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PART I—Reports, Correspondence, etc. 
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WASHINGTON: 
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1893. 


PREFACE. 


The work of preparing the records of the war for public use was . 
begun under the resolution of Congress of May 19, 1864, by Adjt. Gen. 
E. D. Townsend, U. 8. Army, who caused copies to be made of reports 
of battles on file in his office and steps to be taken to collect missing 
records. 

Under the provisions of joint resolution No. 91, of 1866, Hon. Peter 
H. Watson was appointed to supervise the preparation and formulate 
a plan for the publication of the records, but he did no work and drew 
no pay under this appointment, which expired July 27, 1868, by limi- 
tation of the resolution. This resolution also repealed the former one 
and work ceased. 

The first decisive step taken in this work was the act of June 23, 
1874, providing the necessary means “to enable the Secretary of War 
to begin the publication of the Official Records of the War of the 
Rebellion, both of the Union and Confederate Armies,” and directing 
him ‘to have copied for the Public Printer all reports, letters, tele- 
grams, and general orders, not heretofore copied or printed, and prop- 
erly arranged in chronological order.” Appropriations have been made 
from time to time for continuing such preparation. Under this act the 
preliminary work was resumed by General Townsend, who first out- 
lined the plan on which the records are printed, though it appears that 
originally he contemplated publishing to the world only the more im- 
portant military reports. 

Subsequently, under meager appropriations, it was prosecuted in a 
somewhat desultory manner by various subordinates of the War De- 
partment until December 14, 1877, when the Secretary of War, per- 
ceiving that the undertaking needed the undivided attention of a single 
head, detailed Lieut. Col. Robert N. Scott, U.S. Army, to take charge 
of the bureau and devote himself exclusively to the work. 

The act of June 23, 1874, greatly enlarged upon the first crude 
scheme of. publication. On this more comprehensive basis it was de- 
termined that the volumes should include not only the battle reports, 
put also ‘all official documents that can be obtained by the compiler, 
and that appear to ve of any historical value.” Colonel Scott system- 

OI 
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atized the work and the plan and presented the records in the following 
order of arrangement, which has been adhered to by his successors: 


The first series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Confederate, of 
the first seizures of United States property in the Southern States, and of all mil- 
itary operations in the field, with the correspondence, orders, and returns relating 
specially thereto, and, as proposed, is to be accompanied by an Atlas. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns and sev- 
eral theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the events), and the Union 
reports of any event will, as a rule, be immediately followed by the Confederate 
accounts. The correspondence, etc., not embraced in the ‘‘reports” proper will 
follow (first Union and next Confederate) in chronological order. 

The second series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns, 
Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so far as the military 
authorities were concerned) to State or political prisoners. 

The third series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns of 
the Union authorities (embracing their correspendence with the Confederate offi- 
cials) not relating specially to the subjects of thé first and second series. It will 
set for.h the annual and special reports of the Secretary of War, of the General- 
in-Chief, and of the chiefs of the several staff corps and departments; ‘the calls for 
troops, and the correspondence between the National and the several State anthor- 
ities. 

The fourth series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns of 
the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the Union officials, as of 
the third series, but excluding the correspondence between the Union and Confed- 
erate authorities given in that series> 


The first volume of the records was issued in the early fall of 1880. 
The act approved June 16, 1880, provided “for the printing and bind- 
ing, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 10,000 copies of a com- 
pilation “of the Official Records (Union and Confederate) of the War 
of the Rebellion, so far as the same may be ready for publication, 
during the fiscal year;” and that “of said number 7,000 copies shall 
be for the use of the House of Representatives, 2,000 copies for the 
use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the Executive De- 
partments.” Under this act Colonel Scott proceeded to publish the 
tirst five volumes of the records.* 


“All subsequent volumes have been distributed under the act approved August 
7, 1882, which provides that: 

“The volumes of the Official Records of the’ War of the Rebellion shall be distrib- 
uted as follows: One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now pro- 
vided by law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War 
among officers of the army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three 
hundred copies shall be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organiza- 
tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and 
Delegates of the rorty-seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceed- 
ing twenty-six, and each Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one, of 
such addresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are 
published, until the publication is completed. Senators, Representati~es, and Dele- 
gates shall inform the Secretary of War in each case how iany volumes of those 
heretofore published they have forwarded to such addresses. ‘The remaining copies 
of the eleven thousand to be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to he 
distributed as provided herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost ‘of 
publication with ten per cent. added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be 
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Col. Robert N. Scott died March 5, 1887, before the completion of the 
work, which, during a ten years’ service, he had come to love so dearly. 
At his death some twenty-six books only had been issued, but he had 
compiled a large amount of matter for forthcoming volumes; conse- 
quently his name as compiler was retained in all the books up to and 
including Vol. XXXVI, although his successors had added largely to 
his compilations from new material found after his demise. 

The Secretary of War, May 7, 1887, assigned Lieut. Col. H. M. Lazelle, 
U.S. Army, to duty as the successor of Colonel Scott. He had con- 
tinued in charge about two years, when, in the act approved March 2, 
1889, it was provided— 

That hereafter the preparation and publication of said records shall be conducted, 
under the Secretary of War, by a board of three persons, one of whom shall be an 
officer of the Army, and two civilian experts, to be appointed by the Secretary of 
War, the compensation of said civilian experts to be fixed by the Secretary of War. 

The Secretary of War appointed Maj. George B. Davis, judge-advo- 
cate, U.S. Army, as the military member, and Leslie J. Perry, of Kan- 
sas, and Joseph W. Kirkley, of Maryland, as the civilian expert mem- 
bers of said board. The board assumed direction of the publication at 
the commencement of the fiscal year 1889, its first work beginning with 
Serial No. 36 of Vol. XXIV. 

Each volume includes a copious and accurate index, and for the fur- 
ther convenience of investigators there will be, in addition, a general 
index to the entire set when complete in a volume by itself. 

Nothing is printed in these volumes except duly authenticated con- 
temporaneous records of the war. The scope of the board’s work is to 
decide upon and arrange the matter to be published; to correct and 
verify the orthography of the papers used, and occasionally to add a 
foot-note of explanation. 

GEO. B. DAVIS, Major and J. A., U.S. A., 
LESLIE J. PERRY, Civilian Expert, 
JOSEPH W. KIRKLEY, Civilian Expert, 

Board of Publication. 

Approved: 

REDFIELD PROCTOR, 
Secretary of War. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. 0., August 1, 1891. 


covered into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the 
same address, the Secretary of War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or 
Delegates who have designated the same, who thereupon may designate other 
libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of War shall report to the 
first session of the Forty-eighth Congress what volumes of the series heretofore 
published have not been furnished to such libraries, organizations, and individuals. 
He shall also inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent,” 
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CHAPTER LV. 


OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA, WEST VIR- 
GINIA, MARYLAND, AND PENNSYLVANIA.* 


August 4-December 31, 1864. 


POR a: 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 


Aug. 4, 1864.—Action at New Creek, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Antietam Ford, Md. 
5, 1864.—Skirmishes at Williamsport and Hagerstown, Md. 
Skirmish at Huttonsville, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Keedysville, Md. 
7, 1864.—The Middle Military Division (consisting of the Middle Depart- 
ment and the Departments of Washington, of the Susquehanna, 
and of West Virginia) constituted, and Maj. Gen. Philip H. 
Sheridan, U. 8. Army, assigned to the temporary command. 
7, 1864.—Engagement at Oldfields, near Moorefield, W. Va. 
7-Novy. 28, 1864.—The Shenandoah Valley Campaign. 
8, 1864.—Skirmish at Fairfax Station, Va. 
9-Oct. 14, 1864.—Mosby’s operations. 
19, 1864.--Skirmish at Franklin, W. Va. 
20, 1864.—Skirmish at Bulltown, W. Va. 
21, 1864.—Skirmish in Loudoun Connty, Va. 
22, 1864.—Affair at Cove Point, Md. 
24, 1864.—Skirmish at Annandale, Va. 
Affair at Huttonsville, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Sutton, W. Va. 
27, 1864.—Skirmish at Nutter’s Hill, W. Va. 
30, 1864.—Bvt. Maj. Gen. George Crook, U. 8. Army, assigned to command 
of the Departmert of West Virginia, vice Hunter, relieved. 
Sept. 14, 1864.—Skirmish near Centerville, W. Va. 
17-28, 1864.—Witcher’s expedition into West Virginia, including skirmishes at 
Buckhannon (27th—28th). 
19, 1864.—Skirmish at Culpeper, Va. 
21, 1864.—Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, U.S. Army, assigned to permanent 
command of the Middle Military Division. 
23-Oct. 1, 1864.—Nounnan’s expedition into the Kanawha Valley, W. Va., 
ineluding skirmish at Coalsmouth (September 30). 
Oct. 4, 1864,—Skirmish at Salem, Va. 
7-11, 1864.—Operations in Montgomery County, Md. 
9, 1864.—Skirmish near Piedmont, Va. 
10, 1864.—Skirmish near Rectortown, Va. 
11, 1864.—Skirmish near White Plains, Va. 


*For references in General Grant’s final report to operations in the section of 
country covered by this volume, see Vol. XXXVI, Part I, pp. 29-31. ‘ 

+Of some of the minor conflicts noted in this Summary no circumstantial reports 
are on file. 

tSee Lee’s report, p. 633. (1) 
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Oct. 11, 1864.—Skirmish near Petersburg, W. Va. 
14, 1864.—Skirmish at Adamstown, Md. 
26, 1864.—Skirmish at Winfield, W. Va. 
28-29, 1864.—Operations about Snicker’s Gap (28th) and skirmish (29th) at 
Upperville, Va. 
29, 1864.—Action at Beverly, W. Va. 
Novy. 1, 1864.—Affair at Green Spring Run, W. Va. 
5-12, 1864.—Witcher’s operations in the Kanawha Valley, W. Va., including 
the capture of U. S. steamers Barnum and Fawn on the Big 
Sandy River. 
6-8, 1864.—Expedition from New Creek to Moorefield, W. Va., and skirmish. 
11, 1864.—Skirmish at Manassas Junction, Va. 
26, 1864.—Skirmish at Fairfax Station, Va. 
27-28, 1864.—Skirmishes at Moorefield (27th and 28th), affair at New Creek 
(28th), and skirmish (28th) at Piedmont, W. Va. 
28, 1864.—Skirmish at Goresville, Va. 
28-Dec. 2, 1864.—Expedition from Kernstown to Moorefield, &c., W. Va. 
28-Dec. 8, 1864.—Expedition from Winchester into Fauquier and Loudoun 
Counties, Va. 
29, 1864.—Skirmish at Charlestown, W. Va. 
30, 1864.—Skirmish at Snicker’s Gap, Va. 
Skirmish at Kabletown, W. Va. 
Dec. 1, 1864.—The designation of the Department of the Susquehanna changed 
to the Department of Pennsylvania. 
19-22, 1864.—Expedition from Kernstown to Lacey’s Springs, Va., and action 
at Lacey’s Springs (21st). 
19-28, 1864.—Expedition from Winchester to near Gordonsville, Va., including 
skirmishes at Madison Court-House (21st), at Liberty Mills 
(22d), and near Gordonsville (23d). 
4, 1864.—Skirmish at Taylortown, Va. 
7, 


2 
26-27, 1864.—Scout from Fairfax Court-House to Hopewell Gap, Va. 


August 4 and 7, 1864.—Action at New Creek (4th) and engagement near 
Moorefield (7th), W. Va. 


REPORTS.* 


No, 1.—Bvt. Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army, commanding U. S. Forces 
west of Sleepy Creek. 
No. 2.—Brig, Gen. Bradley T. Johnson, C. S. Army. 


No. 1. 


Report of Bot. Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. 8S. Army, commanding 
U. S, Forces west of Sleepy Oreek. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cumberland, Md., September 17, 1864.4 
On the 4th [August] the command that attacked Cumberland at- 
tacked the forces at New Creek, composed of the One hundred and fifty- 
fourth Ohio National Guard, two companies of the Sixth West Virginia 
Infantry, one company Second Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, 
mounted, one section First Ulinois Light Artillery, Battery H, First 
West Virginia Light Artillery, manning the fort, the whole commanded 


* See also report of Brig, Gen, William W, Averell (p. 493) and General R. E. Lee’s 
dispatch (p. 551). 


} For portion of report here omitted, see Vol. AXAVIU, Part I, p. 188, 
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by Colonel Stevenson, One hundred and fifty-fourth Ohio National 
Guard. Immediately upon being notified of the attack, I sent the de- 
tachment of Eleventh West Virginia Infantry to re-enforce Colonel 
Stevenson, which arrived early in the engagement. After a severe fight, 
lasting for several hours, the enemy was driven off, leaving part of their 
dead and wounded in our hands. Our loss was 1 commissioned officer 
and 7 enlisted men killed and 29 enlisted men wounded and missing. 
The enemy’s loss heavy, 25 dead being left on the field; his wounded 
were carried off. I also sent the One hundred and sixty-fifth Ohio 
Nationai Guard to New Creek, but it did not arrive in time to partici- 
pate in the fight. 

On the 4th instant Brigadier-General Averell, with his division of 
cavalry, then at Bath, Morgan County, W. Va., was directed by Major- 
General Hunter, commanding department, to pursue the enemy and to 
report to me for orders.. General Averell moved via Bloomery Gap, 
arriving at Springfield on the evening of the 5th, where his command 
was supplied with subsistence and forage. I advised him at this point 
that the enemy were retreating via Burlington and the Junction toward 
Moorefield, in Hardy County, and ordered him to take two days’ rations 
and pursue the enemy and attack him wherever found. LEarly on the 
morning of the 6th General Averell, with his command, in obedience 
to the above order, pursued and overtook the enemy at Oldfields, three 
miles east of Moorefield, on the morning of the 7th, effecting a complete 
surprise, routing and dispersing the whole command, capturing 27 com- 
missioned officers and 393 enlisted men, 4 guns, with limbers and eais- 
sons, large quantities of small-arms, and 400 horses and equipments. 
Our loss, 7 killed and 21 wounded; enemy’s loss in killed unknown. 
After the engagement the enemy retreated in small squads by different 
roads into the Shenandoah Valley and General Averell returned to New 
Creek with his prisoners and captured property, from which point he 
received orders to report to General Sheridan, in the Shenandoah 
Valley, near Harper’s Ferry. 

Thus concluded the enemy’s operations in this direction, meeting 
defeat and disaster at every point, with great loss of men and material, 
and culminating in total rout and dispersion at Moorefield. From 
prisoners and deserters [ learned that McCausland’s orders were to 
proceed west along the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, destroying the 
road as he went to the Ohio River, thence to proceed into the Kanawha 
Valley. The timely check he received caused him to abandon his pro- 
posed plan of operations. 

I desire to express my thanks to the troops under my command for 
their gallant conduct in the above-named engagements. Apart from 
General Averell’s division my command was composed mostly of 100- 
days’ men, and they, on all occasions, with one exception, vied with the 
old troops in acts of endurance and soldierly bearing. _ ; 

To my staff I desire also to return my thanks for.their uniform good 
conduct and attention to duties. Where all behaved so nobly, it might 
perhaps seem invidious to particularize, but I cannot forbear to make 
special mention of Capt. H. Pease, Twenty-third Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry, acting assistant inspector-general, whose promptness in action, 
coolness in danger, rapid and correct judgment were of immense service 
to me throughout the whole affair. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 
Capt. P. G. BIER, hh: 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept. of West Virginia. 
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No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Bradley T. Johnson, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS JOHNSON’S CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Mount Jackson, August 10, 1864. 

COLONEL :* ; 

On the 4th [August] at daylight we moved on New Creek, this 
command in rear. On arriving there I was ordered by Brigadier- 
General McCausland to occupy a, hill on the left with my whole 
command, post my artillery, and open on an inclosed work which 
was in our front. I attempted the movement as directed, and found 
the hills so precipitous that my men could hardly walk up, much 
less get the artillery there, and after advancing my skirmishers close 
to the hill designated found a block-house, a palisaded work and 
abatis occupied by a few hundred of the enemy. I could have car- 
ried the place with a loss very heavy for my force, but finding that it 
would be impossible to get artillery there, and when occupied it would 
be fully 1,200 yards from the inclosed work, and that that work was 
open in rear and swept by a battery of six guns within short range, 
making it utterly untenable after being carried by assault, and it being 
too late for more extended operations, I determined, on consultation 
with Colonel Peters, who was nearest me, not to attack. I accordingly 
drew off, reported the facts, and was ordered by Brigadier-General 
McCausland to cover his withdrawal, which I did. When his advance 
reached New Creek I was two miles and one-half in his rear. The 
reason of this was that I marched fre¢ém beyond Romney, he from the 
mouth of Mill Creek, making my march fully seven miles longer than 
his. When I reached the foot of the mountain I found his column, or 
at least his ambulances, halted, and he having taken a road twenty-five 
miles from Romney to New Creek, instead of one eighteen miles, as he 
had led me to believe he would take, having changed the route without 
informing me, other than the bare order to follow him. I, in the ab- 
sence of orders, inferred that heintended to break this long march by 
a halt to graze. He had halted long enough for me to close an interval 
of seven miles. I, therefore, also stopped, for precisely an hour from 
the time my rear got into the field until my advance again started. 
If, as I understand he reports, there were no men in the works at New 
Creek when he got there he ought to have taken them at once without 
waiting for me. But he ordered me to place artillery in a place utterly 
inaccessible for it, with only eleven rounds for two guns, which fact I 
reported to him when he gave me the order, and without having recon- 
noitered the position, he directed me to take it. If he had done so he 
never could have given the order. It is now my deliberate judgment 
that the post at New Creek can only be taken by assault of superior 
numbers, and that had I occupied the position designated by General 
McCausland it would have been unavailing, inasmuch as the square 
work, the object of his attack, was perfectly commanded by another 
work in rear, and also by a work on the Maryland side mounted with 
heavy guns. It was, in fact, only the outpost of the position. The cap- 
ture of it would have cost many men, only to be driven out instantly 
with the loss of more. General McCausland, however, errs in thinking 
there were few men there. It has since appeared by a report that Gen- 
eral Kelley was there with the forces he had at Cumberland. I was an 


Ot portion of report here omitted, see Vol. XXXVI, Part I, p. 354, 
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hour behind General McCausland, and the delay could not have-affected 
the result. The enemy were there and disposed of their men to meet 
attacks at each point so soon as threatened. 

Thence we moved to Mooretield, reaching there Friday, August By 
and went into camp, General McCausland on the Moorefield side of the 
South Branch and this command along the Romney road, the only 
place I could get grass, my outside regiment four miles and a half from 
Moorefield, my nearest three-fourths of a mile from General McCaus- 
land, who was three miles from that town. The camp was indicated 
by him, and I received orders, as I did during the expedition, every- 
where and in every place, where to place my pickets. He designated 
three roads—the Romney, Patterson’s Creek, and Williamsport roads. 
They were accordingly picketed as he ordered. He directed no scouts 
along my front and I sent none out. He being my commanding officer, 
having access to all means of information, choosing his own camps, 
routes, and times of march, I consider it was not my place to send scouts 
without his order. 

At 2 a.m. Sunday, August 7, I received a verbal order by a courier 
from him, informing me that Averell had passed through Romney the 
preceding evening with three brigades of eavalry, and directing me to 
saddle up my command and send out a scout on the Romney road. I 
instantly sent a courier to each regiment, transmitting the order; it 
was promptly obeyed by each officer. I, at the same time, sent a scout 
on the Romney road from the Eighth Virginia Cavalry. This was the 
first, last, and only intimation I ever received from General McCaus- 
land of the proximity of the enemy, and the only order I ever received 
from him on the subject. The order itself was calculated to assure me 
that there was no danger of immediate attack. Had he thought it was 
imminent, he would doubtiess have at least ordered me to form and 
mount my command, if not to take a position to resist attack. My 
camp was no place to fight in, being a level, with all positions for artil- 
lery in favor of an approaching enemy, and had a fight been anticipated 
I should doubtless have been withdrawn to the fine range of hills on 
his (General McCausland’s) side of the river. About daylight a squad- 
ron in Confederate uniform moved by the camp of the First Maryland 
straight to my headquarters. Those who were up and saw them sup- 
posed them to be a returning scout or picket, and took no notice of 
them. They never fired. a shot until they reached MecNeill’s house, 
where my camp was. Soon after them came a body of Federal cavalry, 
who rode at once through the camp of the First Maryland to that of 
the Second Maryland and dispersed both, they being very small, re- 
duced by losses in battle and hard marching to an aggregate for both 
of not 130 men in camp, the First having twenty-eight men on picket. 
Major Sweeney, Thirty-sixth Virginia Battalion, was rapidly pressed 
back to my headquarters, when Lieutenant McNulty, with two pieces 
of artillery, doubly charged with canister, sought to stop the enemy, 
but his cannoneers were swept from their pieces by a charge in flank. 
From the back door of my headquarters, they being around me, I gal- 
loped to the Eighth Virginia Cavalry to get them to charge, passing 
around the front of their column to get there. It was then too late; 
the Bighth were moving off in good order, but neither their colonel nor 
myself could wheel them in time. Colonel Peters then had the Twenty- 
first Regiment well in hand, but was unable to check the charge until 
he had passed beyond the river into General McCausland’s camp, 
where he formed and stopped their crossing for some time, with a loss 
to them, since ascertained, of 2 majors and 38 men. My object here- 
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tofore had been to check them until I could pass the river, where I 
expected to find Brigadier-General McCausland with his command well 
in hand, who would hold them while I got in position by him, when I 
had no doubt of the result. Brigadier-General McCausland was not 
there. Hehad slept in the town of Moorefield, three miles distant from 
his camp, and did not leave there until between daylight and sunrise, 
and when he did get on the ground his own command was scattered, 
some up the Winchester road and some down the Moorefield road. I 
ordered up the Twenty-seventh [Virginia Battalion], Captain Gibson, 
and with Colonel Peters formed a line to stop their farther advance, 
which he did for # short time, while I went to get him a support. He 
was, however, forced back, and both himself and Captain Gibson wounded 
and taken prisoners. They were left at Moorefield. After this the 
enemy only followed me, but made no other attack. Beyond Moorefield 
I got the command in tolerable order, and General McCausland directed 
me to hold a position while he hurried on to Matthews’ with the frag- 
ments of two regiments to join the rest of his command, which had 
gone up the Winchester road, and which he had directed to join him 
there. They did not do so, and the parts of regiments whose withdrawal 
this command covered were the only organized parts of his brigade that 
I have heard of getting off. 

The way in which the enemy got in was this, as told by Private Callan, 
Company F, First Maryland Cavalry, to his brother, my orderly, when 
both were prisoners—the latter escaped: The scout from the Kighth 
having passed beyond the picket on the Romney road, about 3 a. m. or 
very early that morning, every man of it was captured by the enemy. 
Two men in gray uniform rode up to the two sentinels on outpost, and 
being. challenged replied “ they were scouts from the Eighth Virginia.” 
After exchanging a word or two one rode back to pick up something 
lost from his saddle, and immediately returned with twenty more who 
captured the whole post. At the reserve they came up and said they 
were a relieffrom the Kighth Virginia, and some ot the men saying to 
those on picket, ‘Get your horses, you are relieved.” Thus scout, 
picket, and reserve were captured by the enemy uniformed as Confed- 
erates, who then rode in my camp without giving any alarm. A Yankee 
sergeant, captured by Captain Emack, of my staff, told him that a man 
who had been in camp to have astolen horse restored had guided them 
to the picket and my headquarters. 

This great disaster would have at once been retrieved but for the 
insufficient armament of the command. Besides the First and Second 
Maryland and a squadron of the Eighth Virginia there was not a saber 
in the command. In that open country, perfectly level, the only mode 
to fight charging cavalry was by charging, and this the men were 
unable to do. The long Enfield musket once discharged could not be 
reloaded, and lay helpless before the charging saber. With any equal 
chance the enemy would at once have been driven back. The largest 
portion of the command remained steady, and after passing Moorefield 
were held in hand with ease. I reached the Valley with about 300 men 
missing (150 have come in), leaving that number as my net loss killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

I should have here stopped this narrative, but circumstances which 
have come to my knowledge render it necessary for me, in justice to my- 
self and this command, to speak more plainly than I had intended to. 
Brigadier-General McCausland was in command of the expedition. He 
selected his own camps, routes, and lines of pickets. He always gave 
me orders when to camp, to march, and to picket, and I always obeyed. 
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He had command of MeNeill’s company, a numerous and well-mounted 
body of scouts, well acquainted with the country, and through them 
he ought to have had full knowledge of the proximity of the enemy. 
If they were not accessible to him it was his duty to order scouts to 
ascertain his whereabouts and not mine. If he did know Averell was 
near and expected an attack, he gave me no notice of it whatever, the 
mere order to saddle up being preparatory to a move, or a march, and 
not a commanding officer’s order to his subordinates to prepare for 
battle. The only intimation or order of any kind whatever that I ever 
received from General McCausland on the subject was the verbal one 
by a courier. But he did not expect an attack. In proof of this I refer 
to the fact that when the attack was made Brigadier-General McCaus- 
land was asleep in the house of Mr. McMechen, three miles from his 
camps or any of his command, and further, that some portion of his own 
brigade was unsaddled and utterly unprepared. He never reached the 
scene of action until after a portion of my command had passed the river. 
I suppose he was not there when his own brigade became separated, 
one parttaking the Moorefield road and the other the Winchester grade. 
If he had been on the ground anticipating an attack he would doubt- 
less have had his command formed and made fight, neither of which he 
did, for besides one charge by a light squadron near the ferd and a line 
of dismounted men above it I saw no fighting done by him near the 
river. From these facts I infer that Brigadier-General McCausland, 
first, was unprepared for an attack himself, and therefore could not ex- 
pect me, his subordinate, to be prepared; or, second, that anticipating 
attack he neglected to give me due and timely notice, and neglected to 
put his troops in position to repel it. 

It is due to myself and the cause I serve to remark on the outrageous 
conduct of the troops on this expedition. This duty I informed General 
McCausland I should perform during the expedition itself. Every 
crime in the catalogue of infamy has been committed, I believe, except 
murder and rape. Highway robbery of watches and pocket-books was 
of ordinary occurrence; the taking of breast-pins, finger-rings, and ear- 
rings frequently happened. Pillage and sack of private dwellings took 
place hourly. A soldier of an advance guard robbed of his gold watch 
the Catholic clergyman of Hancock on his way from church on Sunday, 
July 31, in the public streets. Another of a rear guard nearly brained 
a private of Company B, First Maryland Cavalry, for trying to prevent 
his sacking a woman’s trunk and stealing her clothes and jewels. A 
lieutenant at Hancock exacted and received $1,000 in greenbacks of a. 
citizen; a soldier packed up a woman’s and a child’s clothing, which he 
had stolen in the presence of the highest officials, unrebuked. At 
Chambersburg, while the town was in flames, a quartermaster, aided 
and directed by a field officer, exacted ransom of individuals for their 
houses, holding the torch in terror over the house until it was paid. 
These ransoms varied from $750 to $150, according to the size of the 
habitation. Thus the grand spectacle of a national retaliation was 
reduced to a miserable huckstering for greenbacks. After the order 
was given to burn the town of Chambersburg and before, drunken sol- 
diers paraded the streets in every possible disguise and paraphernalia, 
pillaging and plundering and drunk. As the natural consequence, law- 
lessness in Pennsylvania and Maryland reproduced itself in Virginia, 
and in Hardy County, near Moorefield, a lieutenant knocked down and 
kicked an aged woman who has two sons in the Confederate army, and 
after choking the sister locked her in a stable and set fire to it. This 
was because the two women would not give up horses he and his fellow 
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thieves wished to steal. Pressing rapidly along, marching day and 
night, in most instances criminals guilty of these acts cannot be identi- 
fied, but 1 believe a higher tone of morals and discipline may be infused 
in any Confederate soldier which will restrain him from disgracing him- 
self and his countrymen by such deeds. Had there been less plunder 
there would have been more fighting at Moorefield on Sunday, August 
7. I tried, and was seconded by almost every officer of my command, 
but in vain, to preserve the discipline of this brigade, but it was impos- 
sible; not only the license afforded was too great, but actual example 
gave them excuse and justification. 

In view of the necessity that the public service demands of the in- 
vestigation of this whole matter, and that the responsibility for the 
Moorefield disaster be placed where it belongs, I respectfully ask that 
a court of inquiry be convened at once. 

Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieut. Col. A. S. PENDLETON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


AUGUST 7~NOVEMBER 28, 1864.—The Shenandoah Valley Campaign. 
SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 


Aug. 10, 1864.—Skirmish near Stone Chapel, Va. 

11, 1864.—Action at Toll-Gate, near White Post, Va. 
Action near Newtown, Va. 
Skirmish near Winchester, Va. 

12, 1864.—Skirmish at Cedar Creek, Va. 

13, 1864.—Affair at Berryville, Va. 
Skirmish near Strasburg, Va. 

14, 1864.—Skirmish near Strasburg, Va, 

15, 1864.—Skirmish near Charlestown, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Cedar Creek, Va. 
Skirmish at Strasburg, Va. 

16, 1864.—Engagement at Cedarville (Guard Hill or Front Royal), Va. 

17, 1864.—Action at Winchester, Va. 

18, 1864.—Skirmish at Opequon Creek, Va. 

19, 1864.—Skirmish near Opequon Creek, on Berryville and Winchester 

pike, Va. 

Skirmish at Berryville, Va. 

20, 1864.—Skirmish at Berryville, Va. 
Skirmish at Opequon Creek, Va. 

21, 1864.—Skirmish near Summit Point, W. Va. 
Skirmish near Berryville, Va. 
Skirmish at Welch’s (or Flowing) Spriag, near Charlestown 

W. Va. 

Skirmish at Middleway, W. Va. 

22, 1864.—Skirmish at Charlestown, W. Va. 

23, 1864.—Skirmish at Kearneysville, W. Va. 

24, 1864.—Skirmish at Halltown, W. Va. 

25, 1864,—Action near Kearneysville, W. Va. 
Action near Shepherdstown, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Halltown, W. Va. 

26, 1864.—Action at Halltown, W. Va. 
Affair at Williamsport, Md. 
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Aug. 26, 1864.—Skirmish near Charlestown, W. Va. 
27, 1864.—Skirmish at Duffield’s Station, W. Va. 
28, 1864.—Skirmishes at Leetown and Smithfield, W. Va. 
29, 1864.—Engagement at Smithfield Crossing of the Opequon, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Charlestown, W. Va. 
30, 1864.—Skirmish near Smithfield, W. Va. 
31, 1864.—Skirmish at Martinsburg, W. Va. 
Sept. 1, 1864.—Skirmish at Opequon Creek, W. Va. 
2, 1864,—Skirmish at Darkesville, W. Va. 
Action at Bunker Hill, W. Va. 
3, 1864.—Engagement near Berryville, Va. 
Action at Bunker Hill, W. Va. 
4, 1864.—Skirmish at Berryville, Va. 
5, 1864.—Skirmish near Stephenson’s Depot, Va. 
7, 1864.—Skirmishes near Brucetown and near Winchester, Va. 
10, 1864.—Skirmish at Darkesville, W. Va. 
13, 1864.—Skirmish at Bunker Hill, W. Va. 
Affair near Berryville, Va. 
Skirmish at Abraham’s Creek, near Winchester, Va. 
Affair at Locke’s Ford, Opequon Creek, Va. 
Skirmish at Gilbert’s Ford, Opequon Creek, Va. 
14, 1864.—Skirmish near Berryville, Va. 
15, 1864.—Skirmish at Seivers’ Ford, Opequon Creek, Va. 
16-17, 1864.—Skirmishes at Snicker’s Gap, Va. 
17, 1864.—Affair at Limestone Ridge, Va. 
18, 1864.—Action near Martinsburg, W. Va. 
19, 1864.—Battle of Winchester (or the Opequon), Va. 
20, 1864.—Skirmish at Middletown, Va. 
Skirmish at Strasburg, Va. 
Skirmish near Cedarville, Va. 
21, 1864.—Skirmish at Front Royal, Va. 
Skirmish at Strasburg, Va. 
Skirmish at Fisher’s Hill, Va. 
22, 1864.—Skirmish at Milford, Va. 
Battle of Fisher’s Hill, Va. 
23, 1864.—Skirmish at Front Royal, Va. 
Skirmish at Woodstock, Va. 
Skirmish near Edenburg, Va. 
Skirmish at Mount Jackson, Va. 
24, 1864.—Skirmish at Mount Jackson, Va. 
Skirmish at New Market, Va. 
Skirmish at Luray, Va. 
Skirmish at Forest Hill (or Timberville), Va. 
Skirmish near Winchester, Va. 
26, 1864.—Skirmish at Port Republic, Va. 
Skirmish at Weyer’s Cave, Va. 
Skirmish at Brown’s Gap, Va. 
27, 1864.—Skirmish at Port Republic, Va. 
Skirmish at Weyer’s Cave, Va. 
28, 1864.—Skirmish at Rockfish Gap, Va. 
Skirmish at Port Republic, Va. 
29, 1864.—Skirmish at Waynesborough, Va. 
Oct. 2, 1864.—Skirmish at Mount Crawford, Va. 
Skirmish at Bridgewater, Va. 
3, 1864.—Skirmish at Mount Jackson, Va. 
Skirmish at North River, Va. 
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6, 1864.—Skirmish near Brock’s Gap, Va. 
Skirmish near Fisher’s Hill, Va. 
7, 1864.—Skirmish on the Back road, near Strasburg, Va. 
Skirmish near Columbia Furnace, V>. 
8, 1864.—Skirmish in Luray Valley, Va. 
Skirmish at Tom’s Brook, Va. 
9, 1864.—Engagement at Tom’s Brook, Va. 
13, 1864.—Action at Cedar Creek, Va. 
14, 1864.—Skirmish at Strasburg (or Hupp’s Hill), Va. 
Affair at Duffield’s Station, W. Va. 
17, 1864.—Affair at Cedar Run Church, Va. 
19, 1864.—Battle of Cedar Creek, Va. 
20, 1864.—Skirmish at Fisher’s Hill, Va. 
23, 1864.—Skirmish at Dry Run, Va. 
25-26, 1864.—Skirmishes at Milford, Va. 
28, 1864.—Skirmish near Newtown, ‘Va. 
7, 1864.—Skirmish near Edenburg, Va. 
10, 1864.—Skirmish near Kernstown, Va. 
11, 1864.—Skirmish near Kernstown, Va. 
12, 1864.—Action at Newtown (or Middletown), Va. 
Action at Cedar Creek, Va. 
Action at Nineveh, Va. 
18, 1864.—Skirmish at Kabletown, W. Va. 
20, 1864.—Skirmish at Kabletown, W. Va. 
22, 1864.—Action at Rude’s Hill, near Mount Jackson, Va. 
Skirmish at Front Royal, Va. 
24, 1864.—Skirmish at Parkins’ Mill, Va. 


REPORTS, ETC.* 


1.—Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, U. 8. Army, commanding Middle Military 
Division, including operations August 4, 1864-February 27, 1865. 
2.—Itinerary of the U. S. Forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan. 
3.—Organization of the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheri- 
dan, U.S. Army, at the battle of Winchester (or the Opequon), Va., 
September 19. 
4.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. Philip 
H. Sheridan, U.S. Army, at the battle of Winchester (or the Opequon), 
Va., September 19. 
5.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. Philip 
H. Sheridan, U. S. Army, at Fisher’s Hill, Va., September 21-22. 
6.—Organization of the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. Philip H. 
Sheridan, U. 8S. Army,*at the battle of Cedar Creek, Va., October 19. 
7.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. Philip H. 
Sheridan, U.S. Army, at Cedar Creek, Va., October 19. 
8.—Surg. James T. Ghiselin, U. 8S. Army, Medical Director, Middle Military 
Division, of operations August 27-Decemper 31. 
9.—Capt. Ocran H. Howard, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, Chief Signal Officer, of 
operations October 14-November 1. 


No. 10.—Lieut. Edward L. Halsted, Fortieth New York Infantry, Acting Chief 


Signal Officer, of operations September 1-30. 


No. 11.—Maj. Gen. Horatio G. Wright, U. S. Army, commanding Sixth Army Corps, 


of operations August 6-October 10 and October 19. 


“For report of Brig. Gen. William N. Pendleton, chief of artillery, Army of North- 
ern Virginia, and for diary of the First Army Corps covering operations in the 
Shenandoah Valley, see Vol. XLII, Part I, pp. 858, 873. 
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No. 


No. 


No. 


12.—Brig. Gen. Emory Upton, U. S. Army, commanding First Division, of oper- 
ations September 19. 


- 13.—Maj. Henry R. Dalton, Assistant Adjutant-General,U. S. Army, of operations 


of the First Division September 19. 


. 14.—Capt. Baldwin Hufty, Fourth New Jersey Infantry, commanding First 


Brigade, of operations August 10-October 15 and October 19. 


. 15.—Lieut. Col. Edward L. Campbell, Fifteenth New Jersey Infantry, command- 


ing First Brigade, of operations September 19-22. 


. 16.—Capt. Baldwin Hufty, Fourth New Jersey Infantry, of operations August 


7T-October 18. 


. 17.—Brig. Gen. Emory Upton, U.S. Army, commanding Second Brigade, of oper- 


ations September 19. 


. 18.—Lieut. Col. Egbert Olcott, One hundred and twenty-first New York Infan- 


try, commanding Second Brigade, of operations October 19. 


. 19.—Col. Joseph E. Hamblin, Sixty-fifth New York Infantry, commanding Second 


Brigade, of operations September 19-23. 


. 20.—Col. Ranald 8. Mackenzie, Second Connecticut Heavy Artillery, of oper- 


ations September 19 and 22. 


. 21.—Capt. Henry C. Fisk, Sixty-fifth New York Infantry, of operations Septem- 


ber 19-22, 


. 22.—Lieut. Col. Egbert Olcott, One hundred and twenty-first New York Infan- 


jay, of operations September 22. 


. 23.—Capt. John D. P. Douw, One hundred and twenty-first New York Infantry, 


of operations September 19-21. 


. 24.—Capt. Francis J. Randall, commanding Ninety-fifth and Ninety-sixth 


Pennsylvania Infantry, of operations September 19-27. 


. 25.—Col. Oliver Edwards, Thirty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry, commanding 


Third Brigade, of operations September 19-October 25. 


. 26.—Lieut. Col. Baynton J. Hickman, Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, of 


operations September 19. 


. 27.—Col. Isaac C. Bassett, Eighty-second Pennsylvania Infantry, of operations 


September 19. 


. 28.—Lieut. Col. Gideon Clark, One hundred and nineteenth Pennsylvania Infan- 


try, of operations September 19, 


. 29.—Capt. Elisha H. Rhodes, Second Rhode Island Infantry, of operations 


September 19. 


. 30.—Capt. John B. Doughty, Fifth Wisconsin Infantry, of operations Septem- 


ber 19. 


.31.—Brig. Gen. George W. Getty, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division, of 


operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


.32.—Brig. Gen. Frank Wheaton, U.S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of oper- 


ations September 19. 


.33.—Col. James M. Warner, First Vermont Heavy Artillery, commanding First 


Brigade, of operations September 21-22 and October 19. 


.34.—Maj. James H. Coleman, One hundred and second Pennsylvania Infantry, of 


operations September 19-22. 


. 35.—Maj. Robert Munroe, One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, 


of operations September 19, ; 

36.—Capt. James McGregor, One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania Infan- 
try, of operations September 21-22. 

37.—Lieut. Col. John G. Parr, One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania In- 
fantry, of operations October 19. 

38.—Col. James M. Warner, First Vermont Heavy Artillery, commanding Second 
Brigade, of operations September 19-20. 


pb. OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cuap. LV. 


No. 39.—Col. George P. Foster, Fourth Vermont Infantry, commanding Second Bri- 
gade, of operations September 21-22. 

No. 40.—Brig. Gen. Lewis A. Grant, U. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade, of 
operations October 19. 

No. 41.—Col. James M. Warner, First Vermont Heavy Artillery, of operations August 
21. 

No. 42,—Brig. Gen. Daniel D. Bidwell, U. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade, of 
operations September 19-22. 

No. 43.—Col. Thomas W. Hyde, First Maine Veteran Infantry, commanding Third 
Brigade, of operations October 19. 

No. 44,—Maj. Stephen C. Fletcher, Seventh Maine Infantry, of operations Septem- 
ber 22. 

No. 45.—Maj. Charles A. Milliken} Forty-third New York Infantry, of operations 
September 22. 

No. 46.—Lieut. Col. Winsor B. French, Seventy-seventh New York Infantry, of oper- 
ations September 19 and October 19. 

No. 47.—Capt. David J. Taylor, Sixty-first Pennsylvania Infantry, of operations 
September 22. 

No. 48.—Brig. Gen. James B. Ricketts, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, of 
operations September 19-22. 

No. 49.—Col. J. Warren Keifer, One hundred and tenth Ohio Infantry, commanding 
Third Division, of operations October 19. 

No. 50.—Col. William Emerson, One hundred and fifty-first New York Infantry, com- 
manding First Brigade, of operations September 19-22 and October 19. 

No.51.—Capt. Jacob J. Janeway, Fourteenth New Jersey Infantry, of operations 
September 19-22 and October 19. 

No. 52.—Capt. Peter Robertson, One hundred and sixth New York Infantry. of 
operations September 19-22 and October 19. 

No. 53.—Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Fay, One hundred and fifty-first New York Infantry, 
of operations September 19-22, 

No. 54.—Lieut. John A. Wolcott, One hundred and fifty-first New York Infantry, of 
operations September 19-22 and October 19. 

No. 55.—Maj. William D. Ferguson, One hundred and eighty-fourth New York Infan- 
try, of operations October 19. 

No. 56.—Capt. Edgar M. Ruhl, Eighty-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, of operations 
September 19 and 22. 

No. 57.—Capt. John A. Salsbury, Tenth Vermont Infantry, commanding Eighty- 
seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, of operations October 19. 

No#58.—Capt. Lucius T, Hunt, Tenth Vermont Infantry, of operations September 
19 and 22. 

No. 59.—Lieut. Col. Charles G. Chandler, Tenth Vermont Infantry, of operations 
October 19. 

No. 60.—Col. J. Warren Keifer, One hundred and tenth Ohio Infantry, commanding 
Second Brigade, of operations September 19-22. 

No, 61.—Col. William H. Ball, One hundred and ‘twenty-second Ohio Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade, of operations October 19. 

No. 62.—Capt. Clifton K, Prentiss, Sixth Maryland Infantry, of operations Septem- 
ber 19-25. 

No. 63.—Maj. Joseph C. Hill, Sixth Maryland Infantry, of operations October 19. 

No, 64.—Maj. Charles Burgess, Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, of operations 
September 19. 

No. 65.—Maj. James W. Snyder, Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, of operations 
October 19. 

No. 66.—Lieut. Col. Otho H. Binkley, One hundred and tenth Ohio Infantry, of oper- 
ations September 19-22 and October 19. 
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- 67.—Col. William H. Ball, One hundred and twenty-second Ohio Infantry, of 


operations September 19-22. 


- 68.—Lieut. Col. Moses M. Granger, One hundred and twenty-second Ohio Infan- 


try, of operations October 19. 


- 69.—Capt. George W. Hoge, One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio Infantry, of 


operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


. 70.—Lieut. John F. Young, Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, of operations 


September 19-22 and October 19. 


- 71.—Maj. Lewis A. May, One hundred and thirty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, 


of operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


- 72.—Col. Charles H. Tompkins, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, commanding 


Artillery Brigade, of operations September 19-22. 


. 73.—Capt. Greenleaf T, Stevens, Fifth Maine Battery, of operations September 


19 and 22. 


. 74.—Capt. William H. McCartney, First Massachusetts Battery, of operations 


September 19-22. 


. 75.—Lieut. Orsamus R, Van Etten, First New York Battery, of operations Sep- 


tember 19-October 19. 


. 76.—Lieut. Jacob H. Lamb, Battery C, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, of 


operations September 19 and 22. 


. 177.—Capt. George W. Adams, Battery G, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, 


of operations September 19-24. 


. 78.—Capt. James McKnight, Battery M, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, of operations 


September 19 and October 19. 


. 79.—Bvt. Maj. Gen. William H. Emory, U.S. Army, commanding Detachment 


Nineteenth Army Corps, of operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


. 80.—Capt. Elijah D. Taft, Fifth New York Battery, Chief of Artillery, of oper- 


ations September 19-22. 


. 81.—Brig. Gen. William Dwight, commanding First Division, of operations 


September 19-23. 


. 82.—Brig. Gen. James W. McMillan, U. 8. Army, commanding First Division, 


of operatioris October 19. 


. 83.+-Bvt. Brig. Gen. George L. Beal, Twenty-ninth Maine Infantry, commanding 


First Brigade, of operations September 19-22. 


. 84.—Brig. Gen. James W. McMillan, U.S. Army, commanding Second Brigade, 


of operations September 19. 


. 8.—Capt. Sidney E. Clark, Twelfth Connecticut Infantry, of operations Sep- 


tember 19 and 22. 


. 86.—Lieut. Col. George N. Lewis, Twelfth Connecticut Infantry, of operations 


October 19. 


. 87.—Lieut. John V. Grant, Fifth New York Battery, of operations Septem- 


ber 19. 


. 88.—Brig. Gen. Cuvier Grover, U. 8. Army, commanding Second Division, of 


operations September 19-23. 


. 89.—Brig. Gen. Henry W. Birge, U. 8. Army, commanding Second Division, of 


operations October 19-21. 


. 90.—Brig. Gen. Henry W. Birge, U. 8. Army, commanding First Brigade, of 


operations September 19-23. 


. 91.—Capt. John G. Healy, Ninth Connecticut Infantry, of operations October 19. 
. 92.—Maj. Benjamin F, Thurber, Seventy-fifth New York Infantry, of operations 


October 19. 


. 93.—Col. Edward L. Molineux, One hundred and fifty-ninth New York Infantry, 


commanding Second Brigade, of operations September 19-26 and Octo- 
ber 19. 
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94,—Lieut. Col. William W. Darnall, Eleventh Indiana Infantry, of operations 
October 19. 

95.—Col. Harvey Graham, Twenty-second Iowa Infantry, of operations Septem- 
ber 19-22 and October 19. 

96.—Col. Daniel Macauley, Eleventh Indiana Infantry, commanding Third Bri- 
gade, of operations September 21-25. 


. 97.—Lieut. Col. Alfred Neafie, One hundred and fifty-sixth New York Infantry, 


commanding Third Brigade, of operations October 19. 

98.—Maj. Charles F. Allen, Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Infantry, of operations 
October 19. 

99.—Lieut. Col. Alfred Neafie, One hundred and fifty-sixth New York Infantry, 
of operations September 19-30. 


.100.—Col. David Shunk, Eighth Indiana Infantry, commanding-Fourth Brigade, 


of operations September 19-23 and October 19. 


. 101.—Lieut. Col. Edward Wright, Twenty-fourth Iowa Infantry, of operations 


September 19-22 and October 19. 


. 102.—Lieut. Col. Bartholomew W. Wilson, Twenty-eighth Iowa Infantry, of 


operations September 19 and 22. 


. 103.—Capt. Albert W. Bradbury, First Maine Battery, of operations September 


19-26. 


. 104:—Lieut. John S. Snow, First Maine Battery, of operations October 19. 
. 105.—Maj. Gen. George Crook, U. 8S. Army, commanding Army of West Virginia, 


of operations August 10-September 18, September 19 and 22, and October 
13 and 19. 


. 106.—Col. Joseph Thoburn, First West Virginia Infantry, commanding First 


Division, of operations September 3, 19, and 22. 
107.—Col. Thomas M. Harris, Tenth West Virginia Infantry, commanding First 
Division, of operations October 13 and 19. 


. 108.—Col. George D. Wells, Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry, commanding 


First Brigade, of operations August 26 and September 19 and 22. 


. 109.—Lieut. Col. Thomas F. Wildes, One hundred and sixteenth Ohio Infantry, 


commanding First Brigade, of operations October 19. 


. 110.—Capt. Andrew Potter, Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry, of operations 


October 19. 


. 111.—Capt. Frederick C. Wilkie, Fifth New York Heavy Artillery, of operations 


October 19. 


- 112.—Capt. Wilbert B. Teters, One hundred and sixteenth Ohio Infantry, of 


operations October 19. 


. 113.—Maj. Horace Kellogg, One hundred and twenty-third Ohio Infantry, of 


operations October 19. 


. 114.—Lieut, Col. John P. Linton, Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Infantry, command- 


ing Third Brigade, of operations September 3. 


- 115.—Col. Thomas M. Harris, Tenth West Virginia Infantry, commanding Third 


Brigade, of operations September 19 and 22. 


-116.—Capt. John Suter, Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Infantry, of operations 


October 19. 


. U17.—Maj. Henry H. Withers, Tenth West Virginia Infantry, of operations 


October 19. 


. 118.—Lieut. Col. Van H. Bukey, Eleventh West Virginia Infantry, of operations 


October 19. 


119.—Maj. John W. Holliday, Fifteenth West Virginia Infantry, of operations 
September 3. 


». 120.—Col. Milton Wells, Fifteenth West Virginia Infantry, of operavions Octo- 


ber 19. 


Cuar. LV.) THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN, 15. 


No. 121.—Col. Isaac H. Duval, Ninth West Virginia Infantry, déommanding Second 
Division, of operations August 22, 24, and 26, and September 3. 

No. 122.—Col. Rutherford B, Hayes, Twenty-third Ohio Infantry, commanding Sec- 
ond Division, of operations September 19 and 22 and October 19. 

No. 123.—Col. Rutherford B. Hayes, Twenty-third Ohio Infantry, commanding First 
Brigade, of operations August 22 and 26 and September 3. 

No. 124.—Col. Hiram F. Devol, Thirty-sixth Ohio Infantry, commanding First Bri- 
gade, of operations October 19. 

No. 125.—Lieut. Col. James M. Comly, Twenty-third Ohio Infantry, of operations 
September 19 and 22 and October 19. 

No. 126.—Col. Daniel D. Johnson, Fourteenth West Virginia Infantry, commanding 
Second Brigade, of operations August 24 and 26 and September 3. 

No. 127.—Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Coates, Ninety-first Ohio Infantry, commanding 
Second Brigade, of operations October 19. 

No. 128.—Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Coates, Ninety-first Ohio Infantry, of operations 
August 24. 

No. 129.—Maj. Lemuel Z. Cadot, Ninety-first Ohio Infantry, of operations September 
19 and 22 and October 19. 

No. 130.—Capt. Henry A. Du Pont, Fifth U.S. Artillery, commanding Artillery Bri- 

gade, of operations October 19. 

No. 131.—Capt. Frank C. Gibbs, Battery L, First Ohio Light Artillery, of operations 
October 19. 

No. 132.—Lieut. William Munk, Battery D, First Pennsylvania Light Artillery, of 
operations October 19. 

No. 133.—Capt. Henry A. Du Pont, Battery B, Fifth U.S. Artillery, of operations 
October 19. 

No. 134.—Bvt. Maj. Gen. Alfred T. A. Torbert, U.S. Army, Chief of Cavalry, of oper- 
ations August 8-October 31, November 12, and November 21-23, 

No. 135.—Bvt. Maj. Gen. Wesley Merritt, U.S. Army, commanding First Division, of 
operations August 9-October 20. 

No. 136.—Brig. Gen. George A. Custer, U.S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of 
operations September 19. 

No. 137.—Col. James H. Kidd, Sixth Michigan Cavalry, commanding First Brigade, 
of operations September 26—-October 27. 

No. 138.—Col. Peter Stagg, First Michigan Cavalry, of operations September 1-30. 

No. 139.—Col. James H. Kidd, Sixth Michigan Cavalry, of operations August 3- 
October 19. 

No. 140.—Maj. Charles W. Deane, Sixth Michigan Cavalry, of operations August 10- 
October 5. 

No. 141.—Maj. Melvin Brewer, First Michigan Cavalry, commanding First and 
Seventh Michigan Cavalry, of operations August 23. 

No. 142.—Maj. Daniel H. Darling, Seventh Michigan Cavalry, of operations Novem- 
ber 7. 

No. 143.—Col. Louis P. Di Cesnola, Fourth New York Cavalry, connmanding Second 
Brigade, of operations August 29. 

No. 144.—Bvt. Brig. Gen. Thomas C. Devin, Sixth New York Cavalry, commanding 
Second Brigade, of operations July 4+October 21. 

No. 145.—Maj. William E. Beardsley, Sixth New York Cavalry, of operations Au- 
gust 13. 

No. 146.—Capt. George E. Parmer, Sixth New York Cavalry, of operations October 19. 

No. 147.—Col. Charles R. Lowell, jr., Second Massachusetts Cavalry, commanding 
Third Brigade, of operations August 9-31. 

No. 148.—Col. Alfred Gibbs, Nineteenth New York Cavalry (First New York Dragoons), 

commanding Reserye Brigade, of operations August 10-September 1, 
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. 149.—Col. Charles R. Lowell, jr., Second Massachusetts Cavalry, commanding 
Reserve Brigade, of operations September 8-October 4. 

. 150.—Lieut. Col. Casper Crowninshield, Second Massachusetts Cavalry, com- 
manding Reserve Brigade, of operations October 5-31. 
. 151.—Bvt. Maj. Gen. William W. Averell, U. S. Army, commanding Second 
Division (Army of West Virginia), including operations August 3- 
September 23. 
152.—Brig. Gen. William H. Powell, U.S. Army, commanding Second Division 
(Army of West Virginia), of operations September 24-October 27 and 
November 12. 
. 153.—Col. James M. Schoonmaker, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, command- 
ing First Brigade, of operations September 28. 

. 154.—Lieuts. Albert G. Hague and John H. Nesmith, Fourteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, of operations October 3. 

. 155.—Maj. Thomas Gibson, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, of operations 
October 23. 


. 156.—Brig. Gen. James H. Wilson, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, of 


operations July 31-September 30. 

. 157.—Bvt. Maj. Gen. George A. Custer, U.S. Army, commanding Third Division, 
of operations October 9 and 19. 

. 158.—Brig. Gen. John B. McIntosh, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of 
operations September 13 and 17. 

. 159.—Col. Alexander C. M. Pennington, Third New Jersey Cavalry; commanding 
First Brigade, of operations October 19-December 10. 

. 160.—Lieut. Col. Brayton Ives, First Connecticut Cavalry, of operations Oc- 
tober 18-December 3. 


. 161.—Maj. John VY. Allstrom, Third New Jersey Cavalry, of operations October 


18-December 8. 

. 162.—Maj. Walter C. Hull, Second New York Cavalry, of operations October 9. 

. 163.—Lieut. Col. Mortimer B. Birdseye, Second New York Cavalry, of operations 
October 18—December 8. 


. 164,—Lieut. Col. George A. Purington, Second Ohio Cavalry, of operations Oc- 
tober 9. 

. 165.—Maj. John W. Phillips, Eighteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, of operations 
October 8-9. 


. 166.—Brig. Gen. George H. Chapman, U.S. Army, commanding Second Brigade, 
of operations September 15-16. 
- 167.—Lieut. Col. William H. Benjamin, Eighth New York Cavalry, of operations 
October 9. 
. 168.—Lieut. Col. John W. Bennett, First Vermont Cavalry, of operations Septem- 
ber 25-October 22. 
. 169.—Maj. William G. Cummings, First Vermont Cavalry, of operations October 
22-December 22. 
. 170.—Lient. Charles H. Peirce, commanding Batteries B and L, Second U. 8S. 
Artillery, of operations October 9. 
. 171.—Medals of Honor awarded for distinguished services under Resolution of 
Congress, No. 48, approved July 12, 1862, and section 6 of Act of Congress 
approved March 8, 1863. 
- 172.—General Robert E. Lee, C. S. Army, of operations August 7-November 22. 
. 173,—Lieut. Gen. Jubal A. Early, GC. 8. Army, commanding Valley District, of 
operations September 17—October 19, 

174.—Journal of Capt. Jed. Hotchkiss, Topographical Engineer, Second Corps, 
Army of Northern Virginia (Valley District), of operations August 4- 
December 381. 

. 175.—Surg. A. Russell Meem, CU. 8. Army, of operations November 22, 
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No. 176.—Col. James P. Simms, Fifty-third Georgia Infantry, commanding brigade, 
Kershaw’s division, First (Longstreet’s) Corps, of operations August 3- 
October 20. 

No. 177.—Brig. Gen. James Conner, C. 8. Army, commanding brigade, of operations 
September 13. 

No. 178.—Maj. James M. Goggin, Assistant Adjutant-General, @. S. Army, command- 
ing Conner’s brigade, of operations October 19. 

No. 179.—Abstract from inspection report of Smith’s brigade, Wharton’s division, for 
September 29. 

No. 180.—Abstract from inspection report of Patton’s brigade, for September 29. 

No. 181.—Brig. Gen. Bryan Grimes, C. S. Army, commanding Rodes’ (or Ramseur’s) 
division, Second Army Corps, of operations October 18-19. 

No. 182.—Abstract from inspection report of Rodes’ division, for September 30. 

No. 183.—Col. David G. Cowand, Thirty-second North Carolina Infantry, commanding 
Grimes’ brigade, of operations June 13-December 31. 

No. 184.—Col. John R. Winston, Forty-fifth North Carolina Infantry, commanding 
Forty-third and Forty-fifth North Carolina Infantry, of operations 
October 19. 

No. 185.—Abstract from inspection report of Gordon’s division, Early’s corps, for 
August 21. 

No. 186.—Maj. Gen. Lunsford L. Lomax, C. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Division, 
of operations September 19-November 2 and 12. 

No. 187.—Brig. Gen. John McCausland, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of oper- 
ations November 12. 

No. 188.—Col. Edwin G, Lee, Thirty-third Virginia Infantry, of operations Septém- 
ber 28. 


INO 1% 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, U. S. Army, commanding 
Middle Military Division, including operations August 4, 1864-Feb- 
ruary 27, 1865. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
In Camp Bight Miles South of Winchester, Va., August 11, 1864. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that at 5 o’clock yesterday 
morning (10th) I marched my command from Harper’s Ferry up the 
Shenandoah Valley, and went into position in the evening, with the 
right.of my line resting at Clifton and left at Berryville. Lowell’s bri- 
gade of cavalry at Summit Point, the balance of cavalry on the Mill- 
wood and Winchester pike. The enemy broke up camp at Bunker Hill 
at about the same hour, moved toward Winchester, and went into posi- 
tion, his right commanded by Breckinridge, on the Berryville pike, and 
left on road running from Summit Point to Winchester, his transporta- 
tion being at this point—Winchester. During the night this line was 
abandoned by him, excepting so much as rested on the Berryville pike, 
and a precipitate retreat toward Staunton commenced. The Berryville 
pike was given up by Breckinridge at about 9 a. m. to-day, and the 
movement of the entire force of the enemy was toward the Front Royal 
pike, down which it attempted to pass, but was prevented by General 
Merritt, after a sharp fight, in which he (Merritt) got possession of the 
pike; forcing the enemy to take the Strasburg and Cedar Creek road. 
At about 11 a.m. General Custer was crossed over Opequon Creek, 
advanced on Winchester, and opened with artillery on the enemy’s 
column, while the infantry was moved up Opequon Creek, on the east 
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side, and across the Millwood and Front Royal pikes, toward Stephens- 
burg or Newtown. General Merritt at this time was ordered to strike 
the enemy’s column on the Strasburg road, at Stephensburg, and force 
him still farther westward, or oblige him to give battle. In this move- 
ment General Merritt encountered Gordon’s division, repulsed an attack 
made by it at 6 o’clock this p. m., and made a bold push to get between 
the enemy and Strasburg, and thereby compel him to fight. This plan, 
however, was frustrated by a precipitate retreat, a portion of the 
enemy’s forces passing over into Back Creek Valley. I will continue 
the pursuit in the morning. The stories of plunder taken from Mary- 
land are all humbugs. They have but very little, just enough to 
subsist upon, no more, most of which has been taken from this valley. 
My casualties to-day will number about 125 cavalrymen. The infan- 
try has not yet had an opportunity of being engaged. I have ordered 
the telegraph from Harper’s Ferry to Cumberland repaired and the 
railroad to be put in running condition. I amas yet unable to state 
the exact number of prisoners taken to-day. Please telegraph this to 
General Grant. 
Yours, respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. 


(Copy forwarded to General Grant.) 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Camp at Cedar Creek, August 12, 1864—12 midnight. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the following operations of my 
command to-day: 

In my dispatch of last evening I reported my advance near Stephens- 
burg or Newtown. This morning at 5 a.m. 1 resumed the march on 
Middletown, near Cedar Creek, the cavalry and Sixth Corps passing 
through Newtown, the balance of the command marching across the 
country direct on Middletown, the whole command concentrating on 
Cedar Creek, near where the Strasburg pike crosses the creek. The 
enemy moved last night across Cedar Creek to Strasburg. Ail his trains 
were moved around by the Back Creek Valley road, crossing Cedar 
Creek high up and moving on Strasburg or Woodstock. A portion of 
my cavalry was detached at Stephensburg and struck the Back Creek 
Valley road, and followed the trains to the crossing of Cedar Creek, but 
did not succeed in capturing them. The enemy have made some show 
of resistance in front of Strasburg. I am yet unable to determine its 
character, and could not get my command sufficiently in hand to attack 
him this evening. I will have to make-a slight delay here to get. up 
my supply trains from Harper’s Ferry. They should reach Winchester 
to-night, coming here to-morrow forenoon. I regret that Grover’s divis- 
ion was not permitted to come to Harper’s Ferry, as I intended to use 
it as a strong guard for the subsistence trains. As they are now, the 
trains will be under the escort of Brigadier-General Kenly’s brigade 
(which is very small) as far as Winchester, and one of General Wright’s 
brigades from Winchester here. The prevailing report is that Long- 
street’s corps is marching from Staunton to support Early, and Grover 
should have been permitted to have come out. General Duffié has not 
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yet joined me, nor has General Averell or General Wilson. Generals 
Wilson and Duffié should have been here by this time, particularly the 
latter. A telegram from Captain Leet and also one from General Max 
Weber locates Longstreet in the Valley, marching here. A telegram 
from Lieutenant-General Grant received on the 9th stated that his 
(Longstreet’s) corps was still at Petersburg. I would like to hear from 
Lieutenant-General Grant in reference to the truth of this report. Gen- 
eral Early’s train is a very small one—not to exceed 250 wagons—and 
the ‘stories about accumulated plunder from Maryland are untrue. I 
am exceedingly anxious to hear whether Longstreet has left to come 
here or not. 
Very respectfully, Xe., 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
; Major-General, Commanding. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


WINCHESTER, VA., August 17, 1864—10 a. m. 
(Received 11 p. m.) 
General Merritt’s division of cavalry was attacked yesterday after- 
noon on north side of the Shenandoah by Kershaw’s division, of Long- 
street’s corps, and Wickham’s and Lomax’s brigades of cavalry. After 
avery handsome cavalry fight the enemy were badly beaten, with a 
loss of 2 stand of colors, 24 officers, and 276 men prisoners. Most of 
the prisoners are from Longstreet’s corps and Kershaw’s division. 
They came across the mountains from Culpeper, and report large 
re-enforcements from Lee’s army arriving. The cavalry made some 
handsome saber charges, in which most of the prisoners were captured. 
Colonel Devin was slightly wounded, but continued in the saddle. 
General Custer made a very narrow escape. Only Devin’s and Cus- 
ter’s brigades were engaged. I am moving my command to take up 
the position near Berryville, which I advised you of heretofore. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


HALLIOWN, W. VA., August 22, 1864--10.30 p.m. 
(Received 2 a, m. 23d.) 

Yesterday morning the enemy crossed Opequon Creek at different 
crossings in the vicinity of Smithfield or Middleway, and advanced on 
my position at Welch’s Spring, two miles west of Charlestown. Some 
skirmishing took place on the front of the Sixth Corps and of General 
Crook’s command during the day. The skirmish line of the Sixth 
Corps drove the enemy from the crest that they occupied in front of 
that corps. Skirmishing also took place with cavalry at Summit Point 
and Berryville, but of not much moment. My position at best being a 
very bad one, and, as there is much depending on this army, I fell back 
and took a new position in front of Halltown, without loss or,opposi- 
tion. This morning the enemy followed up, and some little skirmishing 
has taken place, but of no consequence. My loss yesterday was 270. 
Prisoners captured to-day report the whole of the enemy here with 
Longstreet.. This latter I do not believe. One of his divisions is here. 
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No rebels in Martinsburg up to yesterday. Torbert is at Shepherdstown 
with his cavalry, connecting with my right at this place. No enemy 
has crossed the Potomac, nor do I believe they will. Averell is on the 
north side watching the fords above Shepherdstown. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


HALLTOWN, W. VA., August 23, 1864—10 p. m. 
(Received 2 a. m. 24th.) 


I have nothing important to communicate to-night. The enemy seem 
to be in very strong force. I made a reconnaissance on both my right 
and left flanks this afternoon with cavalry. Found Fitzhugh Lee’s 
cavalry division and infantry on my left flank, on a little stream called 
Cat-tail Run, Lee’s cavalry pickets extending-to the Shenandoah. On 
the right cavalry, infantry, and artillery were found at Flowing Spring. 
No prisoners captured. Itis reported by scouts, left behind by me near 
Winchester, that both Pickett’s and’ Field’s divisions are here. This 
information is reported by them as coming from a Union man, at whose 
house they were concealed. They did not see them. -Dispatches from 
City Point contradict this positively. I have made my position here 
very strong. Ido not believe that Pickett’s and Field’s divisions are 
here. Will know to-morrow. These various reports are embarrassing. 
I have pursued a cautious policy and on the defensive. There have 
been heavy rains in the mountains. Kelley has notified me to look out 
for the pontoon bridges. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


HALLTOWN, W. VA., August 24, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
(Received 12.30 a. m. 25th.) 

I have the honor to report affairs here in about the same condition 
as yesterday. This morning General Crook made a reconnaissance, 
driving in the enemy’s advance line, punishing him severely, and cap- 
turing twenty men belonging to Early’s corps. General Emory made 
a reconnaissance and encountered the enemy in strong force in his front. 
I will commence operations with the cavalry to-morrow. I had cavalry 
at Martinsburg last night. No rebels there. The enemy have had a 
small infantry force there. Nothing has passed through Snicker’s Gap. 
The enemy appears in doubt as to what he cando. I think I can com- 
pel him to abandon his present position. My reports of to-day confirm 
the constant reports that I have been receiving, namely, that Pickett’s 
and Field’s divisions have joined Early. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 
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HALLTOWN, W. VA., August 25, 1864—8.30 p.m. 


There is no doubt of the presence here of a large portion of Long- 
street’s corps, General Anderson commanding. Early and Breckin- 
ridge moved this morning in the direction of Shepherdstown and were 
met by our cavalry near Kearneysville not far from Blue Spring or Lee- 
town. The cavalry was opposed by Breckinridge’s corps. After some 
skirmishing, Wilson’s division was ordered into its present position 
here, and Merritt to Shepherdstown. Merritt was followed and had to 
leave Shepherdstown and fall back here, Custer crossing to the north 
side at Shepherdstown. It is possible that I may have to cross the 
river to the north side, should the enemy cross. I have not yet cap- 
tured prisoners from any but Kershaw’s division, of Longstreet’s corps, 
but there is no doubt of General Anderson, who is temporarily in com- 
mand of that corps, being here. Ihave not heard from General Grant 
for three or four days. Have you anything from him? 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


HALLTOWN, W. VA., August 26, 1864—S8 p.m. 
(Received 10 a. m. 27th.) 
The movement of the enemy toward Shepherdstown yesterday 
amounted to nothing. It did not disturb me nor cause me to make 
any changes, except to send one division of cavalry to Antietam Creek, 
on the north side. No attempt was made to cross the ford, although 
it was left open for the enemy. ‘They must have retired to the vicinity 
of Charlestown. Averell reports cavalry in the vicinity of Williams- 
port and an attempt to cross; but no serious effort was made. This 
evening General Crook made a dash and drove in their heavy line of 
skirmishers on the left, and Colonel Lowell took advantage of it to 
make a cavalry charge, capturing seven officers and sixty-nine privates 
of Kershaw’s division. Among the officers is one lieutenant-colonel. 
I think I can manage this affair. I have thought it best to be very 
prudent, everything considered. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


HALiTowN, W. VA., August 27, 1864—2.30 p. m. 
(Received 8 p. m.) 
The enemy left my front last night, falling back to Smithfield or Mid- 
dleway. We captured 101 prisoners yesterday, and inflicted a, loss of 
150 killed and wounded. There have been a few feints to cross the 
river by cavalry at Williamsport, but there was no strength shown. 
The indications to-day are that they will fall back out of the Valley. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Major-General ‘HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 
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CAMP ON SMITHFIELD PIK®, 
THREE MILES AND A HALF FROM SMITHFIELD, VA., 
August 28, 1864—8.30 p.m. (Received 1.30 a. m. 29th.) 


The enemy yesterday and the night before moved from my front, con- 
centrating at Leetown and Smithfield. To-day I moved on these 
points. The enemy last night and this morning moved from these 
points to Bunker Hill, holding the crossing of the Opequon, leaving 
their cavalry at Leetown and Smithfield. General Merritt, with the 
First Cavalry Division, attacked them at Leetown, drove them from 
that place, and, after a handsome engagement, routed them at Smith- 
field and drove them across Opequon Creek. The cavalry engaged 
was Fitz Lee’s. The enemy’s cavalry pickets on the west bank of 
Opequon were relieved by infantry about night-fall. The enemy are 
concentrated at Bunker Hill from all reports. Whether they have left 
that point for Winchester is doubtful. I will be able to find out in the 
morning. Several handsome cavalry charges were made in the engage- 
ment of the First Division. The enemy suffered quite severely. Our 
loss was not very heavy. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEGK. 


CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., September 1, 1864—9.30 a. m. 
(Received 1.30 p.m.) 
Averell, who was at Martinsburg, was obliged to fall back to a point 
between Hainesville and Williamsport. I think that he will be able to 
advance again to-day. The two divisions sent to the rear have not yet 
accomplished anything, even to giving me information whether the 
enemy had sent any considerable force of troops from the Valley. I 
wanted to get between Strasburg and the remaining force. For this 
reason I have remained quiet here for the last dayortwo. The reports of 
the people are that the troops have been ordered back to Richmond. 
As yet, I have no good reason to believe that any have left. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


P. S.—I have just heard from Averell. As I supposed, the affair was 
not of much consequence, and he is going back to Martinsburg. 


PLoS. 
Major-General HALLECK, Chief of Staff. 


CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., September 2, 1864—6 p.m. 

Yesterday I directed Torbert, with his cavalry, to drive in the enemy’s 
pickets on the Opequon as far as the Front Royal pike, and to reach the 
Strasburg pike if possible, for the purpose of gaining information. This 
was done, and it was found that none of the enemy’s troops had, up to 
that time, left the Valley. To-day Averell attacked the enemy on the 
Winchester and Martinsburg pike, driving Vaughn’s cavalry from 
Bunker Hill, capturing some of his wagon train and a number of pris- 
oners. I have not yet received Averell’s official report. The enemy’s 
infantry commenced moving toward Winchester this morning. I will 
move to-night. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 


= Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK. 
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CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., September 2, 1864—7.30 p.m. 
Official dispatch from Averell confirms my previous telegram and the 
capture of 20 or 25 wagons, 2 battle-flags, and some prisoners. Early 
and his command commenced moving to-day. I have sent two divis- 
ions of cavalry to the Front Royal pike. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
_ Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


CLIFTON, NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA., 
September 4, 1864—8 p. m. 
Yesterday evening, just before dark, Kershaw’s division attacked 
Crook on the Berryville pike, and was handsomely repulsed, with a loss 
of 50 prisoners and over 200 killed and wounded. To-day has been 
spent-on both sides without any results. The indications look to an 


engagement to-morrow. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA., September 5, 1864—11 p.m. 
(Received 12 m. 6th.) 


In my dispatch of yesterday I supposed that an engagement would 
probably take place to-day, but the enemy withdrew during the night 
to the west side of the Opequon. I have not been able to verify the 
reports that any portion of the rebel troops in the Valley have as yet 
left for Richmond. Yesterday and to-day I have had prisoners from 
Early’s corps, Kershaw’s division, and from Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry. I 
have had no prisoners from Breckinridge’s corps for three days, but 
have had other information from prisoners, from scouts who have been to 
Winchester, and from my cavalry, who have been to the Front Royal and. 
Strasburg pike, that as yet no rebel troops have gone toward Richmond. 
My estimate of Early’s force is about 27,000 infantry. Captain Blazer’s 
company of mounted men, of General Crook’s command, had a fight 
with Mosby yesterday. Killed 2 officers and 11 men and captured 6 
men; also a number of horses and equipments. Our cavalry captured 
1 officer and 3 men. The enemy’s loss, in their attack on General 
Crook yesterday, was greater than I first reported. They left a num- 


ber of their dead unburied. 
P. H. SHERIDAN. 


Major-General HALLECK. 


NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA., September 5, 1864—9 p.m. 
(Received 1.25 a. m. 9th.) 
Nothing important to report to-day. I moved General Crook to 
Summit Point as Rodes moved from Stephenson’s Depot to Brucetown. 
Yesterday Wilson’s cavalry division crossed the Opequon and went in 


24 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA.,MD., AND PA. _—[Cuar. LY. 


the direction of Winchester; met by Kershaw’s division. Kershaw is 
on Early’s right, covering the Berryville pike. I telegraphed you some 
time ago that Lieutenant-General Anderson was here. He has not 
assumed command (being senior to Early), as only a part of his corps 
is here, but that he is here is unquestionable. There is no truth in the 
newspaper report of the loss of Crook’s ambulance train. Only one 
ambulance was lost and some twelve or thirteen horses. The train 
was attacked and badly stampeded by six of Mosby’s men. 
, P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA., September 9, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
(Received 8.30 a. m. 10th.) 
Nothing important to report to-day. My cavalry drove the pickets 
of Breckinridge’s corps from Opequon Creek, burned 4 flouring mills, 
and captured 2 officers and 8 men of Breckinridge’s command. The 
Potomac rose beyond fording last night, and I transferred to east side 
of Opequon Creek Averell’s train and a portion of his cavalry, still hold- 
ing Martinsburg pike, near Bunker Hill, and across to Gerrardstown. 
P, H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


NEAR BERRYVILLE, September 13, 1864—7 p.m. 
(Received 14th.) 
This morning I sent General Getty’s division, of the Sixth Corps, 
with two brigades of cavalry, to the crossing of the Summit Point and 
Winchester road, over Opequon Creek, to develop the force of the 
enemy at the crossing in that vicinity. Rodes’, Ramseur’s, Gordon’s, 
and Wharton’s divisions were found on the west bank. At the same 
time General Wilson, with McIntosh’s brigade of cavalry, dashed up 
the Winchester pike, drove the rebel cavalry at a run, came in contact 
with Kershaw’s division, charged it, and captured the Eighth South 
Carolina Regiment (16 officers and 145 men) and its battle-flag, and 
Colonel Henagan, commanding brigade, with a loss of only 2 men killed 
and 2 wounded. Great credit is due to Generals Wilson, McIntosh, and 
Third New Jersey and Second Ohio. The charge wasa gallantone. A 
portion of the Second Massachusetts, Reserve Brigade, made a charge 
on the right of our line and captured 1 officer and 11 men of Gordon’s 
division of infantry. Our loss in the reconnaissance is very light. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 


: Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


WINCHESTER, September 19, 1864—7.30 p.m. 
Ihave the honor to report that I attacked the forces of General 
Early on the Berryville pike at the crossing of Opequon Creek, and 
after a most stubborn and sanguinary engagement, which lasted from 
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early in the morning until 5 o’clock in the evening, completely defeated 
him, and, driving him through Winchester, captured about 2,500 pris- 
oners, 5 pieces of artillery, 9 army flags, and most of their wounded. 
The rebel General Rodes and General Gordon were killed,* and thrée 
other general officers wounded. Most of the enemy’s wounded and all 
their killed fell into our hands. Our losses are severe, among them 
General D. A. Russell, commanding division in the Sixth Corps, who 
was killed by a cannon-ball. Generals Upton, McIntosh, and Ghap- 
man. are wounded. I cannot yet tell our losses. The conduct of the 
officers and men was most superb. They charged and carried every 
position taken up by the rebels from Opequon Creek to Winchester. 
The enemy were strong in number and very obstinate in their fighting. 
I desire to mention to the lieutenant-general commanding the army the 
gallant conduct of Generals Wright, Crook, Emory, Torbert, and the 
officers and men under their command; to them the country is indebted 
for this handsome victory. A more detailed report will be forwarded. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


STRASBURG, September 20, 1864—9 p.m. 
(Received 21st.) 


Ihave the honor to report my command at Strasburg. My troops 
were so much fatigued by their work yesterday that I was only able to 
fellow the enemy a short distance south of Winchester last night. My 
infantry marched from Winchester to, Strasburg to-day. I could not 
get ready to attack the enemy before night. Early was badly whipped 
yesterday. I have not yet received full reports. The enemy left in 
‘Winchester over 3,000 wounded. We captured 5 pieces of artillery, a 
number of caissons, 4,000 stand of small-arms. My estimate of Early’s 
loss yesterday is over 7,000. He lost the following general officers: 
Rodes and Godwin, killed; Gordon, wounded mortally; Terry, Hays, 
Fitz Lee, and Bradley Johnson, wounded. General Ramseur reported 
by citizens as wounded; this is doubtful. My casualties will be about 
4,000; no accurate returns received. Colonel Duval, commanding 
division in Crook’s army, was wounded. General Chapman was slightly 
wounded; he is now on duty. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


STRASBURG, September 20, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
(Received 21st.) 
In consequence of a report that I received from Averell that Early 
had marched two divisions of his command down to Martinsburg, I 
changed the programme that I spoke about when I saw you at Charles- 
town, and moved directly up the Berryville pike. The information 
that Early had marched two divisions to Martinsburg was incorrect, 
and I found his whole force, excepting Kershaw’s division, which 
was at Front Royal, in my front. I then attempted, by swinging round 


*A mistake asto Gordon. Reference is probably to General A. C, Godwin, who 
was killed. 
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my left flank, to cut him off from Winchester. This movement would 
have been entirely successful if it had not been for the unfortunate 
giving way of a part of Ricketts’ division, Sixth Corps, and a portion 
of the Nineteenth Corps, which came back in confusion. This mishap 
was soon remedied by the good conduct of Upton’s brigade, of the First 
Division, Sixth Corps. The enemy then attempted to turn my right 
flank, but General Crook, who was up to that time held in reserve, 
went in and turned their left. Our whole line then advanced beauti- 
fully, routing the enemy at every point. From the best sources of in- 
formation that I have Karly’s strength is much greater than your esti- 
mate. The people of Winchester say that Early had yesterday on the 
field 28,000infantry. One of my staff, who was captured yesterday, and 
released by Early near this place this morning, and saw all their force, 
estimates it at least that number. I can scarcely think, however, that 
it is as high as these figures. The engagement was a very handsome. 
one, the lines at different points being in the open field. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT., 


STRASBURG, September 21, 1864—8.30 p.m. 
(Received 22d.) 

I have the honor to report that General Wilson’s cavalry division 
charged the enemy at Front Royal this morning, and drove them from 
Front Royalup the Luray Valley for a distance of six miles. I directed 
two brigades of the First Cavalry Division, with General Wiison’s di- 
vision, to follow the enemy up that valley and to push them vigorously. 
The enemy’s infantry occupy a very strongly fortified position in my 
front, across the Strasburg valley. Heavy fighting occurred during 
the day between the Sixth Corps and the enemy, and late in the even- 
ing a sharp fight took place between a brigade of the Second Division, 
Sixth Corps, and two or three regiments of the Third Division, Sixth 
Corps, [and the enemy,! in which the enemy was driven from a strong 
crest, and the crest held. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY Drviston, 
Six Miles from Woodstock, September 22, 1864—11.30 p. m. 
(Received 234d.) 

[ have the honor to report that I achieved a most signal victory over 
the army of General Early at Fisher’s Hill to-day. 1 found the rebel 
army posted with its right resting on the North Fork of the Shenandoah 
and extending across the Strasburg valley westward to North Moun. 
tain, occupying a position which appeared almost impregnable. After 
a great deal of maneuvering during the day, General Crook’s com- 
mand was transferred to the extreme right of the line on North Moun- 
tain, and he furiously attacked the left of the enemy’s line, carrying 
everything before him. While Crook was driving the enemy in the 
greatest confusion and sweeping down bebind their breast-works, the 
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Sixth and Nineteenth Army Corps attacked the rebel works in front, 
and the whole rebel army appeared to be broken up. They fled in the 
utmost confusion. Sixteen pieces of artillery were captured ; also a 
great many caissons, artillery horses, &c. Iam to-night pushing on 
down the Valley. I cannot say how many prisoners I have captured, 
nor do, I know either my own or the enemy’s casualties; only darkness 
has saved the whole of Early’s army from total destruction. My attack 
could not be made until 4 o’clock in the evening, which left but little 
daylight to operate in. The First and Third Cavalry Divisions went 
down Luray Valley to-day, and if they push on vigorously to the main 
valley, the result of this day’s engagement will be still more signal. 
The victory was very complete. A more detailed report will be made 
as soon as I can obtain the necessary data. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Woodstock, Va., September 23, 1864—8 a. m. 

I cannot as yet give you any definite account of the results of the 
battle of yesterday; our loss will be light. General Crook struck the 
left flank of the enemy, doubled it up, advancing down along their 
line. Ricketts’ division, of Sixth Army Corps, swung in and joined 
Crook, Getty’s and Wheaton’s divisions taking up the same movement, 
followed by the whole line, and, attacking: beautifully, carried the 
works of the enemy. The rebels threw down their arms and fled in 
the greatest confusion, abandoning most of their artillery. It was 
dark before the battle ended. I pursued on after the enemy during the 
night to this point, with the Sixth and Nineteenth Army Corps, and 
have stopped here to rest the men and issue rations. If General Tor- 
bert has. pushed down the Luray Valley according to my directions, he 
will achieve great results. I do not think that there ever was an army 
so badly routed. The Valley soldiers are hiding away and going to 
their homes. I cannot at present give you any estimate of prisoners. 
I pushed on regardless of everything. The number of pieces of artillery 
reported captured is sixteen. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Two Miles from Edenburg, September 24, 1864—6 p.m. 
(Received 25th.) 
The result of the battle of Fisher’s Hill gives us 20 pieces of artil- 
lery, 1,100 prisoners of war, a large amount of artillery ammunition, 
caissons, limbers, &c. Early expected to stay at Fisher’s Hill, and had 
placed all his artillery ammunition behind the breast-works. <A large 
amount of intrenching tools, small-arms, and débris were also taken; 
no accurate list received. I have been disappointed in the cavalry 
operations which were to have formed a part of this battle. My advance 
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was near Mount Jackson last night. The whole army is now moving 

forward. The country and small towns through this valley have a 

‘reat many of the enemy’s wounded. 

oo eared ‘ P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Commanding Armies of the United States. 


_ Srx Mites South oF NEw MARKET, 
September 24, 1864—11.30 p.m. (Received 26th.) 

I have the honor to report that I drove the enemy from Mount Jack- 
son to six miles beyond New Market without being able to bring on an 
engagement, The enemy moved rapidly. I had no cavalry present to 
hold them. General Torbert attacked Wickham’s men at Luray, and 
captured 100 prisoners. I have found rebel hospitals in all the towns 
from Winchester up to this place, all containing a number of wounded. 
T am now eighty miles from Martinsburg, and find it exceedingly diffi- 
cult to supply this army. The engagements of Winchester and Fisher’s 
Hill broke up my original plan of pushing up the Valley with a certain 
amount of supplies and then returning. There is not sufficient in the 
Valley to live off the country. I should have mentioned some days ago 
that Kershaw’s division left for Richmond about the 16th or 17th of 
September. When I last heard from it it was at Sperryville. It is 
reported to me that it has returned to the Valley. No other troops 
have left Early, either of cavalry or infantry. Breckinridge has gone 
in person to command the Department of the Southwest. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 


HARRISONBURG, September 25, 1864—11.80 p.m. 
(Received 27th.) 

I pressed the enemy hard yesterday; at the same time pushed forward 
Colonel Powell’s cavalry through Timberville, and struck the Valley 
pike in his rear. This latter movement stampeded him so badly that 
late last evening he gave up the Valley pike and struck off toward 
Keezletown and Port Republic, leaving the entire valley way free. All 
my infantry arrived at Harrisonburg at 4 p. m. to-day. Colonel Pow- 
ell’s cavalry reached Mount Crawford to-night. Torbert’s cavalry over- 
took me this evening. Its operations in the Luray Valley, on which I 
calculated so much, were an entire failure. They were held at Milford 
by two small brigades of Fitz Lee’s cavalry, and then fell back toward 
Front Royal until after they had learned of our success at Fisher’s 
Hill. They then proceeded up the valley again, encountering the 
enemy’s cavalry at Luray, capturing some 75 or 80 men and horses; 
then jomed me, via New Market. Powell’s cavalry whipped a por- 
tion of the enemy’s cavalry near Harrisonburg yesterday; captured 
and burned 9 wagons. I find at this place 450 wounded. I am now 
ninety-four miles from Martinsburg and 104 miles from Harper’s Ferry. 
I will send a column of cavalry to Staunton to-morrow morning, and 
will probably follow the enemy in the direction of Port Republic with 
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the infantry: Every hour brings me additional information of the 
demoralization of Early’s army. Reports late this evening say that he 
is moving toward Charlottesville; other reports are that he is going to 
Waynesborough. The part that I expected the cavalry to accomplish 
at Fisher’s Hill was a complete failure. I have relieved Averell from 
his command. Instead of following the enemy when he was broken at 
Fisher’s Hill, so that there was not a cavalry organization left, he 
went into camp, and let me pursue the enemy for a distance of fifteen 
miles with infantry during the night. Early burned quite a number ot 
wagous on his way up the Valley. He also abandoned two caissons on 
the Keezletown road not far from this place. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


HARRISONBURG, YA., September 26, 1864—7 p.m. 
(Received October 1.) 
GENERAL: I see a paragraph going the rounds of the papers that the 
Nineteenth Army Corps was late in coming into the fight at Winchester. 
I was entirely unconscious of this until I saw it in the papers. This 
statement was made by R. L. Shelley. I wish to say that it is incor- 
rect, and that this correspondent was arrested by my order 6n a 
previous occasion for writing untruthful accounts. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


HARRISONBURG, September 29, 1864—7.30 p. m. 
(Received October 2.) 

In my last dispatch I informed you that I pressed Early so closely 
through New Market, at the same time sending cavalry around his 
flank, that he gave up the Valley and took to the mountains, passing 
through Brown’s Gap. I kept up the pursuit to Port Republic, 
destroying 75 wagons and 4 caissons. I sent General Torbert, who 
overtook me at Harrisonburg, to Staunton with Wilson’s division of 
cavalry and one brigade of Merritt’s. Torbert entered Staunton on the 
26th, and destroyed a large quantity of rebel Government property— 
harness, saddles, small-arms, hard bread, flour, repair shops, &c. He 
then proceeded to Waynesborough, destroying the iron bridge over the 
South Branch of the Shenandoah, seven miles of track, the depot 
buildings, Government tannery, and a large amount of leather, flour, 
and stores, &c., at that place. He found the tunnel defended by in- 
fantry, and retired via Staunton, destroying, according to your orig- 
inal instructions to me. This morning I sent around Merritt’s and 
Custer’s divisions, via Piedmont, to burn grain, &c., pursuant to your 
instructions. My impression is that most of the troops which Early 
had left passed through the mountains to Charlottesville. Kershaw’s 
division came to his assistance, and, I think, passed along the west base 
of the mountains to Waynesborough. The advance of my infantry is 
at Mount Crawford, eight miles south of Harrisonburg. I will go on 
and clean out the Valley. {L am getting twenty-five to forty prisoners 
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daily, who come in from the mountains on each side and deliver them- 
selves up. From the most reliable accounts, Early’s army was com- 
pletely broken up and is dispirited. It will be exceedingly difficult for 
me to carry the infantry column over the mountains and strike at the 
Central road. I cannot accumulate sufficient stores to do so, and think 
it best to take some position near Front Royal, and operate with the 
cavalry and infantry. I will, however, stay here for a few days. 
Kershaw had not reached Richmond, but was somewhere in the vicin- 
ity of Gordonsville, when he received orders to rejoin Early. The 
destruction of the grain and forage from here to Staunton will be a 
terrible blow to them. All the grain, forage, &c., in the vicinity of 
Staunton was retained for the use of Early’s army; all in the lower 
part of the Valley was shipped to Richmond for the use of Lee’s army. 
The country from here to Staunton was abundantly supplied with 
forage and grain, &c. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


Woovstock, October 7, 1864—9 p.m. 
(Received 9th.) 

I have the honor to report my command at this point to-night. I 
commenced moving back from Port Republic, Mount Crawford, Bridge- 
water, and Harrisonburg yesterday morning. The grain and forage in 
advance of these points up to Staunton had previously been destroyed. 
In moving back to this point the whole country from the Blue Ridge to 
the North Mountains has been made untenable for a rebelarmy. I have 
destroyed over 2,000 barns filled with wheat, hay, and farming imple- 
ments; over seventy mills filled with flour and wheat; have driven 
in front of the army over 4[{,000] head of stock, and have killed 
and issued to the troops not less than 3,000 sheep. This destruc- 
tion embraces the Luray Valley and Little Fort Valley, as well as the 
main valley. A large number of horses have been obtained, a proper 
estimate of which I cannot now make. Lieut. John R. Meigs, my 
engineer officer, was murdered beyond Harrisonburg, near Dayton. For 
this atrocious act all the houses within an area of five miles were 
burned. Since I came into the Valley, from Harper’s Ferry up to Har- 
risonburg, every train, every sinall party, and every straggler has been 
bushwhacked by people, many of whom have protection papers from 
commanders who have been hitherto in this valley. From the vicinity 
of Harrisonburg over 400 wagon-loads of refugees have been sent back 
to Martinsburg; most of these people were Dunkers and had been 
conscripted. The people here are getting sick of the war; heretofore 
they have had no reason to compiain, because they have been living in 
great abundance. I have not been followed by the enemy up to this 
point, with the exception of a small force of rebel cavalry that showed 
themselves some distance behind my rear guard to-day. A party of 
100 of the Eighth Ohio Cavalry, which I had stationed at the bridge 
over the North Shenandoah, near Mount Jackson, was attacked by 
McNeill, with seventeen men; report they were asleep, and the whole 
party dispersed or captured. I think that they will all turn up; [learn 
that fifty-six of them have reached Winchester. McNeill was mortally 
wounded and fell into our hands. This was fortunate, as he was ‘the 
most daring and dangerous of all the bushwhackers in this section of the 
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country. .l would have preferred sending troops to you by the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad; it would have been the quickest and most concealed 
way of sending them. The keeping open of the road to Front Royal 
will require large guards to protect it against a very small‘number of 
partisan troops. It also obliges me to have a pontoon train, if it is to 
be kept open, to bridge the Shenandoah and keep up communication 
with Winchester. However, in a day or two I can tell better. I sent 
a party of cavalry through Thornton’s Gap, and directed the balance of 
the division of cavalry which I have left in the Valley to take position 
at Millwood, occupying Chester Gap and Front Royal. Thornton’s Gap 
I have given up, as of no value. With this disposition of forces, I will 
move infantry round the mountains, via Strasburg, as soon as possible. 
To-morrow I will continue the destruction of wheat, forage, &c., down 
to Fisher’s Hill. When this is completed the Valley, from Winchester 
up to Staunton, ninety-two miles, will have but little in it for man or 
beast. In previous dispatches I have used “lower Valley” when I 
should have said ‘upper Valley,” or, in other words, in my last dispatch 
I intended to say that the grain and forage from Staunton up to Lex- 
ington had been sent to Richmond, and that the grain and forage from 
Staunton to Strasburg had been left for the wintering of Early’s army. 
Yesterday Colonel Powell captured a guerrilla camp on the mountains, 
with ten wagons and teams. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


STRASBURG, October 9, 1864—12 midnight. 
(Received 11th.) 

In coming back to this point I was not followed in until late yester- 
day, when a large force of cavalry appeared in my rear. I then halted 
the command to offer battle by attacking the enemy. I became satis- 
fied that it was only all the rebel cavalry of the Valley commanded by 
Rosser, and directed Torbert to attack at daylight this morning and 
finish this ‘Savior of the Valley.” The attack was handsomely made. 
Custer, commanding Third Cavalry Division, charged on the Back road, 
and Merritt, commanding First Cavalry Division, on the Strasburg pike. 
Merritt captured five pieces of artillery. Custer captured six pieces 
of artillery, with caissons, battery forge, Wc. The two divisions cap- 
tured thirty-seven wagons, ambulances, &c. Among the wagons cap- 
tured are the headquarters wagons of Rosser, Lomax, and Wickham, 
and Colonel Pollard {Munford?]. The number of prisoners captured 
will be about 339. The enemy after being charged by our gallant cay- 
alry were broken, and ran; they were followed by our men on the jump 
twenty-six miles through Mount Jackson and across the North Fork of 
the Shenandoah. I deemed it best to make this delay of one day 
here and settle this new cavalry general. The eleven pieces of artil- 
lery captured to-day make thirty-six pieces of artillery captured in the 
Valley since the 19th of September. Some of the artillery captured 
was new and never had been fired before. The pieces were marked, 


“Tredegar Works.” 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
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CEDAR OREEK, October 11, 1864—7 p.m. 
(Received 12th.) 


I have seen no signs of the enemy since the brilliant engagement of 
the 9th instant. It was a square cavalry fight, in which the enemy was 
routed beyond my power to describe. He lost everything carried on 
wheels except one piece of artillery, and when last seen it was passing 
over Rude’s Hill, near New Market, on the keen run, twenty-six. miles 
from the battle-field, to which point the pursuit was kept up. The 
batterymen and horses, &c., were captured. The horses were all in 
good condition, but were all exchanged by our own cavalrymen for 
their broken-down animals. I have given you but a faint idea of the 
cleaning out of the stock, forage, wheat, provisions, &c., in the Valley. 
The casualties of the 9th will not exceed sixty men. The 100 men of 
the Eighth Ohio, dispersed while guarding the bridge over the North 
Shenandoah, have come in, except the officers. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tolles, my chief quartermaster, and Asst. Surg. Emil Ohlenschlager, 
medical inspector on my staff, were both mortally wounded by guer- 
rillas to-day, on their way to join me from Winchester; they were 
ambusecaded. Three men were killed and five wounded out of an escort 
of twenty-four. The refugees from Early’s army, cavalry and infantry, 
are organizing guerrilla parties and are becoming very formidable and 
are annoying me very much. I know of no way to exterminate them 
except to burn out the whole country and let the people go North or 
South. If I attempt to capture them by sending out parties, they 
escape to the mountains on fleet horses. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Colonel Powell, commanding cavalry division, on the 5th instant, cut 
down the railroad bridge over the Rapidan and threw it into the river. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


CUDAR CREEK, October 19, 1864—10 p.m. 
(Received 3 p. m. 20th.) 

I have the honor to report that my army at Cedar Creek was attacked 
this morning before daylight and my left was turned and driven in 
confusion; in fact, most of the line was driven in confusion, with the 
loss of twenty pieces of artillery. I hastened from Winchester, where 
I was on my return from Washington, and joined the army between 
Middletown and Newtown, having been driven back about four miles. 
I here took the affair in hand and quickly united the corps, formed 
a compact line of battle just in time to repulse an attack of the ene- 
my’s, which was handsomely done at about 1 p.m. At 3 p. m,, 
after some changes of the cavalry from the left to the right flank, I 
attacked with great vigor, driving and routing the enemy, capturing, 
according to last reports, forty-three pieces of artillery and very many 
prisoners. I do not yet know the number of my casualties or the losses 
of the enemy. Wagon trains, ambulances, and caissons in large num- 
bers, are in our possession. They also burned some of their trains. 
General Ramseur is a prisoner in our hands, severely, and perhaps 
mortally, wounded. I have to regret the loss of General Bidwell, killed, 
and Generals Wright, Grover, and Ricketts wounded— Wright slightly 
wounded. Affairs at times looked badly, but by the gallantry of our 
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brave officers and men disaster has been converted into a splendid 
victory. Darkness again intervened to shut off greater results. I 
now occupy Strasburg. As soon as obtained I will send you further 
particulars. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


a 


CEDAR CREEK, October 20, 1864—11.30 a. m. 
(Received 12 m. 21st.) 

_We have again been favored by a great victory—a victory won from 
disaster by the gallantry of our officers and men. The attack on the 
enemy was made about 3 p. m. by a left half-wheel of the whole line, 
with a division of cavalry turning each flank of the enemy, the whole line 
advancing. The enemy, after a stubborn resistance, broke and fled, and 
were pushed with vigor. The artillery captured will probably be over 
fifty pieces—this, of course, includes what was captured from our troops 
in the early morning. At least 1,600 prisoners have been brought in; 
also wagons and ambulances in large numbers. This morning the 
cavalry made a dash at Fisher’s Hill and carried it, the enemy having 
fled during the night, leaving only a small rear guard. I have to regret 
the loss of many valuable officers killed and wounded; among them 
Col. Joseph Thoburn, commanding division of Crook’s command, killed; 
Col. C. R. Lowell, commanding Reserve Cavalry Brigade, killed; Col. 
J. Howard Kitching, commanding brigade, wounded; Col. R. 8S. Mac- 
kenzie, commanding brigade, wounded severely; would not leave the 
field. I cannot yet give exact details. Many of our men captured by 
the enemy in the morning have made their escape and are coming in. 
Ramseur, commanding division in Early’s army, died this morning. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


CEDAR CREEK, October 21, 1864—4 p.m. 
(Received 6 p. m. 23d.) 

I pursued the routed forces of the enemy nearly to Mount Jackson, 
which point he reached during the night of the 19th and 20th without 
an organized regiment of hisarmy. From the accounts of our prisoners 
who have escaped and citizens the rout was complete. About 2,000 of 
the enemy broke and made their way down through the mountains on 
the left. For ten miles on the line of retreat the road and country was 
covered with small-arms, thrown away by the flying rebels, and other 
débris. Forty-eight pieces of captured artillery are now at my head- 
quarters. I think that not less than 300 wagons and ambulances were 
either captured or destroyed. The accident of the morning turned to 
our advantage as much as though the whole movement had. been 
planned. The only regret I have is the capture, in the early morning, 
of from 800 to 1,000 of our men. General, I want Getty, of the Sixth 
Corps, and the brave boys, Merritt and Custer, promoted by brevet. 
When I attacked. the enemy Merritt and Custer, under the direction of 
Torbert, fiercely attacked the enemy’s flanks, and when he broke closed 
in after dark and secured the artillery, trains, &c. My loss in killed. 
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and wounded will be between 3,000 and 4,000. I am now sending to 
the War Department ten battle-flags. The loss of artillery in the morn- 
ing was 7 from Crook, 11 from Emory, 6 from Wright. From all that I 
can learn [ think that Early’s re-enforcements could not be less than 
12,000 men. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


CEDAR CREEK, VA., October 25, 1864. 
(Received 26th.) 

I have found it impossible to move on the Central railroad as you 
desired.. If I do so it must be up the Valley via Swift Run Gap, or 
Brown’s Gap, or across via Front Royal and Chester Gap. To move 
up the Valley via the routes designated would be exceedingly difficult, 
on account of supplies and forage, and would demoralize the troops, now 
in magnificent trim. To move by Chester Gap I would have to leave 
at least 5,000 (the whole of General Crook’s) in the Valley. To open 
the Orange and Alexandria Railroad would require a corps on it to 
protect it, which would leave me very little to operate with successfully. 
To advance against Gordonsville and Charlottesville with a line of com- 
munication up this valley and through the Blue Ridge is impracticable. 
I have been meditating cavalry operations against the Central railroad 
as soon as the necessary preparations can be made. The cavalry has 
lost largely in numbers by expiration of service, and is not half so 
strong as it was six weeks ago. The battle of the 19th still increases 
inresults. Wecaptured forty-eight pieces of artillery, caissons, horses, 
and all the appointments. Twenty-four of the above number were 
captured from us in the morning; these I returned, and, in addition, 
allowed the batteries to refit and exchange, and have left twenty-four 
pieces of rebel artillery, with caissons complete, which I will send to 
Washington to-morrow. All the ambulances of the Nineteenth Corps 
captured by the enemy were retaken, with fifty-six rebel ambulances 
in good condition, and as many more were destroyed. A number of 
wagons and ambulances were burned unnecessarily by the cavalry in 
the excitement; not less than 300 wagons and ambulances were cap- 
tured or burned. The road between Cedar Creek and Fisher’s Hill for 
three miles was blocked by captured artillery and wagons. The rebel 
army did not stop at Fisher’s Hill, but continued to Mount Jackson on 
the night after the battle, and on to New Market next morning, and 
perhaps farther. The cavalry pursuit was kept up to a point between 
Edenburg and Mount Jackson. We captured fourteen battle-flags, ten 
of which I sent to the War Department and have four more yet to go. 
Persons who left the rebel army at Mount Jackson report it broken up 
and demoralized worse than it ever has been. Rest assured, general, 
I will strike, and strike hard, whenever opportunity offers. Iam anxious 
to get the recruits and conscripts for this army. We are now reduced 
to an effective force of not over 22,000 infantry. From the accounts of 
officers, Early’s infantry when he attacked me was 25,000; the number 
of cavalry not yet known. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 
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CEDAR CREEK, VA., October 27, 1864—12 midnight. 
(Received 10 a. m. 29th.) 

_Imade a demonstration up the Luray Valley yesterday with a por- 
tion of Powell’s division of cavalry, and to-day made a reconnaissance 
up the Strasburg valley as far as Woodstock and beyond. Powell met 
opposition from some of Lomax’s cavalry at the gorge near Milford, 
in the Luray Valley. In the main valley nothing was found. The 
enemy’s infantry was reported by deserters to be between New Market 
and Harrisonburg, with Rosser at Mount Jackson. These, with other 
demonstrations which I will make, will secure Augur against all but 
Mosby and the numerous robbers that now infest the country, and which 
one good regiment could clear out any time, if the regimental com- 
mander had spunk enough to try. There is a regiment of cavalry at 
Harper’s Ferry, one at Martinsburg, and one at Winchester, which is 
a sufficient mounted force to keep the Jower Valley clear, but they do 
not doit. Brigadier-General Duffié was captured between Winchester 
and Martinsburg. I respectfully request his dismissal from the service. 
I think him a trifling man and a poor soldier. He was captured by his 


own stupidity. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


WINCHESTER, VA., November 1, 1864—10 a.m. 
(Received 9 p. m.) 

I have nothing new to report. I have made cavalry demonstrations 
up the Luray Valley and up the main valley to prevent any concentra- 
tion on Augur in taking up the road. Nothing new was developed. 
Found some rebel cavalry at Milford, in Luray Valley, and nothing 
north of Mount Jackson, in the main valley. There cannot be anything 
but Mosby’s forces to annoy Augur. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


Newtown, November 10, 1864—9 a. m. 

I have started a brigade of infantry this morning from Winchester 
to protect the railroad working parties. I sent a brigade of cavalry 
there some dayssince. Ihave had a small division of cavalry operating 
on the east side of the mountains in the vicinity of Upperville, Paris, 
Bloomfield, and surrounding country. No enemy found there, nor had 
anything been in that section excepting Mosby’s command. A lot of 
stock, horses, sheep, and cattle were brought in by this force, and the 
grain, barns, subsistence, &c., so far as practicable, were destroyed. 
Any reports that you may have heard or received within the last few 
days of large raiding parties of the enemy, and of a concentration of 
Mosby near Berryville, are untrue. iG 

P, H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, 
Major-General HALLECK. 
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KERNSTOWN, November 12, 1864—10 p. m. 
(Received 7 p. m. 13th.) 


Yesterday evening the enemy’s cavalry made a demonstration on my 
front south of Newtown, and my scouts reported a large infantry force 
having moved down the pike to Middletown with the intention of attack- 
ing. This morning 1 had everything ready, but no attack was made. 
About 1 p. m. I moved Custer’s division of cavalry up the Back road and 
the Middle road. Pennington’s brigade met two brigades of Rosser’s cav- 
alry on the Back road, charged them, and drove them at a run four or five 
miles and across Cedar Creek, capturing some prisoners. While this was 
going on General Powell moved on the Front Royal pike and thence 
across toward Middletown. At Nineveh he met Lomax’s cavalry, in- 
creased by what is called John Morgan’s cavalry, charged it, capturing 
all of Lomax’s artillery (two pieces), with caissons, horses, artillerymen, 
&e., and his ammunition train, and ran his cavalry up the Luray Valley 
for a distance of eight or nine miles. One brigade of Merritt’s division 
moved up the pike late this evening, but nothing important occurred. 
Colonel Dudley’s brigade, of the Nineteenth Corps, moved out to demon- 
strate in this cavalry movement; also some sharpshooters of the Sixth 
Corps. Our losses are very slight. I have to regret the loss of Colonel 
Hull, of Pennington’s brigade, who was killed while gallantly leading a 
charge. Powell captured 14 commissioned officers, 200 privates, and 2 
battle-flags, killed several officers, and brought in 35 wounded. As yet 
I have seen no infantry, and think the report of the scouts untruthful. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


KERNSTOWN, November 14, 1864—11 a. m. 
(Received 10 p. m.) 

The reconnaissance made yesterday by the cavalry enables me to 
give you definite information of the recent movements of the enemy 
here. Early moved with his whole army from New Market on the same 
day that I moved back from Cedar Creek, under the impression, so 
prisoners’ say, that a large number of the troops here had been sent 
North on account of the election. He came down to the north side of 
Cedar Creek on the 12th. The information given by my scouts was 
correct in every particular. Early’s cavalry having been driven in and 
broken on both flanks, he fell back in great haste on the night of the 
12th instant, and, according to reports of prisoners, was going back to 
New Market. General Torbert pushed on to Strasburg yesterday, 
driving the enemy out of town and up to Fisher’s Hill. The cavalry 
fight of Powell and Custer was very creditable. Merritt was but slightly 
engaged after dark with the enemy’s infantry on the pike. The result 
of the day’s operations was 20 commissioned officers, 225 men, 2 pieces 
of artillery, 3 caissons, 2 battle-flags, and 4 ammunition wagons cap- 
tured, and the complete rout of the enemy’s cavalry. Our loss was only 
2 killed, 7 wounded, and_,7 captured. The railroad will soon be finished 
to the crossing of the Opequon Creek. I can then get long forage for 
our animals. They are now suffering very much from the cold weather 
and insufficiency of food. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
. Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 
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NEWTOWN, VA., November 15, 1864—12.30 a. m. 


Early’s army did not stop at Fisher’s Hill, but continued its retreat 
during the night of the 12th back to New Market. From the reports of 
prisoners and citizens the army was stampeded by the attack of our 
cavalry on his extreme flanks. I regret that I could not get sufficient 
positive information of Early’s presence, but all the prisoners captured 
early in the day were cavalrymen and were positive that no infantry 
had come this way. This incorrect information was true so far as they 
knew, as they had traveled on the side roads and could not see any of 
the infantry. Citizens report John Morgan’s cavalry, about 1,200 
strong, as the only organized re-enforcement that Early has received, 
but that the army has been increased by conscripts, detailed men, and 
men of the second class—farmers. They report Early’s army very much 


increased in numbers. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
City Point. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, _ 
November 24, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, U.S. Army, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of prop- 
erty captured and destroyed and lost by capture by the Middle Military 
Division during the campaign commencing August 10 and ending 
November 16, 1864, in accordance with telegraphic orders received from 
you. 


Iam, general, yours, respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


Report of property captured and destroyed (from the enemy) by the Middle Military Division, 
Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan, commanding, during the campaign commencing August 10, 


1864, and ending November 16, 1864. 
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Report of property lost by capture by the Middle Military Division during the campaign 
= ” commencing August 10, 1864, and ending November 16, 1864. 
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Most of the articles under the heading “lost by capture” were re- 
captured subsequently. The twenty-four pieces of artillery were all 
recaptured. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, U. S. Army, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Near Kernstown, Va., November 23, 1864. 


WINCHESTER, December 21, 1864—1.30 p.m. 


I heard from General Custer at Harrisonburg. He is in fine spirits, 
and says he will, he hopes, spend his Christmas in Lynchburg. I heard 
from General Torbert last night; he was then near Sperryville. The 
weather is so very bad—rain, snow, and sleet—that I feel a great deal of 
anxiety about the horses. ‘There are about 8,000 men on this raid; no 
artillery or wagons. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


WINCHESTER, December 22, 1864—8.30 p.m. 
(Received 23d.) 

General Custer reports that at or near Harrisonburg he encountered 
Rosser’s division of cavalry, supported by Rodes’ division of infantry, 
the cavalry and infantry having marched from Waynesborough to meet 
him, and after a Sharp fight before daylight he was obliged to come 
back. He captured 2 battle-flags and 33 prisoners. He has not yet 
reported to me the particulars. The fight was between Chapman’s 
brigade, of Custer’s division, and Payne’s brigade, of Rosser’s cavalry. 
Payne charged Chapman’s camp, but C[hapman] was ready for him. 
General Custer reports that Rosser’s division and Rodes’ division came 
from Waynesborough. I have not heard from Torbert, but sent this 
evening to apprise him of the condition of affairs with Custer. If 
Custer’s information is correct, it will for a while help Torbert. The 
weather here is intensely cold, and the ground covered with snow. Iam 
very anxious about Torbert, but think he will be able to take care of 
himself. Custer’s men and animals suffered much. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 
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WINCHESTER, December 24, 1864. 


I have no information from General Torbert. Custer has sent in his 
report of affair at Lacey’s Springs, near Harrisonburg, between Chap- 
man’s brigade, of his division, and Payne’s brigade, of Rosser’s. He 
repulsed and drove them, and there was no necessity for his return 
except bad weather and total absence of forage. Custer reports his loss, 
2 killed, 22 wounded, 20 prisoners. Enemy’s loss, killed and wounded, 
100, and 27 prisoners. The fight occurred before daylight. Custer had 
230 of his men frost bitten on the expedition. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 
Brig. Gen. J. A. RAWLINS, 
Chief of Staff. 


WINCHESTER, December 26, 1864—11 p.m. 
(Received 27th.) 


I have the honor to transmit the following report, just received, from 
General Torbert: 


DECEMBER 26—6 a. m. 


Ihave the honor to report that on Thursday, the 22d, I reached the Rapidan at 
Liberty Mills, having driven Jackson’s brigade of cavalry from Madison Court- 
House. At Liberty Mills Jackson made a junction with McCausland with two pieces 
of artillery. I drove them across the river, but they had the bridge mined and it 
blew up as my men got toit. It was impossible to force a crossing in front, so I 
made a detour on both flanks of five or six miles, which turned them out of their 
position and we captured their artillery (two pieces) and several prisoners. This 
move took till 8 or 9 o’clock at night. Next morning I pushed on toward Gor- 
donsville and I found them strongly posted in the gap, and I could not drive them 
out with 2,000 men, and I was making a movement to turn the position when infantry 
commenced to file into their breast-works and I commenced to withdraw, and am now 
ten miles south of Warrenton, and may be on the Little River turnpike to-night. I 
will try to come through Ashby’s Gap. My men and horses suffered almost beyond 
description with cold and bad weather. I captured one herd of cattle going south, 
about 200 head. I received your dispatches concerning Custer. I heard nothing of 
matters in the Valley before I got your dispatches, and expected more trouble in my 
rear, but thus far have not been troubled, 

A. T. A. TORBERT, . 


Brevet Major-General. 


P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Major-General SHERIDAN. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT. 


WINCHESTER, December 28, 1864. 
(Received 12.35 p. m.) 

General Torbert has just returned. In a more detailed report he 
says the great difficulty which he had was the cold, bad weather, and 
ice on the roads. He brings in 2 pieces of artillery, captured at Lib- 
erty Mills, 30 prisoners, and 1,000 head of stock. He reports that 
infantry came from Richmond to Gordonsville; that Rodes’ division 
was at Fishersville, between Staunton and Waynesborough, and did 
advance in the direction of Harrisonburg when Custer was in that 
vicinity. Other information which I have received is to the effect that 
Gordon’s division, or a part of it, moved out in the direction of Wythe- 


ville, W. Va. This later information comes from rebel sources. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, La., April 26, 1866. 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. JOHN ae f the United Stat 
hief of Staff, rs.. Armies of the Unite ates, 
nga recta Washington, D. C. : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit my report of the operations of 

the Army of the Shenandoah, from August 4, 1864, to February 27, 
1865, with reports of subordinate commanders; also sub-reports to my 
report of the march from Winchester to Petersburg, commencing Feb- 
ruary 27, 1865.* I have been long rendering this report, but the many 
changes to which I was subjected, and which separated me from sub- 
reports, and the arduous labors which I for a long time had after 
assignment to my present command, I beg to submit as my excuses 
for my great neglect. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; P., H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, U. 8S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, February 3, 1866. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah, commencing August 4, 
1864: 

On the evening of the 1st of August I was relieved from the com- 
mand of the Cavalry Corps of the Army of the Potomac, to take com- 
mand of the Army of the Shenandoah, and on arriving at Washington, 
on the 4th instant, I received directions from Maj. Gen. H. W. Hal- 
Jeck, Chief of Staff, to proceed without delay to Monocacy Junction, on 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and report in person to the lieuten- 
ant-general. At Monocacy the lieutenant-general turned over to me the 
instructions which he had previously given to Major-General Hunter, 
commanding the Department of West Virginia, a copy of which is 
herewith attached. The Army of the Shenandoah at this time con- 
sisted of the Sixth Corps, very much reduced in numbers; one division 
of the Nineteenth Corps; two smallinfantry divisions, under command 
of General Crook, afterward designated as the Army of West Vir- 
ginia; a small division of cavalry under General Averell, which was at 
that time in pursuit of General McCausland, near Moorefield, McCaus- 
land having made a raid into Pennsylvania and burned the town of 
Chambersburg. There was also one small division of cavalry, then 
arriving at Washington from my old corps. The infantry portion of 
these troops had been lying in bivouac in the vicinity of Monocacy 
Junction and Frederick City, but had been ordered to march the day 
I reported, with directions to concentrate at Halltown, four miles in 
front of Harper’s Ferry. After my interview with the lieutenant-gen- 
eral I hastened to Harper’s Ferry to make preparations for an immedi- 
ate advance against the enemy, who then occupied Martinsburg, 
Williamsport, and Shepherdstown, sending occasional raiding parties 
as far as Hagerstown, Md. The concentration of my command at Hall- 
town alarmed the enemy and caused him to concentrate at or near 
Martinsburg, drawing in all his parties from the north side of the 


see sub-reports of operations subsequent to February 27, 1865, to appear in Vol. 
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Potomac. The indications were that he had intended another raid 
into Maryland, prompted, perhaps, by the slight success’he had gained 
over General Crook’s command at Kernstown a short time before. 

The city of Martinsburg, at which the enemy concentrated, is on the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, at the northern terminus of the Valley 
pike—a broad inacadamized road running up the valley through Win- 
chester and terminating at Staunton. The Shenandoah Valley is acon- 
tinuation of the Cumberland Valley, south of the Potomac, and is: 
bounded on the east by the Blue Ridge and on the west by the eastern: 
slope of the Alleghany Mount&ins, the general direction of these chains: 
being southwest. The valley at Martinsburg is about sixty miles 
broad, at Winchester forty to forty-five, and at Strasburg twenty-five 
to thirty miles, where an isolated chain, called Massanutten Mountain, 
rises up, running parallel to the Blue Ridge, and terminates at Harri- 
sonburg. Here the valley again opens out fifty or sixty miles broad.. 
This isolated chain divides the valley for its continuance into two 
valleys—the one next the Blue Ridge being called the Luray Valley, 
the one west of it the Strasburg or main valley. The Blue Ridge has 
many passes through it called gaps. The principal ones, and those 
which have good wagon roads, are Snicker’s, Ashby’s, Manassas, 
Chester, Thoroughfare, Swift Run, Brown’s, Rockfish, and two or three 
others from the latter one up to Lynchburg. Many have macadamized 
roads through them, and, indeed, are not gaps, but small valleys 
through the main chain. The general bearing of all these roads is 
toward Gordonsville, and are excellent for troops to move upon from 
that point into the valley; in fact, the Blue Ridge can be crossed almost 
anywhere by infantry or cavalry. The valley itself was rich in grain, 
cattle, sheep, hogs, and fruit, and was in such a prosperous condition 
that the rebel army could march down and up it, billetting on the 
inhabitants. Such, in brief,is the outline and was the condition of the 
Shenandoah Valley when I entered it August 4, 1864. 

Great exertions were made to get the troops in readiness for an 
advance, and on the morning of August 10, General Torbert’s division 
of cavalry having joined me from Washington, a forward movement 
was commenced. The enemy while we were making our preparations 
took position at Bunker Hill and vicinity, twelve miles south of Martins- 
burg, frequently pushing his scouting parties through Smithfield and 
up to Charlestown. Torbert was ordered to move on the Berryville 
pike, through Berryville, and go into position near White Post; the 
Sixth Corps moved via the Charlestown and Summit Point road to 
Clifton; the Nineteenth Corps moved on the Berryville pike, to the left 
of the position of the Sixth Corps at Clifton; General Crook’s command, 
via Kabletown, to the vicinity of Berryville, coming into position on 
the left of the Nineteenth Corps, and .Colonel Lowell, with two small 
regiments of cavalry, was’ ordered to Summit Point; so that on the 
night of August 10 the army occupied a position stretching from Clifton 
to Berryville, with cavalry at White Post and Summit Point. The 
enemy moved from vicinity of Bunker Hill, stretching his line from 
where the Winchester and Potomac Railroad crosses Opequon Creek 
to where the Berryville and Winchester pike crosses the same stream, 
occupying the west bank. 

On the morning of August 11 the Sixth Corps was ordered to move 
from Clifton across the country to where the Berryville pike crosses 
Opequon Creek, carry the crossing, and hold it; the Nineteenth Corps 
was directed to move through Berryville, on the White Post road, for 
one mile, file to the right by heads of regiments at deploying clistances, 
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and carry and hold the crossing of Opequon Creek at a ford about 
three-fourths of a mile from the left of the Sixth Corps. Crook’s com- 
mand was ordered to move out on the White Post road one mile and a 
halt: beyond Berryville, file to the right and secure the crossing of 
Opequon Creek at a ford about one mile to the left of the Nineteenth 
Corps. Torbert was directed to move with Merritt’s division of cavalry 
up the Millwood pike toward Winchester, attack any force he might 
find, and, if possible, ascertain the movements of the rebel army. 
Lowell was ordered to close in from Summit Point on the right of the 
Sixth Corps. My intention. in securing these fords was to march on 
Winchester, at which point, from all my information on the 10th, I 
thought the enemy would make a stand. In this I was mistaken, as 
the results of Torbert’s reconnaissance proved.- Merritt found the 
enemy’s cavalry covering the Millwood pike west of the Opequon, and, 
attacking it, drove it in the direction of Kernstown and discovered 
the enemy retreating up the Valley pike. As soon as this information 
was obtained Torbert-was ordered to move quickly via the toll-gate on 
the Front Royal pike to Newtown, to strike the enemy’s flank and 
harass him in his retreat, and Lowell to follow,up through Winchester. 
Crook was turned to the left and ordered to Stony Point, or Nineveh, 
while Emory and Wright were marched to the left and went into camp 
between the Millwood and Front Royal pikes, Crook encamping at 
Stony Point. Torbert met some of the enemy’s cavalry at the toll- 
gate on the Front Royal pike, drove it in the direction of Newtown and 
behind Gordon’s division of infantry, which had been thrown out. from 
Newtown to cover the flank of the main column in its retreat, and, 
which had put itself behind rail barricades. A portion of Merritt’s 
cavalry attacked this infantry and drove in its skirmish line and, 
although unable to dislodge the division, held all the ground gained. 
The rebel division during-the night moved off. 

Next day Crook moved from Stony Point to Cedar Creek; Emory 
followed; the cavalry moved to the same point, via Newtown and the 
Valley pike, and the Sixth Corps followed the cavalry. On the night 
of the 12th Crook was in position at Cedar Creek, on the left of the 
Valley pike, Emory on the right of the pike, the Sixth Corps on the 
right of Emory, and the cavalry on the right and left flanks. A heavy 
skirmish line was thrown to the heights on the south side of Cedar 
Creek, which had brisk skirmishing during the evening with the 
enemy’s pickets, his (the enemy’s) main force occupying the heights 
above and north of Strasburg. On the morning of the 13th the cavalry 
was ordered on a reconnaissance toward Strasburg on the Middle road, 
which road is two miles and a half to the west of the main pike. Reports 
of a column of the enemy moving up from Culpeper Court-House and 
approaching Front Royal through Chester Gap having been received, 
caused me much anxiety, as any considerable force advanced through 
Front Royal and down the Front Royal and Winchester pike toward 
Winchester could be thrown in my rear; or, in case of my driving the 
enemy to Fisher’s Hill and taking position in his front, this same force 
could be moved along the base of Massanutten Mountain, on the road 
to Strasburg, with the same result. As my effective line of battle 
strength at this time was about 18,000 infantry and 3,500 cavalry, I 
remained quiet during the day—except the activity on the skirmish 
line—to await further developments. In the evening the enemy retired 
with his main force to Fisher’s Hill. As the rumors of an advancing 
force from the direction of Culpeper kept increasing, on the morning of 
the 14th I sent a brigade of cavalry to Front Royal to ascertain defi- 
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nitely,if possible, the truth of such reports, and at the same time crossed 
the Sixth Corps to the south side of Cedar Creek and occupied the 
heights above Strasburg. Considerable picket-firing ensued. During 
the day I received from Colonel Chipman, of the Adjutant-General’s 
Office, the following dispatch, he having ridden with great haste from 
Washington, through Snicker’s Gap, escorted by aregiment of cavalry, 
to deliver the same. It at once explained the movement from Culpeper, 
and on the morning of the 15th the remaining two brigades of Merritt’s 
division of cavalry were ordered to the crossing of the Shenandoah 
River near Front Royal, and the Sixth Corps withdrawn to the north 
side of Cedar Creek, holding at Strasburg a strong skirmish line: 


Ciry POINT, August 12, 1864—9 a.m. 
Major-General HaLLEcK: 


Inform Sheridan that it is now certain two divisions of infantry have gone to Early, 
and some cavalry and twenty pieces of artillery. This movement commenced last: 
Saturday night. He must be cautious and act now on the defensive until move- 
ments here force them to this* to sepd this way. Early’s force, with this increase, 
cannot exceed 40,000 men, but this is too much for Sheridan to attack. Send Sheridan 
the remaining brigade of the Nineteenth Corps. I have ordered to Washington all 
the 100-days’ men. Their time will soon be out, but, for the present, they will do to 
serve in the defenses. 

U. 8. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


The receipt of this dispatch was very important to me, as I possibly 
would have- remained in uncertainty as to the character of the force 
coming tn on my flank and rear until it attacked the cavalry, as it did 
on the 16th. I at once looked over the map of the Valley for a defensive 
line—that is, where a smaller number of troops could hold a greater 
number—and could see but one such. I refer to that at Halltown, in 
front of Harper’s Ferry. Subsequent experience has convinced me 
that no other really defensive line exists in the Shenandoah Valley. I 
therefore determined to move back to Halltown, carry out my instruc- 
tions to destroy forage and subsistence, and increase my strength by 
Grover’s division, of the Nineteenth Corps, and Wilson’s division of 
cavalry, both of which were marching to join me via Snicker’s Gap. 
Emory was ordered to move to Winchester on the night of the 15th, 
and on the night of the 16th the Sixth Corps and Crook’s command 
were ordered to Clifton via Winchester. In the movement to the rear 
to Halltown the following orders were given to the cavalry and were 
executed: 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Cedar Creek, Va., August 16, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. T. A. TORBERT, " 
Chief of Cavalry, Middle Military Division: 

GENERAL: In compliance with instructions of the lieutenant-general command- 
ing, you will make the necessary arrangements and give the necessary orders for the 
destruction of the wheat and hay south of a line from Millwood to Winchester and 
Petticoat Gap. You will seize all mules, horses, and cattle that may be useful to 
our army. Loyal citizens can bring in their claims against the Government for this 
necessary destruction. No houses will be burned, and officers in charge of this deli- 
cate, but necessary, duty must inform the people that the object is to make this Val- 
ley untenable for the raiding parties of the rebel army. 


Very respectfully, P. H. SHERIDAN 
. . , 


send this way.” 
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On the afternoon of the 16th I moved my headquarters back to 
Winchester; while moving back, at Newtown, I heard cannonading at 
or near Front Royal, and on reaching Winchester, Merritt’s couriers 
brought dispatches from him, stating that he had been attacked at the 
crossing of the Shenandoah by Kershaw’s division, of Longstreet’s 
corps, and two brigades of rebel cavalry, and that he had handsomely 
repulsed the attack, capturing 2 battle-flags and 300 prisoners. Dur- 
ing the night of the 16th and early on the morning of the 17th Emory 
moved from Winchester to Berryville, and on the morning of the 17th 
Crook and Wright reached Winchester and resumed the march toward 
Clifton, Wright, who had the rear guard, getting only as far as the 
Berryville crossing of the Opequon, where he was ordered to remain, 
Crook getting to the vicinity of Berryville. Lowell reached Winchester 
with his two regiments of cavalry on the afternoon of the 17th, where he 
was joined by General Wilson’s division of cavalry. Merritt, after his 
handsome engagement near Front Royal, was ordered back to the vicin- 
ity of White Post, and General Grover’s division joined Emory at Berry- 
ville. Theenemy having a signal station on Three Top Mountain, almost 
overhanging Strasburg, and from which every movement made by our 
troops could be seen, was notified early on the morning of the 17th as 
to this condition of affairs, and without delay followed after us, getting 
into Winchester about sundown, and driving out General Torbert, who 
was left there with Wilson and Lowell, and the Jersey brigade of the 
Sixth Corps. Wilson and Lowell fell back to Summit Point, and the 
Jersey brigade joined its corps at the crossing of the Opequon.  Ker- 
shaw’s division and two brigades of Fitz Lee’s cavalry division, which 
was the force at Front Royal, joined Early at Winchester, I think, on 
the evening of the 17th. 

On the 18th the Sixth Corps moved, via Clifton, to Flowing Spring, 
two miles and a half west of Charlestown, on the Smithfield pike; 
Emory about two miles and a half south of Charlestown on the Berry- 
ville pike; Merritt came back to Berryville; Wilson remained at Sum- 
mit Point, covering the crossing of Opequon Creek as far north as the 
bridge at Smithfield, Merritt covering the crossing of the Berryville 
pike; Crook remained near Clifton, and the next day moved to the left 
of Emory. This position was maintained until the 21st, when ‘the 
enemy moved a heavy force across the Opequon at the bridge at 
Smithfield, driving in the cavalry pickets, which fell back to Summit 
Point, and advanced rapidly on the position of the Sixth Corps near 
Flowing Spring, when a very sharp and obstinate skirmish took place 
with the heavy picket-line of that corps, resulting very much in its 
favor. The enemy appeared to have thought that I had taken position 
near Summit Point, and that by moving around rapidly through Smith- 
field he would get into my rear. In this, however, he was mistaken. 
During the day Merritt, who had been attacked and held his ground, 
was recalled from Berryville. Wilson had also been attacked by infan- 
try, and had also held his ground until ordered in. During the night 
of the 21st the army moved back to Halltown without inconvenience 
or loss, the cavalry, excepting Lowell’s command, which formed on the 
left, moving early on the morning of the 22d, and going into position 
on the right of the line. 

On the morning of the 22d the enemy moved up to Charlestown, and 
pushed well up to my position at Halltown, skirmishing with the cav- 
alry vedettes. The dispatches received from the lieutenant-general com- 
manding, from Capt. G. K. Leet, assistant adjutant-general, at Wash- 
ington, and information derived from my scouts and from prisoners 
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captured, .were of so conflicting and contradictory a nature that I 
determined to ascertain, if possible, while on this defensive line, what 
re-enforcements had actually been received by the enemy. This could 
only be done by frequent reconnaissances, and their results convinced 
me that but one division of infantry (Kershaw’s) and one division 
of cavalry (Fitz Lee’s) had joined him. On the 23d I ordered a 
reconnaissance by Crook, who was on the left, resulting in a small 
capture and a number of casualties to the enemy. On the 24th 
another reconnaissance was made, capturing a number of prisoners, 
our own loss being about thirty men. On the 25th there was a 
Sharp picket-firing during the day on part of the infantry line. The 
cavalry was ordered to attack the enemy’s cavalry. at Kearneys- 
ville. This attack was handsomely made, but instead of finding the 
enemy’s cavalry his infantry was encountered, and for a time doubled 
up and thrown into the utmost confusion. It was marching toward 
Shepherdstown. This engagement was somewhat of a mutual surprise, 
our cavalry expecting to meet the enemy’s cavalry and his jnfantry 
expecting no opposition whatever. General Torbert, who was in com- 
mand, finding a large force of the rebel infantry in his front, came back 
to our left, and the enemy, believing his (the enemy’s) movement had 
been discovered and that the force left by him in my front at Halltown 
would be attacked, returned in great haste, but before doing so isolated 
Custer’s brigade, which had to cross to the north side of the Potomac 
at Shepherdstown and join me via Harper’s Ferry. For my own part, I 
believed Early meditated a crossing of his cavalry into Maryland at 
Williamsport, and I sent Wilson’s division around by Harper’s Ferry to 
watch its movements. Averell, in the meantime, had taken post at 
Williamsport, on the north side of the Potomac, and held the crossing 
against a force of rebel cavalry which made the attempt to cross. 

On the night of the 26th the enemy silently left my front, moving 
over Opequon Creek at the Smithfield and Summit Point crossings, 
and concentrating his force at Brucetown and Bunker Hill, leaving his 
cavalry at Leetown and Smithfield. On the 28th I moved in front of 
Charlestown with the infantry and directed Merritt to attack the 
enemy’s cavalry at Leetown, which he did, defeating it and pursuing it 
through Smithfield. Wilson recrossed the Potomac at Shepherdstown 
and joined the infantry in front of Charlestown. On the 29th Averell 
crossed at Williamsport and advanced to Martinsburg. On the same 
day two divisions of the enemy’s infantry and a small force of cavalry 
attacked Merritt at the Smithfield bridge, and after a hard fight drove 
him through Smithfield and back toward Charlestown, the cavalry fight- 
ing with great obstinacy until I could re-enforce it with Ricketts’ 
division, of the Sixth Corps, when in turn the enemy was driven back 
through Smithfield and over the Opequon, the cavalry again taking 
post at the Smithfield bridge. On the 30th Torbert was directed to 
move Merritt and Wilson to Berryville, leaving Lowell to guard the 
Smithfield bridge and occupy the town. On the 31st Averell was 
driven back trom Martinsburg to Falling Waters. From the Ist to 
the 3d of September nothing of importance occurred. On the 3d 
Averell, who had returned to Martinsburg, advanced on Bunker 
Hill, attacked McCausland’s cavalry, defeated it, capturing wagons 
and prisoners, and destroying a good deal of property. The infattry 
moved into position, stretching from Clifton to Berryville, Wright 
moving by Summit Point, Crook and Emory by the Berryville pike. 
Torbert had been ordered to White Post early in the day, and the 
enemy, supposing he could cut him off, pushed across the Opequon 
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toward Berryville, with Kershaw’s division in advance; but this division, 
not expecting infantry, blundered onto Crook’s lines about dark, and 
was vigorously attacked and driven, with heavy loss, back toward the 
Opequon. This engagement, which wasafter night-fall, was very spirited, 
and our own and the enemy’s casualties severe. From this time until the 
19th of September I occupied the line from Clifton to Berryville, trans- 
ferring Crook to Summit Point on the 8th to use him as a movable column 
to protect my right flank and line to Harper’s Ferry, while the cavalry 
threatened the enemy’s right flank and his line of communications up the 
Valley. The difference of strength between the two opposing forces at 
this time was but little. As I had learned beyond doubt from my scouts 
that Kershaw’s division, which consisted of four brigades, was to be 
ordered back to Richmond, I had for two weeks patiently awaited its with- 
drawal before attacking, believing the condition of affairs throughout 
the country required great prudence on my part, that a defeat of the 
forces ‘of my command could be ill afforded, and knowing that no inter- 
ests in the Valley, save those of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, were 
suffering by the delay. In this view I was coinciding with the lieu- 
tenant-general commanding. 

Although the main force remained without change of position 
from September 3 to 19, still the cavalry was employed every day in 
harassing the enemy, its opponents being principally infantry. In 
these skirmishes the cavalry was becoming educated to attack infantry 
lines. On the 13th one of these handsome dashes was made by Gen- 
eral McIntosh, of Wilson’s division, capturing the Eighth South-Caro- 
lina Regiment at Abraham’s Creek. On the same day Getty’s division, 
of the Sixth Corps, made a reconnaissance to the Opequon, developing 
a heavy force of the enemy at Edwards’ [Gilbert’s?] Crossing. The posi- 
tion which I had taken at Clifton was six miles from Opequon Creek, 
on the west bank of which the enemy was in position. This distance 
of six miles I determined to hold as my territory by scouting parties, 
and in holding it in this way, without pushing up the main force, I 
éxpected to be able to move on the enemy at the proper time without 
his obtaining the information, which he would immediately get from his 
pickets if I was in close proximity.. On the night of the 15th I received 
reliable information that Kershaw’s division was moving through Win- 
chester and in the direction of Front Royal. Then our time had come, 
and I almost made up my mind that I would fight at Newtown, on the 
Valley pike, give up my line to the rear, and take that of the enemy. 
From my position at Clifton I could throw my force into Newtown before 
Early could get information and move to that point. I was a little 
timid about this movement until the arrival of General Grant, at 
Charlestown, who indorsed it, and the order for the movement was made 
out, but in consequence of a report from General Averell on the after- 
noon of the 18th of September, that Early had moved two divisions to 
Martinsburg, I changed this programme and determined to first catch 
the two divisions, remaining in vicinity of Stephenson’s Depot, and then 
the two sent to Martinsburg in detail. This information was the cause 
of the battle of Opequon, instead of the battle of Newtown. 

At 3 o’clock on the morning of the 19th of September the army moved 
to the attack. Torbert was directed to advance with Merritt’s division 
of cavalry from Summit Point, carry the crossings of Opequon Creek, 
and form a junction, at some point near Stephenson’s Depot, with 
Averell, who moved from Darkesville. Wilson was ordered to move 
rapidly up the Berryville pike from Berryville, carry its crossing of the 
Opequon, and charge through the gorge or cafion; the attack to ‘be 
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supported by the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps, both of which moved 
across country to the same crossing of the Opequon. Crook moved 
across country, to be in reserve at the same point. Wilson, with 
MeIntosh’s brigade leading, made a gallant charge through ‘the long 
canon, and meeting the advance of Ramseur’s rebel infantry division, 
drove it back and captured the earth-work at the mouth of the cation; 
this movement was immediately followed up by the Sixth Corps. The 
Nineteenth Corps was directed for convenience of movement to report 
to General Wright on its arrival at Opequon Creek. I followed up the 
cavalry attack, and selected the ground for the formation of the Sixth 
and Nineteenth Corps, which went into line under a heavy artillery 
fire. A good deal of time was lost in this movement through the cafon, 
.and it was not till perhaps 9 a. m. that the order for the advance in 
line was given. I had from early in the morning become apprised that 
I would have to engage Early’s entire army, instead of two divisions, 
and determined to attack with the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps, holding 
Crook’s command as a turning column to use only when the crisis of 
the battle occurred, and that I would put him in on my left and still 
get the Valley pike. The attack was, therefore, made by the Sixth and 
Nineteenth Corps, in avery handsome style and under a heavy fire 
from the enemy, who held a line which gave him the cover of slight 
brushwood and corn-fields. The resistance during this attack was 
obstinate, and as there were no earth-works to protect, deadly to both 
sides. The enemy, after the contest had been going on for some time, 
made a counter-charge, striking the right of the Sixth Corps and left 
of the Nineteenth, driving back the center of my line. It was at: this 
juncture that I ordered a brigade of Russell’s division, of the Sixth 
Corps, to wait till the enemy’s attacking column presented its flank, 
then to strike it with vigor. This was handsomely done, the brigade 
being led by General Russell, and its commander, Upton, in person. 
The enemy in turn was driven back, our line re-established, and most of 
the 2,000 or 3,000 men who had gone to the rear brought back. I still 
would not order Crook in, but placed him directly in rear of the line of 
battle; as the reports, however, that the enemy were attempting to turn 
my right kept continually increasing, I was obliged to put him in on 
that flank, instead of on the left as was originally intended. He was 
directed to act as a turning column, to find the left of the enemy’s line, 
strike it in flank or rear, break it up, and that I would order a left half- 
wheel of the line of battle to support him. In this attack the enemy 
was driven in confusion from his position, and simwWtaneous with it 
Merritt and Averell, under Torbert, could be distinctly seen sweeping 
up the Martinsburg pike, driving the enemy’s cavalry before them, ina 
confused mass through the broken infantry. I then rode along the line 
of the Nineteenth and. Sixth Corps, ordered their advance, and directed 
Wilson, who was on the left flank, to push on and gain the Valley pike, 
south of Winchester; after which I returned to the right, where the 
enemy was still fighting with obstinacy in the open ground in front of 
Winchester, and ordered Torbert to collect his cavalry and charge, 
which was done simultaneously with the infantry advance, and the 
enemy routed. 

At daylight on the morning of the 20th of September the army 
moved rapidly up the Valley pike in pursuit of the enemy, who had 
continued his retreat during the night to Fisher’s Hill, south of Stras- 
burg. Fisher’s Hill is the bluff immediately south of and over a littie 
stream called Tumbling Run, and is a position which was almost im- 
pregnable to a direct assault, and as the valley is but about three miles 
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and a half wide at this point, the enemy considered himself secure on 
reaching it and commenced erecting breast-works across the valley 
from Fisher’s Hill to North Mountain; so secure, in fact, did he con- 
sider himself that the ammunition-boxes were taken from the caissons 
and placed for convenience behind the breast-work. On the evening of 
September 20 Wright and Emory went into position on the heights of 
Strasburg, Crook north of Cedar Creek, the cavalry to the right and rear 
of Wright and Emory, extending to the Back road. This night I resolved 
to use a turning column again, and that I would move Crook unper- 
ceived, if possible, over onto the face of Little North Mountain and let 
him strike the left and rear of the enemy’s line, and then, if success- 
ful, make a left half-wheel of the whole line of battle to his support. 
To do this required much secrecy, as the enemy had a signal station on 
Three Top Mountain, from which he could see every movement made 
by our troops; therefore, during the night of the 20th I concealed. 
Crook in the timber north of Cedar Creek, where he remained during 
the 21st. On the same day I moved Wright and Emory up in the 
front of the rebel line, getting into proper position after a severe en- 
gagement between a portion of Ricketts’ and Getty’s divisions, of the 
Sixth Corps, and a strong force of the enemy. Torbert, with Wilson’s 
and Merritt’s cavalry, was ordered down the Luray Valley in pursuit 
of the enemy’s cavalry, and after defeating or driving it, to cross over 
Luray pike to New Market, and intercept the enemy’s infantry should 
I drive it from the position at Fisher’s Hill. 

On the night of the 21st Crook was moved to, and concentrated in, 
the timber near Strasburg, and at daylight on the 22d marched to, and 
massed in, the timber near Little North Mountain. I did not attempt 
to cover the long front presented by the enemy, but massed the Sixth 
and Nineteenth Corps opposite the right center of his line. After 
Crook had gotten into the position last named, I took out Ricketts’ 
division, of the Sixth Corps, and placed it opposite the enemy’s left 
center, and directed Averell with his cavalry to go up on Ricketts’ 
front and right and drive in the enemy’s skirmish line, if possible. 
This was done, and the enemy’s signal officer on Three Top Mountain, 
mistaking Ricketts’ division for my turning column, so notified the 
enemy and he made his arrangements accordingly, whilst Crook, with- 
out being observed, moved on the side of Little North Mountain and 
struck the enemy’s left and rear so suddenly and unexpectedly that he 
(the enemy), supposing he must have come across the mountains, 
broke, Crook swinging down behind the line, Ricketts swinging in and 
joming Crook, and so on the balance of the Sixth and Nineteenth 
Corps, the rout of the enemy being complete. Unfortunately, the cay- 
alry, which I had sent down the Luray Valley to cross over to New 
Market, was unsuccessful, and only reached so far as Milford, a point 
at which the Luray Valley contracts to a gorge, and which was taken 
possession of by the enemy’s cavalry in some force. Had General Tor- 
bert driven this cavalry or turned the defile and reached New Market, 
Ihave no doubt but that we would have captured the entire rebel 
army. I feel certain that its rout from Fisher’s Hill was such that 
there was scarcely a company organization held together. New Mar- 
ket being at a converging point in the valley they came together again 
and, to some extent, reoi ganized. I did not wait to see the results of 
this victory, but pushed on during the night of the 22d to Woodstock, 


ae the darkness and copsequent confusion made the pursuit 
slow. 
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On the morning of September 23, General Devin, with his small 
brigade of cavalry, moved to a point directly north of Mount J: ackson, 
driving the enemy in his front, and there awaited the arrival of General 
Averell’s division, which for some unaccountable reason went into camp 
immediately after the battle. General Averell reached Devin’s com- 
mand at about 3 p. m., and in the evening returned with all the advance 
cavalry, of which he was in command, to a creek half a mile north of 
Hawkinsburg, and there remained until the arrival of the head of the 
infantry column, which had halted between Edenburg and Woodstock 
for wagons in order to issue the necessary rations. Early on the morn- 
ing of the 24th the entire army reached Mount Jackson, a small town 
on the north bank of the North Fork of the Shenandoah. The enemy 
had, in the meantime, reorganized and taken position on the bluff south 
of the river, but had commenced this same morning his retreat toward 
Harrisonburg; still he held a long and strong line with the troops that 
were to cover his rear, in a temporary line of rifle-pits on the bluff com- 
manding the plateau. To dislodge him from his strong position, Devin’s 
brigade of cavalry wds directed to cross the Shenandoah, work around the 
base of the Massanutten range, and drive in the cavalry which covered 
his (the enemy’s) right flank, and Powell, who had succeeded Averell, was 
ordered to move around his left flank, via Timberville, whilst the in- 
fantry was pushed across the river by the bridge. The enemy did not 
wait the full execution of these movements, but withdrew in haste, the 
cavalry under Devin coming up with him at New Market, and made 
a bold attempt to hold him until I could push up our infantry, but was 
unable to do so, as the open, smooth country allowed him (the enemy) 
to retreat with great rapidity in line of battle, and the 300 or 400 cav- 
alry under Devin was unable to break this line. Our infantry was 
pushed by heads of columns very hard to overtake and bring on an en- 
gagement, but could not succeed, and encamped about six miles south 
of New Market forthe night. Powellmeantime had pushed on through 
Timberville and gained the Valley pike near Lacey’s Springs, capturing 
some prisoners and wagons. Thismovement of Powell’s probably forced 
the enemy to abandon the road via Harrisonburg, and move over the 
Keezletown road to Port Republic, to which point the retreat was con- 
tinued through thenight of the 24th and from thence to Brown’s Gap 
in the Blue Ridge. 

On the 25th the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps reached Harrisonburg. 
Crook was ordered to remain at the junction of the Keezletown road 
with the Valley pike until the movements of the enemy were definitely 
ascertained. On this day Torbert reached Harrisonburg, having en- 
countered the enemy’s cavalry at Luray, defeating it and joining me 
via New Market, and Powell had proceeded to Mount Crawford. 
On the 26th Merritt’s division of cavalry was ordered to Port Re- 
public, and Torbert to Staunton and Waynesborough to destroy the 
bridge at the latter place, and in retiring to burn all forage, drive off 
all cattle, destroy all mills, &c., which would cripple the rebel army or 
Confederacy. Torbert had with him Wilson’s division of cavalry and 
Lowell’s brigade ofregulars. On the 27th, while Torbert was making his 
advance on Waynesborough, I ordered Merritt to make a demonstration 
on Brown’s Gap to cover the movement. This brought out the enemy 
(who had been re-enforced by Kershaw’s division, which came through 
Swift Run Gap) against the small force of cavalry employed in this 
demonstration, which he followed up to Port Republic, and, I believe, 
crossed in some force. Merritt’s instructions from me were to resist an 
attack, but if pressed, to fall back to Cross Keys, in which eyent I in: 
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tended to attack with the main force, which was at Harrisonburg, and 
could be rapidly moved to Cross Keys. The enemy, however, advanved 
with his main force only to Port Republic, after which he fell hack. Tor- 
bertthis day took possession of Waynesborough, and partially destroyed 
the railroad bridge, but aboutdark on the 28th was attacked by infantry 
and cavalry, returned to Staunton, and from thence to Bridgewater, via 
Spring Hill, executing the order for the destruction of subsistence, 
forage, &c. On the morning of the 28th Merritt was ordered to Port 
Republic to open communication with General Torbert, but on the same 
night was directed toleave small forces at Port Republic and Swift Run 
Gap, and proceed with the balance of his command (his own and Cus- 
ter’s divisions) to Piedmont, swing around from that point to near 
Staunton, burning forage, mills, and such other property as might be 
serviceable to the rebel army or Confederacy, and on his return to go 
into camp on the left of the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps, which were 
ordered to proceed on the 29th to Mount Crawford in support of this 
and Torbert’s movements. September 29 Torbert reached Bridge- 
water and Merritt Mount Crawford. On the 1st of October Merritt 
reoccupied Port Republic, and the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps 
were moved back to Harrisonburg. The question that now pre- 
sented itself was, whether or not I should follow the enemy to Brown’s 
Gap, where he still held fast, drive him out, and advance on Char- 
lottesville and Gordonsville. This movement on Gordonsville I was 
opposed to for many reasons, the most important of which was that 
it would necessitate the opening of the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad from Alexandria, and to protect this road against the 
numerous guerrilla bands would have required a corps of infantry; 
besides, I would have been obliged to leave a small force in the Valley 
to give security to the line of the Potomac. This would probably occupy 
the whole of Crook’s command, leaving me but a small number of fight- 
ing men. Then there was the additional reason of the uncertainty as 
to whether the army in front of Petersburg could hold the entire force 
of General Lee there, and in case it could not, a sufficient number 
might be detached and moved rapidly by rail and overwhelm me, 
quickly returning; I was also confident that my transportation could 
not supply me farther than Harrisonburg, and therefore advised that the 
Valley campaign should terminate at Harrisonburg, and that I return, 
carrying out my original instructions for the destruction of forage, 
grain, &e., give up the majority of the army I commanded, and order 
it to the Petersburg line, a line which I thought the lieutenant-general 
believed, if a successful movement could be made on, would involve the 
capture of the Army of Northern Virginia. I therefore, on the morn- 
ing of the 6th of October, commenced moving back, stretching the cav- 
alry across the Valley from the Blue Ridge to the eastern slope of the 
Alleghanies, with directions to burn all forage and drive off all stock, 
&c., aS they moved to the rear, fully coinciding in the views and instrue- 
tions of the lieutenant-general, that the Valley should be made a barren 
waste. The most positive orders were given, however, not to burn 
dwellings. In this movement the enemy’s cavalry followed at a respect- 
ful distance until in the vicinity of Woodstock, when they attacked 
Custer’s division and harassed it as far as Tom’s Brook, a short dis- 
tance south of Fisher’s Hill. On the night of the 8th I ordered Gen- 
eral Torbert to engage the enemy’s cavalry at daylight, and notified him 
that I would halt the army until he had defeated it. In comphance 
with these instructions Torbert advanced at daylight on the 9th of 
October, with Custer’s division on the Back road and Merritt’s division 
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on the Valley pike. At Tom’s Brook the heads of theopposing columns 
came in contact and deployed, and after a short but decisive engage- 
ment the enemy was defeated, with the loss of all his artillery except- 
ing one piece, and everything else which was carried on wheels. The 
rout was complete, and was followed up to Mount Jackson, a distance 
of some twenty-six miles. 

On October 10 the army crossed to the north side of Cedar Creek, 
the Sixth Corps continuing its march to Front Royal. This was the 
first day’s march of this corps to rejoin Lieutenant-General Grant at 
Petersburg. It was the intention that it should proceed through 
Manassas Gap to Piedmont, east of the Blue Ridge, to which point the 
Manassas Gap Railroad had been completed, and from thence to Alex- 
andria by rail; but on my recommendation that it would be much better 
to march it, as it was in fine condition, through Ashby’s Gap and 
thence to Washington, the former route was abandoned, and on the 
12th the corps moved to the Ashby Gap crossing of the Shenandoah 
River, but, on the same day, in consequence of the advance of the 
enemy to Fisher’s Hill, it was recalled to await the development of the 
enemy’s new intentions. The question now again arose in reference to 
the advance on Gordonsville, as suggested in the following dispatch: 


J WASHINGTON, October 12, 1S64—12 m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 


Lieutenant-General Grant wishes a position taken far enough south to serve as a 
base for further [future*] operations upon Gordonsville and Charlottesville. It must 
be strongly fortified and provisioned. Some point in the vicinity of Manassas Gap 
would seem best suited for all purposes. Colonel Alexander, of the Engineers, will 
be sent to consult with you as soon as you connect with General Augur. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


This plan I would not indorse; but in order to settle it definitely I 
was called to Washington by the following telegram: 


WASHINGTON, October 13, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 
(Through General Augur.) 
If you can come here, a consultation on several points is extremely desirable. I 


propose to visit General Grant, and would like to see you first. 
E. M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 


On the evening of the 15th I determined to go, believing that the 
enemy at Fisher’s Hill could not accomplish much, and as I had con- 
cluded not to attack him at present I ordered the whole of the cavalry 
force under General Torbert to accompany me to Front Royal, from 
whence I intended to push it through Chester Gap to the Virginia 
Central Railroad at Charlottesville, while I passed through Manassas 
Gap to Piedmont, thence by rail to Washington. Upon my arrival 
with the cavalry at Front Royal, on the night of the 16th, I received 
the following dispatch from General, Wright, who was left at Cedar 
Creek in command of the army: 

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
October 16, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, Pe 
Commanding Middle Military Division : 
GENERAL: I inclose you dispatch which explains itself (see copy following). If 
the enemy should be strongly re-enforced in cavalry, he might, by turning our right, 


“As written by Halleck. 
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give us a great deal of trouble. I shall hold on here until the enemy’s movements 
are developed, and shall only fear an attack on my right, which I shall make every 
preparation for guarding against and resisting. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. G. WRIGHT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-General EARLY: 
Be ready to move as soon as my forces join you and we will crush Sheridan. 
LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General. 


This message was taken off the rebel signal flag on Three Top Moun- 
tain. My first thought was that it was a ruse, but on reflection deemed 
it best to abandon the cavalry raid and give to General Wright the 
entire strength of the army. I therefore ordered the cavalry to return 
and report to him, and addressed the following note on the subject: 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Front Royal, October 16, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. G. WRIGHT, 
Commanding Sixth Army Corps: 


GENERAL: The cavalry is all ordered back to you; make your position strong. If 
Longstreet’s dispatch is true, he is under the impression that we have largely de- 
tached. I will go over to Augur, and may get additional news. Close in Colonel 
Powell, who will be at this point. If the enemy should make an advance I know 
you will defeat him. Look well to your ground and be well prepared. Get up 
everything that can be spared. I will bring up all I can, and will be up on Tuesday, 


if not sooner. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


After sending this note I continued through Manassas Gap and on 
to Piedmont, and from thence by rail to Washington, arriving on the 
morning of the 17th. At12m.I returned by special train to Martins- 
burg, arriving on the evening of the 18th at Winchester, in company 
with Colonels Thom and Alexander, of the Engineer Corps, sent with me 
by General Halleck. During my absence the enemy had gathered all 
his strength, and, in the night of the i8th and early on the 19th, moved 
silently from Fisher’s Hill, through Strasburg, pushed a heavy turning 
column across the Shenandoah, on the road from Strasburg to Front 
Royal, and again recrossed the river at Bowman’s Ford, striking Crook, 
who held the left of our line, in flank and rear, so unexpectedly and 
forcibly as to drive in his outposts, invade his camp, and turn his posi- 
tion. This surprise was owing, probably, to not closing in Powell, or 
that the cavalry divisions of Merritt and Custer were placed on the 
right of our line, where it had always occurred to me there was but 
little danger of attack. This was followed by a direct attack upon our 
front, and the result was that the whole army was driven back in con- 
fusion to a point about one mile and a half north of Middletown, a very 
large portion of the infantry not even preserving a company organiza- 
tion. At about 7 o’clock on the morning of the 19th of October an officer 
on picket at Winchester reported artillery firing, but, supposing it re- 
sulted from a reconnaissance which had been ordered for this morning, 
I paid no attention to it, and was unconscious of the true condition of 
affairs until about 9 o’clock, when, having ridden through the town of 
Winchester, the sound of the artillery made a battle unmistakable, and 
on reaching Mill Creek, half a mile south of Winchester, the head of the 
fugitives appeared in sight, trains and men coming to the rear with 
appalling rapidity. I immediately gave directions to halt and park the 
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trains at Mill Creek, and ordered the brigade at Winchester to stretch 
across the country and stop all stragglers. Taking twenty men from 
my escort, 1 pushed on to the front, leaving the balance under General 
Forsyth and Colonels Thom and Alexander to do what they could in 
stemming the torrent of fugitives. I am happy to say that hundreds 
of the men, when on reflection found they had not done themselves 
justice, came back with cheers. 

On arriving at the front I found Merritt’s and Custer’s divisions of 
cavalry, under Torbert, and General Getty’s division, of the Sixth 
Corps, opposing the enemy. I suggested to General Wright that we 
would fight on Getty’s line and to transfer Custer to the right at once, 
as he (Custer) and Merritt, from being on the rightin the morning, had 
been transferred to the left; that the remaining two divisions of the 
Sixth Corps, which were to the right and rear of Getty about two miles, 
should be ordered up, and also that the Nineteenth Corps, which was 
on the right and rear of these two divisions, should be hastened up 
before the enemy attacked Getty. I then started out all my staff 
officers to bring up these troops, and was so convinced that we would 
soon be attacked that I went back myself tourgethemon. Immediately 
after I returned and assumed command, General Wright returning to 
his corps, Getty to his division, and the line of battle was formed on 
the prolongation of General Getty’s line, and a temporary breast-work 
of rails, logs, &c., thrown up hastily. Shortly after this was done the 
enemy advanced, and from a point on the left of our line of battle I 
could see his columns moving to the attack, and at once notified corps 
commanders to be prepared. This assault fell principally on the Nine- 
teenth Corps, and was repulsed. I am pleased to be able to state that 
the strength of the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps and Crook’s command 
was now being rapidly augmented by the return of those who had gone 
to the rear early in the day. Reports coming in from the Front Royal 
pike, on which Powell’s division of cavalry was posted, to the effect 
thata heavy column of infantry was moving on that pike in the direction 
of Winchester, and that he (Powell) was retiring and would come in at 
Newtown, caused me great anxiety for the time, and although I could 
not fully believe that such a movement would be undertaken, still it 
delayed my general attack. At4p.m.I ordered the advance. This 
attack was brilliantly made, and as the enemy was protected by rail 
breast-works, and at some portions of his line by stone fences, his resist- 
ance was very determined. His line of battle overlapped the right ot 
mine, and by turning with this portion of it on the flank of the Nine- 
teenth Corps caused a slight momentary confusion. This movement 
was checked, however, by a counter-charge of General McMillan’s 
brigade upon the re-entering angle thus formed by the enemy, and his 
flanking party cut off. It was at this stage of the battle that Custer 
was ordered to charge with his entire division, but, although the order 
was promptly obeyed, it was not in time to capture the whole of the 
force thus cut off, and many escaped across Cedar Creek. Simultaneous 
with this charge a combined movement of the whole line drove the 
enemy in confusion to the creek, where, owing to the difficulties of cross- 
ing, his army became routed. Custer, finding a ford on Cedar Creek west 
of the pike, and Devin, of Merritt’s division, one to the east of it, they 
each made the crossing just after dark and pursued the routed mass of 
the enemy to Fisher’s Hill, where this strong position gave him some 
protection against our cavalry, but the most of his transportation had 
been captured, the road from Cedar Creek to Fisher’s Hill, a distance 
of over three miles, being literally blockaded by wagons, ambulances, 
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artillery, caissons, &c. The enemy did not halt his main force at 
Fisher’s Hill, but continued the retreat during the night to New Market, 
where his army had, ona similar previous occasion, come together by 
means of the numerous roads that converge to this point. 

This battle practically ended the campaign in the Shenandoah Valley. 
When it opened we found our enemy boastful »nd confident, unwilling 
to acknowledge that the soldiers of the Union were their equal in cour- 
age and manliness; when it closed with Cedar Creek this Impression 
had been removed from his mind, and gave place to good sense and a 
strong desire to quit fighting. The very best troops of the Confederacy 
had not only been defeated, but had been routed in successive engage- 
ments, until their spirit and esprit were destroyed. In obtaining these 
results, however, our loss in officers and men was severe. Practically 
all territory north of the James River now belonged to me, and the 
holding of the lines about Petersburg and Richmond by the enemy 
must have been embarrassing, and invited the question of good military 
judgment. 

On entering the Valley it was not my object by flank movements 
to make the enemy change his base, nor to move as far up as the 
James River, and thus give him the opportunity of making me change 
my base, thereby converting it into a race-course as heretofore, but to 
destroy, to the best of my ability, that which was truly the Confed- 
eracy—its armies. In doing this, so far as the opposing army was con- 
cerned, our success was such that there was no one connected with the 
Army of the Shenandoah who did not so fully realize it as to render the 
issuing of congratulatory orders unnecessary. Every officer and man 
was made to understand, that when a victory was gained, it was not 
more than their duty, nor less than their country expected from her 
gallant sons. 

At Winchester, for a moment, the contest was uncertain, but the 
gallant attack of General Upton’s brigade, of the Sixth Corps, re- 
stored the line of battle, until the turning column of Crook, and Mer- 
ritt’s and Averell’s divisions of cavalry, under Torbert, “‘sent the 
enemy whirling through Winchester.” In thus particularizing com- 
mands and commanders, I only speak in the sense that they were so 
fortunate as to be available at these important movements. In the 
above-mentioned attack by Upton’s brigade the lamented Russell fell. 
He had been previously wounded, but refused to leave the field. His 
death brought sadness to every heart in the army. 

It was during a reconnaissance to Fisher’s Hill, made on the 13th of 
October, 1864, that Col. George D. Wells, commanding a brigade in 
Crook’s corps, was killed while gallantly leading his men. 

At Fisher’s Hill it was again the good fortune of General Crook’s 
command to start the enemy, and of General Ricketts’ division, of the 
Sixth Corps, to first gallantly swing in and more fully initiate the rout. 

At Cedar Creek Getity’s division, of the Sixth Corps, and Merritt’s 
and Custer’s divisions of cavalry, under Torbert, confronted the enemy 
from the first attack in the morning until the battle was decided, still 
none behaved more gallantly or exhibited greater courage than those 
who returned from the rear determined to reoccupy their lost camp. 
In this engagement, early in the morning, the gallant Colonel Lowell, 
of the regular brigade, was wounded while in the advance in echelon 
of Getty’s division, but would not leave his command, remaining until 
the final attack on the enemy was made, in which he was killed. Gen- 
erals Bidwell, of the Sixth Corps, and Thoburn, of Crook’s command 
ess also killed in the morning while behaving with conspicuous gal: 

antry. 
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I submit the following list of the corps, division, and brigade com- 
manders who were wounded in the campaign (the killed having already 
_ been especially noticed), regretting that the scope of this report will 
not admit of my specifying by name all the many gallant men who 
were killed and wounded in the numerous engagements in the Shenan- 
doah Valley, and most respectfully call attention to the accompanying 
sub-reports for such particulars as will, I trust, do full justice to all: 
Generals H. G. Wright, J. B. Ricketts, Grover, Duval, K. Upton, R. 8S. 
Mackenzie, Kitching (since died of wounds), J. B. McIntosh, G. H. Chap- 
man, Thomas ©. Devin, Penrose; Cols. D. D. Johnson, Daniel Macauley, 
Jacob Sharpe. 

From the 7th of August, the Middle Department, Department of 
Washington, Department of the Susquehanna, and the Department of 
West Virginia, were under my command, and I desire to express my 
gratitude to their respective commanders, Maj. Gens. Lew. Wallace, 
C. C. Augur, Couch, and Cadwalader, and to Major-Generals Hunter 
and Crook, who at separate times commanded the latter depart- 
ment, for the assistance given me. General Augur operated very 
effectively with a small force under his command, the reports of which 
were forwarded direct to the War Department. After the battle of 
Cedar Creek nothing of importance occurred in the Valley up to Feb- 
ruary 27, 1865, the day on which the cavalry moved from Winchester to 
Petersburg. 

On the night of November 11, 1864, General Early moved some 
of his shattered forces to the north of Cedar Creek, for the pur- 
pose of bluster, I suppose, as on the night of the following day he 
hastily retired. In consequence of contradictory information received 
from scouts and captured cavalry prisoners, I was unconvinced of any 
rebel infantry being in my vicinity, until it was too late to overtake it 
in its galloping retreat, a retreat which was continued until in the 
vicinity of Lacey’s Springs, near Harrisonburg. Powell engaged the 
rebel cavalry co-operating on the Front Royal pike with this force, and 
drove it through Front Royal to Milford, capturing two pieces of artil- 
lery. 

ee this campaign I was at times annoyed by guerrilla bands, the 
most formidable of which was under a partisan chief named Mosby, 
who made his headquarters east of the Blue Ridge, in the section of 
country about Upperville. I had constantly refused to operate against 
these bands, believing them to be, substantially, a benefit to me, as 
they prevented straggling and kept my trains well closed up, and dis- 
charged such other duties as would have required a provost guard of 
at least two regiments of cavalry. In retaliation for the assistance and 
sympathy given them, however, by theinhabitants of Loudoun Valley, 
General Merritt, with two brigades of cavalry, was directed to proceed 
on the 28th of November, 1864, to that valley, under the following 
instructions: 


HEADQUARTERS Mippi_© MILITARY DIvIsIon, 
November 27, 1864. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. WESLEY MERRITT, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division: 

GuXERAL: You are hereby directed to proceed to-morrow morning at 7 o’clock, 
with the two brigades of your division now in camp, to the east side of the Blue 
Ridge, via Ashby’s Gap, and operate against the guerrillas in the district of country 
bounded on the south by the line of the Manassas Gap Railroad as far east as White 
Plains, on the east by the Bull Run range, on the west by the Shenandoah River, 
and on the north by the Potomac. This section has been the hot-bed of lawless 
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bands, who have from time to time depredated upon small parties on the line of 
army communications, on safeguards left at houses, and on troops. Their real object 
is plunder and highway robbery. To clear the country of these parties that are 
bringing destruction upon the innocent, as well as their guilty supporters, by their 
cowardly acts, you will consume and destroy all forage and subsistence, burn all 
barns and mills and their contents, and drive off all stock in the region the boun- 
daries of which are above described. This order must be literally executed, bearing 
in mind, however, that no dwellings are to be burned, and thatno personal violence 
be offered the citizens. The ultimate results of the guerrilla system of warfare is 
the total destruction of all private rights in the country occupied by such parties. 
This destruction may as well commence at once, and the responsibility of it must 
rest upon the authorities at Richmond, who have acknowledged the legitimacy of 
guerrilla bands. The injury done this army by them is very slight. The injury they 
have inflicted upon the people, and upon the rebel army, may be counted by mil- 
lions. The Reserve Brigade of your division will move to Snickersville on the 29th. 
Snickersville should be your point of concentration and the point from which you 
should operate in destroying toward the Potomac. Four days’ subsistence will be 
taken by the command. Forage can be gathered from the country ae which 
you pass. You will return to your present camp at Snickersville on the fifth day. 
By command of Maj, Gen. P, H. Sheridan: 
JAMES W. FORSYTH, 


Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


On December 19 General Torbert, with Merritt’s and Powell’s divis. 
ions, was pushed through Chester Gap to strike the Virginia Central 
Railroad at Charlottesville or Gordonsville. An engagement took place, 
in which two pieces of artillery were captured, but failing to gain Gor- 
donsville or strike the railroad he returned to Winchester, via War- 
renton. Custer, with his division, was at the same time pushed up the 
Valley to make a diversion in favor of Torbert, but encountering the 
enemy near Harrisonburg, who attacked his camp at daylight on the 
ensuing day, he was obliged, in consequence of superior force, to retire. 
The weather was so intensely cold during these raids that horses and 
jue suffered most severely, and many of the latter were badly frost- 

itten. 

On the 5th of February Harry Gilmor, who appeared to be the last 
link between Maryland and the Confederacy, and whose person I desired 
in order that this link might be severed, was made prisoner near Moore- 
field, his capture being very skillfully made by Colonel Young, my chief 
of scouts, and a party under Lieutenant-Colonel Whitaker, First Con- 
necticut Cavalry, sent to support him. Gilmor and Mosby earried on 
the same style of warfare, running trains off railways, robbing the pas- 
sengers, &c. 

In closing this report it gives me great pleasure to speak of the skill, 
energy, and gallantry displayed by my corps and division commanders, 
and I take this opportunity of acknowledging the assistance given me 
by them at all times. To the members of my staff, who so cheerfully on 
all occasions gave me their valuable assistance, who so industriously 
labored to execute every duty promptly, and who always behaved with 
gallantry, I return my sincere thanks. They all joined with me in the 
deep grief felt at the loss sustained by the army, and the friendly ties 
broken by the death of their fellow staff officers, Colonel Tolles, chief 
quartermaster, and Assistant Surgeon Ohlenschlager, medical inspector, 
who were killed while on their way from Martinsburg to Cedar Creek in 
October, 1864, and in that of the death of the gallant Lieutenant Meigs, 
my chief engineer, who was killed while examining and mapping the 
country near Bridgewater, just above Harrisonburg. This young officer 
was endeared to me on account of his invaluable knowledge of the coun- 
try, his rapid sketching, his great intelligence, and his manly and sol- 


Cuar. LY.) THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 57 


dierly qualities. I would also here especially mention the loss of two 
of my most efficient staff officers, Lieutenant-Colonels Kellogg and 
O’Keeffe, both of whom died after having passed through the dangers 
and privations of years of warfare, the former of fever, consequent upon 
excessive Jabor during the campaign from Petersburg to Appomattox, 
the latter from wounds received at the battle of Five Forks. 

The report of the march from Winchester to Petersburg,* to engage in 
the final campaign, has heretofore been furnished, but I consider it in 
fact a sequel to this. 

I attach hereto an abstract of ordnance and ordnance stores captured 
from the enemy during the campaign (the 101 pieces of artillery being 
exclusive of the twenty-four pieces recaptured in the afternoon at Cedar 
Creek), also a detailed report of my casualties, which are, in the aggre- 
gate, Le follows: Killed, 1,938; wounded, 11,893; missing, 3,121; total, 

952. 

The records of the provost-marshal, Middle Military Division, show 
about 13,000 prisoners (as per annexed certificate) to have been received 
by him, and receipts are among the records of the assistant adjutant- 
general, Middle Military Division, for forty-nine battle-flags, forwarded 
to the honorable the Secretary of War. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, U. S. Army. 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. JoHN A. RAWLINS, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
In the. Field, Monocacy Bridge, Md., August 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. D. HUNTER, 
Commanding Department of West Virginia: 

GENERAL: Concentrate all your available forces without delay in 
the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry, leaving only such railroad guards and 
garrisons for public property as may be necessary. Use in this concen- 
tration the railroad, if by so doing time can be saved. From Harper’s 
Ferry, if it is found that the enemy has moved north of the Potomac 
in great force, push north, following and attacking him wherever found ; 
following him if driven south of the Potomac as long as it is safe to do 
so. If it is ascertained the enemy has but a small force north of the 
Potomac, then push south with the main force, detailing, under a com- 
petent commander, a sufficient force to look after the raiders and drive 
them to their homes. In detailing such a force, the brigade of cavalry 
now en route from Washington, via Rockville, may be taken into account. 
There are now on the way to join you three other brigades of the best 
cavalry, numbering at least 5,000 men and horses, These will be 
instructed, in the absence of further orders, to join you by the south 
side of the Potomac. One brigade will probably start to-morrow. In 
pushing up the Shenandoah Valley, as it is expected you will have to 
go first or last, it is desirable that nothing should be left to invite the 
enemy to return. Take all provisions, forage, and stock wanted for the 
use of your command; such as cannot be consumed destroy. It is not 
desirable that buildings should be destroyed; they should rather be pro- 


elo appear in Vol, XLYI. 
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tected, but the people should be informed that so long as any army can 
subsist among them recurrences of these raids must be expected, and 
we are determined to stop them at all hazards. Bear in mind the 
object is to drive the enemy south, and to do this you want to keep him 
always in sight. Be guided in your course by the course he takes. 
Make your own arrangements for supplies of all kinds, giving regular 
vouchers for such as may be taken from loyal citizens.* 
Very respectfully, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


Abstract of ordnance and ordnance stores captured from the enemy by the U. S. Forces 
commanded by Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan, campaign of the Shenandoah Valley, Va., 
1864. 
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“For this communication, as quoted by Grant, see Vol. XXXVI, Part I, p. 29. 
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Abstract of ordnance and ordnance stores captured from the enemy, §ce.—Continued, 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
January 7, 1865. 


I certify that the above is a correct statement of ordnance and ord- 
nance stores captured by Major-General Sheridan and turned over to the 
Ordnance Department for reissue up to the 1st day of January, 1865. 

GEO. W. McKEE, 
First Lieutenant of Ordnance, U. S. Army, 
Chief Ordnance Officer, Middle Military Division. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


List of casualties in the U. S. Forces commanded by Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan, campaign 
in the Shenandoah Valley, Va., 1864. 


Battle. 


SIXTH ARMY CORPS. 


PIPEGUOH Liistk does 220s SUL See. 
Fisher's Hill 


OPO Quon nt «tele cmiaid ae 2 ee eer oe ee ee 
Fisher’s Hill 
Cedar Creek 


ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA. 


Opequon and Fisher's Will......-..-.------+------+-+----++---- 


Cedar Creek ..-.------- oedee ee eee cer ecssssceceesssaeserecese 
Reconnaissances and minor engagements 


Killed. 


| Wounded. 
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List of casualties in the U. S. Forces, fc.—Continued. 
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[Inclosure No. 4.] 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 
New Orleans, La., November 18, 1865. 


GENERAL: Ihave the honor to report that the number of Confederate 
prisoners received by the forces under your command from August 1, 
1864, to March 1, 1865, was about 13,000. The names of nearly that 
number are recorded on the books recently used in the office of the 
provost-marshal-general, Middle Military Division. 

Respectfully submitted. : 

EK. B. PARSONS, 
Late Provost-Marshal-General, Middle Military Division. 


Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, U.S. Army. 
ADDENDA. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIvIsIon, 
September 13, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. 8S. Army: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith as complete a 
field return as is possible at the present time. The most strenuous 
exertions are being made by me to obtain a full return, but the difficulty 
in obtaining such from the commanding officer Department of West 
Virginia, because of his command covering so great an extent of coun- 
try, has so far prevented. The inclosed return does not include the 
cavalry under Averell (about 2,500) or the troops of the Departments 
of Washington, Susquehanna, or Middle. I simply forward it you as a 
statement, showing the number of men for duty south of the Potomac, 
hoping soon to furnish complete all reports required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


* For revised statements of losses at the Opequon, Fisher’s Hill, and Cedar Creck, 
see pp. 112, 120, 131. 
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{Inclosure.] 
Field return of troops in the field belonging to the Middle Military Division, September 
10, 1864. 
Present for duty. q 
Troops. e 
Officers.| Men. oo 
<3 4 
— oy Corps: 
ANULY -.------- ++ -222 ee ee eee eee cee e eee n nen ea ee eeneeenecene 668 12, 028 12, 674 
we UE ne ees 2 eee 22 626 648 
Nineteenth Army Corps: 
Bintan sep ieeees-ns; cece a: -5 2S. Seeete ck. cis betes eS. 2 660 12, 150 12,810 
7 208 215 
2 om 6, 834 7, 140 
5 
Cuyakry (General “Torbert)s 22 2<e~ scieo- wie nannies ole oon sia ela 2 <3 339 6, iB 6, i06 
: Artillery tettteceee eee pragrictre cert c etree eee e eee eee eee ee t 346 353 
Military District of Harper’s Ferry a ......-...--.----2220-2s02+-e0---- 204 | 4,611 4, 815 
Pe On ae ee ok. SES es aes. SS I Nek 2,203*, 48, 284 45, 487 


a Artillery, cavalry, and infantry. 


P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
; Washington, September 20, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Winchester, Va.: 
Have just heard of your great victory. God bless you all, officers 


and men. Strongly inclined to come up and see you. 
A. LINCOLN. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 20, 1864. (Sent 8 p. m.) 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
In the Field: 

Please accept for yourself and your gallant army the thanks of the 
President and this Department for your great battle and brilliant vic- 
tory of yesterday. 

The President has appointed you a brigadier-general in the Regular 
Army, and you have been assigned to the permanent command of the 
Middle Division. One hundred guns were fired here at noon to-day in 


honor of your victory. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
In the Field, City Point, Va., September 22, 1864—10 p. m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Strasburg, Va.: 
I congratulate you and the army serving under you for the great 
victory just achieved. It has been most opportune in point of time 


*So in original. The addition of-the column is 2,225, which, if the factors are 
correctly stated, would make the ‘‘aggregate” 45,509, 
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and effect. It will open again tothe Government and to the public 
the very important line of road from Baltimore to the Ohio, and also 
the Chesapeake Canal. Better still, it wipes out much of the stain 
upon our arms by previous disasters in that locality. May your good 
work. continue is now the prayer of all loyal men. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, | 
Washington, October 12, 1864. (Sent 9 p. m.) 


Major-General SHERIDAN: 

This Department again tenders its thanks to you, and through you 
to Major-General Torbert, Generals Merritt and Custer, and the officers 
and soldiers under their command, for the brilliant victory won last 
Sunday by their gallantry over the rebel cavalry in the Shenandoah 
Valley. Under gallant leaders your cavalry has become the efficient 
arm in this war that it has proved in other countries, and is winning 
by its exploits the admiration of the Government and the country. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
yvvashington, October 22, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 

With great pleasure I tender to you and your brave army the thanks 
of the nation and my own personal admiration and gratitude for the 
month’s operations in the Shenandoah Valley, and especially for the 
splendid work of October 19, 1864. 

Your obedient servant, 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | WAR DEpT., ADJT, GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 282. § Washington, November 14, 1864. 


Ordered by the President. 


* * * * * * * 


II. That for the personal gallantry, military skill, and just confidence 
in the courage and patriotism of his troops, displayed by Philip H. 
Sheridan, on the 19th day of October, at Cedar Run, whereby, under 
the blessing of Providence, his routed army was reorganized, a great 
national disaster averted, and a brilliant victory achieved over the 
rebels for the third time in pitched battle within thirty days, Philip H. 
Sheridan is appointed Major-General in the U.S, Army, to rank as 
such from the 8th day of November, 1864. 

By order of the President of the United States: 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, War DEpT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 20. Washington, February 11, 1865. 
The following joint resolution of the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America is published for the information 
of all concerned: 


[PUBLIC RESOLUTION—No. 13.] 


JOINT RESOLUTION tendering the thanks of Congress to Major-General Philip H. Sheridan, and 
the officers and men under his command. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the thanks of Congress are hereby tendered to Major- 
General Philip H. Sheridan, and to the officers and men under his command, for the 
gallantry, military skill, and courage displayed in the brilliant series of victories 
achieved by them in the Valley of the Shenandoah, and especially for their services 
at Cedar Run on the nineteenth day of October, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, 
which retrieved the fortunes of the day and thus averted a great disaster. 

Src. 2. And be it further resolved, That the President of the United States be, and 
hereby is, requested to communicate this resolution to Major-General Sheridan, and 
through him to the officers and soldiers under his command. 


Approved February 9, 1865. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No..2. 


Itinerary of the U. S. Forces commanded by Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sher- 
idan.* 


SIXTH ARMY CORPS.t 


August 1 and 2.—In camp at Frederick, Md. 

August 3.—Moved by way of Slabtown and Buckeystown across the 
Monocacy and encamped on the bank, where the corps remained until 
the night of the 5th, when it moved to Monocacy Junction. q 

August 6.—Embarked on the cars in the morning and arrived at 
Halltown, Va., in the afternoon. 

August 7 to 9—Encamped at Halltown, Va. 

August 10.—Moved to near Berryville. 

August 11.—Moved to Milford pike, near the Opequon Creek. 

August 12.—Moved to Cedar Creek, three miles from Strasburg. 

August 13.—Advanced to hill overlooking Strasburg, and same night 
returned to Cedar Creek. 

August 14 to 16.—Remained at Cedar Creek. 

August 17,—Moved to Opequon Creek, on Berryville pike, leaving 
one brigade (First Brigade, First Division) at Winchester. This bri- 
gale was engaged, and lost about 300 officers and men. ft ays 

August 18.—Moved to near Charlestown, encamping on Smithfield 
vike. 

; August 19 and 20.—At Charlestown. 

* Fyrom returns of the commands indicated for August, September, October, Novem- 
ber, and December, 1864. ] ; 

+ Commanded by Maj. Gen. Horatio G, Wright. 
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August 21.—Enemy attacked us, the corps losing about 275 in killed 
and wounded; repulsed the attack of the enemy; moved at night to 
Halltown. 

August 22 to 27,—Remained at Halltown. 

August 28.—Moved to near Charlestown, on Smithfield pike, where 
the corps remained until the 31st. 

September 1 to 8.—Encamped near Charlestown. 

September 3.—Marched to Clifton, near Berryville. 

September 3 to 19.—Remained there. 

September 13.—A reconnaissance was made to the Opequon by the 
Second Division. It returned same day. 

September 19.—Moved to the Opequon; crossed and participated in 
the engagement of that day. 

September 20.—Moved from Winchester at daylight; marched to 
Strasburg and encamped. 

September 21.—Took an advanced position from the enemy at Fisher’s 
Hill. 
September 22.—Participated in the battle of Fisher’s Hill and 
marched in pursuit of the enemy, encamping at Woodstock. 

September 23.—Continued pursuit and encamped one mile south of 
Edenburg. 

September 24.—Moved to a point four miles south of New Market and 
encamped. 

September 25.—Marched to Harrisonburg. Remained there until the 
29th. 

September 29.—Moved to Mount Crawford and encamped. 

September 30.—Returned to Harrisonburg. 

October 1 to 6.—Remained in camp at Harrisonburg. 

October 6.—Marched from Harrisonburg to near Mount. Jackson, 
encamping at Rude’s Hill. 

October 7,—Marched to vicinity of Woodstock and encamped. 

October 8.—Moved to Strasburg; remained there until the 10th. 

October 10.—Moved to vicinity of Front Royal; remained there until 
the 13th. 

October 13.—Marched toward Ashby’s Gap. On arriving near the 
Shenandoah River and Ashby’s Gap the orders were countermanded ; 
moved back to Millwood and encamped. 

October 14.—Broke camp at 2 a.m., and marched to Cedar Creek, 
encamping on the north bank; remained until the 19th. 

October 19.—Participated in the battle of Cedar Creek, in which the 
enemy were seriously defeated. 

October 20 to 31.—Remained in our old camps. 

November 1 to 8,—Remained in camp at Cedar Creek. 

November 9.—Moved to vicinity of Kernstown and encamped. 

November 9 to 30,—Remained in camp near Kernstown; slight skir- 
mishing with the enemy on the 10th and 11th. 

December 1.—¥irst Division broke camp near Kernstown; marched 
to Stephenson’s Station and took cars for Washington; arrived there 
on the 2d and at once embarked on transports for City Point. 

December 4.—Arrived at City Point; proceeded in cars to Parke’s 
Station; from thence marched to the line of works, and relieved the 
Third Division, Fifth Corps. Remained in camp until the 9th instant. 

December 9,—The division moved out to Hatcher’s Run as a support 
to a reconnaissance made by General Miles, of the Second Corps. 

December 10,—Returned to camp, where they still remain. 
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December 1 to 9.—Second Division remained near Kernstown; broke 
camp on the 9th and marched to Stephenson’s Station and took ears 
for Washington. 

December 10.—Arvived in Washington and embarked on transports 
for City Point. 

December 16.—Arrived in front of Petersburg and encamped. 

Third Division remained in camp near Kernstown until the 3d. 

December 3.—Broke camp, and marched to Stephenson’s Station; took 
cars for Washington. 

December 4.—Arrived in Washington and embarked on transports 
for City Point. 

December 6.—Arrived at City Point; moved to the line of works and 
relieved part of the Fifth Corps. 

December 9.—Made a reconnaissance to the Vaughan road. 

December 10.—Returned to camp. 

December 11 to 31,—Remained there. 


First Division. 


August 2,.—Moved from-camp near Frederick City and marched to 
the vicinity of Buckeystown, where we remained until the 5th. 

August 5.—Moved as guard to the train to Harper’s Ferry; encamped 
at Halltown, where we remained until the 9th. 

August 9 |10|.—With the rest of the corps commenced the movement 
up the Valley to Strasburg. 

August 16.—Moved down the Valley. 

August 18.—Arrived at Charlestown. 

August 21.—Moved back as far as Halltown; remained until the 28th, 
when the command moved as far as Charlestown, taking up its old 
position. 

September 1 and 2.—In camp near Charlestown, Va. 

September 3.—Moved from camp near Charlestown, Va., and marched 
as far as Clifton and intrenched and remained until the 19th. 

September 19.—With the rest of the corps, moved to the Opequon; 
crossed that stream and participated in the engagement of that day.. 

September 20.—Left Winchester at daylight and marched to Stras- 
burg and encamped for the night. 

September 22.—Participated in the battle of Fisher’s Hill and fol- 
lowed up the enemy to Harrisonburg. 

September 29.—Marched to Mount Crawford and encamped for the 
night. 

fader oro 30.—Moved back to Harrisonburg and encamped. 

October 1.—The division was encamped at Harrisonburg, Va. 

October 6.—Moved from Harrisonburg to Mount Jackson, twenty-four 
miles. 

October 7.—Moved from Mount Jackson to Woodstock, twelve miles. 

October 8.—Marched to Strasburg; remained in camp at that place 
until the 10th, when the division moved to Front Royal. 

October 13.—Moved to Millwood. ; 

October 14.—Moved back to Cedar Creek, where we remained in camp 
until the 19th, when the division, with the other divisions of the corps, 
participated in the fight of that day. At night the old camps were 
reoccupied. 

November 9.—Changed camp from Cedar Creek to Kernstown, four 
miles south of Winchester, Va. 
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November 11.—Reconnaissance on the part of the enemy against the 
right. 

Dip repber 14.—Enemy retired to and over Cedar Creek. 

November 15.—Commenced intrenching the front line. 

November 21.—Division, with the rest of the corps, reviewed by Gen- 
eral Sheridan. 

November 30.—Received orders to start for Petersburg. 


First Brigade, First Division. 


[August.|—The brigade has been in all of the engagements in which 
the Sixth Corps has participated during the month. 

[ September.J—Since last return (September 1) the brigade has been 
in all of the engagements in which the Sixth Corps has participated. 

[ October.|—Since last return the brigade-has been in all of the engage- 
ments in which the Sixth Corps has participated. 

[November.|—Since last return the brigade has been encamped near 
Winchester, Va. 

December 1.—The brigade broke camp near Winchester, Va., and 
marched to Stephenson’s Station; from thence by rail to Washington 
and boat to City Point. 

December 4.—Arrived at City Point. 

December 5.—Left City Point and arrived at its present camp near 
Petersburg. 


Second Brigade, First Division. 


August 1.—In camp about four miles from Frederick City, on Jeffer- 
son road. 

August 2.—Quiet in camp. 

August 3—Marched to Monocacy and encamped. 

August 5—At 12 p.m. commenced march for Harper’s Ferry. 

August 6.—Arrived at Harper’s Ferry at 3 p. m.; encamped at Hall- 
town at 6 p.m. 

hoe 10.—Marched ‘at 6 a. m. and encamped at Clifton; fifteen 
miles. 

August 11.—Marched at 5 a.m. and encamped six miles from Win- 
chester, southeast. 

August 12,—Marched at 7.30 a. m. in rear of trains and encamped at 
Middletown. 

August 13.—Crossed Cedar Creek at 7 a. m. and halted one mile and 
a half from Strasburg; enemy found in position; recrossed Cedar 
Creek; encamped on old ground. 

August 14.—Quiet in camp. 

August 15.—Changed camp. 

August 16.—Commenced march for Winchester at 10 p. m. 

August 17,—Continued march; passed through Winchester at 8 a. m. 
and encamped on Opequon at 4.30 p. m. 

August 18.—Took position on Opequon at 3.30 a. m.; marched at 6 
a. in. via Berryville and encamped two miles from Charlestown. 

August 19 and 20.—Quiet in camp. 

August 21.—Enemy appeared at 8 a. m.; skirmishing all day. 

August 22.—Retired at 2 a.m. toward Harper’s Ferry and encamped 
on former ground. At 12 m. moved to Crook’s left and remained in 
reserve; enemy in front, not disposed to attack, 
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August 28.—Marched at 7 a.m. and encamped one mile and a half 
from Charlestown, in the position held on the 21st instant. 
August 29 to 31.—Quiet in camp. 
November 9.—Broke camp at Cedar Creek; marched to Kernstown 
and encamped, remaining until the end of the month. 


Third Brigade, First Division. 


August 2—Moved from camp near Frederick City and marched to 
the vicinity of Buckeystown, where we remained until the 5th. 

August 5.—Moved as guard to the trains to Harper’s Ferry; encamped 
at Halltown, where we remained until the 9th [10th], when, with the 
rest of the corps, we commenced the movement up the Valley. 

August 12.—The brigade was detached from the rest of the division 
and ordered t» garrison Winchester. 

August 13.—Relieved by General Kenly’s troops; marched as guard 
to the trains as far as Middletown, rejoining the division at Cedar 
Creek; remained until the night of the 16th, when the command 
marched, reaching the Opequon the following afternoon. 

August 18.—Marched in the morning to the vicinity of Charlestown. 

August 21.—The enemy attacked our picket-line, the Thirty-seventh 
Massachusetts Volunteers and Second Rbode Island Volunteers on the 
line. At night moved back as far as Halltown. 

August 22.—In the afternoon ordered to support of the Army of 
West Virginia. Remained in this position until the 31st, when the 
command moved as far as Charlestown, taking up its old position. 

September 3.—Moved from camp near Charlestown, Va., and marched 
as far as Clifton, where the position was intrenched, and the command 
rethained in it until the morning of the 19th. 

September 19.—Moved out to the Opequon; crossed that stream 
shortly after daylight and participated in the engagement of that day, 
losing 16 commissioned officers and 228 enlisted men. 

September 20.—The command was assigned to duty at Winchester, 
where it remained as a garrison to the post to the close of the month. 

October 29.—Broke camp at Winchester, Va.; escorted a wagon- 
train to Middletown, leaving the Thirty-seventh Massachusetts Volun- 
teers in Winchester, Va. Arrived at Middletown about 3 p. m.; went 
into camp on the right of the Second Brigade, where the brigade has 
remained since that time. 

December 1.—The brigade left its camp near Kernstown; proceeded 
by rail from Stephenson’s Depot to Washington. 

December 2.—Took transports. 

December 4.—Shortly after noon reached City Point, where the com- 
mand was debarked and proceeded by rail to Parke’s Station. 


Second Division. 


August 3.—Moved from Frederick to Buckeystown. 

August 6.—Moved to Harper’s Ferry. 

August 7—Moved to Halltown. 

August 11.—Moved to Cedar Creek via Charlestown. 

August 12.—Moved to Strasburg. 

August 14.—Moved back to Cedar Creek. 

August 18.—Moved back to Charlestown. 

August 21.—Engaged with the enemy, and moved back to Halltown, 
August 28.—Moved to Charlestown. 
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September 4 [3].—Broke camp at Charlestown and marched to Clifton, 
near Berryville. 

September 13.—Marched on a reconnaissance to Opequon Creek; at 
Gilbert’s Crossing encountered the enemy and skirmished all day. After 
dark returned to old camp near Berryville, Va. 

September 19.—Broke camp and marched across the Opequon Creek, 
on the Berryville and Winchester pike. The division formed in one 
line near Winchester; attacked the enemy—Early’s army; took many 
prisoners and drove the enemy beyond Winchester. Casualties this 
day in the division about 550. ; 

September 20.—Marched from Winchester via Stephensburg and Mid- 
dletown to Strasburg. 

September 21.—Marched on the right of Strasburg; encountered the 
enemy; First Brigade drove them from a commanding crest. The 
division took position and intrenched during the night in front of 
Fisher’s Hill. 

September 22.—The division participated in the great battle of this 
day; advanced and engaged the enemy, capturing some 300 prisoners, 
7 pieces of artillery, and 1 battle-flag; casualties about 50; followed 
the enemy all night. 

September 23.—Rested in the morning at Woodstock and marched in 
the p. m. beyond Edenburg. 

September 24.—Moved forward to Mount Jackson; drove the enemy’s 
rear guard; passed New Market and encamped beyond. 

September 25.—Marched to Harrisonburg and encamped. 

September 29.—Marched to Mount Crawford. 

September 30.—Returned to Harrisonburg, Va. 

October 1.—Lay encamped at Harrisonburg. 

October 6.—Brokecamp near Harrisonburg; marched twenty-one miles 
and encamped between New Market and Mount Jackson. 

October 7.—Marched eighteen miles and encamped near Woodstock. 

October 8.—Marched to Strasburg. 

October 10.—Marched to near Front Royal. 

October 13.—Left camp near Front Royal, and proceeded to the Shen- 
andoah (Berry’s Ferry), with orders to march by Ashby’s Gap and 
Aldie pike to Alexandria. On reaching the Shenandoah we were 
ordered back, and returned to Millwood and encamped for the night. 

October 14,—At 1 a.m. broke camp and marched by way of White 
Post and Newtown to Middletown, Va.; took position and went into 
camp. 

October 15.—At Middletown, Va. 

October 19.—Fought the battle of Cedar Creek, in which the enemy 
was beaten. 

October 21.—Crossed Cedar Creek and encamped in position on the 
heights over Strasburg; erected fortifications and remained during the 
rest of the month. 

November 1.—In camp, at Strasburg, Va. 

November 9.—Moved to position near Kernstown, Va. 

November 1t.—Slight skirmishing with the enemy. 


First Brigade, Second Division. 


‘ September 3.—At 5 a.m. moved from camp near Charlestown to Clif. 
on. 

September 4.—Built a line of rifle-pits extending northeast to the 
Smithfield pike, connecting on the left with Third Division. 
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September 13.—Second Division marched on a reconnaissance to Ope- 
quon Creek, near the crossing of the Summit pike and Winchester 
road. Returned to camp at dark, 

September 19.—Battle of Winchester. 

September 20.—At 6 a.m. moved south; passed through Strasburg 
and Middletown; crossed Cedar Creek. 

September 21.—Moved to the right and front two or three miles, skir- 
mishing with the enemy; charged and carried a prominent crest under 
the supervision of General Sheridan. 

September 22.—Engaged in battle of Fisher’s Hill; captured redoubt, 
with four-gun battery. 

September 23.—Moved to a mile south of Edenburg. 

September 24.—Moved to Hawkinsburg and Mount Pleasant [Mount 
Jackson]; crossed North Fork of the Shenandoah. 

September 25.—Moved to Harrisonburg. 

September 29.—Moved to Mount Crawford. 

September 30.—Returned to Harrisonburg. 

Btpenton i1.—Camp near Harrisonburg, in the Valley of the Shenan- 
oah. 

October 6.—Marched to Mount Jackson. 

October 7.—Marched two miles north of Woodstock. 

October 8.—Marched to Strasburg. 

October 10.—Marched to the junction of the North and South Forks 
of the Shenandoah, near Front Royal. 

October 13.—Marched with the rest of the corps to Berry’s Ferry, on 
the Shenandoah, near Ashby’s Gap, via White Post and Millwood, with 
orders to proceed to Alexandria for shipment to Fort Monroe. When 
about to ford the river an order came from General Sheridan to march 
back to Middletown; countermarched to Millwood and bivouacked. 

October 14.—At 2.30. a. m. started for Middletown, via White Post 
and Stephensburg; arrived there at 2 p. m. and formed on the right-of 
the Nineteenth Corps. 

October 19.—Engaged in the battle of Cedar Creek. 

October 21.—Moved with the rest of the division to the hill north of 
Strasburg and intrenched the position. 

October 31.—Reviewed by Brevet Major-General Getty. 

December 1.—In camp three miles south of Winchester, Va. 

December 9.—Broke camp and marched to Stephenson’s Depot. 

December 10.—Marched to within two miles south of Charlestown, 
Va. 

December 11.—Marched to Jefferson, Md., via Harper’s Ferry. 

December 12,—Marched to Monocacy Junction, Md. 

December 13.—Took cars for Washington; arrived there at 9 p. m. 
same day. f : 

December 14.—Embarked on steam-boats for City Point. 

December 16.—Debarked; took cars for Patrick’s Station on the mil- 
itary railroad; arrived there the same night. 

December 31.—In camp near Patrick’s Station, Va. 


Third Brigade, Second Division. 


September 3.—Moved from Bolivar to Charlestown. 

September 7:—Moved to near Berryville. 

September 14 [13].—Made a reconnaissance to Opequon Creek. 

September 19.—Moved at 2 a.m. and engaged the enemy at Opequon 
Creek. 
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September 20.—Followed the enemy to Strasburg. 

September 22.—Engaged the enemy at Fisher’s Hill; drove them and 
followed up to Woodstock. 

September 23.—Marched at 12 m. to Edenburg. 

September 24.—Marched through Mount Jackson to New Market. 

September 25.—Marched to Harrisonburg. 

September 29.—Marched at 4.30 a.m. to Mount Crawford. 

September 30.—Moved at 12 m. back to Harrisonburg. 

October 6.—Marched from Harrisonburg to New Market. 

October 7.—Marched trom New Market to Woodstock. 

October 8.—Marched from Woodstock to Strasburg. 

October 10.—Marched to North Fork of Shenandoah River. 

October 11.—Marched to Front Royal, sending one regiment in town 
as provost guard. 

October 13.—Marched to Millwood. 

October 14.—Marched from Millwood to Middletown. 

October 19.—Engaged the enemy at Cedar Creek. 

October 21.—Moved to near Strasburg and intrenched, in which posi- 
tion the brigade now lays [31st]. 

November 11.—Broke camp near Strasburg at 2.a.m.and marched to 
near Winchester, where we are now encamped [30th]. 

December 9.—Broke camp near Winchester at 5 a. m.; marched to 
Stephenson’s Depot and took cars for Washington. 

December 10.—Embarked at 5 p.m. on transports for City Point. 

December 12.—Marched for Patrick’s Station, where we are now 
encamped [31st]. ; 


Third Division. 
August 1 and 2.—The division remained in camp near Frederick City, 
d 


August 2.—General Ricketts took command of the division. 

August 3.—Marched to Buckeystown and encamped. 

August 6—Atabout 9 p. m. the division marched to Frederick June- 
tion. 

August 7—Took cars and arrived at Harper’s Ferry about noon; 
went into camp near Halltown. 

ee 10.—Marched at 5 a.m. About 4 p. m.encamped near Berry- 
ville. 

August 11.—Continued the march and encamped near White Post for 
the night. 

August 12.—Marched by way of Newtown and Middletown :ind en- 
camped near Cedar Creek. 

August 13.—Advanced in battle order toward Strasburg. At 10 p. 
m. moved back to old camp of the morning. 

August 16.—At 8 p. m. withdrew; marched all night. 

August 17.—Reached Winchester at daylight; continued the march; 
encamped on the east side of the Opequon Creek. 
P August 18.—Resumed the march; at dark bivouacked near Charles- 

own. 

August 21.—Skirmished with the enemy; division lost 2 killed, 
13 wounded. 

August 22.—At 2 a. m. moved back to old camp at Halltown. 

August 28.—Moved out of works to Flowing Spring and encamped in 
that neighborhood. 
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August 29.—At 3 p.m. division was sent out to Middleway to sup- 
port cavalry. 

August 30 and 31.—In vicinity of Middleway. 

September 3—Broke camp near Charlestown, Va., and marched to 
Clifton Place, near Berryville, where the division encamped. 

September 18.—Received orders to move, which, however, were coun- 
termanded., 

September 19.—Broke camp at 2 a.m. and marched to the Opequon 
Creek, crossing at the Berryville pike, and encountered the enemy about 
three miles from Winchester. An advance was made at 11.40 a. m., 
which, however, was unsuccessful. We were forced to fall back some 
200 yards, where we immediately reformed and retook our ground. At 
4p.m. a general advance was made, and after a stubborn fight the 
enemy gave way in disorder and fled from the field. After pursuing 
them beyond Winchester, the division encamped for the night on the 
Strasburg road near Winchester. 

September 20.—Resumed the pursuit at daybreak; marched up the 
aes A to Strasburg, where the enemy had taken position on Fish- 
er’s Hill. 

September 21.—Skirmishing was continued all day. 

September 22.—At 4 p.m. the division, in connection with the Eighth 
Corps,* charged the enemy on his left, completely routing him, captur- 
ing a number of prisoners and several pieces of artillery. The pursuit 
was continued all night. 

September 23.—Halted at Woodstock at sunrise. At 12 m. marched 
to Edenburg and encamped for the night. 

September 24.—Continued the pursuit to a point four miles south of 
New Market and encamped for the night. 

September 25.—Moved to Harrisonburg and encamped near town. 

September 29.—Marched to Mount Crawford and encamped to the left 
of the pike. 

September 30.—At noon broke camp and marched to our former posi- 
tion near Harrisonburg. 

October 6.—Broke camp near Harrisonburg at daylight and marclied 
down the Valley, passed through New Market, and encamped at Rude’s 
Hill, near Mount Jackson. 

October 7.—Resumed the march at an early hour, and marched with 
corps to the vicinity of Woodstock and halted for the night. 

October 8.—Continued the march to Strasburg, and encamped in the 
suburbs of the town. 

October 10.—Broke camp and marched with the corps to the vicinity 
of Front Royal and went into camp. 

October 13.—Marched toward Ashby’s Gap with the corps. Upon 
arriving at the Shenandoah River the orders were countermanded; 
went into camp at Millwood. 

October 14.—At 1 a. m. received orders to march at once. Proceeded 
to Cedar Creek and encamped on its northern bank. 

October 19.—The enemy made an impetuous attack about daylight orf 
the left of our lines. The division became briskly engaged with the 
enemy, but was forced to retire to a new position, being outflanked in 
the morning. At 10.30 a.m. General Sheridan arrived. At 2 p.m. a 
general advance was ordered, and the enemy were routed and driven 
from the field. The loss in the division in this engagement was quite 


severe. 


* Army of West Virginia, under Crook, 
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October 20 to 31.—Remained in our old camps. 

November 1 to 8.—Remained in camp at Cedar Creek, Va. 

November 9.—Broke camp at an early hour and marched with the 
corps to Kernstown and encamped. base | 

November 10 and 11.—The enemy made a strong demonstration In 
our front, but not effecting anything they withdrew. _ : 

During the remainder of the month the division remained quietly in 
camp, nothing occurring worthy of note. 

December 3.—The division broke camp near Kernstown, Va., and 
marched to Stephenson’s Depot; took the cars for Washington. 

December 4.—Arrived at Washington and took passage on transports. 

December 5 and 6.—Arrived at City Point. 


First Brigade, Third Division. 


August 1.—The brigade was stationed at Frederick, Md. 

August 3.—Marched to Buckeystown, Md. 

August 5.—Marched to Monocacy Junction, Md.; at which place took 
cars to Harper’s Ferry. 

August 10.—Commenced marching up the Shenandoah Valley, going 
as far as Strasburg. 

August 16.—Commenced falling back; at Charlestown halted a few 
days. 

agues 21.—Engaged with the enemy; our loss 2 killed and 10 
wounded... In the night fell back to vicinity of Bolivar Heights, where 
we remained until the 28th, when we again advanced toward Charles- 
town. Our situation at present [31st] is on the pike between Smithfieid 
and Charlestown, about three miles from the latter place. 

[ September.|—Nothing of importance occurred the first two weeks of 
the present month, the brigade remaining in camp near Clifton, Va. 

September 19.—At 2.30 a.m. the brigade, in conjunction with the 
whole army, moved in the direction of the Opequon Creek. The enemy 
were met immediately after crossing the stream, and at 11.40 a. m. the 
enemy’s lines were assaulted, and after a desperate battle the enemy 
were routed in the greatest confusion, we capturing several guns and 
ea prisoners. The enemy retreated in great disorder to Fisher’s 

ill. 

September 22.—Fought them again at Fisher’s Hill, completely rout- 
ing the whole of Early’s army. Our loss in the two above engagements 
was very severe, amounting in killed and wounded to 257, including 3 
officers kiled and 17 wounded. We followed the retreating enemy up 
the Valley to Mount Crawford. 

September 30,—Moved back to Harrisonburg, where the brigade is 
now encamped. 

October 6.—Remained at Harrisonburg from the 1st of the month up 
to the present date, when at 6 a.m. we broke camp and proceeded down 
the Valley; passed New Market in the evening and camped. 

October 7.—Marched to Woodstock. 

October 8.—Marched to Strasburg and encamped. 

f October 10.—Moved toward Front Royal, passing through Middle- 
own. 

October 14.—At 3,30 a.m, returned to Middletown and encamped, 
where we remained until the morning of the 19th. 

October 19.—About 5 a, m. were aroused by heavy firing in our front, 
and it soon became apparent that the enemy were making a desperate 
attack on our front and left flank. Thev succeeded in driving the 
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Eighth and Nineteenth Corps from their position in great disorder. 
We withstood the shock for some time, when we were ordered to fall 
back to a new position, which we did steadily, although under a most 
galling fire. About 12 m., General Sheridan arriving on the ground, 
our lines were reformed, and at 3.30 p. m. we in turn charged the 
enemy’s lines. For some time it was doubtful whether we would suc- 
ceed in driving the enemy, but our troops, chagrined at our defeat and 
loss in the morning, resolved to conquer or die. In about an hour the 
rebel column gave way and fled in great disorder, leaving their dead 
and wounded on the field, besides their artillery, camp and garrison 
equipage. The victory was most complete, the enemy fleeing perfectly 
demoralized. The same evening we occupied the camp we left in the 
morning, where we are at present {October 31]. 

December 3.—This command left its works near Winchester, Va., and 
_ oneryag to Stephenson’s Depot, and there took cars for Washington, 

December 4.—Arrived in Washington at 7 a.m. and embarked on 
transports, and at 1.30 p. m. left for City Point, Va. 

December 5.—Reached City Point at 9.30 a.m. and marched to Parke’s 
Station, and occupied camp left by Fifth Corps, where it is still en- 
camped [31st]. 


Second Brigade, Third Division. 


August 1 and 2,—Remained in camp near Frederick City, Md. 

August 3.—Marched to Buckeystown and encamped. 

August 5.—Marched to Monocacy Junction. 

August 6.—Took cars and were conveyed to Pitzer’s Station; from 
thence the troops marched to vicinity of Halltown and encamped. 

August 10.—Took: up line of march up the Valley, passing through 
Charlestown; encamped for the night at Clifton farm. 

August 11.—Continued the march to White Post. 

August 12.—Marched through Newtown, Middletown, and halted for 
the night near Cedar Creek. 

August 13.—Crossed Cedar Creek and advanced to Strasburg, where 
the enemy was found in force. At 8 p.m. the troops retired across the 
ereek and encamped. 

August 16.—At 8 p.m. broke camp and retreated toward Harper’s 
Ferry; continued the march all night. 

August 17.—Passed through Winchester, halting near the town for 
breakfast; encamped near Opequon Creek. 

August 18.—Continued the retreat through Berryville; encamped one 
‘mile west of Charlestown. 

August 21.—Enemy made demonstration on our front. After heavy 
skirmishing our forces fell back to Halltown and resumed our former 
camp. 

ier 22 to 26.—Erected fortifications; skirmishing going on almost 
constantly. 

August 27,—Enemy retired from our front. 

August 28.—Broke camp at 3 a.m. and advanced toward Charlestown 
and established our position one mile west of town; enemy made slight 
resistance. 

August 29.—Enemy drove in our cavalry pickets; Third Division was 
ordered to the front. Skirmishers were thrown forward, who easily 
drove the enemy several miles; established camp four miles west of 
Charlestown. 
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August 80.—Slight skirmishing. 

August 31.—Nothing of importance occurred. 

September 1 and 2.—Remained in camp near Charlestown, Va. 

September 3.Broke camp at an early hour and marched with the 
corps to Clifton farm, near Berryville, where the troops encamped. ; 

September 19.—Broke camp at 2 a.m. and marched with the corps in 
the direction of Winchester; found the enemy in force near Opequon 
Creek; formed in line of battle, and at 12 m. made a charge on the 
enemy. Owing to the want of connection between the lines of Sixth 
and Nineteenth Corps the charge was repulsed by the enemy. Our 
lines were reformed and the lost ground was recovered. <At4p. m. 
another assault was made which proved successful; the enemy’s lines 
were broken and they fled in confusion. After pursuing the enemy 
through Winchester the troops bivouacked for the night near the town. 

September 20.—Marched to Strasburg, where the enemy was found 
in position at Fisher’s Hill. 

September 21.—Heavy skirmishing all day. 

September 22.—At 4 p. m., in connection with the First Brigade and 
the Kighth Corps, the brigade made a flank movement to the left and 
rear of the enemy. At 6 p.m.a charge was made, which threw the 
rebels into disorder. They fled precipitately, abandoning everything 
in their hasty retreat. Active pursuit wascommenced, which lasted all 
night. 

‘September 23 to 25.—Continued the pursuit of the enemy, with occa- 
sional skirmishing, to Harrisonburg, where the troops encamped. 

September 29.—Broke camp and marched with the corps to the 
village of Mount Crawford, seven miles up the Valley pike, and 
encamped. 

September 30.—At 12 m. marched back to Harrisonburg and resumed 
our former position. 

October 1 to 5.—Were encamped near the town of Harrisonburg. 

October 6.—Broke camp and took up line of march down the Valley; 
passed through New Market and encamped for the night at Rude’s 
Hill, near Mount Jackson. 

October 7.—Started at an early hour and marched to Woodstock and 
encamped near the town. 

October 8.—Continued the march to Strasburg and encamped near 
the Shenandoah River. 

October 10.—Broke camp and marched with the corps to Front Royal 
and went into camp one mile north of town. 

October 15.—Received orders to proceed to Alexandria with the corps. 
Having arrivéd at the Shenandoah River, near Ashby’s Gap, the orders 
were countermanded and the command went into camp at Millwood. 

October 14.—At 1 a.m. orders to march were received. At 3 a.m. 
the brigade moved with the corps to Cedar Creek, where we took posi- 
tion on the right of the Nineteenth Corps, the First Brigade being 
formed on our left. 

October 19.—KEnemy made a desperate assault on the extreme left 
of our line under cover of the darkness and a dense fog. For a time 
the foe was held in check, but soon they had completely routed the 
Eighth and Nineteenth Corps and the Sixth Corpsfell back. Finally the 
brigade retired, in connection with the corps, to a strong position near 
Middletown, where. the enemy were held at bay until 4 p. m., when a 
charge was made along our entire line ad the rebels were driven in 
confusion from the field. They left all their artillery and many prisoners 
in our hands. The brigade returned to its former position. 
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October 20 to 31.—Nothing of importance happened. Still remain in 
camp. 

November 1 to 8.—Were encamped near Middletown, Va. 

November 9.—Marched with the corps to vicinity of Kernstown, Va.; 
took position a short distance west of the village. 

November 10 to 30.—Much time was spent in drilling recruits and in 
cane fortifications. No event of importance transpired during the 
month. 


Third Brigade, Third Division. 


December 1 and 2.—The brigade was encamped near Kernstown, Va. 

December 3.—Broke camp at 8 a.m. and marched with the division 
to Stephenson’s Depot, where the troops were shipped on ears. 

December 4.—Arrived in Washington and embarked on transports. 

December 5 and 6.—The command reached City Point and were con- 
veyed to the front by cars. 


DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS.* 


September 1.—The corps was in camp near Charlestown, W. Va., 
where it remained until the 3d. 

September 3.—Moved to a position near Berryville, Va., where it 
remained, performing the ordinary camp duties, until the 19th. 

September 19.—At 2 a. m. the corps marched, via Berryville and Win- 
chester pike, across the Opequon and went into position on the right of 
the Sixth Corps. (For report of the operations of the Nineteenth Corps 
in the engagement of Winchester attention is invited to my report of 
October 3, forwarded to the adjutant-general of the Middle Military 
Division.t) 

September 2¢.—Marched to a position across Cedar Creek, near Stras- 
burg. 

September 21.—Moved the corps to the right of its position of the 
20th. 

September 22.—Moved to the right and front of the position of the 
21st. (For report of the operations of the corps in the engagement of 
this date at Fishér’s Hill, Va., attention is invited to report of October 
3, forwarded to the adjutant-general of the Middle Military Division.t) 
Pursued the enemy, the Nineteenth Corps in advance, to Woodstock, 
where the corps arrived about 4 a. m. of the 23d. 

September 23.—At 12 m. marched to a position beyond Edenburg. 

September 24.—Marched to a position near New Market. ’ 

September 25.—Marched to Harrisonburg, Nineteenth Corps in ad- 
vance, skirmishing briskly with the enemy. Remained at Harrisonburg 
until the 29th. 

September 29.—At 5 a. m. marched to Mount Crawford. 

September 30.—Returned to Harrisonburg. 


First Brigade, First Division. 


The brigade was in camp near Charlestown, W. Va., at the time of 
making last return [August 31], behind rifle-pits. 
September 3.—Marched to near Berryville, and out on the Summit 
Point pike; nine miles. 
September 4.—Built works. 
* Commanded by Bvt. Maj. Gen. William H. Emory. 
t See p. 279. 
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September 19.—Marched at 3 a. m. in rear of the Sixth Corps and of 
Grover’s division, of this corps. Engaged the enemy at 12 m. on the 
extreme right of our army. Checked the rebel advance, which had 
thrown the Second Division, Nineteenth Corps, into rout. Held this 
position against a front and flank fire until 3 p.m., when General 
Crook’s troops relieved us—eleven miles. 5 

September 20.—Marched to Cedar Creek and crossed; seventeen miles. 

~ September 21.—Changed position to right and front; three miles. 

September 22.—At 4 a.m. moved farther to right and front. At1 
p.m. the One hundred and sixteenth New York, four companies of the 
Thirtieth Massachusetts, and the whole brigade skirmish line charged 
on the enemy’s skirmishers’ rifle-pits, with details from other divisions, 
and took them. At 6 p.m. made final charge on Fisher’s Hill (except- 
ing One hundred and fourteenth New York, on duty in Strasburg). 
The enemy did not wait for us to get within musket-range, as Crook’s 
command had flanked them; followed the retreating rebels all night 
with great vigor. 

September 23.—Arrived at Woodstock at 3 a. m.; twelve miles; 
trains came up; drew rations and marched at 1 p. m. to Edenburg; five 
miles. 

September 24.—Marched to Mount Jackson; skirmished from thence 
six miles beyond New Market, driving the enemy; twenty miles. 

September 25.—Marched to Harrisonburg and encamped; thirteen 
miles. 

September 27.,—The Ninetieth New York Regiment reported after vet- 
eran furlough. : 

September 29.—The Sixth and Nineteenth Corps marched to Mount 
Crawford; eight miles. 

eg 30,.—Returned from reconnaissance to Harrisonburg; eight 
miles. 

The regiments have been without their books, &c., since the 18th 
instant. 

[ October.|—The army was at Harrisonburg, Va., at last of September. 

October 6.—Fell back to north of New Market; twenty-two miles. 

October 7,—Marched through Mount Jackson and Woodstock; sev- 
enteen miles. 

October 8.—Marched back to Fisher’s Hill and over Tumbling Run; 
nine miles. 

October 10.—Marched across Cedar Creek and into camp; four miles. 

October 13.—The Eighth Corps attacked; brigade under arms all the 
afternoon. 

October 15.—Reconnaissance of division toward Strasburg; returned 
without engagement or loss. 

October 19.—Battle of Cedar Creek. This brigade was engaged 
about one hour. After the first surprise of the left of the army it fell 
back in good order to near Newtown, firing and checking the enemy. 
General Sheridan arrived about noon and halted the army. Moved 
forward and charged the rebels at 4 p.m. with success three times, this 
brigade being third in line from the right of the army. Marched after 
the battle to the right of Strasburg, Colonel Davis commanding brigade. 
Colonel Love personally captured the flag of the Second ‘South Caro- 
yee Regiment, and was sent with it to Washington by General Sheri- 

an. 

October 21.—Returned to old camp at Cedar Creek. 

November 2.—Encamped at Cedar Creek, Va. 

November 9.—Moved from Cedar Creek to near Newtown, Va. 
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November 12.—Made a reconnaissance near Newtown, Va., and drove 
the enemy, who showed but a small force, from their position, with a 
loss to the brigade of only two enlisted men, who were slightly wounded. 

November 14.—Commenced strengthening and making permanent our 
temporary fortifications, previously thrown up. 

[December.|—At making out of last return were at Camp Russell, 
near Newtown, Va. Remained in that camp until the 30th, when the 
corps was moyed to Camp Sheridan, near Winchester. 


Second Brigade, First Division. 


August 4.—The brigade lett Monocacy Junction, since which time it 
has been actively employed with the Nineteenth Army Corps in the 
campaign of General Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley. No engage- 
ment has taken place in which the brigade has taken part. The head- 
quarters of the brigade has been in the field during that time. 

[ September.|—The brigade has been actively engaged in the expedi- 
tion of Major-General Sheridan, commanding the Middle Military Di- 
vision, in the Shenandoah Valley. 

September 19.—It took an active part in the action near Winchester. 
It was‘ also engaged in the action at Fisher’s Hill, or North Mountain, 
and was one of the-foremost in the pursuit of the enemy to Mount 
Crawford, Va., from whence it returned to Harrisonburg on the 30th 
instant. 

October 6.—The brigade, with its corps, left Harrisonburg, Va., and 
fell back slowly to Cedar Creek, Va. 

October 11.—Arrived at Cedar Creek and went into camp. 

October 19.—The enemy attacked the position, when a severe battle 
ensued. The brigade was ordered into action at daybreak and suc- 
ceeded in checking the advance of the enemy for a short time, when, 
by reason of being flanked on right and left, it was obliged to fall back 
with the balance of the army about four miles, when an advance was 
made, driving the enemy. The old camp was regained about sunset, 
when the brigade was ordered to continue the pursuit. 

October 20.—Advanced and occupied Strasburg that night. 

October 21.—Returned to Cedar Creek and encamped. 

[November.|—Brigade remained in camp at Cedar Creek until the 
morning of the 9th, when, with the army, it fell back about eight miles. 
It was placed in position in the front, and has since been busily engaged 
in strongly fortifying the position. 

[ December.|—Brigade remained at Camp Russell until the evening of 
December 20, when it moved, marching through the night; destination 
Summit Point, about twenty miles from Camp Russell. It is now 
guarding about ten miles of the military railroad in this valley, from 
the Opequon Creek to Charlestown. 


Third Brigade, First Division. 


August 4.—Marched across the Monocacy River at 7 p. m. and biv- 
ouacked. 

August 5—Moved at 8 a. m. to Harper’s Ferry by railroad. 

August 6.—Moved at 5 a.m.; crossed the Potomac; marched to Hall- 
town, Va.; distance, five miles. : 

August 10.—Marched at daylight through Charlestown to Berryville. 

August 11.—Marched at 5 a, m, to Middletown, Va. 
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August 14,—Returned to Winchester as escort to supply train. 

August 17,—Moved at 3a. m. to Summit Point.as escort to supply 
train. Moved at 9 p. m. to Berryville with supply train. 

August 18.—Marched at daylight in the direction of Harper’s Ferry 
with supply train; halted at Flowing Spring. ; 

August 21.—Moved at 10 a. m. to Bolivar Heights with supply 
train; ordered to report to Brigadier-General Stevenson, commanding 

ost. 
: August 23—Marched to the front; took position at extreme left of 
line; commenced erecting breast-works. pink 

August 28.—Moved to Bolivar Heights; reported to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Stevenson. 

September 20.—Marched at 11 p. m. from Bolivar Heights as escort 
to army supply train (900 wagons). 

September 21.—Arrived at Winchester at 2 p. m. 

September 22.—Lett Winchester at 1 p. m. in charge of 125 officers 
and 1,380 men, prisoners of war. 

September 23.—Arrived at Bolivar Heights at 3 p. m. 

October 5.—Left Bolivar Heights, Va., at 11 a. m.; marched to 
Bunker Hill; encamped at 6.30 p. m. 

October 6.—Marched at 7 a.m. in charge of supply train from Mar- 
tinsburg; reached Winchester at 3 p. m. 

October 7.—Lett Winchester at 6 a.m.; marched to Cedar Creek and 
reported to General Sheridan. 

October 9.—Marched with train to Winchester. 

October 10.—Marched with train to Martinsburg. 

October 12.—Escorted train to Winchester. 

October 13.—The One hundred and thirty-third New York and Thir- 
tieth Maine Volunteers escorted train to Ashby’s Gap. 

October 14.—The One hundred and thirty-third New York and Thir- 
tieth Maine returned to Winchester. The One hundred and sixty-fifth 
New York escorted train to Martinsburg. 

October 19.—The One hundred and sixty-fifth New York Volunteers 
returned to Winchester. 

October 20.—The One hundred and sixty-second New York Volun- 
teers escorted train to Martinsburg. The One hundred and thirty- 
third and One hundred and seventy-third New York and Thirtieth 
Maine escorted train to Cedar Creek, Va. 

October 21.—The One hundred and seventy-third and One hundred 
and thirty-third New York and Thirtieth Maine returned to Winchester; 
the brigade marched with train and prisoners. 

October 22.—Arrived at Martinsburg at 1 p. m. 

October 25.—Left Martinsburg with train for Winchester. 

October 26.—Left Winchester with train for Cedar Creek. Col. N. 
A. M. Dudley assumed command of brigade. 

October 27,—Relieved from duty with wagon train and regularly 
encamped. The One hundred and sixty-second New York absent. 

November 9.—Broke camp at daylight. and marched in the direction 
of Winchester, six miles; halted near Newtown. 

November 21,—Marched at 12.15 p. m. through Middletown as support 
to cavalry. 

November 22.—Returned at 12 m. to camp. 

December 30.—Broke camp at Camp Russell and marched to Ste- 
phenson’s Depot, 
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August 1.—Troops of this division at James River were relieved; 
ordered to Washington and encamped near Fort Reno. 

August 14.—Left camp; marched to Berryville, Va., via Leesburg and 
Snicker’s Gap, where it joined the detachment of the Nineteenth Corps, 
under Brevet Major-General Emory. 

August 18.—Commenced movement toward Harper’s Ferry. 

August 22.—Took up position at Halltown. 

August 24.—This portion of the command had slight skirmish with 
the enemy in front, in which the loss in this division was 1 killed, 18 
wounded, and 1 missing. 

Troops composing the Fourth Brigade were assigned to this division 
a Special Orders, No. —, from headquarters Detachment Nineteenth 

orps. 

September 14.—Broke camp near Charlestown and marched toward 
Berryville. About 6 p.m. formed line of battle in support of General 
Crook’s command, which had engaged the enemy. After the enemy 
retired, troops went into camp and remained until 2 a. m. of the 19th. 

September 19.—The Nineteenth Corps marched by the Berryville pike 
across the Opequon Creek; formed line of battle on right of the Sixth 
Corps, and soon became heavily engaged with the enemy, losing heav- 
ily in killed and wounded. The enemy having been driven after the 
arrival of General Crook’s command, this division encamped a short dis- 
tance beyond Winchester about 8 p. m. 

September 20.—Commenced march at 5 a. m. and encamped at Stras- 
burg. 

September 21.—Maneuvering in connection with the whole command 
for position. 

September 22.—Attacked the enemy in position at Fisher’s Hill, one 
mile beyond Strasburg. This division, being on the left of the line, 
captured four pieces of artillery and a number of prisoners. Followed 
the enemy as far as Woodstock, engaging theirrear guard twice during 
the night. 

September 23.—At 4.30 a. m. halted at Woodstock. At12 m. took up 
line of march and encamped at Edenburg. 

Since then no engagements have taken place. (For detailed accounts 
of the operations of this division from 22d to 25th see official reports.) 

[ October.|—The return for September left the division near Harrison- 
burg, Va. 

October 6.—Division, with corps, moved at daylight, marching that 
day within two miles of Mount Jackson; bivouacked for the night. 

October 7.—Moved again at 6 a. m., marching through Woodstock, 
when we stopped for the night. 

October 8.—Moved again at 6 a. m., marching to Fisher’s Hill, where 
we formed line of battle to right of road, remaining in this position until 
3p. m., when the division moved back across the North Fork of the 
Shenandoah and went into camp. 

October 10.—Moved back to the north of Cedar Creek. ; 

October 16.—Troops of this division at work on abatis and rifle-pits 
in front ofline. Remained in position to the north of Cedar Creek until 
the 19th instant. ah 

October 19.—Participated in the battle on that day; occupied its old 
position that night. j 19 

October 20.—Moved up to within one mile of Strasburg, remaiming 
over night, 
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October 21.—Returned to the old camping-ground on the north of 
the creek, where it still remains [31st]. eye a 

[November.|—The October return lett the division in camp near Cedar: 
Creek, Va. Nomovement of interest occurred until the 9th, when the 
command broke camp and marched to a point one mile north of where 
the Opequon Creek crosses the Winchester pike, where the present 
camp was established, called Camp Russell. 
~ December 31.—The division moved to-day from Camp Russell, Va., to 
Camp Sheridan, Va. 


First Brigade, Second Division. 


[August.|—The return for July left the brigade on board transports 
for Washington, D. C. 

August 1—Brigade arrived at Washington. ; 

August 2.—Ordered to Tennallytown, D. C.; went into camp with 
Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, at that place. 

August 14.—Moved with division by way of Chain Bridge. 

August 17,—Arrived at Berryville. The march from Tennallytown 
to Berryville was without any unusual occurrence. 

August 19.—Fell back with Sheridan’s army to within two miles of 
Charlestown, W. Va. 

August 21.—Heavy skirmishing on the right by the Sixth Corps; the 
Nineteenth Corps not engaged; same day fell back to Halltown Heights. 

August 28.— Advanced with army two miles beyond Charlestown, W. 
Va., where the brigade encamped and still remains [31st]. 

September 1.—The brigade encamped near Charlestown, W. Va., in 
intrenched position. 

September 3.—Moved at 5 a. m., going into position, while the Eighth 
Corps engaged the enemy near Berryville; intrenched during the night. 

September 5.—Brigade, with the Fourth Brigade, made a reconnais- 
sance to the right in front; no engagement, however, with the enemy. 

September 19.—Brigade with the corps moved through Berryville 
toward Winchester, and was engaged in the battle of Winchester. 

September 20.—Advanced to Strasburg. 

September 22.—Took up intrenched position to right of Strasburg, in 
aoe of Fisher’s Hill; in afternoon advanced with corps; marched all 
night. 

September 23.—Arrived at Woodstock in the morning. Marched at 
12 m. to one mile beyond Edenburg. 

September 24.—Resumed march at 6 a. m.; overtook the enemy at 
Mount Jackson; advanced to within one mile and a half of New 
Market; encamped for the night. 

September 25.—Resumed march at 6 a.m.; went into camp at 3 p. m. 
near Harrisonburg. 

September 29.—Moved up to Mount Crawford; returned the 30th, 
going into camp in former position near Harrisonburg. 

[ October.|—The return of September left the brigade near Harrison- 
burg, Va. 

October 6.—Brigade, with corps, moved at daybreak to within two 
miles of Mount Jackson; bivouacked for the night. 

October 7—At 6 a.m. moved again, marching through Woodstock; 
stopped there through the night. 

October 8.—Moved again at 6 a. m.; marched to Fisher’s Hill; formed 
line of battle to the left of the road. Remained in this position until 3 
p. m., when the brigade moved back across the North Fork of the 
Shenandoah and went into camp. 
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October 10.—Moved back to the north of Cedar Creek. 

_ October 16.—Brigade turned out at 11 a. m. to work on abatis and 
rifle-pits in front of line. Remained in position to the north of Cedar 
Creek until the 19th. 

October 19.—Participated in the fight on that day; oceupied its old 
position that night. 

October 20.—Brigade moved up to within one mile of Strasburg, 
remaining over night. 

October 21.—Moved into the fort near Strasburg and occupied the 
town. Remained there until afternoon, when it moved back to its old 
position, to the north of Cedar Creek, and went into camp, where it 
still remains [31st]. 

November. 9.—The command broke camp at Cedar Creek, Va., and 
moved back to Camp Russell, Va., where it has since remained. 

December 30.—The brigade, with the corps, moved back from Camp 
Russell to present position, near Stephenson’s Depot. 


Fourth Brigade, Second Division. 


September 5.—Made reconnaissance in direction of Winchester; slight 
skirmish with enemy. 

September 19.—Engagement at Winchester, this brigade on extreme 
right of line of battle; loss heavy. 

September 20.—Pursued enemy to Strasburg. 

September 22.—Charged rebel works, capturing six-gun battery and 
pursued retreating enemy. 

September 23 to 25.—Marched to Harrisonburg, skirmishing with 
enemy. 

September 29.—Marched to Mount Crawford. 

September 30.—Returned to Harrisonburg. 


DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA* 


[August.|—During the early part of this month the Army of West 
Virginia, in the field, marched into Maryland in pursuit of the rebels, 
but soon returned, and then, as part of the command of Major-General 
Sheridan, advanced up the Shenangoah Valley as far as Cedar Creek. 
The command falling back soon from that position to Halltown, Va., 
the Army of West Virginia returned with it and remained at the latter 
place during the rest of the month. In the meantime a rebel cavalry 
force under the command of McCausland, having previously burned 
Chambersburg, Pa., advanced on Cumberland, Md., by the Baltimore 
pike, and attacked Brigadier-General Kelley, who handsomely repulsed 
it. Moving off under cover of night, it crossed the Potomac about six- 
teen miles below Cumberland, and, marching round via Springfield, Va., 
attacked the post of New Creek, and there also met with defeat, and 
retreated. Brigadier-General Averell, commanding Second Cavalry 
Division, .was apprised by Brigadier-General Kelley of the where- 
abouts of McCausland, and marched in pursuit and overtook him near 
Moorefield, Va. He attacked the rebels and captured all their cannon, 
with some 400 prisoners. Nothing else of interest transpired during the 
month. Major-General Hunter was relieved from the command of the 
department and Brigadier-General Crook assigned to the command tem- 


porarily. 


*Commanded by Maj. Gen. George Crook. 
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September.—Until September 19 the Army of West Virginia, General 
Crook commanding in person, with the Nineteenth and Sixth Army 
Corps, the whole under General Sheridan, remained in the vicinity of 
Harper’s Ferry, but on that day the entire command moved forward, 
attacked the rebel army under General Early near the crossing of the 
Winchester pike with the Opequon River, and defeated it badly. Moving 
up the Shenandoah Valley, the rebels were again met at Fisher’s Hill, 
where they were disastrously routed. Great numbers of prisoners and 
many pieces of cannon were captured, with but slight loss to ourselves. 

In the western portion of the department nothing of particular 
moment occurred. ous « ; 

[October.|—During this month the Army of West Virginia, forming 
part of Major-General Sheridan’s command, fell back from Harrison- 
burg, to which point the whole command had advanced after the battle 
of Fisher’s Hill, on September 22, to Cedar Creek. From this place a 
reconnaissance was made by the First Division, Army of West Vir- 
ginia, on the 12th; our loss, about 300 men killed, wounded, and cap- 
tured. 

October 19.—Before daylight the enemy attacked our forces at Cedar 
Creek, driving them from their position. Until the middle of the day 
the game was completely in the enemy’s hands, but our troops having 
been rallied and placed in position, and Major-General Sheridan appear- 
ing on the field about the same time, the tide was turned and the rebels 
were as completely defeated as they had been before victorious. Many 
guns and prisoners fell into our hands and the rebel power in the Valley 
was completely broken up. 

In the western portion of the department nothing occurred worthy 
of special mention, except an attack by about 300 rebels, under Major 
Hall, on an outpost at Beverly, garrisoned by a detachment of the Eighth 
Ohio Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Youart, of that regiment. 
After severe fighting of some hours’ duration the rebels were compelled 
to abandon the attack, with a loss of their commander, mortally 
wounded, and 93 captured. 

[ November.|—During this month nothing worthy of special mention 
occurred except the surprise and capture on the 28th instant by 1,500 
or 2,000 rebels, under Generals Rosser and Payne, of the post of New 
Creek, commanded by Col. George R. Latham, Fifth West Virginia 
Cavalry. The rebels succeeded in taking prisoners about 400 of the 
garrison. They burned all the Government buildings at the post. A 
detachment went west as far as Piedmont, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing the machine-shops of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company at 
that place, but were unable to accomplish their purpose, because of the 
gallant resistance made by Capt. John Fisher, Company A, Sixth West 
Virginia Infantry, and a detachment of thirty-five men under his com- 
mand. The whole rebel force retreated the same day up the New 
Creek Valley. 

[| December.|—During the month the First Infantry Division, Col. T. 
M. Harris commanding, was withdrawn from the department by order 
of the War Department and ordered to the Army of the James. The 
Second Division was also withdrawn from the Valley preparatory to 
going into winter quarters; the headquarters established at Cumber- 
land, Md. Major-General Crook, commanding the department, in 
accordance with orders from General Sheridan, commanding Middle 
Military Division, established his headquarters at Cumberland, Md. 
No movements of importance, 
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August 26.—Engaged in reconnaissance at Halltown, W. Va. 
: clap ek 3.—Engaged in action at Berryville, Va., under General 
rook. 
September 19.—Engaged in action at Winchester, Va. 
September 22.—Engaged in action at Fisher’s Hill, Va. 
October 13.—Engaged in action at Cedar Creek. Col. George D. 
Wells, commanding brigade, killed. 
October 19.—Engaged in action at Cedar Creek. 
November 9.—Fell back to Kernstown from Cedar Creek. 
November 18.—Stationed at Opequon Crossing, P. and V. R. R.* 


Second Brigade, First Infantry Division. 


August 3.—Marched to Monocacy Junction, Md.; twenty miles. 

August 6.—Marched to Harper’s Ferry, Va.; twenty-three miles. 

August 8.—Marched to Shenandoah River; four miles. 

August 10.—Marched to Berryville, Va.; twenty-three miles. 

August 11.—Marched to near Middletown, Va.; eighteen miles. 

August 12,—Marched to Cedar Creek, Va.; seven miles. 

August 16 and 17—Marched to Berryville, Va.; twenty-six miles. 

August 18.—Marched toward Harper’s Ferry, Va.; six miles. 

August 22.—Marched to Halltown, Va.; fourteen miles. 

August 28.—Marched to near Charlestown, Va.; five miles. Total 
140 miles. 

September 3.—Moved from near Charlestown, W. Va., to Berryville, 
Va., and had a skirmish; eleven miles. 

September 8.—Moved to Summit Point, W. Va.; eight miles. 

September 19.—Moved to Opequon Creek, Va.; eight miles. 

September 22.—Moved to Woodstock, Va.; thirty-five miles. 

September 24.—Moved to New Market, Va.; eighteen miles. 

September 25.—Moved to Harrisonburg, Va.; eighteen miles. Total 
ninety-eight miles. 

September 25 to October 6.—Encamped at Harrisonburg, Va. On lat- 
ter date marched to Shenandoah bridge; twenty-six miles. 

October 7.—Marched to Woodstock, Va.; fifteen miles. 

October 8.—Marched to Strasburg, Va.; eleven miles. 

October 11.—Marched to Winchester, Va.; eighteen miles. 

October 12.—Marched to Martinsburg, Va.; twenty-two miles. 

October 16.—Marched to Winchester, Va.; twenty-two miles. 

October 20.—Marched to Cedar Creek, Va.; fifteen miles. 

October 21.—Marched to Newtown, Va.; seven miles. Total, 136 
miles. 

November 11.—Left Newtown and marched to Kernstown, Va.; fif- 
teen miles. 

November 24.—Marched to Stephenson’s Depot, Va.; nine miles.* 


Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division. 


[September].—Not actively engaged during the month. Stationed 
here (Cumberland, Md.| to remount after the recent arduous cam- 
paigns through the Valley. 


* For the itinerary of this command for December, see Vol. XLII, Part i p. 113, 
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Second Cavalry Division. 


August 1.—Division marched after General McCausland ang attacked 
him at Moorefield, W. Va., August 7, defeating him, with loss to the 
enemy of 150 killed and wounded, 500 prisoners, 678 horses, 4 guns and 
caissons, with all his wagons. Returned, via New Creek, Hancock, 
and Cherry Run, to Martinsburg. 

‘August 18—Marched to Shepherdstown, Va. 

August 20.—Marched to Fairplay, Md. 

August 26.—Marched to Hagerstown, Md. 

August 29.—Marched to Martinsburg, W. Va. xe 

August 31.—Attacked in Martinsburg, W. Va., by Rodes’ division ot 
infantry and forced to retire to Falling Waters, W. Va. 

October 1.—At Mount Crawford; thence to Harrisonburg and Luray 
Court-House (4th), collecting cattle. : 

October 9:—Moved to Front Royal; made a reconnaissance to Mil- 
ford and attacked Imboden at that place with no decided result. 

October 19.—First Brigade was posted on Catlett’s Ford road, Second 
Brigade on Front Royal pike; retired with small loss and took part in 
the attack of the evening. 

October 20.—Returned to Front Royal and encamped. 

November 1.—The division was encamped at Guard Hill, Va., making 
reconnaissances to Milford and up the Luray Valley; made a recon- 
naisancé through Chester Gap to Rectortown and Middleburg, return- 
ing through Upperville and Ashby’s Gap; captured and brought in 300 
head of cattle and 200 sheep. 

November 11.—Headquarters at Camp Russell, Va. 

November 12.—Attacked Lomax’s division of cavalry near Nineveh, 
Va., and routed it, capturing 19 officers, 189 enlisted men, 2 guns, 2 
caissons, 2 battle-flags, 4 wagons, 1 ambulance, 145 horses, and a large 
number of small-arms; drove the enemy across Shenandoah River; 
lost Captain Prendergast, provost-marshal, and 1 private, Twenty-first 
New York Cavalry, killed, and 7 wounded. 

November 13.—Returned to camp. 
pees 21.—Made reconnaissance with Third Division to Rude’s 

ill. 

November 22.—Attacked enemy’s cavalry and infantry at that place, 
but were forced to retire, with loss. 

November 23.—Returned to camp. 

November 24.—Camp attacked by Mosby, who was repulsed, with 
OSs. 

[December.|—Division stationed at Camp Russell, Va. 

December 19.—Moved with First Division, via Chester Gap, Sperry- 
ville, and Madison Court-House, to Liberty Mills, near Gordonsville; 
attacked the enemy at that place; drove him across Robertson’s River, 
and crossing at a ford above Liberty Mills attacked again in flank, 
forcing the enemy to retire by night, leaving his artillery on the field ; 
retired the next day via Madison Court-House, Warrenton, and Ashby’s 
Gap, repulsing attacks of guerrillas and capturing all Sheep, cattle, &c., 
found; found the road at Ashby’s Gap filled with torpedoes, which were 
taken up. 

December 31.—Went into camp near Winchester, Va. 
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August 1.—The command was in pursuit of MeCausland’s command 
from Chambersburg, Pa., toward Hancock, Md.; continued pursuit to 
Hancock, where the rebels were overtaken and a sharp skirmish ensued 
on the evening of the 2d. The rebels fell back and were again pur- 
sued on the morning of the following day. 

August 7—The enemy’s camp was attacked at Moorefield, W. Va., and 
the enemy routed in utter confusion, leaving in possession of this 
brigade four pieces of artillery, battle-flags, and 480 prisoners. The 
command marched to New Creek, took the cars and moved to Hancock, 
Md., where it remained until the 15th, when it marched to. Martins- 
burg, W. Va. 

August 19.—The command marched to Shepherdstown and remained 
until the 21st, when it crossed the Potomac River at Shepherdstown 
and moved to Fairplay, Md., where it remained until the 27th, when 
the command crossed the Potomac River at Williamsport and marched 
to Martinsburg. The command remained here until the 31st, when, 
after a sharp skirmish with the advance column of Breckinridge’s corps 
of the rebel army, it fell back to near Falling Waters and encamped 
for the night. 

September 1.—Encamped near Williamsport, Md. 

September 3.—Broke camp at daybreak and moved toward Winches- 
ter, Va., when the advance of Lomax’s division of rebel cavalry was 
met and a sharp fight ensued, resulting in the capture of 47. prisoners, 
17 wagons, about 100 horses and mules, and the burning of 4 wagons 
loaded with ammunition. The command then fell back to Darkesville. 

September 4.—Advanced to within about eight miles of Winchester; 
returned to Darkesville and encamped for the night. 

September 5.—Advanced to near Stephenson’s Depot, and after a 
sharp fight with Rodes’ division of rebel infantry fell back to Darkes- 
ville. The command remained here until the 9th, when the command 
marched to Leetown; remained there until the 12th, when the command 
returned to Darkesville; after some sharp skirmishing for two days 
returned to Leetown, where the command remained until the morning 
of the 19th, when it was on the right of the line in the battle of Ope- 
quon, having hard fighting most of the day. 

September 22.—Was in the battle of Fisher’s Hill, on the right of the 
line; pressed the enemy heavily until night-fall. 

September 24.—Was in the battle of Timberville. 

September 26.—In battle near Brown’s Gap. 

September 27.—In battle at Weyer’s Cave. 

October 1.—At Harrisonburg; moved in the direction of Luray, where 
we arrived on the evening of the 2d; remained here until the 7th. 
While at Luray a detachment of 300 men, under Maj. H. Farabee, First 
West Virginia Cavalry, crossed the Blue Ridge Mountains at Thornton’s 
Gap, and marched to where the Orange and Alexandria Railroad 
crossed the Rapidan River and burned the bridge, then returned safely 
to Luray. , 

October 7.—The command moved to Milford; thence to Guard Hill, on 
the north side of the Shenandoah River, near Front Royal, where it 
remained until the 19th, when it fell back a few miles during the day, 
and returned to its position again on the 21st at Guard Hill. 

Ee re aiag brigade was encamped at Guard Hill, about two 
miles north of Front Royal, Va. 

November 7.—Broke camp. 
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November 10.—Returned to Newtown. 5 

November 11.—Marched to Front Royal on Winchester pike and estab- 
lished a camp at Perkins’ Mill, since called Camp Russell. 

November 12.—Moved out with the effective portion of the command 
to Nineveh, on the Front Royal pike. The enemy were here met, 
under the command of the rebel General McCausland. After a little 
sharp fighting the enemy fled in confusion, this brigade capturing 2 
battle-flags and 2 pieces of artillery, 187 men, besides quite a number 
of small-arms, &c. After pursuing the enemy eight miles the com- 
mand returned to Camp Russell. 

The remainder of the month was chiefly spent in putting up com- 
fortable quarters for the men, stables for the horses, and equipping the 
command. Little time has been allowed for drill or anything of the 
kind. Scouting and picket duty has been exceedingly heavy. 

[December.|—The brigade was encamped at Camp Russell, on Front 
Royal road, about six miles from Winchester, Va. Scouting duties 
were not very heavy during the month; picket duty exceedingly heavy. 
The command broke camp on December 19. 

December 22.—Battle of Liberty Mills fought. Returned from expe- 
dition and encamped at Camp Russell. 

December 30.—Broke camp and marched to Camp Averell, Va., the 
place of present encampment. 


Reserve Division. 


August 71.—At 4 p.m. the-enemy, under command of Generals Me- 
Causland and Bradley T. Johnson, attacked the command at Cumber- 
land, under General Kelley. A fight ensued two miles east of town, on 
the Baltimore pike, lasting until 8 p.m. At11 p. m. the enemy re- 
treated toward Old Town, leaving his dead and wounded in our hands, 
and abandoning two caissons, several carriages, and a large quantity ot 
ammunition. Our loss was 1 mortally and 1 slightly wounded; enemy’s 
loss, 8 killed and 30 wounded. 

August 2.—McCausland and Johnson attacked Colonel Stough, One 
hundred and fifty-third Ohio National Guard, at Green Spring Run. 
After a severe fight, in which the engine attached to the iron-clads 
was disabled by a shot through the boiler, Colonel Stough was com- 
pelled to surrender the block-house, with 5 officers and 77 men. In this 
fight we lost 2 killed and 3 wounded, with 10 missing; the enemy lost 
20 to 25 killed and 40 to 50 wounded. The fight lasted six hours and a 
half. Our men who were taken prisoners were paroled. The enemy 
moved off toward Springfield, in Hampshire County, W. Va. 

August 3.—Scouts report the enemy incamp at Springfield, reported 
to be awaiting re-enforcements for a renewed attack on Cumberland. 

August 4.—McCausland and Johnson attacked the forces at New 
Creek, W. Va., under command of Colonel Stevenson, One hundred 
and fifty-fourth Ohio National Guard, and after a severe fight, lasting 
several hours, were driven oft, leaving part of their wounded and dead 
in our hands. Our loss was 1 commissioned officer and 7 enlisted men 
killed and 29 enlisted men wounded and missing. 

August 6.—General Averell’s division of cavalry assigned to General 
Kelley’s command. General Averell was directed to move from Bath, 
Morgan County, to Springfield, Hampshire County, in pursuit of the 
enemy retreating from New Creek. 

August 7.—General Averell overtook the enemy at Oldfields, Hardy 
County; attacked and whipped him, capturing 27 commissioned officers 
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and 393 enlisted men, 4 cannon, large quantity of small-arms, 460 horses 
and equipments; enemy’s loss in killed supposed to be heavy; our loss, 
7 killed and 21 wounded. 

August 8.—General Averell’s command arrived at New Creek with 
the captured property from Oldfields. He is ordered with his com- 
mand to Hancock, Md., from whence he will report to Major-General 
Sheridan. 

August 24.—The picket-post at Huttonsville, W. Va., seventy strong, 
EHighth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, was surprised and captured; the men 
were paroled and the horses and arms were carried off by the enemy. 

October 29.—About 5 a. m. the outpost of this command at Beverly, 
W. Va., Lieut. Col. R. Youart, Eighth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, com- 
manding, was attacked by 350 Confederates from Jackson’s and Imbo- 
den’s commands, under Major Hall. After two hours’ hard fighting the 
enemy were completely routed, and took to the mountains very much 
demoralized, with a loss of Lieutenants Gamble and Kearsley killed; 25 
wounded in our hands (including Major Hall, mortally wounded; Lieu- 
tenant Lorentz, slightly, and Lieutenant Reger, severely); 93 prison- 
ers (including Lieutenant Lurty, besides 2 surgeons, who are taking 
care of their wounded). Ninety stand of arms of various patterns 
were taken. Our loss was 1 lieutenant (Joshua Peck) and 8 men killed, 
15 men missing, and 1 man mortally, 15 severely, and 7 slightly wounded. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Youart had 200 men in the action. The Union 
carbine, a worthless weapon, with which many of his men were armed, 
endangered the colonel’s success; as it was, they did the principal part 
of their fighting with their fists and butt ends of their guns. 


Forces at New Creek, W. Va. 


[ October.|—Nothing of importance has occurred during the past 
month, save the usual scouting done by the cavalry at this post. 

November 27.—Near Moorefield, W. Va., Lieut. Col. R. E. Fleming, 
with 100 mounted men from the Fifth and Sixth West Virginia Cav- 
alry, and one piece of artillery from Battery L, First Ilinois Light 
Artillery, had a severe engagement with the enemy, but was overpow- 
ered by superior numbers, and withdrew to New Creek, W. Va. 

November 28.—Near Moorefield, W. Va., Maj. P. J. Potts, with 160 
mounted men from the Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, had a skirmish 
with the enemy, capturing one rebel lieutenant and twelve men. The 
enemy, under General Rosser, captured the garrison at this place, 
destroying quartermaster’s and commissary stores, &c. 


First Brigade, U. S. Forces at Martinsburg. 

[ October.|—The brigade has been in camp near the town of Martins- 
burg, W. Va., doing picket duty and guarding Government stores in 
town. 

Railroad Forces West of Hancock. 

Nothing of importance transpired during the month of December in 

this command. The usual scouting parties were sent out, &ec. 
Railroad Forces West of Piedmont. 


September 26.—A. rebel force of about 900 strong, under Colonel 
Witcher, entered Weston, Lewis County, robbed the banks, stores, and 
dwellings of the citizens, and committed many outrages. They pro- 
ceeded from Weston to Buckhannon, which place they attacked with 
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their advance guard on the morning of the 27th, but were gallantly 
repulsed by Capt. H. H. Hagans’ company (A), First West Virginia 
Cavalry, who drove them out of town; but the main body coming up, 
he was forced to retire, which he did in good order. No loss on our 
side; several of theenemy wounded. The rebels took possession of the 
town, but owing to timely information the preceding evening the dam- 
age and loss were slight, the merchants and inhabitants having during 
the night moved their most valuable property. On the afternoon of 
the 27th a volunteer scout of about fifty citizens was started from 
Clarksburg toward Buckhannon to feel the country and gather infor- 
mation of the enemy’s movements. This force made their way to 
Buckhannon, arriving there without hearing of the enemy before day- 
light on the morning of the 28th. They found the town deserted, but 
had not been there over an hour before it was surrounded by the whole 
rebel force and the scouting party were mostly captured. They were 
released after being robbed of their money, clothes, watches, &c. . The 
enemy left Buckhannon again at noon on the 28th, and, as afterward 
ascertained, left the country, via French Creek and Jacksonville, 
through Braxton and Webster Counties. 

November 11.—A detachment of twenty men, Company A, Sixth 
West Virginia Infantry, under Lieut. B. F. Coogle, moved from Pied- 
mont to Mannington, W. Va., a distance of 113 miles west; sent to 
clear the country of rebel horse-thieves and bushwhackers;-captured 
several. 

November 28.—The rebels under Generals Rosser, McCausland, and 
Payne surprised the forces at New Creek about 10 a. m., and it is sup- 
posed that all of Company L, Sixth West Virginia Infantry, Lieut. 
William R. McDonald and 51 men, was captured. Capt. John Fisher, 
Company A, at Piedmont, hearing of the enemy being at New Creek, 
made preparations for the defense of Piedmont by calling in a detach- 
ment of his company from Bloomington, making a total of thirty-five 
effectivemen. The enemy, 300 strong, commanded by Major McDonald, 
approached Piedmont at 2 p. m. on the New Creek road. Captain 
Fisher, after some skirmishing, finding the rebels far outnumbered his 
command, fell back across the river on a hill, from whence he had com- 
mand of the town. The enemy twice attempted to cross the river, but 
were each time repulsed. After three hours’ stubborn resistance on the 
part of Captain Fisher and his gallant band; the rebels retired on the 
ilk Garden road, having only succeeded in firing one of the railroad 
shops and leaving behind them 1 man killed, 1 mortally and 2 slightly 
wounded. They carried with them some 10 or 15 wounded. Captain 
Fisher lost none, and great praise is due him and his men for their 
gallant defense of the town. 

_ |December.|—This regiment (Sixth West Virginia Infantry) is guard- 
ing the Baltimore and Ohio and Northwestern Virginia railroads from 
Fear W. Va., through Grafton to Wheeling and Parkersburg, 

. Va. 

December 8.—Detachment of Company B, Sixth West Virginia In- 
fantry, twenty men, under command of Lieutenant Freeman, marched 
from Clarksburg to Mannington to scout Marion and adjacent counties 
and rid them of rebel horse-thieves, deserters, and guerrillas. They 
are doing good service, having had several skirmishes, killing 2 and 
capturing 8 of the enemy, without loss on our part. 

December 28.—Company G, Sixth West Virginia Infantry, moved 
from Parkersburg, W. Va., to Piedmont, W. Va., 177 miles east by 
railroad, by order of Byt. Maj. Gen. B. F, Kelley. The remnant of 
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Company I was moved from Cumberland to Piedmont, twenty-seven 
miles- by railroad west, and temporarily assigned to duty with Captain 
Fisher, Company A, by order of Brevet Major-General Kelley, com- 
manding forces west of Hancock, Md. Company M consolidated with 
Companies L and O by virtue of Special Orders, No. 72,. headquarters 
Department of West Virginia, December 21, 1864. 


Forces on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 


November 25.—Information was received that the commands of McNeill 
a Woodson, rebel partisans, were operating in the vicinity of Moore- 

eld. 

November 26.—Two detachments were sent out from New Creek for 
the purpose of driving away these parties. Lieutenant-Colonel Flem- 
ing, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, with 120 men, cavalry and artillery, 
proceeded up the New Creek Valley, with instructions to approach 
Moorefield from the west, and Major Potts, with 155 men of the Fifth 
and Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, was directed to proceed via Romney 
and approach Moorefield from the east, both to arrive before the place 
at daylight on the 28th. The State troops of Pendleton County, W. 
Va., numbering about 150 men, were ordered to occupy South Fork, to 
prevent the enemy from escaping via Brock’s Gap up South Fork 
Valley. Lieutenant-Colonel Fleming approached Moorefield on the 
evening of the 27th, but found the place occupied by a large force of 
the enemy under General Rosser; was driven back, losing 20 men and 
1 piece of artillery. Major Potts, with his detachment, arrived on the 
morning of the 28th and was compelled to retire; he captured 1 rebel 
lieutenant and 12 men. 

November 28.—About 10 a.m. the forces stationed at New Creek, 
consisting of the Fifth and Sixth West Virginia Cavalry; Battery H, 
First West Virginia Artillery, and a portion of Battery L, First Iinois 
Artillery, numbering about 800 effective men, under the command of 
Col. G. R. Latham, Fifth West Virginia Cavalry, were surprised by 
Generals Rosser’s and Payne’s forces, numbering probably 2,000. The 
enemy captured about 460 men and 3 pieces of artillery; burned the 
Government warehouses, which contained a considerable amount of 
quartmaster’s and commissary stores. After they had occupied New 
Creek a detachment of the rebels, Major McDonald commanding, 
advanced to Piedmont, six miles west of New Creek, on the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad, with the evident intention of destroying the impor- 
tant railroad buildings there, but in this they were unsuccessful, owing 
to the gallant defense made by Capt. John Fisher, Company A, Sixth 
West Virginia Infantry, and a detachment of thirty-five men. The 
enemy were compelled to retire, leaving behind 1 man killed and 
3 badly wounded, and carrying with them 10 or 15 wounded. Captain 
Fisher lost none. The whole rebel force retreated the same day up the 
New Creek Valley. Major Potts, with 150 men, who had returned from 
Moorefield, was directed to follow and harass their rear and pick up 
stragglers. 


CAVALRY.* 
First Division. 
August 1 to 6.—The division was engaged in embarkation from City 


Point, Va., to Giesborough Point, D, C., and completed on the 7th. 
August 7—Marched, via Washington, to Tennallytown. 


*Commanded by Bvt. Maj. Gen. Alfred T. A. Torbert, U. 8. Army. 
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August 8.—Marched to Poolesville, Md. 

August 9.—Marched to Harper’s Ferry. : $ cwpicesere: 

August 10.—Marched via Charlestown and Berryville, skirmishing 
with the enemy at Stone Chapel. 

August 11.—Engaged the enemy’s cavalry near Winchester and drove 
them from toll-gate, and fought his infantry at Newtown. 

August 12.—Marched to Cedar Creek. 
- August 13 to 15.—In position at Cedar Creek. 

August 16—Marched to Cedarville, routed the enemy’s cavalry and 
infantry, taking 300 prisoners and 2 stand of colors. 

August 17.—Marched to Berryville. 105 

August 18 to 20.—Encamped at Berryville, frequently skirmishing 
with the enemy’s cavalry. 

August 21.—Marched to Charlestown; continued skirmishing. 

August 22,—Marched to Shepherdstown. 

August 23 and 24.—Encamped at Shepherdstown. 

August 25.—Made a reconnaissance in force to Kearneysville; heavily 
engaged throughout the day; encamped near Halltown. 

August 26 and 27,—In camp. 

August 28.—Marched via Leetown; drove the enemy’s cavalry 
through Smithfield to Bunker Hill; encamped at: Smithfield. 

August 29.—Engaged the enemy’s infantry, artillery, &c. 

August 30.—Marched to Berryville, and encamped at Berryville on 
the night of August 31, 1864. 

September 1.—The division was encamped near Berryville. 

September 2.—Marched to Rippon and back to Berryville again. 

September 3.—Marched to White Post. 

September 4.—Returned to Berryville and skirmished with the enemy. 

September 5.—Moved to Summit Point and took position on the right 
of army, where it remained from the 6th to the 14th engaged in picket- 
ing and scouting, frequently skirmishing with the enemy. 

September 15.—Engaged and drove the enemy across Opequon Creek 
at Seivers’ Ford, capturing a number of prisoners. 

September 16 to 18.—In camp. 

September 19.—Engaged in the battle of Winchester, capturing 2 
pieces of artillery, 800 prisoners, and 5 stand of colors. 

September 20.—Marched to Strasburg. 

September 21.—Marched to Front Royal.. 

September 22.—Marched to Milford; skirmished with the enemy. 

September 23.—Marched to Cedarville via Front Royal, repulsing, with 
severe loss, an attack of partisan cavalry. 

September 24.—Routed enemy’s cavalry at Luray Court-House, eap- 
turing 80 prisoners and 1 stand of colors. 

September 25.—Marched to Harrisonburg via New Market. 

September 26.—Marched to Port Republic, pressing enemy’s rear 
toward Brown’s Gap. 

September 27.—Marched to Cross Keys. 

September 28.—In camp at Cross Keys. 

September 29.—Marched via Port Republic and Piedmont to Mount 
Crawford. 

September 30.—Camp at Mount Crawford. 

October 1 and 2.—The division was encamped at Mount Crawford and 
skirmished with the enemy. 

October 3 and 4,—Remained in camp. 

October 5.—Moved to Cross Keys. 

October 6.—Marched to Timberville. 
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October 7.—Marched to Edenburg. 

October 8.—Marched to Tom’s Brook and skirmished with the enemy’s 
cavalry. 

October 9.—Routed and drove the enemy’s cavalry to Mount Jackson, 
capturing 1 stand of colors, 5 pieces of artillery, wagons, ambu- 
lances, &e. 

October 10.—Encamped near Fisher’s Hill. 

October 11.—Marched to near Middletown. 

October 12 to 14.—Eneamped near Middletown. 

October 15.—Marched to Front Royal. 

October 16.—Returned to Middletown. 

October 17 and 18.—Encamped near Middletown. 

October 19.—Fought the battle of Cedar Creek, capturing 22 pigces 
of artillery, 3 caissons, 29 wagons, 37 ambulances, 95 horses, 141 mules, 
398 prisoners, harness, &c. 

October 20.—Marched to Edenburg. 

October 21.—Returned to near Middletown. 

October 22 to 31.—Encamped near Middletown, Va. 

November 1 to 10.—The division was encamped near Middletown, Va., 
when it moved to near Kernstown, Va. 

November 12.—Marched to Cedar Creek, Va., and engaged the enemy. 
Skirmished with the enemy until 12 o’clock at night and returned to 
camp. 

November 13.—Marched to Cedar Creek and returned to camp the 
same day, picketing, reconnoitering, &ce. 

November 21.—Marched to Luray Valley on a reconnaissance. 

November 23.—Returned to camp, picketing, reconnoitermg, &c., as 
before. 

November 28.—Marched on an expedition to Ashby’s Gap; thence to 
Paris, Upperville, Union, Bloomfield, Philomont, Hamilton, and Water- 
ford to Lovettsville, driving off stock, destroying hay, grain, &c. 

December 1 to 18.—The division was engaged in picketing the front 
of the army in the center and toward Front Royal. 

December 19.—Started on a raid toward Gordonsville, Va. 

December 22.—Crossed the Rapidan River, engaged the enemy, drove 
him, capturing officers and men and two pieces of artillery. 

December 23.—Marched within one mile of Gordonsville and engaged 
the enemy (Pickett’s division), and returned through Warrenton, White 
Plains, and Millwood, arriving at Camp Russell, Va., its present camp, 
on the 28th, and took up its former picket-line up to December 31, its 
present location. 


First Brigade, First Division. 


August 1 to 3.—In camp near City Point, Va. 

August 4.—Embarked for Washington. 

August 7.—Marched from Giesborough Point via Poolesville to Har- 
per’s Ferry. ; ' ; 

August 10.—Moved via Charlestown and Berryville near Winchester. 

August 11.—Engaged the enemy near Winchester. 

August 12,—Marched to Cedar Creek. 

August 13 to 15.—In camp at Cedar Creek. 

August 16.—Engaged the enemy and routed them near Front Royal; 
150 prisoners captured by the brigade. 

August 17,—Moved to Berryville. 

August 18 to 20.—In camp. 
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August 21.—Moved to Charlestown. 

August 22.—Moved to Shepherdstown. 

August 23.—In camp. 

August 25.—Fight at Shepherdstown. 

August 26.—In camp at Antietam. 
August 28.—Moved to Harper’s Ferry and fight at Smithfield. 
August 29 to 31.—In camp. 


Second Brigade, First Division. 


August 3.—The brigade embarked at City Point on transports for 
Giesborough Point, disembarking and encamping at that place on the 
6th and 7th. 

August 6.—At night marched to Tennallytown. 

August 7.—Marched to Monocacy Church. 

August 8.—Marched to Pleasant Valley. 

August 9.—Crossed the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry and marched to 
Halltown. 

August 10.—Marched by Charlestown and Berryville to Chapel Run. 

August 11.—Engaged and routed Vaughn’s cavalry brigade at toll- 
gate on Front Royal turnpike. Same night engaged the enemy’s infantry 
near Newtown. 

August 12.—Marched by Newtown to Fawcett’s Gap, thence to Cedar. 
Run Church, engaging the enemy’s rear guard on road to Strasburg; 
thence to Middletown. 

August 13.—Crossed Cedar Run to near Strasburg; recrossed and 
encamped; same night marched to Cedarville. 

August 15.—Drove enemy’s pickets across Shenandoah and picketed 
the river. 

August 16.—Engaged the enemy in force, repulsing him, and captur- 
ing 140 prisoners and 2 colors. 

August 17,—Marched to Chapel Run and encamped, picketing the 
front. 

August 20.—Marched to Berryville. 

August 21.—Engaged the enemy near Berryville, retiring at night 
to Charlestown. 

eae 22.—Marched to near Shepherdstown, picketing the rail- 
road. 

; August 25.—Marched to Kearneysville and engaged the enemy’s in- 
antry. 

August 26.—Retired and encamped near Harper’s Ferry. 

August 28.—Marched to Leetown, engaged the enemy, and drove 
him through Smithfield. 

August 29.—lngaged the enemy’s infantry in force. 

August 30.—Marched to Berryville and encamped, picketing thefront. 

September 1—The brigade encamped at Berryville. 

September 2,—Marched to Rippon, returning same night to Berryville. 

September 3.—Marched to White Post. 

September 4.—Marched to near Snicker’s Ferry. 

September 5.—Marched to Summit Point and encamped. 

September 8.—Marched to Smithfield and encamped. 

September 18.—Marched to Summit Point. 
_ September 19.—Around the Opequon, and engaged the enemy near 
Winchester, capturing 300 prisoners and 5 battle-flags. 

September 20.—Marched to Strasburg. 

September 21.—Marched to Middletown. 
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September 22.—Pursued the enemy to Woodstock. 

September 23.—Pursued the enemy and engaged his rear guard near 
Mount Jackson. 

September 24.—Pursued the enemy and engaged his rear guard from 
Mount Jackson to six miles beyond New Market. ; 
rat na 25.—Pursued the enemy to Harrisonburg, thence to Keezle- 

wn. 

September 26.—Marched to Port Republic, driving the enemy into 
Brown’s Gap. 

September 27.,—Returned to Cross Keys. 

September 29.—Marched to Port Republic, thence by Piedmont to 
Mount Crawford; destroyed ninety-three barns full of grain and seventy- 
two stacks. 

September 30.—Marched to Cross Keys. 

October 2.—The brigade engaged the enemy near Mount Crawford. 

October 5.—Marched to Cross Keys. 

October 6.—Marched by Harrisonburg to Timberville. 

October 7.—Marched to Edenburg. 

October 8.—Marched to Tom’s Brook and engaged the enemy. 

October 9.—Engaged the enemy’s cavalry, driving him through 
Mount Jackson twenty miles. 

October 10.—Marched to Tom’s Brook and encamped. 

October 11.—Marched to Bowman’s Ford. 

October 13.—Marched to the west of Middletown. 

October 14.—Advanced to Strasburg, driving the enemy out of that 
place, retiring at night to Middletown. 

October 15.—Marched to Front Royal. 

October 16.—Returned to Middletown. 

October 19.—Participated in the battle of Cedar Creek, pursuing the 
enemy to Fisher’s Hill and capturing 22 guns, 380 prisoners, and a large 
train. 

October 20.—Drove the enemy’s rear guard from Fisher’s Hill to 
Woodstock, capturing 22 prisoners. 

October 21.—Returned to Middletown and encamped on the left of 
the army pickets, south side of Cedar Creek. 

November 1 to 7—The brigade remained in camp near Middletown, 
picketing on the south side of Cedar Creek and scouting to Woodstock 
and Edenburg. 

November 7.—The brigade marched to near Front Royal and relieved 
Powell’s division, observing the country in that vicinity, and returned 
to camp near Middletown. 

November 10.—Retired in rear of the army to camp on Front Royal 
pike, north of the Opequon, picketing and scouting to Nineveh. 

November 12.—Marched on Valley pike and engaged the enemy until 
11 p. m. between Newtown and Middletown. 

November 13.—Marched to Cedar Creek, returning same day to camp 
on Front Royal pike, picketing and scouting toward Nineveh. ., 

November 21.—Marched with the division to Front Royal; thence to 
Milford, Luray Valley. 

November 23.—Returned to camp on Front Royal pike, picketing as 
before. 

November 28.—Marched with the division to Ashby’s Gap; thence 
by Paris, Upperville, Union, Bloomfield, Philomont, Hamilton, and 
Waterford, to Lovettsville. 

December-1.—In camp near Kernstown, Va., picketing toward Front 
Royal. 
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December 19.—Marched to Chester Gap. 

December 20.—Marched to Sperryville. 

December 21.—Marched to near Madison. 

December 22.—Crossed the Rapidan, met the enemy, and drove them, 
capturing 2 officers, 15 men, and 2 pieces of artillery. 

December 23.—Marched within one mile of Gordonsville; engaged 
Pickett’s division. Received orders from General Torbert to retire to 
Liberty Mills, Rapidan River. Marched through Madison, crossing the 
Robertson at Russell’s Ford, and encamped. 

December 24.—Marched to Alderate Mills. 

December 25.—Marched to near Warrenton. 

December 26.—Marched to White Plains. 

December 27.—Marched to Millwood. 

December 28.—Returned to camp near Kernstown. 

December 30.—Marched to Smithfield. 

December 31.—Marched to Halltown. 


Third Brigade, First Division. 


[August.|—This command was organized as Third Brigade, First 
Division, Cavalry Corps, Middle Military Division, August 9, 1864, con- 
sisting of Second Massachusetts Cavalry, First Potomac Home Brigade 
Cavalry, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Twenty-second Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry, and miscellaneous detachments of General Wilson’s 
division. On or about August 14, 1864, the Fourteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry left the command and reported to General Averell without 
orders, and miscellaneous detachments joined their division. August 
24, the Twenty-second Pennsylvania Cavalry was ordered to report to 
General Averell, and the Twenty-fifth New York Cavalry was assigned 
to the brigade. The brigade has been on constant duty in the field 
with the division in General Sheridan’s army. One lieutenant-colonel, 
3 captains, 3 lieutenants, and 121 enlisted men is the total number of 
prisoners captured during the month by this brigade. 

September 8 the brigade was dissolved and.merged in other brigades. 


Reserve Brigade, First Division. 


August 10.—Colonel Gibbs assumes command of brigade; marched 
from near Halltown on road to White Post; met enemy’s pickets; 
attacked and drove them toward Newtgwn; camped near White Post. 

August 11.—Marched toward. Newtown; met and drove enemy’s 
pickets and skirmishers to line of breast-works; action closed at dark ; 
brigade camped in rear of Newtown; losses light. 

August 12.—Brigade entered Newtown, enemy having left two hours 
previous; camped near Middletown, Va. 

August 13 to 14.—Marched to Strasburg; found enemy intrenched; 
returned to camp near Middletown. 

August 15,.—Remained in camp. 

August 16.—Marched through Middletown and Cedarville; camped 
at Nineveh. 

a 17.—Marched through Berryville; camped two miles beyond 
on road. 

August 18.—Marched through Berryville; camped one mile beyond 
on the Winchester pike, remaining until the 21st. 

August 22.—Marched down Charlestown pike; skirmished with 
enemy as far as Rippon; camped half a mile in rear of Charlestown, 
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tac 23.—Marched toward Shepherdstown and camped back of 
wn. 

August 24.—Moved camp to near Antietam Ford. 

August 25,—Marched toward Kearneysville, meeting enemy in force 
half a mile beyond railroad; retired skirmishing; camped two miles 
and three-quarters from Harper’s Ferry. 

August 26—Made reconnaissance toward Shepherdstown and on 
Winchester and Kearneysville turnpikes. 

August 27,—Remained in camp. 

August 28.—Marched to Smithfield; meeting enemy, charged and 
drove them; Lieutenant Hoyer, First U.S. Cavalry, mortally wounded, 
died soon after; pursued the enemy, when a sharp engagement ensued; 
camped near Smithfield. 

August 29.—Enemy appeared in force and skirmishing began; enemy 
crossed stream and the column fell slowly back without confusion; 
arriving near Charlestown, a stand was made, when the enemy retired. 

August 30.— Brigade moved out on Berryville turnpike and went 
into camp. 

August 31.—Remained in camp. 

September 1.—Moved camp to near Summit Point, remaining picket- 
ing,. &c., until the 8th instant. 

September 8.—Colonel Lowell assumes command; brigade reorganized 
under Special Orders, No. 103, September 8, 1864, headquarters First 
Cavalry Division; First New York Dragoons were replaced by Second 
Massachusetts Cavalry, and Sixth Pennsylvania ordered to Pleasant 
Valley for muster out; remained in camp until September 12. 

September 13.—Made demonstration at Locke’s Ford, on Opequon; 
captured 1 lieutenant and 10 privates, Breckinridge’s corps; returaed 
to former camp at midnight. 

September 14 to 18.—Picketing as before. 

September 19.—Marched at 2 a.'m.; reached Seivers’ Ford before day- 
break; forded and engaged enemy; battle of Winchester; camped 
beyond on Valley pike. 

September 20.—Marched to Strasburg; camped on road to Capon 
Springs. 

Scenics: 21.—Marched to Front Royal and camped on Shenandoah. 

September 22.—Marched to Milford in support of Third Division; no 
attack on enemy’s position ordered; fell back to McCoy’s Ford and 
camped; Captain Emmons, assistant adjutant-general, wounded. 

September 23.—Marched to Cedarville, dispersing en route a detach- 
ment of Mosby, under Captain Mountjoy, from Cedarville; returned to 
Milford, finding position evacuated by enemy. ! 

September 24.—Marched to Luray, participating in engagement with 
Wickham; captured battle-flags, prisoners, &c.; camped west of Shen- 
andoah. 

September 25.—Crossed ridge to New Market; marched to Harrison- 
burg and camped. ; : : 

September 26.—Brigade temporarily detached, acting with Third 
Division; proceeded to Staunton, capturing stores, cattle, &c.; camped 
east of town. 

September 27,—Destroying railroad; marched to Waynesborough. 

September 28.—Brigade on picket at Rockfish Gap; attacked by 
enemy; fell back through Staunton, and by a forced march to Spring 
Mill. 

September 29.—Moved to Bridgewater and Mount Crawford, camping 
on left of infantry, picketing to Cross Keys and Rockland Mills, 
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September 30.—Rejoined division; camping and picketing. 

October 1 to 3.—Encamped north of Mount Crawford, picketing on 
turnpike. 

October 8.—Made a reconnaissance on turnpike. 

October 4.—Remained in camp, picketing, &e. 

October 5.—Moved to Cross Keys and encamped on right of road to 
Harrisonburg. 

October 6—Moved with division to Harrisonburg and down the Val- 
ley, burning hay, grain, stores, &c. 

October 7.—Moved on Ridge road; found enemy, who fell back as we 
advanced; encamped north of Edenburg. 

October 8.—Moved through Woodstock and encamped. 

October 9.—Moved down the pike; found enemy in force; after a 
brisk engagement pursued beyond Edenburg, capturing prisoners, 
wagons, stores, ammunition, &c. 

October 10.—Returned to within three miles of Strasburg and 
encamped. 

October 11.—Moved through Strasburg, across Cedar Creek, and 
encamped on left of infantry. 

October 12.—Remained in camp. 

October 13.—Moved to rear and encamped in rear of army head- 
quarters. 

October 14.—Saddled all day, but did not break camp. 

October 15.—Moved with division to Front Royal via Middletown 
and Cedarville; encamped near Front Royal. 

October 16.—Returned to camp two miles west of Middletown. 

October 17,—Remained in camp. 

October 18.—Remained in camp, picketing, &c. 

October 19.—Moved to the right of infantry on reconnaissance; found 
enemy in force; skirmished an hour and fell back, as the whole army 
had been attacked; formed skirmish line, connecting with infantry, 
and held position until3 p.m.; made several brilliant charges, one upon 
a battery with considerable loss; Colonel Lowell mortally wounded at 
battle of Cedar Creek. 

October 20.—Moved with division to Woodstock; brigade advanced 
to Kdenburg, and returned to camp near Fisher’s Hill, finding no enemy. 
* October 21.—Marched to Middletown and encamped on left of in- 
antry. 

October 22 to 26.—Remained as above. On 23d sent two squadrons on 
picket near Fisher’s Hill. 

October 27,—Sent two regiments on reconnaissance to Woodstock; 
returned, finding no enemy. 

October 28 to 31.—Remained in camp, picketing, &e. 

November 1.—In camp near Middletown on left of infantry. 

November 3.—Orders from division headquarters to guard construe- 

tion parties on Harper’s Ferry and Winchester Railroad; broke camp 
and moved to Halltown. 
_ November 5.—Moved to Charlestown and encamped, picketing, guard- 
ing railroad, &c.; performed same duty along line of railroad to 
Stephenson’s Depot, moving camp from time to time to keep pace with 
completion of railroad. : 

November 23.—At Stephenson’s Depot, guarding quartermaster’s 
department and picketing camp. 

é over ogee Sixth yy S. Cavalry joined the brigade per Special 
rders, No. 96, headquarters Cavalry, Middle Military Divisi - 
ber 27, 1864, ) q y) tary Division, Novem 
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November 29.—Pursuant to orders from Cavalry Corps headquarters, 
moved at 3 a. m., with no wheel transportation, via Berryville, across 
Shenandoah River; oceupied Snicker’s Gap and Snickersville at noon; 
marched to Bloomfield, and thence via Union and Philomont back to 
Snickersville, reporting to General Merritt, division commander, and 
bivouacked for the night. 

November 30.—The Second Massachusetts Cavalry and Second U. S. 
Cavalry on an expedition through northwestern Loudoun County; First 
U.S. Cavalry on picket and cattle guard; the Sixth U. S. Cavalry on 
picket in the Gap, and on expedition along the west side of Blue Ridge. 
Brigade headquarters at Snickersville, near the division headquarters. 
The duty of the brigade has been light but tedious, and no events of 
importance have occurred during the month. 

December 1—Crossed the Blue Ridge at Snicker’s Gap, driving 
cattle collected in Loudoun County, &c., and encamped after getting 
stock across the Shenandoah. 

December 2.—Joined by the Second U.S. and Second Massachusetts 
Cavalry; moved with the division as rear guard to near Stone Chapel 
and encamped. 

December 3.—Arrived at division camp and ordered into camp hear 
Kernstown. 

December 13.—Brigadier-General Gibbs assumed command of brigade, 
relieving Colonel Crowninshield. 

December 19.—Moved at daylight with the First and Third Divisions, 
with four days’ rations and forage, pursuant to orders, to two miles be- 
yond Front Royal, encamping in Chester Gap. 

December 20.—Moved at 6 a. m., passing through Flint Hill, Gaines’ 
Cross-Roads, Little Washington, Sperryville, and encamped two miles 
from Woodville. 

December 21.—Moved at 6 a. m.in advance. When within six miles 
of Madison Court-House countermarched and followed the division 
through Craigsville; crossed Hughes’ River and encamped in rear of 
the First Brigade at Madison Court-House. 

December 22.—Moved at 11 a. m., Second Division in advance; found 
the enemy at Rapidan River. Passed through Jack’s Shop (First and 
Second Brigades moved up the river, crossing at Brock’s Ford; Reserve 
brigade left with train) and encamped. 

December 23.—First and Second Divisions, crossing the river, found 
enemy in force near Gordonsville and returned. Reserve brigade left 
guarding train. Moved back through Madison Court-House, crossing 
Robertson’s River at Russell’s Ford. 

December 24.—Moved at 9 a. m., passing through James City, and 
encamped five miles from Culpeper Court-House. ; 

December 25.—Moved at 7 a. m., passing through Jefferson, Fauquier 
Sulphur Springs, encamping three miles from there. Foraging parties 
sent out, one of which captured and destroyed 150,000 Sharps carbine 
cartridges, 1,000,000 caps, 200 muskets, 96 blankets, and 4 prisoners 
captured. ‘A merry Christmas.” 

December 26.—Moved through Warrenton, New Baltimore, George- 
town, and White Plains; two prisoners captured. The Second Division 
marched to the left at Warrenton. 

December 27.—Moved out as rear guard, passing through Middle- 
burg, Canton, Rector’s Cross-Roads, Upperville, Paris, and Ashby’s 
Gap, on Millwood and Winchester turnpike. Forded the Shenandoah, 
crossing the dismounted men, stock, &c., and encamped about one mile 
and a half from the river. 

7 RB R—VOL XLII, PT I- 
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December 28.—Marched at daylight, passing through Millwood and 
crossing Opequon Creek. Arrived in old camp at 1p. m. 

December 31.—General Gibbs assumed temporary command of the 
First Division in the absence of General Merritt, Major McKendry, 
Second Massachusetts Cavalry, commanding brigade. 

The weather during the expedition was exceedingly cold, snowy, and 
rainy, rendering the roads in such an impassable and slippery condi- 
tion as to cause many horses to be worn out and consequently aband- 
oned. Some thirteen enlisted men were captured and shot by guer- 
villas. Brigade re-enforced by the First Rhode Island Cavalry; 
reduced by the detail of the First U. 8. Cavalry at Cavalry Corps 
headquarters. 


Third Division. 


August 1 to 4.—Encamped near Jerusalem plank, the command pick- 
eting the left of the army before Petersburg. 

August 5—Broke camp and marched to City Point; began to embark 
the command to Giesborough Point. 

August 12.—The entire division being together again, received orders 
to march to -the Shenandoah Valley, via Leesburg, through Snicker’s 
Gap; arrived at Winchester August 17, in time to cover the rear of the 
army, falling back toward Berryville; were attacked at Winchester 
by the enemy’s infantry, cavalry, and artillery; hotly engaged until 9 
p. m., when the division fell back through Winchester; marched to 
Sumit Point; remained there until August 21, picketing the Ope- 
quon. 

August 21.—The enemy attacked in force; retired through Charles- 
town, taking position on the extreme right of the army near that place. 

August 22.—Fell back to near Halltown, Va., taking position again 
on the extreme right of the army, picketing to our front and right. 

August 25.—Joined in a reconnaissance with the First Division to 
Kearneysville; met a large force of the enemy coming up the pike on a 
reconnaissance toward Shepherdstown, consisting of Breckinridge’s 
division of infantry and some cavalry; a severe engagement ensued, 
in which the enemy was driven about half a mile, but he rallied, 
developed his force, and we fell back leisurely and in good order to our 
former position. 

August 26.—Broke camp at 1 a. m., crossed the Potomac at Harper’s 
Ferry, marched through Pleasant Valley to Boonsborough Mountain, 
picketing the river at Antietam Ford and near Sharpsburg. 

August 28.—Recrossed the river at Shepherdstown ard marched to 
Charlestown, Va. 

September 2.—Moved into Berryville and went into camp, picketing 
to the front and left; daily reconnaissances sent out either toward Mill- 
wood and White Post or to the Opequon on the Berryville and Win- 
chester pike. 

September 13,—Sent four regiments, under Brigadier-General McIn- 
tosh, of the First Brigade, on an expedition toward Winchester across 
the Opequon; bya gallant charge of the Third New Jersey and Second 
Ohio Cavalry the capture of the Eighth South Carolina Infantry Regi- 
ment, with their battle-flag, was handsomely effected; the regiment con- 
sisted of 14 commissioned officers (among them the colonel) and 92 
enlisted men; besides this 2 commissioned officers and 35 enlisted 
men belonging to several Virginia cavalry regiments were taken. 
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September 19.—The division broke camp at 2a. m., taking the advance 
of the army toward Winchester on Berryville pike; drove in their 
pickets at the Opequon, and moving McIntosh’s brigade in advance up 
the pike at a trot, scattering a regiment of cavalry on picket before us 
and making some prisoners, struck their outer line two miles and a half 
from Winchester, defended on the pike by a regiment of infantry in a 
commanding position in the woods and in breast-works. General McIn- 
tosh, seeing that the heavy fire of musketry for a moment checked our 
advance, took the lead himself, and charging with the six regiments ot 
his brigade repeatedly up to the muzzles of the enemy’s muskets finally 
succeeded, with the assistance of Batteries B and L, Lieutenant Peirce, 
Second U. 8S. Artillery, in wresting this important position from the 
enemy, who fled in confusion, leaving many dead and wounded and 
losing some 70 prisoners. Our loss was heavy in killed and wounded. 
The enemy now opened with several batteries from his inner line of 
battle, but the division held the position and was relieved at 6 a. m. 
by the infantry, when the command moved to the extreme left of 
the army a mile and a quarter from the Strasburg pike, whence fre- 
quent demonstrations were made against the enemy’s right. After our 
troops had entered Winchester we pursued the retreating masses of 
the enemy, but night setting in halted at Kernstown and bivouacked. 

September 20.—Took up the march to near Front Royal. 

September 21.—Crossed the two forks of the Shenandoah, driving the 
enemy. 

September 22.—Found him strongly intrenched at Milford; several 
attempts to dislodge him failed; withdrew at night; bivouacked at 
Bentonville: 

September 23.—Marched to Buckton and back to near Milford. 

September 24.—Marched through Luray to near Massanutten Gap 
and bivouacked. 

September 25.—Crossed mountain; halted at New Market; 5 p. m. 
marched to Harrisonburg and bivouacked. 

September 26.—Marched to Staunton and bivouacked; captured a 
number of wounded and convalescent prisoners, large quantity of rebel 
hard bread, flour, and many wall-tents, tobacco, saddles and bridles, 
&ce.; destroyed what we did not want. 

September 27,—Moved to Waynesborough and bivouacked. _ 

September 28.—In camp; destroyed the railroad for several miles and 
the bridge at Waynesborough. 

September 29.—At 5 p. m. the enemy, with cavalry, artillery, and infan- 
try, advanced, attacking and driving our pickets through the town; 
skirmished till after dark; enemy succeeded in gaining possession of 
pike in our rear, compelling part of the command to move through the 
country; part of it charged through on the pike under a spirited fire 
from the enemy’s dismounted men; marched all night through Staunton 
to Springfield; bivouacked several hours. 

September 30.—Reached Bridgewater and went into camp, picketing 
from Mount Crawford to the right of Bridgewater. 

October 1.—In camp at Bridgewater. 

October 2.—The enemy made a brisk attack along the picket-line; 
was repulsed by the Second New York Cavalry and the line re-estab- 
lished. 

October 3 to 5.—In camp. Pursuant to orders the Fifth New York 
Cavalry was detailed to burn houses in vicinity of camp in retaliation 
for the murder of Lieutenant Meigs. 
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October 6.—Broke camp, marched back near .Fisher’s Hill and hiv- 
ouacked. The enemy, after following us up all day, made an attack on 
the picket-line in the evening. 

October 7.—Marched toward Columbia Furnace on the Back road; 
were attacked by the enemy’s cavalry at 5 a. m.; after a short fight 
resumed the march; bivouacked at Columbia Furnace. 

October 8.—Marched to Fisher’s Hill; went into camp. 

~ October 9.—The whole division moved out at 6 a.m. and attacked the 

enemy’s cavalry under Rosser, who had followed up and taken up a strong 
and commanding position. After heavy fighting succeeded in turning 
his left flank, obtaining a complete victory, capturing all his artillery 
(six pieces in all), his ambulance, ammunition, and headquarters train, 
and a large number of prisoners. 

October 10.—In camp near Mount Olive. 

October 11.—Moved back to Cedar Creek and encamped. 

October 12.—In camp. 

October 13.—Pickets driven in by the enemy; moved out with the 
command and drove them back and re-established our line. 

October 14 to 18.—In camp. 

October 17.—General Rosser attempted to surprise the camp of the 
division, but failed; however, succeeded in capturing a party of 33 men 
and 3 officers of the First Connecticut Cavalry on picket by surprise. 

October 19.—Alarm at 4 a.m.; heavy picket-firing; saddled up at 
once; enemy attacked the whole army in force. The division was 
formed on the right of the army; afterward transferred to the extreme 
left. to prevent an attempted flank movement of the enemy; again 
shifted to the right, engaged Rosser’s division, and drove it in confu- 
sion across Cedar Creek; charged the enemy’s infantry and pursued 
them beyond Strasburg, capturing 45 pieces of artillery, ambulances, 
wagons, 5 battle-flags, &e. 

October 20.—In camp. Sent one regiment on a reconnaissance to 
Mount Olive. 

October 21.—Moved camp one mile toward the pike. 

October 23 to 29.—In camp. On the 29th sent two regiments on a 
reconnaissance to Woodstock. No enemy in view. 

October 30 and 31.—In camp. 

November 7 to 9.—In camp near Middletown. 

November 10.—Moved back six miles and went into camp, picketing 
from near the Valley pike, at Newtown, to Fawcett’s Gap. 

November 11.—Enemy’s cavalry drove in the pickets of the Second 
Brigade on the Middle road; after some skirmishing until dark re- 
established the line. 

November 12.—Enemy’s cavalry attacked in force the pickets of 
both brigades, driving them in. Moved with entire division toward 
Cedar Creek, on the Middle road and the Back road, driving the enemy 
with ease on the Back road across the creek; but on the Middle road 
the enemy, being in superior numbers over the Second Brigade, checked 
the farther advance of the Second Brigade, and only after a very severe 
and obstinate engagement, the enemy, seeing himself threatened in his 
rear by the First Brigade, began falling back. 

November 13.—The entire division moved to beyond Middletown on a 
reconnaissance, discovering the enemy at Fisher’s Hill. 

November 21.—The division moved at 7 a. m.; were joined at New- 
town by the Second Cavalry Division, the whole under command of 


Brevet Major-General Torbert; marched as far as Woodstock and 
bivouacked. 
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_ November 22.—Moved to beyond Mount Jackson, Second Division 
in advance; found the enemy’s infantry and some cavalry drawn up at 
Rude’s Hill, with artillery in position. The enemy developing his force, 
began to fall back, the First Brigade covering the rear and repulsin g 
with ease the repeated charges or attacks of the enemy’s cavalry ¥ 
bivouacked at Woodstock. 

November 23.—Marched back to camp. 

November 28,—At 11 p. m. marched with division toward Moorefield; 
bivouacked eleven miles this side of Moorefield. 

November 29.—Entered Moorefield; sent 300 men from there toward 
Petersburg to gather information about Rosser’s whereabouts; took up 
the return march at 4 p. m.; bivouacked at 8 p. m. in the mountains. 

November 30.—Moved to North River and Cacapon bridge, bivouack- 
ing at 8 p. m. 

December 1.—Marched at 7 a.m. from within nine miles of Moore- 
field; bivouacked at Cacapon bridge. 

December 2—Marched through Lockhart’s and Petticoat Gap. 
Reached camp at 1 p. m. 

December 3 to 18.—In camp. 

December 19.—Started on an expedition up the Valley pike; biv- 
ouacked at Woodstock. 

December 20.—Marched through New Market to Lacey’s Springs and 
bivouacked. 

December 21.—The enemy’s cavalry at early dawn attacked with 
spirit the camps at different points, but were repulsed, although a por- 
tion of them, dressed in U.S. uniform, had succeeded in penetrating 
through the camp of the Highth and Fifteenth New York Cavalry, 
and owing to the darkness of the hour and a severe snow-storm escaped. 
capture. Moved back to Woodstock and bivouacked. 

December 22,—Marched back to near Kernstown and went into camp 
until December 28, when we moved back several miles, going into 
winter quarters near the Romney pike. 


First Brigade, Third Division. 


August 4.—Command relieved from picket on left of army near Jeru- 
salem plank road. 

August 5.—Marched to City Point and began embarking. 

August 9.—Whole brigade had arrived at Giesborough Point, D. C. 

August 12,.—Broke camp and marched to the Shenandoah Valley via 
Leesburg and Snicker’s Gap. ; 

August 17.—Reached Winchester and covered the rear of the Sixth 
Corps, then falling back toward Berryville; had a hot fight, at the 
close of which we fell back to Summit Point, where the enemy attacked 
us on August 21, and we fell back to Charlestown. Misc, 

August 22.—Were again attacked, and after a sharp skirmish fell back 
on our infantry at Halltown and took up a position on the extreme 
right. 

ey lners 25.—Made a reconnaissance to Kearneysville in connection 
with the Second Brigade, Third Cavalry Division, and were also joined 
by the First Cavalry Division at that point. Met a large force of the 
enemy immediately on crossing the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, which 
consisted of Breckinridge’s corps and some cavalry; a severe engage- 
ment ensued, at the close of which the enemy developed his force, 
compelling a retreat, which we accomplished in good order and very 
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leisurely. On the following night (25-26) crossed into Maryland, march- 
ing to Boonsborough on the 26th, and leaving regiments to picket the 
fords at Antietam and Sharpsburg. 

August 28.—Recrossed the Potomac at Shepherdstown; marched to 
Charlestown and bivouacked. 

September 2.—The brigade moved from Charlestown, Va., to Berry- 
ville, and divided its time from that date to the 19th between picket 
duty and occasional scouts. 

September 13.—A reconnaissance was made across the Opequon 
Creek toward Winchester over the Berryville pike, which resulted in 
the capture of the Highth South Carolina Infantry, consisting of 14 
commissioned officers (among them the colonel) and 92 enlisted men; 
also the battle-flag of the regiment. Besides this 2 commissioned officers 
and 35 enlisted men belonging to several regiments of Virginia cavalry 
were taken. The Second Ohio and Third New Jersey Cavalry deserve 
the greatest credit for the affair. . 

September 19.—At 2 a.m. the brigade left camp at Berryville, and 
meeting the enemy at the crossing of the Opequon drove him some 
miles, when they were re-enforced and succeeded in checking our 
farther advance. We held them, however, until the arrival of the 
infantry, when we were assigned a position on the left flank, from 
which we took an active part in«¢he engagement throughout the day, 
and after the occupation of Winchester in the evening charged the 
retreating columns of the enemy and followed them to the vicinity of 
Kernstown. 

September 21.—Met the enemy near Front Royal and drove him to 
Milford, where they were strongly intrenched, and held us during the 
next day and night. 

September 23.—Advanced again on this day, reaching New Market 
on the 25th and Staunton on the 27th. 

September 28.—The enemy attacked us at Waynesborough and com- 
pelled us to fall back beyond Staunton to Middle River. Moved to 
Bridgewater, on the North River, and went into camp on the 30th 
‘instant. 

| October.|—Went into camp at Bridgewater September 30; remained 
until October 2, when we changed camp. Just after going into our 
new c¢amp the Third New Jersey, then on picket, was attacked and 
driven across the river and through town in great confusion. The 
Second New York charged the enemy and drove them back across the 
river, recapturing nearly all the prisoners taken and inflicting a severe 
loss on the enemy. They used artillery quite freely. 

October 4.—The Fifth New York was detailed to burn property in 
retaliation for the murder of Lieutenant Meigs. 

October 5.—Staid in camp all day. 

October 6.—Marched from Dayton on the Back road, burning barns 
and collecting all the cattle found, the enemy following at a respectful 
distance until we were going into camp, when they attacked the Fifth 
New York and Kighteenth Pennsylvania, near Brock’s Gap, and suc- 
ceeded in cutting off about seventy-five of the Fifth New York Cav- 
alry, but afterward came in. 

October 7,—Lieutenant-Colonel Purington was relieved by Colonel 
Pennington. The Second Brigade, in the rear, was attacked and com- 
pelled to fall back, losing all the cattle and some of the forges of the 
brigade. Part of the brigade were deployed, checking the enemy. 

October 8.—The Highteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, as rear guard, was 
attacked and compelled to fall back on the brigade, losing some killed 
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and a few wounded. The enemy halted and did not attack. The bri- 
gade withdrew in line of battle for a mile; the enemy did not follow; 
encamped near Fisher’s Hill. 

October 9.—Attacked the enemy in a well-posted position beyond 
Tom’s Brook, on a hill, commanding the road with their artillery. After 
considerable skirmishing the brigade was ordered to charge up the hill, 
which resulted in the capture of six guns and the whole train of General 
Rosser. Brigade encamped on the field. 

October 11.—Marched to Cedar Creek. 

October 13.—Pickets driven in at Cupp’s Hill; brigade was ordered 
out to reform the line; considerable artillery firing. 

October 17.—General Rosser attacked the First Connecticut Cavalry, 
on picket, and captured Major Marcy, Captain Parmelee, Lieutenant 
Havens, and 33 enlisted men. 

October 19.—The enemy attacked in force; formed in line near the 
pike, to allow the infantry to form. Brigade charged and took 22 
pieces of artillery. 

October 20.—Went on a reconnaissance beyond Fisher’s Hill. 

October 21 to 31.—Doing picket and occasional scouts. 

November 1 to 8.—In camp near Middletown, Va. 

November 8.—Marched to a point between Newtown and Winchester, 
on Winchester pike, north of the Opequon, and encamped, ready to 
re-enforce either point. 

November 9.—Marched to Mount Zion Church and picketed from 
Faweett’s Gap to Middle road. 

November 10 and 11.—In camp near Kernstown, Va. 

November 12,—The Second Ohio on picket; First Connecticut sent 
on a scout to Cedar Creek; both regiments were attacked; brigade 
moved out and engaged the enemy, driving them to Lebanon Church. 

November 13.—In camp. near Kernstown. The brigade, with the 
division, moved out on a reconnaissance; returned at 4 p. m. 

November 14 to 20.—In camp near Kernstown, Va., doing picket and 
occasional scout. 

November 21.—Brigade moved out at 7 a.m. 

November 22.—Engaged the enemy at Mount Jackson. 

November 23.—Returned to old camp, near Kernstown, Va. 

November 23 to 28.—In camp doing picket and occasional scouts. 

November 28.—At 8 p.m. received orders to move at once. Moved 
out at 11 p. m. on the march and reached Wardensville at 11 a. m. on 
the 29th; halted three-quarters of an hour; encamped eleven miles 
from Moorefield. 

November 30.—Moved at 7 a. m. and reached Moorefield at 9 a. m., and 
halted until 3 p. m., sending the Second New York on a scout toward 
Petersburg; marched at3 p. m., and encamped at 9 p. m. at Pine Church. 

December 1.—Marched at 7 a. m. and reached Cacapon bridge at 9 
a. m. and encamped. 

December 2.—Moved at 7 a.m. by way of Lockhart’s and Petticoat 
Gap and reached camp at 1 p. m. 

December 3 to 18.—In camp near Kernstown, doing picket and 
occasional scouts. 

December 19.—Marched at 6 a. m., and reached Woodstock at 6 p. m., 
and encamped. 

December 20.—Marched at 6 a. m. and reached Lacey’s Springs at 6 

.m. 

December 21.—The enemy’s cavalry attempted to surprise our camp 
about 5 a. m. and were repulsed. At 7 a.m. marched, reaching Wood- 
stock at 5 p. m., and encamped. 
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December 22.—Moved at 6 o’clock, reaching camp near Kernstown at 
: E daembar 23 to 28.—In camp doing picket duty. ) 

December 28.—Moved camp two miles and a quarter from Win- 
chester. : ; 

December 29 to 31.—In camp, building winter quarters, and doing 
picket duty. 


Second Brigade, Third Division. 


August 1.—Marched to near Lee’s Mill and relieved General Kautz’s 
division on picket at that point, and continued on this duty until 10 
o'clock on the night of the 4th, when, the brigade marched to near B. 
Wells’ house, on Norfolk railroad, aud bivouacked. ; 

August 5.—Marched soon after daylight, and proceeded to near City 
Point and encamped. 

August 6 and 7.—In camp, without events of importance. 

August 8.—Embarked the brigade on board steam transports at City 
Point, under orders to proceed to Washington. ; 

August 9 and 10.—The troops arrived and disembarked at Gies- 
borough; went into camp near by. 

August 11.—In camp; engaged in getting ready to march. 

August 12.—Moved at dark (with division) across the Eastern Branch 
and the Potomac at Chain Bridge, and encamped a short distance out- 
side the fortifications. 

August 13.—Marched at 6 p. m. with division to Dranesville and 
bivouacked. 

August 14.—Remained at Dranesville. 

August 15.—Marched at 4.30 a. m. through Leesburg to Purcellville, 
where we bivouacked for the night. 

August 16.—Marched at 4.30 on Snickersville turnpike; crossed the 
Shenandoah River at 10 a. m., and halted for several hours about one 
mile from the river. Resumed march, passing through Berryville, and 
after a second halt, during which rations were issued, proceeded to 
Winchester and Millwood turnpike, and bivouacked. 

August 17,—Shortly after daylight marched with division via White 
Post and Winchester; took up position on south side of town, covering 
the Front Royal pike; at sundown withdrew to [from?] south side of the 
town and took up position until the First Brigade passed through on Mar: 
tinsburg road; marched, taking Summit Point road, and bivouacked 
on east side of Opequon. 

August: 18.—At 5 o’clock the brigade marched to Summit Point and 
bivouacked in line of battle on the right of the First Brigade. Sent 
Twenty-second New York to Smithfield to picket approaches. 

August 19 and 20.—In position at Summit Point. Reconnoitering 
parties develop the enemy’s pickets on west bank of Opequon. 

August 21.—Knemy attacked Twenty-second New York at Smith- 
field at 7 a, m., and drove them back about two miles; withdrew the 
regiment to Summit Point; heavy force of the enemy advanced on 
Winchester road; the division fell slowly back to near Charlestown, and 
bivouacked on right of infantry lines. 

August 22.—Intantry having been relieved during the night, the 
enemy attacked the division soon after daylight and we retired, skir- 
mishing part of the way to near Halltown and took position on right of 
the infantry lines. 

August 23 and 24,—Remained encamped in position. 
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August 25,—Reconnaissance to Kearneysville, leaving camp at 5.30 
a.m.; engagement between Kearneysville and Leetown with enemy’s 
cavalry and infantry; retired to position near Halltown. 

August 26.—Moved from position at 1 a. m., crossing the Potomac 
River-at Harper’s Ferry, and proceeding through Pleasant Valley 
encamped early in afternoon near Boonsborough. 

August 27—Marched at noon with division, passing through Sharps- 
burg, and took position on the Hagerstown turnpike, three miles from 
Sharpsburg; encamped. 

August’ 28.—Moved at daylight, passing through Sharpsburg, and 
rossing the Potomac at Shepherdstown Ford proceeded to Charles- 
own, and encamped near the Berryville turnpike. 

August 29.—Without movement or event of importance. 

August 30.—Marched at meridian with division to near Berryville, 
and bivouacked in line of battle. 

August 31.—Remained in position. The First Vermont made recon- 
naissance to the Winchester and Front Royal pike, developing nothing 
of moment. 

September 1.—Brigade in camp near Berryville. 

September 2.—Marched to vicinity of Charlestown. and bivouacked. 

September 3.—Marched at daylight to White Post, returning to Mill- 
wood and bivouacked. 

September 4.—Marched at daylight by country roads to Berryville; 
3p. m. formed line of battle on left of infantry. 

September 5 and 6.—In camp without event. 

September 7.—Reconnoitered to Opequon; discovered enemy’s cay- 
alry pickets on south bank; moved and forced-them back about two 
miles upon their infantry lines; returned to camp about Berryville. 

September 8 to 18.—In camp without event. 

September 19.—Brigade moved in rear of division at 2 a.m. up Ber- 
ryville and Winchester pikes to the Opequon. At daylight First 
Brigade attacked enemy’s pickets and drove them back; succeeded in 

gaining position on the south bank of the Opequon; Second Brigade 
moved up and formed line of battle on right of pike. At12 m. division 
moved to the extreme left tank of army and attacked enemy’s cay- 
alry; drove him back in confusion; continued pursuit till dark. 

September 20.—Moved via Newtown to Front Royal, and _ biv- 
ouacked. 

September 21.—Attacked enemy’s cavalry at daylight in position on 
south bank of Shenandoah; secured crossing, and drove enemy back 
to Gooney Manor. 

September 22.—Marched at daylight toward Milford on country roads, 
enemy having retired during night; 12 m. found him in position near 
Milford. Twenty-second New York and First New Hampshire dis- 
mounted and made a vigorous attack on right flank, but could not 
dislodge him. Withdrew at dark, and retired by pike to Bentonville, 
and bivouacked,. : 

September 23.—Moved to Buckland; returned to Milford. 

September 24.—Marched through Milford to Luray Court-House; 
crossed Shenandoah, and bivouacked near Massanutten Mountain. 

September 25.—Crossed mountain; halted at New Market; 9 p.m. 
moved to Harrisonburg and bivouacked. 

September 26.—Moved to Staunton. 

September 27.—Moved to Waynesborough. 

September 28.—In camp. 
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September 29.—Attacked by enemy; 5 p.m. formed line of battle; 
skirmish continued till after dark; enemy succeeded in getting posses- 
sion of pike in rear of this brigade, which was obliged to retire through 
country on right flank of enemy’s line; joined division at Fishersville; 
marched during night and day of 30th. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA.* 


August 1.—Capt. C. B. Hebble’s mounted company 100-days’ Penn- 
sylvania volunteers marched to Shimpstown, Pa.; a detachment of 
Brigadier-General Averell’s command marched to Greencastle and 
Waynesborough to picket roads leading to Potomac River. 

August 12.—Sent one company 100-days’ infantry and twelve men 
from Captain Sanno’s independent mounted company 100-days’ Penn- 
sylvania volunteers from Chambersburg to Scranton, Pa.; one com- 
pany 100-days’ infantry from Fort Washington to Chambersburg. 

August 13.—Sent Capt. B. Lambert’s independent mounted company 
100-days’ Pennsylvania volunteers and one section of Captain Has- 
tings’ (Keystone) battery from Harrisburg to Bloomsburg, Pa. 

August 15.—Sent two companies One hundred and eighty-sixth Reg- 
iment Pennsylvania volunteers and two companies 100-days’ Penn- 
sylvania volunteers to Columbia County, Pa. 

August 18.—Brandywine District discontinued in General Orders, 
No. 45, current series, Department of the Susquehanna. 

August 19.—Sent Capt. KE. M. Warren’s independent mounted com- 
pany of 100-days’ Pennsylvania volunteers from Harrisburg to Bloody 
Run. | 

August 22.—Headquarters Department of the Susquehanna changed 
from Harrisburg to Chambersburg, Pa. 

August 26.—Maj. Gen. George Cadwalader, U. 8. Volunteers, placed 
in command of U. S. troops in Columbia County, Pa.; sent four 
companies Sixteenth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps to Columbia 
County, Pa. 


DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA. t 


December.|\—Department of the Susquehanna changed to Department 
of Pennsylvania, with headquarters at Philadelphia, in General Orders, 
No. 293, War Department, December 1, 1864. 

Cumberland, Franklin, Adams, and York Counties, Pa., annexed to 
Juniata District, with headquarters at Chambersburg, Pa., in General 
oe No. 77, Department of the Susquehanna, dated December 1, 

December 4.—Sent one section of Battery A, First New York <Artil- 
lery, from Pittsburg to Chambersburg, Pa. 

December 14.—Headquarters Department of Pennsylvania changed 
from Chambersburg to Philadelphia, Pa. 

December 16.—Brig. Gen. O. 8S. Ferry, U. S. Volunteers, relieved from 
command of the Juniata District and assigned to duty as military com- 
mander of Philadelphia, Pa. 

December 21.—Sent detachment of Company D, Twenty-first Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania Cavalry, from Stroudsburg to Pottsville, Pa. 

December 29.—Sent half of Battery A, First New York Artillery, from 
Allegheny City to Philadelphia, Pa. The counties of Bucks, Montgom- 
ery, Delaware, and Chester annexed to Philadelphia District in General 
Orders, No. 86, Department of Pennsylvania, dated December 31, 1864; 
headquarters at Philadelphia, Pa. 


*Commanded by Maj. Gen. Darius N. Couch. 
tCommanded by Maj. Gen. George Cadwalader. 
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Organization of the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. Phitip H. 


Sheridan, U. 8S. Army, at the battle of Winchester (or the Opegqi Va. 
September 19, ‘ eae 


HEADQUARTERS ESCORT. 
6th U. 8. Cavalry, Capt. Ira W. Claflin. 


SIXTH ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. HoraTiIo G. WRIGHT. 
ESCORT. 


1st Michigan Cavalry, Company G, Lieut. William H. Wheeler. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Davip A. RUSSELL. 
Brig. Gen. Emory Upton. 
Col. OLIVER EDWARDS. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Lieut. Col. EDwarp L. CAMPBELL, Brig. Gen. EMory UPTON. 
Col. JosepH E, HAMBLIN. 
4th New Jersey, Capt. Baldwin Hufty. 
10th New Jersey, Maj. Lambert Boeman. 2d Connecticut Heavy Artillery, Col. 
15th New Jersey, Capt. William T. Cor- Ranald 8. Mackenzie. 
nish. 65th New York: 

Col. Joseph E, Hamblin. 

Capt. Henry C. Fisk. 
121st New York, Capt. John D. P. Douw. 
95th Pennsylvania,* ) Capt. Francis J. 
96th Betas lvanie’® ¢ Randall, 


Third Brigade. 


Col. OLIVER EDWARDS. 
Col. Isaac C. BASSETT. 


37th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. George L. Montague, 
49th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Baynton J. Hickman. 
82d Pennsylvania, Col. Isaac C. Bassett. 
119th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Gideon Clark. 
2d Rhode Island (battalion), Capt. Elisha H. Rhodes. 
5th Wisconsin (battalion), Maj. Charles W. Kempf. 


SECOND DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. GETTY. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. FRANK WHEATON. Col. JAMES M. WARNER. 
Lieut. Col. AMAsA §, TrAcY.t 
624 New York, Lieut. Col. Theodore 
B, Hamilton. 2d Vermont, Maj. Enoch EK, Johnson. 
93d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John 8. | 3d Vermont p - 
Lang. 7 | ath Vermont: , Maj. Horace W. Floyd. 
98th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John B. | 5th Vermont, Capt. Addison Brown, jr. 


Kohler. 6th Vermont, Capt. Martin W. Davis. 
1024 Pennsylvania, Maj. James H. Cole- | 11th Vermont (1st Heavy Artillery), Maj. 
man. Aldace F, Walker. 


139th Pennsylvania, Maj. Robert Munroe. 


* Guarding trains and not engaged in the battle. 
t Superintended a portion of the line. 
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Lhird Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. DANIEL D. BIDWELL. 


7th Maine, Maj. Stephen C. Fletcher. 
43d New York, Maj. Charles A. Milliken. 
49th New York (battalion), Lieut. Col. Erastus D. Holt. 
77th New York, Lieut. Col. Winsor B. French. 
122d New York, Maj. Jabez M. Brower. 
61st Pennsylvania (battalion) : 
Capt. Charles §. Greene. 
Capt. David J. Taylor. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES B. RICKETTs. 


First Brigade. | Second Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM EMERSON. Col. J. WARREN KEIFER. 
14th New Jersey: 6th Maryland: 


Col. John W. Horn. 
Capt. Clifton K. Prentiss. 
9th New York Heavy Artillery, Maj. 


Maj. Peter Vredenburgh, jr. 
Capt. Jacob J. Janeway. 
106th New York, Capt. Peter Robertson. 


a eee 


15lst New York, Lieut. Col. Thomas M. | Charles Burgess. 
Fay. | 110th Ohio, Lieut. Cal. Otho H. Binkley. 
87th Pennsylvania, Col. John W. Schall. | 122d Ohio, Col. William H. Ball. 
10th Vermont: *126th Ohio: 
Maj. Edwin Dillingham. Lieut. Col. Aaron W. Ebright. 
Capt. Lucius T, Hunt. Capt. George W. Hoge. 
67th Pennsylvania, Lieut. John F. 
Young. 


| 138th Pennsylvania: 
| Col. Matthew R. McClennan. 
Maj. Lewis A. May. 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE, 


Col. CHARLES H. TOMPKINS. 


Maine Light, 5th Battery (E), Capt. Greenleaf T. Stevens. 
Massachusetts Light, Ist Battery (A), Capt. William H. McCartney. 
New York Light, Ist Battery: 

Lieut. William H. Johnson. 

Lieut. Orsamus R. Van Etten. 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery C, Lieut. Jacob H. Lamb. 
ist Rhode Island Light, Battery G, Capt. George W. Adams. 
5th United States, Battery M, Capt. James McKnight. 


NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS. 
Bvt. Maj.Gen. Wittiam H. Emory. 
FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DwiGur. 
First Brigade, Second Brigade. 


Col. Grorcr L, Brat. Brig. Gen. JAMES W. MCMILLAN, 


29th Maine: | pare ‘ 12th Connecticut: 
Maj. William Knowlton. Lieut, Col. Frank H. Peck 
. Capt. Alfred L. Turner. Capt. Sidney E. Clark 
30th Massachusetts, Capt. Samuel D. | 160th New York,* Lieut. Col. John B. 
uth New fork manele 
) ; 5 | 47th P sylvani . i ‘ 
Col Sanngie Besaale 7 Peay Col. Tilghman H. 
aj. Oscar H. Curtis. “mont, (! 
116th New York, Col. George M. Love. Se SOE bee Roe no a 
153d New York, Col. Edwin P. Davis. 


* Non-veterans of 90th New York temporarily attached. 
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Third Brigade.* 
Col. LEonaRD D. H. Currin. 
30th Maine,t Capt. George W. Randall. 
133d New York, Maj. Anthony J. Allaire. 
162d New York, Col. Justus W. Blanchard. 


165th New York (six companies), Lieut. Col. Gouverneur Carr. 
173d New York, Maj. George W. Rogers. 


Artillery. 
New York Light, 5th Battery, Lieut. John V. Grant. 
SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. CUVIER GROVER. 
First Brigade. | Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY W. BIRGE. Col. JACOB SHARPE. 


Lieut. Col. ALFRED NEAFIE. 
9th Connecticut, Col. Thomas W. Ca- 


hill. 38th Massachusetts, Maj. Charles F. Al- 
12th Maine, Lieut. Col. Edwin Isley. len. 
14th Maine, Col. Thomas W. Porter. 128th New York, Capt. Charles R. Ander- 
26th Massachusetts, Col. Alpha B. Farr. son. 


156th New York: 
Lieut. Col. Alfred Neafie. 
Capt. James J. Hoyt. 

175th New York (three companies), Capt. 


14th New Hampshire: 
Col. Alexander Gardiner. 
Capt. Flavel L. Tolman. 
75th New York: 


Lieut. Col. Willoughby Bab- Charles McCarthey. 
cock. y 176th New York, Maj. Charles Lewis. 
Maj. Benjamin F. Thurber. 
Second Brigade. Fourth Brigade. 
Col. Epwarp L. MOLINEUx. Col. Davip SHUNK. 
13th Connecticut, Col. Charles D. Blinn. | 8th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Alexander J. 
11th Indiana, Col. Daniel Macauley. Kenny. 
22d Iowa, Col. Harvey Graham. 18th Indiana, Lieut. Col. William S. 
3d Massachusetts Cavalry (dis- Charles. 
mounted), Lieut. Col. Lorenzo D. | 24th Iowa, Lieut. Col. John Q. Wilds. 
Sargent. 28th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Bartholomew W. 
131st New York, Col. Nicholas W. Day. Wilson. 
159th New York, Lieut. Col. William 
Waltermire. 
Artillery. 


Maine Light, 1st Battery (A), Capt. Albert W. Bradbury. 
RESERVE ARTILLERY. 
Capt. Exigan D. Tart. 


Indiana Light, 17th Battery, Capt. Milton L. Miner. 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery D, Lieut. Frederick Chase. 


* Detached at Harper’s Ferry, and not engaged in the battle. 
t Non-veterans of 13th and 15th Maine temporarily attached. 
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ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA. 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. GEORGE CROOK. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Col. JosSEPH THOBURN. 


First Brigade. 
Col. GEORGE D. WELLS. 


34th Massachusetts, Maj. Harrison W. 
Pratt. 
5th New York Heavy Artillery, 2d Bat- 
talion, Maj. Caspar Urban. 
116th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Thomas F. Wildes. 
123d Ohio, Capt. John W, Chamberlin. 


Second Brigade.* 
Lieut. Col. ROBERT 8S. NORTHCOTT. 


1st West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Jacob 


Weddle. 

4th West Virginia, Capt. Benjamin D. 
Boswell. 

12th West Virginia, Capt. Erastus G. 
Bartlett. 


Third Brigade. 


Col. THomas M. HARRIS. 


23d Illinois (battalion), Capt. Samuel A. Simison. 


54th Pennsylvania: 


Lieut. Col. John P. Linton. 


Maj. Enoch D. Yutzy. 


10th West Virginia, Maj. Henry H. Withers. 
11th West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Van H. Bukey. 
15th West Virginia, Maj. John W. Holliday. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Col. Isaac H. DUVAL. 
Col. RUTHERFORD B. HAYEs. 


First Brigade. 


Col. RUTHERFORD B, HAYEs. 
Col. HrrAmM F,, Devon. 


23d Ohio, Lieut. Col. James M. Comly. 
36th Ohio: 
Col. Hiram F. Devyol. 
Lieut. Col. William H. G.Adney. 
5th West Virginia (battalion), Lieut. 
Col. William H. Enochs. 


13th West Virginia, Col. William R. 


Brown. 


Second Brigade. 


Col. DANIEL D. JOHNSON. 
Lieut. Col. BENJAMIN F. CoATEs. 


34th Ohio (battalion), Lieut. Col. Luther 
Furney. 
91st Ohio: 
Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Coates. 
Maj. Lemuel Z. Cadot. 
9th West Virginia, Maj. Benjamin M. 
Skinner. 
14th West Virginia, Lieut. Col. George 
W. Taggart. 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 


Capt. Henry A. Du Pont. 


1st Ohio Light, Battery L, Capt. Frank C. Gibbs. 
Ist Pennsylvania Light, Battery D, Lieut. William Munk. 
5th United States, Battery B, Capt. Henry A. Du Pont. 


CAVALRY. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. ALFRED T, A, TORBERT. 


ESCORT. 


Ist Rhode Island, Maj. William H. Turner, jr. 


“Guarding trains, and not engaged in the battle. 
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FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. WESLEY MERRITT. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE A. CUSTER. Bvt. Brig. Gen. THoMaAS C. DEVIN. 
1st Michigan, Col. Peter Stagg. 4th New York: 
5th Michigan, Maj. Smith H. Hastings. Maj. August Haurand. 
6th Michigan, Col. James H. Kidd. Maj. Edward Schwartz. 
7th Michigan, Maj. Melvin Brewer. 6th New York, Maj. William E. Beards- 
25th New York, Maj. Charles J, Seymour. ley. 
9th New York, Lieut. Col. George S. 
Nichols. 
19th New York (1st Dragoons), Col. 
Alfred Gibbs. 
17th Pennsylvania, Maj. Coe Durland. 


Reserve Brigade. 
Col. CHARLES R, LOWELL, Jr. 


2d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Casper Crowninshield. 
6th Pennsylvania,* Maj. Charles L. Leiper. 
1st United States, Capt. Eugene M. Baker. 
2d United States: 
Capt. Theophilus F. Rodenbough. 
Capt. Robert 8S. Smith. 
5th United States, Lieut. Gustavus Urban. 


SECOND DIVISION.t 
Bvt. Maj.Gen. WILLIAM W. AVERELL. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Col. JAMES M. SCHOONMAKER. Col. HnnrRY CAPEHART. 


8th Ohio (detachment), Col. Alpheus S. | 1st New York, Maj. Timothy Quinn. 


Moore. 1st West Virginia, Maj. Harvey Farabee. 

14th Pennsylvania: 2d West Virginia, Lieut. Col. John J. 
Capt. Ashbell F. Duncan. | Hoffman. 

Capt. William W. Miles. 38d West Virginia, Maj. John S. Witcher. 


22d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Andrew 
J, Greenfield. 


Artillery. 
5th United States, Battery L, Lieut. Gulian V. Weir. 
THIRD DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES H. WILSON. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. Joun B. McINTOSH. Brig. Gen. GEORGE H, CHAPMAN. 
Lieut. Col. GEORGE A. PURINGTON. 


1st Connecticut, Maj. George O. Marcy. | 3d Indiana (two companies), Lieut. 


3d New Jersey, Maj. William P. Robe- Benjamin F. Gilbert. 

son, jr. ist New Hampshire (battalion), Col. 
2d New York, Capt. Walter C. Hull. John L. Thompson. 
5th New York, Maj. Abram H, Krom. 8th New York, Lieut. Col. William H. 
2d Ohio: Benjamin. 

Lieut. Col. George A. Purington. | 22d New York, Maj. Caleb Moore. 

Maj. A. Bayard Nettleton. 1st Vermont, Col, William Wells. 


18th Pennsylvania: 
Lieut. Col. William P. Brinton. 
Maj. John W. Phillips. 


*At Pleasant Valley, Md., and not engaged in the battle. 
tFrom Department of West Virginia. 
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HORSE ARTILLERY. 
Capt. La Ruetr L. LIvInGsTon. 


New York Light, 6th Battery,* Capt. Joseph W. Martin. 

1st United States, Batteries K and L, Lieut. Franck E. Taylor. 

2d United States, Batteries Band L, Capt. Charles H. Peirce. 

2d United States, Battery D, Lieut. Edward B. Williston. 

2d United States, Battery M,t Lieut. Carle A. Woodruff. 

3d United States, Batteries C, F, and K,t Capt. Dunbar R. Ransom. 
4th United States, Batteries C and E,t Lieut, Terrence Reilly 


No. 4. 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. 
Philip H. Sheridan, U. 8S. Army, at the battle of Winchester (or the 
Opequon), Va., September 19. 


{Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, &c.] 


| | : 
Killed. Wounded. pi soetples 
| | $ 
Command. ioe ps a ane = 
Ho os | ¢ 
eat c S A eae, r=] Ep 
a BROmesiaeeo | |) 22 oh 
ers) ra aS ti eal 4 
SIXTH ARMY CORPS. | | 
Maj. Gen. Horatio G. WRIGHT. | | 
i | | 
FIRST DIVISION. | ' { ! 
| 
Brig. Gen. DAvip A. RUSSELL.} | | ) 
Brig. Gen. EMory Upton. § 
Col. OLIVER EDWARDS. 
Staff. JENS Sehgal cs. EOS ee Ve ees Di | AES aD), AES 3 
First Brigade. i =a | | 1 
Lieut. Col. Epwarp L. CAMPBELL. | 
4th New Jersey ihn Oe | 1 22 
INANON Pex PIGEON (OS cep ansodo. cuascodaensseeb 1, 3 1 16 
15th New Jersey cg ee 7 55 
| 
Notall Hirst Brigaderacs.dc: aedtancnesteees Pete Ae tee ee 9 | 93 
Second Brigade. | | ia 
Brig. Gen. Emory Urron. | 
Col. Josep KE. HAMBLIN. ; | 
| 
2d Connecticut Heavy Artillery............... | 3 | Ls} 1G AOS estes losta x16) crete 138 
65th New York ‘ } Sie 32 
121st New York 2) 1 15 
| | 
Hotal Second Brigad@tss-aassseec ee ees ee ee sul 25 Te gl AG alesse ota a eee 185 
as | 4 
Third Brigade. | 
Col. OLIVER EDWARDS. 
Col. Isaac C, BASSETT. | 
Sibhy Massachusetts. secaenee om oe eee ee aren ee 91 
49th Pennsylvania. -./2-2.25 2.2.2. 44 
S2dBennsylvaniar ee seaee areteee ce 62 
I19th:Pennsylvania ..-.3_. -eseeueee 23 
2d Rhode Island (battalion) 6 
oth Wagconsin’ (hattalron) cease eo cece eee aleee ee 17 
Total Third Brigade............ | 35 | | 
otal Third Brigade... sn<.cce aeeceeeeeneine eet | ; 193 jrorccc|ecere eee | 243 
Tiotalmins tyDivision aces eeee eee le 5 67a e211 SO ea, 9| 524 


“At Sandy Hook, Md., and not engaged in the battle. } Killed. 
tAt Pleasant Valley, Md., and not engaged in the battle. § Wounded. 
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Return of Casualties in the Union Forces, §c.—Continued, 
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Killed. Wounded, | Captured or 
missing. 
Command. 5 | 4 
Es 3 a & 
g 4 8 f 5 5 E, 
Se o Ft 8 P= § cri) 
<a a fo) A S a 4 
SECOND DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. Getty. 
First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. FRANK WHEATON. 
SR OES ooo iw enh bs on wn sep clnabas aie 2 2 4 
Se POMRAVIVENIA...--..-.-. 2-22 -. 4 SA Sle ee 39 
98th Pennsylvania .-........--..-.... 4 189 lies e ippie dl, 30 
102d Pennsylvania ................... g BGy eee 4 62 
NEE CHING IV ONIE o i022 onan cn ch onset consscscks | pepetne 2 35 lbescuckess 40 
Total First Brigade ............. 4 143 p12. )r aon 8 | 195 
Second Brigade. ? = | 
Col. JAMES M. WARNER. 
Lieut. Col. Amasa S. TRacy.* 
a WSR SROIEG <a ee Se et a 
3d Vermont ah aaa il atic : 59 
4th Vermont 
5th Vermont 
6th Vermont 


Third Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. DANIEL D. BIDWELL. 


Se PERE o> chai dine en ss aiseacteasueseume 
EE A Cs ae a ee en 
49th New York (battalion):......-....2.-..222023 
INOW NOPE ooo 2 2 BE cw de ences ccscaed 

agen INGTON OVlet as = Saco aah Pench aBbieninemerd 
6lst Pennsylvania Rae ee rat SSS A eee 


4M TCE oa 127i ee ee | 


Robal. SAcOnd UNVISIOD. os steaisienaicmcinwecn ey 
THIRD DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES B. RICKETTS. 
First Brigade. 


Col. WILLIAM EMERSON, 


MACH IVOM ee OL BOY, fe = 2.0)= 3 pe siel= <loln' pina 0.01016) 4.0)s)ai0iai0\nis.« 
BOGGH NOW MONK exe cise a aie eestaes «2 
PEST) INOW OPK «2-1 eterno ts coo cving ce ciln'a 

87th Pennsylvania... -. 22-022 000s 

MRL VOL EO G, 2a breed a alee melee Sah AS Em apt o's 


LOLS WATE DIIGARS te n- asses cieeeateecse rs 
Second Brigade. 


Col. J. WARREN KEIFER. 


6th Maryland .-...---.-----------+---ssesseees- 
9th New York Heavy Artillery .-.-............ 
110th Ohio........---------------+++2e22-+ 2-2-2 eee 


arth Bencey ais 
138th Pennsylvania 
Total Seeond Brigade ..,............------- 
PotaisEhird Division xg... fs = <1-4S- -.---* 4 


{ 
* Superintended a portion of th 


8 R R—VOL XLIII, PT I 


iT | aaa (ale rie eee ae ea 18 
1 i| 3 Bolisee®. nadooact 8 
pe 1 1 °F lace bed ak 11 
ee 2 Dal end Single 2 42 
1 ran ae i aaa fr Wee 34 
UO Bh tren hee ol eee 16 
3 Of wadSe) -edOot| eee 2 129 
6 50, sgl 445 |:...:. 20 559 
eres: = —— | a — | 


| 
1 A 9 eges  g ee 3 42 
a 2 © | ere Gucheeorter ay | cna aavleoh .Bo: 42 
Tew E i 48 feel nae, 55 
rea eae, eee i 60 
GL Bee Biases 2 54 
LAO: bes || Pine 4 41 
3 Ailialh-at 3 54 
4 7st || GTR eos 13| . 348 
} ig | 
ay ae eee — 
Ba 76 41 | 450i belés 17 600 
e line. 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, §c.—Continued, 


(CHap. LV. 


la : 
Killed. Wounded, ne tie 
oS 
C iy iar i a F S 
ommand. = a a ap 
ue H H o 
S d ES) A 5 F & 
oe es] ° E=| o op 
SOD: Wes Paton a ml a ee 
ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 
Col. CHARLES H. TOMPKINS. 
Maine Light, 5th Battery (E).--..-...-.-----.---- 6 
New York Light, 1st Battery a 6 
ist Rhode Island Light, Battery C .--.-...-------|------ ee jeceeee 4 
otaleArtilerysbrigadeies-e- a. esee se alsee ate eee eee 15" esye aly ao Be 16 
Total Sixth Army Corps ...----.2---ee0--- 1g |<?" 193°" REE’) “ask [eet “46! 1,699 
NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS. ai 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. WILLIAM H. Emory. 
{ 
FIRST DIVISION. | ] J 
| 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM Dwicurt. 
First Brigade. | 
Col. GkorGE L. BEAL, | 
29Gb Maine <- acts a cminst epi clalels fe eta fe als|o)='etare's faiellaseee esis 1 | BSN lee SOLE 24 
30th Massachusetts -- - Re | A |-2253>)20-% Jay 22 
Vi4th News VOrk aes) cieve cisisperats sae 20 | 8) BS) ans a se 185 
VUGtHENG Wako kK: 4e22 oon estes sare atch << nee Gules ae | 39 butese diene ey 48 
TB Sal NOW YOR eens cee crea rp Se arc celal 10 | 4 | Et eee: agape 69 
- = i | ————. 
Total FirstBrigadesses-2.- Wetec caciec sss 2 43 13 | ZOO) cao alma ee 348 
Second Brigade. & 
Brig. Gen. James W. McMILian. | 
TOPHI Connecti citys -anaeeee en eee aoe aero 3 7 Brot Valse 1 71 
160th New: Mork® oes. Reece cae teste ae toga waded 2 13 3 | OS tesa. 1 77 
47th Pennsylvania |<. 2222. - <2 50: eee ee os|eee ee dears Co ee bees So 9 
SLO PUIG A SON on a ose neue DONG goncan Moraga soe 9) eee H (43) ee Seeleacne AGE 37 
Total Second Brigade ..........2...2-2+---- pea) Sol 8s | Lhe 2 194 
Total First Division .:c..:..c000--.-0-...... 7} 73 19 Aa Tile Sete was 542 
(as — (Sees 
SECOND DIVISION. | | | | 
Brig. Gen. CUVIER GROVER. | | 
| 
First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Henry W. Biree. | | | | 
| | 
Gt biConNe ch GWU xcmie ee me-ce- k weed sersice een lee teat (Sao | leh ee encase 1 
164 0 gee oe eSe ey esece oc See cn Suess se 2 12 | 6 | nfl eee ie 15 112 
14th Maine cect si ctace - cangaiclis sick euisdedameauancca 1 6 | 6) GT: eee 3 62 
26th: Massacbusebus oo. oe cote ee meee eee eee SS Umea 69 2 19 139 
1dth-New Hampshire 2: -segseesengh ss -edec.5 +s | 4 BT | 9 79 tamer 19 138 
TOUR NewWhV OCS pote, on ee eee ieee ae | itcdalfmioez bh ee ore ee i 10 73 
Lotal Pits tibrigadeen as -e-emeeetecace ce ek. | Ae 100 | 36 | 313 | 3 66 525 
Second Brigade. | : | 
Col. EDwarp L. MoLINEux. | j 
| i} 
138th Connecticut | G's herds te | 39 | 2 30 77 
TOE Tanda a jeciaforerpeeterer ete aisles te None cook oe | 7 2 56 1 3 70 
220) TOW ®: 222. -neememe ire ck ce wane Ree eee eae ee | 0 a | 60s) ceced 31 105 
3d Massachusetts Cavalry (dismounted) .....- 2 Wey 3 Bd Alecehy, SRR RP Oe 106 
13ist New ork-:scisie. vest rece sores See rere eeeees ey BG nomen lle des as 74 
159th New Mork tava. eiies ob PR eee a es 5 4 46 1 19 75 
Total Second Brigade .........2..0.2.-26-2- Bile 1-63. 0 Bto|... gaan bad ng 83 507 


“Non-veterans of 90th New York temporarily attached. 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, §e.—Continued, 


Killed. Wounded. | Captured or 
missing. 
o 
Co: d. . re E =] 
2) . Oo . Oo . i] 
Ps e |g 8 |e 8 eh 
* ° | ce OE ae RE anc al = 4 
Third Brigade. | 
Col. JAcoB SHARPE. | 
Lieut. Col. ALFRED NEAFIE. | | 
| 
38th Massachusetts -.-.---..2....2--2552..ccceee | 
128th New York... - 22... : : Li Ame B 8 a 
156th New York ........... 20; 3 Laoag. 8 Eee al 51 
2 LE ea hry RS TS ee eee Coe eee ee a 3 SON ears 9 47 
Total Third Brigade 39 14| 208 |........ 17| 278 
Fourth Brigade. SeePapilcs 20 iO one 
Col. DAVID SHUNE. 
8th Indiana 9 
18th Indiana | : 38 
DMA EO WW oa 33s eee foes Se 75 
a ae ee ee ae 87 
Total Fourth Brigade ............-.-.--..-- 3 | 209 
Artillery. 
Maine Light, 1st Battery (A) ----.-....-.--.-...-|.-.--- 2) 1 DOYLE Reet il vera are ae 8 
Total Second Division....,.-...-------.-+-- 15| 219; 85| 1,004; 7| 197] 1,527 
RESERVE ARTILLERY. | may 
Capt. EvisaH D. Tarr. | 
| 
Indiana Light, 17th Battery .-...-..-...-...-.--- Kewig s Raha daprae (eases an 1 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery D.-..........2..|......|----.-.- [reso A ee ete ene ee 4 
GOL TRORUE AU MUOIY oo oe 2 < ota’ wio.sisin ds oc] sso 2|s o> pos > Jen-e-- 9 (RES) (eee ra 5 
Total Nineteenth Army Corps ......-....... | 22 ~ 292] 104 1, 450 7 199 2, 074 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA. aap 
Bvt. Maj.Gen. GEORGE CROOK. | 
FIRST DIVISION. | 
Col. JosEPH THOBURN. | 
(Re 968 ae ee deta Sc GHOSE sb Ac ane riere fics lascesb le oaess 24 Jntteee DNS seen erect 2 
First Brigade. Fon al ‘ 
Col. GEORGE D. WELLS. | 1 
‘S4thy Massachusetts 8. SSUES Tea Pee eee a 6 6 102 
5th New York Heavy Artillery, 2d Battalion...|------ 14 | 1 43 
123d Ohio 3 48 
Total First Brigade’.....-....:--.-.0+s-0--- 1 26 11 227 
Third Brigade. 
Col. THomAs M. Harris. 
23d Illinois (battalion) --...-...---.---... ARE ic A Pee ett hice 1 \sagourcs 22 
SAUD ORNS VIC AllIs et acetone nc cams +s scams vs den Melenn Wee 6 4 BO Hse wine 4 49 
10th West Virginia ....--.-.---------------+------ 2 a) 1 (eee 2 | 97 
11th West Virginia ...-0......--..------ Saat. JRE 1 Pay ecctes SA 18 |.-----)e+++-+-- | 21 
15th West Virginia ......-...--------------e+e+-|e+---- 11 2 86 Jeccees|eeere ees 49 
Mohealme hind g ade teecese te seeslaieie ls seis 3 87 7 if pile 6 238 
pa ar nema | en ——— |= — Feo Oe 
Total MIS t IT VISION, 0s <i nera:d = oinm oem cin \= a= 4 63 18 BUG) \scleivie 6 467 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, §:c.—Continued. 


| Captured or 


Second Brigade. 


| Killed. Wounded. missing. 
= | 32 
iB Seti, © arp ee el s 
Comman¢ Z | |g z | BE 
o . o . vo Ep 
Bye ea Se ee) eae 
ubh Pessina oR as be at eel < 
eee poe ee (oe ae pe . = = 
SECOND DIVISION. | | | 
Col. Isaac H. Duvat.* 
Col. RUTHERFORD B. HAYES. i | ' i 
| | 
Shah oseec neh ac armen odecesener ers steaclessere [aera felis seers ceeets bits Somat 1 
First Brigade. | | 
H | i 
Col. RUTHERFORD B. HAyEs. | 
Col. HrraAM F. DEVOL. | | 
23d Ohio.... 
BOth Ohi0 cere. steers ue stels eiee ta asivieleisiole eels | 
5th West Virginia (battalion) | 
LRU D MYCE ois Hall lade Bre MGanocaoseer coreemesso5e | 
Total Hirst Brigade, a. sna ce ace gene eee 
= H 
| 


Col. DANIEL D. JOHNSON.* | 
Lieut. Col. BENJAMIN F. COATES. 


34th Ohio (battalion) } 1 g | | : 47 
Dist sOMOme corsa. waceee BES Reon | 3 = 106 
9th West Virginia...--. 25 : 2 BeeOSE 18 
14th West Virginia...........-.. e-=/-f= Mgrs i SE so ole | | 20 
Lotal:Second Brigade... 2.2... --.20+-s<s050 i! 23 7 £60" lseeeee een i- = are 191 
Total Second Division ..............---.--. 2 | “asi ple le wpopalaewe se iluisan eee 
Total Army of West Virginia..........-.-- i 6 98 34 649 |.2. 2. “4 794 
CAVALRY. vey pen 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. ALFRED T. A. ToRBERY. 
3 FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. WESLEY MERRITT. 
First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE A. CUSTER. | 
| 
Net: Michigans corel ten semis cette aaserentions I aareot= 6 3 30 nace Site 39 
5th Michigan | 4 2 2 24 
6th Michigan 2 1 2 20 
7th Michigan dines aide ak pice sank ! 3 | 2 23 
25th New Mork cec. cece ne Eneotatpelecicetesehads 1 3 7 
MovaliRirsti Brigadecccrseaec =< cee sects 9 113 
Second Brigade. | aa 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. THomas C. Devin. | 
Gh New, York \v.-0 mage (cee ee eee 
6th New York 
9th New York 
19th New York (1st Dragoons)............-...... 
avth Poansyly ania: ounce cemecc. Sven case cece mem ne 
Total Second Brigade .........-.......222.- 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, §¢c,—Continued. 


Capt ured or 


Killed. Wounded missing. 
Command. a | a 2 
§ tleng Ubesyel We Thespiong 
Sie | ete = 
Sime jo | Ss ts pos 
Reserve Brigade. 


Col. CHARLES R. LOWELL, Jr. 
Staff 
2d Massachusetts 
Ist-United States.....-.. 


2d United States........ 
5th United States 


Total First Division ................. saa 
SECOND DIVISION.* 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. WILLIAM W. AVERELL. 
First Brigade. 
Col. JAMES M. SCHOONMAKER. 


8th Ohio (detachment) 
14th Pennsylvania 


Zed) PENNS ylVanid...55 cs enens = cass = sd seen tans aah 


Potal First Brigade .--- ~~. ----..-.--25---- 


Second Brigade. 


Col. HENRY CAPEHART, 
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Aggregate. 


RBG OW DER as scan oso ntnsacino cine ate aah eae «fu hi siece fi oistaean! 


1st West Virginia 
2d West Virginia 
3d West Virginia 


Total Second Brigade 


Total Second Division............. “eoreecae 
THIRD DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. JaMEs H. WILsoNn. 
First Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. Jonn B. McInTOsH.t+ 
Lieut. Col. GEORGE A. PURINGTON. 


Staff 
1st Connecticut 
38d New Jersey....-. .- 
2d New York 
5th New York 


Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. CHAPMAN. 


taff 
3d Indiana (2 Rompantes) ; 
8th New York 
22d New York 
1st Vermont 


Total Second Brigade 
Total Third Division.......--..------------ 


$6 oN Pl are Sayre 4 

4 

4 

4 

| Pinch 5 10 V3 .§ 2 | 16 
=) { Some = 

| +6 2 | Se | 4 $5 


*From Department of West Virginia. 


Tee | 2 
68 gm AT 
t Wounded, 
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Return of Casualties in the Onion forces, §c.—Continued. 


4, 
Billed. | Wounded. | Captured or 

$ 

Command. Z E 3 ' » 

9g A 2 A 3 | 80 

ES| 2 8 © ES o 9) 

fo) a fo) A ro) a 4 

HORSE ARTILLERY. 
Capt. LA RHET?Y L. LIVINGSTON. 
ist United States, Batteries K and L........-..-- lose seal eassce Alecsocd Bieoeaneliounsces 5 
oa United States; Batteries B and Ib 5-2... - oe). ae eee cel nie 10 Je----- |--22-2-- 10 
otal HorsesArtilleny see = -2- 2-80. oLete eee eee eee Ssjgl seete pe ae 15 
Motel Cavalnyec seer reer er nate ote 7 61| 29|~ 275'| 6) 73 451 
RECAPITULATION. 
SUSAN YA COL Sie eters ste laleleisiate = crave ete oes aie tareiaees 18 193°} 111 | Esogimirccons 46 1, 699 
Nineteenth Army Corps © <2 seca nieicie-iow onl 22 292 | 104] 1,450 7 199 2, 074 
INGINAT ACOH Wig St eee bame sseeesraooseaSe on 6 98 34 649") Ss ue 794 
CaValtyinesas ac emanate cite os = oe /eeeinelecter as i) 2 | 61 29 275 6 73 | 451 
Grand iotals crs sce rtas << aaeln stats ess | xe 


= 


OFFICERS KILLED OR MORTALLY WOUNDED. 
CONNECTICUT. 


Maj. James Q. Ri¢e, 2d Heavy Artillery. | Lieut. William H. Cogswell, 2d Heavy 
Capt. Frederick M. Berry, 2d Heavy Ar- | Artillery. 

tillery. | Lieut. Col. Frank H. Peck, 12th Infantry. 
Lieut. Franklin J. Candee, 2d Heavy Ar- | Lieut. William S. Bulkley, 12th Infantry. 


tillery. _ | Lieut. George W. Steadman, 12th Infan- 
aie James P. McCabe, 2d Heavy Artil- try. 
ery. | 
as hee Horace Hubbard, 2d Heavy Artil- | 
ery. 


INDIANA. 
Lieut. William 8. Mallen, 11th Infantry. | Capt. Silas A, Wadsworth, 18th Infantry. 
IOWA. 


Capt. David J. Davis, 22d Infantry. Lieut. Sylvester 8. Dillman, 24th Infan- 


Capt. Benjamin D. Parks, 22d Infantry. | try. 

Lieut. James A. Boarts, 22d Infantry. Capt. John E. Palmer, 28th Infantry. 

Capt. Joseph R. Gould, 24th Infantry. | Capt. Scott Houseworth, 28th Infantry. 
MAINE. 


Lieut. Benjamin F. Bicknell, 7th Intan- | Lieut. William Jackman, 14th Infantry. 
é fae Se csi kute aut, ane Sew Ajalon Godwin, 14th Infantry. 
apt. Daniel M. Phillips, nfantry. | Maj, William Knowlton, 29th Infantry. 
ee Samuel F, Thompson, 12th Infan- | Z , ato 
ry. 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, §:c.—Continued. 


MARYLAND. 
Lieut. William H. Burns, 6th Infantry. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Lieut. Jasper F. Glidden, 3d Cavalry. 
Licut. John F. Poole, 3d Cavalry. 

Maj. Eusebius S. Clark, 26th Infantry. 
Capt. Enos W, Thayer, 26th Infantry. 


Lieut. John P. Haley, 30th Infantry. 

Capt. George W. Thompson, 34th Infan- 
try. 

Lieut. Charles 8. Bardwell, 37th Infantry. 


MICHIGAN, 


Maj. Melvin Brewer, 1st Cavalry. 
Lieut. Albert T. Jackson, Ist Cavalry. 


| Capt. William O. North, 5th Cavalry. 


NEW HAMPSIIRE. 


Col. Alexander Gardiner, 14th Infantry. 
Capt. Willianr H. Chaffin, 14th Infantry. 
Capt. William A. Fosgate, 14th Infantry. 
Lieut. Henry 8. Paul, 14th Infantry. 


Lieut. Jesse A. Fisk, 14th Infantry. 
Lieut. George H. Stone, 14th Infantry. 
Lieut. Artemas B. Colburn, 14th Infantry. 
Lieut. Moulton 8, Webster, 14th Infantry. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Maj. Peter Vredenburgh, jr., 14th Infantry. 


Lieut. Theodore J. Green, 14th Infantry. 


NEW YORK. 


Capt. Raymond L. Wright, 6th Cavalry. 

Capt. Conway W. Ayres, 9th Cavalry. 

Capt. Alexander K. Thorp, 19th Cavalry 
(1st Dragoons). 

Lieut. William H. Johnson, 1st Battery. 

Lieut. John B. Carter, 48d Infantry. 


Lieut. Col. Willoughby Babcock, 75th | 


Infantry. 


Lieut. Edward E. Breed, 114th Infantry. 
Lieut. John V. Sims, 122d Infantry. 
Capt. Jacob C. Klock, 153d Infantry. 
Lieut. Herman Smith, 159th Infantry. 
Capt. Sir N.,Dexter, 160th Infantry. 
Lieut, B, Frank Maxson, 160th Infantry. 


OHIO. 


Lieut. James M. Lough, 2d Cavalry. 
Lieut. Asa B. Carter, 34th Infantry. 


| Lieut. Col. Aaron W. Ebright, 126th In- 


fantry. 


Capt. Alexander Trimble, 110th Infantry. | Capt. Thomas J. Hyatt, 126th Infantry. 


Lieut. Joshua 8, Deeter, 110th Infantry. | 


Lieut, Rufus Ricksecker, 126th Infantry. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Capt. Ashbell F. Duncan, 14th Cavalry. 


| Lieut. John Heppler, 98th Infantry. 
Lieut. Joseph W. Wallace, 49th Infantry. | 


U. S. ARMY. 


Capt. James F. MceQuesten, 2d Cavalry. 
Lieut, Richard Fitzgerald, 5th Cavalry. 


Lieut. John Trevor, 5th Cavalry. 


U. S. VOLUNTEERS. 


Brig. Gen. David A. Russell. 


VERMONT. 


Capt. Charles Buxton, 1st Heavy Artil- | 


lery. 


Lieut. Dennis Duhigg, lst Heavy Artil- | 


lery. 
Lieut. Ransom W. Towle, 4th Infantry. 


Maj. Edwin Dillingham, 10th Infantry. 
Lieut. Daniel G. Hill, 10th Infartry. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


Lieut. Sylvester W. Donley, Ist Cavalry. 

Capt. James M. Ewing, 10th Infantry. 

Lieut. Charles B. McCollum, 10th In- 
fantry. 


Lieut. Charles W. Kirby, 11th Infantry. 
Capt. Greenbury Slack, 13th Infantry. 
Lieut, Lovel C, Rayburn, 13th Infantry. 
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No. 5. 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. 
Philip H. Sheridan, U. S. Army, at Fisher's Hill, Va., September 


21-22, 
[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, &c.] 
> | 
Killed. Wounded. meee 
® 
& 
Command. A aS a So 
St oR a Bl ool 
a 2 fey boon Sole 
is) A io) a ) a 4 
aw sa | 
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. | 
ESCORT. 
6th US a Cavalleys jo. ssi Vo 3505s ISSEE BE pS IEE nese SS Stale Sate | Ae bain eh aisiaices l= a ite cstnet 
SIXTH ARMY CORPS. | | 
Maj. Gen. HorRaTIO G. WRIGHT. ' | 
ESCORT. | 
1st Michigan Cavalry, Compavy G..---.---.------ laa Nils sg be Pll, eS Saale aca 
FIRST DIVISION. | | 
Brig. Gen. FRANK WHEATON. | | 
First Brigade. | | 
Lieut. Col. EDWARD L. CAMPBELL. 
4th New Jersey .... 4 
10th New Jersey -.-- 2 
JODREN O Wid CLNCY, sex 6x4 eeicteme cose spain iteasiaam 8 
Total WirstPri gader aces siacietastsm ceeisee steel a= x <e 2 4 i fal ae 5 14 
Second Brigade. 
Col. JOSEPH E. HAMBLIN. f 
| 
2d Connecticut Heavy Artillery.......--.-..-.|...+-- | i a ee {Sole ccalemascame 20 
Gbtn ENG We VOLK. 5 2co 404 weenie ces 1 
12st New VOrk’s. scot se eet eee 5 
95th and 96th Pennsylvania 2 
Total Second: Brigade. 222.02. o.cccsccee ca 28 
Total Wires Diviskon..f4-...2<seecesoteeel ad E leak \ retercee 4 1 meas & 
SECOND DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. GETTY. 
First Brigade. 
Col. JAMES M. WARNER. 
62d" New: Work. Se 5s cee ot kaacais cere tawelsis esis Bi iicwrenielay stetatavareters 8 
93d Pennsylvania ....... 4 ee eel Soges $5.5 13 
98th Pennsylvania ... 4 aatarsielo ne cee 4 
102d Pennsylvania ... 2 Me dooce 1 17 
139th Pennsylvania ......... 4 Pal iSeGmcoleacacacisd 26 
Total First Brigadew......-..0:.. 0). lo. 21 7 pheno 1{ i898 
Second Brigade. 
Col. GEORGE P. Foster. 
SAIPVETMONG he c.1a1a sic acaaivealeenecueeca cease Renoner sac weseeaceloec rics 33) esiareprellatatete tarats 3) 
Bd VeOrmons «2 sicisiec.c. 6 « kisje,stejac xin nin © JARO OE Nee |e oF | a 3 
Athy Vermont 2 ier sissies cio spit delete eiare om eee Se erect Stam a erate eee | | 
SthiNermontit{ :..v gia..W. snkectst ftoick sc aoe eee Ae: ee eT owe igeeineesl kas j 
Sth Vermont i92). sdons (Bs a5 cand seceeeEk see ees (thao ot neem al ee oe Pe eee ncaa |e eee 
1ith Vermont,(ist Heavy Artillery). csp tent ore". cach} < cepa |i lal. mueme on meen a eereneen 3 
Total Second Brigade Fen 0 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, §:c.—Continued. 


missing. 
Command. 5 ¥ é E 
nm 

zg] 3 gg eg] 4 

oO q Oo 

is) P= ro) =I i) 4 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Se 


1 


Captured or 


Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. DANIEL D. BIDWELL. 


TGR MERINO nee hci neta on pestscanaudeassa 
43d New Vorki(batialion) <. 6. ...<c.nccce serene 
49th New York (battalion) ...................... 
Wht Re RS ee See SS ee eee One 

PRM NOW MORK: <2 aenc cco ds how =s 
6lst Pennsylvania (battalion)...... 


Total Third Brigade .......... 
Total Second Division.-.......... Shee nor 


THIRD DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES B. RICKETTS. 
First Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM EMERSON. 
14th) NOW Jersey -—- 2502-2 - 2 dann nen caae 
a06th Now York 25222. 2e2Ghted. - 2 << csesse0csce0-- 
PENG) INOW? OTE nos sot on cence ere ee ss iy: 
Sith Pennsylvania 22 so --~ 2.2.2: SowewsBous 
ALESIS TT Se oa ae ee SP see ao nee 
Total First Brigade ........... BeAr ee cena 


Second Brigade. 


Col. J. WARREN KEIFER. 


126th Ohio........-. 
67th Pennsylvania 
138th Pennsylvania 
Total Second Brigade ..........-.---------- 
Total Third Division. -.- ~~ <-csereccrsencee 
ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 
Col. CHARLES H. TOMPKINS. 


Maine Light, 5th Battery (E) .....-.--.....--- fiaie 
Massachusetts Light, Ist Battery (A) 
New York Light, 1st Battery ..-.......---------- 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery C ....-.-----.--- 


1st Rhode Island Light, Battery G ....----------- | 
Total Artillery Brigade..........---.------ | 


Total Sixth Army Corps.......----+-+-+++> 


NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS. 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. WILLIAM H. Emory. 
FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DwiGHrT. 
First Brigade. 


Col. GEORGE L. BEAL. 
PO MEMNNG ec aciecreahecces ae Pees secancaaevnes 
30th Massachusetts 
T1i4th New York < bustiacsle. 2c. 0302 
IGEN OW: MORK sa cics.< pee iy Xcrisiee 
S3ao ING wi WOrK SS eee Oe oc cis cet ck scasca see 


Total First Brigade............-..+-.0200:- 


Aggregate. 


Owe et oo 


10 

3 

5 

32 

7 

4 

ee 8 1 ie oe 1 61 
deste 10| 3 a ee 1 81 
} 4 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, §c.—Continued. 
Killed. Wounded. re ae 
ss = gee 
Command. & cs a & 
=) H md o 
er te Be ieee ee wa Ep 
® } q © op 
2 i ker sn 
Second Brigade. | 
Brig. Gen. JAMES W. McMILLAN. 
12th Connecticut. .... 6.2... 00.6222. - seco seeeseee 
160th New York* ........ 
47th Pennsylvania 
StH) Vermont rie easess lee cscs ccee tien = ars 
Fotal: Second Brigade a... 22% Scig reece etfedes--|s-ecen<- 1 ay eae eae eae aS 6 
Artillery. 
iNew Works Light bth Battery a2. ssc cc ata =o | ees o> ee teenies einen je Sees Rae e se il 
Lotal Hirst Division. so-so... «=p <n me eee lect 4 2 Mi eemeele es ae 


SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. CUVIER GROVER. 
First Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. HENRY W. BIRGE. 

Sth Connecticut: .2605 tee ce samen sece chs ole seneas 
12th Maine 
14th Maine 
26th Massachusetts . - - - 
14th New Hampshire -- 
75th New York 


Total First Brigade 


Second Brigade. 


Col. Epwarp L. MoOLInEux. 


1SthuConnecti cuits ace ce euses gate sas aaereintseease | 


11th Indiana 
Ped LOW anctawiceves's oa oes ee eee eee ERE RE 
3d Massachusetts Cavalry (dismounted) 
131st New York 
159th New York 


Total Second Brigade 


Third Brigade. 
Col. DANIEL MACAULEY. 


38th Massachusetts 
128th New York 
166th Newiay orkesiiee~ cae enet tewen cements 
175th New York (three companies) 
LTStHEN GC Wie MONK azsscu chines ctoniracleistore eno SER TIe 


Total Third Brigade 


Fourth Brigade. 


Col. David SHUNK. 


8th Indiana 
18th Indiana 
24th Iowa 
28th lowa 


33 


Ware 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, §c.—Continued. 


Killed. Wounded. - Pectin he: 
Command. ; Z F 4 & 
3 rs) a fo) a fo) a 4 
Artillery. 
ME ARO Ett ISG EA GEOBYICA) ciciecmmcn ae ane ons best osa be~|ec ace... See etc oe Meee ees. 
Total Second Division.-..-.-..............-. kaa) r ll 3 BE lee 13 81 
RESERVE ARTILLERY. a es ee ¥ vey 
Capt. Euan D. Tarr. | 
indiana Light, 17th Battery... ..<---<-<-00ce.encjeseces Mois Saat alate ene ees valet gree 
St tchode teland Light, Battery Dos. 0k. HI PO RISTO sa Ses re 
Total Nineteenth Army Corps .-.........--- ce aerly O15 5 eBiy| araces 13 114 


ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. GEORGE CROOK. 


FIRST DIVISION. 
Col. Jos—EPH THOBURN. 
First Brigade. 

Col. GEORGE D. WELLS. 


DiI ME ARNAGRURGLES Saco ea aac a= poo oo aeaseslaisbine es 18 
5th New York Heavy Artillery, 2d Battalion... 4 
LURE ee Se BRS ae aes See ae ee a 9 
LESSING) TT Gee aS eS a eee eee ee eee 7 
Total First Brigade ..-..... 5S ei cngaeiys 38 
Third Brigade. 

Col. THomAs M. HarRis. 
23d Illinois (battalion) fous Lays 9 
54th Pennsylvania ........--- 2 5 s 3 x 7 
10th West Virginia .....-..---.---- , 10 
ith West Virginia ...<-......-.... Se A 10 
BOG WOR OV EL PIE At oor iste neo amule Snemen erine aa 3 i 5 
Total Vhirdse risa 026s tees oo ancl oa asl er epiecee 2 BS4| ares ae Bal ae a 
Total First Division ..............00+ spiel a eae italfame ee Toi eee it 79 


SECOND DIVISION. 
Col. RUTHERFORD B. Hayzs. 
First Brigade. 


Col. HirAM F. DEVOL. 


Id Whom serena c arse eee eee oes eae scene dames 

Deen OIG Re. oo in ee Pesce ees os 3 

5th West Virginia (battalion) : 
ASth. W Ost, Virginia <2 5 200 s:< ct stetepeel saints Sing ata 
Total Bivst Brigade coc cc cat ene srcr sine n a= 


Second Brigade. 


Lieut. Col. BENJAMIN F. COATES. 


34th Ohio (battalion) z ae ! | 11 
Distr Ohiowenss2s\--2- 25 |. - 1 16 
9th West Virginia --- #03 : 3 
HAGA AVOST AVAL SIDI wise cie see ns ci-vieiseeeee lez 14 
Total Second Brigade i 54 

83 


Total Second Division 
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Returh of Casualties in the Union forces, §c.—Continued. 


> —— SS 


. : Captured or 
Killed. Wounded. missing. 
22ers g 
Command. a a ar 5 
S ; 3 ; B ; g 
ats te! # ladee Ves 
fo) a ro) | ro) a 4 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 


Capt. Henry A. Du Pont. 


1st Ohio Light, Battery L ..........------------- 
1st Sara hina Light, Battery D.. 
5th United States, Battery B...........-....-.--- 


Total Army of West Virginia.......-.....- 


CAVALRY. 
SECOND DIVISION. * | 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. WILLIAM W. AVERELL. 


First Brigade. 


Col. JAMES M. SOCHOONMAKER. 


8th Ohio (detachment)! Garsawesh xcs edee ie aialeieses cic fe one ace | oisteinerajerel[ aerate eee erate hall artes OMA net aawrsiae siscieeiets 
Mth Pennsylvania <<... sence sens osodse ee eee eben viaeeeu| ees te aeee 1 |----..]-------- 1 
22d.~ Pennsylvanian eaaesss <elop eines nies staal Lopate | Reracion besos hy gee a sreie ci =e 1 

Total First Brigade ....... PSE API Ee (ee Soe) eee. pees: oie Aes S- 2 


Second Brigade. 
Col. HENRY CAPEHART. | 


Ist New York ...... 
1st West Virginia 
2d West Virginia 
3d West Virginia - 


Total'Secoud, Brigades... s.--cecos se eeeben ae Ee S| eS Se Q esas. 1 12 
ica ot —— me ——— | 
Artillery. | | | 
5th United States, Battery L............002...-0. Eee tec neeincelae ce] LGceme Law. Aibecaat 2 dle Wend 
) 


Lotal'Second Division .<seess. te eee eee eee Vb whan Daifeiejans 11 | east. 1 14 


RECAPITULATION. 


4 3 
Sixth Anmy-Gorpsrss-eaecso nea cpar cee en eee se ee OTe 18 190 | skeet 3 238 
Nineteenth Army Corps | eye see U5) > oa halmaiad 13 114 
Army of West Virginia ane wt TH 10 142) les sae 2 162 
Cavalry: cccecinuc-tiss cates cote ren cme ceenectne loaeu ste 2 ee oe erste 1 14 
| — —__ 

Grand totalrer. tas ae nee ecb cl 


“From Department of West Virginia. 


Officers killed or mortally wounded.—Capt. Samuel Parker, 106th New York; Capt. 


Jacob Brower, 93d Pennsylvania; Lieuts. William P. Greene and Robert N. H 
‘14th West Virginia. ba 
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No. 6. 


Organization of the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. Philip H. 
Sheridan, U. 8S. Army, at the battle of Cedar Creek, Va., October 19. 


ARMY OF THE SHENANDOAH. 


Maj. Gen. Horatio G. WrRIGHT.* 


ESCORT. 


17th Pennsylvania Cavalry (detachment), Maj. Weidner H. Spera. 
6th U. 8. Cavalry, Capt. Ira W. Claflin. 


SIXTH ARMY CORPS. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES B. RICKETTs. 
Brig. Gen, GEORGE W. GETTY. 
Maj. Gen, HoRATIO G. WRIGHT. 


ESCORT, 


1st Michigan Cavalry, Company G, Lieut. William H. Wheeler. 


FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. FRANK WHEATON. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Col. WILLIAM H. PENROSE. Col. Joseru E. HaMBLIn. 


Lieut. Col. EDwarpD L. CAMPBELL. Col. RANALD §, MACKENZIE, 
Capt. BALDWIN HUFTY. Lieut, Col, EGBERT OLCOTT. 
4th New Jersey, Capt. Baldwin Hufty. 2d Connecticut Heavy Artillery: 
10th New Jersey: Col. Ranald §. Mackenzie. 
Maj. Lambert Boeman. Maj. Edward W. Jones. 
Capt. Charles D. Claypool. | 65th New York: 
15th New Jersey: . Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Higin- 
Lieut.Col. Edward L. Campbell. botham. — 
Capt. James W, Penrose. Capt. Henry C. Fisk. 


121st New York: 
Lieut. Col. Egbert Olcott. 
Capt. Daniel D. Jackson. 


| 95th Pennsylvania : 
| 96th Pennsylvania, } Capt. John Harper. 


Third Brigade.t 


Col, OLIVER EDWARDS. 


37th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. George L. Montague, 
49th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Baynton J. Hickman. 
82d Pennsylvania, Col. Isaac C. Bassett. 
119th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Gideon Clark. 
2d Rhode Island (battalion), Capt. Elisha H. Rhodes. 
5th Wisconsin (battalion), Maj. Charles W. Kempf. 
17th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Maj. Coe Durland. 


* Commanded during General Sheridan’s temporary absence in the early part of 
the battle. 
+At Winchester, Va., and not engaged in the battle. 
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(CHap, LV. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. GETTY. 
Brig. Gen. Lewis A. GRANT. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE W, GETTY. 


First Brigade. 
Col. JaMES M. WARNER. 


62d New York, Lieut. Col. Theodore B. 
Hamilton. 
93d Pennsylvania, 
Keller. 
98th Pennsylvania: 
Lieut. Col. John B. Kohler. 
Capt. Gottfried Bauer. 
102d Pennsylvania: 
Maj. James H. Coleman. 
Capt. James Patchell. 
139th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col, John G. 
Parr. 


Capt. David C. 


Second Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. LEwis A. GRANT. 
Lieut. Col. Amasa S, TRAcY. 
Brig. Gen. Lewis A. GRANT. 


2a Vermont: 
Lieut. Col. Amasa S. Tracy. 
Capt. Elijah Wales. 
Lieut. Col. Amasa S. Tracy. 
3d Vermont (battalion), Maj. Horace 
W. Floyd. 
4th Vermont: 
Maj. Horace W. Floyd. 
Col. George P. Foster.* 
5th Vermont, Maj. Enoch E. Johnson. 
6th Vermont (battalion): 
Capt. Edwin R. Kinney. 
Capt. William J. Sperry. 
llth Vermont (1st Heavy Artillery), 
Lieut. Col. Charles Hunsdon. 


Third Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. DANIEL D. BIDWELL. 
Lieut. Col. Winsor B. FRENCH. 


1st Maine (Veteran), Maj. Stephen C. Fletcher. 

43d New York (battalion), Maj. Charles A. Milliken. 
49th New York (battalion), Lieut. Col. Erastus D. Holt. 
77th New York, Lieut. Col. Winsor B. French. 


122d New York: 


Lieut. Col. Augustus W. Dwight. 
Maj. Jabez M. Brower. 
61st Pennsylvania (battalion), Capt. David J. Taylor. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Col. J. WARREN KEIFER. 


First Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM EMERSON. 


14th New Jersey, Capt. Jacob J. Jane- 
way. 
106th New York: 
Capt. Alvah W. Briggs. 
Capt. Peter Robertson. 
151st New York: 
Capt. Browning N. Wiles. 
Capt. Hiram A. Kimball. 
184th New York (battalion), Maj. Will- 
iam D. Ferguson. 
87th Pennsylvania (battalion) : 
Capt. Edgar M. Ruhl. 
Capt. John A. Salsbury. 
10th Vermont: 
Col. William W. Henry. 
Capt. Henry H. Dewey. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM H. BALL. 


6th Maryland, Maj. Joseph C. Hill. 
9th New York Heavy Artillery, Maj. 
James W. Snyder. 
110th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Otho H. Binkley. 
122d Ohio, Lieut. Col. Moses M. Granger. 
126th Ohio: 
Maj. George W. Voorhes. 
Capt. George W. Hoge. 
67th Pennsylvania, Lieut.. John F. 
Young. 
138th Pennsylvania, Maj. Lewis A. May. 


” Corps officer of the day at the beginning of the battle; later rejoined brigade 


and commanded the left of its line. 
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ARTILLERY BRIGADE, 


Col. CHARLES H. TOMPKINS. 


Maine Light, 5th Battery (E), Capt. Greenleaf T. Stevens. 
New York Light, Ist Battery, Lieut. Orsamus R. Van Etten. 
ist Rhode Island Light, Battery C, Lieut. Jacob H. Lamb. 
ist Rhode Island Light, Battery G, Capt. George W. Adams. 
5th United States, Battery M, Capt. James McKnight. 


NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. Wi1LL1am H. Emory. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES W. McMILLAN, 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DWIGHT. 


First Brigade.. 
Col. EDWIN P. Davis. 


: Maj. George H. Nye. 
auth Maine, Catt Alfred L. Turner. 
30th Massachusetts, Capt. Samuel D. Shipley. 
= § Lieut. Col. Nelson Shaurman. 
ieee ? Capt. Honore De La Paturelle. 
114th New York, Lieut. Col. Henry B. Morse. 
116th New York, Col. George M. Love. 
( Lieut. Col. Alexander Strain. 
aed aN w Hore, (Capt. George H. McLaughlin. 


Second Brigade. 


Col. STEPHEN THOMAS. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES W. McMILLAN. 


12th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. George N. Lewis. 
160th New York, Capt. Henry P. Underhill. 
47th Pennsylvania, Maj. J. P. Shindel Gobin. 
§ Maj. John B. Mead. 
8th Vermont, < Capt. Moses McFarland. 
Col. Stephen Thomas. 


Third Brigade.* 
Col. LEONARD D. H. CURRIE. 


30th Maine, Col. Thomas H. Hubbard. 
133d New York, Maj. Anthony J. Allaire. 
162d New York, Col. Justus W. Blanchard. 
165th New York (six companies), Lieut. Co]. Gouverneur Carr. 
173d New York, Maj. George W. Rogers. 


Artillery. 


New York Light, 5th Battery, Capt. Elijah D. Taft. 


* Guarding wagon trains, and not engaged in the battle. 
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SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. CUVIER GROVER. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY W. BIRGE. 


First Brigade. Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY W. BIRGE. Col. DANIEL MACAULEY, 
Col. THomas W. PORTER. Lieut. Col. ALFRED NEAFIE. 
9th Connecticut (battalion), Capt. John | 38th Massachusetts, Maj. Charles F. 
G. Healy. Allen. 
12th Maine, Lieut. Col. Edwin Ilsley. 128th New York, Capt. Charles R. Ander- 
14th Maine: son. 
Col. Thomas W. Porter. 156th New York: 
Capt. John K, Laing. Lieut. Col. Alfred Neafie. 
26th Massachusetts (battalion), Lieut. Capt. Alfred Cooley. 
John 8. Cooke. 175th New York (battalion), Capt.Charles 
14th New Hampshire: McCarthey. 
Capt. Theodore A. Ripley. 176th New York, Maj. Charles Lewis. 


Capt. Oliver H. Marston. 
75th New York, Maj. Benjamin F. Thur- 
ber. 


Second Brigade. Fourth Brigade. 
Col. E>warp L. MOLINEUx. Col. Davip SHUNK. 


13th Connecticut, Col. Charles D. Blinn. | 8th Indiana: 
11th Indiana, Lieut. Col. William W. Lieut. Col. Alexander J..Kenny. 
Darnall. Maj. John R. Polk. 
22d Iowa, Col. Harvey Graham. 18th Indiana, Lieut. Col. William S. 
3d Massachusetts Cavalry (dis- Charles. 
mounted), Col. Lorenzo D. Sar- | 24th Iowa: 
gent. Lieut. Col. John Q. Wilds. 
131st New York, Col. Nicholas W. Day. Capt. Leander Clark. 
159th New York, Lieut. Col. William Maj. Edward Wright. 
Waltermire. ‘| 28th Iowa: 
Lieut. Col. Bartholomew W. 
Wilson. 
Maj. John Meyer. 


Artillery. 


Maine Light, 1st Battery (A): 
Lieut. Eben D. Haley. 
Lieut. John 8S. Snow. 


RESERVE ARTILLERY. 
Maj. ALBERT W. BRADBURY. 
Indiana Light, 17th Battery, Lieut. Hezekiah Hinkson. 
Ist Rhode Island Light, Battery D, Lieut. Frederick Chase. 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. GrorGE Crook. 
FIRST DIVISION. 
Col. JoSEPH THOBURN. 
Col. THoMAsS M. Harris. 
First Brigade. | Second Brigade.* 
Lieut. Col. THomas F, WILDEs. Col. WILLIAM B. CuRTIs. 


34th Massachusetts, Capt. Andrew Pot- | 1st West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Jacov 
ter. Weddle. 
Sth New York Heavy Artillery, 24 4th West Virginia, Capt. Benjamin D. 
eee, Capt. Frederick C, Boswell. 
Vilkie. 12th West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Robert 
116th Ohio: 8. Northcott. 
Capt. Wilbert B. Teters. 
Capt. John Hull. 
123d Ohio, Maj. Horace Kellogg. 


i 


“At Winchester, Va., and not engaged in the battle. 
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Third Brigade. 


Col. THomMas M. Harris. 
Col. MILTON WELLS. 


23d Illinois (battalion),* Capt. Samuel A. Simison. 
54th Pennsylvania, Capt. John Suter. 
10th West Virginia: 
Lieut. Col. Moses 8. Hall. 
Maj. Henry H. Withers. 
1ith West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Van H. Bukey, 
15th West Virginia: 
Col. Milton Wells. 
Maj. John W. Holliday. 


SECOND DIVISION. 
Col. RUTHERFORD B. Hays, 
First Brigade. 


Col. H1ram F. DEVOL. 


23d Ohio, Lieut. Col. James M. Comly. 
36th Ohio, Lieut. Col. William H. G. Adney. 


5th West Virginia (battalion), Lieut. Col. William H. Mnochs. 


2 We oe 


Second Brigade. 
Lieut. Col. BENJAMIN F, COATES. 
34th Ohio (battalion), Lieut. Col, Luther Furney. 
91st Ohio, Maj. Lemuel Z. Cadot. 
9th West Virginia, Capt. John 8. P. Carroll. 
14th West Virginia, Maj. Shriver Moore. 
ARTILLERY BRIGADE, 


Capt. Henry A. Du Pont. 


1st Ohio Light, Battery L, Capt. Frank C. Gibbs. 


1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery D, Lieut. William Munk, 
5th United States, Battery B: 


Lieut. Henry F. Brewerton. 
Lieut. Charles Holman. 


PROVISIONAL DIVISION. + 
Col. J. HOWARD KITCHING. 
CAVALRY. 
Bvt. Maj.Gen. ALFRED T, A. TORBERT. 
ESCORT. 


ist Rhode Island, Maj. William H. Turner, jr. 


* At Winchester, Va., and not engaged in the battle. ‘ 


+ Corps officer of the day. 


tOnly a small detachment from the First Brigade, and the 6th New York Heavy 


Artillery, from the Second Brigade, engaged in the battle, 
9 RB R—YVOL XLII, PT I 
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FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. WESLEY MERRITT. 


First Brigade. 
Col. JamES H. Kipp. j 


Ist Michigan, Capt. Andrew W. Duggan. 

5th Michigan, Maj. Smith H. Hastings. 

6th Michigan, Maj. Charles W. Deane. 

7th Michigan, Maj. Daniel H. Darling. 

New York Light Artillery, 6th Battery, 
Capt. Joseph W. Martin. 


Second Brigade. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. THOMAS C. DEVIN. 


4th New York,* Maj. Edward Schwartz. 
6th New York, Capt. George E. Farmer. 
9th New York, Col. George 8. Nichols. 


19th New York (1st Dragoons), Col. Al- 


fred Gibbs. 
1st U.'S. Artillery, Batteries K and L, 
Lieut. Franck E. Taylor. 


Reserve Brigade. 


Col. CHARLES R. LOWELL, Jr. 
Lieut. Col. CASPER CROWNINSHIELD. 


2d Massachusetts: 


Lieut. Col. Casper Crowninshield. 
Capt. Archibald McKendry. 
ist United States, Capt. Eugene M. Baker. 
2d United States, Capt. Robert 8. Smith. 
5th United States, Lient. Gustavus Urban. 


SECOND DIVISION.+ 


Col. WittrAmM H. POWELL. 


First Brigade. 
Col. ALPHEus S. Moore. 


8th Ohio (detachment). 
14th Pennsylvania, Maj. Thomas Gibson. 
22d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Andrew J. 
Greenfield. 


Second Brigade. 


Col. HENRY CAPEHART. 


| Ist New York, Maj. Timothy Quinn. 


Ist West Virginia, Maj. Harvey Farabee. 

2d West Virginia, Lieut. Col. John J. 
Hoffman. 

3d West Virginia, Lieut. Col. John L. 
McGee. 


Artillery. 


5th United States, Battery L, Lieut. Gulian V. Weir. 


THIRD DIVISION, 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE A. CUSTER. 


First Brigade. 


Col. ALEXANDER C, M. PENNINGTON. 


Ist Connecticut, Capt. Edwin W. 
French. 

3d New Jersey, Lieut. Col. Charles C. 
Suydam. 


2d New York, Capt. Andrew S. Glover. 

5th New York, Maj. Theodore A. Boice- 

2d Ohio, Lieut. Col. George A. Puring- 
ton. 

18th Pennsylvania, Maj. John W. Phil- 

lips. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM WELLS. 


3d Indiana (two companies), Lieut. 
Benjamin F,. Gilbert. 

1st New Hampshire (battalion), Col. 
John lL. Thompson. 

8th New York, Lieut. Col. William H. 
Benjamin. 

22d New York, Maj. Charles C. Brown. 

Ist Vermont, Lieut. Col. John W. Ben- 
nett. 


HORSE ARTILLERY. 


2d United States, Batteries B and L, Capt. Charles H. Peirce. 
3d United States, Batteries C, F, and K, Capt. Dunbar R. Ransom. 


* Detailed for duty at General Sheridan’s headquarters. 
t From Department of West Virginia. 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen. 
Philip H. Sheridan, U.S. Army, at Cedar Creek, Va., October 19. 


[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, &c. 


Killed. | Wounded. | Captured or 
missing. 
® 
Command. : 5 Wee: S 
z D Dn oh 
it ia o 
o o tol i) 
1: A SI) a iS a < 
af | | 
SIXTH ARMY CORPS. | | 
Brig. Gen. JAMES B, RICKETTS.* 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. GETTY. 
Maj. Gen. Horatio G. WRIGHT.f 
FS eS oe oe ee a | ee rr BU os. arte een lesa ae 2 
FIRST DIVISION. Sa 
Brig. Gen. FRANK WHEATON. 
First Brigade. | 
Col. WILLIAM H. PENROSE.* 
Lieut. Col. Epwarp L. CAMPBELL.* 
Capt. BALDWIN HUvFTY. 
“ee Per eieae ee ner ena aC a eae } 1 
4th New Jersey --.-----2---- 34 
Mth Wew Sersey —-=---2-2--—- 45 
apie GWAR CUSCY 21... 5.8 RA 2/5 ns cede 85 
MotabBirst Bricade: 2<<.22s-ssensesareec cs 1 160s 20 119; eee 19 165 
Second Brigade. a 
Col. JOSEPH E. HAMBLIN.* } | 
Col. RANALD S. MACKENZIE.* | 
Lieut. Col. EGBERT OLCOTT. 
RG AEE, a a peas aa ee ee a am oe reat a wai Deane aiaiale ie \omcbeeles eee a deseo: cs Apes eee 2 a 
2d Connecticut Heavy Artillery..........-.--- 20 7 100 2 | 60 190 
moth New Werk = 20.0 2b 300-2 <2 sete cere oo cn oo ee 11 2 2 1 3 90 
Heist New Mork .2-i-..-22-- ee eee ana ee Eee 9 4 5 57 
95th Pennsylvania --.-..-----.- “Ht Suleeere 4 # 
96th Pennsylvania | at 3 5 2 
Total Second Brigatlets>: 2-5 -.-4;Ss---<-20- | 3 49 17 255 3 77 404 
is - = — ssl 
Total First Divisions. 9-. 202 --2... 2-5. 4 65 | 374 3 96 569 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. GETTY. 
Brig. Gen. Lewis A. GRANT. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. GETTY. 


First Brigade. 
Col. JAMES M. WARNER. 


SUATIBS A fs SROMEE pc enee ceo eet. eee eA Ie 
G20 New Work e22-2-272care-ce-- =e 
$8d Peunsylvanias---:+=------2----- 

O8th Pennsylvania ..:...02.-..5.-2625 

102d) Pennsylvania.cc-. 2c 22-2 =-=e= == 


139th) Pennsylvania:. <..------20--- 0-223 s see = 22 


Total First Brigade 


* Wounded. 
t See foot-note, p. 125, 
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Killed. 


Wounded. | Captured or 


| | missing. 
2 = ee: g 
Command, Z Z | 3 bp 
o ov ¥ 6) 
rs) a ‘s) a (Sal Weics < 
Second Brigade. | | | 
Brig. Gen. Lewis A. GRANT, | | 
Lieut. Col. AMASA S, TRaAcy. | { 
Brig. Gen. LEwIs A. GRANT. | 
Da. Vermont...c.00 sade wae ts seers haat a ela sce 4 2 | 99) bee 3 38 
3d Vermont (battalion) 2 Bao eerosiee at 40 
Athi Viermonte sen. o-oo =e 7 2) i Pome 53 3 29 
DOM, ViePMONb = sees ete cree nee = ee 2 1 | iO vesseSe 3 22 
6th Vermont (battalion) 5 2 | SOW 4%. -'<6: 11 48 
llth Vermont (lst Heavy Artillery) ..-...--..--.- 1; 12 3 bye 3 228s 20 107 
Total’ Second Brigades. 6- -ccece msi eine 1} 33 12 | hye eee 41 284 
| ——— 
Third Brigade. i | | 
Brig. Gen. Dante, D. BIDWELL.* | | 
Lieut. Col. WINSOR B. FRENCH. 
Staff 2c 8st -c so osc ee eee ee aes 
1st Maine (Veteran) ...-........ 
43d New York (battalion) 
49th New York (battalion) 
deh: New ork<-c.sce secs scekee 
L22GiRNG Wa VOrke sees sesene noe eas 
61st Pennsylvania (battalion) 
Potal’Phird-brigad@s.---seene=scse-ece sees 
: | 
Total Second Division..............06.0600- 10 97| 36| 534; 1] 60] 738 
THIRD DIVISION. ana | 
Col. J. WARREN KEIFER. | | | 
First Brigade. | | 
it 
Col. WILLIAM EMERSON. | | I | 
| i | 
14th New Jersey os 1 28 
16th New, Work 225..2seah)- ssn: 8 Bal 53 
iblst New, V orksg .--sseerc- cones 1 | 13 13 
184th New York (battalion) ........ i Pl aaeee 45 
87th Pennsylvania (battalion) 1! 6 | 2 46 
“0th Vermont :2...ccc4 eens cede ss cece eeaeee 1 | 15 7 | 85 
Totalehirst: Brigadens «seeders saaeeee eee he ae! SB) 14) | 96s ene. 21 270 
Second Brigade. | 7 | | ; 
Col. WILLIAM H. Batu. | I 
| H 
6bh Mary lands c= < cos occu Seeic ee cneeinba ietee alone ee Su 4] 38 | 
9th New York Heavy Artillery ................ 3 | 40 5 LGD MCE Dace ; 208 
ULOGIE ONO nee eeo rcs ae on see are ee Balm ade STAN cell chee 35 
TORU OW ER Aa cangee | 3 4 Eh beagles he 6 | 45 
L26thiOhnownnes sens hal wt 14% lage 5 25 
67th Pennsylvania . . 3. 26 
TS8th' Pennsylvania: seccon sce aeme~ Nees sees eels Cee) a] ed | tg ee : : 
ONMSY LVAD sin sare pole ists me ele = aicie soe sera ehaieie| eee 2 | 4 CORE SEAS AE Sh pee 42 
Total Second Brigadéy...-2 s.s2..0.00--+<-- 4 | 65 | 20 332 2 13 436 
y hs ete \= ——— =| — = pars os 
otal Thirds Divisione: cse bey ees easee seas 8 100 34 528 2 34 706 
ARTILLERY BRIGADE. ; ; 
Col. CHARLES H. TomPkKINs. 
Maine Light, 5th Battery (E) .................... 28 
New York Light, Ist Battery -2..1.2.2):42-2.5, 0. “23 
Ist Rhode Island Light, Battery C............... 10 
Ist Rhode Island Light, Battery G .............. 27 
5th United States, Battery M .................... 23 
Total Artillery Brigade. -eceesdseee eens ee 111 
Total Sixth Army Corps ..... B53600 pistes 2, 126 


* Killed, 


Cap. LV.] THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces, §:e.—Continued. 


133 


Wounded. Captured or 


| 
| 
missing. 
i ov 
Command. : ; OTE S 
n n Dp | op 
i) ia] | oO 
oh ge a Pee. z 
c= 2 @ 2 c| @ a0 
‘s) a <) a ° a 4 
NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS. 
Byt. Maj. Gen. WILLIAM H. Emory. 
| 
UR Ss Se ees ee SiMe eee Pl SESE ee SS A ee 2 
FIRST DIVISION. ‘iz = F - 
{ | 
Brig. Gen. James W. McMILLAN. : | 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM Dwicur. | 
First Brigade. | 
} ! 
Col. EpwIn P. Davis. | | 
| i 
SUL IS PR SU epee BNE Be SE Pe Rane Aer op 1 7 4 127 
30th Massachusetts ..............22--...--- é 1 lt 5 108 
90th New York....- | 2 | 3 3 73 
114th New York. an i) 20 6) 115 
RR ee ee oe 7 4 59 
ttl Nevius Y OF Wis. Se Peas) cee cewe ch oS Tscea ca canes 8 7 81 
otal Bisse Brigade =... 4-5..<<scece0secce ss} 5 66 | 29 | 563 
Second Brigade. | | | 
Col. STEPHEN THOMAS. | 
Brig. Gen. JAMES W. McMILLAN. 
Bab Connceiient 22 e again ncn novo eee 93 172 
160th New York....... 23 | 66 
47th Pennsylvania 28 154 
8th Vermont .........-. 23 106 
Total Second Brigade ....--....-..--------- 4) Blsn20ilue 2264[2.2. |) 67 498 
Total First Division ........-.--.----------,9| 147| 49{ 60/1) 215] 1,061 
pene oe Me i 
SECOND DIVISION. | 
Brig. Gen. CUVIER_GROVER.* | 
Brig. Gen. HENRY W. BiRGE. | 
StsvTesaiemee ah ee ae a jaa dba apaesgthan «neste te d 1 
First Brigade. j a 
| | 
Brig. Gen. HENRY W. BirGe. | | 
Col. THoMAs W. PORTER. | 
9th Connecticut (battalion) 2 2 13 1 Ls 25 
12th Maine 6 3 20 1 50 81 
14th Maine Beier 34 1 42 82 
26th Massachusetts (battalion). - 3 2 | [i Seer 16 29 
14th New Hampshire ----------- = 8 | 3 48 1 17 q7 
FiO IN CW CN GOE Bis oso a oislnce ats.n ome o alnlw om, 6 oahew wisiciwre\aie Rule ta VB i eeciee 33 55 
Total First Brigade.......-....--.--------- 2 26°) Il 141 4 165 349 
Second Brigade. | -¥ | oa] i | i 
Col. EDwarp L. MOLINEUxX. } | | 
BSE @OMNOELICUE icc. cs sxden scene cesar swedecious ade tae g 1 Tee 10 29 
11th Indiana 4 4 Oil egta ys 10 53 
PAG Wisipheroete ieee a= Risiau “lols Paes wield rate are ch piefa' : 1 6 43 2 21 73 
3d Massachusetts Cavalry (dismounted) eneee eee 6 oy 20) |Pear te | 39 76 
HSisteNew Worl qedjccad- cece a cas Sone mores eedhenetes 2 Oh) | aot Beene | 9 | 33 
159th New York...........-------+++-eceeeseee ee leon te Z 1 | 1D aB Sear i 6 | 23 
‘Total Second, Brigade 2-...--.0sss0-- sess: ! 2 | 17 15 156 V2 95 287 


* Wounded, 
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Command. 


Third Brigade. 


Col. DANIEL MACAULEY.* 
Lieut. Col. ALFRED NEAFIE. 


28th Massachusetts -... 
128th New York.. 
156th New York 
Loth New orks (battalion)! -s52-t on. Sascee cee 
LTGENGNG Wa OF Kteatisiee cae ae eae iinelaisisiesieletetesicte 


Total-Ehird Brigade =~ <2. —-- n> «= ses 


Fourth Brigade. 


Col. DAvID SHUNK. 


8th Indiana 
18th Indiana 
24th Iowa 
28th Iowa 


Artillery. ~ 


Maine Light, ist Battery (A) --.-.-.--.---.....-. 
Total Second Division.........- 9 SRE Os ae) 
RESERVE ARTILLERY. 
Maj. ALBERT W. BRADBURY. 


Indiana Light, 17th Battery.........-..--.-...--- 
Ist Rhode Island Hight) Dattery WEee es eeenenes 


MotaltReserverAr tillenye asc eseeeeeee 
Total Nineteenth Army Corps ..........--- 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA. 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. GEORGE CROOK. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Col. JOSEPH THOBURN.+ 
Col. Tuomas M. Harris. 


First Brigade. 
Lieut. Coil. THomas F. WILpEs. 


ddth Massachusettgrsec acme messenye esac Staecee 
5th New York Heavy Artillery, 2d Battalion. 


LIGUIN O Bio. ocasee aise ears me eee ee ee ee a 
1280. ODIO: ..: nassoe eee coe eee mena cee 


/ Captured or 


* Wounded. 
t killed. 


Killed. Wounded. missing. 
. 
5 aay a = 
ed Z | § 2 
oO 5 oO 5 1 os fe nA 
ge) a le) o teas 
rs) A ) ah oy S a 4 
| 
| 
Pee Ts Th eset Ee ae 1 
cea ie Rrra 1 ia eae Sa 54 
5 ites idee? 74 95 
7| 5 Selle we 48 92 
eee. Meee | eT ee «ee 3 
i Siler peg! 31 53 
2 18) |e 7) al 188 298 
a = = : 
| 
| gis Mele Regal anne 21 66 
5| 6 ADH sorts 27 81 
Bil) Tet  85qp he 41 92 
| a os ae 10 90 
3 23| i8| 1a 4 99 | 329 
= = | = 
| | 
| 
1} 2 i eeasos 8 28 
10 86| 57{ 571| 18] 855| 1,292 
| E 
ee fy tl 16 
es epee | 12 
ro Ba 28 
“19| 238 | 109 | 2, 383 
{(-— | , Si ler 
Don ck OR Se Se eae i = 2 l 
LS \ — = i= 
tees hss ollie wilh g p tea Lees ane ne 1 
—aaaeeaas beth eva allie 
| | | 
eds ie, vail ta 
35 43 
305; 309 
16 | 34 
11 | 22 
367, 408 
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Killed. 


Wounded. 


Captured or 


missing. 
Command. = 5 = a g 
rH a q ey 
oe Peele oe | eee 
ce 2 ES| x cs S 80 
rs) e ro) A fo) A 4 
Third Brigade. ‘ 
Col. THomAS M. Harris. 
Col. MiLtoN WELLs. | 
bath Denes Gi wane oe oe ew nigeras neces oy eae | 4 gel 28 35 
10th West Virginia... .......-.-. 1 1 Ty | See 14 35 
ith WestWVirginia .5....:--..--.- 2 1 ASS aeOre 49 77 
uM UMGNTAVARDUDIS oo. Soo ce ccaccceicesdsates<. 5 1 11 1 11 29 
PeOkal Third Brigade . .:--.-..-2-2.2022---- 2 10 3 58 1 102 176 
Total First Division .............222-2..--- 4 Th os ees eee 585 
SECOND DIVISION. a 
Col. RUTHERFORD B. TAyks. 
First Brigade. 
Col. HiraAM F. DEVOL. 
Fi WS OT capi ay sete Ra ioe 5 Se en Te 9 2 | 
gE a eee? eee a Nee wae 
5th West Virginia (battalion) 1 1 
UCU AWC TES Ie aghast: Mame a 9 ea 7 1 
Total First Brigade... «<= -csc--c-esceceens 1 21 4| 
Second Brigade. 
Lieut. Col. BENJAMIN F. COATEs. 
34th Ohio (battalion)... ...- 3 | 9 nf 7 82 
9th West Virginia -. ie DB alae 3 5 19 
HAG WVICB Ds VIRRSUBIA.- teres a ricinm Sia aw nine ons oe = sc 2 24 1 7 35 
Total Second Brigade..........-22+2202222--[o----- 5D eS a Ee eo: 
Petal: Second Di visiOw sc eccetersiainviewianawes 1 24 10 147° 2 ual 221 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE, 


Capt. Henry A. Du Pont. | 


ike Seen Serge eee eee er eee ear ree 
Ist Ohio Light, Battery L---..--..----.<---- ne 
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery D 
bth, Umited States, Battery B22... 1222-2000: -5--=- | 
Total Artillery Brigade.-......-......----- 
Total Army of West Virginia. -....-.....--- | 
PROVISIONAL DIVISION. 
Col. J. Howard KITCHING.* 


Detachment (First Brigade). ---.-.--------- eases 
6th New York Heavy Artillery (Secoud Brigade) | 


Total Provisional Division..........-.-.--- | 


Tie Atle airl) 2530 530,858 
ae = | ei ie 
Beds | 1) Balen 2 9 
de 0 ll sy eae 16 93 
1 il (oul phat (ial bea b 64g! 402 


* Mortally wounded, 
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LV, 


Captured or 


Killed. Wounded missing. 

Bo seta |S Be: g 

Command. E E 3 j & 
Do : o . vo . = 

S| a o =| ° [=| i) 

c=] o 6 oy 6 ® on 

ro) Al fo) a c) | 4 

CAVALRY. | 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. ALFRED T. A. TORBERT. 
FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. WESLEY MERRITT. 
First Brigade. 
Col. JAMES H. Kipp. 
Ist Michigan 
5th Michigan... 
6th Michigan... 


7th Michigan 
New York Light Artillery, 6th Battery 


Total First Brigade 


Second Brigade. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. THomas C. DEVIN. 


6th New York 
9th New York 
19th New York (1st Dragoons) 
Ist U.S. Artillery, Batteries K and L 


Total Second Brigade 


Reserve Brigade. 


Col. CHARLES R. LOWELL, Jr.* 
Lieut. Col. CASPER CROWNINSHIELD. 


2d Massachusetts 
lst United States 
2d United States 


Total Reserve Brigade 


‘DRotal Hirst Division. <n25 asics waceacetnste oe 
SECOND DIVISION.+ 
Col. WILLIAM H. POWELL. 
First Brigade. 
Col. ALPHEUS S. MooRE. 
8th Ohio (detachment) 


14th Pennsylvania 
22a Pennsylvania 


Total first Brigade 


Second Brigade. 
Col. HENRY CAPEHART. 


1st West Virginia 


Total Second Brigade 


Total Second Division 


* Killed. 


+t From Department of West Virginia. 


a 6 3: IB testes 1 24 
pe lee tee | 7 

Ci Nae ol ot | 6 

1 8 5 Bo eames | if cose 

2 co) ee ee ippmnc yo me ov) 

2 

1 

| 4 

Beale c oe cere Vis is See ee Paes 7 
ee tal henes le eee 1 3 
——e| —_—_— —— = SEE 
een ith ea filet aes 1 3 
Bie at ACL Geel amen ve eee 1 10 
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. Captured or 

Killed. Wounded. missing. _ 
3 
Command. : : 5 = 
z g Fa 2 
e a : gig Fi bp 
o o 0 
is) a fo) a fo) a 4 


THIRD DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE A. CUSTER. 
First Brigade. 
Col. ALEXANDER C. M. PENNINGTON. 
RENE WEAN ODR Min Sasson cost LUA SES <n: 
5th New York... 


Mt ORIG. 5.55053 
18th Pennsylvania 


Total First Brigade -.......... Sos o coo bapses pubes Zi ener = SY eases 8 27 
Second Brigade. if r 
Col. WILLIAM WELLS. 
HERR RON OL teeter ao ees] hates saan lesad ye = dp less aclaseahees 1 
1st Vermont | : 6 
Total Second Brigade -................-..--- Pai feces CH eee | ersseaes 7 
Total Thied Division... 2<-<-0s<ce-.0ese= ears 2 1 23 || aaa 8 34 
HORSE ARTILLERY. | a F 
2d United States, Batteries B and L .............).----- ES Saeed Piles Gaels e328 B 2 
3d United States, Batteries C, F,and K........--. | ee a 1 |---2--[--22222-[eeee ee |----02-- 1 
Total Horse Artillery --...-..--.--.------ ea Qisrezee Deer nas ie aed 3 
Tolal, Cavalry... I , _Avelh lpane ago fis ne 43 | 196 
RECAPITULATION. 
Sixth Axmy, Corps <.a4- 9.--s2es=ueetias. 5s onciek 23 275 | 103 | 1,525 6 194 2, 126 
Wineteenth Army Corps... ..---202-.--0s-eeue- =< 19 238 | 109] 1,227 14 776 2, 883 
Army of West Virginia ..-....---...2.- 200.0022 7 41s 247 | 24 253)0 10 530 858 
PLOVIGONEL DIVISION 2 - esos oo = esac cs ye oop ocean ii 11 6 (oy eect 18 102 
Cuvalryxeae ete. sc ebs. eb Sieh ee 2 27 | Cn SLs Shiga ee 43 196 
244 | 3,186 | 30) 1,561 | 5, 665 


OFFIOCRRS KILLED OR MORTATLLY WOUNDED. 
CONNECTICUT. 
Capt. Benjamin F. Hosford, 2d Heavy Ar- | Lieut. George M. Benton, 12th Infantry. 
tillerv. _ Lieut. Horace E. Phelps, 12th Infantry. 
Capt. John P. Lowell, 12th Infantry. 


INDIANA. 


Lieut. Col: Alexander J. Kenny, 8th In- | Lient. Col. William 8. Charles, 18th In- 


fantry. | _ fantry. 
Capt. William D. Watson, 8th Infantry. | Maj. Jonathan H. Williams, 18th In- 
Lient. George W. Quay, 8th Infantry. | fantry. 
1OWA. 


Lieut. Col. John Q. Wilds, 24th Infantry. | Capt. John W. Riemenschneider, 28th In- 
fantry. 
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MAINE. 


Lieut. John E. Morton, 1st Battery. 
Lieut. P. Jordan Mitchell, Ist Infantry. 
Lieut. Henry B. Walton, 12th Infantry. 


Lieut. Col. Charles S. Bickmore, 14th In- 
fantry. 
Lieut. John L. Hoyt, 29th Infantry. 


MARYLAND. 


Lieut. Melville R. Small, 6th Infantry. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Col. Charles R. Lowell, jr., 2d Cavalry. 
Capt. Rufus W. Smith, 2d Cavalry. 
Lieut. Lyman James, 3d Cavalry. 
Lieut. Albert L. Tilden, 26th Infantry. 


Lieut. George F. Whitcomb, 30th Infantry. 
Lieut. William F. Clark, jr., 30th In- 
fantry. 


MICHIGAN. 


Capt. Charles Shier, jr., Ist Cavalry. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Lieut. William B. Ross, 14th Infantry. 


| Maj. Lambert Boeman, 15th Infantry. 


NEW YORK. 


Lieut. John G. Main, 6th Cavalry. 

Col. J. Howard Kitching, 6th Heavy Ar- 
tillery. 

Maj. Edward Jones, 6th Heavy Artillery. 

Lieut. William J. Rasberry, 6th Heavy Ar- 
tillery. 

Lieut. Elias Fountain, 6th Heavy Artil- 
lery. 

Capt. Orson Howard, 9th Heavy Artil- 
lery. 

Lieut. Orrin B. Carpenter, 9th Heavy Ar- 
tillery. 

Lieut. John Oldswager, 9th Heavy Artil- 
lery. 

Lieut. Henry D. Vaughn, Ist Battery. 

Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Higinbotham, 65th 
Infantry. 

Capt. Martin Lennon, 77th Infantry. 

Lieut. William J. Tabor, 77th Infantry. 

Lieut. Gilbert F. Thomas, 77th Infantry. 


Lieut. John W. Belding, 77th Infantry. 
Maj. John C. Smart, 90th Infantry. 
Lieut. Thaddeus C. Ferris, 90th Infantry. 
Capt. Daniel C. Knowlton, 114th Infantry. 
Lieut. Isaac Burch, 114th Infantry. 
Lieut. Norman M. Lewis, 114th Infantry. 
Lieut. William D. Thurber, 114th In- 
fantry. 
Capt. Jonathan Burrell, 121st Infantry. 
Capt. John D. P. Douw, 121st Infantry. 
Lieut. William H. Tucker, 121st Infantry. 
Maj. Jabez M. Brower, 122d Infantry. 
Lieut. Christopher Larkin, 156th 
fantry. 
Lieut. Johannes Lefever, 156th Infantry. 
Maj. Robert McD. Hart, 159th Infantry. 
Capt. Duncan Richmond, 159th Infantry. 
Lieut. Julius A. Jones, 176th Infantry. 
Lieut. Augustus Phillips, 184th Infantry. 


In- 


OHIO. 


Lieut. John W. Cartwright, 34th In- 
fantry. 
Capt. Wesley Devenney, 110th Infantry. 


Surg. Thomas J. Shannon, 116th Infantry. 
Lieut, Thomas Kilburn, 122d Infantry. 
Lieut. Edward R. Hilliard, 122d Infantry. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Capt. Edwin G. Minnich, 47th Infantry. 
Lieut. Joseph Peck, 54th Infantry. 
Capt. David J. Taylor, 61st Infantry. 
Lieut. John Barrett, 61st Infantry. 
Capt. Edgar M. Rubl, 87th Infantry. 


Maj. James H. Coleman, 102d Infantry. 

Lieut. John A. Gump, 138th Infantry. 

Lieut. Samuel W. Cloward, 158th In- 
tantry. 

Capt. Daniel Crum, 139th Infantry. 


Lieut, Col. John B, Kohler, 98th Infantry. | Lieut. James P. MeKean, 139th Infantry. 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Lieut. Charles V. Scott, Battery G,. 1st Light Artillery, 
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U. S. ARMY. 


pone Samuel D. Southworth, 2d Artil- | Lieut. Henry M. Baldwin, 5th Artillery. 
ery. 


U. S. VOLUNTEERS. 


Brig. Gen. Daniel D. Bidwell. | Capt. Philip G. Bier, Assistant Adjutant- 
General. 
VERMONT. 
Capt. Edward Hall, 8th Infantry. Capt. Lucian D. Thompson, 10th In- 
Lieut. Nathan C. Cheney, 8th Infantry. fantry. 
Lieut. Aaron K. Cooper, 8th Infantry. Lieut. Oscar R. Lee, 11th Infantry (1st 


Heavy Artillery). 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


Col. Joseph Thoburn, 1st Infantry. Lieut. Col. James R. Hall, 13th Infantry 
Capt. Jacob P. Kuykendall, 10th In- | Lieut. William 8S. Morrison, 14th In- 
fantry. | fantry. 
No. 8. 


Report of Surg. James T. Ghiselin, U. S. Army, Medical Director, Middle 
Military Division, of operations August 27—December 31, 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DTIvIsIon, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
January 26, 1865. 

GENERAL: On the 27th of August, 1864, I reported as medical 
director of the Middle Military Division, from which date to December 
31, 1864, inclusive, I have the honor to report, in brief detail, the oper- 
ations of the medical department. This report will refer only to the 
army, as nearly the whole effective force of this division, composed of 
the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps, Army of West Virginia, and cavalry, 
has been in the field, operating under the name of Army of the Middle 
Military Division, to which my duties have been almost exclusively 
confined. 

My first effort, on arrival, was to ascertain, if possible, the exact 
condition of the medical department, but the difficulties in the way of 
obtaining information appeared insurmountable, as no staff depart- 
ment had even an incipient organization; in fact, the confusion was 
all that might be anticipated in a command so new and composed in 
part of small commands accustomed to act independently. The vet- 
eran Sixth Corps was the only one prepared for a campaign, and its 
creditable condition was due mainly to the energy and ability of its 
medical director, Surg. S. A. Holman, U. S. Volunteers. The first 
steps toward organization consisted in the adoption of a system reg- 
ulating the formation and management of field hospitals, in pre- 
scribing a uniform plan of drawing and issuing medical supplies, 
and in strictly enforcing the ambulance law. Our base being Har- 
per’s Ferry, a depot for medical supplies was opened at once, and 
a large quantity of the most important field supplies were ordered 
by telegraph. These were distributed among the corps so as to 
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supply their immediate wants. After a careful review of all the im- 
portant medicines and supplies furnished, and guided by the experi- 
ence of a previous campaign, a selection was made, which, it was 
intended, should contain a sufficient number of medicines and all 
essential dressings and appliances, while it should not be too cumbrous, 
so that it might always be readily taken with the troops in the field. 
This selection was embodied, together with a plan of drawing and 
issuing supplies, in a circular issued from this office September 10. 
The acting medical purveyor was furnished with a copy of this circular, 
and was ordered to require for and issue supplies in accordance with 
it. In this system the division and not the brigade was made the 
unit of organization for the medical department, both as regards sup- 
plies, transportation, and field hospitals. The division system has 
afforded me the means of caring with the utmost celerity for large 
numbers of wounded thrown suddenly upor the medical department, as 
after the battles of Winchester and Middletown or Cedar Creek, and it 
has met the approval of all the medical officers of the army. Previous 
to the adoption of this plan, in all the troops, except the Sixth Corps, 
hospitals were established without system after a battle, and much 
contusion consequently resulted. This I endeavored to obviate by an 
order prescribing a uniform mode of organizing field hospitals. The 
general plan was the same as that introduced in the Army of the Ppto- 
mac by Surg. J. Letterman, U. S. Army, and of which I had frequently 
witnessed the good effects, while serving in that army. An operating 
Staff is appointed, as well as a medical officer in charge of food and 
shelter, a second officer in charge of records, and these report, before an 
engagement, to a surgeon who has the general charge of the hospital 
and who receives orders from the surgeon-in-chief of division. 
Previous to my arrival supplies had been issued to the troops in the 
field by acting medical purveyors stationed with the commands, which 
they had supplied indiscriminately, there being no order to guide them 
regulating the issues or the amount of supplies to be kept on hand. 
‘It was soon found that these purveyors were unnecessary, aS every 
brigade kept.on hand the authorized supply, and could draw upon the 
division hospital when requisite. Having thus systematized to some 
extent the manner of furnishing this army with medical supplies, pre- 
scribed the kind and quantity of each to be kept on hand, concentrated 
a large store of all the essentials at_ the base ready for emergencies, as 
well as organized a system of field hospitals, in which wounded could 
be cared for after an engagement and the sick during marches and 
while in camp, I had but to make suitable provision for relieving the 
army of its wounded as rapidly as they might accumulate. For this 
purpose I increased a small hospital of about 300 beds at Sandy Hook 
to a capacity of 1,300, and stationed a medical officer at the base as 
medical director of transportation, with instructions to receive all sick 
and wounded, and to forward the moderately severe cases to Balti- 
more, retaining the very severe as well as the very slight cases for 
treatment at Sandy Hook or at Frederick. This officer received a daily 
report of the number of vacant beds in the general hospital at Fred- 
erick, and was thus guided in the shipment of cases. He also had 
charge of feeding and dressing the wounded, and kept me informed of 
the arrival and condition of every train; and, in addition, telegraphed 
to the medical directors of the Middle Department and Department of 
West Virginia the time trains started for Baltimore or Frederick, 
Before all of these arrangements had been completed the army com- 
menced a forward movement. : 
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At daylight on the morning of September 19 one division of cavalry, 
which had the advance, engaged the enemy near Opequon Creek, five 
miles from Winchester, and drove him from his position, which it held 
until relieved by the infantry. The battle during the morning was 
fought with great obstinacy, and, with the exception of occasional slight 
checks to some of our corps, success was always in our favor. About 
3.30 p. m. a combined advance of infantry and cavalry was ordered, 
the cavalry operating on both flanks. This resulted in the complete 
triumph of our arms, and the enemy fled from the field routed and 
demoralized. That night we occupied Winchester. The field hospi- 
tals were established during the day on or near Opequon Creek, and 
their locations were well protected from the shot of the enemy by 
wooded hills. They were all in the immediate vicinity of good roads. 
The wounded, as a general thing, received good care, and had nourish- 
ing food promptly administered to them. During the latter part 
of the day, however, it was impossible to collect all the wounded, as 
the army pushed on so rapidly, thereby increasing the distance for 
the ambulances. Quite a large number, therefore, remained on the field 
that night, many being concealed in the thick woods where they had 
fallen. At 9p. m.the same night the general commanding ordered 
me to have all the wounded taken to Winchester, and the field hospi- 
tals .broken up as rapidly as possible. For this purpose a detail of 
medical officers to remain was made from each corps, a certain propor- 
tion of ambulances was ordered to be left, and the chief quartermaster 
placed at my disposal all the empty army wagons. Asst. Surg. H. A. 
Du Bois, U. 8S. Army, assistant medical director, was ordered to remain 
and take general direction of the removal of the wounded and of the 
establishment and organization of hospitals in Winchester. That night 
Tinformed you by telegraph of the result of the battle, gave the approxi- 
mate number of wounded, and requested you to send forward to Win- 
chester twenty medical officers, hospital supplies for 5,000 wounded, 
and an experienced surgeon to take charge of the hospital. Several 
weeks previously the chief quartermaster had, at my request, ordered 
the post quartermaster at Harper’s Ferry to keep on hand 300 hospital 
tents for such an emergency. Doctor Du Boisreported to me on the 21st 
that he had seized a portion of the army train, unloaded it, and with 
the ambulances left him had transported all the wounded from the 
field to hospitals which he established at Winchester in the churches, 
public buildings, and such private dwellings as were suitable. These 
hospitals he organized by corps. Being almost destitute of food for the 
wounded, the commanding officer of Winchester took, at his request, 
8,000 rations from an army train which was going to the front. This 
embarrassment arose from the fact that no subsistence train accom- 
panied the army. Things were soon systematized, and over 4,000 
wounded were safely transferred to the hospitals of their respective 
corps, competent surgeons placed in charge, and the most experienced 
and expert operators designated to perform the operations. 

On the evening of the 22d Surg. J.. H. Brinton, U.S. Volunteers, 
arrived with five medical officers, and relieved Doctor Du Bois, who 
returned to headquarters on the following day. Four hundred hospital 
tents, ample supplies, and ten additional surgeons arrived on the 23d. 
About 300 hospital tents were pitched on a well-selected site near the 
town, and acamp hospital organized under the designation of Sheridan 
Field Hospital. Surg. F, V. Hayden, U.S, Volunteers, was assigned 
to its charge. 
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The morning following the battle of Winchester our troops moved 
forward, and that afternoon reached Strasburg, two miles beyond which 
the enemy was found in position at Fisher’s Hill. _ | 

Some skirmishing occurred on the 21st, and, during the afternoon of 
the 22d, an assault was made, which resulted in the complete rout of the 
enemy, and-his broken army was pursued to Woodstock, a distance of 
twelvemiles. The pursuit occupied the entirenight, and the troops did not 
bivouae until about 4 o’clock the following morning. Fortunately, the 
casualties on the march were few, while those wounded in the assault 
were collected in the field hospitals. Anticipating a battle on the 21st 
each infantry corps was directed to establish a field hospital in the 
vicinity of Strasburg. Aware that the troops had then been one day 
without rations, and being informed that no forward movement could 
be made until rations could be issued, the hospitals were allowed to 
remain and orders were given to the chief medical officers of divisions 
to be prepared to send their wounded to the rear. By the afternoon of 
the 23d all were comfortably loaded in an empty supply train and sent to 
Winchester. At Strasburg and Woodstock a few Confederate wounded 
were found, destitute of all supplies, and unable to bear transportation. 
These men were attended by their own surgeons, who were furnished 
with all the necessary medical and subsistence stores. We arrived at 
Harrisonburg on the 25th, where there were several Confederate hos- 
pitals, containing 335 sick and wounded, attended by five Confederate 
medical officers. The surgeon in charge reported that he was in need 
of subsistence and a few essential medicines, all of which he-was at 
once furnished with. One hundred and thirty-five sick and wounded 
were selected, who could bear transportation without injury, and sent 
to Winchester by a returning subsistence train. The medical officers 
here seemed to have some regard for hygienic principles in and about 
the hospitals, and their patients were probably as comfortable as they 
could make them with their restricted means; but at every other place, 
from Woodstock on, where Confederate wounded were collected by their 
own surgeons, the most extreme filth and positive indications of neglect 
were seen. 

After the battle of Winchester the cavalry acted, to a great degree, 
independently, and their wounded in the several skirmishes were 
retained in ambulances and sent to Winchester when opportunity 
offered. The army made no important’ movement up to October 6, 
when a retrograde march was commenced. The enemy’s cavalry fol- 
lowed us. On the 9th, near Woodstock, our cavalry attacked and 
routed that of the enemy, driving him a distance of twelve miles. Our 
loss was very slight, and all the wounded were sent to Winchester the 
following day. We moved to Cedar Creek on the 10th and took up a 
strong line of battle, with the apparent object of remaining there to 
wait for the developments of the enemy. 

Immediately after the battle of Fisher’s Hill, our base being changed 
to Martinsburg, Actg. Asst. Surg. E, Ohlenschlager, U. S. Army, act: 
ing medical inspector, was ordered there to take charge of the trans- 
portation of the wounded, who were sent to that place as fast as they 
could bear transportation, and for this purpose advantage was taken 
of every returning train. The wounded were loaded in wagons, bedded 
with hay or straw, without crowding, and a large number of blankets 
were sent with them, as well as stretchers for some of the most severe 
cases. The wounded in ‘these trains were fed and dressed on their 
arrival at Martinsburg, and were then placed in cars which were sent 
to Frederick or Baltimore. 
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At dawn, on the 19th of October, the enemy attacked and turned the 
left flank of our army. Their attack was so sudden and unexpected 
that our troops were thrown into confusion, and it was not until we had 
fallen back four miles that another line of battle was established and 
confidence restored. In the early part of the action the Nineteenth 
Corps lost all its medicine and army wagons, loaded with medical sup- 
plies and hospital tents, and thirty ambulances, but the latter were 
recaptured by the cavalry in theafternoon. The other ambulances and 
wagons had been ordered to the rear and were out of reach. Before 
the second line of battle was formed but few of the wounded got off 
the field; those who did were such as were able to walk, and a few who 
were carried in the ambulances of the cavalry or in blankets slung on 
muskets. Division field hospitals were now-established in and near 
Newtown, six miles from the original line of battle and two from the 
second. The wagons and medical supplies arriving from the rear, the 
medical officers of the Sixth Corps promptly pitched their tents; before 
this, however, each division formed a temporary hospital in rear of the 
line of battle, and up to this time had performed a few capital and a 
large number of minor operations. The medical officers of the Nine- 
teenth Corps took possession of the churches and several houses in 
Newtown and prepared them for the reception of the wounded, as all 
their tents had been captured. The cavalry had only a comparatively 
small number of casualties, and, for this reason, were enabled to care 
for their own wounded in ambulances until a favorable opportunity 
offered to send them to the rear. 

On the morning of the 20th, there being no immediate prospect of 
hostilities, but a military necessity for removing the wounded farther to 
the rear, all the ambulances of the army anda large train of army 
wagons, properly bedded with straw, were loaded with wounded. The 
ambulances were used for the most severe cases and the army wagons 
for those of a less grave nature. Knowing that the hospitals at Win- 
chester were unable to accommodate the large number of wounded to 
be disposed of, the chief medical officer of that place was instructed to 
retain only those who would be injured by further transportation, and 
to feed, dress, and furnish the remainder with all things needed, and 
send them on to Martinsburg. By the afternoon of the 21st the whole 
number of wounded, with the exception of fifteen mortal cases, had been 
removed from Newtown. All the corps were amply supplied for this 
emergency, with the exception of the Nineteenth, but its urgent wants 
were relieved by the others, until several wagons, loaded with medical 
stores, which had been kept at army headquarters to meet accidents o 
this kind could be brought from Winchester, whither they had gone in 
the morning to prevent capture. Too much praise cannot be awarded 
the medical officers for their energetic efforts to care for and protect the 
wounded on this trying occasion, the result of a temporary reverse to 
our arms. 

The general commanding not wishing that even a temporary hos- 
pital should be established at Martinsburg, the wounded had to be 
placed in the cars immediately on their arrival. Owing to a deficiency 
of transportation, as well as to the difficulties of loading a number of 
cars in the confined depot at that place, a portion of the wounded of 
each train were placed in the churches, which were fitted up as field hos- 
pitals. Doctor Du Bois, who had been sent with orders to take such 
means as might be necessary to prevent any accumulation of wounded, 
reported that the trains generally arrived in excellent condition, few 
cases of neglect being observed, and most of these owing to the exces- 
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sive fatigue of medical officers. With each train was sent a surgeon in 
charge, a proper proportion of medical officers, stewards, and attend- 
ants; also cooked rations, anodynes, stimulants, dressings, &c., more 
than sufficient to last the usual number of days in making a trip. On 
arriving at Winchester these trains were divided among the different 
hospitals, and every man was dressed and fed during the night by a 
large detail of surgeons and attendants, and the same was repeated at 
Martinsburg before transfer to cars. A responsible medical officer pro- 
vided with supplies, together with a proper number of attendants, 
accompanied each train. As the army was liable to move suddenly I 
did not consider it advisable to let sick and wounded accumulate, but 
sent them to Winchester, which had been made the receiving depot, 
using ambulances when the distance was not great and it was expedient 
to doso. Notwithstanding the distance wounded were transported in 
army wagons, in some instances as far as 100 miles, very few died on 
the road, which, fortunately, was a fine turnpike. In November fifty 
ambulances were placed at my disposal, which I turned over to the 
chief medical officer at Winchester to be used in carrying wounded to 
Martinsburg. No army wagons were either used or required subsequent 
to this date. 

After the completion of the railroad to Stephenson’s Depot, five 
miles from Winchester, early in December, the medical director of 
transportation was ordered to Harper’s Ferry, and the medical pur- 
veyor to change his depot to that place. I also arranged with the 
chief quartermaster to have four hospital and two passenger cars kept 
at the above depot subject to-my orders. These made two, sometimes 
three, trips per week, till the number of sick and wounded was reduced 
to less than 200, when the hospital cars alone were retained. The first 
week in January the Sheridan Field Hospital was closed, leaving in 
Winchester only the cavalry and Nineteenth Corps hospitals, which I 
designed keeping as long as the army retained its present position. 

Having thus described the campaign, as far as it related to my depart- 
ment, as briefly as was consistent with the subject, I subjoin the follow- 
ing list of casualties: 


Killed: 
Battle:of Winchester so ysii8 Ga SSS. ee. eee eee 659 
Battle of, BishersyHill® oc) nJhs: Sep, caves Bei Rn peere ae eee ee 46 
Battleor Middiletownior Cedar Creek os. se cme ee eee eee eee 585 
Votal 222053 Sito eh SIS SS eee ee eee ee 1, 290 
Wounded: . 
Various skirmishes oceurring between August 20 to September 18, inclu- 

SIV. See BSAA Neenah ens saelgSriadmaGiemootins. 1, 026 
Battle of Winchester, September 19s. sete eee ante cee ete oe eee 4, 032 
Battle of Fisher’s Hill, September 21 and 22* -........-....2.-52....---- 455 
Skirmishes from September 23 to October 18...........-......-..------- 402 
Battle of Middletown or Cedar Creek, October 19*............-. 2.22.2. 3, 491 
Skirmishes from October 20 to December 31 ...............-..-----.-1-, 600 

MObal,: .2. esse OSS ae Ie Bee ee, a eae i, 006 

Confederate wounded who fell into our hands: . 
Battle of Winchester -st ence terete eee ce eee eee ee eee 846 
Bavvleot Middletownror Cedar Creeler saan ee ese renee eeene ea ee a 451 
Sentwromlhospitals at) Harris onlin oyeyse eee se see eels een een 135 

2 KEE eer SER Oke POR Rte sia Seats 5 awe, ache dude BoSBes ‘ 1, 432 
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' The consolidated classified returns of wounds and injuries already 
forwarded for the battles of Winchester, Fisher’s Hill, and Middletown 
(or Cedar Creek), account for 6,311, while the actual number was 7,978, 
This discrepancy will always oceur after a battle if the army soon after 
moves and the wounded are sent to the rear, because to obtain full and 
accurate lists is the work of many hours and they require a greater 
number of medical officers than can be spared from mare urgent duties. 
The total number of amputations after these battles was 388. All these 
were primary and generally skillfully performed. 

The surgery in all these battles was as good as witnessed elsewhere in 
the field, and usually reflected credit on the operators. As the wounded 
were sent to the rear very soon after each battle, many operations 
could not be performed until they arrived in Winchester. 

The total number of deaths from disease from August 27 to the 31st 
of December was fifty-three.a The highest rates of sick present during 
that period was 5 per cent. out of a mean strength of 47,954 men, and 
the lowest rates 24 per cent. out of a mean strength of 38,444. This 
low rate of sickness, at a time when the troops were harassed and over- 
fatigued by repeated battles and skirmishes, can be attributed to the 
healthfulness of the climate and the quantity of good vegetable food 
procured solely from the country. 

It is due to the medical officers in charge of the hospitals at Win- 
chester, and to Surg. F. V. Hayden, U.S. Volunteers, the chief medical 
officer, to say that these hospitals were never surpassed by any depot 
hospitals in neatness and comfort, and the very moderate number of 
Goaths:, * * * 

To Asst. Surg. H. A. Du Bois, U.S. Army, assistant medical director, 
I am indebted for the energy and executive skill shown in so well pro- 
viding for the many thousand wounded after the battle of Winchester, 
which was a task of no ordinary magnitude. 

The medical corps has contributed more than its share to the list of 
killed and wounded during the campaign. Asst. Surg. Isaac Smith, 
jv., Tweity-sixth Massachusetts (Nineteenth Corps), was wounded at 
the battle of Winchester, and Asst. Surg. John T. Scearce, Eleventh 
Indiana (Nineteenth Corps), was wounded at the battle of Middletown 
or Cedar Creek. Surg. W. H. Rulison, Ninth New York Cavalry, 
medical director of the cavalry, was killed in a skirmish near Smith- 
field, Va., August 29, 1864. Surg. J. B. Coover, Sixth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, and Actg. Asst. Surg. E. Ohlenschlager, U. 8. Army, acting 
medical inspector, died of wounds received from guerrillas, and Surg. 
Thomas J. Shannon, One hundred aud sixteenth Ohio (Army of West 
Virginia), was mortally wounded at the battle of Middletown or Cedar 
Creek, October 19, 1864, and died the following day. By the death of 
these officers the profession has lost experienced and valuable members, 
and the country earnest and faithful soldiers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. T. GHISEXIN, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


The SURGEON-GENERAL OF THE ARMY. 


aThis does not include the deaths of men belonging to the command in genera) 
hospitals. 
10 R R—VOL XLIII, PT 1 
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Report of Capt. Ocran H, Howard, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, Chief 
Signal Officer, of operations October 14-November 1. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., November 1, 1864. 


Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report of the signal 
detachment under my command since the 14th of October, 1864: _ 

On the 14th, in compliance with orders from Major-General Sheridan 
of that date, I assumed command of the signal detachment serving with 
the army in the field, and took immediate measures to acquaint myself 
with the position and condition of officers, men, and public property 
pertaining to it. I found the records of the detachment incomplete and 
very imperfect; little or no data could be found from which I could 
gather such information as was necessary, touching the past conduct 
and efficiency of officers or men. I could barely ascertain the names 
and number of the men properly belonging to the command. Some of 
the men whose names appeared upon the rolls could neither be found 
nor accounted for. An inordinately large number of men are reported 
sick in hospital. They have been so reported for so long a time that 
a doubt exists in my mind as to its correctness. On the part of officers 
and men there seemed to be but limited ideas of any accountability to 
any one for their own conduct, or the manner in which they discharged 
or failed to discharge their duties, or of responsibility for the-public 
property placed in their charge. The men I found very poorly clothed, 
and badly supplied with camp equipage and apparatus for cooking their 
rations. Transportation was entirely insufficient for the wants of the 
command. I at once appointed a quartermaster, directed him to make 
requisition for such property as was needed, and dispatched him to 
Martinsburg and Cumberland to obtain it. He was partly successful, 
and the wants of the command are to a certain extent supplied. The 
men have been neither mustered nor paid for nearly a year. I am now 
mustering the detachment for payment. The facts above mentioned 
militate in a great degree against the efficiency of the detachment, and 
it will take much time and labor to make it what it should be. 

During the past half month I have issued such orders as I deemed 
requisite for the proper conduct and government of the detachment. 
The stations in operation upon my assuming command were, one in the 
Nineteenth Corps front, commanding a view of the country between our 
lines and those of the enemy, and one at headquarters, in communication 
with it. From the former station the enemy’s signals on Round Top 
south of Fisher’s Hill could be read. Lieutenants Fortney and Jones, 
in charge, took down their numbers, and Lieutenant Halsted, by means 
of the rebel signal code, deciphered by Lieutenant Cross and himself 
some time before, translated the enemy’s messages, some of which were 
of the greatest importance touching movements of his troops. These 
stations were in operation until the morning of the 19th, when the army 
was driven from its position by the rebels. On the morning of the 19th 
the officers and men of the detachment, having been compelled to fall 
back by the enemy, were collected together at a point two miles north 
of Middletown, where it was halted in readiness for duty. During the 
day, accompanied by Lieutenants Cross and Ireland, I visited several 
points along the front, with a view to rendering such service as practi- 
cable, but owing to the rapidity of the movements of the army, no duty 
was performed except by Lieutenant Mayell, with the Third Division 
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Cavalry, and Lieutenant Caswell, with First Division Cavalry, who 
acted as aides to the commanding general. At night the detachment 
returned to the-camp from which it had been driven in the morning. 

On the 20th the cavalry pursued the enemy southward. Lieutenant 
Cross established a station on Round Top, in communication with head- 
quarters, placing Lieutenants Fortney and Butcher in charge at Round 
Top, and Lieutenants Ireland and Jones at headquarters. Upon the 
return of the cavalry this line was abandoned. Three-Top Mountain 
being now in our possession, a station was established thereon, Lieu- 
tenants Fortney and Butcher in charge. From this station a view of 
the valley is had as far up as Woodstock. For it a guard of fifty men 
was furnished by the general commanding. Through Three Top com- 
Inunication was at once established from these headquarters to a sta- 
tion at General Powell’s headquarters, in charge of Lieutenant Bari- 
teau. This line is still open and in constant use. 

On the 23d Lieutenant Ireland was sent to General Getty’s headquar- 
ters, near Strasburg, where he established a station in direct communi- 
cation with these headquarters and with the station of observation on 
Three Top. This line is still open. 

On the 27th Lieutenants Halsted, Mayell, and Caswell, who had been 
assigned to the Cavalry Corps, were relieved from duty therewith by 
my order, and directed to proceed to Winchester, with a view to open- 
ing communication thence to these headquarters. Lieutenants Hal- 
sted and Caswell are assigned to the station at Winchester, and Lieu- 
tenants Mayell and Muhleman to the intermediate station to be estab- 
lished on Round Hill. The officers left for these stations on the 28th. 
Communication is not yet open. 

During the last half month I have sent Private Truesdell to Wash- 
ington for such signal equipments and stores as are immediately re- 
quired. Lieutenant Merritt, whom I appointed quartermaster of the 
detachment, has been dismissed the service, and Lieutenant Hall, acting 
in his place, has applied to be relieved from duty with the corps. » His 
application has been approved. 

Lieutenant Clyde, reported to be under arrest at Cumberland, Md., 
has been ordered, with the approval of the commanding general, to 
report for duty. 

[ have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. H. HOWARD, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Lieut. Col. W. J. L. NIcoDEMUS, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer, U. S. Army, Washington, D.C. 
ADDENDA. 
WINCHESTER, December 26, 1864. 
Capt. O. H. HowArpD, 
Chief Signal Officer, Middle Military Division: 

DEAR Sie: It is with pleasure I am enabled to acknowledge the 
valuable services rendered the Government by the detachment of the 
Signal Corps under your command. “Notwithstanding the obstacles 
that existed at the commencement of the campaign to prevent its per- 
fect efficiency, the duties being new to many of its officers and men, I 
am obliged to admit that of late these obstacles have been surmounted 
and the duties have been performed in such a manner as to elicit from 
me this brief weg Das pemeeen e approbation. 

J am, captain, yours tru 
jaebie « re P, H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, U. S. Army. 
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Report of Lieut. Edward LL. Halsted; Fortieth New York Infantry, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer, of operations September 1-30, 


HEADQUARTERS MippLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
SIGNAL DEPARTMENT, 
Harrisonburg, Va., October 4, 1864. 

CAPLAN: I have the honor to submit the following report of oper- 
ations for the month of September: 

1st and 3d, army at Charlestown, Va. 3d, army moved to Berryville; 
19th, to Winchester; 20th, to Strasburg; 22d, to Edenburg; 24th, to 
New Market; 25th, to Harrisonburg. 

1st and 2d, stations in operation from Charlestown to Maryland 
Heights, the latter being also a post of observation. 3d, station 
at Charlestowfi withdrawn. 3d to 12th, unsuccessful in keeping up 
communication between headquarters, near Berryville, and Maryland 
Heights, owing to weather and atmosphere; distance in direct line, 
eighteen miles. Lieutenant Merritt ordered to headquarters General 
Averell, commanding Second Division Cavalry, at Leetown, who opened 
communication with Maryland Heights at dark. 13th, Lieutenant 
Brault ordered to Harper’s Ferry to communicate with Maryland 
Heights; to forward dispatches north. 14th and 15th, endeavored to find 
a point for an intermediate station between headquarters and Mary- 
land Heights, communication being frequently interrupted by the 
atmosphere and other causes, together with the distance. Lieutenant 
Jones was sent to Charlestown for the purpose of selecting such a point; 
returned; reported a tower fifty feet high necessary to communicate; 
this point was about midway between the two stations; operations 
toward the construction of said tower ordered by commanding general 
to be suspended for the present. 17th, Lieutenant Muhleman estab- 
lished station at Martinsburg, communicating with Maryland Heights 
and General Averell. One brigade of cavalry stationed at Martins- 
burg, the extreme right of thearmy. 18th, communication between the 
various stations continued. 19th, during the battle no stations estab- 
tablished, owing to the condition of the country, which prevented lines 
of communication. The enemy being concealed, no observations could 
be made. 22d, at Strasburg; no stations could be located to advantage, 
as explained in daily record. 23d, during the march of the army 
Lieutenants Jones and Butcher occupied the station on Round Hill, 
but could discover no movements of the enemy, they being too far dis- 
tant, 24th, stations of communication were established during the 
march on the flanks, front, and rear. 25th, Lieutenants Merritt and 
Fortney occupied the extreme southern peak of Peaked Mountain, 
overlooking the entire position of the enemy, which was reported to 
commanding general at dark. 27th, communication with the mountain 
up to this date uninterrupted. Latter stations opened communication 
with Lieutenant Wiggins at headquarters General Merritt, command- 
ing First Division Cavalry, at or near Port Republic, being the extreme 
front and left of the army. 28th, stations and communications all 
right. 29th, Sixth and Nineteenth Corps moved to Mount Crawford, 
seven miles south of Harrisonburg; Lieutenant Caswell opened station 
at headquarters Sixth Corps, communicating with these headquarters. 
30th, the two corps above mentioned returned to Harrisonburg. Lieu- 
tenant Caswell, after being relieved by Lieutenant Wiggins, returned. 
Cavalry replaced infantry at latter point. Station on Peaked Mountain 
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still continues; it commands a complete view of the two valleys, 
Luray and Shenandoah, from the Blue Ridge to the Alleghany, from 
New Market and Luray to Staunton. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. L. HALSTED, 
Second Ineutenant and Acting Chief Signal Officer. 


Capt. J. H. SPENCER, 
Signal Corps, U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 11. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Horatio G. Wright, U. S. Army, commanding Sixth 
Army Corps, of operations August 6—October 10 and October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS, 
October 18, 1864, 

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Sixth Corps in the battle of the Opequon, on the 19th 
of September: 

On the 18th of that month orders were received from the headquar- 
ters of the Middle Military Division, about 2 p. m., to move upon the 
enemy, but before the command had been actually started the orders 
were countermanded with the understanding that the movement was 
delayed till the next day only. In the evening of the same day the 
orders to march were repeated, directing the movement to commence 
at 2 a.m. of the 19th, with the Sixth Corps in advance, followed by 
the Nineteenth, taking the route by the Berryville and Winchester 
pike, the Army of West Virginia, under Brevet Major-General Crook, 
then at Summit Point, to follow up the movement and halt at the 
Opequon crossing till further orders. Brevet Major-General Emory, 
commanding the Nineteenth Corps, was instructed to report to me at 
the crossing of the Opequon. Starting promptly at the hour designated, 
the Second Division, Brigadier-General Getty commanding, leading, the 
corps crossed the country to a point on the Berryville and Winchester 
pike about two miles from the Opequon, where we met the head of the 
Nineteenth Corps column, which, by a shorter route, had just come up, 
though probably starting later. Halting the Nineteenth Corps for the 
Sixth to pass, the march was continued to the Opequon, where, learning 
that Wilson’s division of cavalry, which had preceded the infantry 
advance, had crossed the creek, passed through the defile of some two 
or three miles in length on the other side, and was holding the rolling 
ground beyond, I ordered, with the approbation of Major-General 
Sheridan, the halting of all trains, and the prompt advance of the 
infantry with one battery of artillery, the rest of the artillery being held 
back till it could be ascertained that it.would not impede the advance 
of the infantry columns through the narrow gorge alluded to. 

After passing the defile the infantry was promptly formed in line of 
battle, with the Second Division on the left, next the Third Division, 
and then the First Division in reserve, with the First New York Inde- 
pendent Battery, Lieut. W. H. Johnson commanding, on the right. 
The remaining artillery was promptly brought up, and three other bat- 
teries, viz, the Fifth Maine, Battery M, Fifth U.S. Artillery, and ©, 
First Rhode Island Light Artillery, were placed in position on the 
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corps front by the chief of artillery, Col. C. H. Tompkins. The Nine- 
teenth Corps, Brevet Major-General Emory commanding, followed, and 
was posted on the right of the pike, connecting with the Sixth Corps. 
The order of battle of this corps will no doubt be described by General 
Emory in his report; that of the Sixth Corps was designed to be in 
two lines of the Second and Third Divisions, the First being held in 
reserve; but the necessities of the case required that the Second Divis- 
ion should be in great part in one line in order to cover the ground, as is 
more fully explained in the report of General Getty, commanding that 
division. 

As fast as the infantry arrived the cavalry of General Wilson’s 
division was relieved, skirmishers were sent forward, and the cavalry 
battery replaced by the First New York Independent, as already 
stated. The formation was effected under a very annoying fire of the 
enemy. When the infantry lines of the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps 
were formed the order for advance was given. This was at 11.40 
a. mn., and the two corps moved handsomely to the front, driving for 
a time everything before them. After a considerable advance of the 
infantry and artillery a most determined charge of the enemy was 
made on the left of the Nineteenth Corps, crowding it back, and then 
turning on the flank of the Third Division, Sixth Corps, threatened a 
disaster to the day. It was too early in the battle to choose to put in 
the reserve of the Sixth Corps, but seeing that the fate of the day 
depended on the employment of this force I at once sent it in, and 
directed Colonel Tompkins, chief of artillery, to hold two of bis bat- 
teries in position and turn them on the advancing column, they being 
the only ones having a fire on this part of the enemy’s lines. The First 
Division moved admirably on the enemy, and the batteries with can- 
ister opened upon them with murderous effect, the two driving them 
back in much disorder. This was the turning point in the conflict. 
Getty, on the left, with part of Ricketts’ division not invelved in 
the break, maintained their front, and fell back only to secure their 
lines and preserve their connection with the right. For some time 
after the opposing ranks were comparatively. quiet, neither side mak- 
ing any serious demonstration, the interval being employed in arrang- 
ing the lines and preparing for another advance. 

In the meanwhile the command of Major-General Crook had been 
brought up, formed on the extreine right, and about 4 p. m. advanced 
upon the enemy’s left. Seeing the success of this movement, I at once 
ordered forward the Nineteenth and Sixth Corps, and a few moments 
later received orders to the same effect from Major-General Sheridan. 
Krom this moment till night closed the pursuit everything went favor- 
ably, the enemy being driven at all points toward and beyond Win- 
chester, though many parts of our line met with obstinate and san- 
guinary resistance at various points. Our men, however, were in the 
best of spirits, and nothing could resist their determined advance. 
After our forces reached Winchester the enemy made a show of stand- 
ing on the Strasburg road, and the Sixth and Nineteenth changed 
front with the design of again attacking, but the opposing line fell 
back, and darkness and the exhausted condition of the men, who had 
been on foot since 2 a.m, and had gone through a long and hard con- 
tested battle, precluded farther pursuit for the time. Rest was abso- 
lutely indispensable to all, and the troops were ordered into camp for 
the night. 

In presenting this brief and very general description of the events 
of the day, I have not attempted to give a detailed account of the 
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gallant actions of the regiments, brigades, and divisions of the corps. 
They are shown in the reports of their commanders herewith, and are 
to be taken in connection with this in order to have a pertect idea of 
the obstinacy of the action, the various minor movements made by 
their respective commanders to meet the exigencies of the moment, 
and to present the gallant conduct of officers and men on this hard- 
fought field, to whose bravery the country is indebted, so far as this 
corps is concerned, for the success of the day. Neither have I referred 
to other commands further than was necessary to present a general 
and connected history of the battle. Much in regard to them which 
fell under my own observation, and that of the most important and 
gallant character, has been omitted entirely as having no reference to 
the movements of this corps. The battle of the Opequon affords a rare 
example in the many hard-fought fields of this war in which all the 
arms of service could co-operate with full effect. Infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery had their full share in the operations of the day, and their 
movements were in entire harmony. The artillery of this corps alone 
expended eighteen army wagon-loads of ammunition, and all with good 
effect upon the results of the conflict. All of my batteries were effect- 
ively engaged. 

To specify particular officers or organizations where all did so well, 
where almost every officer and man did his duty gallantly, would seem 
invidious, and I shall therefore speak only of my staff, who each and all 
performed their whole duty to my entire satisfaction, and of the division 
commanders, Generals Ricketts, Getty, and Upton, and Colonel Tomp- 
kins, chief otf artillery, who, by their gallantry and the skill with which 
they handled their respective commands, did much toward securing 
the successes of the day. For the distinguished services of brigade 
and regimental commanders and individual officers I would refer to 
the reports herewith. 

In closing this report I cannot refrain from adverting to the gallant 
commander of the First Division, Brig. Gen. D. A. Russell, who lost 
his life while bravely leading his command into action at a critical 
period of the battle—an officer whose merits were not measured by his 
rank, whose zeal never outran his discretion, whose abilities were never 
unequal to the occasion, a man tenderly just to his friends and heartily 
generous to his foes. In the memory of this entire command there will 
ever live a sincerity of admiration and respect, a richness of glorious 
recollections to foster the widespread influence which his life created, 
worthy only of such a character and of deeds like his. 

A nominal list of casualties accompanies this report;* also the reports 
of Brig. Gen. E. Upton, while commanding First Division; Brig. Gen. 
G. W. Getty, commanding Second Division; Brig. Gen. James B. 
Ricketts, commanding Third Division; Brig. Gen, D. D. Bidwell, com- 
manding Third Brigade, Second Division; Col. J. M. Warner, com- 
manding First Brigade, Second Division; Col. George P. Foster, com- 
manding Second Brigade, Second Division; Col. O. Edwards, com- 
manding Third Brigade, First Division; Brig. Gen. EK. Upton, while in 
command of Second Brigade, First Division; Lieut. Col. KE. L. Camp- 
bell, commanding First Brigade, First Division; Maj. Henry R. Dalton, 
assistant adjutant-general, First Division; Col. Joseph EK. Hamblin, 
commanding Second Brigade, First Division; Colonel Mackenzie, com- 
manding Second Connecticut Volunteer Heavy Artillery; Captain 
Douw, commanding One hundred and twenty-first New York Volun- 
teers; Capt. H. CO. Fisk, commanding Sixty-fifth New York Volunteers; 
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Capt. F. J. Randall, commanding Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers; Capt. James McKnight, commanding Battery M, Fifth U.S. 
Artillery; First Lieut. Jacob H. Lamb, commanding Battery ©, First 
Rhode Island Light Artillery; First Lieut. O. R. Van Ktten, commanding 
First New York Independent Battery; Capt. G. W. Adams, command- 
ing Battery G, First Rhode Island Light Artillery; Capt. G. T. Stevens, 
Fifth Battery Maine Volunteers; Capt. W. H. McCartney, Battery A, 
Massachusetts Light Artillery. 

Respectfully submitted. 

H. G. WRIGHT, 
Major-General, Commanding Corps. 
Lieut. Col. C. KINGSBURY, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division. 


HEADQUARTERS SIxTH ARMY CORPS, 
October 18, 1864. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to present the following report of the 
part taken by this corps in the battle at Fisher’s Hill on the 22d of 
September, including the operations of the preceding day, which were 
preliminary thereto: 
~ On the morning of the 20th of September the Sixth Corps moved 
about daylight from Winchester for Strasburg, taking the left of the 
pike, the Nineteenth Corps, Major-General Emory commanding, taking 
the right. Following the line of the pike, this corps crossed Cedar 
Creek, taking position on the right overlooking Strasburg, while the 
Nineteenth was posted on the left, extending nearly to the road from 
Strasburg to Front Royal, which was covered by a detached force from 
General Emory’s command. Early on the 21st, the Nineteenth Corps 
having been thrown forward with its left at the old fort near Stras- 
burg, I moved the Sixth Corps to the right, and, passing the Nine- 
teenth, drove off the enemy’s skirmishers and took position in front of 
the rebel intrenchments on Fisher’s Hill. Soon after establishing the 
line—which was formed in the order from left to right of the First, 
Second, and part of the Third Divisions, the remainder of the latter 
being in reserve—I went to the right in company with Major-General 
Sheridan, and found the enemy in possession of a position to the right 
and front which it was desirable to obtain, and which was strongly 
held by him. Three regiments, two from the Third and one from the 
Second Division, were sent to take it, but without success, when the 
remainder of the First Brigade, Second Division—to which one of these 
regiments belonged—was ordered to carry it. It was done in the most 
gallant manner, Col. J. M. Warner, Eleventh Vermont (First Vermont 
Heavy Artillery), commanding the attacking force. This movement. 
was of the greatest importance to the operations of the next day, as it 
gave us a view of the enemy’s line and afforded excellent positions for 
artillery, of which we availed ourselves in the more important struggle 
of the 22d. Having secured this commanding point, the corps was 
at once moved forward and to the right to occupy it, a movement 
which, in the darkness, and owing to the intricacies of the ground, eut 
up by ravines and covered by dense woods, took nearly all night to 
accomplish. This movement of the Sixth Corps occasioned a corre- 
sponding one on the part of the Nineteenth, which was aecomplished 
early the next morning. In the meanwhile the troops had iutrenched 
themselves and the position was secure and the artillery had been 
brought forward. 
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The plan of attack upon the enemy’s line on the 22d was, that while 
the Army of West Virginia, acting as a movable force, was to advance 
far to our right to turn the enemy’s left, the two other corps should 
engage him in front, and to secure the success of this movement the 
enemy’s skirmishers and sharpshooters, which almost turned our right, 
were to be driven back and the artillery on his left silenced. To effect 
this Ricketts’ division was sent to the right with orders to drive off the 
skirmishers already spoken of, and then to advance to a designated 
position in front. In this movement Ricketts was to be accompanied by 
the cavalry command of Averell so as to permit Crook’s infantry to 
advanee around the right and turn the enemy’s left unperceived. 
Ricketts’ movement was an entire success. The three rifle batteries of 
the Sixth Corps were put in position and by their effective fire aided 
much in the success of the whvle movement, firing not only on the 
enemy’s batteries bearing upon Ricketts, but upon a battery farther to 
our right which was being used with much effect on Crook’s advancing 
column. Soon after Ricketts had gained the designated position the 
other two divisions of the corps were advanced to within some 700 or 
800 yards of theenemy’s works. Orders were sent to Ricketts to assault 
as soon as Crook gained his flank, which he did in the most gallant and 
successful manner, while almost simultaneously the Second and First 
Divisions were moved on the enemy’s works. The result was a com: 
plete success. The enemy was driven from his almost impregnable 
line in perfect disorder, prisoners and artillery falling into our hands, 
while his forces fled in the greatest disorder. Nothing but night saved 
his army from utter annihilation. Some of the positions assaulted by 
the corps were almost unassailable, the approaches being difficult to 
climb, and the works covered by abatis of no mean strength. Yet our 
men, flushed with the victory of the Opequon, disregarding all obstacles, 
and under a heavy fire of artillery and infantry, moved gallantly for- 
ward, carried the works, and pursued the enemy till after dark, when 
they were halted to adjust their lines broken up in the attack over 
ground almost impassable. After the delay necessary to this formation 
of the lines the troops, though much exhausted, were pushed forward in 
pursuit, the Nineteenth Corps leading, and soon after daylight were 
halted beyond Woodstock for rest and refreshment. 

The annals of the war present, perhaps, no more glorious victory 

than this. The enemy’s lines, chosen in an almost impregnable position, 
and fortified with much care, had been most gallantly carried by assault, 
capturing most of his artillery, a large number of prisoners, and send- 
ing his army ‘on the run,” in the most disorderly manner; and all this 
from the impetuosity of the attack, with an absurdly small loss on our 
part. 
; As at the battle of the Opequon three days before, all, both officers and 
men, behaved splendidly, and it is scarcely just todiscriminate, As then, 
the division commanders, Generals Ricketts, Getty, and Wheaton, dis- 
tinguished themselves for the gallantry with which they fotght their 
commands, and are entitled to the acknowledgments of the Government, 
as are the commanders of brigades and regiments, with numerous indi- 
vidual officers, for whose conduct on that day I refer with pleasure to 
the reports herewith. 

To my own staff I desire to express my acknowledgments, as hereto- 
fore, on many a well-fought field. they one and all did their duty gal- 
lantly and well regardless of danger. 

To the noble corps of the American army which I have the honor to 
command I desire to express my acknowledgments for their gallant 


154 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. — [CHap. LY 


conduct, both officers and men, in the battles of the 19th and 22d 
of September. Asin the many fiercely contested struggles from the 
Rapidan to Petersburg, they have earned by their bravery, their 
successes, and their losses the gratitude of their country and the 
cause for which they have battled, and the approval of their fellow 
soldiers, side by side with whom they have fought. And their crown- 
ing achievements in the battles of the Valley will be looked upon with 
pride by each and every one of them, whose greatest glory will be the 
claim to have belonged to the Army of the Shenandoah. 

A nowinal list* of casualties accompanies this report; also the 
reports of Brig. Gen. G. W. Getty, commanding Second Division; Brig. 
Gen. J. B. Ricketts, commanding Third Division; Brig. Gen. D. D. 
Bidwell, commanding Third Brigade, Second Division; Col. J. M. 
Warner, commanding First Brigade, Second Division; Col. George P. 
Foster, commanding Second Brigade, Second Division; Lieut. Col. 
E. L. Campbell, commanding First Brigade, First Division; Col. Joseph 
I. Hamblin, commanding Second Brigade, First Division; Colonel Mac- 
kenzie, commanding Second Connecticut Volunteer Heavy Artillery; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Olcott, commanding One hundred and twenty-first 
New York Volunteers; Capt. H. C. Fisk, commanding Sixty-fifth New 
York Volunteers; Capt. F. J. Randall, commanding Ninety-fifth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers; Capt. James McKnight, commanding Battery M, 
Fifth U.S. Artillery; First Lieut. J. H. Lamb, commanding Battery C, 
First Rhode Island Light Artillery ; Lieut. O. R. Van Etten, commanding 
First New York Independent Battery; Capt. G. W. Adams, command- 
ing Battery G, First Rhode Island Light Artillery; Capt. G. T. Stevens, 
commanding Fifth Battery Maine Volunteers; Capt. W. H. McCartney, 
commanding Battery A, Massachusetts Light Artillery. 

Respeetfully submitted. 

H. G. WRIGHT, 
Major-General, Commanding Corps. 

Lient. Col. C. KINGSBURY, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division. 


HEADQUARTERS SrxtH ARMY CORPS, 
October 18, 1864. 
COLONEL: In compliance with orders from headquarters Middle Mil- 
itary Division, I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this command from the time of the formation of the Mid- 
dle Military Division up to the 10th instant: 

On the 6th day of August this corps arrived at Halltown from the 
Monoeacy River and took position there on the right, the Second Divis- 
ion, Brigadier-General Getty, resting near to and on the right of the 
pike, connecting with the Nineteenth Corps, the Third Division, Briga- 
dier-Geneéral Ricketts, on the right of the Second, and the First Divis- 
ion, Brigadier-General Russell, on the right and rear of the Third, 
extending almost to the Potomac, with the picket-line reaching to that 
river. The corps remained in this position until the morning of the 10th 
when it moved at 5 a,.m., under directions from headquarters Middle 
Military Division, through Charlestown, and thence to a point on the 
Berryville and Middleway pike about one mile and a half from its 
Junction with the Winchester and Berryville pike, and designated in 
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the order of march as Clifton. It encamped here that night, the Nine- 
teenth Corps being on its left, and Colonel Lowell’s brigade of cavalry 
at Summit Point. On the morning of the 11th, at 5a. m., the march 
was resumed, the corps moving to the ford of the Opequon Creek on 
the Winchester and Berryville pike. The enemy held the crossing on 
the previous evening, citizens reporting that Breckinridge’s corps was 
there, with some cavalry. The infantry fell back during the night, and 
upon our advance a small force of cavalry only was found, and this 
immediately withdrew. After halting about three hours orders were 
received to move up the right bank of the creek td its crossing on the 
Millwood pike. This point was reached about 5 p.m. and the corps 
encamped there for the night, moving at 6 the next morning, by the way 
of Newtown and Middletown, to the crossing of Cedar Cyeek on the 
Strasburg pike. General Crook had arrived with his command before 
the arrival of mine, and found the enemy’s skirmishers on the south 
side of the creek. Upon the arrival of my corps skirmishers from the 
two commands were sent over the creek; those from General Crook on 
the left of the pike, mine on the right. A slight skirmish fire was kept 
up from about 4 in the afternoon until 8. 

The enemy withdrew before daylight of the 13th, and at 7 a. m. of 
that day this corps received orders and moved toward Strasburg. The 
enemy was found in position at Fisher’s Hill, about two miles south of 
Strasburg. At night, in consequence of reports of the enemy being 
largely re-enforced, the corps was withdrawn to the north side of Cedar 
Creek, the troops occupying their camps of the day before, and the 
picket-line being well advanced on the south side. The enemy was 
found the next morning in his position of the 12th, with a picket-line 
in front of ours. In the afternoon, by direction of the major-general 
commanding, I advanced my line, the First Brigade, First Division 
(Jersey brigade), moving in support. The enemy’s line was forced back 
after some little firing. On the afternoon of the 15th the enemy made 
an attack on General Crook’s pickets on the left of the pike, and his 
having moved back, my left, being unsupported, fell back a short dis- 
tance, but was ordered to push forward, and at once regained its former 
position. AtS8 p.m. of the 16th the army commenced withdrawing. 
This corps covered the movement, marching all night, and reaching 
Winchester about 5 o’clock the next morning, where it halted for break- 
fast, thence moving to the crossing of the Opequon, on the Berryville 
and Winchester pike, and there going into camp. The First Brigade, 
First Division (Jersey brigade), was left at Winchester, reporting to 
General Torbert, chief of cavalry, at that place, and was attacked on 
the afternoon of the 17th, losing about 250, mostly prisoners. Of this 
affair no report has been received. On the morning of the 18th the 
corps moved to Welch’s Spring, on the Charlestown and Middleway 
pike, about two miles from Charlestown, arriving there at 6 p.m. It 
then went into camp, the First Division on the right of the pike, the 
Second on the left, and the Third in reserve, and remained in quiet 
until Sunday, the 21st. On the morning of this day information came 
that our cavalry at Middleway had been attacked and driven off. I 
immediately sent staff officers to the division commanders with direc- 
tions for them to have their troops on the alert, and be ready for an 
attack by the enemy. Before thesé officers could reach the division 
commanders firing was heard on our picket-line. The enemy developed 
rapidly, mainly on the south side of the road, and kept up a sharp fire, 
driving in our line on that side of the pike. It was not supposed that 
an advance in force could he made, witliout notice from our cavalry im 
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front, hence this sudden attack of the enemy was almost a surprise, but 
the troops were soon ready, and the Third Division (Brigadier-General 
Ricketts) was transferred from its position in reserve to the left of the 
line, where General Crook afterward connected with him. Our original 
position was regained, and the corps ready to repulse any further 
attack or make one if ordered. The First Division of the Nineteenth 
Corps moved about noon, and connected with my right. The loss of the 
corps here was about 260 killed and wounded, a large proportion being 
trom the Second Division, whose conduct on this occasion cannot be 
too highly praised? At midnight, by orders from the major-general 
commanding Middle Military Division, the corps moved to its old posi- 
tion at Halltown, covering the infantry movement, reaching that place 
a little aftey daylight on the morning of the 22d. It remained here 
until the 28th, there being no skirmishing or firing in my front, though 
some on the front of the rest of the army. 

At7a.m. of the 28th the corps moved without opposition, and took 
up about the same position occupied by it before on the pike from 
Charlestown to MiddJeway, with the Nineteenth Corps connecting on 
the left. On the 29th, in the afternoon, the cavalry being pushed back 
from Middleway and toward the position occupied by this corps, the 
Third Division was moved out and advanced, in conjunction with the 
cavalry, to Middleway. A few shots only were fired. The division re- 
mained at Smithfield until dark, when it was withdrawn to a position 
about two miles in rear. 

The corps remained at its position near Charlestown until the 
morning of September 3, when it moved to the position heretofore 
spoken of, designated as Clifton. On the 13th a: reconnaissance was 
made by the Second Division, Brigadier-General Getty, in conjunc- 
tion with the cavalry, to Gilbert’s Ford, on the Opequon. Getty’s di- 
vision reached the creek after General Custer had ascertained that the 
enemy’s infantry was there, and after he had opened fire upon it. The 
enemy’s infantry was found in some force. A few men pushed over de- 
veloped a still stronger force, till the exhibition of strength showéd 
that the enemy was there in strong force. My orders being not to 
bring on an engagement, I did not attack. The division remained there 
until after dark, when it returned to camp, the losses having been ten 
or twelve wounded. With the exception of this reconnaissance thecorps 
remained in camp with nothing of interest occurring from the 3d of 
September until the 19th, when it moved across the Opequon and took 
part in the battle near Winchester. As directed by orders from head- 
quarters Middle Military Division, a special report of the operations of 
this corps in that engagement and the one at Fisher’s Hill, which suc- 
ceeded, accompanies this report.* 

On the nightof the 19th the corps encamped at Winchester, and the 
next day moved to near Strasburg. On the 21st, toward evening, we 
took an advanced position held by the enemy on our right, with some 
brief but sharp fighting, parts of the Second and Third Divisions being 
engaged. On the next day Fisher’s Hill was captured and the enemy 
pursued all night by the Nineteenth Corps and the Sixth, the former 
in advance. The command of the two corps had been committed to me 
by Major-General Sheridan. The troops reached Woodstock and were 
established in camp a little after dtylight. The head of the column was 
fired into once on the route, which occasioned a momen tary disturbance, 
but everything was soon right, and the column moved on without fur- 
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ther attempt at opposition. The command rested at Woodstock until 
1 p. m., when we moved about a mile to the south of Edenburg; and the 
next morning I was ordered to move with the Sixth and Nineteenth 
Corps against the enemy, who was reported to have made a stand at 
Mount Jackson. His skirmishers were found at this place, driven 
through the town, and they then fell back to a line of battle which had 
been formed by him on Rude’s Hill. My advanced batteries commenced 
shelling his position. Before the troops could be formed to attack, the 
enemy abandoned the position; we followed—this corps on the left, the 
Nineteenth on the right of the pike, General Devin, with a small part 
of his brigade of cavalry, in advance. The pursuit was continued for 
the whole day. Every attempt was made to engage the enemy but 
without success. Notwithstanding the great labors and fatigues 
brought about by battles and marches since the morning of the 19th, 
there was no lack of disposition on the part of the officers and men to 
bring the enemy to fight. One stretch of thirteen miles was made with- 
out a halt on the part of the infantry. Battery G, First Rhode Island 
Light Artillery, Capt. G. W. Adams commanding, and the First New 
York Independent Battery, Lieutenant Van Etten commanding, moved 
with the skirmish line of the cavalry most of the time, and whenever 
the slightest show of astand was made by the enemy, opened upon 
him. The infantry skirmish line was not engaged until almost dark, 
and then for a short time only. Nothing could induce the enemy to 
favor us with an engagement, and the troops, very much exhausted, went 
into camp at dark about four miles south of Néw Market. 

September 25 we moved to Harrisonburg, went into camp, and 
remained there until the morning of the 29th, when I proceeded, by 
direction of the major-general commanding Middle Military Division, 
with the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps to Mount Crawford to support 
the cavalry in case of a movement in force upon it by the enemy in its 
return from the operations in whichit had been engaged at Staunton 
andelsewhere. Thenext day we returned to Harrisonburg and resumed 
our old camps, nothing worthy of note having occurred on thetrip. We 
remained in camp at Harrisonburg until the morning of October 6, when, 
breaking camp, at 5.30 a. m., we started for Strasburg, reaching that 
place October 8, having marched on the 6th to Rude’s Hill, thence on 
the 7th to about two miles north of Woodstock, on the 8th to Strasburg. 
The corps remained on the 9th at the last-named place. This brings us 
to the time indicated by the order directing this report to be made. 

From the length of time embraced this report is necessarily general, 
is little more than a mere record of the events which have taken place, 
but I cannot close it without saying in how great a degree my thanks 
are due to the officers and men of this corps for the patient endurance 
and bravery displayed in the occurrences mentioned herein. I desire 
to renew the recommendations heretofore made to the major-general 
commanding, and if it is decided to confer brevets for any grade less 
than that of general officer, I shall take pleasure in hereafter for- 
warding the names of officers particularly deserving notice and advance- 
ment. 


Respectfully submitted. 
H. G. WRIGHT, 


Mtjor-General, Commanding Corps. 


Lieut. Col. C. KINGSBURY, JT., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
Galveston, Tex., November 27, 1865. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to present the following report of the 
part taken by the Sixth Corps in the battle of Cedar Creek on the 19th 
of October, 1864, premising that as all the records of the corps were 
turned in to the office of the Adjutant-General of the Army on the dis- 
continuance of the corps in June last, I am unable to refer to any of 
the sub-reports so as to transmit them herewith. : 

As I was the ranking officer of the forces, in the absence of, Major- 
General Sheridan, when the battle began, it will be necessary to a clear 
narrative of the events of the day to commence on the evening of the 
18th. About 9 o’clock of that evening I was called upon by Major- 
General Crook, commanding the Army of West Virginia, who reported 
that the reconnaissance of a brigade sent out by him that day to ascer- 
tain the position of the enemy had returned to camp and reported that 
nothing was to be found in his old camp and that he had doubtless 
retreated up the Valley. It should be borne in mind that the destruc- 
tion of all supplies by our forces between our position at Cedar Creek 
and Staunton had made it necessary for the enemy to supply his force 
from the latter place by wagons, and consequently we had been expect- 
ing for some days that he would either attack us or be compelled to 
fall back for the supplies, which it was believed he could not transport in 
sufficient quantity by his trains. This view of the matter, which is still 
believed to have been sound, lent the stamp of probability to the report 
of the reconnoitering party, but anxious to place the truth of the report 
beyond a doubt, I at once ordered two reconnaissances to start at the 
first dawn of the morning, one of a brigade of infantry to move out upon 
and follow the general direction of the pike leading up the valley, the 
other, also a brigade, to take the Back road some three miles to the 
westward and nearly parallel to the former, with instructions to move 
forward till the enemy was found and strongly felt, so as to clearly 
ascertain his intentions. The first party was to be drawn from the 
Nineteenth Corps, the other from the cavalry. At the first blush of 
dawn the camps were assaulted by a considerable musketry fire upon 
our extreme left and a fire of a much slighter character upon our right. 
A moment’s hesitation convinced me thatthe former was the real attack, 
and I at once proceeded to that point, the firing meanwhile growing 
heavier. Becoming assured that I was not mistaken as to which was the 
attack to be resisted in force, I sent back orders to Brevet Major-General 
Ricketts, commanding the Sixth Corps in my absence, to send me two 
divisions of his command at once, and taking the brigade of the Nine- 
teenth Corps (before alluded [to] as ordered on the reconnaissance and 
which was just starting) I proceeded to place it and the troops of General 
Crook’s second line in position on a ridge to the eastward of and nearly 
parallel to the pike, connecting them with the left of the Nineteenth 
Corps. As the two divisions of the Sixth Corps, ordered from the right 
of the line to the left, could reach that point within twenty minutes of 
the time that the line referred to was formed, and as the position taken 
up was a satisfactory one, there was, in my judgment, no occasion for 
apprehension as to the result, and I felt every confidence that the enemy 
would be promptly repulsed. In this anticipation, however, I was sadly 
disappointed. Influenced by a panic which often seizes the best troops, 
and some of these I had seen behave admirably under the hottest fire, 
the line broke before the enemy fairly came in sight, and under a slight 
scattering fire retreated in disorder down the pike. Seeing that no 
part of the original line could be held, as the enemy was already on the 
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left flank of the Nineteenth Corps, I at once sent orders to the Sixth 
Corps to fall back to some tenable position in rear; and to General 
Emory, commanding the Nineteenth Corps, that as his left was turned 
he should fall back and take position on the right of the Sixth. I 
should, perhaps, have stated that upon the original line the forces from 
left to right were posted in the order of, first, the Army of West Vir- 
ginia, Major-General Crook commanding; second, the Nineteenth Corps, 
Brevet Major-General Emory commanding; third, the Sixth Corps, 
commanded by myself, and in my absence by Brevet Major-General 
Ricketts. The cavalry, under the command of Brevet Major-General 
Torbert, was disposed upon the two flanks. The first lines of the Army 
of West Virginia and the Nineteenth Corps were intrenched, but the 
Sixth Corps was not, as its naturally strong position rendered any 
defenses unnecessary. Indeed, the latter was held with a view to its 
acting rather as a movable force than as a part of the line. 

Returning from this digression and resuming the narrative, the Sixth 
Corps, of which two divisions were on the march to the support of the 
left, at once moved to the rear on receiving instructions to that effect, 
as did the Nineteenth Corps, which had been slightly engaged with a 
portion of the rebel force, which had evidently attacked by way ofa 
diversion. About this time General Ricketts was seriously wounded 
and the command of the Sixth Corps devolved upon Brevet Major-Gen- 
eral Getty, who moved steadily to the rear, and by well timed attacks 
did much toward checking the enemy’s advance, giving time thereby 
for the change of front which was necessary and for taking up the new 
position. A portion of the First Division, under Generals Wheaton and 
Mackenzie, and a part of the artillery of the corps, also behaved admi- 
rably in checking the enemy and giving time for the rest of the troops 
to take position. Several pieces of the artillery were lost here, it being 
impossible to bring off the guns, owing to their horses being killed. 
Meanwhile the Second Division had taken up the position indicated, 
with its left resting on the pike. The Third and First were forming on 
its right, while on the right of the Sixth Corps the Nineteenth was 
being formed. One or two not very persistent attacks had been 
repulsed. About this time Major-General Sheridan came up and 
assumed command and I returned to the command of the Sixth Corps. 
Soon after the lines had been fully formed the enemy made a sharp 
attack upon the Sixth Corps, but was rudely repulsed, falling back 
several hundred yards to a stone wall behind which a part of his line 
took shelter. The position of the troops at this time from left to right 
was, first, the Second, Third, and First Divisions of the Sixth Corps; 
second, the Nineteenth Corps, the cavalry being on both flanks. Every- 
thing having been prepared and the men somewhat rested from the 
fatigue of the morning, an advance was ordered by General Sheridan 
of the entire line. The Second and First Divisions moved forward 
steadily, but the Third was for a time seriously checked by the fire from 
behind the stone wall before alluded to. A movement made by the 
Nineteenth Corps toward flanking this wall (in which a regiment of 
the Third Division, Sixth Corps, detached for the purpose, took part) 
shook the enemy, and a gallant charge of the line started him into full 
flight, pursued by our victorious forces. But little further resistance 
was experienced in the advance to Cedar Creek, where our infantry was 
halted in its old camp, while the pursuit was continued by the cavalry. 
The enemy being entirely demoralized and his ranks completely broken, 
he retreated without regard to order. The battle, which in its earlier 
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stages lookea anything but favorable for our success and occasioned a 
fear of defeat to many a brave hearted soldier, resulted through the 
admirable courage of our troops, the bravery and good conduct of their 
officers, and the persistence of the commander of the army, in a com- 
plete victory. 5 

It may be proper that I should say something in the way of explana- 
tion of the causes of the comparatively easy success of the enemy in 
the early part of the action. To the professional soldier it will be a 
subject of interest, even if it is lost to others, now that the war is over 
and this battle is partially forgotten with the many other as hard fought 
fields, yet in justice to those engaged it may be well to explain some 
points of which many are of course ignorant. I have already referred 
to the reported result of the reconnaissance of the preceding day, 
which was to the effect that the enemy had retreated up the valley. 
That this was not true is now well known, but how the mistake was 
made is not easily explained. Probably the force had not advanced so 
far as it supposed, and had not really reached the enemy’s lines, which 
were some miles in advance of ours. However this may be, I have 
no question that the belief in the retreat of the enemy was generally 
entertained throughout the reconnoitering force. Again this force, 
which, as before remarked, was from the Army of West Virginia, 
returned to camp through its own lines and must have made known to 
the troops its received belief in the enemy’s retreat. Now it happens 
that the. advance of the enemy was made upon this part of the line. 
The surprise was complete, for the pickets did not fire a shot, and the 
first indication of the enemy’s presence was a volley into the main line 
where the men of a part of the regiments were at reveille roll-call with- 
out arms. As the entire picket-line over that part crossed by the 
enemy was captured without a shot being fired, no explanation could 
be obtained from any of the men composing it, but it is fair to suppose 
that they were lulled into an unusual security by the report of the 
previous evening that the enemy had fallen back and that there was 
consequently no danger to be apprehended. This supposition seems to 
me likely enough. It certainly goes tar toward explaining how an 
enemy in force passed and captured a strong and well connected picket- 
line of old soldiers without occasioning alarm, and gave as a first 
warning of its presence a volley of musketry into the main line of 
unarmed soldiers. It was reported in camp that he first relieved a part 
of our lines by his own men dressed in our uniform, but I have never 
been able to confirm this rumor. 

The proceedings up to this point were bad enough for us, as it gave 
the enemy, almost without a struggle, the entire left of our line with 
considerable artillery, not a gun of which had fired a shot. But the 
reserve of this line was posted a considerable distance in its rear, where 
it could be made available as a movable force, and was well situated to 
operate upon any force attempting to turn our left. It was in no way 
involved in the disaster of the first line, which was, after all, but a small 
part of our whole force, being only one weak division, and its loss was 
in no wise to be taken as deciding the fate of the day. With the other 
troops brought up, this supporting division was in good position to offer 
sturdy battle, with every prospect of repulsing the enemy, and aided, 
as it soon would have been, by the rest of the force, the chances were 
largely in our favor. Here-the battle should have been fought and won, 
and long before midday the discomfited enemy should have been driven 
across Cedar Oreek stripped of all the captures of his first attack, but 
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from some unexplainable cause the troops forming this part of the line 
would not stand but broke under a scattering fire, which should not 
have occasioned the slightest apprehension in raw recruits much less 
in old soldiers like themselves. Most officers who have served through 
this war have had instances of the same kind in their own experience, 
and will therefore readily understand this, though they may find them- 
selves as much at a loss for a satisfactory explanation of its cause. It 
was the breaking of this line which involved the necessity of falling 
back. A change of front was necessary, and this must be made to a 
position which would place our force between the enemy and our base. 
That there was no intention of retreating the soldiers who stood fire 
clearly understood, and when once brought into the new position in 
the face of the enemy they were ready to advance upon him, as was 
shown by their magnificent attack when ordered forward. 

To the Sixth Corps, which it is my honor to command after the death 
of that noble soldier Sedgwick, to its officers and its men, I desire to 
acknowledge the obligation which, in addition to the many others it 
has imposed, it laid upon the country by its steadiness, courage, and dis- 
cipline <*» this important battle. Without disparagement to the sol- 
dierly qualities of other organizations concerned, it is but just to claim 
Tor 13 a large share in the successes of the day. Being from the nature 
of the attack upon our lines somewhat in the position of a reserve 
force and therefore fairly to be called upon to turn the tide of unsuccess- 
ful battle, it came up nobly to its duty, fully sustaining its former well- 
earned laurels. 

To the commanders, one and all, the full meed of thanks is due. 
That they bore themselves bravely is evidenced by the fact that of the 
general officers one was killed, five more or less seriously wounded, and 
all lost their horses from the enemy’s bullets, while the list of casual- 
ties will show that their subordinates were in no degree behind them 
in gallantry and devotion to duty. In one division there was but one 
field ofticer for duty when the battle was over. : 

Where all did so well, it may seem invidious to attempt to discrimi- 
nate, but I desire to call attention to the division commanders to whom 
so much of the success of the day wasdue. Brevet Major-General Rick- 
etts was severely wounded early in the action. Brevet Major-General 
Getty, subsequently in command of the corps till it was resumed by me 
after the arrival of Major-General Sheridan, stoutly contested the 
enemy’s advance and gave time thereby for the necessary formations. 
Brevet Major-General Wheaton, who conducted himself gallantly, and 
Brigadier-General Keifer, who was in command of the Third Division 
during the entire day, General Ricketts being first in command of the 
corps and subsequently taken wounded from the field. eh 

To my own staff also I was as usual under great obligations for 
important services rendered, often in circumstances of the greatest dan- 
ger. Their names have already been submitted to the War Depart- 
ment and their merits acknowledged by the Government. 


spectfully submitted. 
cigeebilaae H. G, WRIGHT, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding Sixth Corps, 


Bvt. Brig. Gen. G. A. FORSYTH, 
Chief of Staff, de. 
11 R R—VOL XLII, PT I 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Emory Upton, U. S. Army, commanding First 
Division, of operations September 19. 


HEADQUARTERS First Division, Sixru ARMY CoRPs, 
September 19, 1864. 
Mayor: | have the honor to submit the following report of the 

operations of the First Division while under ny command in the battle 
of Winchester, Va., September 19, 1864: : 
Immediately after assuming command the line was straightened by 
moving forward the First and Third Brigades. The division was 
posted in one line, from right to left, as follows, viz: Second Connect- 
icut Heavy Artillery, Sixty-fifth New York Volunteers, Thirty-seventh 
Massachusetts Volunteers, One hundred and twenty-tirst New York 
Volunteers, Fifteenth New Jersey Volunteers, First and Third Bri- 
gades. In the early part of the engagement other troops became 
mixed up with the First and the Third Brigades, making it extremely 
hazardous, if not impossible, to restore the proper order while under 
fire. The right of the line was refused at an angle of 30 degrees. On 
our right was a portion of the Nineteenth Corps. Having been informed 
by Major Forsyth that General Crook was to make a charge on our 
extreme right when the movement commenced, the Second Connecticut 
Volunteer Artillery was ordered forward and directed to open fire on the 
enemy posted in a wood opposite our right. The Sixty-fifth New York 
was ordered forward on the left of the Second Connecticut Volunteer 
Artillery. Subjected to a brisk musketry fire, and pressed on his 
extreme left by Crook’s command, the enemy gave way from the wood 
in great confusion. The right of the division was moved forward to a 
fence, behind which the enemy maintained his position opposite the left 
of the Second Brigade. Colonel Mackenzie, Second Connecticut Vol- 
unteer Artillery, threw forward his right wing, and opening a flank 
fire, soon compelled him to retire. Colonel Hamblin then moved for- 
ward the left of his line to the fence. The division being in but one 
line and without support, a staff officer was sent to a brigade of the Nine- 
teenth Corps, about half a mile in the rear, to bring it forward if possible, 
but it was not permitted to advance. Driven from the wood on his left, 
and compelled to retire in our front, the enemy formed his line along 
the crest near a brick house on the Berryville pike, his left being 
refused at aright angle, the angle being opposite the right of First 
Division. Repeated efforts had been made to have Colonel Thomas, ot 
the Nineteenth Corps, open fire on the enemy’s line refused, which from 
behind a stone wall was resisting General Crook’s advance. Upon his 
failing to open fire, Colonel Mackenzie was directed to take, first four com- 
panies, then his whole vegiment, forward to a position at right angles 
to the wall, As soon as in position he opened fire, enfilading the wall 
and driving the enemy quickly from his position. Colonel Hamblin at 
the same time moved forward his line, connecting with the Second 
Connecticut. Colonel Mackenzie was then directed to change front 
forward on his left, and moving slightly by the right flank, his right 
connected with General Crook’s left, behind the stone wall from which 
the enemy had just been driven. Colonel Hamblin was directed to 
change front forward on his left, while at the same time orders were 
sent to Colonel Edwards and Colonel Campbell to advance the Third 
and First Brigades. As soon as Colonel Hamblin and Colonel Macken- 
zie had changed front, they again opened fire upon the enemy posted on 
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the crest near the brick house. He immediately gave way, when a 
charge gave us possession of the crest which completely commanded the 
enemy’s final position. Just as the crest was gained, Colonel Edwards 
emerged from the woods with his brigade marching in beautiful order 
and giving great confidence to the troops engaged. At this moment, 
being disabled, the command of the division devolved upon Colonel 
Edwards, of the Third Brigade. 

The conduct of both officers and men during the engagement was 
adinirable, There was no straggling, while every one seeing our advan- 
tages pressed forward with great enthusiasm. Colonel Hamblin com- 
manded his brigade very successfully during the action. Colonel 
Mackenzie is entitled to especial mention for the fearlessness with 
which he led his regiment and the ability he displayed in commanding 
it during the entire action. His regiment on the right initiated nearly 
every movement of the division and behaved with great steadiness 
and gallantry. The Sixty-fifth New York, Thirty seventh Massachu- 
setts, One hundred and twenty-first New York, and Fifteenth New 
Jersey Volunteers charged the crest near the brick house, carrying it 
in most beautiful style. Maj. H.R. Dalton, assistant adjutant-general 
of the division, Capt. William P. Roome, assistant adjutant-general, 
Second Brigade, and Captain Russell, aide-de-camp, distinguished 
themselves by repeated acts of gallantry. Without hint or suggestion 
these officers hastened wherever danger was the most threatening, and 
by their personal example contributed greatly to the success of the 
day. Ihave never known in battle staff officers to do their duty more 
nobly or efficiently. 

Capt. A. M. Tyler, commissary of musters of the division, while in 
front of a regiment leading it into action, was wounded and had his 
horse shot. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. UPTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. C. A. WHITTIER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Sixth Corps. 


No. 13. 


Report of Maj. Henry R. Dalton, Assistant Adjutant-General, U.S. Army, 
of operations of the First Division September 19. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS, 
September 30, 1864. 

MaAsor: I have the honor to forward the following report of the 
operations of this command at the late engagement at the Opequon, in 
compliance with orders from headquarters Sixth Army Corps, of the 
26th instant: 

On Monday, the 19th instant, the division broke camp at 2 a. m.; 
moved across country to the Berryville pike; from thence via the pike to 
within three miles of Winchester, when it went into position in support 
of the other divisions of the corps—the First Brigade, Lieut Col. E, L. 
Campbell, Fifteenth New Jersey Volunteers, commanding, supporting 
the Third Division on the left of the pike; the Third Brigade, Col. O. 
Edwards, Thirty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, commanding, on. 
the left of the pike, supporting the Second Division; the Second Bri- 
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gade moving by the flank up the pike. The enemy having pushed back 
the Second Division of the Nineteenth Corps and a portion of the Third 
Division of this corps, moved down toward the pike, delivering a severe 
fire of musketry from the woods and corn-fields on the right. The Third 
Brigade was now rapidly moved by the flank to the right of the pike, 
then forward, with the First Brigade, under a heavy fire, to a crest 
commanding the woods and field through which the enemy moved. 
This advance was very much assisted by the First New York Battery, 
commanded by Lieutenant Johnson, which did splendid execution, and 
was fought with gallantry, under a very annoying musketry fire. At 
this time General Upton moved his brigade into line to the right of the 
pike at an oblique angle to it, thence forward into the woods, deliver- 
ing heavy volleys into masses of the enemy, who were coming up. 
This fresh fire from the Second Brigade soon caused the enemy to fall 
back, so that the whole line moved forward to a position which was 
easily held till the latter part of the afternoon, though occasionally 
sharp musketry fire was interchanged. While personally superintend- 
ing the advance of the First and Third Brigades to the crest previously 
referred to, and which he considered of the utmost importance, General 
Russeil was killed by a piece of shell, which passed through his heart. 
He had just before received a bullet wound in the left breast, but had 
not mentioned this to any of his staff, continuing to urge forward his 
troops. In this advance Capt. A. M. Tyler, commissary of musters of 
the division, was severely wounded in the hand while leading the 
Thirty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, belonging to the Third 
Brigade. 

On the death of General Russell, Brig. Gen. Emory Upton assumed 
command, by order of Maj. Gen. H. G. Wright, but there being neces- 
sarily some delay in giving information of General Russell’s death to 
General Wright, and transmitting the order of General Wright to 
General Upton to take command, Col. O. Edwards superintended the 
movements of his own and the First Brigade, carrying out the design 
of General Russell, which he did, fighting his troops with great gal- 
lantry and coolness. The formation of the division after the engage- 
ment of the morning, being from left to right—Third Brigade, First 
Brigade, Second Brigade—the left resting near the house on or near 
the pike, the right brigade crotcheted to the rear and one regiment on 
its right at right angles, making a connection with the general live of 
the Nineteenth Corps, Brigadier-General Grover’s division, though in 
advance of it some 150 yards. At 4 p.m., the enemy having been 
routed on the right by the charge of General Crook’s troops, moved 
down in some contusion along the front of the Nineteenth Corps, and 
that of the Second Brigade. This being observed, General Upton 
ordered the right regiment, mentioned above, to move forward double- 
quick toa crest some 200 yards in advance, which it did under an 
annoying musketry fire; from this crest a well-directed fire on the 
enemy caused him to continue his flight in still greater confusion than 
before. The remainder of this brigade was then swung round and for- 
warded, the left being the pivot, and a connection was formed with 
General Crook’s command, Col. George D. Wells’ brigade, when a general 
advance was made from crest to crest, the enemy giving way without 
Serious opposition. During this general advance, Brigadier-General 
Upton was wounded by a shell while urging forward the troops. The 
command then devolved upon Col. O. Edwards, Thirty-seventh Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers, under whose superintendence the division made 
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its final forward movement, carrying the last crest contested for by the 
enemy. At dark the division bivouacked on the east side of Win- 
chester. 

The death of Brig. Gen. D. A. Russell, and the absence of Brig. Gen. 
E, Upton, on account of his wound, renders it necessary that this report 
should be submitted by the undersigned. 

The reports of brigade commanders, with their lists of casualties, 
together with a consolidated list, is herewith transmitted.* 

It is not inappropriate before concluding this report to refer to the 
blameless life and noble death of the late commander of this division. 
General Russell had the entire confidence of his officers and men; there 
was not a single exception. He had won their respect and confidence 
by an unselfish life, devoted to no other interest but that of his country. 
His death will long be regretted by them. To his nearer friends Gen- 
eral Russell’s life will always be remembered with affection, his death 
most deeply mourned. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY R. DALTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
Maj. C. A. WHITTIER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Sixth Corps. 


No. 14. 


Reports of Capt. Baldwin Hufty, Fourth New Jersey Infantry, com- 
manding First Brigade, of operations August 10-October 15 and Octo- 
ber 19. 


HDQRS. FIRST BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS, 
October 25, 1864. 

Sir: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 56, headquarters Middle 
Military Division, October 15, 1864, I have the honor to forward the 
following report of the operations of this brigade from the organization 
of the Middle Military Division: 

On the 10th day of August the brigade took up the line of march 
from Bolivar Heights, passing through Charlestown, Va., leaving Win- 
chester to the right, and taking the road to Strasburg, which place we 
reached on the morning of August 13. On the 14th day of August 
the brigade was ordered to the support of the skirmish line, which ad- 
vanced in the course of the afternoon, driving the rebel skirmishers 
before it, but not requiring any assistance from the brigade. On the 
morning of the 15th the whole of the brigade was deployed as skirmish- 
ers, occupying anextendedline. A portion of the line was advanced in 
the morning, driving the rebel skirmish line beyond the town of Stras- 
burg. The advanced line was afterward withdrawn to its original 
position. In the afternoon the enemy made a determined attack upon 
our lines; succeeded in pushing us back 300 yards. The men were, 
however, easily rallied, returned to the attack, and regained their old 
position, which we were successful in holding the remainder of the 
afternoon in spite of the efforts of the enemy to dislodge us. On the 
night of the 16th our brigade was withdrawn from its advanced posi- 
tion, and with the balance of the army took up the march for Winches- 


* Embodied in table, p. 112. 
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ter, which place we reached soon after daylight the next morning. 
Upon arriving at Winchester, Colonel Penrose, commanding brigade, 
received an order for the brigade to remain at Winchester, and to 
report to General Torbert, chief of cavalry, for orders. Colonel Pen- 
rose was ordered by General Torbert to place his brigade in position 
on the southwest of the town, covering all the roads leading to the 
place—the Fifteenth New Jersey Regiment was placed in position on 
the right of the line and crossing the Martinsburg pike, the Fourth 
New Jersey Regiment in reserve and in the center, the Tenth New 
Jersey. Regiment on the left and crossing the Front Royal pike, the 
front of our line extending for a distance of two miles. Our line was 
well protected by the nature of the country, stone walls, &e. About 
two o’clock in the afternoon the cavalry, which had been engaging the 
enemy during the morning, were driven in.. Soon after the enemy 
advanced a line of dismounted cavalry upon the right of our line, 
where the Fifteenth New Jersey Volunteers and a portion of the 
Fourth New Jersey Volunteers were in position. The attack was easily 
repulsed. The enemy kept up a desultory fire during the greater part 
of the afternoon, but without inflicting any great injury upon our 
troops. All the afternoon largecolumns of the enemy could be seen moy- 
ing both to ourright and left, evidently forming for an attack, nor were 
we deceived in their movements, for at about 5 o’clock in the afternoon 
they commenced the attack with great vigor, both on our right and left 
simultaneously. The advance of the rebel line was made in such over- 
whelming numbers that we were forced back, after a strong resistance. 
The right of the line, consisting of the Fifteenth New Jersey Volun- 
teers and a portion of the Fourth New Jersey Volunteers, was cut off 
from the left and forced to retire by the way of Martinsburg pike. 
The left, consisting of the Tenth New Jersey Volunteers and the 
balance of the Fourth New Jersey Volunteers, retired by the way of 
the Berryville pike. During this part of the movement Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tay, Tenth New Jersey Volunteers, and a portion of his com- 
mand were captured. The portion of the brigade ou the right of the 
line rallied and covered the approach to the town until the artillery, 
attached to the cavalry command, could be removed. 

On the 18th of August we marched to Charlestown, and went into 
camp. On the 21st of the month the enemy appeared in our front, 
made an attack on our skirmish line, but did not succeed in dislodging 
it. The same night we retired from Charlestown, and arrived at Hall- 
town the next morning, where we took up position. We remained in 
that position until the 28th of the month, when we marched to Clifton, 
pe we remained quietly in camp until the morning of the 19th 
instant. 

On the 19th and 22d instant [ultimo], we were engaged in the bat- 
tles of the Opequon and Fisher’s Hill, a report of which has already 
been forwarded by Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, at that time com- 
manding brigade. A copy accompanies this report.* After the battle 
of Visher’s Hill we followed the retreating army up the Valley, skir- 
mishing with them almost daily. On the 25th instant [ultimo], we 
reached Harrisonburg, where we remained quietly in camp (with the 
exception of marching to Mount Crawford one day and back the next) 
until the 6th of October, when we commenced our retrograde movement 
down the Valley, arriving at Strasburg on the 8th instant. On the 
10th instant the command marched to Front Royal, where we remained 


*See p. 168. 
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until the 13th instant, when we marched in the direction of Ashby’s 
Gap. We remained at Millwood until the next morning, when we 
marched back and rejoined the army near Middletown. 

Respectfally submitted. 

BALDWIN HUFTY, 
Captain, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. 8S. W. RUSSELL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hpgrs. Frrst Bric., First Drv., Srxrn Army Corps, 
October 25, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: Ihave the honor to forward the following report of the 
part taken by this brigade in the action of the 19th instant. 

On the morning of the 19th of October the enemy commenced an attack 
upon the extreme left of our lines. At the first alarm the brigade was 
quickly out and under arms, and immediately afterward received an 
order from Brigadier-General Wheaton, commanding the division, to 
move across the creek, on our left, and form in line of battle on a high 
hill, on the opposite side of the stream, to support the Eighth Corps, 
which had been heavily attacked. Before we could execute the move- 
ment the order was countermanded and we recrossed the creek and 
took up position a considerable distance to the rear and left of our 
former camp. The line was formed in the following order: Fourth 
New Jersey Volunteers on the right, Tenth New Jersey Volunteers in 
the center, and Fifteenth New Jersey Volunteers on the left. We had 
been in line but a short time when some of the troops on our right sup- 
porting the batteries began to give way in considerable disorder, desert- 
ing the guns, which they had been placed there to protect. Colonel 
Penrose immediately changed front to rear with his brigade and moved 
up to the support of the batteries. It was at this time that he was 
wounded and obliged to leave the field. The command then devolved 
upon Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, who was soon after wounded, 
and the gallant Major Boeman, commanding Tenth New Jersey Vol- 
unteers, killed, while endeavoring to save a piece of artillery, which 
had been captured by the enemy. At this time we received an order 
from Brigadier-General Wheaton to move to the rear by the right of 
battalions. We fell back slowly and took up position on a crest about 
300 yards to the rear of our former position. A few moments after we 
had taken up position on the crest spoken of we were ordered to move 
still farther to the rear, which we did, and took up a line about 2,000 
yards beyond. After we had reformed our lines the order to continue 
our movement to the rear was received. We fell back in good order 
for about two miles, when we were faced about and advanced a mile, 
We formed in line in a woods to the right of the Third Division, and 
with the One hundred and twenty-first New York formed second line 
of our corps, and in rear of a portion of the division. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Oleott, Second Brigade, was assigned to the command of that 
line. We remained in this position until 3 o0’clock in the afternoon. 
At that time we moved forward under a heavy fire of artillery and 
musketry, and gained a crest about 400 yards in advance of the woods, 
driving the enemy in disorder from it. The brigade halted under the 
erest for nearly half an hour, owing to the troops on the left not coming 
up. While in this position we were subject to a most galling fire from 
both artillery and musketry. As soon as the troops on our left com- 
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menced to advance, or rather prepared tu advance, our brigade, together 
with the Second Brigade, was pushed forward with alacrity, leaving 
the troops on our right and left far in the rear. The enemy broke in 
confusion and scattered in all directions. We did not allow them time 
to reform, but followed them so closely that they were able to make 
but trifling resistance. At dark the enemy were driven from the field, 
and we occupied the camps we had been forced to abandon in the 
morning. : 
Out of 28 officers and 598 enlisted men, which we took in the action, 
we lost in killed, wounded, and missing 10 [11] officers and 154 enlisted 


men. 
BALDWIN HUFTY, 
Captain, Commanding Brigade. 


[Capt. S. W. RUSSELL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.| 


No. 15. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Edward L. Campbell, Fifteenth New Jersey Infan- 
try, commanding First Brigade, of operations September 19-22. 


Hogrs. First Bric., First Diy., SixtH ARMY CORPS, 
September 26, 1864. 


Srr: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
of this command during the late engagements at the Opequon and 
Fisher’s Hill on the 19th, 21st, and 22d instant: 

Immediately upon arriving in front of the enemy’s position near the 
Opequon the command was formed in reserve in rear of the left of the 
Third Division, Sixth Corps, with orders to advance by the left of bat- 
talions to the front in such direction that the right of the brigade, when 
wheeled into line, would rest upon the Berryville turnpike, keeping 
about 300 yards in rear of the line in front. Went forward from this 
position with the general advance at about 12m. After passing over 
a wooded hill and moving out upon the open ground a considerable 
fire of artillery and infantry was encountered, and seeing the Third 
Brigade, on my left, forming line I also wheeled into line of battle and 
moved forward in this manner, inclining to the right until my center 
moved along the turnpike, the Third Brigade having in its formation 
covered half of my front. After advancing a few hundred yards 
farther the front lines, which had apparently carried the enemy’s posi- 
tion, began to give way, being evidently pushed back by a strong force 
of the enemy. I pushed my command forward rapidly in order to gain 
the crest of a hill beyond a ravine before the enemy and check him at 
that point, but seeing the Third Brigade on my left halt, and retire a 
little to higher ground, I also halted my left, extending through the 
ravine mentioned above, which here curved sharp to the rear. At this 
time I received an order from General Getty, commanding Second 
Division, to detach my right battalion and send it forward in the front 
lines to drive the enemy from a corn-field through which he was 
advancing. The Fifteenth New Jersey was quickly moved forward 
across the ravine to the crest of the other side. Here it was halted 
(everything having given away to the right and left), with orders to 
hold the enemy as long as possible. The retiring front lines crowded 
into the ravine and came in such dense unorganized masses upon the 
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front of my remaining two battalions that it was with the utmost diffi. 
culty they were arrested. Very nearly all, however, were prevented 
from going to the rear, and by the assistance of their own officers 
moved forward again at the next advance. At this time I received an 
order from the late General Russell to move to the right and form on 
the brow of the hill on the left of the Third Brigade, which had been 
moved from my left and formed a short distance on my right. This 
was probably the last order issued by our late dearly loved and deeply 
lamented division commander. The movement was executed, and fire 
immediately opened upon the enemy, who was moving forward on the 
hill beyond the ravine. The advance of the enemy being checked, the 
line was immediately pushed forward to the top of the hill beyond the 
ravine, my left resting at a dwelling-house on the right of the turn- 
pike. From twenty to thirty prisoners were taken here by the Tenth 
New Jersey Volunteers. 

The position being good here I remained waiting for further orders, 
organizing my line, and endeavoring to form a second line of troops 
which had been pushed forward in its, front. About half an hour after- 
ward, by order of General Upton, then in command of the division, my 
line was pushed rapidly across the next field to the edge of a corn-field 
on still higher ground, the enemy retiring readily before a sharp file 
fire. Here my command remained for some time and until the final 
advance in the afternoon. The Fifteenth New Jersey, which was 
detached by order of General Getty, as above stated, held its position 
until attacked in flank by the enemy moving down the ravine to its 
right, when it retired, moving around the left of the reserve line and 
reforming close in the rear. It was now, by direction of Colonel Ed- 
wards, commanding Third Brigade, placed on the right of his brigade 
to fill an interval between it and the Second Brigade, where it remained 
during the remainder of the action, taking an efficient and creditable 
part in the final advance and taking quite a number of prisoners. 
Toward evening a general advance was ordered, and my command, 
being thoroughly reformed, moved steadily forward until, the enemy 
having been entirely driven from the field, it was encamped for the 
night on the south side of the town of Winchester. 

On the 21st instant this command again came in contact with the 
enemy at Fisher’s Hill. The brigade was first formed in two lines, by 
order of General Wheaton, commanding division, with the right resting 
on the Manassas Gap Railroad, connecting with the Second Division, 
and the left connecting with the Second Brigade, First Division, where 
it remained until about 1.30 a. m.on the morning of the 22d, nothing 
haying occurred beyond sharp skirmishing in front. It was then 
moved off to the right on a high wooded hill to reform a connection 
with the Second Division, which had moved to the right early in the 
evening of the day previous. Here it was intrenched, and remained in 
position until some time in the afternoon, the skirmishers being warmly 
engaged and driving those of the enemy. About 3 p.m, T was ordered 
to move forward, conforming my movements to those of the Second 
Division, on the right, which was about to advance. The movement 
was continued until the evemy’s.skirmishers were entirely driven in 
and we encountered the fire of his artillery, when the Second Division 
halted, and my command was also halted. A deep ravine, with a diffi- 
cult ascent upon the enemy’s side, now only separated us from his works, 
which ran along the declivity and around the angle of the opposite hill 
in my immediate front, hidden by a wood which entirely masked his 


artillery. 
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After lying in this position for about an hour General Wheaton, 
commanding division, directed me to push forward a skirmish line and 
advance upon the enemy’s position with my front line, without regard 
to the Second Division. A detachment of the Tenth New Jersey, un- 
der Lieutenants Wilson and Pine, was immediately deployed in front 
of the first line, formed by the Fourth New Jersey, Captain Hutty, and 
Captain Paul, acting assistant adjutant-general, charged with their 
direction. At the command the troops moved forward with alacrity, 
the Second Brigade being abreast on the left and the Second Division 
coming up promptly on the right. So rapidly did the men dash up the 
hill that the enemy had no time to reload their pieces, after the first 
discharge, before our men were upon them, and receiving a heavy fire 
they broke and fled in utter confusion, leaving their artillery, which 
was promptly prevented from getting away by our skirmishers, who 
were led by Captain Paul, into the earth-works, close upon the enemy’s 
heels. Here, in accordance with directions previously received, I en- 
deavored to halt and reform, but so eager were the men to pursue the 
flying enemy, who were scattered thickly over the ground to the front 
in full sight, that it was impossible to check them. We, therefore, 
pushed forward in pursuit until dark, taking quite a number of prison- 
ers. The enemy made two feeble attempts to rally, but in vain. The 
rear-lines coming up, my command was formed, by direction of General 
Wheaton, upon the right of the turnpike, and allowed a short time to 
get their supper before commencing the farther pursuit, which lasted 
all night. 

The casualties of this command on the 19th, 21st, and 22d instant 
amounted to 8 officers and 100 enlisted men killed and wounded. or 
about one-fourth of the officers and one fifth of the men composing tire 
fighting force. A full list accompanies this report.* 

During the operations above reported my whole command behaved 
entirely to my satisfaction, and where all did so well it is a delicate 
duty to name individuals. I cannot, however, neglect to make special 
mention of Captain Paul for promptly leading the skirmishers into the 
enemy’s works, thus preventing the escape and securing the capture of 
the artillery, and also Captain Hufty, commanding Fourth New Jersey 
Volunteers, for the rapid and determined manner in which he moved 
ae PODS upon the enemy’s position, securing their hasty and total 

efeat. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

f E. L. CAMPBELL, 
Lieut. Col. Fifteenth New Jersey Vols., in command of brigade. 
Major Dauron, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADDENDA. 


x 7 ot Ia or] ~ x 
Pua RaL ano . pars. Ist Bric., 1st Dry., 6TH A. C., 
ANOS AU. ) September 27, 1804. 
I take pleasure in congratulating the officers and men of this com- 
mand upon the highly honorable and successful part they have taken 


in the recent engagement at the Opequon and Fisher’s Hill on the 19th, 
21st, and 22d instant. 
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ing, drove him from his position, taking quite a number of prisoners. 
The Fifteenth, when ordered to support the front lines, then giving 
way, moved gallantly forward, took and held their position until every- 
thing had given way to the right and left and they were attacked in 
flank. Being forced from its position it promptly closed in rear of the 
reserve line then engaged, retook its position in the front line, being 
second to none in the final charge, which swept the enemy from the field, 
losing heavily and capturing a number of prisoners. 

At Fisher’s Hill much credit is due to the Fifteenth and a detachment 
of the Tenth for their determined and excellent skirmishing on the 21st 
and the morning of the 22d. The prompt manner in which the skirmish 
details just relieved assembled and formed for action in the midst of 
the engagement of the 22d was exceedingly gratifying. It fell to the 
lot of the Fourth, under Captain Hufty, forming the front line, and 
skirmish line of the Tenth, under Lieutenants Wilson and Pine, to 
crown the victory of the 22d. Prompt at the word of command they 
dashed impetuously forward, very first in the charge, first in the enemy’s 
works, capturing his artillery, first everywhere, and, finally, the first re- 
organized command after the battle was over. 

The command has behaved entirely to my satisfaction, and where all 
did so well it is a delicate duty to name individuals, but I cannot neg- 
lect to tender my thanks to Major Boeman, commanding Tenth, and 
Captain Hufty, commanding Fourth, and Captain Cornish, command- 
ing Fifteenth, for their untiring energy, and the praiseworthy manner 
in which their commands were maneuvered; also Captain Paul and 
Captain Tunis, of the brigade staff, for their active promptness in the 
execution of all orders regardless of personal danger, and their essential 
assistance in the management of the command. 

Again we mourn the loss of our best and bravest, but do not forget 
that your valor has erected to their memory a monument more endur- 
ing than any ever built of brass or marble. 

I regret to know that each battalion has a few skulkers. Let them 
receive prompt punishment from their officers and the scorn and con- 


tempt of their comrades. 
E. L. CAMPBELL, 


Lieut. Col. Fifteenth New Jersey Vols., in command of brigade. 


No. 16. 


Report of Capt. Baldwin Hufty, Fourth New Jersey Infantry, of oper- 
ations August 7-October 18. 


HEADQUARTERS FourtTH NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS, 
October 18, 1864. 


Sir: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 56, headquarters Middle 
Military Division, October 15, 1864, I have the honor to make the fol- 
lowing report of the operations of this regiment from the organization 
of the Middle Military Division up to the 18th instant: , 

On the 7th of August the army was in camp outside of Bolivar 
Heights, nothing of interest occurring until the 10th, when the regiment 
broke camp, taking the road through Charlestown, and camped about 4 
p.m. August 11, left Winchester to the right and camped at 6 p. m. 
August 12, marched through Newtown and Middletown; camped near 
Cedar Creek. August13, crossed Cedar Creek and camped about half a 
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mile from Strasburg, but in the evening recrossed the creek. August 
14, the regiment, in company with the rest of the brigade, were detailed 
to support the skifmish line, which was advanced, driving the skirmish 
line of the enemy before it, but not requiring our assistance were not 
called into action. In the evening a portion of the regiment were 
detailed as pickets. August 15, the regiment was formed on the 
skirmish line, the left connecting with the Tenth Regiment. About 3 
p. m. the enemy made a determined attack on the line to the left of the 
position held by the Fourth, but a few shots sent them under cover of 
the woods, and no further disturbance occurred in front of the Fourth. 
August 16, remained on picket during the day. At 9 p.m. withdrew 
the line and, taking the Winchester pike, marched all night. August 
17, fought first battle of Winchester, a report of which accompanies 
this: 

Report of first battle of Winchester.—The brigade having been detailed 
to support the cavalry, under General Torbert, which covered the rear of 
the army, the Fifteenth Regiment was deployed, covering the Winchester 
pike. The Tenth Regiment deployed on the left, and the Fourth in the 
center, covering one or two small roads, the command well protected by 
stone walls, trees, &c. In the meantime the cavalry had been skirmishing 
and resisting the advance of the enemy, and about 3 p. m. made their 
appearance in front of the brigade. An attack was immediately made 
on the skirmish line of the Fifteenth Regiment, extending to the right 
of the Fourth, and soon afterward the whole line became engaged. 
During the afternoon a heavy column of the enemy was observed 
deploying along our whole front, betokening an assault on our position. 
Just before dusk our anticipations were realized, and an advance of the 
rebel lines was made in such numbers we were forced back after a 
strong resistance, and our flank becoming exposed to an enfilading 
fire rendered it necessary to retire. The left of the Fourth and the 
Tenth had also received the attack, forcing them to withdraw, and in 
their efforts to escape a large number were captured. After strong 
efforts a portion of the brigade was rallied and covered the approach 
to the town of Winchester until the artillery was withdrawn. The 
whole command then fell back. Our loss in the affair was 2 men 
wounded, 1 officer and 37 men missing. 

August 18, marched to Charlestown and camped. August 19 and 20, 
remained in camp, a portion of the regiment on picket. August 21, the 
eneiny made an attack on our position but their efforts were repulsed. 
The regiment was not called into action except the portion which was 
on picket and which was skirmishing al! day; at midnight withdrew. 
August 22, formed line at Halltown. August 23 to 27, nothing of 
interest occurred. Angust 28, marched to Charlestown. August 29 to 
September 2, remained in camp. September 3, marched to Clifton and 
camped, September 4, a demonstration made by the rebels on our front, 
but did not result in anything. September 5 to 18, remained in camp 
engaged in usual camp duties. September 19 to 22, fought battles of 
Winchester or Opequon and Strasburg. September 23, pursued the 
rebels through Mount Jackson and New Market, following them closely 
all day. September 25, the regiment was detailed as skirmishers and 
advanced as such as far as Harrisonburg, where it went into camp. No 
resistance was made to our advance, they (the enemy) having taken a 
road to the left toward the mountains. September 26, 27, 28, remained 
Incamp. September 29, marched to Mount Crawford. September 30 
returned to Harrisonburg. 
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October 1 to 5, remained in camp. October 6, marched beyond New 
Market toward Mount Jackson. October 7, marched beyond Wood- 
stock and encamped. October 8, marched to Strasburg and encamped. 
October 9, remained. October 10, marched to Front Royal. 

Respectfully, yours, 
BALDWIN HUFTY, 
Captain, Fourth Regiment New Jersey Volunteers, Commanding. 


Capt. C. R. Pau, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., First Div., Sixth Corps. 


No. 17. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Emory Upton, U. 8. Army, commanding Second 
Brigade, of operations September 19. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, 
September 19, 1864. 


Maysor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper- 
ations of the,Second Brigade while under my command in the battle of 
the Opequon, September 19, 1864: 

The brigade broke camp at 3 a. m., crossed the Opequon at 8 a. m. 
near the Berryville pike, continued the march about two miles, when it 
was halted on the left of the pike, and held in reserve. At twenty min- 
utes to 12 I was directed to move to the front, keeping within support- 
ing distance of the troops engaged. The movement was made in two 
lines—the Second Connecticut Heavy Artillery leading and moving by 
the left of wing, the One hundred and twenty-first New York followed 
the right and the Sixty-fifth New York the left wing, both regiments 
moving by the left flank. After marching about half a mile, the troops on 
the right of the pike gave way. Line was immediately formed, and soon 
after Lieutenanf-Colonel Kent gave me the order to move the brigade 
to the right. The brigade was faced to the right and marched across 
the pike into a narrow belt of timber, where the second line was 
halted and faced to the front. The Second Connecticut continued 
the march, inclining to the right, making our line oblique to that upon 
which the enemy was advancing. Bayonets were fixed and instruc- 
tions given not to fire until within close range. he enemy’s left, 
extending far beyond our right, advanced till within 200 yards of our 
line, when a brisk flank fire was opened by the One hundred and 
twenty-first New York and Sixty-fifth New York, causing him to retire 
in great disorder. The Second Connecticut immediately moved for- 
ward and opened fire. The whole line then advanced, driving the 
enemy and inflicting a heavy loss in killed and wounded. The brigade 
was halted at the edge of the wood, which position it held till the 
attack was renewed in the afternoon. The brigade during this con- 
test behaved with great steadiness, moved into position under fire, 
received the enemy with a cool and well-directed fire, and then advanc- 
ing, regained the ground previously lost. On the left of the brigade 
the Thirty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers rendered invaluable serv- 
ice in supporting Stevens’ battery. At the moment the brigade halted 
Major Dalton informed me of the death of General Russell, and that 
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the command of the division devolved upon me. I, therefore, turned 
over the brigade to Col. J. EB. Hamblin, Sixty-fifth New York Volun- 
teers. 

I ery respectfully, your obedient servant, j 

epee lal BE. UPTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Henry R. DALTON, sapabe) : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, Sixth Corps. 


No. 18. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Egbert Olcott, One hundred and twenty-first New 
York Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, of operations October 19. 


Hpers. SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS, 
October 23, 1864. 


Capt. S. W. RUSSELL, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, Sixth Corps: 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to forward the accompanying report of 
the part taken by this brigade in the engagement of the 19th instant. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. OLCOTT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel 121st New York State Vols., Comdg. Brigade. 


Report of the part taken by the Second Brigade, First Division, Sixth 
Corps, in the engagement of October 19, 1864: 

The brigade, commanded. by Col. Joseph E. Hamblin, Sixty-fifth New 
York State Volunteers, was under arms at daylight. As the firing on 
the left increased, the brigade was placed in line facing to'the rear, to 
the left of the First Brigade, on what is called the Hite road. This 
road is parallel to and about 400 yards in rear of the camp the brigade 
had occupied. The line was formed in the followin® order from the 
right: Second Connecticut Heavy Artillery, One hundred and twenty- 
first New York State Volunteers, Sixty-fifth New York Volunteers, and 
Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers. There was an interval of 200 or 
300 yards between the brigade and the troops on the left. These troops 
were supposed at the time to be a part of the Second Division; but a 
staff officer at corps headquarters says that there was a brigade of the 
Nineteenth Corps between the First and Second Divisions, and Gen- 
eral Dwight, of the Nineteenth Corps, thinks a portion of the Eighth 
Corps occupied that position. The brigade had been in line but a short 
time on the said road, when it was ordered to move to the rear by the 
right of battalions. The movement, however, had hardly commenced, 
the Second Connecticut not having moved at all, when the line was 
reformed in the road, but this time without the One hundred and 
twenty-first New York, which regiment was placed behind a slight 
crest about 100 yards from the road and at an angle of 40 degrees 
with it, the right of the regiment being refused. During this move- 
ment the troops on the left had retreated or been withdrawn. The 
brigade was attacked in this position. The attack, however, made no 
impression upon the line. The enemy were forced to halt and a heavy 
fire was kept up between the lines for nearly thirty minutes. It was 
during this time that Lieutenant-Colonel Higinbotham, Sixty-fifth 
New York Volunteers, and Captain Hosford, Second Connecticut, were 
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killed; and Captain Roome, assistant adjutant-general, Colonel Ham- 
blin and Lieutenant Byrnes, Sixty-fifth New York; Colonel Mackenzie, 
Captain Fenn, Lieutenant Sanford, and Lieutenant Gregory, Second 
Connecticut; Captain Douw, Captain Burrell, and Lieutenant Johnson, 
One hundred and twenty-first, New York, and Lieutenant Simpson and 
Lieutenant Russell, battalion Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
were wounded. 

The troops on the right, being hard pressed, were ordered to retire, 
and this brigade was ordered to conform to their movements, to fall 
back slowly and take up a position on a crest a few hundred yards to 
the rear. But, in the meantime, the enemy had discovered and taken 
advantage of the gap on the left, and had succeeded in placing himself 
directly on the left flank of the brigade and not 200 yards from it. The 
brigade was, therefore, obliged to move rapidly to the rear. As soon, 
however, as it had been extricated from this position, a new line was 
formed, about 1,500 yards from the first and at nearly right angles to 
it. Here the brigade remained some time, the command falling upon 
Colonel Mackenzie, Colonel Hamblin being obliged to go to the rear on 
account of his wound. 4 

The order to retreat still farther being given, the Second Connecticut 
and One hundred and twenty-first New York were deployed as skir- 
mishers, with instructions to retire slowly, from crest to crest, holding 
the enemy in check if he advanced, the Sixty-fifth New York and Ninety- 
fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers marching with the division. The brigade 
retired in this manner more than a mile, when it was faced about and 
advanced nearly the same distance and formed in two lines in a wood 
to the right of the Third Division in the following order from the left: 
first line, Sixty-fifth New York, Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
and eight companies Second Connecticut; second line, One hundred and 
twenty-first New York, two companies Second Connecticut, and First 
Brigade. The brigade remained in this position twoorthreehours. Col- 
onel Mackenzie, though wounded, assumed command of tlie first line; 
Lientenant-Colonel Olcott, One hundred and twenty-first New York, 
was directed by General Wheaton to take command of the second, 
including the First Brigade. The order to advance was given between 
3 and 4 o'clock. The first line moved gallantly to the edge of the wood, 
then meeting a galling fire, it hesitated, but, inspired by the noble 
bravery and example of Colonel Mackenzie, it pressed forward to a 
crest some 150 yards in front. It appearing unable to advance farther, 
and in some danger of being forced back, Lieutenant-Colonel Olcott, 
agreeably to instructions from General Wheaton, charged with the 
second line. The two lines joined in the charge, and drove the enemy 
from a commanding crest 400 or 500 yards in advance. In this charge 
Colonel Mackenzie, while in front of his men, was again wounded and 
taken off the field. The command then fell to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Olcott. The brigade was forced to halt upon the crest on account of 
the Third Division breaking, leaving nothing on its left flank. While 
the Third Division was being reformed behind a stone wall some 300 
yards to the rear the brigade was exposed to a most severe artillery 
and infantry fire, but firmly held the position (which appeared to be the 
key to the whole line) for full half an hour, and until, in fact, the troops 
on the left could again be prepared to charge. General Wheaton, in 
the meantime, directed that as soon as the left advanced the line should 
press forward. No sooner, therefore, did the Third Division show any 
sign of a movement than the brigade was ordered forward. It obeyed 
without a moment’s hesitation. From the fact that the brigade was 
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some 300 or 400 yards in advance of the Third Division, on the left, and 
on account of the slowness of the Nineteenth Corps, on the right, it led 
the charge. The enemy broke in confusion before this advance, and were 
followed so vigorously that they failed to reform or to offer any serious 
resistance. At sundown, the enemy having been driven across Cedar 
Creek, the brigade was ordered to the camp it left in the morning. 

In this engagement Lieutenant Tucker, One hundred and twenty- 
first New York, was killed; and Colonel Mackenzie, Captain Burnham, 
Lieutenant Smith, and Lieutenant Snowden, Second Connecticut; 
Major Galpin and Acting Lieutenant Howland, One hundred and 
twenty-first New York, and Lieutenant Burns, battalion Ninety-sixth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, were wounded. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the officers of this command for 
their self-sacrificing bravery. Captain Roome, assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, who was wounded early in the action, and Lieutenant Cleveland, 
acting assistant inspector-general, for their efficiency, deserve special 
mention. 

Out of forty seven officers who went into action twenty were killed 
or wounded. Out of thirteen mounted officers, eleven had their horses 
shot. 

A company of the Second Connecticut, on picket at Mine Bank Ford, 
were surrounded and taken prisoners in the morning. No fault has 
been found with the officer commanding the company. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, E. OLCOTT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel 121st New York State Vols., Comdg. Brigade. 


Statement of Casualties, 
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No. 19. 


Report of Col. Joseph E. Hamblin, Sixty-jfifth New York Infantry, 
commanding Second Brigade, of operations September 19-25. 


Hpgrs. SECOND BRIGADE, First Division, SrxtH Corps, 
. September 30, 1864. 

MaAsor: In compliance with orders, headquarters Sixth Corps, Sep- 
tember 26, 1864, I have the honor to report the following operations of 
the Second Brigade, while under my command, in the battles of Win- 
poe age Va., September 19, 1864, and Fisher’s Hill, Va., September 22, 

At the battle of Winchester, September 19, this brigade was held in 
reserve until about 11 a. m., when it was led into action by Brig. Gen. 
E. Upton, commanding. A few volleys at short range repulsed the 
advance of the enemy, and we covered, in a single line, all that was 
possible of the interval between the right of the First Brigade, First 
Division, Sixth Corps, and the left of the Nineteenth Corps. About 
12.30 p. m. Brig. Gen. E. Upton was called to command of the First 
Division, and the command of the Second Brigade devolved upon 
myself. At this time the Second Connecticut Heavy Artillery Volun- 
teers was in line on the right, distant about 300 yards from the left of 
the Nineteenth Corps, the Sixty-fifth New York State Volunteers on 
the left, with an interval of about seventy-five yards between its right 
and the left of Second Connecticut. The One hundred and twenty- 
first New York State Volunteers had been detached by General Upton 
and moved some distance to the left. I did not see this regiment again 
until near the close of the action. The Ninety-fifth and Ninety-sixth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers were in the rear guarding the trains. About 
4 p. m., Subsequent to the advance of General Crook’s command on the 
right, the Second Connecticut Volunteer Artillery moved forward 
toward a piece of woods about 300 yards distant, occupied by the 
enemy. The movement was immediately followed by the Sixty-fifth 
New York State Volunteers and taken up along the whole line to the 
left. After crossing the field the troops were halted, reformed, two 
companies of the Second Connecticut sent forward through a small 
copse of woods in front, immediately followed by the whole line to the 
farther edge of the woods. From this point the open country stretched 
away to Winchester, the field commanded by the enemy’s artillery, well 
served. We again moved forward, changing direction to the left, while 
advancing under a heavy fire of shell and canister. Here Maj. James 
Q. Rice, Second Connecticut Volunteer Heavy Artillery, an officer of 
high character and great gallantry, was killed, and Major Skinner, 
same regiment, wounded. While yet 500 yards distant from the enemy’s 
guns, they were charged in flank by our cavalry, and the action of this 
day concluded, save an occasional shot from Winchester Heights as 
our forces advanced to the railroad, where we arrived about sundown, 
subsequently moving into camp on the left of Winchester. The loss of 
the brigade in this action was—killed, 3 officers and 24 enlisted men; 
total, 27; wounded, 11 officers and 152 enlisted men; total, 163. Aggre- 
gate, 14 officers and 176 enlisted men; total, 190. le 

On the 2ist instant this brigade left its camp on the right of the 
pike, about two miles from Cedar Creek, and moved under cover of 
timber to a position beyond the right of the Nineteenth Corps, about 
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one mile and a half to right of Strasburg, opposite the extreme left of 
the enemy’s intrenched position. The Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, skirmishing, led the advance. The brigade took position in 
two lines on a commanding crest, screened by a thin skirt of timber, 
the One hundred and twenty-first New York Volunteers, with Second 
Connecticut on its right, in front line, connecting with First Brigade 
on ‘the right, the Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, with Sixty- 
fifth New York Volunteers on its right, in second line. Two hundred 
of the Second Connecticut Volunteers, thrown forward, under com- 
mand of Lieut. Col. James Hubbard, corps officer of the day, engaged 
the enemy’s picket-line. They were relieved at dusk by the Sixty- 
fifth New York State Volunteers, who remained on this duty after 
the corps had changed its position, and were not relieved in time 
to join the brigade until after the charge of the following day. About 
11 o’clock at night the command, following the movements of the First 
Brigade, marched by the right flank, about one mile to the right, tak- 
ing position, as before, in two lines, and immediately throwing up 
breast-works, the Nineteenth Corps connecting with our left at 5 a. m. 
About 3 p. m. the line advanced, conforming its movements to those of 
the First Brigade, on the right, changed direction to the right, drove 
the enemy’s skirmishers from the wood in front, and took up position 
on crest bounding a deep ravine in front, forming a single line, the 
Second Connecticut on right, with Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers 
and One hundred and twenty-first New York State Volunteers, the 
two latter regiments forming a line refused at nearly right angles with 
the Second Connecticut, facing the railroad, leaving an interval of 400 
paces between the left of the One hundred and twenty-first New York 
Volunteers and right of Nineteenth Corps. After an hhour’s halt the 
whole line moved forward, the Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers 
and One hundred and twenty-first New York Volunteers by right flank, 
over very uneven ground, into the enemy’s works, which were carried 
without difficulty or serious loss. Reforming upon the ground lately 
occupied by the enemy, we continued the pursuit all night and the next 
day until about 5 p. m., camping near Edenburg, Va. The casualties 
in this action were—killed, 4 enlisted men; wounded, 1 officer and 27 
enlisted men; total, 32. 

The conduct of all officers and men on both occasions was mc; t com- 
mendable. The greatest trouble was the difficulty of restraining their 
enthusiasm and impatience. 

I have, in a former report, called the attention of the commanding 
general to the merits of Col. R. S. Mackenzie, commanding Second 
Connecticut Volunteer Artillery, and Capt. William P. Roome, assist- 
apt adjutant-general, whose gallantry and abilities deserve special 
notice. 

Herewith I inclose detailed reports of the parts taken in the above 
actions by the Sixty-fifth New York Volunteers, Second Connecticut 
Volunteer Heavy Artillery, One hundred and twenty-first New York 
Volunteers, and Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, also a nominal 
list of casualties. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a O. E. HAMBLIN, 
Colonel Sixty-jifth New York State Vols., Commanding Brigade. 

Maj. HENRY R. Daron, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division, Sixth Sorps. 
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No. 20. 


Report of Col. Ranald 8. Mackenzie, Second Connecticut Heavy Artillery, 
of operations September 19 and 22. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CONNECTICUT ARTILLERY, 
September 30, 1864. 

In compliance with orders from headquarters Second Brigade, First 
Division, Sixth Corps, I have the honor to report the following oper- 
ations of my command during the engagement on the Opequon, Septem- 
ber 19, 1864: 

The regiment was placed in line on the right of the brigade to_ assist 
in checking the enemy after the repulse of the Nineteenth Corps in the 
morning. Their advance was checked and the regiment moved forward 
on the right of the brigade, and took up a position in a hollow seventy-five 
yards distant from the right of Sixty-fifth New York, and the right about 
300 yards distant from the left of the Nineteenth Corps. The regiment 
remained in this position, about 400 yards from the enemy, until the 
advance of General Crook in the afternoon, when it advanced across 
the open field in front, being about 600 yards distant from General 
Crook’s left, the left being followed by the Sixty-fifth New York. When 
the line had crossed the open field it was halted, fire was opened to the 
front, and the right wing of the regiment faced to the right, filed to the 
left and opened fire to clear the front of troops on the left; here the left. 
of the line came in close connection with the right of theregiment. Two 
companies were then sent forward to occupy the copse of woods at a 
point about 400 yards in advance. The rest of the regiment was then 
brought forward and placed in line parallel to its original position, 
wheeled to the left and advanced over an open field, under a heavy fire, 
principally artillery, until it reached a point opposite the right of the 
brigade, then halted, when it was faced to the left and placed on the 
right of the brigade. Here the action ended as far as the regiment is 
concerned, as the rest of the work was done by. other troops, though the 
regiment afterward advanced some distance in line. 

On the 22d instant the regiment was advanced through woods, con- 
necting on the right with the First Brigade. The enemy’s picket-line 
in the woods was driven in, and the regiment was halted for some time 
within about 400 yards of the enemy’s line, still connecting on the 
right with the First Brigade and on the left with the Ninety-fifth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers. The line was finally advanced over very 
broken ground, and after a little firing occupied the enemy’s breast- 
works, the enemy running away in confusion, followed by men of my 
regiment and other commands. The regiment became in the pursuit 
somewhat scattered, but soon got together again. There were some 
prisoners taken by the regiment in this action that I saw myself and 
one gun. Two of the companies got separated and went into the fort 
on the crest of the hill with men from other regiments, where other 
guns were taken. I refused to send men to the rear with prisoners or 
with the gun, as I considered it of more importance to have the mus- 
kets ready for future service, if necessary, than to get receipts for 
prisoners. 

In conclusion, I have the honor to state that all the officers and men 
of the regiment, who came under my notice, did well. Special credit 
is due to Majors Rice (killed) and Skinner (wounded) for promptly 
rallying several companies which were for a moment in confusion when 
the regiment first came under fire at Winchester. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hubbard also deserves great credit for coolness and gallantry through- 
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out the battles of the 19th and 22d. He was corps officer of the day, 
and was in charge of the picket-line during the engagement. Captains 
Jones, Hosford, and Fenn came particularly under my notice for cool- 
ness and control of their companies under fire. Color Corpl. Charles 
Traver distinguished himself by an extraordinary display of gallantry 
in both engagements. I also wish to mention Sergt. Maj. Frederick A. 
Lucas, Corporal Munson, of Company D, and Private O’Rourke, of 
Company B, for good conduct at Fisher’s Hill. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

RANALD 8S. MACKENZIE, 
Colonel Second Connecticut Heavy Artillery. 


No. 21. 


Reports of Capt. Henry C. Fisk, Siaty-fifth New York Infantry, of oper- 
ations September 19-22. 


Hpqrs. Sixry-FIFTH NEW YORK STATE VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Mount Crarcford, Va., September 29, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that this regiment, under com- 
mand of Col. Joseph E. Hamblin, broke camp at 3 a.m.on the 19th instant. 
Moving on the right of the Berryville and Winchester pike road we 
crossed the Opequon Creek at 8 a.m. and halted in a ravine on the left 
side of the road at 9. -About 11 a. m. moved to the front by the right 
flank, following and conforming to the movements of the Second Bat- 
talion, Second Connecticut Volunteer Heavy Artillery. Having ad- 
vanced some 600 yards, line was formed in rear of Second Battalion, 
Second Connecticut Volunteer Heavy Artillery, and on the left of the 
One hundred and twenty-first New York Volunteers. We were then 
moved rapidly across the road by the right flank and halted in an open 
wood, the Second Connecticut Volunteer Heavy Artillery moving still 
farther to the right and forming on the right of the Sixty-fifth New 
York Volunteers. The enemy soon appeared in force. The order to 
commence firing being given, a few volleys at short range caused them 
to retire in confusion. An advance of some 200 yards followed imme- 
diately, during which thirteen prisoners were taken. We were halted 
in the edge of the wood and ordered to lie down. About 12 m. Colonel 
Hamblin was called to take command of the brigade. About 3 p. m. 
we were ordered forward, in conjunction with a charge of the Eighth 
Corps on the extreme right. From this time our advance was contin- 
uous, with the exception of a short halt for the purpose of reforming, 
during which we suffered from a severe artillery fire, until we halted 
on the north side of Winchester near the Martinsburg pike road at 
sunset. At 8 p.m. we were moved to the west side of the city and 
bivouacked for the night. 

The conduct of officers and men was gallant in the extreme, it being 
difficult to restrain them. 

The following is a numerical list of casualties in the regiment during 
the day: Killed, 5; wounded, 24; total, 29.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY C. FISK, 
Captain, Commanding Sixty-fifth New York Volunteers. 


Capt. W. P. Rooms, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade. 


* But see revised table, p. 112. 
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Hpqres. Sixry-FirtH New York Stare VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Mount Crawford, Va., September 29, 1864, 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that this regiment moved from 
camp near Cedar Creek, at 12 m. on the 21st instant, to about one mile 
west of the town of Strasburg. Shortly after dark it was sent to 
relieve a portion of the skirmish line. During the night the Sixth 
Corps was moved to the right and the Nineteenth Corps occupied that 
portion of the line left vacant. At daylight of the morning of the 22d 
a brisk fire was opened by a heavy line of the enemy’s skirmishers, 
which was continued at intervals until 1 p. m., when a charge was made 
by a portion of the Nineteenth Corps, driving in that part of the ene- 
my’s line in our immediate front. The regiment was ordered to remain 
on its old line by the corps officer of the day until further orders from 
him. About 4 p. m., an advance of the line being ordered, I assembled 
the regiment, procured a supply of ammunition, and moved out to join 
the brigade, which I did about 5.30 p. m., near Fisher’s Hill. 

The regiment lost but one man during the day, Private Conrad Frank, 
Company D, mortally wounded. 

lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY C. FISK, 
Captain, Commanding Sixty-fifth New York State Volunteers. 


Capt. W. P. Roome, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade. 


No. 22. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Egbert Olcott, One hundred and twenty-first New 
York Infantry, of operations September 22. 


Hpgrs. 121st REGIMENT NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp near Harrisonburg, Va., September 27, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders from brigade headquarters, I 
have the honor to report that about 1 a.m. of the 22d instant this reg- 
iment formed a portion of the second line of battle in rear of the Sec- 
ond Connecticut Heavy Artillery, the First Brigade on the right, the 
Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania on the left. The regiment remained in that 
position until about 3 p. m., when it advanced, following the movements 
of the first line. The first line becoming engaged, this regiment, 
together with the Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania, was moved to the left, 
extending the first line, forming the extreme left of the Sixth Corps, a 
space of about 400 yards between it and the Nineteenth Corps. Re- 
_ mained in this position until ordered to advance, conforming to the 
movements of the Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania. Moved some distance by 
the right flank, crossing the railroad. The enemy having in the mean- 
time been driven from his position, moved with the rest of the brigade 
in pursuit. The loss in the regiment was slight; but two men wounded. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. OLCOTT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. WILLIAM P, RoomE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade 
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No. 23. 


Report of Capt. John D. P. Douw, One hundred and twenty-first New 
York Infantry, of operations September 19-21. 


Hpagrs. 121st REGIMENT NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
September 27, 1864. 


In compliance with orders from headquarters Second Brigade, First 
Division, Sixth Corps, I have the honor to forward the following report 
of the operations of the One hundred and twenty-first Regiment New 
York Volunteers in the late battles of Winchester, Va. : 

The regiment broke camp at 3 a.m. the 19th of September and 
marched with the brigade; crossed the Opequon at 8 a. m.; halted at 
9 a. m. in a ravine on the left of the pike three miles from Winchester, 
Va. At1la.m. we moved forward some distance by the flank in two 
columns, the One hundred and twenty-first Regiment in rear of the 
right wing of the Second Regiment Connecticut Volunteers and formed 
line. We then moved to the right by the flank into a piece of woods, and 
here the regiment halted and the men were ordered to lie down. The 
Second Connecticut filed past and the Sixty-fifth Regiment New York 
Volunteers formed on our left. When the enemy had advanced to 
within 200 yards the order was given by General Upton to fire. The 
regiment rose up and delivered a few volleys, which caused the enemy to 
retreat in disorder. We followed them afew hundred yards, capturing 
3 officers and 12 men. The regiment was then ordered to the left of 
the Thirty-seventh Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers in rear of a 
piece of woods. Afterward the Fifteenth Regiment New Jersey Vol- 
unteers joined our left. At4p.m. the line advanced 800 yards, met 
the enemy and drove them some 400 yards, receiving a heavy fire from 
the enemy’s artillery. They were soon flanked by the Eighth Corps, 
when we advanced to the railroad, then moved by the flank to the 
south side of Winchester, where we camped for the night. The regi- 
ment lost 2 enlisted men killed; 1 officer and 11 men wounded. The 
officers and men acted with spirit and displayed great bravery; all 
deserve much praise. 

At 5a.m., of the 20th commenced the march to Strasburg, arriving 
at3 p.m. Weremained until noon of the next day, when we moved 
to the right of the town and formed line on the right of the Nineteenth 
Corps, the Second Regiment Connecticut Volunteers on our right. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
JOHN D. P. DOUW, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. WILLIAM. P. RoomE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 24. 


Report of Capt. Francis J. Randall, commanding Ninety-fifth and Ninety- 
sixth Pennsyluania Infantry, of operations September 19-27. 


HDQRS. NINETY-FIFTH REGIMENT PENNSYLVANIA VOLS., 
Camp near Harrisonburg, Va., September 27, 1864. 
Sir: In obedience to orders from headquarters Second Brigade of 
the 26th instant, I have the honor to report the movements of this 
command at the late engagements at the Opequon and Fisher’s Hill: 
Conjointly with the Ninety-sixth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers 
we were, on the movement out to the Opequon, detailed as guard for 
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the corps wagon train, and consequently took no active part in the 
operations at that place and in front of Winchester. On the morning 
of the 21st of September we rejoined the brigade near Strasburg, and 
at noon proceeded out to the front, throwing out skirmishers and com- 
ing upon the enemy posted upon rising ground. We halted and 
remained in line of battle until midnight, when we took up the line of 
march and moved out to the right. Halted in the woods and con- 
structed breast-works, the two right companies being detailed for 
picket; continuous skirmishing until the afternoon, when we moved 
forward and took part in the charge upon the enemy’s position on 
Fisher’s Hill, driving them in contusion. Our own loss, two men 
wounded. We captured seven prisoners concealed in the bushes. Fol- 
lowed upon the enemy’s rear closely, marching all night, and at day- 
light halted at Woodstock, whence, after rations had been issued, we 
resumed the march, being again detailed as corps wagon guard jointly 
with the One hundred and twenty-first New York Volunteers. Halted 
beyond Edenburg and encamped for the night with the brigade. At 
6 a. m. of the 24th again moved forward, and after a very long and rapid 
march came upon the enemy’s rear guard a little distance beyond New 
Market. Wewereimmediately deployed as skirmishers to connect with 
the Third Division; advanced out on the left of and through the town, 
skirmishing with the enemy, who kept falling back until dark, when 
we established the line for the night about — miles in advance of the 
town. During the night the enemy fell back, and early the next morn- 
ing we were relieved by the Fourth New Jersey Volunteers, and, rejoin- 
ing the brigade, we resumed the march (with battalion Ninety-sixth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers temporarily attached to the command) and 
proceeded to Harrisonburg, where we encamped for the night, and are 
now remaining. 

I append a list of casualties,* and am, sir, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
FF. J. RANDALL, 
Capt., Comdg. 95th Regt. Penn. Vols., and Batt. 96th Penn. Vols. 


Capt. W. P. RoomE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


No. 25. 


Reports of Ool. Oliver Edwards, Thirty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry, 
commanding Third Brigade, of operations September 19-October 25. 


Hpars. Toirp Brig., First Div., SixtH ARMY CoRPS, 
Winchester, Va., September 24, 1864. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to report that a detachment of the Seventeenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry were sent out on the Berryville turnpike half a 
mile beyond the Opequon to ascertain whether any of our wounded offi- 
cers and men were, as reported, at that point. This party, consisting of 
two commissioned officers and fifty men, were attacked by a band of the 
enemy’s guerrillas, numbering 150 or 209, and, although well disposed 
for a fight, completely routed, but four of them having as yet reported. 
When the news of the disaster reached this post the entire regiment 
was at once dispatched to the point where it occurred, the whole 


*Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 man killed and 1 officer and 4 men wounded. 
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country was thoroughly scouted, two of our own dead and one of the 
enemy’s that fell in the engagement were discovered, but no further 
information as to the whereabouts of the enemy or the further extent 
of the loss could be ascertained, except that [they] saw a squad cutting 
their way through and moving in the direction of Harper’s Ferry. 
Mosby is hovering around this vicinity with at least 400 men. Two 
hundred men of the regiment of cavalry on duty at this post are new 
recruits, and, I think, with an increase of force he could be probably 
either captured or used up. I would, therefore, request that the Fourth 
New York, Major Schwartz commanding, be added to the cavalry force 
at this post. In the house of Mrs. O’Bannon, on Kent street, where 
Major Gilmor lay wounded until noon the 19th instant, are two ladies 
who were employed in the service of the rebel Government as clerks, 
Miss Fannie Dickens, Fairfax County, Va., and Miss Kate Reily, for- 
merly of this place. These ladies represent that they are without 
homes or employment, have no means of subsistence, and ask to be 
sent beyond the lines. I respectfully ask for instructions in the matter. 
A train of 150 wagons loaded with wounded and large number of 
empty wagons will leave for Harper’s Ferry early to-morrow to return 
in obedience to orders. Eight hundred and forty-two prisoners, to- 
gether with the captured artillery and train of wagons loaded with 
wounded, arrived this p. m. The post-office of the place was fired 
to-day, probably by men about the hospitals. The fire was, with great 
difficulty, subdued, and the matter is being investigated. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Hpgrs. THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, SIxTH CORPS, 
Winchester, Va., September 30, 1864. 

Masor: In obedience to circular from headquarters First Division, 
Sixth Army Corps, I have the honor to forward the following details of 
the part taken by my command in the recent engagement at the Ope- 
quon on the 19th instant: 

This brigade, with the rest of the corps, left its camp near Clifton, 
Va., on the morning of the 19th instant. Shortly after 3 o’clock 
reached the Opequon and crossed not long after sunrise. The enemy 
were met in force about two miles southwest of that stream. The bri- 
gade was placed in position on the left of the turnpike, in columns of 
battalions at full distance, at right angles with the line of battle, with 
instructions to move by the right flank and keep 300 yards in rear of 
the line and move forward when the first line advanced. In this posi- 
tion the command suffered severely from a hot and continuous fire from 
the enemy’s artillery. At 11.40 the column commenced to move for- 
ward, coming into line of battle immediately after passing through the 
first belt of woods. Thus the brigade continued its forward movement 
under quite a severe fire until ordered to move double-quick to the 
right of the road, as the enemy had broken through the line of the 
Nineteenth Corps. Seeing the enemy had got to the rear and right of 
us, I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Montague, commanding the Thirty- 
seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, to attack them at that point. At 
the same time the enemy came out of the woods in front of us in two 
lines of battle and charged. Iadvanced my brigade with bayonets at 
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the charge, forcing the fugitives in front to lay down as we passed over 
them. We opened fire at 150 yards range and drove the enemy back 
handsomely. At the same time Lieutenant-Colonel Montague drove 
the enemy back from the rear and right, taking 150 prisoners and inflict- 
ing severe loss upon the enemy, though I regret to say the Thirty: 
seventh Massachusetts lost over one-third its number; nothing but 
their Spencer rifles enabled them to defeat more than five times their 
number. Capt. H. H. Young, brigade inspector, and Lieutenant Colt, 
seeing the battery on the left of the road in danger of capture, placed 
the Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers in support, who handsomely 
repulsed the enemy and flanked that part of their line that was in 
front of the balance of the brigade on the right of the turnpike. Gen- 
eral Russell was killed at this time charging with my brigade. As 
soon as the lines were reformed on our right an advance was ordered. 
We moved steadily forward, driving the enemy before us. General 
Upton was wounded, and turned over the command of the division to 
me. Again the advance was ordered and the division charged across 
the open country in magnificent line and order up to the heights of 
Winchester. The enemy broke before us and were routed. The Forty- 
ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers saved Cowan’s battery, and the Thirty- 
seventh Massachusetts Volunteers saved Stevens’. The officers of 
these two artillery organizations acknowledged that these regiments 
succeeded in preventing the enemy from capturing their pieces. The 
Thirth-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers also captured the battle-flag 
of the Second Virginia Infantry, and the Forty-ninth Pennsylvania the 
headquarters flag of General Fitzhugh Lee. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Maj. H. R. DALTON, : 
Assistunt Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES, 
Winchester, Va., October 5, 1864. 


GENERAL: The picket-post from the army at the front, numbering 
about 150 cavalry, Fourteenth Pennsylvania, stationed at Mount Jack- 
son, were attacked at daylight day before yesterday. One captain and 
thirty-seven men of said post reported night before last here; fifteen 
have come in to-day. They were captured and paroled by the Sey- 
enth Virginia Cavalry. They represent that Hampton’s Legion were 
expected early yesterday morning at daylight at Cedar Creek, and that 
a dispatch bearer from General Sheridan, with orders not to send any 
train forward, was captured by the enemy; also that they heard heavy 
firing yesterday morning at the front. Do not think, general, that I 
overrate the danger between here and the front. I simply give you 
the above as taken in detail, and believe about half of it myself. If 
you think it is necessary to send any of this report to General Steven- 
son, please do so. The train that left here yesterday morning far the 
front had 1,207 cavalry and 300 infantry for escort. There is a rumor 
that the train was captured at Cedar Creek. I place no faith in it at 
all, and feel sure that the train will go through all right. L hope to be 
able to come down to see youina day or two. The bridge at Eden- 
burg has been burned, and also the bridge at Mount Jackson. Kdeh- 
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burg bridge is of some importance, as the ford is difficult. Four men 
of the Eighty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers were taken yesterday 
by the First Maryland Cavalry near my lines. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 
Brigadier-General NEILL, 
~ Commanding Post at Martinsburg. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES, 
Winchester, Va., October 25, 1864. 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that at about 9 a. m. the escort 
that came from Martinsburg last evening with General Neill left this 
post to return. This escort consisted of fifty men, thirty of whom were 
from the Twenty-second Pennsylvania Cavalry, under. command of 
Second Lieut. B. F. Hasson, Twenty-second Cavalry. General A. N. 
Duffié, with his two-horse light spring wagon, and Captain Roome, 
assistant adjutant-general, Second Brigade, First Division, Sixth Corps, 
who was here wounded, with the headquarters light wagon of that bri- 
gade, accompanied it on its return. When about five miles from this 
place General Duffié, with ten men from the escort, with his light 
wagon, pushed ahead, and when about one mile and a half beyond the 
main body was attacked by a party from Mosby’s or Gilmor’s band of 
guerrillas and captured. The wagon was run off to the side of the 
road and is supposed to have been taken away. A courier from the 
escort brought in the news of the disaster, and the other light wagon 
returned. Jimmediately sent out the Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteer Infantry and the Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry to hunt up 
the enemy. The commanding officer of the Seventeenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, having ascertained that the party went off toward Snicker’s 
Ferry, immediately put off in that direction and has not, as yet, 
returned. The enemy’s force is supposed to have been somewhere in 
the neighborhood of 300 men. Major Durland, commanding Seven- 
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, has since returned and reports that he 
followed this force by a circuitous route as far as Seivers’ Ford, on the 
Opequon, and that they received reliable information from citizens 
along the route that General Duffié’s spring wagon, with himself and 
one other officer inside, had passed the vicinity of Brucetown. I will 
await further orders as when to forward the next. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieut. Col. Jamms W. Forsyrn, : 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division. 


Hpgrs. THirp Bric., First Drv., Stxtu Army Corps, 
October 27, 1864. 

Masor: In obedience to Special Orders, No. 56, from headquarters 
Middle Military District, of October 15, 1864, I have the honor to for- 
ward the following report of the operations of my command since the 
organization of the army up to the 10th instant: 

On the 9th of August my brigade, with the rest of the corps, com- 
menced the movement up the Valley. On the i2th the brigade Was de- 


Crap. LV.] THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 187 


tached from the rest of the division and ordered to garrison Winchester. 
Relieved by General Kenly’s troops on the 13th; marched as guard to 
the trains as far as Middletown, rejoining the division at Cedar Creek, 
where remained until night of the 16th, when the command marched, 
reaching the Opequon the following afternoon; left on the morning of 
the 18th and marched to the vicinity of Charlestown. On the 21st the 
enemy attacked our picket-line, the Thirty-seventh Massachusetts and 
Second Rhode Island Volunteers on the line. That night moved back 
as far as Halltown. On the afternoon of the 22d ordered to the support 
of the Army of West Virginia; remained in this position until the 
28th, when the command moved as far as Charlestown, taking up its 
old position. On the 3d of September moved from camp near Charles- 
town, Va., and marched as far as Clifton, where the position was 
intrenched and the command remained in it until the morning of the 
19th, when, with the rest of the corps, it moved out to the Opequon, 
crossed that stream shortly after daylight, and participated in the 
engagement of that day, losing 16 commissioned officers and 228 enlisted 
men. On the morning of the 20th the command was assigned to duty at 
Winchester, where it has remained as a garrison to the post up to the 
present time. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. HENRY R. DALTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Div., Sixth Army Corps. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Baynton J. Hickman, Forty-ninth Pennsylvania 
Infantry, of operations September 19. 


HpqQres. FORTY-NINTH PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
September 25, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders, I have the honor to forward the 
following statement of the part taken by this command in the battle of 
Winchester, September 19, 1864: 

We broke camp at 3 a. m. and marched to the Berryville crossing of 
the Opequon, which we crossed about 8 a.m, and marched about two 
miles on the turnpike toward Winchester before we got into position. 
The brigade was formed in column of battalions, this command on the 
extreme left of the brigade, supporting the Second and Third Divisions 
of the Sixth Corps. When ordered to advance we marched by the lett 
flank through a dense wood to a ravine, where we came into line and 
advanced to the crest. Here the enemy succeeded in driving back the 
advance which we were supporting. By the time we reached the top 
of the crest we became the front line, owing to some confusion. among 
the troops onthe right. Wereceived the order to change “front to rear, 
which was done under fire as steadily as on drill. This left a battery 
on our left unsupported, which the enemy discovered and advanced on 
the double-quick to capture. The command was called on to save it. 
We advanced again on a line with the battery,when the enemy retired. 
We again advanced to avavine and halted, our right resting on the 
turnpike. While in this ravine we were supplied with ammunition, Wc. 
The order to advance was given and obeyed with a will by the officers 
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and men, keeping a well-dressed line, halting occasionally for the right 
and left to get up with us, under a heavy fire, to the protection of a line 
of rail piles used by the enemy. While in rear of these rails the com- 
mand was enfiladed by two of the enemy’s guns on our left flank and a 
heavy fire from a battery in our front. ‘Troops coming up on our left 
drove these off, while we silenced those in front with a steady fire of 
musketry. The enemy soon ceased resistance. We advanced to the 
suburbs of the town without further opposition. Darkness coming on 
we bivouacked for the night near the Winchester cemetery. 

It must not be forgotten that in the command there were nearly 150 
men who were under fire for the first time. Their coolness could not 
be surpassed by the oldest veterans. After getting under fire the regi- 
ment was not disgraced by having a single straggler. 

Casualties during the day were as follows: Killed—officer, 1; men, 
10. Wounded—officers, 2; men, 31. Total officers, 3; men, 41. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B.. J. HICKMAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


Capt. J. W. LATTA, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No, 27. 


Report of Col. Isaae OC. Bassett, Eighty-second Pennsylvania Infantry, 
of operations September 19. 


Hp@Rrs. EKIGHTY-SECOND PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
September 27, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders, I report the following part taken 
by this command in the engagement of the 19th instant: 

On the morning of September 19, at 3 o’clock, left our camp near 
Berryville, Va., and marched to Opequon Creek, where we arrived at 
about 7 o’clock. Crossed creek and moved about two miles toward 
Winchester, where we halted until about 11 o’clock, when we were 
ordered to advance with the Third Brigade. Advanced through a 
dense woods and heavy artillery firing. After we passed through 
woods, formed line and advanced under heavy musketry about a 
quarter of a mile. Finding troops of the Third Division falling back, we 
charged the enemy, and succeeded (after some two hours’ fighting) in 
driving them. Continued to advance until we reached the railroad, on 
edge of Winchester, at dark, where we encamped for the night. 

Our loss (which was previously reported) was 7 enlisted men killed, 
2 officers and 53 men wounded. 

The death of General Russell, commanding First Division, Sixth 
Army Corps, and wounding of General Upton, commanding Second 
Brigade, placed Colonel Edwards in command of the First Division and 
myself in command of the Third Brigade. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, 
I. C. BASSETT, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. JAMES W Larra, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Brigade. 
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Report of Lieut. Col. Gideon Clark, One hundred and nineteenth Penn- 
sylvania Infantry, of operations September 19. 


HEADQUARTERS 119TH PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
September 26, 1864, 

CAPTAIN: In obedience to instructions contained in circular from 
headquarters Third Brigade, First Division, Sixth Army Corps, Sep- 
tember 25, 1864, I have the honor to forward the following report of 
the part taken by this command in the engagement of September 19: 

On the morning of September 19 this command broke camp near 
Berryville, Va., moving left in front with the rest of the brigade in a 
westerly direction to the Opequon; crossed and threw out one commis- 
sioned ofticer and twenty men as flankers on right; thence advanced 
rapidly up the Berryville pike to within about four miles of Winchester; 
turned to left of the pike, and filed into a ravine under fire of the 
enemy’s artillery, where we occupied the second line of battle. Re- 
mained in this position for two hours, then moved by the left flank in 
two columns, taking up a position in a perpendicular line to the front, 
with battalion distance, where we received a heavy shelling. After 
remaining in this position about an hour we again moved by the left 
flank (meantime brisk skirmishing going on in our front) with much 
difficulty through a dense woods of timber and scruboak. After get- 
ting through this piece of woods and again coming out into open coun- 
try we formed in line in a ravine, fifth regiment from the right; then 
received orders to advance in line, we being the second line of battle; 
the enemy being driven by the first line, we did not become engaged 
until we had advanced probably half a mile or more, taking a 
diagonal course to the left. across a ravine and strip of woods of thick 
underbrush, when we changed front to rear on first company. Moved 
by the right flank, and filing to the right again crossed the ravine with 
slight confusion in the ranks, caused by density of underbrush, but the 
regiment soon again formed in its original line. The firing with the 
frout line by this time became very spirited, the enemy driving it in 
confusion through our line, and following them up soon made their 
appearance in a corn-field in our front, their musketry and artillery both 
doing great execution to our line. We were then ordered to advance, 
which we did, and driving them from their position in the field were 
ordered to halt behind a fence, at which time the firing became brisk 
and the enemy fell back into a woods of high timber, the firing being 
kept up between us for some time. In this position we lay about two 
hours. While here General Sheridan rode along amidst the cheers of 
the whole line, inspiriting the men. A skirmish line was then thrown 
out and we were ordered to advance. Moved forward in line of battle, 
driving the enemy before us, halting at the outer edge of the woods a 
few moments, thence forward to the crest of a hill. At this point we 
received a severe enfilading fire from the enemy’s guns on our left 
flank and in our immediate front. We were ordered to about face, 
moved some fifty paces to the rear, about faced and were ordered to lie 
down. Again did General Sheridan ride along the lines and the 
enthusiasm of the men became unbounded. Once more we pressed 
forward, driving the enemy in great disorder; advanced some 200 
yards under fire of the enemy’s artillery planted on redoubt upon a 
high piece of ground near the town of Winchester. This artillery was 
soon compelled to cease firing and we moved forward, halting on the 
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railroad about a half hour, by this time the fighting having subsided. 
We then moved by the left flank to near a cemetery, where we arrived 
at about 8 p. m. and bivouacked for the night. 

The officers of this command all conducted themselves upon this 
occasion in the most gallant and praiseworthy manner, and the impetu- 
osity of the men to rush into the thickest of the fight could scarcely be 
restrained. : 

The casualties sum up a total of 2 enlisted men killed and 2 commis- 
sioned officers and 19 enlisted men wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON CLARK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


Capt. JAMES W. LATTA, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Report of Capt. Elisha H, Rhodes, Second Rhode Island Infantry, of 
operations September 19. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND RHODE ISLAND VOLUNTEERS, 
Winchester, Va., September 27, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to respectfully report that my command moved 
with the brigade, fourth battalion in order of march, on the morning of 
the 19th instant, and after crossing Opequon Creek formed with the 
brigade in rear of the Second Division, Sixth Corps. In the afternoon 
I went into action on the left of the Fifth Wisconsin Battalion, but was 
soon ordered by the brigade commander to report to Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Montague, commanding the Thirty-seventh Regiment Massachu- 
setts Volunteers, on the extreme right of the division lines. Crossing 
the open fields I moved at a double-quick for a distance of half a mile, 
and reported under a heavy fire of musketry and canister from two 
guns, which the enemy had posted in a piece of woods about 300 yards 
inour front. I formed on the left of the Thirty-seventh [Massachusetts | 
Volunteers, and when the order to advance was given I moved for- 
ward with that regiment and continued with them until the action 
terminated, when I bivouacked with the brigade in the field. 

My ofticers and men behaved splendidly, and I take great pleasure in 
mentioning Second Lieut. Charles W. Gleason, commanding Company 
B, Sergt. Maj. David Small, Corpl. Thomas Parker (wounded), and 
Private William J. Babcock, Company B, as particularly distinguishing 
themselves by their gallant conduct. 

Although engaged during the entire action, my losses were very few. 
I have already forwarded a list of casualties.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. H. RHODES, 
Captain, Comdg. Battalion Second Rhode Island Volunteers. 

Capt. J. W. Larra, 

«last. Adjt. Gen., Third Brig., First Div., Sixth Corps. 


* Embodied in table, p. 112. 
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Report of Capt. John B. Doughty, Fifth Wisconsin Infantry, of oper- 
ations September 19. 


Hpqrs. BATTALION FIFTH WISCONSIN VOL. INFANTRY, 
September 25, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with circular from brigade headquarters, I 
have the honor to submit the following report of part taken by this 
command in the engagement of the 19th instant: 

This battalion, with the brigade, broke camp near Clifton, Va., on the 
19th instant, and marched thence to about three miles west of Opequon 
Creek, where we formed in line of battle in rear of the Third Division, 
Sixth Corps; participated in the charge, and had 4 enlisted men killed, 
1 commissioned officer and 11 enlisted men wounded. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. DOUGHTY, 
Captain, Commanding Battalion. 


Capt. JAMES W. Larra, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


INO. o.. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. George W. Getty, U. S. Army, commanding Second 
Division, of operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS, 
Near Harrisonburg, Va., October 4, 1864. 

Sir: [ have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by this division in the late operations from the 19th to the 22d 
of September, inclusive: 

The division moved at 2 a.m. on the 19th from camp near Clifton; 
reached the crossing of Opequon Creek by the Berryville and Win- 
chester pike at 6a. m.in advance of the infantry of the corps and army; 
immediately crossed and pushed on toward Winchester to the support 
of Wilson’s division of cavalry, which was engaging the enemy some 
two miles distant, at the point where the defile or ravine through 
which the road winds after crossing the Opequon heads and loses itself 
in the high and rolling country. On reaching this point the division 
vas inoved to the left under the fire of the enemy’s artillery and placed 
in position, generally in one line, with the right resting on the pike and 
the left extending to Abraham’s Creek, a branch of the Opequon. The 
division remained in this position until 11.40 a. m., exposed to artillery 
fire. Warner’s (Second) and Wheaton’s (First) brigades being well 
screened by a skirt of pine woods suffered little, but Bidwell’s (Third) 
brigade, which occupied a high, open ridge, lost considerably from 
artillery. The Third Division, Sixth Corps, continued the line on the 
right. Wilson’s cavalry took post on the left, a mile distant. Me- 
Knight’s and Cowan’s batteries, of the Sixth Corps, were placed imme- 
diately in rear of Bidwell’s brigade, and, advancing and firing as 
the lines advanced, rendered most important service. In front the 
ground was descending and nearly all open, though broken by ravines 
as far as Winchester, fully two miles and ahalfdistant. In the general 
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advance at 11.40 a. m. the division moved forward, penetrated the thin 
pine woods, and emerged on the open and somewhat broken ground in 
front, receiving a heavy fire unflinchingly. Pressed forward rapidly 
and drove back the enemy’s lines in confusion 500 yards beyond his 
original position. At this moment the unexpected giving way of a 
portion ot the troops on my right checked the farther advance of the 
division. The enemy pressing forward in the gap thus formed, obtained 
a flank and reverse fire on the Second and First Brigades, which com- 
pelled a partial change in their front. This was promptly and hand- 
somely executed under the direction of Brigadier-General Wheaton, 
commanding First Brigade. The success of the enemy, however, was 
but momentary. He was promptly met, held in check, and finally 
repulsed by several batteries, prominent among which was Stevens’ 
(Maine) battery of light 12-pounders, of the corps and troops of the First 
Division. For several hours now there was a lull in the action with 
the exception of a constant fire of skirmishers and artillery. The car- 
tridge-boxes were replenished, the lines readjusted, and everything put 
in readiness for a farther advance. About 3.30 p. m. an advance 
was made by the troops on the extreme right and very heavy firing 
took place. Observing that the enemy were breaking and running 
back on the right, I ordered an immediate advance of the division. 
The enemy held his ground with considerable tenacity for some time, 
keeping up a hot and destructive fire of artillery and musketry upon 
the advancing lines. At length he gave way in great confusion. The 
artillery moving up with the lines of battle silenced that of the enemy, 
and the troops pressing forward pursued him past Winchester. The 
division bivouacked for the night on Abraham’s Creek. 

On the 20th the division marched to Strasburg, and on the 21st went 
into position in two lines on the right of the First Division, and nearly 
opposite the center of the enemy’s intrenchments at Fisher’s Hill. 
Immediately in front of the right of the division was a commanding 
height having a fine view of the enemy’s works and held by him in 
considerable force. After two unsuccessful attacks by detached regi- 
ments the position was charged by the First Brigade, Col. J. M. Warner, 
Eleventh Vermont, commanding, just before dark, with the bayonet, 
and carried. The lines were moved forward and established on the 
crest, where they remained until the afternoon of the following day. 
During the night temporary ‘breast-works were constructed. At 4p. 
m. on the 22d the lines were advanced, under a heavy fire from the 
enemy’s batteries, to the crest immediately in front of his works. At 
5 p.m. the movement of Crook’s corps and the Third Division, Sixth 
Corps, on the right, being successful, and the euemy in their front fall- 
ing back rapidly and in confusion, the division was ordered to charge 
the enemy’s works. At the command the men dashed over the crest, 
crossed Tumbling Run, swept up the slope on the other side, and 
carried the works, capturing 4 guns (Carpenter’s rebel battery), 1 
battle-flag, and nearly 300 prisoners. The enemy poured in one tre- 
mendous volley as the troops were struggling across the defile, then 
broke and fled in the wildest disorder. It had now become dark, and 
nothing but the approach of night saved the enemy from utter destruc- 
tion. Our loss was trifling. The troops did not stop at the captured 
forts, but pressed forward with the greatest enthusiasm after the flying 
rebels, and in the eagerness of pursuit became somewhat scattered. 
A number of prisoners and one piece of artillery on the left of the 
pike were captured by the Forty-third Regiment New York Volun- 
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teers, of Bidwell’s brigade, in the pursuit. The division was reassem- 
bled by 8 p. m. and moved forward during the night in the advance of 
the army to Woodstock. 

In the battle of the 19th the division captured about 500 prisoners, 
of whom 310 were taken by Wheaton’s brigade. 

With great pride I bear witness to the uniform good conduct of the 
command, both officers and men. In the battle of Winchester when 
the troops on my right broke nothing could exceed their steadiness. 
Individual acts of bravery and good conduct will be found mentioned 
in the reports of brigade commanders which accompany this. 

To Brigadier-General Wheaton, commanding First Brigade on the 
19th; Brigadier-General Bidwell, commanding Third Brigade; Col. J. M. 
Warner, Eleventh Vermont Volunteers, commanding Second Brigade 
on the 19th, and First Brigade on the 21st and 22d, and Col. George P. 
Foster, Fourth Vermont Volunteers, commanding Second Brigade on the 
21st and 22d, the country is indebted for most:important and valuable 
services. The members of my staffi—Maj. Charles Mundee, assistant. 
adjutant-general; Capt. Hazard Stevens, assistant adjutant-general and 
acting assistant inspector-general; Capt. Robert L. Orr, assistant com- 
missary of musters, and Capt. Henry J. Gifford, Forty-ninth New York 
Volunteers, ordnance officer of the division—are likewise deserving of 
great credit. Capt.William H. Terrell, Forty-third New York Volunteers, 
commanding division sharpshooters, is also deserving of especial men- 
tion. He held the extreme left with his detachment, and after render- 
ing most efficient service was seriously wounded. 

I append hereto a nominal list of casualties,* amounting in the aggre- 
gate to 669. 

I ain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. GETTY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Maj. C. A. WHITTIER, A. A. A. G., Siath Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS, 
November 15, 1864. 


Masor: I have the honor to make the following .report of the oper- 
ations of the 19th of October, 1864, the battle of Cedar Creek: 

At an early hour the camp was aroused by picket-firing on the flanks 
of the army, soon followed by heavy musketry on the left. The divis- 
ion was immediately ordered under arms, and at about 6 a.m. moved 
by the left’in two lines toward the pike. On reaching Meadow Run, a 
fire from the enemy’s skirmishers occupying a piece of woods near the 
pike was encountered. Skirmishers were immediately thrown forward, 
the woods cleared, and the division formed in two lines along the run, 
nearly parallel to the pike, and connecting on the right with the First 
Division. As soon as formed, the lines were advanced across the run, 
the left thrown forward in order to gain possession of the pike. At 
this juncture, observing the troops on the right falling back in confu- 
sion, and running through the artillery of the corps, and heavy lines 
of rebel infantry pressing in that direction, I withdrew the division to 
the west side of the creek, about 300 yards, to a strong crest, Sem1-cir- 
cular in form and partially wooded. The second line was moved up 
and extended the first, it being necessary to cover as much ground 
as possible. The right flank of the division was entirely uncovered; 
ih * Embodied in tables, pp. 113, 120. 
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on the left, however, where the crest was refused parallel to and border- 
ing the run, a skirmish line of Bidwell’s brigade (Third), which held 
that flank, was extended along the height and connected with a skir- 
mish line of a portion of Merritt’s cavalry on the left rear. . This move- 
ment was closely followed up by the enemy, and the line was barely 
established in the new position when he attacked in force, with great 
vigor, but was repulsed. The attack fell heaviest on the right, War- 
ner’s brigade (First), and on the left center, where Bidwell’s and Grant’s 
brigades joined. The enemy’s lines charged to within thirty yards of 
the crest, when, unable to withstand our fire, they fell back in disorder. 
Reforming at the foot of the hill they again charged, to be again 
repulsed. The enemy now brought up his batteries and concentrated on 
the division a severe fire of artillery, but being sheltered by the ground 
the loss from this cause was lighter than could have been expected. 
After holding this position for over an hour, it at length became neces- 
sary to withdraw the division, the enemy having turned the right and 
opened a flank and reverse fire upon the line. Obliquing to the right 
to gain the pike, the division retired in perfect order, marching slowly 
and making several halts, to a position about a mile north of Middle- 
town, where a new line was established, with the left resting on the 
pike, connecting with Merritt’s cavalry, already in position on the east 
side of the pike, and slight rail breast-works were thrown up. The line 
of skirmishers was strengthened and the farther advance of the enemy 
checked. While repelling the enemy’s attacks on the crest held in the 
morning, I was informed that the command of the corps, General Rick- 
etts being wounded, had devolved upon me. The command of the 
division was transferred to Brig. Gen. Lewis A. Grant. At this time 
no portion of the army, with the exception of this division, was fighting 
on the field. The infantry and artillery, driven by the enemy from the 
field, had fallen back some distance and were reorganizing. 

On withdrawing from the position I sent orders to the commanders 
of the First and Third Divisions to conform to the movements of the 
Second, and when this division was halted the First and Third were 
brought up to the line and placed on the right, the Third holding the 
center and the First the right of the corps line. General Sheridan 
reaching the field between 11 and 12 o'clock, I relinquished the com- 
mand of the corps to Major-General Wright and resumed that of the 
division. During all this time the division lay under a heavy artillery 
fire, and the enemy’s skirmishers were sharply engaged with ours, who 
held them at bay and repulsed several attacks in some force. Just 
before 1 p. m. I received intelligence from Major-General Sheridan, 
through one of his aides-de-camp, Captain O’Keeffe, that the enemy 
were preparing for an attack, and that it would probably fall upon my 
right flank; also directions to mass in that direction. In obedience to 
these instructions, Grant’s brigade (Second) was immediately moved 
to the right and posted by Major-General Wright in support of the 
right of the Sixth and left of the NineteenthCorps. Theattack wasmade 
at 1 o’clock, fell heaviest, [ understand, upon the Nineteenth Corps, and 
was repulsed. Grant’s brigade was shortly after withdrawn and placed 
m reserve In rear of the center of the division line. At 3.30 the general 
advance was made. The division, Grant’s brigade having previously 
taken its position in the line, moved forward over perfectly open ground, 
with the exception of the extreme right, which was screened by woods, 
and under a heavy fire for half a mile, when a check was experienced. 
The Ninety-third Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, on the extreme right 
of the division, fell back in some confusion, for the reason, it is alleged, 
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that the troops on their right fell back. At the same time the Third 
Brigade, which held the left, resting on the pike, having advanced to a 
very exposed position, came under a terrific fire of infantry and artil- 
lery, and was compelled to fall back. Grant’s brigade (Second) and the 
bulk of Warner’s brigade (First), however, stood firm, being somewhat 
covered by a stone wall. The Third Brigade and the Ninety-third 
Pennsylvania Volunteers were soon rallied and brought back on the 
line. The division then advanced again, and, charging over open 
ground, drove the enemy, who was strongly posted behind stone walls, 
from: his first position back upon his second, near Middletown. Fol- 
lowing up closely, he was soon forced from this position and driven 
through the town. The troops pressed hotly after the now broken 
rebels, without regard to lines or order, as far as Cedar Creek, where 
the command was halted, reformed, and marched back to the camps of 
the morning. During the advance in the afternoon Stevens’ (Maine) 
battery of light 12-pounders and a section of Lamb’s battery (10- 
pounder Parrotts) were brought up, placed in position by Colonel 
Tompkins, chief of artillery, and served with rapidity and effect. 

I take great pride in recapitulating the services of the division in the 
operations of this eventful day. At daybreak the division was on the 
extreme right of the infantry of the army. Immediately after daylight 
it moved by the left toward Middletown, with a view of gaining posses- 
sion of the pike*and the high ground near the town. On its march it 
encountered the enemy, formed line rapidly, and immediately advanced, 
driving the enemy and taking some prisoners. At this. time, finding 
itself on the extreme left, compelled, from unforeseen causes, to halt 
and occupy a crest 300 yards to the rear, it held this position unsup- 
ported and unaided for over an hour after all other troops had left the 
field, checking the farther advance of the enemy and repulsing every 
attack, thus giving time to the scattered commands to reorganize and 
reform. Finally, outnumbered and outflanked, the division moved 
back leisurely, contesting every inch of ground, about a mile to the north 
of Middletown, with its left resting on the pike, and in this position 
served as the nucleus on which the lines of the army were reformed. 
In the afternoon the division advanced upon the lines of the enemy over 
almost entirely open ground, in the face of a heavy fire of musketry 
and artillery, and although parts of the line had to yield for the moment 
to the galling fire encountered, the mass of the division moved steadily 
on, driving the enemy from his first position back upon his second, and 
eventually forcing him from this position and driving him in confusion 
through Middletown and the plains beyond to and over Cedar Creek. 

The conduct of the officers and men was gallant and steady through- 
out the day. Brig. Gen. L. A. Grant, Col. J. M. Warner, Hleventh 
Vermont Volunteers, and Lieut. Col. W. B. French, Seventy-seventh 
New York Volunteers, brigade commanders, are entitled to great credit. 
But two members of my staff were present on the field, Maj. Charles 
Mundee, assistant adjutant-general, wounded, and Capt. Hazard Ste- 
vens, both of whom deserve special mention. The others were either 
absent under orders or engaged in their legitimate duties. 

Attention is called to instances of individual bravery and good con- 
duct mentioned in the reports of brigade commanders, — 

The loss of the division in killed, wounded, and missing was severe, 
as. follows, viz: Killed. commissioned officers, 10; enlisted men, 99. 
Wounded, commissioned officers, 36; enlisted men, 535. Missing, com- 
missioned ofticers, 1; enlisted men, 59. Aggregate, 736.* 


<j ——- 
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Brig. Gen. D. D. Bidwell, who commanded the Third Brigade, was 
struck by a shell and mortally wounded early in the day. Actuated 
by a true sense of duty and patriotism General Bidwell took up arms 
at the outbreak of the rebellion, and for more than three years followed 
the banner of the Republic, sharing with his troops the dangers and 
privations of active field service. As a regimental and brigade com- 
mander in the Army of the Potomac he took part in all the arduous 
campaigns and bloody battles of that army from Yorktown to Peters- 
burg, and was always at the head of his command, at the post of duty 
and danger. Brave and devoted as an officer, earnest, upright, and 
single-minded as a man, he was beloved by his command and respected 
by every one. In his death the country and service have suffered a 
great loss. : ; 

The reports of brigade commanders are herewith respectfully sub- 
mitted, with a list of casualties. 

The number of small-arms recovered from the field fought over by 
the division, as reported by Captain Gifford, ordnance officer, is as 
follows, viz: 461 Enfield muskets, 405 Springfield muskets, 35 U. S. 
Springfield muskets; total, 901. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. GETTY, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding Division. 
Maj. C. A. WHITTIER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 32. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Frank Wheaton, U. 8S. Army, commanding First 
Brigade, of operations September 19. 


Hpars. First Bric., SHconD Div., SIXTH ARMY CORPS, 
September 21, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper- 
ations of this brigade during the battle of Winchester, fought on the 
19th instant: 

The brigade moved with the other troops of the division, being second 
in order of march, at 2 a. m., from our camp near Clifton, and, crossing 
the Opequon on the Winchester and Berryville pike at 6 a. m., took 
position by direction of General Getty, commanding the division, on the 
right of the Third Brigade, in single line, about two miles and a half from 
Winchester, the order of regiments, beginning on the right, as follows: 
Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, Lieut. Col. John B. 
Kohler; Ninety-third Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, Lieut. Col. 
John 8. Long; One hundred and second Pennsylvania Veteran Vol- 
unteers, Maj. James H. Coleman; One hundred and thirty-ninth Penn- 
Sylvania Volunteers, Maj. Robert Munroe, and the Sixty-second New 
York Veteran Volunteers, Lieut. Col. Theodore B. Hamilton. The 
latter, a very small regiment, had been previously detailed as a flank- 
ing column on the right of the brigade, and was collected and brought 
to join the command, just in time to move with the line which was 
ordered to advance at twenty minutes to 12 o’clock. A strong skir- 
mish line had already been posted through the woods in our front some 
300 yards, and occupied a crest in clear ground, relieving the cavalry 
skirmishers. The advance through the woods was difficult, and the 
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readjustment of our line, under cover of the crest occupied by our skir- 
mishers, became necessary. This had been partially effected under a 
severe skirmish and artillery fire, when the troops on my right, with 
whom I was ordered to keep up, and on whom I was to keep aligned, 
rushed forward with a shout, and from that moment it was impossible 
to preserve the order in the advance that was so desirable and impor- 
tant. Over the crests and into the ravine beyond them the troops 
hurried on, encouraged by the retreat of the rebel skirmishers, who fell 
back on their reserves; those in our brigade front took an admirable 
position, considerably to the right of my right regiment, and firing 
down a ravine that ran obliquely from right to left across our line of 
battle, checked the advance and necessitated another readjustment of 
our line, which was soon so Well effected that the left, advancing, enfi- 
laded the rebel reserves, many of whom were captured; one regiment, 
the One hundred and second Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, sending 
171 enlisted men, 8 line and 2 field officers to the rear. The woods, 
ravines, &c., were now such obstructions that I found it impossible to 
again halt our troops for alignment, and on they swept with the greatest 
gallantry and enthusiasm, carrying everything before them. The bat- 
tery in our front hastily retired, but the troops on our left probably 
encountered greater difficulties in their advance and had not driven 
away the battery in their front and my brigade suffered from its enfilad- 
ing fire. One battalion of the brigade on the right kept its connection 
with our line and I supposed the troops on its right were even with us 
in our line of advance, but while making every effort to halt the troops 
and form a new line, to hold the ground we had gained, I discovered 
emerging from the woods, some 600 yards to our right and on a line 
with my front, a well organized column of the enemy’s infantry. At 
that time I believed there were troops on the prolongation of our line 
ready to meet and repel the attack I saw intended, but on rising a crest 
near by I learned to my surprise, that with the exception of a portion 
of the left battalion of the Second Brigade, under Maj. E. E. Johnson, I 
was entirely unsupported. The result of the operations on the right of 
our corps and in the Nineteenth Corps front were then unknown to 
me, but the attempt of the enemy’s column referred to to cut off my 
retreat, soon_convinced me that the extreme right of our line of battle 
had not been able to advance with our corps, and the hasty withdrawal 
of my own brigade and the fragments of the Second Brigade that I was 
able to pick up as we retired, became necessary and was made with all 
rapidity. We would not have succeeded in reaching the commanding 
and secure position afterward occupied by the brigade had not General 
Getty, seeing our isolated and exposed position, covered our movement 
by ordering up a battery and two regiments of the First Division to 
check the enemy, who up to that time were confidently double-quicking 
toward my right flank and rear. In a very short time the brigade was 
well formed and posted on a narrow road running at right angles to 
and south of the pike. At3.30 p.m. I was ordered to advance with the 
general line, and informed that mine would be the brigade of direction 
in the movement. Capt.-James McKnight’s battery (M, Fifth U.S. 
Artillery) had made the prominent crest in our front so uncomfortable 
for the enemy, that for the distance of a quarter of a mile we met with 
littte or no resistance. Just as we passed the earth-works from which 
the enemy had been compelled to withdraw his battery their heavy but 
somewhat disordered skirmish line was encountered. At this time my 
valuable. aide-de-camp, Lieut. Robert W. Lyon, was wounded for the 
fourth time during the war. Capt. William H. McCartney’s (First 
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Massachusetts) battery (A) followed up our advance and took up a 
commanding position, materially aiding in the movement, which was 
by this time evidently succeeding all along the line of the army. With 
little difficulty we advanced to the brick house on the north side of the 
pike and at the foot of the slope east of Winchester. A severe artillery 
fire was here encountered, and here some of the enemy’s infantry 
seemed inclined to delay for a short time our advance. Sending to 
General Getty for a battery to confront the one that was giving us So 
destructive a fire, 1 soon had Captain Stevens’ (Fifth Maine) battery 
trotting up to our support. From the moment it opened our forward 
movement was without opposition, and the enemy could be seen in the 
distance running routed to the rear in the direction of the Winchester 
and Strasburg pike. Our men were wild with delight at this evidence 
of their glorious suecess, and could hardly be restrained and kept in 
ranks. 

Of my gallant veteran brigade, which has so many times before shown 
its willingness and ability to meet the enemy, I cannot speak in too 
high terms of praise, and with the proudest satisfaction I refer to the 
fact that I received upon the field the thanks of the division commander 
for the gallant manner in which their portion of the day’s work was 
done. 

The casualties in the brigade during the battle of Winchester were 
among officers as follows: Sixty-second New York—Lieut. Col. T. B. 
Hamilton, slightly wounded; Lieut. W.W. Sherman, severely wounded, 
Ninety-third Pennsylvania Volunteers—Capt. P. G. Mark and Lieut. 
William Tate, severely wounded; Adjt. J. M. Seibert and Lieut. B. F. 
Krieger, slightly wounded. Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Veteran Vol- 
unteers—Capt. Charles Reen, Capt. Joseph Lautenbacher, Lieut. Will- 
iam Wilson, and Lieut. M. McMurray, severely wounded; Lieut. John 
Heppler, killed. One hundred and second Pennsylvania Veteran Vol- 
unteers—Capt. James D. Kirk and Lieut. C. 8. Barclay, severely 
wounded. One bundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers 
Capt. James McGregor, slightly wounded; Lieut. James C. Bartiey, 
severely wounded. Ifirst Lieut. Robert W. Lyon, One hundred and 
second Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, aide-de-camp, severely 
wounded. 

Sixteen enlisted men were killed, 135 wounded, and 8 missing.* 

By the One hundred and second Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, 
2 field officers, 8 line officers, and 161 enlisted men were captured. By 
the Ninety-third Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, 54 enlisted men 
were captured. By the Sixty-second New York Veteran Volunteers, 5 
enlisted men were captured; and by the Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania 
Veteran Volunteers, and by the One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, 80 enlisted men were captured. These prisoners 
were turned over to guards of the Second and First Divisions of this 
corps and to cavalry provost; in some cases receipts were taken, but 
not in all. 

The following-named officers seemed entitled to special mention for 
their distinguished services during this battle, in which, however, all 
did well: Lieut. Col. Theodore B. Hamilton, commanding Sixty-second 
New York Veteran Volunteers, who was wounded; Lieut. Col. John B. 
Kohler, commanding Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers ; 
Maj. Robert Munroe, commanding One hundred and thirty-ninth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, who was wounded; Maj. James H. Coleman, com- 


* But see revised table, Dp. 113, 
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manding One hundred and second Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, 
and Capt. James Patchéll, One hundred and second Pennsylvania Vet- 
eran Volunteers. 

_ tam greatly indebted to my efticient and gallant staff for their untir- 
ing exertions during the battle, and desire to commend them to the 
favorable consideration of the general commanding. My assistant 
adjutant-general, Capt. George Clendenin, jr., has been complimented 
for his rare soldierly qualities and good conduct on the field in every 
battle in which the brigade has been engaged since I have had the 
honor to command it; he has worked hard for and fully earned a major- 
ity in his department. Capt. Charles W. Eckman, Ninety-third Penn- 
sylvania Veteran Volunteers, brigade inspector; Capt. John Snodgrass, 
One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, aide-de-camp, 
and Lieut. Robert W. Lyon, One hundred and second Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, aide-de-camp, were in this battle the same good soldiers they 
have always shown themselves to be. 

Submitting herewith the reports of regimental commanders, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK WHEATON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maj. CHARLES MUNDEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division, Sixth Corps. 


No, 33. 


Reports of Col. James M. Warner, First Vermont Heavy Artillery, com- 
manding First Brigade, of operations September 21-22 and October 19. 


Hpgrs. FIRST BRIGADE, SECOND DIvIston, SIXTH CORPS, 
September 28, 1864. 

MaAsor: Pursuant to directions I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report of the part taken by this brigade in the operations of 
September 21 and 22: 

On the morning of the 21st were in bivouac about a mile north of 
Strasburg, on the Winchester and Strasburg pike. About noon moved 
about two miles to the right and left toward Fisher’s Hill and formed on 
the right of the Third Brigade in two lines of battle, the Third Division 
soon after taking position on our right. Here we remained until about 
5 p.m., when the One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers was sent to the support of the skirmish line. Soon afterward 
this regiment was directed to charge a strong line of skirmish pits, on 
a prominent crest in front, but was repulsed. About 6p. m. I was 
ordered with the remainder of the brigade to carry the position. The 
brigade was formed from left to right in the following order: Sixty- 
second New York, Ninety-eighth, One hundred and second, and Ninety- 
third Pennsylvania Volunteers. A regiment of the Third Division 
joined the right at the skirmish line. The charge was made with 
bayonets fixed, and the position carried, with a loss of 5 commis- 
sioned officers and 33 enlisted men. <A strong skirmish line was thrown 
to the front and the position intrenched during the night, the Second 
Brigade coming in on our right and the Third on our left. Here we 
remained until the following day at 4 p.m., when the brigade was 
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ordered forward to be governed in the movement by the Third Brigade, 
on our left. The One hundred and thirty-uinth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers was again deployed as skirmishers. In conforming to the move- 
ment of the Third Brigade the line was thrown well to the left, passing 
over rough ground until we came to an opening north of Tumbling 
Creek. Here in the face of a heavy artillery and musketry fire the line 
moved forward and occupied an old line of rifle-pits facing a formidable 
ridge, the enemy occupying a redoubt and rifle-pits on the crest. This 
position was so formidable that it was deemed inexpedient to attempt 
to carry it until a diversion could oe made on our right. This was 
effected about 6 p. m., when Crook’s command, connecting with the 
Third Division, turned the enemy’s left flank. No sooner was this 
movement fairly under way than the brigade charged across the inter- 
vening space, carrying the works handsomely. The brigade captured 
at the redoubt three 3-inch rifled guns, one 12-pounder brass gun, four 
limbers, five horses and sets of harness, and four caissons complete. 

About 100 prisoners were taken by the brigade on the 21st and 22d 
instant. 

The following commanding officers of regiments, Lieut. Col. J. B. 
Kohler, Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers; Lieut. Col. T. B. Ham- 
ilton, Sixty-second New York; Maj. J. H. Coleman, One hundred and 
second Pennsylvania Volunteers (whose regimental colors were the first 
upon the works); Capt. D. C. Keller, Ninety-third Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, and Capt. J. McGregor, One hundred and thirty-ninth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, are deserving of special mention for their gallantry 
and coolness under fire. 

I regret to reportschat Maj. Robert Munroe, One hundred and thirty- 
ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, is temporarily disabled for service, 
having received a severe wound in the hand in the charge on the even- 
ing of the 21st. 

J cannot commend too highly the conduct of Capt. George Clendenin, 
jr., Capt. Charles W. Eckman, and Lieuts. H. J. Nichols and J. A. Lewis, 
of my staff, who were constantly exposed. Lieutenant Lewis was 
slightly wounded in the affair of the 21st, but resolutely kept the field 
on the following day. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; J. M. WARNER, 
Colonel Eleventh Vermont Volunteers, Commanding Brigade. 


Maj. CHARLES MUNDEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division, Sixth Corps. 


Hpa@rs. FIRST BRIGADE, SECOND Division, SIXTH CORPS, 
November 3, 1864. 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this brigade on the 19th ultimo, near Middletown, Va.: 
At an early hour the troops were aroused by picket-firing, com- 
mencing simultaneously on the extreme right and left of the army. 
About 6 a.m. heavy musketry firing was heard in the direction of 
Crook’s command, and the brigade was ordered to his assistance. We 
moved by the left flank in two lines and formed, under fire from the 
enemy’s skirmishers along Meadow Run, in -the following order from 
left to right: Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, N inety- 
third Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, Sixty-second New York Vet- 
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eran Volunteers, and One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, the One hundred and second Pennsylvania Veteran Vol- 
unteers being in reserve. The Second and Third Brigades went into 
position on our left and the First Division on the right. As soon as 
the line was established the division moved across the run but was with- 
drawn immediately thereafter to its first position. Meantime Crook’s 
command and the Nineteenth Corps were flanked, doubled up, and driven 
to the west of us, carrying with them the Third and a portion of the 
First Divisions. About 7 a.m. the division was withdrawn by General 
Getty to a prominent crest about 300 yards in our rear, facing: in the 
new position nearly south and extending on the left nearly to the run; 
the One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers remained 
in support to Battery C, First Rhode Island. This regiment remained 
detached from the brigade until about 2 p.m. The brigade occupied 
the same relative position to the division throughout the day, and was 
formed in the following order from left to right: Ninety-eighth Penn- 
sylvania Veteran Volunteers, Sixty-second New York Veteran Volun- 
teers, One hundred and second Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, and 
Ninety-third Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, the last two regiments 
extending into the woods. At 8.30 were attacked in front and (not- 
withstanding that the division was isolated, all the troops on the 
right having given way) repulsed the attacking column, with heavy 
loss. The One hundred and second Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteer 
and Ninety-third Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteer Regiments were ad- 
vanced, driving the rebels in confusion down the hill through the woods. 
A few moments later a heavy rebel column was discovered to our right 
andrear. About 9.30, by direction of General Getty retired slowly and 
in good order obliquely toward the pike and halted, after passing the cav- 
alry on a line with the First and Third Divisions opposite Middletown. 
About 10 the entire line was withdrawn to a position about a mile to 
the rear. Here General Sheridan assumed command. Ammunition 
was distributed and the enemy’s skirmishers who attacked about 12 m. 
were repulsed. At 4 p. m. a general advance was ordered. After 
moving about 200 yards, in consequence of the Third Division on our 
right giving away, the Ninety-third Pennsylvania Veteran Volun- 
teers, which occupied the right, fell back in considerable confusion, but 
were quickly rallied. The check was confined to one regiment only, 
and occasioned no serious delay. We then gained a stone wall, where 
a hot fire was kept up for nearly an hour, until the enemy’s left had 
been turned; beyond the point, which was a little in rear of the town, no 
serious opposition was encountered, our troops following the enemy 
across the wide plain from Middletown to Cedar Creek, and driving 
him across in great disorder. At dark we returned to the camp of the 
morning. 

The brigade experienced a great loss in Lieut. Col. John B. Kohler, 
commanding Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, and Maj. 
James H. Coleman, commanding One hundred and second Pennsylvania 
Veteran Volunteers. Colonel Koller was killed before the engagement 
became general, in repulsing an attack upon our pickets on the extreme 
right, and Major Coleman was instantly killed by a musket-ball at the 
head of his regiment in the last grand advance. ! 

I desire especially to commend to the general commanding the con- 
duct of Lieut. Col. Theodore B. Hamilton, commanding Sixty-second 
New York Veteran Volunteers; Lieut. Col. John G. Parr, commanding 
One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers; Capt. James 
Patchell, who succeeded Major Coleman in command of the One hun- 
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dred and second Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers and was afterward 
wounded, and Capt. Gottfried Bauer, commanding Ninety-eighth Penn- 
sylvania Veteran Volunteers. 

Capt. George Clendenin, jr., assistant adjutant-general; Capt. Charles 
W. Eckman, acting assistant inspector-general; Lieuts. H. J. Nichols 
and J. A. Lewis, Eleventh Vermont Volunteers, acting aides-de-camp, 
all of whom I have had occasion to mention before, gave renewed evi- 
dences of their gallantry and efficiency, Captain Eckman and Lieu- 
tenant Nichols being severely wounded. ; 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. WARNER, 
Colonel Bleventh Vermont Volunteers, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. H. STEVENS, Sis ' 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division, Sixth Corps. 


No. 34. 


Reports of Maj. James H. Coleman, One hundred and second Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry, of operations September 19-22. 


Hpgrs. 102D REGIMENT PENNSYLVANIA VETERAN VOLS, 
Camp near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to forward the following report of the 
part taken by the One hundred and second Regiment Pennsylvania 
Veteran Volunteers in the recent operations near Winchester, Va.: 

The regiment left its camp near Clifton, Va., at 1 a. m. of September 
19, moving by way of the Berryville pike, crossing the Opequon Creek 
and forming in line of battle about half a mile from the creek, on the 
left of the pike. At twenty minutes to 12 m. the line advanced 
toward the enemy, passing through a dense woods and over uneven 
ground, and reformed line on this side of the crest occupied by the 
enemy, under a severe musketry and artillery fire. The advance was 
again ordered, the regiment charged with the line at double-quick, rout- 
ing the enemy and driving them in great confusion from their rifle-pits, 
capturing 2 field officers, 8 line officers, and 161 enlisted men, all of 
whom were turned over to the provost-marshal of the corps. (Receipts 
have been received for but a portion of the prisoners.) The regiment also 
captured seven officers’ swords and two army revolvers. The regiment 
pursued the enemy about one mile, and to within 100 yards of their 
battery, which could easily have been taken had not a brigade of the 
enemy appeared on the Berryville pike to our right and rear, which 
forced the regiment to retire, which was done in good order, forming 
line on a crest in front of that originally occupied by the enemy. 
Arrived at this point at twenty minutes to 2 p.m. About 3.30 p. 
m. the regiment again advanced under a terrific artillery fire of shot 
and shell. The line halted and reformed near a brick house on 
the left of the pike and about 200 yards in front of the enemy’s rifle- 
pits. The regiment again advanced with the line, when the enemy 
broke and retreated in great confusion. We pursued them some dis- 
tance to the left of Winchester, when we were ordered to halt and 
bivouac for the night. 

Great credit is due to both officers and men of the regiment for the 
heroic manner in which they discharged their duties during the above- 
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mentioned engagements. Special credit is due to Color Sergt. William 
G. Greenawalt, of Company A, and Sergt. James Porter, of Company F, 
for bravery displayed during the actions. 
Casualties.* 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES H. COLEMAN, 
Major, Comdg. 102d Regiment Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers. 
Capt. GEORGE CLENDENIN, Jr., 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., Second Div., Sizth Corps. 


Hpagrs. 102p REGIMENT PENNSYLVANIA VETERAN VOLS., 
Camp near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders I have the honor to forward 
the following report of the part taken by the One hundred and second 
Regiment Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers in the operations of Sep- 
tember 21 and 22, 1864: 

The regiment left bivouac near Winchester, Va., at 6 a. m. of the 
20th, moving by way of the Winchester pike and arriving near Stras- 
burg, Va., about 2 p. m., when we were ordered to halt and bivouace. 
About noon on the 21st moved to the right about two miles toward 
Fisher’s Hill and formed in line of battle. About 5 p.m. the brigade 
was moved to the right and ordered to charge the enemy’s line near 
Fisher’s Hill, the One hundred and second Regiment forming the right 
of the line, the Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers being 
on our left, supported by the Ninety-third Pennsylvania Veteran Vol- 
unteers. The line was moved forward to within about 150 yards of the 
enemy’s position, when it was halted and reformed, one regiment of the 
Third Division being formed upon the right. At about 6 o’clock the 
order to charge was given, when the line advanced in good order, ‘driv- 
ing the enemy from their position (the One hundred and second Regi- 
ment capturing four prisoners) and forming line of battle upon the 
position from which the enemy had been driven, where, in compliance 
with orders, rifle-pits were thrown up and the regiment bivouacked for 
the night. 

About 3.30 p. m. of the 22d the regiment formed in line of battle on 
the right of the First Brigade. The order to advance was given. We 
passed through a dense woods and over rough and uneven ground, and 
took possession of a line of rifle-pits about 200 yards in front of Fisher’s 
Hill. The regiment, in line, again moved forward at double-quick, the 
enemy using musketry and artillery quite freely upon our line. When 
the line arrived within about thirty yards of their works the enemy 
broke and ran in great confusion, our line carrying the works hand- 
somely. The colors of the One hundred and second Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Veteran Volunteers being the first planted upon the works, 
which was done by Color Sergt. William G. Greenawalt, of Company A. 
The regiment captured in this charge three 3-inch rifled guns, one 12- 
pounder brass gun, four limbers, five horses and sets of harness, tour 
caissons and limbers complete, three commissioned officers, and thirty- 
seven enlisted men prisoners, for all of which I have receipts. We 
pursued the enemy about three miles on the Winchester and Staunton 
pike, when orders to halt were received. 


*Nominal list (here omitted) shows 7 men killed, 2 commissioned officers and 49 
enlisted men wounded, and 4 men missing, 
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Great praise is due both officers and men of the regiment for bravery 
displayed during the operations of the 21st and 22d. Lieut. William 
H. H. Hubley, Company I, and Sergt. Eli Conn, Company H, are 
deserving of special notice, as being the first to mount the enemy’s 
works. 

Casualties.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES H. COLEMAN, 
Major, Comdg. 102d Regiment Pennsylvania, Veteran Volunteers. 


Capt. GEORGE CLENDENIN, Jr., ; ' 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., Second Div., Sixth Corps. 


No. 35. 


Report of Maj. Robert Munroe, One hundred and thirty-nintr Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry, of operations September 19. 


HEADQUARTERS 139TH PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
September 21, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward the following report of the oper- 
ations of my regiment on the 19th instant: 

At 1.30 a. m. of the morning of the 19th instant we broke camp near 
Clifton, and, after a short delay, started off toward the Winchester 
pike, my regiment being the advance of the brigade. After reaching 
the pike the direction of the march was changed toward Winchester. 
After having advanced about two miles beyond the Opequon Creek we 
formed line of battle to the left of the pike, the One hundred and thirty- 
ninth on the extreme left of the brigade, the left of the regiment resting 
on the side of a small hill, a ravine between us and the Third Brigade, 
and a dense growth of small timber in our front. The rebels had two 
guns but a short distance from our front, with which they annoyed us 
considerably, but did not do a great deal of damage. Having received 
orders, 1 advanced a skirmish line through the woodg to the field in 
front. In the charge of Lieutenant Crawford, of Company BK, they 
held the position until the line of battle advanced, when they rejoined 
the regiment. About noon the whole line advanced. It was very 
difficult for us to get through the woods on account of its density, but 
after we were clear of the timber the line was formed in good order 
and advanced on the double-quick under a very heavy fire of shell and 
musketry from the enemy. The enemy gave way precipitately before 
us and fell back to the second woods. Here they endeavored to make 
a stand, but only for a moment, as I threw some skirmishers into the 
woods from the left of the regiment, and with the balance advanced on 
the right of the woods to a road in the ravine, which runs in an oblique 
direction with our line of battle. Down this road the rebels were flee- 
ing in the greatest confusion to a field beyond our left flank. Part of 
the regiment pursued, capturing a good many prisoners, until I ordered 
them to return, fearing that they would be separated to a great distance 
from the balance of the line and in turn be captured themselves. Al- 
though the men were very much exhausted with the heat and fatigue, 
yet still the line advanced; the rebels retreating, very much disorgan- 
ized. We continued our charge for a distance of at least 800 yards, 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 2 commissioned officers and 14 enlisted men 
wounded and 1 man missing, 
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and halted on a by-road running nearly parallel with our line of battle; 
here we commenced firing on the rebels, who were forming in our front 
and had already established batteries which commanded our line. 
Soon we ascertained that the troops on our right had fallen back, and 
under the direction of Captain Lyon, of General Wheaton’s staff, we 
changed the direction of our line more to the right, and made prepara- 
tions to give the rebels a brisk reception. However, as we now had 
but few troops on our right and no connection on our left, it was deemed 
more prudent to fall back, which we did after receiving orders from 
Captain Lyon and Captain Eckman, of the brigade staff, and formed 
on the left of the Ninety-third Regiment, which, with the other regi- 
ments of the brigade, were in line on a road running parallel with the 
road which we had just vacated. The regiment remained in line on 
said road for about two hours or more, apparently waiting for the Nine- 
teenth Corps to re-establish their lines, which had been somewhat con- 
fused in the charge. At last the order was given to forward, which 
the regiment and brigade did with alacrity and in good order. We 
had advanced but a short distance when we encountered the fire of the 
enemy, and several of the regiment were wounded. The regiment was 
particularly annoyed by a battery of the enemy posted on their left 
flank and also by the rebel infantry, who were posted in a point of 
woods on their left. _We advanced to the house on the right of the pike, 
where we halted and commenced firing. After a short time the right 
of our lines advanced, the enemy retiring, when we again advanced 
and halted at the toll-gate, where we remained until we were ordered 
to bivouae. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT MUNROE, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. GEORGE CLENDENIN, Ji., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 36. 


Report of Capt. James McGregor, One hundred and thirty-ninth Penn- 
sylvania Infantry, of operations September 21-22. 


HEADQUARTERS 139TH PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
September 26, 1864. 

Sir: In compliance with orders received, I have the honor to forward 
the following report of operations of my command during the 21st and 
22d instant: 

About 1 o’clock of the afternoon of the 21st instant Major Munroe, 
commanding the regiment, received orders to move, and, with brigade, 
moved forward, and was placed in position in the second line of battle. 
After a time the major was ordered to the right and deployed two com- 
panies as skirmishers to connect with the cavalry on our right, while 
the remainder of the regiment was held in reserve. While in this posi- 
tion the major received orders to charge on a house in front and drive 
away the sharpshooters from it, which was done. The major (liscov- 
ered a crest a short distance in front, which appeared to be a more 
favorable position, and ordered the men forward. Halted at this point 
and became engaged with the enemy. Major Munroe was ordered to 
charge on the enemy’s lines, which the regiment did. The enemy was 
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in force, and the regiment under a heavy fire, and not supported or 
either flank protected fell back. During the five minutes this move- 
ment was being made the right companies which were engaged lost 
twenty officers and men, the regiment at one time being in great con- 
fusion. Major Munroe at this time was wounded and went to the rear, 
when the command devolved on myself. I rallied the men, and under 
orders from a staff officer moved to a crest on the right of our original 
position, where I remained until night came on and the Third Division 
came and occupied the line. I then rejoined the brigade and threw up 
a line of works. On the 22d instant I received orders to move forward, 
and the regiment was deployed as skirmishers and advanced to within 
a short musket-range of the enemy’s line, where we remained until our 
right advanced, driving the enemy, and I changed direction to the left. 
As the line advanced I received orders to charge, which was done, and 
we entered the enemy’s pits and captured some prisoners, and pushed 
on the skirmish line until the confusion of the various troops coming 
together I halted and rejoined the brigade. During the advance of the 
skirmish line the acting adjutant and four of the men were wounded. 
A report of the casualties has been furnished. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
* JAMES McGREGOR, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 
Captain CLENDENIN, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


NOs Bc 


Report of Lieut. Col. John G. Parr, One hundred and thirty-ninth Penn- 
sylvamia Infantry, of operations October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS 139TH PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
October 20, 1864. 

Sir: In compliange with orders, I have the honor to forward the 
following report of the operations of my command during the battles of 
the 19th instant: 

About 6 a.m. I received orders to pack up and move, which was 
done, the regiment moving left in front. After marching about half 
a mile was halted, and formed line of battle, the Sixty-second New 
York on my left, and connecting with the First Division, Sixth Corps, 
on the right; advanced and crossed a creek, but was almost imme- 
diately ordered to recross the stream and change direction to the right. 
While I was engaged in doing this remainder of the brigade moved 
back, and I retired to the point where the line was originally formed. 
Battery C, First Rhode Island, was at this point. At the request of 
its commanding ofticer L formed line to cover the withdrawal of the 
guns, but the officer unlimbered and began firing. The enemy con- 
tinued advancing, and he was compelled to retire. I remained, engag- 
ing the enemy, until he came up on my left and rear and opened fire 
upon us, completely flanking us. I then ordered the regiment to fall 
back, contesting the ground gallantly until the troops on our right 
moved back, when I retired by the flank until I reached a line formed 
by First Division, Sixth Army Corps, where I halted and reported to 
General Wheaton. He told me to remain with his command until the 
whereabouts of the brigade could be ascertained, About 1 p. m. 1 
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rejoined the brigade, and was placed in line on the left of the Sixty: 
second New York, and advanced, at 3 p. m., about half a mile, where a 
halt was made, and opened fire on the enemy. On discovering the 
lines on my right and left retiring, I ordered a withdrawal, but again 
advanced with the line until we reached a point which the enemy had 
been driven trom. Here the line halted, and a brisk fire was opened 
on the enemy. We remained at this point a half hour, engaging the 
eneiny, and then advanced, the enemy falling back in great disorder. 
The pursuit was continued until the works of the Nineteenth Corps 
were reached, where we halted. My regimental colors were the tirst 
ones to reach the works. Of the officers and men I cannot say too 
much, all doing their duty nobly. At one time in the morning the 
command was in great danger of being captured, but by stubbornly 
contesting the ground we escaped. I arrived at my former camp at 
about 6.30 p.m. and bivouacked. 
The list of casualties are forwarded.* 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. PARR, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. GEORGE CLENDENIN, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 38. 


Report of Col. James M. Warner, First Vermont Heavy Artillery, com- 
manding Second Brigade, of operations September 19-20. 


Hpers. SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS, 
September 21, 1864. 

MAJor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the mil- 
itary operations of this brigade on the 19th and 20th instant, inclu- 
Sive: 

The brigade broke camp about 2 a. m. of the 19th, crossing the Ope- 
quon, on the Berryville and Winchester pike, about 6 a, m., and went 
into position under heavy shelling, the left connecting with Wheaton’s 
brigade and the right with the Third Division. The brigade was 
formed in one line in rear of a dense thicket, the right extending to 
the Berryville and Winchester road. I immediately ordered the Sixth 
Regiment, Capt. M. W. Davis commanding, to be deployed to the 
front, and it soon engaged the enemy’s skirmishers. While awaiting 
the arrival of other troops a few casualties occurred from random 
shells. About 12 m.a general advance was ordered, the brigade to 
conform to the movements of the regiment on the right of the pike. 
The troops moved out in splendid style; halted.an instant after emerg- 
ing from the woods in order to rectify the alignment before charging 
over the crest beyond. In front was a long stretch of cleared, undu- 
lating country, the enemy holding position to command the gorges 
through which we must advance. The line advanced at a double-quck 
over the crest, in face of a galling musketry fire, driving the enemy 
back in great confusion. In their eagerness to follow up the first 
success the line was somewhat broken, a portion filing into a ravine 
which was completely enfiladed by the enemy’s fire. Here the loss was 
for a few moments very heavy, principally in the Vifth and Eleventh 


*Embodied in table, yp. 113. 
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Regiments. About 1p. m., in consequence of the giving way of the 
troops on the right, the brigade, which had become considerably scat- 
tered by the fire from the battery and rifle-pits in front, was compelled 
to fall back to a position about half a mile in advance of the one from 
which the line originally started. Meantime the Sixth Regiment ad- 
vanced to the front line, where they remained throughout the day doing 
excellent service. About 3p. m. the entire line again advanced, the 
First Brigade being the directing one. This movement was brilliant 
in the extreme. The brigade did not waver for an instant, but ad- 
vanced steadily until they reached a large brick house, about a mile 
from the town. Here we encountered the hottest fire of the day, being 
exposed to a withering musketry fire in front and to the fire from a 
battery which nearly enfiladed the line. A little beyond this point the 
success of the right was announced and received with cheers. The 
brigade advanced to the town without opposition, and encamped about 
dusk on Abraham’s Creek. On the following day the army marched , 
to Strasburg and encamped about a mile north of the town. 

Were I to mention all the officers who distinguished themselves on 
this occasion I should accompany this report with a roster of the com- 
missioned officers of the brigade. I cannot omit to mention, however, 
the commanding officers of regiments, Maj. E. E. Johnson, Second Ver- 
mont; Maj. A. F. Walker, Eleventh Vermont;. Maj. H. W. Floyd, com- 
manding Third and Fourth; Capt. A. Brown, jr., Fifth, and Capt. M. W. 
Davis, Sixth Regiment, all of whom did their duty nobly. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tracy, Second Vermont, who superintended a portion of the 
line, is errtitled to great credit for being on the tield on this occasion, as 
he was suffering from a severe disability. I have already called the 
attention of the general commanding to the distinguished gallantry of 
pe A. H. Newt and Lieut. H. C, Baxter, who were serving upon my 
staff. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. WARNER, 
Colonel Eleventh Vermont Volunteers, Commanding. 

Maj. CHARLES MUNDEE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division, Sixth Corps. 


No. 39. 


Report of Col. George P. Foster, Fourth Vermont Infantry, commanding 
Second Brigade, of operations September 21-22. 


HDQRS. SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND Drvision, StxtH Corps, 
September 26, 1864. 

Str: [have the honor to make the following report of the operations 
of this brigade on the 21st and 22d of September, 1864: 

On the afternoon of the 21st the brigade was ordered to take position 
on the right of the lirst Division, Sixth Corps, in two lines. The bri- 
gade was tormed, with the left resting on the railroad, west and nearly 
opposite Strasburg. While remaining in this position the first line 
threw up a hasty breast-work of rails. The loss while oceupying this 
position was one enlisted man, Corpl. Thomas J. Miller, Company K, 
Third Vermont Volunteers. He was brigade color bearer and was 
killed while faithfully performing his duty. Late in the afternoon the 
brigade was ordered to the right of the Third and First Brigades to 


Cuap. LV.] THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 209 


drive the enemy from a crest. While moving to the right I received 
notice that the First Brigade, Colonel Warner commanding, had ecar- 
ried the crest; then the brigade was ordered to form on the right of the 
First Brigade, forming an oblique angle. During the night the brigade 
threw up a strong line of breast-works and remained there until the 
next afternoon, when it was ordered to move forward in conjunction 
with the First and Third Brigades. The line was halted on the crest 
near the enemy’s fortifications. Here the First and Third Brigades 
and a portion of this brigade became heavily engaged. From this 
position the brigade was ordered forward with instructions that it 
would be the guiding brigade. Having crossed the stream and gained 
the erest on the opposite side, the brigade was halted until the other 
brigades could form a junction on the left. During the halt the brigade 
kept up a heavy cross-fire on the enemy’s battery in front of the First 
Brigade. The brigade moved from this position with the First and 
Third Brigades, carrying the enemy’s works and capturing many pris- 
oners. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. P. FOSTER, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Maj. CHARLES MUNDER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division, Sixth Corps. 


No. 40. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Lewis A. Grant, U.S. Army, commanding Second 
Brigade, of operations October 19. 


HDQRS. 2D BRIG. (VERMONT BRIG.), 2D Diy., 6TH CoRPs, 
October 25, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the engage- 
ment of the 19th instant: 

This brigade moved from its camp by the left flank and formed on 
the creek near Middletown, facing the pike. General Bidwell’s bri- 
gade was on the left and Colonel Warner’s on the right. Before getting 
into position I threw forward Major Walker’s battalion, of the Eleventh 
Vermont, and the Fifth and Sixth Vermont Regiments, all under com- 
mand of Major Johnson, of the Second Vermont, who deployed them as 
skirmishers and drove the rebel skirmishers from the skirt of the 
woods between the creek and the pike. The brigade then advanced 
in common with the rest of the division, throwing forward the left near 
Middletown. Here it was found that the enemy were pressing forward 
to the right, threatening our rear, and the confmand fell back to a crest 
a short distance in the rear, which crest commanded the ravine and 
some parts of the town. The enemy advanced in heavy force, drove 
in our skirmishers, and attacked the line of battle, and were repulsed. 
As the enemy fell back I threw forward skirmishers to follow closely. 
At this point of time I was informed by General Getty that he had 
assumed command of the corps, and that I was in command of the 
division, whereupon I turned over the command of the brigade to 
Lieut. Col. Tracy, Second Vermont Volunteers, Colonel Foster being 
then absent on duty as general officer of the day for the corps. The 
enemy soon rallied again, drove in the skirmishers, and made a vigor- 
ous attack upon the line, and were repulsed with great slaughter. The 


14 R R—VOL XLII, Pri 


210 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. _—[Cuar. LV. 


attack fell the heaviest upon the right of Bidwell’s and the left of the 
Vermont Brigade, but all parts of the line were under heavy fire. The 
enemy then brought up additional batteries and opened a heavy can- 
nonade, and at the same time pressed our lines with infantry as closely 
as possible. About this time I was informed that there were no troops 
on the right and that the enemy oceupied the woods on the right, and 
L received orders to fall back unless I saw good reasons for holding 
the crest longer. Before having time to give the order the enemy came 
rushing through the woods on the right, pouring a fire into the flank 
and rear of Warner’s brigade, which necessarily fell back, and the 
order was immediately given to the other brigades. After having 
fallen back about half a mile the division was halted and reformed, 
and when it was found that no troops connected on our right the divis- 
ion fell back a short distance farther, leaving a strong skirmish line to 
hold the position then occupied. In falling back this time the com- 
mand obliqued toward the pike, so that when the last position was 
taken the left of the Third Brigade rested on the pike and the left of 
the Vermont Brigade on the little creek. 

General Getty having resumed the command of the division, I 
returned to the command of the brigade again. At this time the 
Second and Third Vermont Regiments held the skirmish line in front. 
After holding this position for some time subject to an artillery fire 
the enemy moved forward to an attack. The attack fell heavily on 
troops to our right, and I was ordered out of the line on the left with 
my command to support the right, where the severest attack had been, 
and where it was supposed the main attack would be. After remain- 
ing in position on the right, in support of the right of the Sixth and 
the left of Nineteenth Corps a short time, I moved back toward the 
left, and, agreeably to orders, took position in reserve, and very soon 
after resumed my former position in the line. An attack being ordered, 
the brigade moved forward under a very heavy fire, guiding on the 
Third Brigade, and taking position behind a stone wall, engaged the 
enemy with great vigor, and held this advanced position for a consider- 
able time alone after the troops on the right and left had retired; and. 
when the line on the right again advanced the brigade advanced upon 
the enemy and drove him from a strong position near the mill and from 
behind stone walls. The enemy fell back a short distance and took 
another position behind another stone wall and was soon driven from 
that. The brigade rushed forward at a double-quick and the enemy 
wasentirely routed. After leaving the mill there was no halting until the 
enemy was driven across Cedar Creek and the cavalry had taken up 
the pursuit. The distance which the enemy was driven was about 
three miles, and after the rout commenced the battle was with the 
swift alone. The men rushed forward in pursuit of the enemy, and, in 
their haste, lost nearly all organization; but all seemed intent on pur- 
suing and overtaking the enemy. Upon arriving near Cedar Creek 
the cavalry overtook and passed us, and a battery came forward and 
engaged the enemy. The brigade halted and reorganized near the 
bridge over Cedar Creek, and somewhat in advance of any other infan- 
try force, and then returned to the camp occupied the night before. 

The loss of the brigade was, 33 killed, 210 wounded, and 41 miss- 
ing; aggregate, 284. I herewith inclose nominal list of casualties. 

Among the killed I regret to name Lieut. O. R. Lee, Eleventh Ver- 
mont, a promising and gallant officer. Of those who received honorable 
wounds were Capt. George H. Amidon and Lieut. Henry ©. Baxter, of 
the brigade staff; also, Lieut. Col, A. S. Tracy, Second Vermont Vol- 
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unteers; Capts. W. H. Hubbard, Third Vermont, J. P. Aikens, Fourth 
Vermont, Thomas Kavaney, Fifth Vermont, Edwin R. Kinney and 
Thomas B. Kennedy, Sixth Vermont Volunteers, and Edward P. Lee, 
Eleventh Vermont; Lieuts. A. W. Ferry, Second Vermont, A. W. Lyon, 
Third Vermont, and G. O. French, Eleventh Vermont. 

I desire to commend in general terms for their good conduct the regi- 
mental commanders and their respective commands, and to specially 
mention Maj. H. W. Floyd, Third Vermont Volunteers, commanding 
regiment, and my two aides-de-camp, Lieut. George H, Sessions, Fifth 
Vermont Volunteers, and Lieut. Henry C. Baxter, Eleventh Vermont 
Volunteers, for their truly conspicuous and gallant conduct. I desire 
also to make honorable mention of Col. J. M. Warner, Lieut. Col. 
A. 8. Tracy, and Lieutenant-Colonel French, brigade commanders, for 
their noble conduct while I was in command of the division. 

General Bidwell was shot from his horse while in the noble discharge 
of his duties while I was in command of the division. He had twice 
gallantly repulsed the enemy from his front and fell almost in the ranks 
of his command. It has been my fortune to serve in the same division 
with General Bidwell for more than three years. As regimental com- 
manders and also as brigade commanders we have often performed 
the duties of the camp and the march and fought side by side, and it 
is but just to say that on every occasion he bore himself with gentle- 
manly deportment and with marked coolness and intrepidity. 

I remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. A. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
Maj. CHARLES MUNDEER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 41. 


Report of Col. James M. Warner, First Vermont Heavy Artillery, of 
operations August 21, 


Hpars. First ARTILLERY (ELEVENTH VERMONT VOLS.), 
August 27, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of an 
engagement in which this regiment participated on the 21st instant: 
About 9 a. m., the picket on our front and flank having been driven 
in, the Second Division of the corps was promptly thrown out, and ina 
few minutes had driven the enemy a mile and completely re-established 
the line. Almost the entire regiment was on the skirmish line through- 
out the day, and were subjected to a hot fire from 9 a.m. until dark. 
I regret to announce the loss of Lieut. Col. G. E. Chamberlin, who was 
mortally wounded early in the day while gallantly leading his battalion. 
Colonel Chamberlin received a musket-ball through the abdomen, and 
survived but a few hours. : 
I have already furnished a complete list of casualties, but omitted to 
mention the loss of a color sergeant to each battalion. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. WARNER, 
Colonel Eleventh Vermont Volunteers, Commanding. 


PETER T. WASHBURN, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, State of Vermont. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel D, Bidwell, U.S. Army, commanding Third 
Brigade, of operations September 19-22. 


Hpgrs. THIRD BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, SIxTH CORPS, 
September 28, 1864. 


Sir: In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I have the 
honor to submit the following report of the part taken by the Third 
Brigade, Second Division, Sixth Corps, in the battle at the Opequon 
Creek on the 19th instant: 

We broke camp at 2 a. m. on the morning of the 19th and moved to 
the Berryville and Winchester pike, where we had the advance of the 
infantry column of the army. Crossing the Opequon River, and hav- 
ing proceeded about one mile and a half toward Winchester, we 
caine up to the cavalry line, engaging the enemy, and were ordered to 
take position on the left of a deep ravine and also form the extreme 
left of the general line. This position was taken up by the regiments 
in this brigade in the following order: The One hundred and twenty- 
second New York Volunteers were moved into a rail breast-work the 
cavalry had thrown up, and the Seventy-seventh New York Volunteers 
were placed fifty paces in rear, in support; the Forty-third New York 
Volunteers were placed on the left, in rear of the One hundred and 
twenty-second New York Volunteers, in echelon, the Forty-ninth New 
York Volunteers on their left, with their left refused, and the Seventh 
Maine on the left of the Forty-ninth New York Volunteers, with its 
left still more refused and resting on Abraham’s Creek, and the Sixty- 
first Pennsylvania Volunteers in reserve, in rear of the last three men- 
tioned regiments. While making the dispositions the enemy opened on 
the brigade with a battery, which did us considerable injury. As soon 
as the brigade was in position a skirmish line was thrown out crossing 
Abrahain’s Creek and connecting with a dismounted cavalry skirmish 
line. About noon I was ordered to have my skirmish line advance, 
connecting and guiding with the line of the First Brigade of this divis- 
ion, which was on our right. This was done and our line advanced 
about 300 yards. Shortly afterward the lines of battle were all ordered 
to advance, we guiding to the right. In executing this movement the 
regiments on the left of the One hundred and twenty-second New York 
‘Volunteers were moved so much more rapidly as to be able to conform 
to the direction of the general line when we had reached the most 
advanced point gained in this charge. The enemy making a charge on 
the skirmish line on the left of the creek, which charge also threatened 
our left, [ had the Sixty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers moved to pro- 
tect that flank, and some of the regiments of the brigade on our right 
having been thrown into confusion by advancing too rapidly and the 
enemy charging them, [ had the Seventy-seventh New York Volunteers 
deployed on the right of my line, and at the same time ordered Battery 
M, Fifth U.S. Artillery, to take position on my right, which, opening 
fire, checked the advance of the enemy. In this position we remained 
about two hours, when we were again ordered to advance. The enemy 
had been pressed back on the right of our general line and retreated 
across our front to our left. As before, I was ordered to guide and con- 
nect with the First Brigade of this division, which in advancing kept 
obliquing to the right, and as the enemy were accumulating in large 
numbers in a piece of woods on our left, I had to throw the Forty-third 
New York Volunteers in the skirmish line, who extended their inter- 
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vals as we advanced toward Winchester. In all this maneuvering the 
battery before spoken of followed us up and went into position and 
opened fire as each successive crest was gained. After having nearly 
reached Winchester the enemy all disappeared in our proper front, and 
the whole brigade line was formed facing to what had been our flank, 
perpendicular to the Strasburg and Winchester pike, and a division of 
the Nineteenth Corps came up and prolonged our line to the left. We 
were then again advanced about half a mile, but the enemy being 
in full retreat, and it growing dark, we were halted and bivouacked for 
the night. This was the close of the action before Winchester. 
Herewith I send a nominal list of casualties in this engagement.* 
On the 20th instant we pursued the enemy and came upon them in 
their intrenchments at Fisher’s Hill, near Strasburg, when two regi- 
ments of this brigade, the Forty-ninth and Seventy-seventh New York 
Volunteers, were thrown forward as skirmishers and pickets, with their 
left resting on the Strasburg and Winchester pike, and the remainder 
of the brigade went into camp for the night. About 2 p.m. the next 
day the skirmish line was moved forward and prolonged to the right, 
and this brigade moved about one mile west of the Strasburg and 
Winchester pike, taking position on the right of the Second Brigade 
and on the left of the First Brigade, and at the same time deployed the 
One hundred and twenty-second New York Volunteers as skirmishers 
in our front, who, attempting to advance, found such a heavy line of 
the enemy in the front as to effectually resist their advancement. 
Shortly afterward a regiment of the Third Division charged through 
them, attempting to dislodge the enemy, but were repulsed, and they 
fell back through our lines. Just at dark the First Brigade of this 
division charged the enemy at this point and drove them from their 
position, when we took position in the woods on their left in two lines, 
which we intrenched during the night. The One hundred and twenty- 
second New York were withdrawn and two companies of the Seventh 
Maine were advanced as skirmishers. In this position we remained 
until about 4 p. m. of the 22d instant, when we were ordered to 
advance and take possession of a crest immediately in front of the 
enemy’s position, guiding on the First Division, on our left. We moved 
forward to the crest designated and halted. In executing this maneu- 
ver we were exposed to a heavy artillery fire, and the brigade on our 
right, being still more exposed than we, halted in an old rifle-pit about 
100 yards in rear of our front line. In this position we remained from 
twenty minutes to half an hour, when reports having come that the 
left of the enemy had been turned, and they showing uneasiness on our 
right, we were ordered to charge their works in our front, which had 
been considered by them to be impregnable. At the command ‘for- 
ward,” the brigade started considerably in advance of the First Divis- 
ion and the remainder of this division, and succeeded in planting 
simultaneously the colors of the One hundred and twenty-second and 
Forty-third New York Volunteers in an earth-work of the enemy, con- 
taining four guns, which were captured, together with about 150 
prisoners. Some men of the Forty-third New York Volunteers and 
Sixty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers turned and fired two of the guns 
on the retreating enemy, who fled in wild confusion, when the whole 
brigade started in pursuit. Arriving near the Winchester pike they 
found the enemy had one piece of artillery with a slight support, which 
they were about to open on us, when the Forty-third New York Volun- 
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veers charged and captured it, shooting the horse of the major of the 
First Louisiana, in command of it, capturing him, together with the 
colonel of the Twenty-sixth Georgia, who was at the time in command 
of the Georgia brigade. The brigade then followed the enemy up the 
pike until halted, where they remained until joined by the Forty-ninth 
and Seventy-seventh New York Volunteers, who had during this time 
been skirmishing in front of the Nineteenth Corps. Here we remained 
until the pursuit of the enemy was taken up by the whole army. 

Annexed you will find a numerical list* of casualties on this occasion. 

I would call attention to the following officers, whose conduct during 
thesé engagements was partieularly meritorious: Lieut. Col. W. B. 
French, Seventy-seventh New York Volunteers, for the able manner he 
handled the skirmish line before Fisher’s Hill, the 20th and 22d instant. 
Maj. C. A. Milliken, Forty-third New York Volunteers, for leading his 
regiment in the charge at Fisher’s Hill, assisting in capturing five 
pieces of artillery. Second Lieut. and Actg. Adjt. William J. Kaiser, 
Forty-ninth New York Volunteers, for bravery during the engagement 
at Winchester, in which he was wounded. Lieut. R. H. Moses, One 
hundred and twenty-second New York Volunteers, for leading his regi- 
ment in the charge at Fisher’s Hill. Capt. Alexander B. Sumner, Sev- 
enth Maine, for ability shown in handling the skirmish line before 
Winchester; and I am particularly indebted to Maj. William H. Long, 
assistant adjutant-general; Capt. George H. Selkirk, acting assistant 
inspector-general; Capt. George S. Orr, acting aide-de-camp, and Lieut. 
L. C. Small, aide-de-camp, for the assistance and services rendered on 
both these occasions, and every officer and man in the command did 
his duty. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANL. D. BIDWELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. CHARLES. MUNDEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division. 


No. 43. 


Report of Col. Thomas W. Hyde, First Maine Veteran Infantry, com- 
manding Third Brigade, of operations October 19. 


Hpars. THIRD BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, SixTH CORPS, 
October 28, 1864. 

Str: In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I have the 
honor to submit the following report of this brigade during the action 
of the 19th instant, together with the reports of regimental commanders: 

Just before daybreak on the 19th instant, hearing firing on the picket- 
line on the right, and shortly afterward hearing it on the left, reveille 
was sounded, and the brigade held under arms. About 6.30 o’clock 
orders came from division headquarters to fall in and move out by the 
left flank at once, and in a few minutes orders came to move out at 
double-quick and take position on the left of the Second Brigade of this 
division, in two lines, parallel to the pike. This position was taken up 
by the regiments of this brigade, the first consisting, from right to left 
of the Sixty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, Forty-ninth New York, 
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First Maine Veteran Volunteers; the second, of the Seventy-seventh 
New York Volurteers, One hundred and twenty-second New York Vol- 
unteers, Forty-third New York Volunteers. We were immediately 
ordered to move forward, and at the same time to hold the right, so that 
the left should swing forward and extend across the pike. We had 
moved but a short distance when we were halted and ordered to move 
back and take position on the crest of the hill just left. This we did, 
and seeing the enemy moving to our left the regiments were so moved 
that when they had reached the crest they were formed on the left of 
the Second Brigade, in one line, in the following order, from right to 
left: Sixty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, Seventy-seventh New York, 
Forty-ninth New York Volunteers, First Maine Veteran Volunteers, 
One hundred and twenty-second New York Volunteers. The Forty- 
third New York was thrown slightly to the rear, in reserve, on the left. 
Our line, conforming to the crest of the hill, formed an arc of a circle. 
Two companies of the First Maine were thrown forward and to the lett 
as skirmishers, and the enemy pressing them strongly and moving past 
their left (the skirmish line previously thrown out from the Vermont 
Brigade having retired), they were re-enforced by two companies of 
the Forty-third New York Volunteers, and the line extended to the left, 
connecting with a cavalry skirmish line. The three left regiments, as 
soon as formed on the hill, threw up a slight breast-work of rails, and 
the three right regiments sent forward vedettes. 

During all this time the fog had been very dense, and the smoke from 
the guns of our skirmishers, who were warmly engaged with the foe, ren- 
dered the atmosphere still more dense, so thatit was almost impossible to 
see through it a short distance, when suddenly the enemy appeared in 
two lines, within thirty yards of our line of battle. The density of the 
fog had allowed them to rush over our vedettes without their being able 
to warn the line, and under cover of the steepness of the hill they ap- 
proached thus near unobserved. Instantly upon seeing the lines, ours 
was ordered to fire, which they did, and which was returned almost simul- 
taneously by theenemy. Seeing the lines waver a charge was ordered, 
which was executed.in fine style, driving the enemy off the hill, they 
leaving a number of prisoners in our hands, together with some of their 
killed and wounded. It was while leading in this charge that the com- 
manding officers of the One hundred and twenty-second New York Vol- 
unteers and Sixty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, Maj. J. M. Brower and 
Capt. D. J. Taylor, were killed, both brave and faithful soldiers. We 
followed them about 100 yards, when the regiments were ordered back 
and directed to reform on the crest of the hill in the position just 
vacated. Mounted officers (who were afterward said by prisoners to 
be General Early and staff, and two of whose horses we succeeded in 
killing) were seen through the mist reforming and urging their men to 
a second assault, and we had scarcely reformed on the hill when the 
enemy appeared again on the crest within thirty yards of our lines, and, 
as before, we poured a heavy volley into them, charging, when they fled 
in the wildest confusion. Wereturned to the hill again, and the enemy 
opened avery heavy artillery fire upon us. We remained in this post- 
tion a few moments, when orders came to retire, and General Bidwell 
went to the right of his line to superintend the movement, when he was 
mortally wounded by a shell, and a second afterward Capt. G. 8. Orr, ot 
his staff, lost an arm. Lieut. Col. W. B. French assumed command, and 
the lines were retired without the slightest confusion or disorder about 
300 yards, obliquing toward the Winchester pike. We then took posi- 
tion in one line on aroad running perpendicular to the Winchester 
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pike, threw up a breast-work of rails, and replenished our ammunition. 
During this retrograde movement the enemy did not press Us, they 
having received too hot a blast already. Our skirmish line, under com- 
mand of Captain Sumner, First Maine Volunteers, was wheeled so as 
to be perpendicular to the Winchester pike, the left resting near it and 
the right connecting with the skirmish line of the Second Brigade, and 
placed under cover of a stone wall. 

The main line was again ordered to retire and oblique to the right so 
as to gain ground toward the Winchester pike. General L. A. Grant 
ordered a position to be taken on acrest of a hill about one mile and a 
half in rear of Middletown, but this order was countermanded by Gen- 
eral Getty, and the brigade placed in single line about one mile from 
Middletown, on the right of the Winchester pike and extending across 
and perpendicular to it, connecting with the Second Brigade on our right 
and on our left with the cavalry. We then threw up a slight breast- 
work of rails and remained in this position until 1 p. m., when the 
Second Brigade was withdrawn, and their position taken up by the 
Forty-ninth New York, Forty-third New York Volunteers, and a bat- 
talion of heavy artillery belonging to a provisional brigade, which had 
wandered to the front and was ordered by Lieutenant-Colonel French 
into the position. The Sixty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers were thrown 
forward as skirmishers, resting their lefton the pike and their righton the 
skirmishers of the First Maine. About 3.30 p.m. the Second Brigade 
resumed their former position, and the Forty-third New -York and 
Forty-ninth New York theirs, and the heavy artillery battalion-went 
to join their command to the rear. About 4 p.m. we were ordered to 
advance, the line being then formed from right to left, in the following 
order: Seventy-Seventh, Forty-ninth, One hundred and twenty-second, 
Forty-third New York Volunteers, First Maine VeteranVolunteers. In 
advancing we were ordered to guide left on the Winchester pike, but 
to move very slowly, so as to allow the brigades on the right to gain 
ground in advancing, that the whole division might execute a change of 
direction to the left. This brigade was ordered to commence the move- 
ment, which was done, but the brigade on our right did not gain ground 
as fast as was expected, and we had advanced about 250 yards, when 
the enemy opened on us with canister from a battery behind the mill, 
and an infantry fire from a line posted behind a stone wall in our front 
and right, and whose fire upon the troops on our right was masked by 
houses and the nature of the ground; also a battery on the left opened 
directly upon that flank. This enfilading artillery fire on both flanks 
and heavy musketry caused the brigade to waver, and as there was no 
protection or cover in front we were ordered to fall back, it being 
intended to retire a.short distance until the troops on our right should 
advance and divide the enemy’s fire, but the nature of the ground 
afforded no cover until the position occupied during the day was reached, 
where the troops were speedily reformed and advanced at a double- 
quick, and took possession near Middletown of a stone wall, from behind 
which we engaged the enemy for a short time, when another charge of 
the whole line was ordered. We advanced at a double-quick, and when 
near Middletown the battery which had played into our left was seen 
in position, and the left of the regiments supporting it not over fifty 
yards distant from the pike. About twenty men of the Forty-third 
New York Volunteers and First Maine Veteran Volunteers opened 
fire on their flank and charged; the battery limbered upand retired at 
arun, accompanied by the supports. Our men passed through the town, 
formed themselves again, opened fire on the flank of the same battery, 
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and it was limbered up and ran again to the rear, with its supports, 
without returning a shot. Pursuit was kept up until we reached the 
works on the Winchester pike near Cedar Creek, and fire was opened 
on the confused mass of men and vehicles crossing that stream, and 
kept up until they were charged upon [by] the cavalry, when the 
brigade moved back and went into camp on the ground occupied the 
previous day. 

The voice of all present bears witness to the skill with which Lieut. 
Col. W. B. French, Seventy-seventh New York Volunteers, handled the 
brigade after the lamented Bidwell fell, and to the gallantry of Major 
Long, assistant adjutant-general, who by his coolness and good judg- 
ment contributed no unimportant part to the success of our arms. 

Good service was rendered by Capt. George H. Selkirk, acting assist- 
ant inspector-general, by Capt. George S. Orr, acting aide-de-camp, 
until seriously wounded, and by Lieut. Lemuel C. Small, aide-de-camp. 

The behavior of the officers and men was everything that is com- 
mendable. When so many deserve a mention, to name a few would but 
excite invidious comparison. 

Herewith appended is a nominal list of casualties.* 

General D. D. Bidwell, attached to the brigade from its first organi- 
zation as colonel Forty-ninth New York Volunteers, and endeared to 
all by his many soldierly virtues, kindness of heart, and sterling 
patriotism, has at last fallen in the first line of battle. 

lam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS W. HYDE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Maj. CHARLES MUNDEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division. 


No. 44. 


Report of Maj. Stephen C. Fletcher, Seventh Maine Infantry, of oper- 
ations September 22. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH MAINE VOLUNTEERS, 
October 1, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to state that when the lines were formed for 
the final charge on Fisher’s Hill, September 22, the right of my regi- 
ment connected with the left of the First Brigade. I received orders 
to charge and gave the orders to the regiment, before any part of the 
First Brigade commenced moving. As the movement was made we 
were compelled to oblique to the right so much that the whole of my 
regiment was in front of the line oceupied by the First Brigade. After 
crossing the canal at the stone house, and commencing to ascend the 
hill, shots from the Tirst Brigade, charging in our rear, compelled us to 
halt until they came through the orchard, so as to see that the shorten- 
ing of the line had placed us in their front. As soon as it was made 
known to them we again moved forward, charging upon the rebel works. 
When we reached them the gunners had not all left the guns, and 
several prisoners were taken before crossing the railroad. No force 
entered the-works on our front before us. Two guns stood near the 
place where the right of the regiment crossed the works, and at the left 
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I saw, the colors of the other regiments of our brigade in the works 
while the First was still charging up the hill. From the position of the 
line, my regiment had less distance by nearly the length of its front to 
pass over in charging than the troops on the right. ; 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN C. FLETCHER, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Maj. WixL1Am H. LONG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 45. 


Report of Maj. Charles A, Milliken, Forty-third New York Infantry, of 
operations September 22. 


Hpers. Forty-THIRD BATTALION NEW YORK VOLS., 
October 1, 1864. 

Srr: Learning that the First Brigade of the division claims to have 
captured the battery at Fisher’s Hill on the 22d of September, 1864, I 
have the honor to forward the following report of the part taken by 
the Forty-third Battalion New York Volunteers and other regiments 
belonging to the Third Brigade: 

The Forty-third Battalion New York Volunteers was in the second 
line of battle, and directly in front of the battery captured, the One 
hundred and twenty-second New York Volunteers on the right, and the 
First Division on the left, the left of the First Brigade resting about 
150 yards in rear of the right of the One hundred and twenty-second New 
York Volunteers. When the line advanced the Forty-third Battalion 
and One hundred and twenty-second New York Volunteers moved at 
double quick, mixing with the first line of battle, composed of the Sixty- 
first Pennsylvania Volunteersand Seventh Maine Volunteers, the Forty- 
third Battalion placing the first colors upon the enemy’s works, and, in 
conjunction with the Seventh Maine, Sixty-first Pennsylvania, and One 
hundred and twenty-second New York, captured the battery claimed 
by the First Brigade. As soon as possible John Singleton, C. Fitz- 
gerald, and Dennis Ganey, of the Forty-third Battalion, turned and fired 
one of the guns upon the flying enemy, who were retreating toward 
the Winchester and Staunton pike. The First Brigade did not advance 
until the Third Brigade was within fifty yards of the battery, and were 
some 200 yards in rear and to the right of the Third Brigade at the 
time the guns were captured. Thinking that quite a number of pris- 
oners could be captured if the enemy were pursued, I ordered forward 
the Forty-third Battalion without detailing men to guard the captured 
guns, and when some 500 yards from the guns the battalion was fired 
upon by men belonging to the First Brigade who had just entered the 
works. One gun was also captured after crossing the pike by men 
belonging to the Third Brigade, and half a mile from the first guns 
captured. From the position occupied by the First Brigade in the line 
of battle at the time the advance commenced, it was impossible for 
them to capture any artillery unless they obliqued to the right and rear 
of the Third Brigade and passed through them, which they did not do. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES A. MILLIKEN, 
Major, Commanding Forty-third Battalion New York Volunteers. 
Maj. WILLIAM H. Lone, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Reports of Lieut. Col. Winsor B. French, Seventy-seventh New York In- 
Santry, of operations September 19 and October 19. 


Hpars. SEVENTY-SEVENTH NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
October 4, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part this 
regiment took in the engagement of the 19th ultimo near Winchester, 
‘Wars 

In marching to take position my regiment was second in the column 
and followed the One hundred and twenty-second New York. Soon 
after sunrise we were formed in line and advanced through a corn-field 
and took position in an old road on the crest of a hill and at the left of 
the One hundred and twenty-second New York, somewhat protected 
from the enemy’s fire, which was quite severe, by temporary breast- 
works taken from the enemy by Wilson’s cavalry, which we relieved. 
I at once detached twenty good shots to go a little in advance, with 
orders to fire upon two of the enemy’s pieces of artillery, and which 
were very annoying tous, and also to act as sharpshooters to keep 
down those of the enemy who were constantly picking off my officers and 
men, {and they,| together with the occasional firing of the One hundred 
and twenty-second New York, in a measure kept the two pieces silent. 
There were two other pieces of the enemy’s artillery in a ravine run- 
ning between the First and Third Brigades, and so far in front as to 
be out of rifle reach, which gave us much trouble. Having remained 
in this position for some hours, I was ordered to throw out skirmishers, 
connecting with the First Brigade on the right, which rested in a deep 
ravine before mentioned, and extending left to the road in which we 
were lying. Four companies were deployed, under the charge of Major 
Babcock, and the six remaining companies moved so as to give them 
support. -We were ordered to advance, keeping connection with the 
First Brigade, and to move at the same time with them. When the 
order to advance was given the skirmishers moved forward promptly 
and in good style, closely followed by the six companies, in line. The 
enemy’s fire of artillery and musketry was very severe, their infantry 
holding a strong position on the crest of a hill and behind a fence 
directly in front, but they soon broke and ran, leaving the open field 
clear for 500 yards to a piece of woods, to which we quickly advanced, 
keeping good connection with the First Brigade, but losing it entirely 
with the One hundred and twenty-second New York. In advancing 
the First Brigade moved forward, changing direction to the left, thereby 
compelling me to do the same. When we reached the woods the First 
Brigade slowly fell back, but owing to the conformation of the line I 
was able to keep iny position and line intact. We remained here sey- 
eral hours and at length advanced, with skirmishers well out, driving 
the enemy rapidly back, keeping good connection with the First Bri- 
gade until the victory was won and the enemy routed. 

My loss was not severe—2 killed and 38 wounded. 

I take great pleasure in saying that the officers and men under my 
command did their duty manfully and bravely. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
W. B. FRENCH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Maj. WiLLiAM H. Lona, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpgrs. SEVENTY-SEVENTH NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp near Strasburg, Va., October 27, 1864. 


Str: In compliance with circular of yesterday, I have the honor to 
make the following report of the part my regiment took in the engage- 
ment of the 19th instant, and to send nominal list of casualties; 140 
men and 4 officers having been detailed for picket the day before, my 
immediate command was very small: ; : 

I took position in the brigade line second from the right, having the 
Sixty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers on my right and the Forty-ninth 
New York Volunteers on my left. A few skirmishers, under charge 
of Capt. Charles E. Stevens, were thrown to the front for the purpose 
of observing the movements of the enemy, who were rapidly advancing, 
a thick fog enabling them to approach close to my line unobserved. 
The formation was in two lines. They came boldly up to within thirty 
paces of my line under the cover of a hill. Upon rising they received 
a full volley from our guns, which seemed to throw them into confu- 
sion. I at once ordered a charge, which the regiments on my right 
and left nobly participated in. The enemy broke and fled in disorder 
down the hill and beyond the reach of our rifles, leaving a few of his 
killed, wounded, and prisoners in our hands. A heavy artillery fire 
opening on us we retired to our original line. He quickly reformed 
and came up again, this time in singleline. A little confusion occurred 
at this time dwing to the giving way of regiments on my left, and we 
were compelled to fall back,-but only a few paces, where we quickly 
reformed and received the enemy at close range, he coming up boldly 
within twenty paces, but a well-directed fire sent him reeling to the 
rear. We again advanced and occupied our former position. Soon 
the whole force on the right commenced retiring and I followed the 
movement, leaving no prisoners and bringing off my wounded. At 
this time I learned of the death of General Bidwell, and at once took 
command of the brigade. The regiment retired in line and took posi- 
tion on the right of and near the pike, where it remained till about 4 
p.m., when it advanced in conformity with the line, at this time having 
the extreme left of the brigade. It met with no considerable loss 
until near the brick mill. Here it received a withering fire from the 
stone wall in our front, occupied by the enemy, and the sharpshooters 
posted inthe mill. My color sergeant, Benjamin A. Briggs; color-cor- 
poral, Warren Earl, and the adjutant, Lieut. G. F. Thomas, were shot 
down successively with the colors, the last killed. The left regiment 
of the Vermont Brigade gave way and also the left of my own brigade. 
The regiment then fell back in good order. The whole line was quickly 
reformed in its original position; a second advance was made, this time 
with little loss and much less opposition. The stone wall was gained, 
which afforded protection from the enemy’s musketry from the elevated 
ground in our front. This position was held for a few minutes and 
again we advanced. The enemy then broke and ran in confusion. 
Tor the rest it was simply a running fight, without order or formation, 
through Middletown, at the outskirts of which the brigade was formed 
in line. The regiment advanced without being further engaged during. 
the action of that day. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the officers and men under my 
command; they behaved admirably, displaying that coolness and bray- 
ery So necessary and commendable under fire. 

; W. B. FRENCH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Maj. WILLIAM H. Lone, 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brig., Second Div., Sixth Corps. 
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No. 47. 


Report of Capt. David J. Taylor, Sixty-first Pennsylvania Infantry, of 
operations September 22. 


HvDaQrs. SIXTY-FIRST REGIMENT PENNSYLVANIA VOLS8., 
October 1, 1864. 


MAJsor: In connection with the fact of our (Third) brigade capturing 
the rebel battery at Fisher’s Hill, on September 22, 1864, I would most 
respectfully make the following statement: 

The battery in question was directly in front of our brigade. On the 
right of my regiment was the Seventh Maine, and on my left, between 
my regiment and the First Division, [sic] and before we reached the 
work the Forty-third New York had formed and assaulted with us. Our 
(Third Brigade) line reached the work and the guns before any other 
troops. While still continuing our pursuit of the flying enemy, the 
First Brigade of our division came up in our rear and near the battery 
and opened fire with musketry, many of the bullets falling in our ranks, 
which were nearly 500 yards in advance. I hurried back and en- 
deavored to stop the firing. I then Jearned that the First Brigade had 
placed a guard on the guns that we had captured. In my judgment 
the true position of the First Brigade was too far to the right to be of 
any use in assaulting this particular point. They must necessarily 
have inclined to their left very much to gain it; in doing so they would 
either have obliqued across our front, or come up in our rear, which they 
did do. 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 
D. J. TAYLOR, 
Captain, Commanding Sixty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


Maj. W. H. Lone, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Brigade. 


No. 48. 


Report of Brig. Gen. James B. Ricketts, U. S. Army, commanding Third 
Division, of operations September 19-22. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, SIXTH ARMY CORPS, 
Camp at Harrisonburg, Va., September 27, 1864. 

Masor: In compliance with orders, I have the hoifor to submit a 
report of the operations of this division in the late engagements at 
Opequon and Fisher’s Hill. 

At 2.30 a.m. September 19, 1864, this command broke camp near 
Clifton, Va., with orders to proceed across the country in the direction 
of the Opequon River; crossed the river about 7 a.'m., on the Berry- 
ville and Winchester pike; from thence it was moved ‘to within three 
miles of Winchester and formed under the crest of a hill to the right 
of the pike on the right of the Second Division—First Brigade, Colonel 
Emerson, on the left, Second Brigade, Colonel Keifer, on the right, 
which was the right of the Sixth Corps. This position was attained 
about 9 a.m. Skirmishers were thrown forward immediately for the 
purpose of driving the enemy’s skirmishers back, that a battery might 
be placed in our front. This being accomplished the fighting was con- 
fined to the skirmish line and the artillery until 11.40 a.m, The Nine- 
teenth Army Corps was formed about 11 a.m. upon the right of the 
Sixth Corps, connecting with the right of my division. At the hour 
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last mentioned the whole line-advanced. As soon as we commenced 
to advance we were exposed to a heavy artillery fire from the enemy. 
Major Vredenburgh, commanding Fourteenth New Jersey Volunteers, 
who was charged with the direction of the line, and while bravely 
urging his troops onward was struck by a shell and instantly killed, 
his last words being, “ Guide on me, boys; I will do the best I can.” 
The division moved quickly forward for about one mile, passing Mr. 
Dinkle’s house on the right of the pike and capturing almost all of the 
enemy in our immediate front. The Nineteenth Corps did not move 
and keep connection with my right, and the turnpike upon which the 
division was dressing bore to the left, causing a wide interval between 
the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps. As the lines advanced the interval 
became greater. The enemy discovering this fact, hurled a large body 
of men toward the interval and threatened to take my right in flank. 
Colonel Keifer at once caused the One hundred and thirty-eighth and 
Sixth-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers and One hundred and tenth 
Ohio Regiment to break their connection with the right of the 
remainder of his brigade and move toward the advancing columns of 
the enemy. Those three regiments most gallantly met the overwhelm- 
ing masses of the enemy and held them in check. As soon as the Nine- 
teenth Corps engaged the enemy the force in my front commenced 
slowly retiring. The three regiments named were pushed forward 
until they came upon two batteries (eight guns), silencing them and 
compelling the enemy to abandon them. The three regiments had 
arrived within less than 200 yards of the two batteries when the-Nine- 
teenth Corps, after a most gallant resistance, gave way. These guns 
would have been taken by our troops had our flanks been properly 
protected. The enemy at once came upon my right flank in large force; 
successful resistance was no longer possible; the order was given for 
our men to fall back on the second line, but the enemy advancing at the 
time in force threw us temporarily into confusion. The line was soon 
reformed and the enemy again driven from the house above mentioned 
and our line formed about 100 yards in advance, the men protecting 
themselves with rails, &e. Heavy firing on both sides was kept up. 
While holding this line the enemy charged twice, but was repulsed, with 
heavy loss, both times. About 4 p.m. a general advance took place, 
the enemy gave way before the impetuosity ot our troops and were soon 
completely routed. This division pressed forward with the advanced 
line to and through the streets of Winchester to the heights beyond. 
Night came on and the pursuit of the enemy was stopped. The troops 
of my division encamped with the corps on the Strasburg and Front 
Royal roads south of Winchester. 

This division took in this engagement 149 prisoners. 

This division lost in the battle of Opequon some valiant and superior 
officers. Among others, the division mourns the loss of the gallant 
Major Dillingham, of the Tenth Vermont Volunteers. Major Vreden- 
burgh, commanding Fourteenth New Jersey Volunteers, was killed 
instantly early in the action. He was a brave and skillful officer. 
Col. J. W. Horn, Sixth Maryland Volunteers, than whom none excelled 
for distin guished bravery, was severely if not mortally wounded. Lieut. 
Col. Ae W. Ebright, commanding One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio, 
was killed instantly early in the action. He was uniformly brave and 
skillful. 

The enemy was pursued on the 20th to Fisher’s Hill about one mile 
and a half south of Strasburg, Va., on the Staunton pike, where he was 
found strongly fortified in an apparently impregnable position, About 
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12 m. on the 21st, the division, except the Ninth New York [Heavy Ar- 
tillery| Volunteers, which was detailed as wagon guard, moved with the 
corps to the right of Strasburg, Va., and was formed again upon the ex- 
treme right of the corps. In compliance with an order from Major-Gen- 
eral Wright, I ordered forward the One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio, 
commanded by Captain Hoge, to aid in driving the enemy from a hill 
in our front. This regiment soon became engaged with the enemy. 
The Sixth Maryland, commanded by Capt. C. K. Prentiss, was soon after 
ordered forward to its support. After a brisk fight the two regiments 
charged with the line of battle, under Colonel Horn | Keifer], and took 
the heights, thereby gaining a very important position, upon which the 
troops bivouacked for the night. Captain Prentiss displayed great 
gallantry in this action. 

The division remained in the position occupied on the night of 
the 21st instant until about 12 m. of the 22d instant. The Sixth 
Maryland being on the skirmish line was constantly engaged with the 
enemy’s skirmishers. At the hour last named, as directed by Major- 
General Wright, the division moved off to the right and upon the 
enemy’s left. The Second Brigade, Colonel Keifer, forming the first 
line, with the First Brigade, Colonel Emerson, as a support, attacked 
and drove the enemy from two hills, which he held in consid- 
erable force. So rapid was their flight that they abandoned shelter- 
tents, blankets, and a considerable amount of infantry ammunition. 
During this advance the Sixth Maryland was ordered to push forward 
upon the extreme left of my skirmish line to resist an attack from the 
enemy in that direction, which it was successful in doing. In this 
attack portions of the One hundred and tenth and One hundred and 
twenty-second Ohio were thrown forward as a strong line of skir- 
mishers, under the command of Lieut. Col. M. M. Granger, One hundred 
and twenty-second Ohio, Maj. A. Spangler, commanding the One hun- 
dred and tenth Ohio. Colonel Granger and Major Spangler exhibited 
their usual skill and good judgment in the successful management of 
troops. The skirmishers were pushed over the crest of the hill and to 
within long rifle range of the enemy’s main works, in which were 
mounted heavy guns. The division was formed behind the crest of the 
hill confronting the enemy. Although near the enemy he was not able 
to do us much injury with his artillery. Sharp skirmishing continued 
until about 4 p. m., when the Highth Corps commenced and advanced 
some distance farther to the right and upon the left flank and rear of 
the enemy. A heavy fire had been opened upon the enemy’s works by 
artillery to my rear and left. My skirmishers were pushed forward 
with orders to halt near the enemy’s works and open fire upon his 
gunners. The whole line soon after advanced and charged the works, 
capturing many prisoners and guns and dispersing the rebel infantry 
in all directions. As we charged a battery opened upon us still farther 
to our left. The Eighth Corps came up on our immediate right, and 
with them we moved forward without delay and charged the second 
battery, capturing it also. At about this time the whole army com- 
menced advancing. The Highth Corps and my division, being fully 
upon the enemy’s left flank and rear, pushed forward with wild and 
victorious shouts along the entire line of the enemy, from his left to 
extreme right, capturing all his artillery in position and capturing and 
dispersing his troops. Not a regiment or company of the enemy left 
the field in anything like order. Of the number of pieces of artillery 
captured, this division is entitled to the credit of capturing four at least, 
and 219 prisoners. ‘Che division pursued the enemy with the corps all 
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night. The pursuit of the fugitive enemy was continued by the infantry 
to Harrisonburg, Va., at which place the army arrived on the 25th 
instant. 

The loss in my division was very light on the 22d, considering the 
results attained. 

Throughout the two engagements Col. William Emerson, command- 
ing First Brigade, and Col. J. Warren Keifer, commanding Second 
Brigade, displayed great bravery and energy in the discharge of their 
important duties, maintaining their usual reputation for cool courage 
and excellent judgment and skill. The officers of their respective staffs 
were conspicuous for bravery and good conduct. I cannot too highly 
commend their gallantry. 

In connection with the above, I would mention the following-named 
officers of my command who have particularly distinguished themselves 
in the late engagements, and who are worthy and deserving of promo- 
tion: 

Third Division staff: Capt. Andrew J. Smith, One hundred and 
twenty-second New York Volunteers, acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral; Capt. Benjamin W. Richards, additional aide-de-camp; Capt. 
George B. Damon, Tenth Vermont Volunteers, judge-advocate; Capt. 
Robert T. Cornwell, Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, provost- 
marshal; Capt. George J. Oakes, One hundred and fifty-first New York 
Volunteers, ordnance officer; Lieut. O. V. Tracy, One hundred and 
twenty-second New York Volunteers, division inspector; Surg. Robert 
Barr, Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, surgeon-in-chiet. 

First Brigade: Col. William Emerson, One hundred and fifty-first 
New York Volunteers, commanding brigade; Capt. Charles H. Leonard, 
assistant adjutant-general of volunteers; Capt. Hiram W. Day, One 
hundred and sixth New York Volunteers, brigade inspector; First 
Lieut. John A. Hicks, Tenth Vermont Volunteers, acting aide-de-camp. 
Fourteenth New Jersey Volunteers—Capt. William W. Conover, First 
Lieut. William B. Ross. One hundred and fifty-first New York Volun- 
teers—First Lieut. Edward E. Russell. 

Second Brigade: Col. J. Warren Keifer, One hundred and tenth Ohio 
Volunteers, commanding brigade; First Lieut. John A. Gump, One hun- 
dred and thirty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, acting assistant adju- 
tant-general; First Lieut. J. 1. Rorer, One hundred and thirty-eighth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, acting aide-de-camp; Capt. J. P. Dudrow, 
One hundred and twenty-second Ohio Volunteers, acting aide-de-camy ; 
Second Lieut. R. W. Wiley, One hundred and tenth Ghio Volunteers, 
acting aide-de-camp. Sixth Maryland Volunteers—Col. John W. Horn, 
Capt. Clifton K. Prentiss, Capt. J. J. Bradshaw. Ninth New York 
[Heavy Artillery] Volunteers—Maj. Charles Burgess (at Winchester 
only). One hundred and twenty-second Ohio Volunteers—Col. William 
H. Ball, Lieut. Col. Moses M. Granger, First Lieut. M. D. Wheeler, First 
Lieut. I. R. Hendershott. One hundred and tenth Ohio Volunteers— 
Lieut. Col. O. H. Binkley, Maj. Aaron Spangler, Capt. J. B. Van Eaton. 

The already great length of this report forbids my making special 
mention of the many acts of daring bravery that were performed by 
officers and men of this command. 

A nominal list of casualties is herewith transmitted.* 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES B. RICKETTS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Maj. C. A. WuirrrErR, Act. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Sixth Oorps. 


“Embodied in tables, pp. 118, 121. 
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Report of Col. J. Warren Keifer, One hundred and tenth Ohio Infantry. 
commanding Third Division, of operations October 19. 


Hpe@rs. SECOND Bric., Turrp Drvy., SixrH ARMY Corps, 
Camp before Petersburg, Va., December 15, 1864. 


Masor: I have the honor to report, in compliance with orders, the 
movements and operations of the Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, 
at the battle of Cedar Creek, Va., on the 19th of October, 1864: 

_The Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, occupied a position in two 
lines on the left of the other two divisions of the corps, connecting on 
its left with the right of the Nineteenth Corps. The Nineteenth Corps 
was in the center of the army, the Eighth Corps, or Army of West Vir- 
ginia, being upon the extreme left, the whole army facing Cedar Creek. 
The troops of the division were to the right of the turnpike about half 
a mile and not to exceed one mile and a half from Middletown. Marsh 
Run, which in places was difficult to cross, flowed through a ravine a 
very short distance in rear of the division and divided the main body 
of the troops of the Nineteenth from the Sixth Corps. The troops of 
the division consisted of two brigades, commanded previous to the |9th 
of October, 1864, First Brigade, by Col. William Emerson, One hundred 
and fifty-first New York Volunteers; Second Brigade, by myself, and 
the division by Brig. Gen. James B. Ricketts. The First Brigade was 
located upon the right and Second Brigade upon the left of the division. 
The aggregate strength present for duty in line was 151 officers and 
3,318 enlisted men. On the morning of October 19, at early daybreak, 
some firing was heard upon the right of the army and soon after rapid 
firing was heard in the direction of the extreme left of the army. Being 
in command of the Second Brigade at that time, it was immediately 
placed under arms, tents struck, and wagons packed, and preparations 
made for meeting any emergency. Immediately after the troops were 
formed in front of their camp, Capt. A. J. Smith, acting assistant adju- 
tant-general, Third Division, with others of the division staff, reported 
to me with orders from General Ricketts to assume command of the 
division, General Ricketts having assumed ¢ommand of the corps, Gen- 
eral Wright being in command of the army. I at once turned over the 
command of the Second Brigade to Col. William H. Ball, One hundred 
and twenty-second Ohio, and assumed command of the division. The 
firing continued to grow more rapid upon the left of the army, and it soon 
became apparent that the enemy designed to bring on a general engage- 
ment. I received an order from General Ricketts to move the division 
to the turnpike, and commenced the movement, but soon after received 
an order to reoccupy the late position and look out for the right, as the 
First and Second Divisions of the corps had been ordered from. the 
right across the run to the turnpike and to the support of the left of 
the army. The firing continued to grow more rapid upon the left and 
extended to the rear, parallel with the turnpike and toward Middle- 
town. The troops upon the left had fallen back from their position in 
disorder, and, with small bodies of cavalry, army wagons, pack animals, 
&¢., had crossed Marsh Run and were rushing through the lines of 
troops; it ‘was only by the greatest exertions of officers that the lines 
could be preserved. While moving the troops back to their late posi- 
tion orders were received to take the hills oppcsite the rear of the 
camps of the division. When this order was received the enemy had 
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gained them and a portion of my command had opened fire upon him. 
Colonel Ball was ordered to take the position with his brigade. The 
rear line of the Second Brigade, faced by the rear rank, was ordered to 
charge the hills, and orders were given to the other troops of the divis- 
ion to followin close support. The troops advanced in excellent order, 
notwithstanding a heavy fire from the enemy, but just after the advance 
had crossed the stream the troops of the Nineteenth Corps broke in dis- 
order and fell back along the stream and in such numbers as to impede 
the farther progress of the movement and temporarily throw the ad- 
vance line into some confusion. Fearing the danger of getting my com- 
mand into disorder, and at the same time ascertaining that the enemy 
had turned the left. of the army and were already advancing and threat- 
ening the rear, the troops were withdrawn from the charge and a rapid 
fire opened upon the enemy; which stopped his farther progress in my 
front. So great were the 1umber of broken troops of the other corps 
that for a time the lines had to be opened at intervals in order to allow 
them to pass to the rear. In consequence of the necessary movements 
of the morning the divisions of the Sixth Corps were separated and were 
obliged to fight independent of each other. The Third Division, hav- 
ing faced about, became the extreme right of the army. A number of 
guns belonging to the Sixth Corps were posted upon the hills on my left: 
These guns, under the command of Captains McKnight and Adams, and 
under the direction of Colonel Tompkins, chief of artillery of the Sixth 
Corps, were admirably handled and rapidly fired, although under a heavy 
and close musketry fire of theenemy. After over 100 artillery horses had 
been shot the enemy succeeded in capturing a portion of the guns, having 
approached wnder cover of the smoke and fog from the left, which was 
unprotected. - A charge was ordered and the guns were retaken, three of 
which were drawn off by hand; others were left in consequence of being 
disabled, but were subsequently recaptured. The regiments princi- 
pally engaged in this charge were the Tenth Vermont (of the First 
Brigade), commanded by Col. William W. Henry, and Sixth Maryland 
(of the Second Brigade), commanded by Capt. C. K. Prentiss. Great 
gallantry was displayed in this charge by ofticersand men. The rebels 
were fought hand to hand and driven from the guns. A position was 
taken upon the crest of a ridge facing the enemy, who by this time had 
thrown a force across Marsh Run, near its mouth, and were advancing 
along Cedar Creek upon my right. Theright of the Third Division was 
extended to near Cedar Creek, and the left rested a short distance from 
Marsh Run. A heavy fire was kept up for a considerable period of 
time, and the enemy were twice driven back, with heavy loss. Oiders 
were received from Major-General Wright in person to charge forward 
and drive the enemy, and the movement was commenced, and in con- 
sequence of the disorder into which the enemy had previously been 
thrown the movement bid fair to be asuccess; but, owing to the enemy’s 
appearance in heavy force upon the left flank of the division, the charge 
was soon suspended and the troops withdrawn slowly to anew position. 
The battle raged with great fury, the line slowly retiring in the main in 
good order from one position to another. My line was at no time driven 
from any position, but was withdrawn fiom one position to another 
under orders, and each time after the enemy had been repulsed in all 
attacks from the front. About 10 a. m. the troops reached a road that 
ran parallel to my line and at right angles to the turnpike and a short 
distance to the rear and right of Middletown. The troops had been 
withdrawn not to exceed one mile and a half from the position ovcu- 
pied in the morning, At this hour the enemy suspended further 
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attacks, but concentrated a heavy artillery fire upon the troops. In 
retiring almost all the wounded of the division were brought off, and 
but few prisoners were lost. From this position the division was 
moved, under orders, to the left and formed connection with the Sec- 
ond Division. Sixth Corps. 

After General Ricketts was wounded Brig. Gen. G. W. Getty assumed 
command of the corps, from whom I received orders. The First Division, 
commanded by Brig. Gen. Frank Wheaton, was formed upon my right. 
Many of the troops thrown into disorder early in the engagement were 
reformed and brought into line; those of the Nineteenth Corps were 
formed upon the right of the army. It was known about 10.30 a. mn. 
that Major-General Sheridan had arrived upon the field and had assumed 
command of the army. Major-General Wright resumed command of 
thé Sixth Army Corps. Unfortunately, Colonel Emerson, commanding 
the First Brigade, failed to keep connection with the Second Brigade 
of the division during a march to the rear, in consequence of which 
some delay took place in getting into proper position. As soon as a 
position was taken up a heavy line of skirmishers was ordered forward 
from the Second Brigade to cover the front of the division. Colonel 
Ball, commanding Second Brigade, accordingly ordered forward the 
One hundred and tenth Ohio and One hundred and thirty-eighth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, under the command of Lieut. Col. Otho H. 
Binkley. They took up a position about 300 yards to the front, and 
along the outskirts of the woods. Desultory firing and skirmishing 
were kept up. 

The enemy about 1 p. m. attempted another advance, and after a 
brisk fight with the skirmishers caused them to fall back to the main 
line. The attack was then immediately repulsed, and the skirmishers 
retook their former position. - A small detachment of the Army of West 
Virginia, under the command of Col. R. B. Hayes, of the Twenty-third 
Ohio, was formed upon the left of the Third Division and connected. 
with the right of the Second Divixion, Sixth Army Corps, the left of 
which rested upon the Valley turnpike, about one mile in rear of Mid- 
-dletown. The troops remained in position until 3.15 p. m., when a 
géneral advance was mae, the order to do so having been received by 
me from Major-General Wright. Immediately after the advance com- 
menced the troops of the Army of West Virginia were withdrawn from 
the line, leaving a short interval between the left of my line and that 
of General G. W. Getty, commanding Second Division. In accordance 
with instructions from Major-General Wright my line was ordered to 
dress to the left in the general advance and close up all intervals. 
Specific instructions were given by me to brigade commanders to dress 
their troops to the left in the advance, leave no intervals, and to be 
careful to avoid dressing them too rapidly and closely. The troops 
were in one line of battle and without reserves. When the advance 
commenced the division moved forward in splendid style and very rap- 
idly. It soon encountered the enemy in great strength and well posted. 
‘The enemy opened a deadly fire with artillery and musketry upon the 
troops, but for a time they continued the advance, although suffering 
heavy losses. The order to avoid massing the troops in the advance 
was not complied with by the First Brigade, the troops of which, after 
coming under fire, dressed hastily, and in some confusion, to left and soon 
became massed behind and merged into troops of Second Brigade. 
In addition to the confusion that necessarily ensued the right was left 
unprotected. The greater portion of the division, after returning the 
enemy’s fire vigorously for a short time, temporarily gave way. To the 


228 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. —‘([Ouar. LV. 


failure to keep the troops properly dressed and to the fact that the 
Third Division moved forward too rapidly and in advance of the 
troops upon its right I mainly attribute the failure to succeed in this 
advance. .The troops ‘upon my left also temporarily gave way. The 
division lost very heavily in this attack. Not to exceed five minutes 
elapsed before the troops had been halted and were again charged 
forward. The enemy this time gave way and were forced back several 
hundred yards, when he again took up a position behind a stone fence 
upon the iace of a hill sloping toward my troops. The division charged 
forward to a stone fence which was parallel to the enemy’s position and 
about 250 yards distant,therefrom. An open field lay between the 
opposing troops. A stone wall extended at right angles from-the right 
of my line to the left of the encmy’s. A sharp and fierce nusketry fire 
was kept up between the contending forces for about three-quarters 
of anhour. Orders were received from Major-General Wright in person 
to charge the enemy’s position. Preparatory to giving the order for 
the division to charge I ordered Colonel Emerson to send a competent: 
staff officer with volunteer soldiers along and under cover of the stone 
wall upon the right of the line, with orders to throw themselves upon 
the enemy’s left and open an enfilading fire upon him. This order was 
immediately carried out and had the desired effect. Capt. H. W. Day, 
One hundred and sixth New York Volunteers, and brigade inspector 
of the First Brigade, was charged with the execution of the order. 
His gallant conduct on that occasion was highly meritorious, and for 
which he deserves promotion. Lieut. Col. M. M. Granger, One hundred 
and twenty-second Ohio Volunteers, volunteered to assistin this strate- 
gic movement. As soon as troops could reach the flank of the enemy 
the troops of the division poured a destructive fire upon the enemy 
and at once charged across the open ground, driving him in utter rout 
from his position. A considerable number of prisoners were taken in 
this charge, also small-arms and two battle-flags. Leander McClurg, 
One hundred and twenty-second Ohio, captured the battle-flag of what 
he supposed to have been the Forty-fourth (rebel) Virginia Regiment, 
which he was forced to give up to a staff officer, not since recognized by 
him. Corpl. Daniel P. Reigle,* Eighty-seventh Pennsylvania, captured 
a battle-flag from a color bearer of the enemy. The enemy retreated 
precipitately, throwing away guns, accouterments, We., in their flight. 
He was closely pursued by theinfantry to and across Cedar Creek. His 
columns were completely routed, disorganized, and demoralized. Troops 
of this division were the first to plant colors upon the works along 
Cedar Creek, which had been abandoned by the Eighth and Nineteenth 
Corps in the morning. The cavalry of the army was hurled upon the 
broken and flying troops of the enemy after he had crossed Cedar Creek. 
Night came on and the infantry gave up the pursuit. The abandoned 
and disabled guns and caissons of the corps were retaken upon the 
ground upon which they had been left in the morning. 

The cavalry, in its pursuit of the enemy, captured many of the sub- 
stantial fruits of the great victory which had been so richly earned by 
the hard fighting of the infantry soldiers. The loss in killed and 
wounded of the cavalry, compared to that in the infantry, was light, 
which of itself proves upon whom the burden of the battle rested and 
was, borne. 

At dark the troops, under orders, went into their respective camps, 
from which they had been called up in the morning. Many officers and 
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soldiers spent the night in ministering to their wounded and dying 
comrades. Instances were not a few where the miscreant enemy had 
stripped the persons of our wounded of clothing, and left them without 
covering upon the ground. The bodies of the dead were generally 
robbed of all clothing and effects. It may be said, however, that many 
of the bodies of the enemy’s dead had been robbed and stripped by 
their own troops. A rebel officer was killed, upon whose body was 
found clothing and other private effects of Capt. E. M. Ruhl, Eighty- 
seventh Pennsylvania, who was mortally wounded in the morning. 

Considering the unfortunate circumstances under which the battle 
commenced in the morning, and its long and sanguinary character, too 
much praise cannot be given to officers and soldiers. Col. William H. 
Ball, commanding Second Brigade, showed superior judgment, cool- 
ness, skill, and gallantry. Col. William W. Henry, Tenth Vermont, 
Lieut. Cols. M. M. Granger, One hundred and twenty-second, and Otho 
H. Binkley, One hundred and tenth Ohio, James W. Snyder, Ninth 
New York Heavy Artillery, and Majs. William D. Ferguson, One hun- 
dred and eighty-fourth New York, Charles Burgess, Ninth New York 
Heavy Artillery, Charles M. Cornyn, One hundred and twenty-second 
Ohio, and Aaron Spangler, One hundred and tenth Ohio, together with 
many others, were particularly efficient in the discharge of their impor- 
tant duties. 

It is impossible to mention names of the many who displayed acts of 
distinguished gallantry. The Ninth New York Heavy Artillery and a 
battalion of the One hundred and eighty-fourth New York Volunteers, 
commanded, respectively, by Maj. (now Lieut. Col.) James W. Snyder 
and Maj. W. D. Ferguson, for their noble behavior deserve to be 
specially mentioned. The former regiment had several hundred re- 
cruits and conscripts who had just entered the service. The battalion 
of the One hundred and eighty-fourth New York had never betore been 
engaged. 

It is painful to mention the bad conduct of Lieut. Col. Charles G. 
Chandler, Tenth Vermont, Maj. G. W. Voorhes, One hundred and 
twenty-sixth Ohio, and Gilbert H. Bargar, One hundred and twenty- 
second Ohio Volunteers. These officers shamefully deserted their com- 
rades in arms, and went to the rear without authority or good cause. 
Captain Bargar had just received a leave of absence. He abandoned 
his company while it was in actual combat with the enemy, and under 
his leave of absence attempted to shield himself from shame and dis- 

race. 

Staff officers of brigades were very efficient in the performance of 
their duties. Lieuts. John A. Gump, acting assistant adjutant-general, 
J. T. Rorer (now Capt.), brigade inspector, R. W. Wiley, acting aide- 
de-camp, Second Brigade, and Capts. Charles H. Leonard, assistant adju- 
tant-general, H. W. Day, brigade inspector, First Brigade, are among 
the most conspicuous. Lieutenant Gump was mortally wounded and 
has since died. 

Capts. Edgar M. Ruhl, Eighty-seventh Pennsylvania, L. D. Thompson, 
Tenth Vermont, and Orson Howard, Ninth New York Heavy Artillery; 
also Lieuts. W. B. Ross, Fourteenth New Jersey, Augustus Phillips, 
One hundred and eighty-fourth_ New York, Orrin B. Carpenter and 
John Oldswager, Ninth New York Heavy Artillery,'and Thomas Kil- 
burn, One hundred and twenty-second Ohio, were killed while val- 
iantly discharging their duties. Capt. Wesley Devenney, On hundred 
and tenth Ohio, and others of the division, have since died of their 


wounds. 
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Lieut. R. W. Wiley, acting aide-de-camp on Second Brigade staff, was 
the only officer captured in the division; he, mistaking the location of 
troops, rode into the enemy’s lines. 

Of the good conduct of the division staff I cannot speak in too high 
terms. Capt. Andrew J. Smith, acting assistant adjutant-general, 
throughout the whole action displayed great bravery, skill, and judg- 
ment. Capt. Osgood V. Tracy, division inspector, Capt. George B. 
Damon, judge-advocate of division, and Capt. Anson S. Wood, chief of 
pioneers, each carried orders faithfully and gallantly in the thickest of 
the battle. Each member of the division staff was especially efficient 
and active in preserving lines, keeping up and urging on the troops. 
Capt. George J. Oakes, acting ordnance officer of the division, deserves 
much credit for his energy and efficiency in supplying the troops with 
ammunition. 

Robert Barr, Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania, chief surgeon of division, 
W. A. Child, Tenth Vermont, and William M. Houston, One hundred 
and twenty-second Ohio, chief surgeons of brigades, with the other 
medical officers of the division, deserve high commendation for their 
great skill and energy in taking care of and ministering to the many 
wounded. 

Forty-three officers and 632 enlisted men were killed and wounded in 
the division. 

A summary of casualties by brigades is hereto appended. 

Copies of brigade and regimental reports are herewith transmitted. 

I am, major, with high esteem, your most obedient and bumble 
servant, 

J. WARREN KEIFER, 
Colonel 110th Ohio Volunteers, But. Brigadier-General, Comdg. 
Maj. C. A. WHITTIER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Sixth Army Corps. 


Summary of casualties by brigades in Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, at the battle 
of Cedar Creek, Va., on the 19th day of October, 1864. 
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Reports of Col. William Emerson, One hundred and fifty-first New 
York Infantry, commanding First Brigade, of operations September 
19-22 and October 19. 


Hpars. First Bric., TarrD Div., SixtH ARMY CORPS, 
Harrisonburg, September 26, 1864. 
CapTAatn: In accordance with orders from division headquarters, I 
have the honor to report the following officers as having distinguished 
themselves at Winchester and Fisher’s Hill: Col. John W. Schall, 
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Aighty-seventh Pennsylvania—in being mustered out with his regiment 
the Government has lost a valuable and efficient officer; First Lieut. 
John A. Hicks, Tenth Vermont, acting aide-de-camp; First Lieut. 
Edward E. Russell, One hundred and fifty-first New York Volunteers; 
First Lieut. William B. Ross, Fourteenth New Jersey. All the officers 
(lid so well that it is difficult to pick out officers who distinguished 
themselves. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. EMERSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. A. J. SMITH, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpagrs. First Bria., THirD Div., SixrH ARMY Corps, 
September 27, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to forward a report of the operations of 
this command during the recent engagements from September 19 to 
date, inclusive: 

On the 19th instant, at 2.30 a.m., this command broke camp near 
Clifton, Va., with orders to proceed across the country in the direction 
of the Opequon River. ‘The river was crossed at about 8.30 a. m., and 
after marching a mile and a half the enemy’s skirmishers were met, 
when a line of battle was immediately formed. This brigade was 
formed on the right of the Second Divisien, and on the left of this 
division in two lines—the Fourteenth New Jersey Volunteers and. One 
hundred and sixth New York Volunteers in first line, the Eighty-sev- 
enth Pennsylvania Volunteers and Tenth Vermont Volunteers in second 
line. The One hundred and fifty-first New York Volunteers were thrown 
forward immediately as skirmishers for the purpose of driving the 
enemy’s skirmishers back that a battery might be placed in our imme- 
diate front. This being accomplished, the fighting was confined to the 
skirmish line and the artillery until 11.40 a. m. with inconsiderable loss 
on our side. At this hour we were ordered by Captain Smith, acting 
assistant adjutant-general, to make an assault upon the enemy’s posi- 
tion in our front, this brigade being the directing brigade, with orders 
not to halt until we received orders. Precisely at the appointed mo- 
ment our column gallantly advanced, and was immediately exposed to 
a terrific fire from the enemy’s guns. Major Vredenburgh, command- 
ing Fourteenth New Jersey Volunteers, who was charged with the 
direction of the line, and while bravely urging his troops forward, was 
struck by a shell and instantly killed, his last words being, “Guide 
on me, boys; I will do the best I can.” The brigade moved quickly 
forward for about a mile, passing a house on the right of the pike and 
capturing almost all the enemy-in our immediate front. Two pieces of 
artillery, which had worked considerable damage to our troops, were 
then discovered and a charge was made to secure possession of them. 
At this moment it was discovered that our right flank was not pro- 
tected by the Nineteenth Corps, and that a heavy force of the enemy 
had been placed in position for the purpose of cutting us off. These 
guns would have been taken by our troops had our flanks been properly 
protected. The order was given for our men to fall back on the second 
line, but the enemy advancing at the same time in force, threw us tem- 
porarily into confusion. The line was soon reformed, and the enemy 
again driven from the house above mentioned, and our line formed 
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about 100 yards in advance, the men protecting themselves with rails,. 
&c. Heavy firing on both sides was kept up until about 4 p. m. 
Whilst holding this line the enemy charged twice, but was repulsed, 
with heavy loss, both times. The brigade was again moved forward, in 
conjunction with the whole line, driving the enemy before them in the 
greatest confusion. Without any further check we passed through 
Winchester and had the honor of placing our flags first on the heights 
beyond Winchester. The brigade captured many prisoners, who were 
sent under guard to the rear. 

In this connection I cannot bestow too much praise upon all the 
members of my staff, they being untiring in their efforts to rally the 
men under heavy fire, and by their actions inspiring the men with 
courage. I mention with pleasure the following-named officers, all of 
whom distinguished themselves by their gallantry: Capt. Charles H. 
Leonard, assistant adjutant-general; Capt. Hiram W. Day, acting 
assistant inspector-general; Capt. Charles M. Bartruff, acting aide-de- 
camp; Lieut. John A. Hicks, acting aide-de-camp; Lieut. Benjamin F. 
Miller, acting aide-de-camp. I would also mention Sergt. Maj. Nathan 
F. Peck, One hundred and fifty-first New York Volunteers, who came 
under my immediate observation and was conspicuous in reforming 
the men. Among others, the brigade mourns the loss of the gallant 
Major Dillingham, of the Tenth Vermont Volunteers. The loss in both 
officers and men was severe. A list of casualties has been forwarded.* 

About dark we were ordered to fall back to Winchester and camp 
for the night on the right of General Getty’s division. 

September 20 received orders to move forward at 5 a. m. in the direc- 
tion of Strasburg. When within a mile of Strasburg went into camp 
and remained all night, the enemy occupying Fisher’s Hill. On Wed- 
nesday, September 21, at 12.30 p. m., moved by the right flank around 
Strasburg about two miles; threw up earth-works and remained all 
night. Thursday, September 22, in the morning about 11 o’clock, 
received orders to move out with the Second Brigade and take a cer- 
tain hill in our front. This was successfully done, this brigade forming 
the second line. About 4 p.m., General Crook having turned the 
enemy’s left, we were ordered by Captain Smith, acting assistant 
adjutant-general, to move forward, connecting with General Crook’s 
left. 'The command moved steadily forward under a heavy artillery 
fire, obliquing to the right until we passed a piece of woods in our 
front, when the command made a rush into the works on the right of 
the Second Brigade and captured three brass pieces and one steel 
piece. The credit of capturing these pieces belongs to the Tenth Ver. 
mont Volunteers and One hundred and fifty-first New York Volun- 
teers. The One hundred and sixth New York Volunteers claims to 
have captured one Parrott gun. The enemy fell back in great con- 
fusion and many prisoners were captured, who were sent to the rear. 

All officers and men did their duty. I take pleasure in mentioning 
two instances of personal bravery brought to my notice, viz: First 
Lieut. E. E. Russell, of the One hundred and fifty first New York Vol- 
unteers, who drove a rebel lieutenant from a gun with his saber as he 
was putting in a fuse to fire it. Private David Robinson, Company B, 
Oue hundred and fifty-first New York Volunteers, fought desperately 
hand to hand with the enemy over a gun, being knocked down with the 
butt of a musket. He, however, succeeded in killing his opponent. 
First Sergt. Julius Ambruster, Company E, One hundred and fifty- 
first New York Volunteers, is also-very highly spoken of by the com- 
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mandant of his regiment as having handled his company (of which he 
was In Command) splendidly on the skirmish line on the 19th instant. 
I presume there were numerous other instances of personal valor, but 
commandants of regiments have neglected to report them. 
WM. EMERSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. A. J. Smiru, 
Acting Assistant Adiutant-General. 


Hpars. First Bric., THIRD Diy., SIxtH ARMY CORPS, 
Near Middletown, Va., November 3, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders from headquarters Third Divis- 
ion, I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
of this brigade on the 19th ultimo: 

Before daylight I was awakened by firing on the right of our picket- 
line, which, being quite sharp, I turned out and was about ordering the 
brigade under arms, when it ceased entirely, and I again turned in. In 
about half an hour firing again commenced to our extreme left, and 
apparently in our rear, which, increasing, I ordered the brigade under 
arms. A few minutes later Lieutenant Tracy, from division staff, 
came with orders to get under arms and pack up, which was accord- 
ingly done. The brigade was then ordered to move to the pike, and 
started by the right flank; had proceeded about half way when Lieu- 
tenant Tracy brought orders to move back to the old position, facing 
west. Isoon received an order, through Lieutenant Tracy, to form live 
on the crest of a hill facing south. The brigade moved to the position 
by the left flank, filing to the left in two lines, and I found McKnight’s 
battery on our left with nothing connecting on our right. The men 
were ordered to lie down, and troops, artillery, and wagons went pour- 
ing through our lines. It being quite foggy, it was difficult to tell when 
our troops were through and the enemy commencing tocome. As soon 
as satisfied on that point the brigade commenced firing, and the crest in 
front was soon clearedand keptclear. Justat this time 1 found theright 
was giving way under a heavy enfilading fire from the crest where the 
Second Brigade had been camped. I ordered up support from the 
second line, but the fire was so heavy that the men could not be held 
there. Finding the men giving way, the fire having increased in 
our front, I held them as long as possible to give Captain McKnight 
time to get away his battery. Seeing Captain McKnight commencing 
to limber up, and not able to hold the men any longer, I gave the 
order to fall back to the next crest, which was done in good order, 
the men lying down until the enemy appeared on the crest we had 
just left. when the brigade commenced firing and soon drove the enemy 
off, when the brigade was again moved forward and brought off three 
guns that had been abandoned. Sergt. William Mahoney, color bearer 
of the Tenth Vermont Volunteers, was the first man to reach the 
guns, and mounted one of them, waving his colors for his comrades 
to join-him. I regret to announce that this brave soldier was after- 
ward killed.. The brigade again fell back, and, the enemy appearing 
on our left flank, continued to retreat until reaching a piece of 
woods, when the brigade was again formed on a crest under an 
order from General Wright, the general complimenting Sergt. Edward 
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Heller, color bearer of the One hundred and fifty-first, for his bravery; 
which compliment was most richly deserved. The brigade remained 
in this position until ordered to move back slowly, which was done, 
to a road, when, according to order, through Captain Wood, it was 
formed in second line, together with number of scattered troops. 
This position was held some time, when I again had orders to fall 
back, which I did, until arriving on a hill between two pieces of 
woods, when an order came to halt and form. After being here a 
short time an order came by Captain Wood, of division staff, to move 
to the rear by right of regiments and to incline to the right toward 
the pike. We proceeded in this manner until ordered to halt and 
form in line, faced to the front, after which Lieutenant Tracy brought 
orders to move forward and form on the right of the Second Bri- 
gade. I found the Second Brigade formed in a piece of woods, and 
formed in one line on their right, the men throwing rails and logs 
up in front for protection. The brigade lay here under a fire of shell 
until about 4 p. m., when Captain Smith came with an order to move 
forward, connecting on the left with the Second Brigade. The brigade 
moved through the woods, when it received a very heavy fire on the 
right flank, under which it was broken, but soon reformed in its old 
position, and again moved forward to a stone fence, the enemy being 
behind another stone wall in front with a clear field intervening. There 
was a stone wallrunning from the right flank of the brigade to the 
wall behind which the enemy lay. Some of my men lay scattered along 
this last-named wall. The First Division lay to the right and in 
advance, nearly parallel with the enemy. Everything appeared to be 
at a dead lock, with heavy firing of artillery and musketry. At this 
stage Colonel Keifer, commanding division, came to me and inquired 
what men those were lying along the wall running from our line to the 
enemy’s, aud ordered me to send them forward to flank the euemy and 
drive them from their position. The execution of the order was 
entrusted to Capt. H. W. Day, inspector of the brigade, who proceeded 
along the wall, and getting on the euemy’s flank dislodged them, when 
the brigade was moved rapidly forward, in connection with Second 
Brigade, and did not stop until we arrived in the works of the Nine- 
teenth Corps, when, in accordance with orders from Colonel Keifer, the 
brigade went to its position of the morning, got its breakfast, and 
encamped, satisfied that it had done a good day’s work before breakfast. 

I take great pleasure in stating that in the last charge, Corpl. 
Daniel LP. Reigle captured a battle-flag from a color bearer of the 
enemy. 

Among our casualties I have to regret the loss of the brave and gal- 
lant Augustus Phillips, adjutant of the One hundred and eighty-fourth 
New York Volunteers, who, though he had been in the brigade but a 
short time, had proved himself to be a gallant soldier and a gentleman, 
and died as a soldier should die, bravely doing his whole duty. 

The loss of the brigade was: Officers—killed, 4; wounded, 15. . En- 
listed men—killed, 34; wounded, 190. Total, 243.* 

WM. EMERSON, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. O. V. TRacy, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* But.see revised table, p. 132, 
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No. 61. 


Reports of Capt. Jacob J. Janeway, Fourteenth New Jersey Infantry, of 
operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


Hpgrs. FOURTEENTH NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS, 
September 26, 1864. 


Str: In compliance with order received this day, have the honor 
to make the following report of the operations of the Fourteenth New 
Jersey Volunteers during the late engagements at the Opequon and 
Fisher’s Hill from the time that I took command, which was immedi- 
ately after Major Vredenburgh was killed: We had then advanced as 
far as the picket-line, where the regiment had halted to form. Being 
ordered forward, I advanced the regiment to the deep ravine, halted 
for a few moments, formed, and then advanced until I received orders to 
halt. The right was then falling back, and my regiment fell back with 
the line, having with them fifteen of the enemy prisoners. As soon as 
the line was reformed the regiment again advanced with the line and 
remained under a heavy fire, doing what execution it could. The line 
was again ordered forward. Having thrown out skirmishers to cover 
the tront of my regiment, as ordered, advanced in line to beyond 
Winchester, when my regiment was thrown out in front of brigade as 
skirmishers. In this way we advanced to the fortified heights on the 
right of Winchester; rejoined the brigade; went on picket; deployed 
a sufficient number of men to cover brigade front. Rejoined the 
brigade next morning on the march; bivouacked for the night near 
Sirasburg. Moved with brigade next day to a position on the right. 
At 12 m. next day moved with the brigade and advanced in line of 
battle to near the top of a high crest near the enemy’s intrencbments. 
Here we remained for some time; being ordered forward, advanced 
double-quick over the enemy’s earth-works and in time to take a rebel 
lieutenant and fourteen men prisoners. I then formed my regiment, 
and as I could see nothing of a line I advanced it through the woods, 
over the railroad, to the top of the bill, moving parallel to the road in 
a good line, where I halted and waited for a Massachusetts regiment to 
counect with our right, as there were only a few scattering men in our 
front. I here met Captain Smith, of division staff, who ordered me to 
take the crest of the hill. My regiment was the first to reach the top. 
We here halted, and in a short time after joined the brigade on the 
turnpike. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. J. JANEWAY, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. CHARLES H. LEONARD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpers. FOURTEENTH NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., November 1, 1864. 
Srr: In compliance with circular received this day, I have the honor 
to make the following report of the part which the Fourteenth New 
Jersey Volunteers teok in the engagement of the 19th of October, in 
the battle of Cedar Creek, Va.: 
At daylight on the 19th instant I was awakened by heavy firing on 
the left of our lines, and in a short time afterward received orders to 
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have my regiment pack up and get under arms. Brigade formed line 
on the crest of the hill in rear of the camp; my regiment was in the 
second line. We were here but a few moments before we were under 
fire. A regiment breaking in the front line, I received orders from my 
brigade commander to place my regiment in their place. In doing this 
a volley was fired upon us from the rear by our own troops, which 
caused my men to break. They were'soon rallied, and when our whole 
line gave way my regiment went with them, stopped with the line 
behind the rail fence, and fell back with the brigade in good order. 
Formed line in edge of woods, being on the right of brigade. At1 p. 
m. sent 100 men and 3 commissioned officers to the front, according to 
orders received, to be deployed as skirmishers, covering the brigade 
front, and advanced to the edge of the woods. When the line had 
advanced at 4 p. m. over the skirmish line, my men were assembled and 
joined the brigade, on the left behind the stone wall, and participated 
in the final charge, and reached our old camp after dark. 

Casualties: 1 commissioned officer killed, 1 commissioned officer 
wounded, 3 enlisted men killed, 23 enlisted men wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. J. JANEWAY 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. CHARLES H. LEONARD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Brigade. 


No. 52. 


Reports of Capt. Peter Robertson, One hundred and sixth New York 
Infantry, of operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


Hpars. 106TH NEw YORK VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
September 27, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders from headquarters First Brigade, 
Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, calling for a synopsis of the oper- 
ations of this command in the engagements of the 19th and 22d of Sep- 
tember, I have the honor to forward the following report: 

At 2 a.m. the morning of the 19th of September this regiment, with 
the brigade, broke camp at Clifton Heights and took up the line of 
march in a southwesterly direction for the Opequon Creek, keeping to 
the right of the Berryville and Winchester pike. At 7 a.m. cannon- 
ading was heard in the direction of the crossing, and it was soon found 
that the cavalry had effected a crossing and forced the enemy back a 
distance of two miles or more, when the infantry immediately crossed, 
and following the pike a distance of one mile and a half or more we 
took up a position on its left, with the right of our regiment resting on 
the left of the front line of the Second Brigade of the Third Division. 
Here we remained until about 10 a. m., when the charge was sounded 
and the regiment moved forward in fine style under a heavy fire from 
two of the enemy’s batteries, which made sad havoe in our ranks. 
Notwithstanding this terrible fire of shot and shell the men kept 
steadily on, drove the batteries from their positions, and in conjunction 
with the rest of the brigade would have captured them had we been 
supported on the right by the Nineteenth Corps. The failure of this 
obliged us to fall back some distance. Rallying again, we regained our 
old position under a heavy fire, capturing in this charge about sixty 
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prisoners, forty of whom we hold receipts for. Holding the position 
we had thus regained, heavy musketry was kept up till 4 p. m., when, 
the lines being reformed, we made a second charge, which decided the 
action of the day. In each charge the One hundred and sixth was 
in the front line, and too much praise cannot be given to both officers 
and men for their bravery and steadiness under a murderous fire from 
both front and flank. In both charges we lost 2 officers wounded and 
51 enlisted men killed and wounded, which attests the hard fighting 
we sustained. We went into the fight with about 200 muskets. At 
sunset we entered Winchester and rested for the night. 

In the fight of Fisher’s Hill this regiment was again in the front line 
and participated in all the fighting of the brigade and division. This 
command assisted in the capture of the fort near Fisher’s Hill and 
captured one Parrott gun from the enemy and fifty-eight prisoners, for 
which we hold receipts. Since then, captain, the actions of this com- 
mand are well known to you, and in connection with its sister regi- 
ments have, I venture to say, reflected high credit to the brigade 
and its commander. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PETER ROBERTSON, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 


Capt. C. H. LEONARD, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., Third Div., Sixth Army Corps. 


Hpgrs. 106TH NEw YORK VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
November 1, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders from headquarters First Brigade, 
Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, calling for a synopsis of the oper- 
ations of this regiment during the action of the 19th of October, Ihave 
the honor to forward the following report: 

At daybreak on the morning of the 19th of October, this regiment, with 
the brigade, was aroused by heavy musketry firing on our left front, 
which proved to be an attack in force by the enemy on the left of the 
Eighth Corps. Reveille was immediately sounded, and shortly after- 
ward musketry firing was heard on our right and center. The order to 
strike tents was then sounded from brigade headquarters, and shortly 
after orders were received to stand to arms. The brigade ‘was then 
formed into line, and stood to arms for a few minutes, when orders came 
for the brigade to move, which it did by the right flank, filing right, and 
formed into line, fronting toward the Middletown pike. After remain- 
ing in this position a short time the brigade was moved to-its first line 
again. It was then moved again, and formed line of battle with its 
right near the Middletown pike and fronting toward Strasburg. Here 
it was broken through and driven back some distance by the retreat- 
ing columns of the Eighth and Nineteenth Corps, but rallying again, 
they succeeded in forming a junction with the Second Brigade of the 
division, when some sharp fighting ensued, the division falling back in 
good order, closely contesting every foot of ground. This regiment, 
with part of the brigade, supported Battery M, [Fifth U. 5. rectly 
and succeeded in recapturing two of their pieces of artillery which ha 
been captured trom them by the enemy in the early part of the action. 
This regiment, with the brigade and corps, continued to fail back slowly 
until beyond Middletown, when the advance of the enemy was checked. 
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When the advance upon the enemy’s lines by our troops was ordered 
by Major-General Sheridan, this regiment was in the front line, which 
position it continued to occupy during all the subsequent charges made 
upon the lines of the retreating enemy. _ ; 

This regiment lost during the action its commanding officer and 2 
line officers wounded, also 8 enlisted men killed on the field, and 42 
enlisted men wounded. hte 

Thisregiment had about forty-five recruits, most of whom had joined 
the regiment only two days previous, and who behaved all through the 
action in the most praiseworthy maimner. 

Both officers and men of this and other regiments of the brigade 
deserve great praise for their cool and steady bravery during the action. 
The great number of casualties in a regiment so small as the One hun- 
dred and sixth New York Volunteer Infantry plainly shows how stub- 
born the contest was on that eventful day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PETER ROBERTSON, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 

Capt. CHARLES H. LEONARD, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., Third Div., Sixth Army Corps. 


INO? 3: 


Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Fay, One hundred and fifty-first New 
York Infantry, of operations September 19-22. 


HEADQUARTERS 151st NEw YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
September 26, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders this day received from head- 
quarters First Brigade, Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, I have the 
honor to report the operations of the One hundred and fifty-first Regi- 
ment New York State Volunteers at the battles of the Opequon and 
Fisher’s Hill, as follows: 

The regiment left Clifton with the Sixth Army Corps on the 19th 
instant at 3 a. m.and marched with the corps across the Opequon. 
The left wing of the regiment was thrown out as flankers shortly after 
leaving camp, the right wing remaining in the column. Immediately 
upon arriving upon the battle field the right wing was thrown out as 
skirmishers. They advanced and relieved the cavalry, who were then 
skirmishing with the enemy in front of the brigade. Shortly the left 
wing came in from the flanks and a larger portion of it was placed upon 
the skirmish line and the rest held in reserve. The skirmishing was 
very severe, but we succeeded in driving t' e enemy, some distance. 
During the skirmish Captains Sanders and Williams were wounded. 
While engaging the enemy with as much effect as possible the line of 
battle advanced and was not discovered until it was within a short 
distance. Having received no orders concerning this, before my skir- 
mishers could be advanced the line of battle had charged over them. 
A part of the skirmish line joined in the charge and a part remained 
in their places. As much of the regiment was assembled as it was pos- 
sible to collect and rejoined the brigade at the advanced positionit had 
attained. It was then again thrown out as skirmishers and advanced as 
such in front of the line of battle in the second advance. They were 
assembled at dark and rested for the night in camp with the brigade. 
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At noon of the 22d the regiment moved with the division from the 
works it had thrown up the previous night, formed line of battle, and 
advanced to within a short distance of the enemy’s works. It purtici- 
pated in the charge of Fisher’s Hill and captured two pieces of artillery 
and several prisoners. 

Both officers and men displayed great courage and conducted them- 
selves in a manner worthy of the highest praise. All the officers of 
the regiment exerted themselves to the utmost to inspire the men with 
confidence and were ceaseless in their efforts to do‘their whole duty. I 
cannot make special mention of one without injustice to all the others. 
The men, with but few exceptions, did themselves much honor, and 
their bravery and. gallant conduct were surpassed by none. First 
Sergt. Julius Ambruster was conspicuous for his daring and soldierly 
conduct during the battle of the Opequon, where he was severely 
wounded in the head. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. M. FAY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. C. H. LEONARD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 54. 


Reports of Lieut. John A. Wolcott, One hundred and fifty-first New 
York Infantry, of operations September 19-22 and October 29, 


HEADQUARTERS 151sT NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
November 2, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the action of this regiment at 
the engagements of the Opequon, September 19, and at Fisher’s Hill, 
September 22, 1864, as follows: 

The regiment, with the Sixth Corps, broke camp near Clifton at 3 a. 
m., and advanced upon the enemy by the Berryville pike. The regi- 
ment led the Third Division, the left wing thrown out as flankers. 
Beyond the Opequon, our cavalry having engaged the enemy’s pickets 
and driven them back upon their main force, an infantry skirmish 
line relieved the cavalry. This regiment was deployed as skirmishers. 
The enemy were held in check until 12 m.,when our line of battle 
advanced upon them. After the line of battle had advanced this regi- 
ment fell back and assembled, awaiting orders. At 2 p. m. they 
moved forward and took position in line of battle. At 4 p. m., with 
the line of battle, advanced in its memorable and victorious charge of 
that glorious day, which scattered and drove the enemy in contusion 
from the field. That night camped near Winchester. The loss on this 
occasion was 2 commissioned officers wounded, 3 enlisted men killed, 
and 12 enlisted men wounded. 

Upon the afternoon of September 21, our forces having advanced 
upon the enemy intreuched at Fisher’s Hill, this regiment, with the 
Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, was moved to take position upon 
the extreme right of the line of battle being formed. After a severe 
skirmish, during which this regiment was with the troops held as 
reserve, the desired point was secured and the line established. 
Next morning this division threw up breast-works, being in two lines 
of battle, this regiment in the second line. At 12m. we moved out to 
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the right, and was in the second line of battle in the preliminary move 
of the Third Division of that day, which was successful. In the final 
charge, at 5 p. m., owing to the nature of the ground, the line became 
somewhat broken, but though broken the advance was not checked. 
Part of this regiment was the first to enter the enemy’s works that 
day, when they took two pieces of artillery and many prisoners. In 
following up from this point the regiment was very much broken. 
Upon reaching the pike the regiment formed upon its colors and 
marched to where the division was bivouacked. The loss was one 
enlisted man wounded 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; JOHN A. WOLCOTT, 
First Lieutenant, Commanding Regiment. 


Capt. CHARLES H. LEONARD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS 151sT, NEw YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
November 2, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the following action of this 
regiment in the engagement at Cedar Creek, October 19, 1864: 

Before daylight on the 19th of October this regiment was aroused 
from sleep by the discharge of musketry and artillery, and before the 
tents could be struck and men equip themselves bullets showered in 
and about camp hke rain. The whole camp equipage, however, was 
packed and the line formed without confusion, the regiment taking its 
place in the brigade line, which was formed upon the hill back of the 
camp and facing what had been the left flank. The larger portion of 
the men and officers were absent upon the picket-line, but the few lett 
rallied round in support of the colors, and did nobly in the movement 
of the forenoon of that day. At 12 o’clock the balance of the regiment 
rejoined, and, with the brigade, moved in position in the new line formed. 
Here they built breast-works, but no attack was made upon this part 
of the line. At 3 p.m. the line moved forward. This regiment, with 
one other of the brigade, were the first to uncover, and thus drew the 
whole fire of the enemy’s lines. By this the line became somewhat 
broken, but the colors and majority of the regiment moved forward in 
the line and followed up the retreating.enemy. 

Both men and officers acted with great coolness and bravery this 
day; but the bravery of the color-sergeant, Edward Heller, and the 
whole color guard are especially to be commended. When the line 
broke out upon the pike the colors of the One hundred and fifty-first 
were ahead of all others. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fay being sick, the regiment was commanded by 
Capt. B. N. Wiles, who was wounded in the early part of the engage- 
ment, when the command devolved upon Capt. H. A. Kimball. 

The loss was 1 commissioned officer wounded and 1 enlisted man 
killed and 11 wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. WOLCOTT, 
First Lieutenant, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. C. H. LEonarp, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Report of Maj. William D. Ferguson, One hundred and eighty-fourth 
New York Infantry, of operations October 19. 


HpQrs. DETACHMENT 1841H REG. NEw York VOLs., 
Camp near Middletown, Va., October- 31, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders from headquarters First Brigade, 
Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, calling for a synopsis of the oper- 
ations of my detachment in the action of October 19, 1864, I would 
respecttully forward the following report: 

The detachment broke camp and formed in line of battle with the bri- 
gade shortly after daylight on the morning of the 19th instant. In about 
half an hour we marched by the left flank and formed line of battle 
perpendicular to the rear of our camp, and immediately opposite. A 
general engagement commenced with our line, I should think at about 
7 a. m., which was very severe for about one hour, alternately advancing 
and retreating short distances, at which time the enemy appearing on 
our flanks in superior numbers, we commenced steadily falling back 
under a destructive fire. In this first part of the action my detachment 
lost considerably in killed and wounded. We continued falling back to 
a road running parallel with our line of battle and at right angles with 
the turnpike leading from Winchester to Strasburg, where we reformed, 
facing the enemy. Finding the Sixth Corps without support, we were 
ordered to march from the right of battalions to the rear, in which order 
we continued the retreat about two miles farther to the center of a piece 
of woods southwest of Newtown, where we again formed in battle order, 
and formed for our protection a temporary breast-work of rails and logs, 
where we lay some three or four hours waiting for the enemy to attack. 
The enemy advanced to within musket-range of us and threw up breast- 
works similar to that of ours and kept this line until we were ordered 
to advance and charge about 4 p. m. The enemy resisted stubbornly 
and the fighting was very severe for some time, when they broke in dis- 
order and retreated toa stone fence where they undertook to rally, 
but the impetuosity of our men was such that their resistance was 
feeble and a general retreat of the enemy commenced, closely followed 
by our men. The action from this time was only one of enthusiasm on 
the part of our men and despair and disorder on the part of the enemy, 
which we followed to Cedar Creek, and encamped on the same ground 
from which we had been driven in the morning. General Sheridan’s 
promise to whip hell out of them was verified, and my detachment 
rested in fine spirits. 

We lost in the action 1 officer killed and 44 enlisted men killed and 
wounded. 

I cannot speak too highly of the coolness and bravery displayed by 
the officers of my detachment or of the courage and determination of 
the men. 

This being as far as my knowledge extends of the history of this 
detachment in the action of the 19th of October, 1 would respectfully 
submit it to you. 

Yours, respectfully, 
WM. D. FERGUSON, 
Major 184th New York Volunteers, Commanding Detachment. 


Captain LEONARD, it 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., Third Div., Sixth Army Corps. 
16 R R—VOL XLIII, PT I 


242 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. _—[Cuzar. LV. 
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Report of Capt. Edgar M. Ruhl, Bighty-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, 
of operations eptember 19 and 22. 


Hpars. BATTALION EIGHTY-SEVENTH PENNSYLVANIA, 
September 26, 1864. 


In compliance with orders, I have the honor to submit the following 
report: 

Lett camp at 3.20 a. m. of the 19th; forded the Opequon, and placed 
in line of battle on left of Winchester and Berryville road, about two 
miles from Winchester, by 8a.m. The regiment, being formed on left 
of second line, moved forward at 11.40 a. m., driving the enemy about 
one mile. Took an active pait in the operations of the day, sustaining 
a Joss of 7 killed and 47 wounded. 

Operations of 22d.—Moved on left flank of enemy about noon; division 
formed in lines of battle, regiment on right of second line. Advanced 
about two miles; regiment thrown out on right of flank to support 
skirmish line. Remained in this position until the skirmish line ad- 
vanced, when we assisted in driving the enemy from their works. Loss, 
1 killed and 3 wounded. 

EDGAR M. RUHL, 
Captain, Commanding Battalion. 


Capt. C. H. LEONARD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 57. 


Report of Capt. John A. Salsbury, Tenth Vermont Infantry, commanda- 
ing Highty-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, of operations October 19. 


HDQRS. BATTLN. KIGHTY-SEVENTH PENNSYLVANIA VOLS., 
November 1, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of battal- 
ion Kighty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers in the action near Cedar 
Creek, Va., October 19, 1804: 

Took command of the battalion about 11 a.m. October 19, 1864, its 
commander being killed early in the morning. Formed about a mile in 
rear of Middletown on the front line of battle of First Brigade, Third 
Division, Sixth Army Corps, about 12m, Advanced about 3.30 p. m., 
driving the enemy, and in the last charge on the enemy Corpl. Daniel 
P. Reigle, of my command, captured a battle-tlag from the enemy’s 
color bearer near Middletown, Va. Continued to advance until reach- 
ing the works of General Crook’s command, when, about 7 p. m., we 
were ordered back to our old camp. 

Very respectfully, &c., your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. SALSBURY, 
Capt., Tenth Vermont, Comdg. Battin. 87th Pennsylvania Vols. 


Capt. CHARLES TI. LEONARD, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. First Brig., Third Div., Siath Army Corps. 
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Report of Capt. Lucius T. Hunt, Tenth Vermont Infantry, of operations 
September 19 and 22. 


HEADQUARTERS TENTH VERMONT INFANTRY, 
Camp near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to forward, in obedience to orders, a 
report of the operations of this command during the recent engage- 
ments: 

On the 19th instant, at about 9 a. m., this regiment, having 267 mus- 
kets, crossed the Opequon Creek with the brigade, and, marching up 
the pike toward Winchester, was assigned a position in the general 
line of battle, being the right battalion of the brigade in the second line, 
lying upon and divided by the pike. The regiment lay here under fire, 
but without loss, until about 11.30 a. m., when, a general advance being 
ordered, the regiment moved into and through the woods to the front, 
the line bearing to the right of the pike, and arrived at the open field 
beyond, where the first line was found lying down. The fire of the 
enemy’s artillery while in the woods was sufficiently hot and accurate 
to try the best disciplined troops. The regiment suffered there its 
heaviest loss, the greatest being that of its gallant commanding officer, 
Maj. Edwin Dillmgham. The general alignmeut was a good deal dis- 
turbed, but the advance was not checked. The line being now reformed 
the advance was renewed, and the troops, somewhat unmindfui of dis- 
cipline in their eagerness, rushed across the field toward the enemy’s 
line and battery, approaching the latter so nearly that it was hurriedly 
withdrawn by hand. It is believed that had the troops on the left of 
our division been at this time equally advanced the battery would have 
been taken by troops of this brigade. Halting and rectifying my line, 
I was informed by a staff officer that the troops were retiring, and 
therefore withdrew my command, at first in good order, but afterward, 
being involved among other troops, it shared the general confusion 
which then occurred for a time in consequence of disorder on our right 
and a flank fire from that direction. Order being restored the regi- 
ment was collected, and it was posted in line upon the right of the bri- 
gade front, in a direction nearly at a right angle to that of the first 
advance. After maintaining here a fire more or less active for a time 
skirmishers were thrown out from my command and a second advance 
prepared for. The second advance being made at 4 p. m. my command 
continued to.occupy the same position in the front line. During the 
advance the regiment suffered considerably from the enemy’s artillery 
fire upon the line of battle and from his musketry upon the skirmish 
line, but operations upon other parts of the field causing the enemy to 
retreat soon after we had emerged from the woods in his front, my 
regiment had no further part in the action, except that it shared in the 
general forward movement upon the heights of Winchester which fol- 
lowed. 

I have to report, with pain, that Maj. Edwin Dillingham, command- 
ing the regiment, was struck by the enemy’s shell and mortally 
wounded early in the action. He died within a short time afterward. 
His loss is seriously and sadly felt in the regiment. First Lieut. L. A. 
Abbott, commanding Company E, and First Lieut. D. G. Hill, com- 
manding Company G, both gallant officers, were badly, the latter very 
dangerously, wounded at about the same time, 
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The total casualties of the command during this action were: Com- 
missioned officers—killed, 1; wounded, 3. Enlisted men—killed, 10; 
wounded, 50; missing, 1. Total, 65. 

In the action which took place on the 22d instant at Fisher’s Hill the 
regiment, upon the formation to attack, was posted upon the left of the 
brigade in the second line of battle. In the advance to the ridge, next 
that on which the enemy was intrenched, it met with a trifling loss in 
wounded, and after lying in line of battle upon the rising slope of the 
ridge until near 5 p. m., took part in the general movement, and 
marched in line of battle, under a threatening fire of shot and can- 
nister for a time, to attack the enemy’s works, with admirable steadi- 
ness. On reaching the open, upon the ridge, it moved by the right 
flank until uncovered by the first line, then forming upon its right, 
when the brigade broke into that rushing charge down the slope and 
up the height, which the enemy scarcely waited to receive. The regi- 
ment entered the works among the first, and in this charge took two 
brass field pieces and fifty-eight prisoners, following the routed enemy 
up the pike until dark. My loss was small, viz, 1 enlisted man killed, 
1 commissioned officer and 7 enlisted men wounded. 

I respectfully congratulate the brigade commander upon the results 
of these engagements, of incalculable value to our cause, and inspiring 
increased confidence among officers and men of the brigade in them- 
selves, each other, and their brigade commander. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. T. HUNT, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. C. H. LEONARD, 
Assistant Adjutani-General. 


No. 59. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Charles G. Chandler, Tenth Vermont Infantry, of 
operations October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS TENTH VERMONT VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Middletown, Va., November 2, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report, in compliance with orders, the 
part taken by the regiment under my command in the battle of Cedar 
Creek, October 19, 1864. 

Soon after daylight, the enemy having flanked the left of the general 
line and forced the troops occupying it from their positions, the brigade 
was formed at a right angle with its original line in two lines of battle, 
facing south, and holding the ridge north of the valley of Meadow Run, 
a small creek running parallel with the pike from Middletown. This 
regiment, numbering 16 officers and 253 muskets, was assigned a posi- 
tion, being the second in the front line of battle, lying near the present 
brigade headquarters. At this time men, wagons, artillery, &c., were 
passing to the rear through our lines in much confusion. The enemy 
appeared at about 7.30, opening a very severe fire of artillery and 
musketry from the commanding crest he had gained in our front, caus- 
ing us considerable loss while the troops were yet lying down unable 
to return the fire to advantage. This fire, well directed, swept the 
ground we occupied, while the enemy threw forward his skirmishers 
into the valley. The severe fire from the front, now increased by a par- 
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tially enfilading fire from a hill on the right and a little in our front, 
caused our line to give way gradually from the right. Falling back to 
a slight ridge about 200 yards a new alignment was made, while the 
rebels advanced their line of battle to the crest we had left. At so 
short range our fire was very effective. The rebel colors in our front 
were seen to fall and their line soon fell back to gain the protection of 
the ridge. Three guns of Captain McKnight’s battery (M, Fifth United 
States) had been abandoned on the ground we had left. A charge was 
now ordered to regain them, and the regiment, aided by a portion of 
the line on our left, gallantly charged up to the guns; Sergt. William 
Mahoney, color bearer, being the first to reach them, planting the colors 
upon one of the recaptured pieces. Theportion of the line thus advanced 
was too small to enable it to follow up its success, and it was imme- 
diately exposed toa very severe fire from the front and right flank, 
while a large column of the enemy advanced up the ravine against our 
right. A dense fog rendered it difficult to distinguish friends from foes 
and caused much confusion and uncertainty. The position was held, 
however, for about fifteen minutes, until the rebels gained our left flank, 
when I withdrew my regiment to the point from which we had advanced, 
where the line was again reformed. The guns we had recovered were 
also withdrawn and placed in the new line, and the enemy, advancing 
on to the ridge in our front, were again compelled to fall back by our 
fire, aided by canister from the battery; but, pursuing their advantage 
on the left, they soon flanked us in such force as to compel a retreat. 
Although broken and somewhat scattered by the severe flank fire, our 
line fell back slowly, the men constantly turning and firing. In this 
way weretired about half a mile, under a cross-fire of musketry, as 
well as a sharp fire from several pieces of artillery posted on the com- 
manding ridge near the pike. Reaching across-road, the line was halted 
and reformed at about 9 a.m. The enemy did not press us farther, 
though keeping up an artillery fire, but as they continued to advance 
on our left we were soon after withdrawn about one mile farther. Our 
loss in this part of the day was very severe. Capt. L. D. Thompson, 
commanding Company D, was killed. Adjt. W. Lyman was severely 
wounded while gallantly aiding in encouraging the men and keeping 
line in order when falling back under a severe flank fire. At about 
noon the general line was established across the pike between New- 
town and Middletown and slight breast works were thrown up of rails. 
A general advance was ordered at about 3.30 p.m. My regiment being 
on the right of the brigade moved with the division. Leaving the 
woods, as we pushed forward into the open field, the right of the line, 
uncovered by the troops on that flank not being equally advanced, 
was exposed to a concentrated fire, which for a few moments checked 
our forward movement. Some of the troops, gaining the shelter of a 
slight ridge, maintained their advanced position and kept up a sharp 
fire on the enemy. The troops were soon reformed, and, advancing 
with the general line, drove the rebels from a strong position behind 
a stone wall, pushing them back about half a mile. Here they took up 
a very strong position, on a high ridge behind a stone wall, and made a 
stout resistance for about half an hour, but, overpowered by our fire, 
their line showed signs of wavering, and a general advance being 
ordered the men sprang forward impetuously and drove them from 
their last position in confusion. No further resistance was made to our 
advance, and soon after dark we reached and took possession of our old 
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I have to mention with regret the loss in the last charge of Sergt. 
William Mahoney, color bearer of the regiment, who has borne the colors 
through every action the regiment has been engaged in with remarkable 
gallantry. 

It is impossible to particularize officers or men where ail behaved so 
gallantly. Capt. H. H. Dewey, Company A, commanded the regiment 
in the latter part of the day, leading it in the last gallant charge and 
the severe combat preceding. 

The loss was very heavy, being equal to one-half of all the officers 
present and one-third of the whole number present in the regiment. 
The numbers are as follows: Killed—commissioned officers, 1; enlisted 
men, 15. Wounded—commissioned officers, 7; enlisted men, 58. Miss- 
ing—enlisted men, 4. Total, 85. 

A nominal list of casualties has been already forwarded. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES G. CHANDLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Tenth Vermont Volunteers. 

Capt. CHARLES H. LEONARD, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., Third Div., Sixth Army Corps. 


No. 60. 


Report of Col. J. Warren Keifer, One hundred and Tenth Ohio Infantry, 
commanding Second Brigade, of operations September 19-22. 


HpqQrs. SECOND Briac., THrrRD Dtiy., Sixtn ARMy CoRPs, 
Camp at Harrisonburg, Va., September 27, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: As directed in orders, I have the honor to submit a report 
of the operations of this brigade in the late engagements at Opequon 
and Fisher’s Hill, Va. 

This brigade was composed on the morning of the 19th instant of 
the Sixth Maryland, One hundred and thirty-eighth and Sixty seventh 
Pennsylvania, One hundred and tenth, One hundred and twenty-sixth, 
and One hundred and twenty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regi- 
ments, and First and Third Battalions, Ninth New York Heavy Artil- 
lery Regiment, commanded, respectively, by Col. John W. Horn, Col. M. 
R. McClennan, First Lieut. J. F. Young, Lieut. Col. Otho H. Binkley, 
Lieut. Col. Aaron W. Ebright, Col. William H. Ball, and Maj. Charles 
Burgess, numbering in the aggregate about 2,000 muskets. 

At 3a, m. September 19, 1864, the brigade marched from its late camp 
near Berryville to the Berryville pike and along the pike in the direction 
of Winchester, Va., crossing Opequon Creek near the pike and about five 
miles from Winchester; from thence it was moved to within three miles 
of Winchester and formed behind the crest of a hillto the right of the 
pike and upon the right of the Third Division, which was the right of 
the Sixth Corps, Skirmishers were thrown forward from the front line, 
under command of Maj. Charles M. Cornyn, One hundred and twenty- 
second Ohio, who immediately became engaged with the enemy’s skir- 
mishers, his position was attained about 9a.m. The Nineteenth 
Army Corps was formed about 11 a. m. upon the right of my brigade. 
Heavy skirmishing continued until about 12 m., when the whole line 
advanced, I was ordered by Brigadier-General Ricketts to dress my 
brigade toward the turupike and upon the First Brigade, Third Divis- 
ion, Sixth Corps. As soon as we commenced to advance we were 
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exposed to a heavy artillery fire from the enemy. The Nineteenth 
Corps did not move and keep connection with my right, and the turn- 
pike upon which the division was dressing bore to the left, causing a 
wide interval between the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps. As the lines 
advanced the interval became greater. The enemy discovering this 
fact hurled a large body of men toward the interval and threatened to 
take my right in flank. I at once caused the One hundred and thirty- 
eighth and Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania and One hundred and tenth 
Ohio Regiments to break their connection with the right of the 
remainder of my brigade and move toward the advancing column of 
the enemy. These three regiments most gallantry met the overwhelm- 
ing masses of the enemy and held them in check. The Nineteeuth 
Corps soon came up and encountered a very heavy force of the enemy 
in a woods to the right of the three regiments named. As soon as the 
Nineteenth Corps engaged the enemy the force in my front commenced 
slowly retiring. I pushed forward the three regiments until we came 
upon two batteries (eight guns), silencing them, aud compelling the 
enemy to abandon them. The three regiments had arrived within less 
than 200 yards of the two batteries when the Nineteenth Corps, after a 
inost gallant resistance, gave way. The enemy at once came upon my 
right flauk in large force; successful resistance was no longer possible; 
the three regiments had already suffered heavily, and were obliged to 
fall back in some disorder. The enemy regained a portion of the 
ground f-om which they had been driven. In falling back we lost no 
prisoners, The broken troops of my brigade were halted and reformed 
in a woods behind troops from the reserve, which had come forward to 
fill up the interval. As soon as reformed they were moved forward 
again over the same ground they had advanced the first time. While 
moving this portion of my brigade forward I received an order from 
Brigadier-General Ricketts, commanding division, to again unite my 
brigade near the center of the corps and to the right of the turn- 
pike, near a house. This order was obeyed at once, and my whole 
brigade was placed in one line immediately confronting the enemy. 
The four regiments of my brigade that were upon the left kept con- 
nection with the First Brigade, Third Division, and fought desperately, 
in the main driving the enemy. They also captured a considerable 
number of prisoners in their first advance. Heavy firing was kept up 
along the whole line until about 4 p. m., when a general advance took 
place. The enemy gave way before the impetuosity of our troops, and 
were soon completely routed. This brigade pressed forward with the 
advance line to and into the streets of Winchester. The rout of the 
enemy was everywhere complete. Night came on, and the pursuit of 
the enemy was stopped. The troops of my brigade encamped with the 
corps on the Strasburg and Front Royal roads, south of Winchester. 
This brigade lost in the battle of Opequon some valiant and superior 
officers. Lieut. Col. A. W. Ebright, commanding One hundred and 
twenty-sixth Ohio, was killed instantly carly in the action. He was 
uniformly brave and skillful. He had fought in the many battles of 
the Sixth Corps during the past summer’s campaign. Capt. Thomas 
J. Hyatt and Lieut. Rufus Ricksecker, One hundred and twenty-sixth 
Obio, and Lieut, William H. Burns, Sixth Maryland, also fell in this 
action. Each was conspicuous for gallantry on this and other fields 
upon which they had fought. Col. John W. Horn, Sixth Maryland, 
whom none excelled for distinguished bravery, was severely, if not 
mortally, wounded. Col. William H. Ball, One hundred and twenty- 
second Ohio, received a wound from a shell, but did not quit the field. 
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He maintained his usual reputation for cool courage and excellent 
judgment and skill. Capt. John S, Stuckey, One hundred and thirty- 
eighth Pennsylvania, lost a leg. Maj. Charles M. Cornyn, One hun- 
dred and twenty-second Ohio; Captains Feight and Walter, One hun- 
dred and thirty-eighth Pennsylvania; Captain Williams, Lieuten- 
ants Patterson, Wells, and Crooks, One hundred and twenty-sixth 
Ohio; Captains Hawkins and Rouzer and Lieutenant Smith, Sixth 
Maryland; Lieutenants Fish and Colvin, Ninth New York Heavy 
Artillery; Captains Van Eaton and_Trimble and Lieutenants Deeter 
and Simes, One hundred and tenth Ohio, are among the many officers 
more or less severely wounded. Lieutenant Deeter has since died. 
I cannot too highly commend their gallantry. Capt. J. P. Dudrow, 
One hundred and twenty-second Ohio, and Lieut. R. W. Wiley, One 
hundred and tenth Ohio, were each slightly wounded while acting as 
aides-de-camp upon my Staff. i 

The enemy was pursued on the 20th to Fisher’s Hill, about one mile 
and a half south of Strasburg, Va., on the Staunton turnpike, where he 
was strongly fortified in an apparently impregnable position. This 
brigade bivouacked with the corps near Strasburg. About 12 m. on 
the 21st the brigade, except the Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, 
which was detailed as wagon guard, moved with the corps to the right 
of Strasburg, and was formed again upon the extreme right of the 
corps. In compliance with an order from Brigadier-General Ricketts, 
J ordered forward the One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio, commanded 
by Capt. G. W. Hoge, to aid in driving the enemy from a hill in our 
front. Theregiment soon became engaged with theenemy. The Sixth 
Maryland, commanded by Capt. C. K. Prentiss, was soon after ordered 
forward to its support. After a brisk fight the two regiments charged 
and took the heights, thereby gaining a very important position, upon 
which the troops bivouacked for the night. In this affair the One hun- 
dred and twenty-sixth Ohio had 4 enlisted men killed and 17 wounded, 
and the Sixth Maryland had 7 enlisted men wounded. Captains Hoge 
and Prentiss displayed great gallantry in this action. 

The brigade remained in the position occupied on the night of the 21st 
instant until about 12 m. of the 22d instant. The Sixth Maryland, being 
on the skirmish line, was constantly engaged with the enemy’s skirmish- 
ers. Atthe hour last named, as directed by Brigadier-General Ricketts, 
the brigade moved off to the right and upon the enemy’s left and, with 
the First Brigade, Third Division, asa support, attacked and drove the 
enemy from two hills, which he held in considerable force. So rapid 
was his flight that he abandoned shelter-tents, blankets, and a consid- 
erable amount of infantry ammunition. During this advance I ordered 
the Sixth Maryland to push forward upon the extreme left of my skir- 
mish line to resist an attack from the enemy in that direction, which it 
was successful in doing. In this attack portions of the One hundred 
and tenth and One hundred and twenty-second Ohio were thrown for- 
ward as a strong line of skirmishers under the command of Lieut. Col. 
M. M. Granger, One hundred and twenty-second Ohio, Major Aaron 
Spangler, commanding the One hundred and tenth Ohio. Colonel 
Granger and Major Spangler exhibited their usual skill and good judg- 
ment in the successful management of troops. The skirmishers were 
pushed over the crest of the hill and to within long rifle range of the 
enemy’s main works, in which were mounted heavy guns. The brigade 
was formed behind the crest of the hill confronting the enemy. 
Although near the enemy he was not able to do us much injury with 
his artillery. Sharp skirmishing continued until about 4 p. m., when 
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the Eighth Corps commenced an advance some distance farther to the 
right and upon the left flank and rear of the enemy. A heavy fire had 
been opened upon the enemy’s works by artillery to my rear and left. 
My skirmishers were pressed forward with orders to halt near the 
enemy’s works and open fire upon his gunners. /The whole line soon 
after advanced and charged the works, capturing many prisoners aud 
four guns, and dispersing the rebel infantry in all directions. As we 
charged a battery opened upon my men still farther to our left. The 
Eighth Corps came up on our immediate right, and with them we moved 
forward without delay and charged the second battery, capturing it also. 
At about this time the whole army’commenced advancing, the Eighth 
Corps and Third Division, Sixth Corps, being fully upon the enemy’s 
left flank and rear, pushed forward with wild and victorious shouts 
along the entire line of the enemy from his left to extreme right, cap- 
turing ali his artillery in position, and capturing and dispersing his 
troops. Not a regiment or company of the enemy left the field in any- 
thing like order. Of the number of pieces of artillery capfured this 
brigade is entitled to the credit of capturing eight at least. The num- 
ber of prisoners captured by the brigade I cannot state. Many of the 
captured prisoners were left behind to be picked up by others in the 
rear. It is said that through neglect to place guards over captured 
artillery others who came up later guarded and claimed it as their cap- 
ture. The brigade pursued the enemy with the corps all night. The 
pursuit of the fugitive enemy was continued by the infantry to Har- 
risonburg, Va., at which place the army arrived on the 25th instant. 
Thus ended the glorious victory at Fisher’s Hill, the enemy’s supposed 
“haven of security.” 

The loss in my brigade on the 22d was very light, considering the 
result attained. 

Many acts of daring bravery were performed by officers and men of 
this command. Lieut. R. W. Wiley, with Privates O. A. Ashbrook, One 
hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio, William Wise and Elias A. Barr, Com- 
pany I, One hundred and tenth Ohio, rushed in advance of the line and 
captured Captain Ashby (brother of the late rebel General Ashby) and 
twenty-one men. Sergt. Albert J. Rouston and Private Elias Wreights, 
Company B, One hundred and thirty-eighth Pennsylvania, were the 
first in a fort in which they captured one officer and thirty men. Each 
party brought their prisoners away securely. Other instances of similar 
character might be mentioned. 

The loss in my command in killed and wounded from the 19th to the 
22d of September, 1864, inclusive, was 4 officers and 54 enlisted men 
killed, and 25 officers and 314 enlisted men wounded, making an aggre- 
gate of 397 killed and wounded. . 

Hereto appended will be found a summary of casualties by regiments. 

Throughout the two engagements Lieut. Col. Otho H, Binkley, Maj. 
Aaron Spangler, One hundred and tenth Ohio; Col. William H. Ball, 
Lieut. Col. M. M. Granger, and Maj. Charles M. Cornyn, One hundred and 
twenty-second Ohio; Capt. G. W. Hoge, One hundred and twenty-sixth 
Ohio; Capts. C. K. Prentiss and J. J. Bradshaw, Sixth Maryland; Maj. 
Charles Burgess, Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, and others, displayed 
ereat bravery, skill, and energy in the discharge of their important 
duties. Col. M. R. McClennan, One hundred and thirty-eighth Penn- 
sylvania, remained upon the field at Opequon gallantly doing his duty 
until from exhaustion he was obliged to go to the rear. He was weak 
and still suftering from a recent illness. One or two officers only are 
known to deserve censure and punishment for their inefficiency and 
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bad conduct. First Lieut. John A. Gump, acting assistant adjutant- 
general; First Lieut. J.T. Rorer, brigade iuspector; Capt. J. P. Dudrow, 
Lieut. Charles H. Kuhn, and Lieut. R. W. Wiley, acting aides-de-camp 
on my staff, were conspicuous for bravery and good conduct. ‘I heir 
promptness in the delivery of orders, and skill and good judgment in 
carrying them out, entitle them to the highest praise. 

The already great length of this repo:t forbids my. making special 
mention of acts of distinguished bravery by members of my stat, Cap- 
tain Dudrow and Lieutenants Gump and Rorer ea¢h had one horse 
shot and Lieutenant Wiley had two horses shot under him while in 
the discharge of their duty. Orderly Lewis B. Paul, One hundred and 
tweaty-sixth Ohio, was wounded and had his horse killed under him 
while carrying the brigade flag in the battle of Opequon. Orderly 
Lewis H. Shreeve, Sixth Maryland, also had his horse shot under him. 
Oiderly Richard Netz, One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio, and those 
just named were cool and gallant. 

My orders were throughout received from Brig. Gen. J. B. Ricketts, 
commanding division, and through members of his staff. To General 
Ricketts and each member of his staft I beg to acknowledge my grati- 
tude and obligations for their kind courtesy and uniform generous treat- 
ment. 

Regimental reports of operations and a nominal list of casualties* 
are herewith transmitted. 

I am, captain, very truly, your obedient and humble servant, 
J. WARREN KEIFER, 
Colonel 110th Volunteer Infantry, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. ANDREW J. SMITH, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Sixth Army Corps. 


No. 61. 


Report of Col. William H. Ball, One hundred and twenty-second Ohio 
Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, of operations October 19. 


Hpars. SEconpd Bric., THIRD Div., SixtH ARMY CoRPs, 
October 20, 1864. 

CApTAIN: I have the honor of making the following report of the 
part taken by the Second Brigade, Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, 
in the battle of Cedar Creek, October 19, 1~64: 

The troops were aroused at dawn of day by musketry to our left. 
Shortly after the lines were fo med the command of the brigade de- 
volved upon myself, in consequence of changes resulting from the 
absence of General Sheridan, The brigade was formed in two lines— 
the first composed of the Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, One hun- 
dred and thirty-eiguth Pennsylvania, and a portion of the Sixty-seventh 
Pennsylvania; the second embraced the Sixth Maryland, One hundred 
and twenty-sixth, One hundred and twenty-second, and One hundred 
and tenth Ohio; the regiments occupied positions from right to left as 
named. Before sunrise I received orders to move by the right flank 
toward the pike. After moving a short distance in that direction 
orders were received to return to the position from which we had just 
moved and await orders. Shortly thereafter I was ordered to move in 
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the same manner and direction as before. The brigade moved to an 
elevation near and in rear of army headquarters, where it came under 
fire. The lines were faced by the rear rank; the second, now become 
the first, moved forward to meet the advancing foe and hold a erest in 
front. The troops moved gallantly and drove back the advance of 
the enemy and became warmly engaged, capturing several prisoners. 
About this time a large number of the Nineteenth Army Corps passed 
through the line and broke its organization. The line could not be 
reformed at that place in consequence of numbers retreating over the 
ground, The greater part of the troops of that line collected and formed 
upon the remaining line. The brigade was then under severe fire, from 
both infantry and artillery. Troops left the field on both my right and 
left, until the brigade was w thout immediate support. At this critical 
period the Ninth New York Heavy Artillery behaved with coolness 
and gallantry. Under orders the troops moved back with great regu- 
larity a short distance to another-elevation, where they were met by 
another order to retire to a road half a mile farther to the rear. At 
the road the position was occupied a few minutes, the troops of the 
Kighth Army Corps on my left. Iwas then ordered to move to the left. 
I did so, connecting with the left of the Eighth Army Corps. Having 
now no connection on my left, and being in a thick wood of oak and 
cedar, I directed Captain Prentiss, Sixth Maryland, to protect the left 
flank by skirmishers. The direction was promptly carried out. 

After occupying this position some time I received ‘orders to move to 
the rear. JI did so, the troops of the Kighth Army Corps passing to my 
left, aud took position a mile to the rear of that last occupied. Here 
we were ordered to move obliquely to the left and rear and connect 
with the right of the Second Division, Sixth Army Corps. We con- 
nected with the right of the Eighth Army Corps at a stone fence in a 
wood near the pike. Defensive works were hastily constructed of such 
material as could readily be had, and the troops, it being noon, rested 
some two hours or more. Lieutenant-Colonel Binkley, One hundred 
and tenth Ohio, was ordered to deploy his regiment and One hundred 
and thirty-eighth Pennsylvania as skirmishers and advance to the frout 
of the woods in which we were resting and observe the movements of 
the enemy. An hour after Colonel Binkley notified me that the enemy 
were moving on the right of our line in force. An attack was made, 
but repulsed before extending to my brigade. The skirmishers were 
ex}osed to a more or less active fire of musketry. Artillery was also 
brought to bear on our skirmish line, but without effect. While we 
were in this position Major-General Sheridan rode along the line from 
lett to right encouraging the men. He was greeted with most enthimsi- 
astic cheers by the troops. This was the first assurance the army 
had of his return. About 3 p. m. the whole army advanced in one line 
upon the enemy. Immediately before advancing the troops were with- 
drawn to the left, and iny left connected with the Second Division, Sixth 
Army Corps, while my right connected with the First Brigade, Third 
Division. We advanced half a mile to the edge of the woods, when we 
were met by a well-directed fire from the right flank. This fire was 
returned with spirit some fitteen minutes, when the troops wavered and 
fell back a short distance in some disorder. The Second and Third 
Divisions gave way at the same time. The line was speedily reformed 
and moved forward and became engaged with the enemy again, each 
force oveupying a stone wall. Advantage was taken of a wall or fence 
running perpendicular to and connecting with that occnpied by the 
enemy. After the action had continued here about three-quarters of an 
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hour a heavy volley was fired at the enemy from the transverse wall. 
A hurried and general retreat of the enemy immediately followed, and 
our troops eagerly followed, firing upon the retreating army as it ran, 
and giving no opportunity to the enemy to reform or make a stand. 

Several efforts were made by the enemy during the pursuit to rally, 
but the enthusiastic pursuit foiled all such efforts. Our troops were 
subject to artillery fire of solid shot, shell, and grape during the pur- 
suit, and we reached the intrenchments of the Ninteenth Army Corps 
(which were captured in the morning) as the sun set. Here the pursuit 
by the infantry was discontinued. The first and second, and probably 
the third, colors planted on the recovered works of the Nineteenth 
Army Corps were of regiments composing this brigade. 

Lieut. John A. Gump, of the One hundred and thirty-eighth Penn- 
sylvania Infantry Volunteers, acting assistant adjutant-general on 
brigade staff, fell mortally wounded early in the action. Lieutenant 
Gump was a gallant officer. Lieutenant Kuhn, Sixth Maryland, acting 
aide-de-camp on brigade staff, fell seriously, if not mortally, wounded 
in the afternoon. Second Lieutenant Wiley, One hundred and tenth 
Ohio, acting aide-de-camp on brigade staff, was captured by the enemy 
while returning from the ammunition train to his brigade. He was a 
gallant and daring officer. Through the entire day the conduct of 
Lieut. Jonathan T. Rorer, One hundred and thirty-eighth Pennsylvania, 
acting assistant inspector-general on brigade staff, was most gallant 
and efficient. All the staff officers of the brigade are entitled to com- 
mendation. 

The following is a list of the casualties that occurred in the brigade 
during the action :* 


Killed. Wounded. ; Missing. | 
At} 3810 g 
’ : ges : | 
Regiment. z | B j 4 | 2 
S) dq G) A S) =| 3) 
Es © ES © SB © 0 
S bs BothSuleesy Wil kered 
sina : ol ee zs 
126thiOhio: Vielupeersy ser omtaersishe art ote: Siero dew re eeee ate 4! 1 14 1 5 | 25 
MW0th Ohiowioluntecrs ees os-scere cee siocenaeee oe Rea | 5 | 2 Bil easidal secac ca 3 | 34 
1220 O hiowVolunteers eas ees soe aes ae sade 1 34 4 Sit sae cc - 6 | 45 
6th Maryland: Volunteersic aisle ce cece osdene eel seease 8 | 4 Eases 1 51 
138th Pennsylvania Volunteers -..............--..-|....-- 2! 4 DOM cre = Se Ula. ate esas 42 
9th New York Heavy Artillery .................-|.....- 40 | 5 AGO... SRN oes eae | - 208 
67th Pennsylvania, Volunteers »<c..-2.sessc-aece-clenes ee DB eecewe RS eee 1| 30 
: bab bel eras 2 il bie tat! 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. BALL, 


Colonel 122d Ohio Vol. Infty., Temporarily Comdg. Second Brig. 
Capt. A. J. SMITH, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Div., Siath Corps. 


No. 62. 


Report of Capt. Clifton K. Prentiss, Sixth Maryland Infantry, of oper- 
ations September 19-25. 


Hpgrs. SIXTH REGIMENT MARYLAND VOLUNTEERS, 
September 27, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to report that on the 19th of September, at 2 
a, m., the regiment of which I have command broke camp near Clifton 
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farm, near Berryville, and moved with the division, marching in two 
columns, in a westerly direction across the country to the Winchester 
and Berryville pike, which we struck three miles from Berryville. At 
this point we could hear the cavalry engaging the enemy on the west 
side of the Opequon River. After a short halt on the east bank, we 
crossed the Opequon at a ford some 500 yards south of the road and 
marched with all possible speed to the support of the cavalry. We 
found the cavalry skirmishing with the enemy three miles from Win- 
chester, and we went into position in two lines in the rear and threw 
forward skirmishers to relieve the cavalry. Our lines were formed on 
the edge of a woods and on high ground at the head of a ravine run- 
ning from the Opequon. The troops went into position in the following 
order, the line being at right angles with and across the Berrryville and 
Winchester pike: The Second Division, Sixth Army Corps, on the left 
of the pike; the Third Division on the right of the same; the First 
Division in reserve; the Nineteenth Army Corps on the right of the 
Sixth Army Corps. In this position we had some artillery practice, and 
our skirmishers were successful jin reaching] a crest 300 yards in our 
front, to which our artillery was advanced. This position we held until 
twenty minutes of 12 m., when the entire line was ordered to move 
forward on the enemy. This our division did with alike gallantry and 
success for a distance of one mile anda quarter, undera heavy fire of infan- 
try and artillery and with both flanks exposed, as the Second Division did 
not keep pace with our rapid advance, but at one time halted and lay 
down, and the Nineteenth Army Corps did not succeed in advancing to 
the line we occupied until about 3 p.m. We were at one time obliged 
to fall back some 200 yards trom the position we had taken, but the 
men were soon rallied and reoceupied the same ground, and with the 
assistance of Colonel Edwards’ brigade, of the First Division, were so. 
enabled to extend our lines as to protect our flanks. Our position 
was a strong one, and though the enemy made repeated efforts to dis- 
lodge us, using their artillery with great accuracy, we yet held our 
position until the Nineteenth Army Corps, re-enforced by the Kighth 
Army Corps, was successful in driving the enemy in its front, and by 4 
p. m. they had turned the enemy’s flank, so that his lines were at right 
angles with the lines in our front. At this time we were again ordered 
forward, when the enemy were routed and driven in great confusion 
from the field. Our division moved forward until we held possession of 
the heights beyond Winchester, the enemy having fled in the direction 
of Strasburg. Wewent into camp for the night on the left of the Stras- 
burg road, on the outskirts of Winchester. 

In this action our regiment had 1 officer and 7 enlisted men killed 
and 5 officers and 26 enlisted men wounded. Three times on this day 
were the color bearers shot down, yet the colors never fell. Col. John 
W. Horn, while encouraging his men to withstand one of the enemy’s 
assaults, was very dangerously wounded. Capt. Henry J. Hawkins 
and John R. Rouzer are supposed to be mortally wounded. Lieut. 
Demarest J. Smith, while leading his company gallantly into a charge, 
was badly wounded, and Lieut. William H. Burns, while bearing our 
colors forward, was struck with a shell, crimsoning our colors with his 
blood. 

At5a. m. September 20 we marched via Strasburg pike, keeping 
on the right of the road; halted for breakfast beyond Newtown, 
from which we marched to Strasburg, where we found the enemy 
had taken up a strong position on Fisher’s Hill, south and west of 
the town. Here our troops were massed in a woods on the right of 
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the road and remained until about 2 p. m. of the 21st, when our division 
moved in two columns toward the left of the enemy’s line, when my 
regiment was detached from the brigade for the purpose of supporting 
a portion of the skirmish line of the Second Division, which had been 
broken and driven back in great confusion. ‘I was successful in driv- 
ing the enemy to a line of works he had constructed of rails. At 
dusk, on receiving orders from the assistant adjutant-general of Third 
Division, Sixth Army Corps, drove him from his works. In this 
charge my men acted with great gallantry, and the enemy was so 
entirely surprised that he offered but feeble resistance, though I have 
reason to believe he was in considerable numbers. In this action I lost 
seven enlisted men wounded. 

At 12 m. the 22d my regiment was withdrawn from the skirmish line 
and joined the brigade and division as they moved off to the enemy’s 
extreme left, where the division formed in two lines (Second Brigade 
in front) and moved on, driving their skirmish line before us for three- 
quarters of a mile, when my regiment was detailed to go on the skir- 
mish line; formed a connection on my left with the Second Division 
and on the right. with troops of our division, commanded by Major 
Spangler, of One hundred and tenth Obio Volunteers. In this move- 
ment I was entirely successful in driving the enemy and securing a 
good position, where I was ordered to halt. This position I held until 
about 6 p.m., when the Second Division, on my left, and the Third 
Division, Sixth Army Corps, on my right, charged the enemy and drove 
them in confusion. At this time I received orders, by Lieut. R. W. 
Wiley, from Colonel Keifer to form my regiment in the rear of Major 
Spangler’s and await orders. Up to 5 a.m. 23d neither Major Spangler 
nor myself having received orders, and supposing they had been sent 
but failed to reach us (as has since proved to be the case), we marched 
via the Staunton pike and overtook our brigade at Woodstock, and 
after receiving four days’ rations we marched to one mile south of 
Edenburg, where we arrived and at 4 p.m. went intocamp. At5a. 
m. September 24 marched for New Market, three miles beyond which 
we went into camp for the night. Most of this day our cavalry were 
skirmishing with the enemy. Marched at 6 a. m. September 25 on the 
left of the road; arrived at Harrisonburg at 4 p.m. the same day. Our 
division went into position in two lines on the east side of the town, 
where we are at present encamped. 

Very respectfully, &e., 
CLIFTON K. PRENTISS, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieut. Joun A. Gump, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 63. 


Report of Maj. Joseph C, Hill, Sixth Maryland Infantry, of operations 
October 19. 


Hpars. SixtH REGIMENT MARYLAND VOLUNTEERS, 
November 4, 1864. 
Captain: I have the honor to transmit to you a detailed report of 


the operations of this command in the recent engagement at Cedar 
Creek, on the 19th of October, 1864. nr 
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Before daybreak the command was aroused by heavy firing on our 
left, and without awaiting orders the command was svon under arms. 
It soon became evident that the enemy had surprised and completely 
routed the troops on our left. Orders came for us to fall in immediately, 
which order was promptly obeyed. We moved off by the right flank 
and formed line of battle on the hill in rear of our camp-and advanced 
across the run, accompanied by the One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio 
Volunteers. We began ascending the hill. but soon found that the 
troops 01 our right had been flanked and were falling back, which also 
compelled us to fall back across the run, which we did in good order, 
under a heavy fire from the enemy, to the point where our lise first 
advanced from. Here we halted. The enemy still advancing, we were 
again compelled to fall back some 400 yards. In doing so two guus of 
Captain McKnight’s battery were abandoned and fell into the hands of 
theenemy. We again advanced and retook the abandoned guns. The 
whole line then fell back opposite Middletown and there formed line, my 
command being on the left of the brigade. We then moved to the left, 
and after being in line a short time we fell still farther back, again 
moving by the right flank, and formed line one mile east of Middletewn, 
connecting with the Second Division, Sixth Army Corps, on our left, 
where we remained until the order was given to advance, about 3 p.m., 
when the whole line advanced and drove the enemy from the field, my 
command following to Cedar Creek. Here we received orders to reoc- 
eupy our old camp for the night. 

The command weutiuto the engagement in the morning with 9 officers 
and 150 men, and sustained a loss during the day of 4 officers wounded, 
8 enlisted men killed, 37 enlisted men wounded, and 1 enlisted man 
wounded and missing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. HIUL, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. JoHn J. BRADSHAW, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade. 


No. 64. 


Report of Maj. Charles Burgess, Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, of 
operations September 19. 


HEADQUARTERS Nintu NEw York ARTILLERY, 
September 27, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that this regiment took an 
active part in the engagement on the Opequon Creek on the 19th 
instant, with the loss of 2 officers wounded, 6 enlisted men killed, 36 
wounded, and none missing, the nominal list of the same being in- 
closed.* I have the honor further to report that the regiment took no 
part in the engagements on Fisher’s Hill, having been detailed as a 
guard at the hospital. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. BURGESS, 
Major, Commanding. 
Lieut. JoHNn A. GUMP, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brig., Third Div., Siath Corps. 


“Om itted, 
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Report of Maj. James W. Snyder, Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, of 
operations October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS Ninth NEw YORK ARTILLERY, _ 
October 26, 1864. 


Str: I have the honor to report the following operations of the Ninth 
New York Artillery in the battle of Cedar Creek, Va., October 19, 
1864: 

Our regiment was aroused at daylight by musketry on the extreme 
left of our line and in front of the Eighth Corps. Iimmediately ordered 
the men under arms. Lieutenant Wiley, of Colonel Keifer’s staff, com- 
manding Second Brigade, rode up and ordered the regiment into line. 
We formed line in front of our camp, stacked arms, struck tents, and 
slung knapsacks. The sick were sent to the rear, and, as the sailor 
would say, the “decks were cleared for action.” We immediately 
moved oft by the right flank by file right, formimg a line perpendicular to 
the first line, arid faced to the rear. At this time Colonel Keifer, com- 
manding brigade, succeeded to the command of the Third Division, 
General Ricketts being wounded, and Colonel Ball took command of 
the brigade. Iwas then ordered to move the regiment by the left flank 
to the ground in front of our camp, and after halting a few minutes I 
was ordered to countermarch by the left flank, and moved out and 
formed a line parallel and some 150 yards to the right and rear of our 
first line. From this position we opened fire and held in check the 
rebels who were advancing upon the knoll nearourcamp. At this time 
we were on the right of the brigade, with no connection on our right, 
and after a few volleys we were ordered to fall back and take a position 
on a knoll some 200 yards to the rear of this line. Here we again 
opened fire upon the enemy, whose colors could be distinctly seen be- 
tween us and our camp, as they advanced. At this point their fire 
was very severe, but we returned compliment for compliment in the 
shape of leaden bullets. The ground was literally covered with our 
killed and wounded, but we contested the ground inch by inch until an 
aide from the brigade commander ordered us to fall back below the 
crest of the hill, which we did in good order. At this moment General 
Wright, commanding the army in the absence of General Sheridan, rode 
up and ordered me to advance and hold the crest. The command “ for- 
ward” was given. The men responded with a cheer, and advanced 
with enthusiasm, under a galling fire in front and upon our flanks. 
The balance of the brigade having fallen back, and there being no con- 
nection on our right, our flank was left exposed to a severe cross-fire 
from the rebel columns, which had got almost in our rear. 

Captain Dudrow, on the brigade staff, rode up again and ordered 
me to fallback. I pointed him to General Wright, saying, “The general 
has ordered me to hold this crest, and I shall obey his orders.” Our fire, 
in the meantime, being delivered with so much spirit, had checked the 
advance of the rebels, and gave the troops in our rear a chance to form 
aline. The line being formed we were ordered to fall back, and march- 
ing by the rear rank at a left oblique we joined the First Division on 
our right. We then halted, faced to the front in a road or lane, and 
immediately moved by the left flank into a piece of woods about half a 
mile to the left. There we halted, faced to the front, and sent forward 
about seventy men as skirmishers under command of Lieutenants 
¥lynn and Parrish. Again, under orders, we fell back and marched by 
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the right oblique nearly a mile, when our brigade joined the Second 
Division on our left. We then faced to the front and the whole line 
advanced, taking position about one mile and a quarter north of Middle- 
town. There we threw together a breast-work of rails, which we 
occupied from 10.30 a. m. till 3.30 p. m., when the whole line was 
ordered to advance through a piece of woods, which we did in good order, 
the One hundred and twenty-second Ohio being on our left. When 
we were nearly through the wood and about to emerge into an open 
field on our right a heavy fire of musketry and shell was poured into us 
and caused our whole line to waver. At first a portion of our left fell 
back, but they were soon rallied, and pushed forward and drove the 
rebels about three-quarters of a mile, until they, taking position behind 
a stone wall, disputed our advance for more than an hour. A portion 
of my command, haying gained a stone wall running perpendicular to 
the wall behind which the enemy was posted, delivered an enfilading 
fire, which threw them into confusion and finally into a perfect rout. 
Their officers tried in vain to rally them, while my men, cheered with 
the prospect of victory, pressed on after the retreating foe, driving 
them down through the ravine on the north side of the pike, and halted 
not till our colors were planted first upon the parapet of the rifle-pits 
in front of the Nineteenth Corps. 

Mention of individual bravery would seem superfluous, for both officers 
and men did their duty, with one exception, Lieut. Weston E. Allen, 
Company F, who, having claimed to have been wounded in the early 
part of the engagement, left his company and went to Winchester, 
where he was found two days after, not having reported to any surgeon 
nor having any appearance of a wound upon his person. 

Some 400 men, recruits, who were never under fire before—in fact, 
never had arms in their hands only from Harper’s Ferry to this place— 
fought spleudidly and behaved like veterans. 

It is due to the memory of Lieut. Orrin B. Carpenter, Company D, 
who was killed in the early part of the engagement, to say that although 
suffering long from fever, and but just able to walk, and having been 
repeatedly urged for weeks before to go to hospital, invariably requested 
to remain with his company, and when the battle commenced was found 
in line with his men. He was shot through the heart by a rebel sharp- 
shooter while doing his duty, and now fills a patriot’s grave. Peace be 
to his ashes. 

Lieutenant Oldswager, Company M, but just promoted from the 
ranks three days before, was killed by a cannon ball when we advanced 
upon the crest. He was a noble and brave officer, and never flinched 
trom duty. 

Captain Howard was instantly killed by a cannon ball, the last shot 
that was fired from the rebel guns as we made the last advance near 
the Middletown and Strasburg pike, and when victory had crowned 
our efforts. He died as all brave soldiers die, with his face toward the 
enemy, and will long be remembered as one of America’s bravest sons. 

The corrected list of killed and wounded is as follows: Killed—ofii- 
cers, 3; enlisted men, 40; total, 43. Wounded—oflicers, 5; enlisted 
aa asia Ber ir, to k tfull our obedient servant 

or, sir, to be, very respectfu servant, 
dasee Metta eo BE gre ey Pa! ve SNYDER, 
Major, Commanding Ninth New York Artillery, 


Captain BRADSHAW, Ais 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Reports of Lieut. Col. Otho H. Binkley, One hundred and tenth Ohio In- 
fantry, of operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS 110TH OHIO VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp in the Field, Va., September 27, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: In obedience to orders from headquarters Second Bri- 
gade, Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, I have the honor to submit 
the following report of the part taken by the One hundred and tenth 
Regiment in the engagements of the Opequon ana Fisher’s Hill: 

On the 19th of September, at 2 a. m., by command of Col. J. Warren 
Keifer, commanding Second Brigade, the One hundred and tenth Reg- 
iment, under my command, broke camp at Clifton, and, with the bal- 
ance of the brigade, marched toward Winchester. After crossing the 
Opequon and arriving within two miles and a half of the latter place 
lines of battle were formed, the One hundred and tenth being the 
extreme right of the second line of the Second Brigade and connecting 
on its left with the One hundred and twenty-second Ohio Regiment. 
About two hours after we had formed the Nineteenth Corps came up 
and formed on prolongation on our right. About 12 m. the order was 
given to advance. We charged the enemy’s lines, driving them back 
until, by some means, the connection on our right was broken, and we, 
in turn, were compelled to fall back a short distance. At this juncture 
the First Division, which had been held in reserve, came up to our 
support. We then, by direction of Colonel Keifer, took a position 
under fire a little farther to the left, when I threw out a strong skir- 
mish line, under command of Captain Shellenberger, sufficient to cover 
the whole front of the brigade. Skirmishing was kept up for about 
two hours, when we were informed by General Sheridan, who came 
riding along our lines, that Averell’s cavalry had succeeded in turning 
the enemy’s left. We then charged with the balance of the line, com- 
pletely routing the enemy. My skirmishers passed through Win- 
chester, driving the enemy before them and then rejoined the regi- 
ment on Winchester Heights, with the loss of only oue man wounded. 
After dark we marched through Winchester and rested for the night 
near the city. In this engagement Captains Van Eaton and Trimble 
and Lieutenants Simes and Deeter were severely wounded; the latter 
has since died of his wounds; also 7 enlisted men killed and 438 
wounded. 

On the morning of the 20th we resumed our march and arrived near 
Strasburg, a distance of eighteen miles, in the afternoon, and found 
the enemy in strong position on Fisher’s Hill. In the afternoon of the 
21st the regiment, with the balance of the brigade, took a position 
about three miles to the right of Strasburg and during the night threw 
up breast-works. On the 22d, at about 12 m., the left wing of the regi- 
ment, under command of Major Spangler, was placed on the skirmish 
Jine. Skirmishing was kept up until about 2 o’clock, when the line 
made a charge and took the hill in front, which they held until even- 
ing, when a grand charge was made and the enemy driven at every 
point. They ran in wild confusion, leaving everything behind them, 
and were followed all night. 

Both officers and men behaved well, some of them performing deeds 
of valor seldom excelled. Lieut. Robert W. Wiley, of Company B, 
acting aide-de-camp to the colonel commanding, with William Wise 
and Khas A. Barr, of Company I, and O. A. Ashbrook, of Company I, 


Cuar. LV.] THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 259 


One hundrea and twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteers, captured one captain 
and twenty men at one time. The regiment captured four pieces of 
artillery. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. H. BINKLEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel 110th Ohio Volunteers. 


Lieut. JoHN A. Gump, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 8d Div., 6th Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS 110TH O10 VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp at Cedar Creek, Va., November 2, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders I have the honor to report the 
following part taken by the One hundred and tenth Regiment in the 
battle of Cedar Creek: 

Just before daylight on the 19th of October firing was heard along 
our picket-lines. By order of Colonel Keifer, the One hundred and 
tenth Regiment, with the balance of the brigade, was immediately put 
under arms and awaited orders. In about an hour’s time it was dis- 
covered that the enemy had succeeded in turning the left of the Eighth 
Corps, having taken it by surprise, aud that the whole line, together 
with that of the Nineteenth Corps, was rapidly giving way. The 
Sixth Corps was ordered up to check the advancing foe, the Second 
Brigade forming the right of the line and the One hundred and tenth 
Regiment forming the extreme right of the brigade. We advanced to 
a stone wall, near corps headquarters, where we were met by a severe 
fire from the front and from the left flank. The destructiveness of the 
fire and the falling back of the broken lines in our front caused us to 
fall back a short distance and become temporarily detached from the 
brigade. The enemy continued to advance and the regiment, with 
others, fell back slowly, making frequeit stands’ in order to check his 
advance as much as possible, until we reached a point.where a decisive 
stand could be made. We continued to move back in this manner for 
about a mile, when we rejoined the brigade and with it moved back to 
where the final stand was made. At about 5 p.m. the One hundred 
and tenth Regiment and a detachment of the One hundred and thirty- 
eighth Pennsylvania Regiment, under my command, were deployed 
as skirmishers and advanced toward the edge of the woods, in which 
the Third Division was then lying. About 5 o’clock I received 
orders to advance the skirmish line, which I did, the lines of battle 
in rear advancing at the same time. After advancing about 400 
yards the whole of both lines halted. Rapid firing was kept up 
for some time, when we again advanced across a corn-field, where the 
lines again halted and continued firing until the enemy gave way along 
the whole line. The One hundred and tenth, with the balance of the 
troops, followed the retreating and demoralized foe until we reached 
our old camp from which we had been driven in the morning. 

In the operations of the day the regiment lost 5 enlisted men 
killed and 27 wounded. 

During the early part of the engagement Capt. W. Devenney, while 
nobly discharging his duty, fell mortally wounded. Captain Shellen- 
berger was slightly wounded late in the day. 

Both officers and men behaved with marked coolness and bravery 
during the whole engagement. One of the enemy’s battle-flags fell into 
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the hands of a member of Company K, but was afterward given up to 
an officer of a New York regiment in the Nineteenth Corps who 
claimed to have the first right to it. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. H. BINKLEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel 110th Ohio Volunteers, Comdg. Regiment. 


Capt. J. J. BRADSHAW, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 8d Div., 6th Army Corps. 


No. 67. 


Report of Ool. William H. Ball, One hundred and twenty-second Ohio 
Infantry, of operations September 19-22. 


HEADQUARTERS 122D OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Harrisonburg, Va., September 27, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
part taken by my regiment in the late engagements at the Opequon 
and at Fisher’s Hill, the 19th and 22d instant: 

The One hundred and twenty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry marched 
from Clifton at 2 o’clock the morning of the 19th and formed in the sec- 
ond line, two miles and a half west of the Opequon, near the Berryville 
road, the One hundred and tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry on my right, 
the Ninth New York Heavy Artillery on my left. At noon the regi- 
ment, with the brigade, advanced upon the enemy, with the guide to the 
left. While advancing through the open woods our lines were shelled 
with great accuracy by two rebel batteries occupying positions to our 
left. In passing through the woods the One hundred and tenth Ohio 
became detached, leaving my regiment the right of the rear line of the 
brigade. A few moments after we came upon the open field in front, 
the rebel line broke, and both infantry and artillery were in full and 
speedy retreat toward Winchester. My regiment, in common with those 
in front and on my left, pressed after the retreating line. The troops 
on my right were checked and driven back by the enemy, posted in a 
wood hillnear my right. We moved on, passed that wood, crossed a deep 
ravine to a corn-field, where, there being no connection on my right, I 
posted fifty men to guard my flank; then I moved on, until finding a 
space of 600 yards unoccupied on my right, I halted the two regiments, 
and the rebels, shortly after, making some demonstrations at a third 
piece of woods, I changed front, by throwing back my right, so as to 
correspond with the rebel position. We had occupied this position but 
a Short time, when a column of troops, partly concealed by intervening 
corn, moved up from the rebel left bearing the U.S. flag, and took posi- 
tion at the skirt of the woods in front of my line. Immediately quick 
firing opened from that line, the discharges being apparently toward 
the rebel rear. No bullets came toward us, and no other troops were in 
front of that line. I immediately ordered the troops with me to 
advance to support that line, having no doubt it was composed of Fed- 
eral troops closely-engaged with the enemy. On advancing some fifty 
paces we received an active fire from that direction, but supposing it 
to be the fire of the enemy from beyond we continued to advance until 
I discovered the fire was directly from that line. Apprehending that a 
force was moying down the ravine to our right and rear, and that the 
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force in front was to detain us until cut off, and every regiment having 
disappeared from the front and left. [ ordered the regiment to retire to 
an elevation behind the ravine. With other troops, the regiment again 
advanced to the line from which we had retired, and there remained 
under fire of sharpshooters an hour or two; then advanced with the 
line (there being but one line) toward Winchester, and assisted in dis- 
persing the rebel army on the plain north of Winchester; then moved 
with the division to the heights of Winchester; thence to the town 
southward to bivouac. 

On the 20th marched to position near Strasburg. On the 21st moved 
with the corps to the right, and occupied a position between Fisher’s 
Hill and the mountain, where we intrenched. On the 22d, at noon, 
marched by the right flank half a mile, then to the front to a hill near 
the rebelline. The left wing of the regiment was detached for the skir- 
mish line under Lieutenant-Colonel Granger. Three additional detach- 
ments were sent to the skirmish line, embracing all the remaining line 
officers and enlisted men of my regiment. Skirmishing was sharp dur- 
ing the advance. When the rebel left was turned by General Crook, 
the regiment charged, with the brigade, upon the breast-works in our 
front; assisted in routing the enemy and chasing him till dark. 

My officers and men conducted themselves splendidly on both the 
19th and 22d. I beg leave to name Sergt. Daniel Shook, of Company 
G, as having exhibited distinguishing energy and courage in both 
engagements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. BALL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Lieutenant GuUMP, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 8d Div., 6th Army Corps. 


No. 68. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Moses M. Granger, One hundred and twenty-second 
Ohio Infantry, of operations October 19. 


TIBADQUARTERS 122) OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
November 7, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to transmit the following report of the 
operations of this regiment in the battle of Cedar Creek, on the 19th of 
October, 1864: 

I was aroused at daybreak on that morning by the sound of heavy 
musketry on the extreme left of the army, and at once ordered the regi- 
ment under arms; formed line, stacked arms, caused the men to pack 
their tents and knapsacks, and sent the regimental pack animals to the 
rear and the headquarters tents, &c., to the brigade wagons. By the 
time this was done Colonel Ball, who had succeeded to the command 
of the brigade, moved his command by the right flank several hundred 
yards in the direction of Middletown, and then, by order, returned to 
camp. By this time the enemy had succeeded in driving the portion of 
our forces engaged to the west side of the turnpike, and bullets began 
to fall on our ground, and but a few moments had passed when we were 
again marched by the right flank toward Middletown. When just 
beyond Sixth Corps headquarters the brigade halted and faced to the 
right, bringing the rear rank in front, the One hundred and twenty- 
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second being in the front line, with the One hundred and tenth on its 
right and the One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio on its left. Being 
ordered to take the hill near General Sheridan’s headquarters, the line 
moved forward and my regiment crossed the creek and began to ascend. 
the opposite slope. A part of the Nineteenth Corps passing to the rear 
in a mass struck the right of my regiment and the left of the One hun- 
dred and tenth at the white house near General Wright’s headquar- 
ters, and the brigade became divided in two parts. The order for the 
advance was countermanded and I recrossed the creek, and, following the 
direction taken by the One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio, formed on 
the right of that regiment in line with the First Brigade behind the 
crest of the hill north of headquarters Third Division, Sixth Corps, but 
immediately advanced to the crest of the hill, driving back the enemy, 
who had followed us closely. He fell back in haste and disorder across 
the ravine and beyond the opposite hill, leaving several prisoners in 
our hands. Retaining for a time the position thus gained, and having 
no enemy on our front, we directed our fire with some effect upon a 
column of rebels then marching through our camp-ground in the direc- 
tion of the extreme right. Meanwhile, another body of the enemy 
advanced on the left and appeared on a ridge to our left and rear. 
Observing the remainder of the Second Brigade in good line, several 
hundred yards to the right and a little to‘the rear of our then position, 
we faced about, and marching to the left oblique, passed through a 
heavy cross-fire, that occasioned many of the casualties hereinafter re- 
ported, and rejoined the brigade. The brigade then moved under orders 
and with steadiness to the rear and found a line formed along a lane 
and protected by hastily piled rails, and shortly before 9 a. m. took 
position on the left of this line in a wood. 

About 9.30 a.m. the whole line was marched near a mile to the rear, 
then to the right (that is, toward the turnpike), we being faced to the 
rear, forming a connection with the Second Division, Sixth Corps, and 
then to the front again, taking position about 10 a. m. about one mile 
and a quarter north of Middletown. Here the Sixth Maryland was on 
my left and the Ninth New York Heavy [Artillery] on my right. No fir- 
ing occurred on or from my line from about a quarter before 9 a. m. until 
the general advance in the afternoon. About 3.30 the line advanced, but 
the guide being to the left, before the extreme right was felt by the 
enemy he had detected our movement and we received a heavy fire of 
both musketry and shell from a force posted in a wood on our right. 
Under this fire a portion of the troops on the right belonging, I suppose, 
to the First Division were somewhat disordered, being most exposed to 
the cross-fire, and part of the Second Division, on our left, began to move 
rapidly to the rear. This caused first, hesitation; next, a retrograde 
movement of our line; but order was almost immediately restored and 
the advance resumed. The enemy endeavored to hold fast to a stone 
fence on our front about three-quarters of a mile north of Middletown, 
and succeeded in delaying us for from twenty to thirty minutes, but 
advantage being taken of a transverse fence and a sudden and very 
heavy fire opened on him from the front and partially from the flank he 
fled with precipitation, and notwithstanding several efforts to reform 
his lines under cover of the well-directed fire of a battery placed near 
Middletown he was carried steadily backward until night-fall found us 
on the bank of Cedar Creek with our foe fleeing in utter rout before our 
cavalry. Pursuant to orders, my regiment at once reoccupied its camp. 

A leave of absence for Capt. Gilbert H. Bargar had arrived on the 
evening of the 18th and was given him on the morning of the 19th 
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without my imagining he would leave the field, but he almost imme- 
diately, without my observing it, left his company and proceeded to 
Winchester. Before his leave expired an order honorably discharging 
him from the service on tender of his resignation was received, and I 
am unable to notice his conduct of the 19th ultimo save in this manner. 
With this exception, my officers and much the greater part of my men, 
both volunteers and drafted, behaved with gallantry, and well deserve 
their share of the thanks given by the President and the country for 
the glorious victory of that day. 

I regret that I must report the death on the field of First Lieut. 
Thomas Kilburn, a most faithful officer, and the dangerous wounding of 
Second Lieut. Edward R. Hilliard. Major Cornyn and Lieutenants 
Power and Blondin were struck, but continued on duty. 

The casualties of the regiment, as corrected to date, are: Killed and 
died of wounds—officers, 1; men, 3; total 4. Wounded—officers, 4; 
men, 31; total, 35. Missing—men, 6. Aggregate, 45. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MOSES M. GRANGER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. J. J. BRADSHAW, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade. 


Permit me to refer to two incidents, each of interest to my regiment. 
Private Leander McClurg, Company F, One hundred and twenty-second 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, was one of the first to cross the stone fence, 
where the enemy had attempted to check our advance, and captured a 
flag which a wounded rebel told him was the flag of the Forty-fourth 
(rebel) Virginia Regiment. McClurg continued to advance, bearing 
the color, but it was forced from him by an officer of our service whose 
name and regiment I have been unable to learn, the officer using 
threats and taking advantage of his rank. The colors of the One hun- 
dred and twenty-second Ohio Regiment were the first, except those of 
the Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, planted on the works 
thrown up by the Nineteenth Corps, and which had been captured by 
the enemy in the morning. 

Again, your obedient servant, 
MOSES M. GRANGER, 
Lieut. Col. 122d Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Comdg. Regiment. 


No. 69. 


Reports of Capt. George W. Hoge, One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio 
Infantry, of operations September 19-22 and October 19, 


HEADQUARTERS 126TH OHIO VOLUNTEERS, 
In the Field, September 26, 1504. 

Sir: In compliance with directions of this date from the headquar- 
ters of the brigade, I have respectfully to report the operations of my 
command at the late engagements at the Opequon and Fisher's Hill, as 
follows, to wit: 

The regiment entered into the battle of the 19th instant forming the 
extreme left of the first line of battle of the brigade. It advanced with 
the line over the open fields, charging upon that part of the enemy’s 
line in the ravine, a few rods east of ’s house, driving it in mueh 
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confusion and taking many prisoners. The advance was continued to 
a point a few rods beyond the house (the left of the regiment passing 
just to the right of it), where the line halted; after which it continued 
in the line and participated in the final and victorious advance in the 
evening, Lieut. Col. A. W. Ebriglit, in the early part of the action 
soon after the rebel line was broken, fell, killed by a musket-ball piere- 
ing his breast while gallantly leading his regiment; also Capt. Thomas 
J. Hyatt, ever conspicuous for his valor on the field, and Lieut. Rufus 
Ricksecker, bravely leading his company in his first battle, were killed 
near where the colonel fell. The strength of the regiment engaged was 
11 officers and about 270 enlisted men (30 of whom were skirmishers). 
The loss, 3 officers and 9 men killed, and 3 officers and 37 men wounded, 
and 2 men missing. 

On the 21st instant, in the vicinity of Fisher’s Hill, in the movement 
of the corps toward the right, under an order from the colonel com- 
manding the brigade, I moved the regiment rapidly forward to aid our 
skirmishers to drive back those of the enemy who were strongly posted 
behind rail defenses. On advancing through a wood the right of the 
line was suddenly met by a galling fire from the front and right, when 
a portion of the men (many of them inexperienced soldiers) commenced 
firing, upon which the line halted. The right of the line, resting on 
open ground, being much exposed and suffering terribly without the 
ability to inflict much loss on the enemy, temporarily gave way, but was 
easily rallied a short distance to the rear, and soon after, other troops 
coming up and extending the line to the right, we again advaneed and 
the enemy was driven from his position. The loss in this affair was 
4 enlisted men killed and 17 wounded. 

On the 22d instant the regiment formed the extreme left of the line 
of battle of the brigade in the advance of the division to the position 
it occupied near the enemy’s works at the time his left was turned. 
Soon after the attack by General Crook’s command was begun, that 
portion of the enemy in our front having commenced moving to the 
relief of that part of his forces engaged, to prevent the object I took 
forward a part of the regiment, by order of the colonel commanding 
the brigade, and made a feint of charging his works. This feint had 
the desired effect, for the rebels were soon seen hurriedly returning, 
some into their works, but more rushing panic-stricken to the rear. 
Soon after the regiment moved forward in the grand charge made by 
the division and did its part in winning the glorious victory of that 
day. The loss was 1 officer slightly wounded and 2 enlisted men killed 
and 8 wounded. 

In these actions the officers and men behaved well, and the drafted 
men (some fifty of whom had joined the regiment as late as the 2d 
instant) vied with the old soldiers in deeds of valor, and deserve great 
credit for the manner in which they acquitted themselves. ’ 

The command of the regiment devolved upon me on the death of 

Solonel Ebright. 

Accompanying this report, as directed, I forward a nominal list* of 
the casualties occurring in the foregoing engagements. The loss of so 
many brave men is deeply to be regretted. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. HOGE, 
Captain, 126th Ohio Volunteers, Commanding Regiment. 

Lieut. Jonn A. Gump, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brig., Third Div., Sixth Corps. 


“Embodied in tables, pp. 113, 121, 
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HEADQUARTERS 126TH OHIO VOLUNTEERS, 
November 3, 1864. 
CapTaIn: In obedience to instructions received from headquarters of 
the brigade, I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
tiiken by this regiment in the engagement of October 19 at this place: 
At about daylight, the HKighth and Nineteenth Corps having been 
attacked by the enemy, the regiment, less two commissioned ofticers 
and 100 men then on picket duty, was ordered under aris at once, 
and after some maneuvering in changing and rechanging the line 
was ordered to advance. Under this order we crossed the creek 
near our present camp, and having advanced but a few yards be- 
yond it, were ordered to fall back to the crest we had previously 
occupied. In this crossing and recrossing the stream, the regiment 
was thrown into considerable contusion, and order could not be re- 
stored until after passing the crest in our rear. Here the regiment 
engaged the advancing columns of the enemy, whose progress was 
sensibly checked at this point until the gradual falling back of our line 
to the point where a permanent stand was made by the corps. From 
this place the regiment moved with the brigade and division to the 
left and into the woods, resting about an hour, then moved in line of 
battle to the rear a short distance, then to the left, and again to the 
front. Having advanced in line a short distance, a line was estab- 
lished and strengthened by logs, rails, &e., behind which we lay until 
about 3.30 o’clock, when’ the line was ordered to advance upon the 
enemy. In this advance the regiment formed the extreme right of 
the brigade and was increased by the officers and about twenty men of 
the picket guard. After considerable resistance, the enemy suddenly 
and unaccountably gave way and retreated precipitately and in con- 
fusion over the ground they had gained by our temporary reverse, and 
were followed by our line in as quick time as possible to the works 
occupied by the Kiglhth Corps in the morning. It being now dark, we 
returned to the position we occupied at the commencement of the 
battle, and having collected the dead and wounded, friend and foe, in 
our vicinity, went quietly into camp. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. HOGE, 
Captain, 126th Ohio Volunteers, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. J. J. BRADSHAW, 
Actg, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdgrs. 2d Brig., 3d Div, bth A.C. 


Statement of casualties in the regiment in the engagement of Octo- 
ber 19, 1864: 

Killed—enlisted men, 4. Wounded—officers, 1; enlisted men, 14. 
Missing—enlisted nen. 4. Ageregate, 23. 


No. 70. 


Reports of Lieut. John I. Young, Sirty-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, 
of operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


HpgRS. SIXTY-SEVENTH REG?. PENNSYLVANIA VOLS., 
September 27, 1804. 
LIEUTENANT: In compliance with orders, dated headquarters Second 
Brigade, Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, September 26, 1864, call- 
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ing for a report of the part taken by the Sixty-seventh Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers in the late engagements at the Opequon and 
Fisher’s Hill, I have the honor to submit the following: 

The regiment broke camp about 2 a.m. September 19, 1864, near 
Berryville, Va., and taking up the line of march, left in front, in the 
column of the brigade, about an hour later, moved in the direction 
of Winchester, Va. After a steady march of about three hours it 
reached the Opequon Creek, which was crossed as rapidly as possible. 
A short delay ensued at this point, when the regiment again moved 
forward, and after marching about one mile and a half, formed line of 
battle on the right of the brigade in the first line, and threw out fifty 
men, in charge of Acting Lieutenant Clarke, as skirmishers. There 
were no troops at this time on the right of the regiment. Brisk skir- 
mishing began as soon as the line was formed, and the skirmish line 
advanced about 500 yards, driving the enemy before it. About 10 a.m. 
the Nineteenth Army Corps came up and formed line of: battle on the 
right some 300 or 400 yardsinthe rear. Nearly an hour elapsed before 
the skirmish line of that corps connected with the skirmishers in front 
of the regiment. Between 11 and 12 m. the line, guiding left, charged 
and drove the enemy about a mile, when it was discovered that the 
Nineteenth Army Corps no longer connected with the regiment on the 
right, but had separated from it, leaving an interval of about 5U0 yards, 
and that the enemy were taking advantage of the break in our line. 
The troops on the left of the Nineteenth Army Corps had already been 
flanked and were giving way in confusion. The regiment continued to 
advance, however, until the whole brigade began to fall back, when the 
order to march in retreat was given. I may mention that at the time 
the line began to fall back the regiment was within a few hundred yards 
ot a battery of the enemy, which they were endeavoring to draw away 
by hand, a part of which, at least, would undoubtedly have been cap- 
tured had it not been for the break in the line mentioned above. When 
the regiment attempted to fall back it was found impossible to do so 
in any other way than to the left, along the line, as the enemy had an 
enfilading fire on the line and were almost in its rear. The regiment 
fell back to the Winchester and Berryville turnpike, where it was rallied, 
and again advanced to within easy range of the enemy’s line where it 
was halted over an hour. About 4 or 5 p. m. skirmishers were again 
thrown forward and another advance was made. With the exception of 
a brief halt on the edge of the plain near Winchester, the regiment 
advanced steadily with the line from the point last mentioned until 
it reached the heights at Winchester; it then rested for a short time, 
when it moved by the flank through the town of Winchester and 
bivouacked for the night about two miles south of that place. During 
this engagement the regiment lost 9 killed, 28 wounded, and 4 missing. 

Ou the 20th instant the regiment again resumed the march in the 
column of the brigade and reached Strasburg the same day. About 
1p. m. on the 21stinstant, the regiment again took up the line of march 
aud moved toward the left of the enemy’s lines at Fisher’s Hill. Owing 
to the resistance made by the enemy it did not reach the point where 
it halted during the night until between 9 and10 p.m. A portion of 
the night and of the morning following were consumed in erecting 
breast-works. On the morning of the 22d instant, about 11 o'clock, 
the regiment formed line of battle, with the One hundred and tenth 
Ohio Volunteers on the right and the One hundred and thirty-eighth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers on the left, and advanced to and occupied a 
hill within a few hundred yards of the enemy’s line of works. It 
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remained at this point under the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters 
until about 6 p.m. A charge was then made upon the enemy, who fled 
in great confusion from their works. Ina fort on the line of the enemy’s 
works, which the regiment was among the first to reach, was captured 
a cannon, and a little farther on some twelve or fifteen prisoners, in- 
eluding a colonel. The pursuit was continued with the greatest vigor 
until night, which closed the contest, found the colors of the regi- 
ment planted on the turnpike leading from Winchester to Staunton. 
The regiment lost but seven men wounded during this day’s engage- 
ment. ort 
I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN F. YOUNG, 
First Lieut. and Adjt., Comdg. 67th Regiment Pennsylvania Vols. 


Lieut. JoHN A. GuMP, 
Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 3d Div., 6th Army Corps. 


HDQRS. SIXTY-SEVENTH REG. PENNSYLVANIA VOLS., 
November 25, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following, in compliance 
with circular dated headquarters Second Brigade, Third Division, Sixth 
Army Corps, November —, 1864, calling for a report of the part taken 
by my command in the battle of Cedar Creek, Va., on the 19th day of 
October, 1864: 

The regimenton that day was encamped on a ridge near Cedar Creek, 
Va., and connected with the One hundred and thirty-eighth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers on the right and a regiment of the Nineteenth Army 
Corps on the left. About daylight a heavy discharge of musketry was 
heard in the direction of that part of the line held by the Eighth Army 
Corps—the left. The regiment was immediately placed under arms, 
Orders to that effect were received soon after, and were followed by 
orders to pack up, the firing in the meantime continuing, only much 
nearer than when first heard and farther to the rear on the left flank of 
ourlines. A dense fog prevailed, which lasted from daylight until about 
10 a. m., rendering it impossible to see farther than a couple of hundred 
yards. About 6 a. m. the regiment, in pursuance of orders, moved by 
the right flank, following the One hundred and thirty-eighth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers several hundred yards in the direction from which 
the firing proceeded, when it was ordered to right-about and return 
double quick to the ground originally occupied. This order had hardly 
been complied with when orders were again received to move in the 
same direction, as on the occasion first mentioned. After reaching a 
point several hundred yards in the rear of the house occupied by Gen- 
eral Sheridan as his headquarters line of battle was formed, with the 
One hundred and thirty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers on the right. 
It may be mentioned here that but little over one-half the regiment 
was present, a picket detail of 100 men, with the proper number of offi- 
cers, having been taken from it the day before, which had not yet 
been relieved. At this time the enemy was advancing in our front and 
on the left flank. The line of battle just alluded to had searcely been 
formed when the troops immediately in front fell back through our 
ranks in considerable confusion, closely followed by the enemy. The 
regiment, however, maintained its line, though not without losing some 
men, who were carried back with the crowd which kept pouring to the 
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rear, and shortly afterward, about 9 a. m., made an advance of about 200 
yards beyond a ditch, from which it drove the enemy, capturing fourteen 
prisoners. It remained at this point about twenty minutes, when, find- 
ing itself unsupported either on the right or left, and that the enemy was 
rapidly turning the left flank of the army, it was obliged to fall back. 
From this time until the line was reformed on a road about a mile in 
the rear of where it was originally formed the regiment fell back slowly, 
rallying and firing as often as an attempt by any part of the line was 
made to do so. The ground over which it fought was undulating in 
its character and entirely free from timber. It was about 12 m. when 
the line was reformed as just mentioned. The regiment joined the 
——— Ohio on the right and the Sixth Maryland Volunteers on the 
left. Following the Sixth Maryland, it moved by the left flank about 
half a mile in the direction of the Winchester turnpike, when it halted 
in a piece of woodland and threw up temporary breast-works. It 
remained at this point about half an hour, when the whole brigade 
moved about three-quarters of a mile to the rear and took up another 
position. But a few minutes elapsed until the brigade was again in 
motion, and, moying by the left flank, it proceeded to a run within 200 
or 300 yards of the Winchester turnpike. Line was then formed and 
an advance made of about one mile. At this point,where the line halted, 
breast works of logs and rails were hastily constructed, after which 
the troops enjoyed a rest of about two hours. About 3 p.m. a general 
advance began. By this time a large portion of the picket detail men- 
tioned above had succeeded, after much difficulty, in joining the regi- 
ment. In the advance which then ensued half a mile, perhaps, had 
been passed over when the line was met by a heavy fire of musketry 
from the enemy, who was posted behind a breast-work of rails on the 
edge of the woods through which we were advancing. The fire was 
returned with great spirit, and the line was still moving forward when 
some troops on the left of the brigade (belonging, I believe, to the 
Eighth Army Corps) gave way in confusion, which led to the belief that 
our line was flanked, and caused it to fall back to the breast-works 
from which we started. The line was immediately reformed and the 
advance renewed; the enemy was driven fron: the position which he 
held, and the line took up a position behind a stone fence a short dis- 
tance beyond. Herea halt of abouthalf an hour occurred, during which 
time a brisk fire was kept up, which, as was subsequently discovered, 
inflicted upon the enemy a severe loss. At the expiration of the time 
named the line again moved forward, charging and driving the eneiny 
in confusion from every position he attempted to hold, until it reached 
the works which the Nineteenth Army Corps had been compelled to 
abandon in the morning. The regiment in this advance kept to the right 
of Middletown until it had passed that place about 300 yards, when it 
crossed over to left side of the turnpike. Before reaching the ground 
occupied by our troops in the morning it recrossed the pike, and as the 
cavalry had already taken up the pursuit of the flying enemy and night 
was at hand, it planted its colors on the breast-works last above named 
in advance of all others, and awaited orders. The loss of the regiment 
in this day’s battle was 3 killed, 26 wounded, and 1 missing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

e : JOHN F. YOUNG, 
Lirst Lieut, and Adjt., Comdg. Siaty-seventh Pennsylvania Vols. 
Capt. J. T. RoRER, 
Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 83d Div., 6th A riny Corps. 
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Now. 


Reports of Maj. Lewis A. May, One hundred and thirty-eighth Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry, of operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS 138TH PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
September 27, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: In compliance with orders received, I have the honor 
to report the following operations of this command in the engagements 
at the Opequon and Fisher’s Hill: 

At 2 a. m. 19th instant we broke camp at Clifton and marched to the 
Winchester turnpike, thence toward the Opequon, which we crossed 
shortly after daylight, and formed in line of battle within two miles 
and a half of Winchester. This regiment constituted a portion 
of the first line of the brigade, and when the advance was ordered 
moved promptly forward, in connection with the Sixth Maryland and 
Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania regiments, on our right and left. When 
the lines of the corps fell back after the first charge the order of battle 
was preserved as well as could be, although some confusion existed. 
The troops were rallied,and when the grand advance was made we 
moved forward under a terrible fire of artillery and musketry, driving 
the rebels before us, inflicting and suffering severe losses. We shared 
in the pursuit until darkness ensued, and bivouacked for the night in 
the outskirts of Winchester. During the engagement Colonel McClen- 
nan, commanding the regiment on foot, became exhausted from the 
effects of overexertion and a late sickness, and was compelled to 
relinquish the command to me, which I atonce assumed. The behavior 
of both officers and men was highly creditable. Capts.J.S. Stuckey, 
James H. Walter, J. W. Feight, and Lieut. J. P. Iredell fell severely 
wounded in the engagement while in the gallant and prompt perform- 
ance of their duties. Our loss was—killed, 3; wounded, 4 officers and 
37* men; missing, 3. 

On the 20th the command marched to near Strasburg, and on the 
21st this division moved to the extreme right, where, after considerable 
skirmishing, a position was taken and fortified. On the 22d instant, 
about noon, we moved from our works to the right and advanced up a 
gully or ravine toward the rebel left, where we lay in front of a strong 
earth-work until about 5 p.m., when a charge was ordered and made 
simultaneously with a movement by the Eighth Corps, which turned 
the enemy’s left flank and resulted in his utter rout, the capture of 
artillery, prisoners, ammunition, small-arms, &c., and another glorious 
victory for Sheridan’s army, with but trifling loss. Our regiment bore 
an honorable part in this battle. Its colors reached the rebel works 
third in order, and. about seventy-five prisoners were taken and 
accredited to it; many others, however, were passed by and tell into 
the hands of other troops, as the men were more anxious to follow up 
the pursuit of the flying enemy than to tarry with captures. 

I can recommend the ofticers and men of the entire regiment engaged 
for general good conduct, but would not attempt to single out individual 
cases of bravery, for all participated with good will and determination. 

Our losses at Fisher’s Hill were 1 killed and 3 wounded. 


Very respectfull our obedient servant 
a ae Be LEWIS A. MAY, 


Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieut. J. A. GUMP, feliin, 
Actg, Asst, Adjt, Gen., 2d Brig., 3d Div., 6th Army Corps. 


*Bnt aes revised fable, p, 118, 
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HEADQUARTERS 138TH PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
November 22, 1864. 


CapTatn: I have the honor to report the following operations of my 
command on the 19th day of October, 1864, at the battle of Cedar 
Creek, Va.: 

While the troops were sleeping that memorable morning, and just 
before daylight, the enemy attacked the extreme left of our lines and 
became heavily engaged with Crook’s command on the front and flank. 
The sound of cannon and musketry soon brought all hands to their 
posts, and in obedience to orders immediately-afterward received from 
brigade headquarters the men were formed into line and arms stacked, 
in readiness for any emergency; shortly after tents were struck and 
everything packed up by orders from the same authority. The regi- 
ment, after marching and countermarching with the division, finally 
got a position, with the Ninth New York Artillery on the right and the 
One hundred and eighty-fourth New York Infantry on the left. The 
stragglers and scattered remnants of Crook’s and some of Emory’s com- 
mands now came rushing through our lines, and the rebels became 
numerous in our front. The engagement with our lines opened sharply 
and an advance was made for a short distance, but the withdrawal of 
other portions of the line made it necessary for us to do likewise. 
About 9 o’clock the whole line retired a distance of some three-quarters 
of a mile, when a respectable line was established behind a stone wall. 
We remained there about an hour when the entire line fell back about 
a inile, just beyond Middletown. An advance was made a'short distance 
and a new and tolerably strong line formed in a woods to the northwest 
of the town. Rail and other temporary works were thrown up by the 
troops, and this regiment, with the One hundred and tenth Ohio, was 
placed upon the picket-line, commanded by Lieut. Col. O. H. Binkley. 
The firing on the skirmish line was kept up briskly, with a few casual- 
ties as a consequence in my regiment. About3 p.m. our lines advanced 
and after the skirmish line had been passed both regiments were 
ordered to join the advancing column, which they did as speedily as 
possible. Our lines suffered a temporary check and we remained in 
one position about half an hour, when another general advance was 
made and the rebels were driven in confusion from our front. The 
pursuit was kept up until our old camping-grounds were reached, and 
afterward by the cavalry with glorious results. 

My regiment sustained the following casualties in the day’s engage- 
ment: Commissioned officers wounded, 4; enlisted men killed, 2; en- 
listed men wounded, 36; total, 42. 

First Lieut. J. A. Gump, acting assistant adjutant-general on the 
staff of the brigade commander, and Lieut. Samuel W. Cloward, Com- 
pany ©, were seriously wounded and have since died from their injuries. 

oth these officers are much Jamented and their memory will be 
respected by the entire regiment. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS A. MAY, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. J.T. RorRER, 
Acty, Asst, Adjt. Gen, 2d Brig., 8d Div., 6th Army Corps. 


Cuap, LV.] THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. Del 


No. 72. 


Report of Col. Charles H. Tompkins, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, 
commanding Artillery Brigade, of operations September 19-22. 


Hbers. ARTILLERY BRIGADE, StxrH ARMY CorRPs, 
September 27, 1864. 


MAgsor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by this command in the engagements at the Opequon and at 
Fisher’s Hill: 

AS soon as the lines were established, First New York Independent 
Battery, First Lieut. W. H. Johnson commanding, was placed in posi- 
tion on the right of the pike, near the right of the corps line, and Fifth 
Maine, Capt. G. T. Stevens, on the left of First New York Battery; M, 
Fifth U.S, Artillery, Capt. James McKnight, and ©, First Rhode Island 
Light Artillery, First Lieut.J.H. Lambcommanding, were sent across the 
ravine and placed in position—M, Fifth United States, on extreme left 
of corps line, and ©, First Rhode Island, in corn-field, a short distance to 
the right of M, Fifth United States. In this position, on the first ad- 
vance of the lines, these four batteries opened fire on the enemy’s bat- 
teries and infantry. As the lines were advanced these batteries were 
ordered forward, the two on the left directly to the front, while First 
New York Independent and Fifth Maine went on the right of the pike 
some 600 yards to the front and took position, the First New York to 
fire directly to the front and the Vifth Maine to fire to the right, to 
silence a battery of the enemy in front of the Nineteenth Army Corps. 
In this position the batteries on the right met the charge of the enemy. 
When the Nineteenth Army Corps was repulsed and the enemy had 
passed the right flank of the First New York J ordered its withdrawal 
to the ridge, about 100 yards in rear and on the left of the Fifth Maine. 
To the front and right of this position the enemy was checked, the 
Fifth Maine enfilading his line with canister, and finally was driven to 
the cover of the woods. A, Massachusetts Artillery, Capt. W. H. 
McCartney, and G, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, Capt. G. W. 
Adams, were then placed in position on left of pike opposite First New 
York and Fifth Maine. From this position of the batteries the enemy’s 
infantry received a heavy fire from the 12-pounder batteries, while the 
rifled guns were turned on his batteries in the direction of Winchester. 
At the time the line was advanced, at 4 p. m., Fifth Maine, First New 
York, A, Massachusetts, and G, First Rhode Island, were moved up 
the pike. A, Massachusetts, was placed in position on left of pike and 
engaged a battery of the enemy at 800 yards, and with G, First Rhode 
Island, drove it from the position, which enabled it to enfilade the lines of 
the Second Division. In this the enemy’s battery lost two limbers 
broken, eight horses killed, and several men. At this time First New 
York was put in battery on right of G, First Rhode Island, and all 
opened on the enemy’s infantry and then on his battery as soon as it 
developed its second position. The Fitth Maine was then moved up 
the pike with the infantry to the left of brick house between Virst and 
Third Brigades, Second Division, and opened, firing at the enemy’s 
lines in front of and to the right of Winchester. As the lines advanced 
A, Massachusetts, took pesition on left of the brick house, left of the 
pike, on ground just left by the enemy, and there opened fire to the left 
of Winchester; G, First Rhode Island, was sent to the line of First 
Division on right of pike. The enemy still falling rapidly behind Win- 
chester, the remaining batteries were brought up. A, Massachusetts 
Artillery, G and ©, First Rhode Island Artillery, were again advanced 
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and opening on the enemy’s battery on the crest beyond Winchester, 
on the Strasburg pike, drove it from its position; the rest of the bat- 
teries were held in reserve. This was the last position of the batteries, 
and near it the brigade went into camp for the night. 

I cannot speak in two high terms of the conduct of the officers and 
men of the command. Particular mention should be made of Capt. G. 
T. Stevens, commanding Fifth Maine Battery, and of. First Lieut. 
W.H. Johuson, commanding First New York Independent Battery, for 
the gallant manner in which they handled their batteries when charged 
on by the enemy, at which time Lieutenant Johnson was severely 
wounded. Capt. W. H. McCartney, commanding A, Massachusetts 
Artillery, worked his battery, as usual, magnificently. 

I have the honor to submit the following as the statement of loss in 
wounded and killed, expenditure of ammunition, and loss in horses and 
material: Wounded, First Lieut; W. H. Johnson, commanding First 
New York Independent, and 16 enlisted men; expenditure, 2,508 rounds 
of ammunition of all kinds; wheel, broken by shot, 1 (ifth Maine); 
sponge staves, 2; axle, 1 (C, First Rhode Island). 

In the engagement at Fisher’s Hill, on the 21st, A, Massachusetts 
Artillery, Capt. W. H. McCartney, was placed in position in front of 
First Division to operate on the enemy’s line, and expended fifty- 
five rounds of ammunition. 

On the 22d, early in the morning, G, First Rhode Island Artillery, 
Capt. G. W. Adams, was placed on the line near the right of Second 
Division, and opened on the enemy and covered the advance of the 
Third Division. When the Third Division moved out, the First New 
York and Fifth Maine occupied their works. At 1p. m., from the left 
of First Division line, A, Massachusetts Artillery, engaged a battery of 
the enemy with good effect. Later in the afternoon A, Massachusetts 
Artillery, from an advanced position, again engaged the enemy’s bat- 
teries in front of First Division; and when the lines advanced, G, 
First Rhode Island, C, First Rhode Island, and First New York were 
advanced to the front of the works, and shelled the enemy in their 
works, and engaged the enemy in front and to the left. At4 p.m. a 
section of C, First Rhode Island, was sent to the center of the line, and 
opened fire from that position. 

[have the honor to submit the following statement of losses and 
expenditures 21st and 22d instant: Wounded, 1 enlisted man; ex- 
penditure, 761 rounds of..ammunition. 

Recapitulation: Wounded—First Lieut. W. H. Johnson, First 
New York Independent Battery (19th); enlisted men, 16 on 19th, 1 
on 22d; total, 17, Horses killed, 8; wheel, broken by shot, 1; sponge 
Staves, 2; axle, 1; ammunition of all kinds, 3,269 rounds. 

To the following-named officers of my staff I am expressly indebted 
for valuable assistance, and would respectfully recommend them to the 
major-general commanding for promotion for gallant and meritorious 
conduct in both engagements: First Lieut. EK. N. Whittier, acting 
assistant adjutant-general, Fifth Maine Battery; First Lieut. J. K. 
Bucklyn, acting aide-de-camp, First Rhode Island Light Artillery. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the reports of the several bat- 
tery commanders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. H. TOMPKINS, 
Colonel, Commanding, 
Maj, C. A. WHITTIER, ; 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Sixth Army Corps, 
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Report of Capt. Greenleaf T. Stevens, Fifth Maine Battery, of operations 
September 19 and 22. 


HEADQUARTERS FirrH BATTERY MAINE VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 

Report of the part performed by the Fifth Battery Maine Volunteers 
at the battle of Winchester, September 19, and the battle of Strasburg, 
September 22, 1564: 

On the 19th the battery was first ordered into position near the right, 
of the First Division, Sixth Corps, one section being placed on the 
right, the other on the left of the Berryville and Winchester pike. 
When our lines advanced the battery opened with solid shot, expend- 
ing twelve or fifteen rounds. The battery was then moved to the front 
some 400 yards, and went into position on the right of the pike. At 
this point the battery was the most hotly-engaged for the day, playing 
mostly upon the énemy’s infantry in front of the left of the Nineteenth 
Corps. The next, or third position, was some 300 yards in front of the 
Jast mentioned. From this position the battery was moved by direction 
of Col. C. H. Tompkins up the pike toward Winchester, some 1,000 or 
1,200 yards, and went into position on the right of the pike near a 
brick house. The next position where the battery was engaged was on 
the plain, within 1,200 or 1,400 yards of Winchester. More ammuni- 
tion was expended in the second position than all the rest combined. 
The losses and expenditures were as follows: Wounded, men,6. Ammu- 
nition—shot, 283; shell, 66; case, 220; canister, 39; total,608. Material— 
wheel, 1; handspike, 1; worm and staff, 1. 

At Strasburg, September 22, the battery was in position, but not 
engaged, there being no position near where the light 12-pounder gun 
could be effectually used. On the evening of the 22d the battery took 
from the battle-field 3 guns of the enemy, 2 limbers, 4 horses, 4 sets of 
harness, together with 30 rounds of ammunition. 

Most respectfully submitted. 

G. T. STEVENS, 


Captain, Commanding Fifth Battery Maine Volunteers. 
Lieut. E. N. WHITTIER, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Artillery Brigade, Sixth Corps. 


Report of Capt. William H. McCartney, First Massachusetts Battery, 
of operations September 19-22. 


Camp BATTERY A, MASSACHUSETTS ARTILLERY, 
Near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 

Srr: I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper- 
ations of this battery during the late movement from camp near Berry- 
ville to this place: 

On the morning of the 19th of September this battery moved to a 
position about three miles from Winchester, near the Opequon Creek, 
in support of the First Division of this corps, where it was engaged 
for a short time. During the day the battery changed position four 
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times, following up the infantry line as it advanced, being engaged 
considerably in each position, the last position being on the left and 
south of Winchester. Nothing of particular note occurred daring the 
day’s engagement, except at the time of the advance, at about 4 p. m., 
of the Second Division of this corps. As that division advanced a 
smooth-bore battery of the enemy opened an enfilading fire on the left 
flank of the division, doing considerable damage. This battery then 
took a position on the left of the turnpike leading into Winchester, at 
about 800 yards from the enemy’s battery. This battery had been 
engaged in this Jast-mentioned position but a few minutes, and had 
expended about seventy-five rounds of solid shot, when the enemy with- 
drew bis battery to a crest farther to his rear. The next morning it was 
ascertained that the enemy’s battery Jost, in the position where this 
battery engaged it, two limbers “ smashed up,” eight horses, and several 
men. This battery suffered no loss of men during the engagement 
of the 19th instant, and but two horses, and expended 262 rounds of 
ammunition, as follows: solid shot, 102; shell, 10; case-shot, 150. 

On the 20th instant the battery marched to Strasburg, and was not 
engaged during that day. On the 21st instant this battery was put in 
position on the right of this corps; operated principally on the enemy’s 
skirmish line, expending 57 rounds of ammunition, as follows: solid shot, 
25; case-shot, 32; and suffered no loss of men or horses. 

On the 22d this battery was in position twice; the first time at about 
1 o'clock, when it took a position on the left of the First Division of 
this corps, and was engaged with a battery of the enemy; it was sup- 
posed with success, as the enemy’s. battery ceased firing while this 
battery was operating on it. In the afternoon, at the time of the gen- 
eral advance of our lines, this battery took a position in rear of Second 
Division of this corps, on a crest, from which was obtained an enfilad- 
ing fire on a rifle-pit and battery of the enemy. I am informed that 
this battery did good service in this last-mentioned position. The 
battery lost during the engagement of the 22d instant—one sergeant, 
T. F. Longley, wounded in the forehead by a fragment of case-shot; 
no horses; and expended 188 rounds of ammunition, as follows: solid 
shot, 82; case-shot, 85; shell, 21; and have not been engaged since. 

T am, sir, with respect, 
W. H. McCARTNEY, 
Captain, Commanding. 
Lieut. E. N. WHITTIER, 
Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Artiliery Brigade, Sixth Corps. 


No. 75. 


Reports of Lieut. Orsamus R. Van Etten, First New York Battery, of 
operations September 19-October 19. 


JAMP First New YORK INDEPENDENT BATTERY, 
October 18, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that the First New York Independ- 
ent Battery left camp September 19 at 2 a.m., under command of 
Lieut. W. H. Johnson; marched toward Winchester at 7 a. m.; halted 
ia ravine for an hour; was then ordered into position about one mile 
from theenemy. We were shelled pretty sharply for about an hour, and 
we shelled the enemy in return as well as we could. About 9a. m. the 
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infantry advanced, and we advanced with them some 1,200 yards; came 
into position within close range of the enemy under asharp fire. While 
coming Into position Lieutenant Johnson was shot through the leg, and | 
took command of the battery. I held the battery in this position as long 
as the infantry held their line in my front, and when they fell back I fell 
back with them, drawing the pieces by hand until the rise of ground 
was some protection to us, then limbered up. Moved to the rear some 
~00 yards, and took position on the rise of ground just in rear of the 
infantry line, my horses being sheltered somewhat by this rise of 
ground. There i did as much destruction to the advancing enemy as 
L could with the pieces, one having been disabled by the breaking of 
an axle from therecoil of the gun, and had been sent to the rear. The 
suecesstul charge being made, we enjoyed an houwi’s rest; was then 
ordered to be ready to follow up another attack that was soon to be 
made. As the troops advanced we moved forward to the same posi- 
tion we had fallen back from. Did not fire any from this point, as I 
yas afraid of firing on our own men. Was scon ordered to move up 
the pike toward Winchester about 1,200 yards; came in position 
under a heavy fire; I replied as well as I could; was ordered to con- 
tinue firing at this point until the enemy ceased firing; then moved on 
toward Winchester. We halted one mile frem town, and about dark 
were ordered into park for the night, half a iile from town, having 
had 6 men wounded, 2 horses killed aud 2 wounded, and expended 585 
rounds of fixed ammunition—195 percussion, 260 case, 120 time. 
September 20, moved at 5 a.m. toward Strasburg, fifteen miles, and 
camped. September 21, ordered to be harnesved at 5 a. m.; unhar- 
nessed at 7 a.m. September 22, ordered to be harnessed at daylight; 
moved at 6 a.m. two miles; halted two hours; then moved on a little 
farther and went into position; fired five shots from this point, then 
moved still nearer the enemy and opened fire. After holding this posi- 
tion a short time I moved out and took position on the right of all the 
Sixth Corps batteries. From this point I fired by sections; did not 
receive much shelling in return. Night-closed the scene, having ex- 
pended 105 rounds fixed ainmunition—46 percussion, 41 case, 18 time. 
No men or horses killed or wounded. {i waited one hour for orders, 
then moved all night toward Woodstock. At 4 a.m. halted one hour, 
then moved through Woodstock and halted for breakfast; fed and drew 
rations, after which we moved on some four miles and parked for the 
night. September 24, orders to move at 6. Moved through Mount 
Jackson and halted until 1 p.m., when I was ordered to follow the 
skirmish line in advance. I pushed on as fast as possible until near 
New Market, when I turned to the right to take a position 250 yards 
trom the pike, firing a few rounds at the retreating enemy. Iwas then 
ordered to report to Captain Taft, of the Nineteenth Corps, with one 
section, and we followed on after the enemy from one rise of ground to 
another, coming in position four times and firing a few shot each time. 
The other section moved along the pike until the last position, then 
joined the section engaged and came in position with Ite Nie lit brought 
an end to our advance, having followed the enemy some eight miles, 
1 then rejoined the Sixth Corps and camped for the night, having 
expended 180 rounds fixed ammunition—60 percussion, 68 case, and 52 
time—and losing 2 horses. September 25, got orders at 6 a, m, to move 
at once; moved to near Harrisonburg and camped. September 26 and 
27, no move. September 28, orders to move at 5 a. m.; move to Mount 
Crawford, some ten miles, and camp. September 30, orders at 12 m. to 
be ready to move; move back to Harrisonburg and take our old camp. 
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October 1,20 movement. October 2, orders at 3 p.m. to harness; at8 
p. m. to unharness; received 315 rounds fixed ammunition. October 4 
and 5, noorders. October 6, ordered to move at 5.30 a.m.; moved beyond 
New Market and camped for the night. October 7, order to move at 
7 a.m.; moved to Woodstoek and camped. October 8, orders to move 
at 7.30 a.m.; move to Strasburg and camp. October 9, ordered to be 
harnessed at daylight; move through: Strasburg at 12 m. and camp. 
October 10, get orders at 7a. mm. to move at once; report to General 
Wheaton, First Division; move through Middletown, and bear to the 
right, and camp near Front Royal for the night. October 11, at 12 m. 
get orders to report to General Bidwell; cross the river and camp near 
the town; broke a trail plate while crossing. October 12, donot move; 
have the trail mended. October 13, got orders during the night to 
move at4a.m.; join the corps at 6a. m.; then move toward Winchester 
some five miles; then bear to the right, pass through Millwood about 
one mile, when we were ordered to turn around and camp near Mill- 
wood. October 14, got orders at 2.a.m. to move at once; march to 
Newtown and breakfast and feed, thence through Middletown and 
camped. Since then we have been in the same camp, having harnessed 
two mornings at daylight. 

1 am, sir, your very obedient servant, 
O. R. VAN ETTEN, 
First Lieutenant, Comdq. First New York Independent Battery. 


[Lieut. KE. N. WHITTIER, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Artillery Brigade, Sixth Corps.| 


CAMP FiIRSt NEW YORK INDEPENDENT BATTERY, 
October 22, 1864, 

Sir: 1 have the honor to report_that Iwas awakened the morning of 
the 19th of October, 1864, by musketry; was soon ordered to harness; 
waited for orders; soon sent my forge, battery wagons, and baggage 
wagons to the rear; sent the caissons back as soon as I thought best. 
About five minutes after was ordered in position about 200 yards from 
camp; had scarcely got in position before I was ordered back to the 
next rise of ground, as the infantry were falling back. Just got lim- 
bered when the infantry rallied and I unlimbered and commenced firing 
as rapidly as possible. I held this position until the infantry fell back, 
then fell back with them, having one piece disabled with a broken axle; 
another in such a condition as to have to be drawn by hand, pole being 
broken from fall of horses. My loss at this point was 1 officer and 
6 men killed, 16 wounded, and 10 horses killed. I moved to the rear 
about one mile, and got one section in fighting order as soon as I 
could and sent it back to the front. Before I reached a position was 
ordered back to get the battery together. Not knowing where my cais- 
sons had gone, I left the pieces in charge of Lieutenant Hiser and 
went to find them. After riding some time found them nearer the front 
than I expected. I took horses enough to move the pieces, and about 
the time I reached the pieces I was ordered to get the battery near the 
pike all together in park. I soon got the pieces ready for action and 
moved along the pike to within one mile of Middletown, and waited for 
orders about two hours. Was then ordered forward and to the right; 
went in position 1,400 yards from Middletown. I fired from this point 
until our men advanced, then was ordered forward; moved to the top 
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of the crest from Cedar Creek; was then ordered back to the camp we 
had left in the morning, having expended 55 time-shell, 45 case-shot, 39 
percussion-shell, 15 combination; 1 officer and 5 men killed and 17 
wounded; 12 horses killed and 6 disabled. 

I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

O. R. VAN ETTEN, 
First Lieutenant, Comdg. First New York Independent Battery. 
Lieut. E. N. WHITTIER, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Artillery Brigade, Sixth Corps. 


No. 76. 


Report of Lieut. Jacob H. Lamb, Battery O, First Rhode Light Artil- 
lery, of operations September 19 and 22. 


Hpgrs. BATTERY ©, 18ST RHODE ISLAND LIGHT ARTILLERY, 
September 26, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to report the operations of my command in the 
recent engagements at the Opequon and Fisher’s Hill. 

September 19, wentinto position at 10,30 a. m., and commenced firing 
at the enemy’s batteries at 1,200 yards distance, the enemy being driven 
from position. We followed them up and weut into position three sepa- 
rate times, and firing each time. We ceased firing at4 p.m. The cas- 
ualties are as follows: Wounded—Sergt. Thomas Buckley, slightly in 
the breast; Corpl. N. W. Lawton, severely in both legs; Private Adilard 
Sodoin, severely in arm; Private George Barley, slightly in hand. Three 
horses killed; 1 axle-tree broken; 1 sponge stave destroyed. Fired 378 
rounds. 

September 22, at Fisher’s Hill, went into position at 2.30 p. m., and 
commenced firing on the enemy’s batteries, which were shelling our 
advancing infantry. At4p.m. the right section, under command of 
Lieutenant Rich, was withdrawn and sent to the center of the line, 
under command of General Getty, commanding Second Division, Sixth 
Corps. Fired during the day 196 rounds of ammunition, and lost one 
tube pouch. No casualties to report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. LAMB, 
First Lieut., First Rhode Island Light Arty., Comdg. Battery C. 
Lieut. E. N. WHITTIER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 77. 
Report of Capt. George W. Adams, Battery G, First Rhode Island 
Light Artillery, of operations September 19-24, 
CAMP oF BATTERY G, First RHODE ISLAND LIGHT ARTY., 
September 26, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to. report that at the battles of the 
Opequon and Fisher’s Hill my battery was engaged; also during the 
forward movement of the 24th instant I engaged the enemy. I have 
the honor to report, ammunition expended, 680 rounds; loss in horses, 1. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. ADAMS, 
Oapt., First Rhode Island Light Artillery, Comdg. Company G. 
First Lieut. E. N. WHITTIER, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Artillery Brigude, Sixth Corps. 
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Reports of Capt. James McKnight, Buttery M, Fifth U.S. Artillery, of 
operations September 19 and October 19. 


Camp or BarrEeryY M, Firru U.S. ARTILLERY, 
Near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 
“Str: In accordance with orders just received I have the honor to 
state that at 9 a. m. of Monday, September 19, 1864, Battery M, Fifth 
Artillery, was ordered into position on the left of the line. Opened fire 
at 10 o’clock, which was continued until 4 p.m. Number of rounds of 
ammunition expended, 341. In the subsequent engagements of the 
week the battery took no part. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. MCKNIGHT, 
Captain, Fifth Artillery, Commanding Battery M. 
Lieut. EK. N. WHITTIER, 
Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Artillery Brigade, Sixth Corps. 


Camp oF BaTTERY M, Firtu U.S. ARTILLERY, 
October 26, 1864. 

Str: In accordance with orders, dated headquarters Artillery Bri- 
gade, Sixth Corps, October 22, 1864, I have the honor to report that 
the battery under my command went into position on the morning of 
the 19th instant fifty yards to the right and front of the battery camp. 
The fire of the battery was delayed fully ten minutes by the train of 
wagons passing to its front. This obstruction removed, it opened with 
spherical case at a range of 600 yards. Second Lient. Frederick Rob- 
inson, in charge of left section, was wounded after the third discharge 
of his guns and left for the rear. The guidon bearer was also wounded 
at this time. The heavy fire to which the battery was subjected made 
it necessary to retire to another position. All the guns were success- 
fully drawn off with the exception of one, which was abandoned owing 
to the wounding of the sergeant, gunner, two cannoneers, and killing of 
lead driver and four horses. his gun was shortly after recaptured and 
drawn off by the infantry. The right and center sections were again 
placed in position, a short distance to the rear of the original line, 
under a heavy fire from the front and left flank. This line was unten- 
able; the rapid wounding of men and horses required its abandon- 
ment. Second Lieut. Henry M. Baldwin was ordered to take charge of 
two guns, and Sergt. D. B. Yoder a third, each having but two horses 
left to the limbers tor removal to the rear. Two of the three guns were 
successfully withdrawn; the third, owing to both of the horses being 
wounded, fell into the hands of the enemy. Second Lieut. H. M. Bald- 
win, the guidon bearer, and guidon were captured at the same time. 
Lieutenant Baldwin was wounded after his surrender of self and gun. 
The right gun of right section, under charge of Corpl. W. H. H. Ken- 
nedy, at same time acting as gunner, and right gun of center section, 
under charge of Sergt. Henry Beckhardt, with Corpl. Charles A. 
Knorr as gunner, were brought into action for the third time, using 
canister with good effect. These two guns were the last to leave the 
field. 

1 would respectfully call the attention of the colonel commanding 
Artillery Brigade to the brave and ¢allant conduct of Second Lieut. H. 
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M. Baldwin throughout the entire engagement; also to the cool bravery 
of Sergeant Beckhardt, Corpls. William H. H. Kennedy, Charles A. 
Knorr, in fighting their guns to the last moment up to threaten of 
capture; and to Sergt. Daniel B. Yoder in successfully saving his gun 
from capture. . 
The return of casualties,* material, and ammunition expended, also 
how lost, accompanies this report. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. MCKNIGHT, 
Captain, Fifth U.S. Artillery, Commanding Battery M. 
Lieut. KE. N. WHITTIER, 
Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Artillery Brigade, Sixth Corps. 


No. 79. 


Reports of Bvt. Maj. Gen. William H. Emory, U. S. Army, commanding 
Detachment Nineteenth Army Corps, of operations September 19-22 
and October 19. 


Hpgrs. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Harrisonburg, Va., October 3, 1864. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
engagement of the 19th of September, at Winchester, Va.: 

In pursuance of orders the Nineteenth Army Corps marched {rom 
its camp, near Berryville, Va., at precisely 2 a. m. of the 19th of Sep- 
tember, with orders to report to Major-General Wright at the Opequon. 
When near the Opequon my corps, then in advance of the Sixth Corps, 
was halted by the general commanding the column, and I was directed 
to remain where I was until the Sixth Corps had passed with its trains. 
I then rode forward with my staff and reported in person to General 
Wright at Spout Spring, where I found a brisk cannonade going on. 
I sent back my aide-de-camp, Captain Wilkinson, with orders to General 
Grover, who was leading the head of my column, to hurry forward 
regardless of the order of march, and, so far as the trains were con- 
cerned, to pass them. Accordingly, the head of my column closed on 
the rear of the Sixth Corps infantry, and got to the field of battle a 
little in advance of the rear of the ‘Sixth Corps, which it had been 
ordered to follow; but the defile was long and narrow and the troops 
did not join me on the field until nearly 11 a.m. My line having been 
reported formed I was ordered to advance, and did so at 11.45 a. in. 
My line was formed in the following manner: The First Brigade, Brig- 
adier-General Birge, and Third Brigade, Colonel Sharpe, of the Sec- 
ond Division, General Grover commanding, formed the first line; the 
Second and Fourth Brigades of the same division, the second line; 
the First Division, Brigadier-General Dwight commanding (only two 
brigades being present), was formed, partly as a reserve and partly to 
protect my flank on the right, in columns of regiments in echelon. A 
dense wood was in front of me and on my right. When I received the 
order to advance we passed through the wood, which was impracticable 
for artillery, and at the moment of clearing it received a brisk fire of 
the enemy’s artillery and infantry. The pace of Birge’s brigade was 
quickened at once to cross the open space to the woods opposite. This 
was done in the most gallant mauner. He was ordered to halt and 
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form line of battle on the edge of the woods, but he could not restrain 
his men, and passing through the wood occupied by the enemy drove 
him from behind a ledge of rocks, which was equal to a natural 
fortification, killing, I believe, at this time, many of the enemy, and. 
among them one of his most conspicuous generals, while in the act of 
posting a battery. Sharpe’s brigade, on Birge’s left, at this moment 
was equally successful, and the center of the enemy’s line was broken. 
At this moment, the troops on our left having fallen back, and at the 
same time a battery having opened on our right, taking Birge and 
Sharpe in reverse, I was compelled to leave, deployed to the right, the 
First Division, which I had held in reserve, and with which I had 
intended to follow up this attack to prevent a flank movement and to 
endeavor to capture the battery that had opened on my right. _ Sharpe, 
and every regimental commander but one in his brigade, having been 
shot down, and Birge’s brigade being outnumbered and outflanked, the 
last-named brigade was necessarily forced to retire, which it did in 
some confusion to their original position, then occupied on the right by 
the First Division, and subsequently on the left by Colonel Molineux, 
Second Brigade, Second Division. Sharpe’s brigade, now commanded 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Neafie, after falling back a short distance, hand- 
somely rallied and gallantly recharged the enemy, retaining from that 
time its position, and joining in the final advance of the whole line. 
The enemy, quick to perceive their advantage, rallied in considerable 
force and charged my left flank, where there was an open space of nearly 
a quarter of a mile between my own and the Sixth Army Corps; atthe 
same time my right was charged by a heavy column. A slim strip of 
wood projected from the center of my line for 200 or 300 yards into the 
open field. Here, with the assistance of the brave and gallant Colonel 
Day, I rallied the One hundred and thirty-first New York. The enemy, 
intent upon charging a section of Bradbury’s (First Maine) battery, were 
allowed to pass until we could nearly see their backs, when the One 
hundred and thirty-first New York, assisted by the stragglers that had 
been collected from other regiments, poured a fire into the enemy which 
made him oblique to the right and falter. At this moment other regi- 
ments rallied and rushed into the open field upon the enemy, who were 
driven pell-mell back to their own woods. The First Brigade, First 
Division, repelled handsomely the attack on my right. I now felt sure 
that they would make no more impression upon my center, opposite 
which the enemy’s troops were massed, for I had ordered the open space 
there of nearly 500 yards to be filled with a part of the Second Brigade, 
First Division, and my attention was devoted to the right, where the 
enemy made two successive charges on the One hundred and fourteenth, 
One hundred and sixteenth, One hundred and fifty-third, and One 
hundred and sixtieth New York Regiments, of the First Division, but 
were gallantly repulsed. After the Second Division was rallied and 
brought into line, although the enemy had a battery enfilading us from 
the right and two or three direct fires, my whole line stood firm, and 
the enemy were repulsed at every point. I now for the first time felt 
in position to extend my right flank and charge the battery, which, 
with ordinary enterprise, should have been silenced by the skirmishers 
on the right, but I was notified before this that the Army of West Vir- 
ginla was moving up on my right flank. About 3p. m. a division of 
that corps came up on my right. Not being able to see the corps com- 
mander, I requested Colonel Thoburn, commanding divisi on, to take the 
place of the One hundred and fourteenth, One hundred and sixteenth, 


One hundred and fifty-third, and One hundred and sixtieth New York 
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Regiments, of the First Division, then under command of Colonel 
Davis, One hundred and _fifty-third New York, which request he com- 
plied with. The regiments named I then moved by the left flank to 
re-enforce the open space in my center, preparatory to a second advance. 
The moment that the battery on my right ceased to entilade my line, I 
was aware that General Crook was attacking, and I ordered the Second 
Brigade of the First Division, with the regiments of the First Brigade, 
First Division, above mentioned, to move forward and attack, and it 
proved, as I supposed, coincident with our attack on the right. Noth- 
ing could have been more opportune than the attack of General Crook’s 
force, as it was just at the moment that the enemy had been repulsed 
from his assaults on my line. Subsequently the general commanding 
directed me to move forward my whole line. The enemy broke and 
fled and this may be considered, as far as the Nineteenth Army Corps 
is concerned, the end of the battle, except the service of the artillery 
mentioned hereafter. I was ordered to transfer the whole of my force 
to the left of the Sixth Corps and report to General Wright to move 
forward in pursuit. This was late in the evening, and at dark we went, 
by order, into bivouac, on the left of the Sixth Corps, for the night. 

I think it due to Birge’s and Sharpe’s brigades, which made such a 
spirited attack in the early part of the day, to say that my orders were 
to keep closed on the right of the Sixth Corps, but it was evident on 
nearing the enemy that their line of battle was oblique to ours and 
completely enveloped my right wing, also causing an interval between 
my left and the troops on my left. Hence I was obliged, at the 
moment of apparent success, to use the whole of my First Division, 
which was intended as a reserve to follow up any advantage I might 
gain, to confront and hold in check the enemy’s left wing and to cover 
the interval in my center. 

I send you herewith the reports of Brigadier-General Grover and 
those of the brigade commanders under him; also those of Brigadier- 
General Dwight, commanding First Division, and the brigade com- 
manders under him. From these you will see more in detail the oper- 
ations of the day and the gallant manner in which the enemy was 
attacked and repulsed by the officers and men of the Nineteenth Army 
Corps, which, from its position, was brought in contact with the enemy’s 
line in advance of the co-operating troops. These subordinate reports 
may also supply you with a more just list of those who have distin- 
guished themselves than that which I sent under orders of September 
26, 1864. 

I have already forwarded my list of casualties for that day—1,940 
killed and wounded.* Lalso lost in the first charge one officer and some 
men taken prisoners. I have no means of knowing the number of the 
enemy we disabled or the number of prisoners taken, as our march 
was continuous until we got beyond the battle-field, but the general 
commanding the army, who was himself in the advance, noticed the 
number of the enemy’s slain that were in front of my line. 

During the engagement we turned over many prisoners, amongst 
others three colonels—Col. R. T. Bennett, Fourteenth North Carolina; 
Col. I. T. [Thomas W.] Hooper, Twenty-first Georgia, and Lieut. Col. 
G. M. Edgar, Twenty-sixth Virginia [Battalion|—who were taken in the 
first charge by Sharpe’s brigade. 1.1. 

The nature of the ground prevented as free use of artillery as I could 
have wished. <A section of Bradbury’s (First Maine) battery and a sec- 
tion of Lieutenant Chase’s battery (D, First Rhode Island Artillery) 


* But see revised table, p. 114. 
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did most excellent service. Later in the day, about the time I received 
the order to move to the left, we were exposed to a severe fire of artil- 
lery from a battery of the enemy near Winchester, and I placed Cap- 
tain Bradbury’s whole battery in position, and soon silenced it. Chase’s 
section bravely fought its guns after the horses were killed. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

W. H. EMORY, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


When this report was written General Dwight’s report lad not been 
received. When received it was found to contain errors and aspersions 
against other troops and officers, which require explanation.* 

W. H. EMORY, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


Lieut. Col. C. KINGSBURY, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division. 


Hpers. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Harrisonburg, Va., October —, 1864. 
_ COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
battle of Strasburg, on the 22d instant [ultimo]: 

On the 21st my corps occupied the left of the road, and I was directed 
to hold the road leading to Front Royal, and ascertain the force of the 
enemy that was across the Shenandoah River. <A battery of artillery 
was placed in position and shelled the enemy’s position across the river, 
and the Ninth Connecticut, Colonel Cahill commanding, was pushed 
across a ford below and directed to feel the enemy’s position. It 
resulted in ascertaining that a brigade of the enemy’s cavalry occupied 
the opposite bank of the river. - One regiment and a battery were also 
detached to the eminence overlooking Strasburg and the road to Front 
Royal, to prevent any re-enforcements to the enemy from that quarter. 
The night of the 21st I received orders to move my corps at the break 
of day to occupy the position occupied the night before by the Sixth 
Corps, and to keep closed on the Sixth Corps, which was to move to the 
right. I ordered the First Division to move to the right and front of 
its then position, covering the ground and oceupying the position oecu- 
pied by Major-General Wright’s front line on the evening of the 21st; 
but on reaching the position early in the morning | found my First 
Division commander absent, and had not obeyed my orders, and that 
the enemy’s sharpshooters fired upon me as 1 rode upou the ground. 
A portion of my Second Division being then near at hand and ready 
to march I brought it rapidly up and occupied the vacant space. It 
was then too late to charge, and I placed the First Division, which had 
followed the Sixth Corps by a circuitous route to the rear, on the left 
of the Sixth Corps, two brigades of the Second Division on the left of 
that, and the remaining two brigades in reserve. My pickets and the 
Ninth Connecticut were kept ina very extended line to watch the Front 
Royal pike, and to prevent the brigade of the enemy’s cavalry from 
crossing the river on our left where it was fordable nearly everywhere. 
My line was much attenuated, iu order to enable me to comply with the 
two conditions—to connect with the Sixth Corps on theright and guard 


against the enemy’s turning our left—and I strengthened it by temporary 
barricades. 


“See Dwight’s report, p. 287, et seq. 
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About 11.30 I received an intimation from the general commanding 
to press the enemy, to mask an attack on their left. The enemy had w 
line of rifle-pits, extending from the river to our right and about 400 
yards in tront of us, strongly barricaded and strongly manned. Under 
the fire of a battery of artillery I moved two pieces of artillery forward 
and to the left unseen by the enemy, and ordered them to enfilade the 
rifle-pits and shell them vigorously for twenty minutes, at the end of 
which time, which was 12.15 p. m., the One hundred and twenty-eighth 
New York, supported by the One hundred and seventy-sixth New York, 
of the Second Division, and the One hundred and sixteenth New York 
and a part of the Thirtieth Massachusetts, of the First Division, de- 
ployed out of sight of the enemy as skirmishers, and were ordered to 
rush upon the rifle-pits and seize them. The shelling of the artillery 
was perfect and the charge of the infantry made in fine style, and the 
pits were carried, with but little loss. Immediately two other regiments 
were thrown forward, with spade and pick, to reverse the enemy’s lines, 
One or two attempts were made by the enemy to drive them away, but 
they were repulsed by the brave regiments just noted, and in a short 
time we had a continuous line of rifle-pits within 500 yards of the 
enemy’s lines (on the left), which defied his artillery. Between this 
line and the enemy’s line on my front it was impassable, except by the 
narrow pike, which was commanded by the enemy’s artillery and rifle- 
pits. I heard nothing from the right until near 4 o’clock in the after- 
noon, when the cannonade there announced to me that the attack 
was commenced, and at the same time I received an order from the 
general commanding to press the enemy all I could. Iwas at that 
time myself near the first line. I ordered them forward and imme- 
diately ordered up in person my second line, which I had ordered to 
remain where it was until they received orders from me. The Third 
Brigade, commanded by Colonel Macauley, Eleventh Indiaua, fol- 
lowed by Molineux’s brigade, pressed forward as well as the nature 
of the ground would permit. The skirmishers of the Third Brigade 
managed to get into the work, however, nearly at the same time 
with the troops moving on the level ground on our right, and the 
company of the One hundred and seventy-sixth New York, under Cap- 
tain Entwistle, captured four pieces of artillery. The mass of my 
column were compelled to move to the left and take to the pike, owing to 
the impassable nature of the ground. Without halting a moment, the 
whole force was immediately ordered in pursuit, the Nineteenth Corps 
leading, and Brigadier-General Grover, commanding Second Division, 
leading the head of the column of the Nineteenth Corps. Night had 
now come on and it was intensely dark. After marching about five 
miles we reached a creek, commanded on the opposite side by a high 
bank and a dense woods, where the enemy opered on us with artillery 
and infantry. This necessarily produced some confusion, and some of 
the troops in the rear fired upon our skirmishers; but two lines were 
immediately formed across the road, one by General Grover, who I had 
intrusted with the advance, and one by myself, and skirmishers were 
formed on the right and left of the column as well as the rugged nature 
of the ground would permit. The advance was then resumed with a 
loss of but twenty men, and we reached Woodstock about 3 a. mn., 
where the column was halted, and the cavalry took up the pursuit. 

A considerable number of prisoners were picked up from time to 
time and sent to the rear. It is proper to say, both in regard to this 
battle and Winchester, that the artillery and small-arms captured by 
us were left upon the ground where they were taken, and I have no 
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doubt passed into the hands of those who remained behind. My corps 
was moved forward immediately after each battle. Our loss in the 
battle was only 99 killed and wounded. 
W. H. EMORY, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


Lieut. Co]. C. KINGSBURY, Jr., nay 2 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division. 


Hp@Rs. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 25, 1864. 


Srr: I have the honor to present the following report of the part 
taken by my command in the battle fought near Middletown, Va., on 
the 19th of October, 1864: 

On the evening of the 18th I received orders to send a division to the 
front on the following morning as soon as it should be light enough to 
distinguish objects, and make a reconnaissance of the enemy’s position. 
I selected the Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, for this duty, 
and gave General Grover directions to move at early dawn. At that 
hour, on the morning of the 19th, not only the Second Division but my 
whole command was under arms, in accordance with a standing order 
from these headquarters. My staff was up and saddled, and I was in 
the act of saddling, when I heard firing to the left in the direction of 
General Crook’s camp, followed by prolonged cheers, as if the enemy 
were making an assault. By the time I reached my advanced line the 
musketry had become very heavy, and seemed to be coming down the 
pike against my front as well as approaching rapidly from the extreme 
left of the army. The fog was so dense that it was impossible to see 
the position of the enemy or the direction of his advance; but, guided 
by the firing, I ordered the Second Brigade, First Division, to cross the 
pike and occupy a wooded ridge in order to support General Crook. 
This was done in the: most gallant style under my own eye. Immedi- 
ately afterward both General Wright and General Crook joined me, 
and the former directed me to send two more brigades across the pike. 
By this time we could see the troops on the left of my corps in full 
retreat; indeed, I had observed stragglers from them going to the rear 
while I rode to the front. I believed that it was too late to execute 
General Wright’s order, for the ground occupied by the Sixth Corps 
on my left both commanded my position and took it in reverse; but I 
nevertheless hurried forward the two required brigades. The Second 
Brigade, First Division, soon became fiercely engaged and checked 
the progress of the enemy until the troops on its left were pushed back 
by overwhelming masses, when it was flanked and forced from its 
position. Believing still that we should be supported by our reserves 
in time to hold the camps I gave Colonel Macauley orders to stand 
fast, and directed Colonel Molineux, Second Brigade, Second Divis- 
ion, to put his men on the reverse side of his rifle-pits. General 
MeMillan, commanding the First Division, promptly placed his First 
Brigade in the same position, and with excellent judgment, as it was 
now evident that the enemy’s force was coming in upon our left and 
rear in overwhelming numbers. 

Even here it was impossible to make a permanent stand in consequence 
of the steady flanking movement effected by the enemy’s powerful right. 
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I therefore ordered my command to fall back and establish a new line 
of resistance. Near the house of Doctor Shipley I directed Taft's 
Fifth New York Battery and Chase’s First Rhode Island’ Battery* 
into position, and formed a line of battle, with the left extending toward 
Middletown, but the continued lack of support on the left soon forced 
me to retire from this point to another, about 1,000 yards in rear of it. 
My command was now pretty well in line, the First Division on the 
right and the Second Division on the left, and able to hold the enemy’s 
left in check. I was myself on my own left attempting to establish a 
connection with the Sixth Corps, when I saw my whole line moving to 
the rear, orders to that effect: having been communicated directly to 
my two division commanders. About 1,500 yards behind the position 
thus quitted was a commanding crest which overlooked the whole open 
country in its front. Here I found General Sheridaw’s staff collecting 
stragglers, and here I ordered the Nineteenth Corps to halt and form 
in two lines of battle. My first line was already in position, when I 
was directed to retire, inclining to the left and connecting with the 
Sixth Corps. I, however, ordered my skirmishers to hold the crest 
until they should receive instructions from me to abandon it. Losing 
sight of the Sixth Corps shortly afterward, in consequence of a sudden 
change of direction in the line of march, I ordered the Nineteenth back 
to the vicinity of the crest, and sent aides-de-camp to find the right of 
the Sixth. I also extended my line over a portion of the unoccupied 
interval on my left in order to check a turning movement of the enemy, 
who were deploying in that direction. While thus engaged I received 
a message from General Sheridan directing me to close up to the Sixth 
Corps, and adding that my right would be covered by General Custer’s 
cavalry. Immediately atterward General Custer came up with the 
head of his column, enabling me to make the flank movement without 
anxiety. Pushing to the left about three-quarters of, a mile I joined 
the Sixth Corps, and formed my line within the cover of a dense wood. 
About 1 o’clock I received information from the general commanding 
that the enemy were advancing on me in force. Within an hour they 
charged my line, striking it near the center of the Second Division, but 
were promptly driven back, this being, as I believe, the first permanent 
repulse which they received during the day. About 3.30 in the after- 
noon our whole force was ordered to advance. My night, consisting of 
the First Division, was instructed to flank the enemy by inclining to 
the left, thus doubling up his line and driving him upon the pike. 
Both divisions, regardless of the fatigue and losses of this already 
prolonged struggle, charged with conspicuous gallantry, forcing their 
antagonists from two naturally strong positions supported by dense 
thickets and hastily constructed rifle-pits, following them with such 
rapidity that they had no time to form another line of resistance, and 
chasing them in confusion through our recovered camps up to Cedar 
Creek. After about two hours’ rest the First Division, Nineteenth 
Army Corps, was ordered to Strasburg to relieve the cavalry and cover 
the removal of the inmense amount of public property which the enemy 
had abandoned in his flight. 

I have to lament the number of brave officers and men killed or 
wounded in this day’s battle. Their names will be forwarded in the 


* Battery D, First Rhode Island Artillery. 


286 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. — [Cuar. LV. 


Captain Wilkinson, judge-advocate, both of whom I have so often had 
occasion to commend for distinguished courage, were wounded, the 
former slightly, the latter seriously. hie 

Inclosed is a topographical sketch which will illustrate what I have 
written above.* 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

W. H. EMORY, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Col. C. KINGSBURY, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division. 


No. S0. 


Report of Capt. Elijah D. Taft, Fifth New York Battery, Chief of 
Artillery, of operations September 19-22. 


Hpers. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
OFFICE CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, 
Near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1804. 

Masor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper- 
ations of the two batteries in reserve, viz, Seventeenth Indiana and D, 
First Rhode Island Artillery: 

About 10 a. m. on the 19th instant, in compliance with orders from 
Major-General Emory, I directed Captain Miner, Seventeenth Indiana 
Battery, to place one section of his battery in position on the left of the 
Nineteenth Army Corps, and open fire on the enemy in front, which 
was done with apparent good effect. Battery D, First Rhode Island 
Artillery, by my direction, took position in a skirt of woods on the right 
of the Nineteenth Army Corps, and immediately opened fire on one of 
the enemy’s batteries, then enfilading our lines on the right, when the 
enemy opened fire from two guns in the wood with canister, about 200 
yards distant and in rear of our line of infantry. The battery soon 
silenced these two guns, and then renewed the fire on the battery enfi- 
lading our line, silencing it for a short period, but the infantry falling 
back for want of anmunition rendered the position unsafe for artillery. 
The battery had whilst in this position, although under a severe fire 
front and left oblique, been gallantly fought. The support having 
retired, and the battery having lost four men and six horses and one 
wheel broken, I ordered it to withdraw, which was done in good order. 
This closed the operations of these batteries for the day. 

On the 20th marched to near Strasburg. On the 21st Battery D, First 
Rhode Island, took position to the left and rear of the town of Stras- 
burg, and opened fire on the enemy on the left of the pike, with good 
ettect, firing a barn near which the enemy had troops and a battle-flag. 
One section of the Seventeenth Indiana Battery, in compliance with 
my gustructions, took position south of the town near the brick church 
and opened fire on the enemy, causing them to change the position of 
some of their troops and trains. On the morning of the 22d Battery D, 
Virst Rhode Island Artillery, took position on the line of the Second 
Division in front of a skirt of woods and opened fire on the enemy, and 
after the hill in front of their position had been occupied by the troeps 
of the Second Division, Lieutenant Grant moved forward with one 


* Not found, 
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section (two guns) of the Fifth New York Battery to the skirmish line, 
and firing a few well-directed rounds of canister and case-shot soon 
drove the enemy’s sharpshooters from the wood in a ravine near the 
railroad, and then shelled the enemy’s works, driving them trom their 
works in front of the First Division. About 4.30 p.m. one section of D, 
First Rhode Island, took position on the left of Lieutenant Grant’s 
section and shelled the enemy’s guns on our immediate front. About 
11 a.m. Captain Miner, Seventeenth Indiana Battery, in compliance 
with instructions, took position with his battery in the earth-works in 
the rear of the town, and at intervals during the afternoon shelled the 
enemy with good effect. This closed the operations incident to the 
battles of Winchester and Strasburg. For reports of casualties* and 
ammunition expended by the batteries mentioned above, please see 
inclosures. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

He D ADARyT, 
Captain and Chief of Artillery. 
Maj. D. S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Nineteenth Army Corps. 


No. 381. 


Repert of Brig. Gen. William Diight, commanding First Division, of 
operations September 19-23. 


HEADQUARTERS First Division, NINETEENTH CORPS, 
Harrisonburg, Va., September —, 1864. 

Sir: In obedience to instructions from the headquarters Detachment 
Nineteenth Army Corps, I have the honor to forward the following 
report of the part taken by this division in the battles of the 19th and 
22d of September, near Winchester and at Fishev’s Hill, Va.: 

In compliance with orders the division moved from its camp near 
Berryville, Va., at 2.a.m.of the 19th. It was directed to follow the 
Second Division of this corps, but one brigade of that division not 
having moved at the hour directed, this division was ordered by the 
brevet major-general commanding the corps to move without reference 
to that division on the Berryville and Winchester pike to its crossing 
of Opequon Creek. The division marched in the direction ordered for 
some distance, when the road was found to be filled with other troops, 
both infantry and cavalry, and by direction of the brevet major-general 
commanding the corps the division was halted to take its place in the 
line of march. It again moved forward a short distance, when it was 
again halted by command of the brevet major-general commanding the 
corps, and remained halted until something after 7a.m. At about 
this hour, or soon afterit, an order came from the brevet major-general 
commanding the corps for the division to move forward rapidly on the 
right of the pike, while the Second Division moved on the left. A 
moment later an aide-de-camp of the major-general commanding the 
army delivered a direct order for the division to move forward and 
cross Opequon Creek as rapidly as possible, without reference to other 
troops. The division moved directly to the Opequon, across it, through 
the wooded defile beyond the stream, without any delay beyoud that 
occasioned by a crowded road. It debouched beyond the defile upon 


* Embodied it tables, pp. 115, 123. 
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the right of the Berryville and Winchester pike, on open ground 
in rear of an apparently deep wood. Partly on this open ground, 
partly in the wood beyond it, the Second Division of the corps was at 
this time deploying into line of battle. I immediately visited the 
brevet major-general commanding the corps, and received from him the 
order which had previously been given me by a member of his staff, 
viz, to go into position in rear of the right of the second line of the 
Second Division, as a reserve; to place my command in column 
of regiments, and to guard the right flank of the army, holding 
myself in readiness to move promptly in any direction, and par- 
ticularly to be ready to wheel into line to the right in case the right 
flank of the army should be assaulted. The division was immediately 
disposed in strict conformity to this order. The First was made the 
leading brigade, and the leading regiment of the Second Brigade was 
placed in echelon to the left of the last regiment of the First Brigade, 
that the Second Brigade might readily become a second line to the 
First Brigade should the division be obliged to wheel into line to the 
right to resist an attack in force on the right flank of the army. A 
skirmish line of infantry from the Sixth Corps retired from the ground 
the division occupied asit went into position. The commanding officer 
of this line explained to me the nature of the ground on the right of 
the division, and added that he had seen cavalry vedettes of our army 
in advance of any portion of his skirmish line while it was out in that 
direction. I ordered a strong line of skirmishers out in the direction 
indicated by this officer, with orders to push far out. This skirmish 
line was in addition to the flankers put out on the right flank of the 
division. These skirmishers and flankers were ordered to move for- 
ward parallel with the column when it should advance. 

All dispositions being completed I rode over to the right to examine 
the ground in that direction, and was returning when the order to move 
forward was received. The division moved at the same moment that 
the second line of the Second Division was put in motion, and within 
close supporting distance of it. Almost immediately both divisions 
were in a dense wood. I rode forward very near the second line of the 
Second Division, that: I might be sure to follow that line accurately 
with the First Division. There was little firing at first, but as I ap- 
proached the open ground beyond the wood, through which we were 
passing, the fire became very heavy, and the flight of the enemy’s 
bullets showed that our first line was stoutly opposed. As I passed 
the outer skirt of the wood the second line of the Second Division 
began to yell and advance at a double-quick in great disorder toward 
the wood beyond. In this condition portions of that line entered the 
second belt of woods. Only a portion had entered, and they had hardly 
disappeared in the wood before the whole of that portion of the two 
lines of the Second Division which preceded my division came back 
out of that woods, flying over the open ground between the two woods 
in the greatest disorder, having been repulsed, apparently, with more 
than ordinary effect. My division was at this time moving steadily to 
the front, but the disorderly double-quick in which the line which im- 
mediately preceded it had indulged when charging into the second 
wood had somewhat increased the original distance between the two 
lines. Some casualties had already occurred in the column of the 
First Brigade. 

I immediately sent orders for the First Brigade to deploy into line 
to the right, its leading regiment to rest in the. edge of the wood ont 
ot which I had just passed, and its regiments to extend themselves 
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along a line of fence, which was nearly on a line with the edge of this 
wood, and at the same time parallel with what appeared to be the 
enemy's ‘ine. A moment later I gave this order personally to Brevet 
Brigadier-General Beal, who had ridden up. The line of the First 
Brigade, thus indicated and immediately formed in compliance with 
these orders, maintained its line during the battle. If once or twice 
some part of it, under the severe fire of the enemy, dropped back from 
the fence, it immediately resumed its position there under the direction 
of its officers. It was after I had sent back to hasten the First Brigade 
to the formation of this line that an aide-de-camp of the brevet major- 
general commanding the corps rode up to me and exclaimed that “the 
running away of the Second Division must be stopped.” A moment or 
two later the brevet major-general commanding: the corps rode up and 
said to me, “ You must form your line in the edge of this woods,” and 
both of them went off to the left where their presence was greatly 
required, for the whole line of the Second Division was shaken, that 
portion in front of me flying in panic. As it would take some moments 
for the First Brigade to get into line, and as every moment at this 
time was important, | rode forward, accompanied by a portion of my 
staff, into the open ground and endeavored to rally the troops of the 
Second Division, who were flying in so much disorder. It was a hope- 
less task. Although I had about me at one time as many as three 
stand of colors belonging to regiments of the Second Division, and 
though there were near me many officers of high rank (two or three 
of them colonels), they could not be brought to rally their men, and 
soon went to the rear with them. Among the troops and officers thus 
going to the rear I recognized many belonging to the First and Fourth 
Brigades of the Second Division, and, therefore, from both of the lines 
of that division. 

It was amid such confusion as this, with these runaways breaking 
through the ranks of its regiments, that the line of the Furst Brigade 
of this division was formed. But it was well and completely formed, 
and in time to meet the enemy, whose line could now be plainly seen 
issuing from the wood and moving out onto the open ground. The 
extent of this line of the enemy was plainly visible and was distinctly 
marked by their battle-flags. While the line of the First Brigade was 
forming I had seut my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Payne, to find General 
MeMillan, commanding the Second Brigade, to urge him forward, for 
the single line of the First Brigade was the only infantry force now on 
the right of the whole army to resist the advance of that force of the 
enemy that had just driven from the field the two lines of the Second 
Division. When the fire of the First Brigade stopped the advance of 
the enemy, I was still more anxious for the arrival of the Second Bri- 
gade, that it might be thrown upon the left flank of the enemy’s line, 
which was plainly to be seen. As time slipped away, it became evident 
that the First Brigade would not be driven from its line, the volume 
and steadiness of its first fire having convinced the enemy that a strong 
force was still in their front. The Second Brigade of this division still 
failed to appear from the direction in which I looked for it, and as 
was unable to account for its detention, I left my acting assistant 
adjutant-general on the line of the First Brigade and went to look for 
the Second Brigade myself. I found three regiments of this brigade 
as soon as I entered the main woed, moving through the woods far to 
the left and somewhat to the rear of the First Brigade. These regi- 
ments were surrounded by fugitives from the Second Division and by 
broken portions of regiments from that division. I ordered the regi- 
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ments halted and marched in the opposite direction, at the same time 
urging the fugitives about them to join these perfect organizations, in 
whose ranks they would find an opportunity to fight with effect. I am 
happy to say that this was done in many instances and good muskets 
were thus made instantly available against the enemy. One case 
worthy of mention is that of the colors of the Fourteenth New 
Hampshire Volunteers, which joined the Eighth Regiment Vermont 
Volunteers, and continuing with that gallant regiment, attracted many 
men to it, whose services were valuable. While thus moving these 
regiments to the right, with the intention of renewing the attack there, 
and in the hope of being able to outflank the enemy, | was informed that 
the regiments had been moved to the left by General McMillan on an 
order trom the brevet major-general commanding the corps, which order 
had not been sent through me. I knew that the necessity must be 
urgent which could remove one of my brigades to a different portion of 
the field without my knowledge. I therefore ordered these regiments 
to be halted while I went to the brevet major-general commanding the 
corps. I immediately represented to him that all the force possible 
should go to the right, as that was the point to continue the attack, and 
as there was there but the single line of the First Brigade of this division. 
But the necessity which had caused the Second Brigade to be moved to 
the left still weighed with the brevet major-general commanding, and 
their movement to the left was renewed under the eye and direction of 
their brigade commander. Two of these regiments, viz, the Eighth 
Vermont andthe Twelfth Connecticut Volunteers, were soon sent forward 
tothe front, nearly on the left of the line of the corps. The condition 
of the Second Division having rendered this distribution of force neces- 
sary, all thought of continuing the attack with the First Division was 
out of the question; the security of the line of the First Brigade alone 
required attention. Brevet Brigadier-General Beal was directed to 
protect the right of that line with what remained of the Second Brigade, 
and at the same time to act as a support to that line. It was supposed 
that this support would consist of that portion of the Forty-seventh 
Pennsylvania Volunteers not engaged in skirmishing and of the One 
hundred and sixtieth Regiment New York Volunteers; but before the 
One hundred and sixtieth Regiment New York Volunteers could report 
to General Beal it became necessary to replace or re-enforce the One 
hundred and fourteenth Regiment New York Volunteers, which was on 
the left of the line of the First Brigade. This regiment (One hundred 
and sixtieth New York), under its intrepid lieutenant-colonel (Van 
Petten), was ordered to this duty; no more difficult or honorable duty 
could be assigned to it. The heroic One hundred and fourteenth New 
York Volunteers, in its exposed position, had lost over 60 per cent. of 
its numbers; it required an intrepid regiment to fill such a position. 
Under all these circumstances, and through the directions of the bre- 
vet major-general commanding the corps, the position of the First 
Division now became a purely defensive one; it was posted as follows: 
Three regiments of the First Brigade and one regiment of the Second 
Brigade in the front line, on the right, in the edge of wood and along 
the fence above mentioned; two regiments of the First Brigade (one, 
the Thirtieth Massachusetts Volunteers, a very small one) and a por- 
tion of a regiment of the Second Brigade as a reserve to the above line 
and observing the right flank; two regiments of the Second Brigade 
on the left of the line of the corps; five companies of a regiment of the 
Second Brigade were deployed as skirmishers on the left of the com- 
mand, This disposition of force remained unchanged until the arrival 
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of General Crook’s command in line. 1 regret to state that the force 
of skirmishers on the right of the command failed to advance as far 
from the right of our line as was expected and as would have made 
them most efficient, and also failed so to follow the movement of the 
division as to become thoroughly engaged with the enemy. The orders 
given to this line were obeyed, but not with the en terprise and spirit 
which should have ¢haracterized the obedience. The most important 
consequence of this failure was that it enabled the enemy to post two 
guns on our right flank, which enfiladed inuch of the ground occupied 
by the division. Activity, dash, and vigor in the management of this 
large force of skirmishers would probably of itself have driven these 
guns away or led to their capture. But one attempt was made to use 
the battery of artiliery attached to this division on this ground, and 
that without effect. The battery—the Fifth New York Independent 
Battery, commanded by Lieut. John V. Grant—did good service during 
a portion of the day under the direction of Captain Taft, chief of artil- 
lery on the staff of the brevet major-general commanding the corps. 
On the command of General Crook arriving in line, and when that com- 
mand should relieve the First Brigade of this division, I was directed 
by the brevet major-general commanding the corps to remove the 
troops on the right of the line and to unite my division on what had 
been the left of the corps line, preparatory to an advance. As General 
Crook immediately advanced and outflanked the enemy my division 
could not be united in its new position in time to take part in that 
advance. Lam glad to say, however, that the two regiments of the 
Second Brigade on the lett of the line did participate in that advance 
and rendered valuable service. Under the brave colonel of the Eighth 
Vermont Volunteers, that regiment and the Twelfth Regiment Connect- 
icut Volunteers advanced against the enemy at the sight of the gen- 
eral advance of our lines. Colonel Peck, of the Twelfth Connecticut 
Volunteers, a most gallant gentleman, had been previously borne from 
the field mortally wounded. 

The division was soon united and moved rapidly forward, and while 
it was in motion I was personally ordered by the brevet major-general 
commanding the corps, who at this time was near a battery which he 
had just posted, to take up a position on the extreme left of the army. 
The brevet major-general commanding the corps at the same time 
stated to me that he had directed the Second Brigade to move forward 
to this line, and ordered me to give like directions to the First Bri- 
gade. On the way to the left of the lines I was met by the major-gen- 
eral commanding the army, who directed me to report with the divis- 
ion to Major-General Wright, at the same time saying, ‘or General 
Getty; he will put you in,” and sending with me an aide-de-cainp, who 
conducted me to General Getty. That officer immediately indicated. to 
me the position of his left, General Bidwell’s brigade, and directed that 
my right should connect therewith. General Getty had scarcely given 
this order when I met Major-General Wright, who directed me to form 
the division in two lines, and to put it in in prolongation to the left of 
the lines of the Sixth Corps. These dispositions had just been com- 
pleted when the brevet major-geueral commanding the corps came up 
and directed me to move the division to a stone wall, a few hundred 
yards in advance of and parallel with the lines then occupied. Here 
the division remained until dusk, when it was again moved forward to 
the brink of a small stream, where it went into bivouac for the night 
on the left of the Second Division. 
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Such were the operations of the division during the great battle of 
the 19th of September; they were all that could be wished in its con- 
duct in fulfilling the duties demanded of it; they were unsatisfactory 
from the circumstances attending its being put into action. No division 
ever came into action under more unfavorable and disheartening sur- 
roundings—it was preceded by two strong lines of the Second Division, 
being two full brigades, nearly, if not quite, equal in numbers to itself, 
viz, the First and Fourth Brigades of the Second Division; it came 
into action with both of these brigades, or a great portion of both, 
flying in panic from before the enemy, who were advancing in pursuit 
of them. So great was the confusion, so numerous those who burst 
through its ranks, that it was difficult to form the line of the First 
Brigade. The same disorder prevailed in a sufficient degree elsewhere 
to make it necessary that orders should be sent to different portions of 
the division without coming through its immediate commander. The 
significance of this is obvious; the fruits of it were the usual ones—con- 
tradictory orders; 7. ¢., those issued by the corps commander without 
being transmitted to the division commander, differing trom those issued 
by the commanding officer of the division, and the separation of the bri- 
gades of the division. These circumstances could only have occurred, 
and such orders could only have been rendered necessary by the almost 
total defeat of the division which preceded it into action. Under all 
these difficulties not an organization of this division was broken by the 
enemy (it repulsed the enemy and lost severely in so doing), but it 
held every position in the line to which it was assigned. I had-wished 
to write this report of the operations of the First Division without 
referring to other troops or other organizations, but I have not been 
able to write the truth, which alone is valuable in papers of this 
character, without speaking freely of the conduct of other troops not 
under my command, and of the circumstances which affected the 
division and gave a character to its share in the great battle; it is a 
duty I owe to the division itself, and to its great number of heroic dead 
and wounded, including so many regimental commanders; it is only 
thus that I can show that they fell in important and honorable duty, 
essential in the conduct of the battle; that it was through no fault of 
theirs that they were deprived of the glorious and more congenial duty of 
continuing the attack, a duty which their conduct under the most try- 
ing circumstances has shown they would have performed with a vigor 
which must have earned laurels and distinction. This report must 
show why it was that in an offensive, attacking battle, to which it 
advanced in column of regiments as a reserve ready to make that 
attack decisive, the division was at once reduced to staying a panic, 
holding a line, to occupying defensive positions widely separated from 
each other. In performing this duty the losses of the division were 
severe, but not one regiment of the division faltered. In the case of 
one regiment, the One hundred and fourteenth New York Volunteers, 
the percentage of killed and wounded is almost without a parallel in 
the history of the war. The night following the battle but sixty men 
were missing from the ranks of the division not accounted for in killed 
and wounded. 

I desire to call attention to the distinguished conduct of Colonel Per 
Lee, of the One hundred and fourteenth New York Volunteers. He was 
twice wounded. After the colonel was borne from the field the regi- 
ment was commanded by Major Curtis, whose good conduct was con- 
spicuous. Indeed, all the officers of this glorious regiment conducted 
themselves in a manner which is above praise. Colonel Thomas, of the 
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Kighth Vermont, was distinguished by his bravery and activity in 
Services mentioned in this report; Lieutenant-Colonel Van Petten, of 
the One hundred and sixtieth New York Volunteers, for his gallant 
conduct in relieving the One hundred and foarteenth New York Volun- 
teers, and in remaining in the saddle throughout the day, though 
severely wounded; Col. Edwin P. Davis, for his able and gallant con- 
duct in charge of the regiments of the First Brigade on the line of the 
fence above referred to. In the death of Colonel Peck, of the Twelfth 
Connecticut Volunteers, and of Major Knowlton, of the Twenty-ninth 
Maine Volunteers, the division lost two of its most gallant and efficient 
regimental commanders. 

I wish to express my acknowledgments to the gentlemen of my staff 
for their activity, gallantry, and zeal throughout the day. Capt. John 
G. Leefe, of the One hundred and sixty second New York Volunteers, 
my acting assistant adjutant-general, was particularly efficient on the 
exposed line of the First Brigade. Capt. Charles W. Underhill, One 
hundred and fourteenth New York Volunteers, acting judge-advocate 
on my staff, rendered essential service in the posting of the distinguished 
regiment to which he belongs. 

On the 20th the division moved in pursuit of the enemy in its desig- 
nated position in the march, halting near Strasburg. On the 21st the 
division was moved onto a line of hills opposite to Fisher’s Hill, which 
later was the position of the enemy. During the evening of the 21st 
and the early morning of the 22d the lines of the army were moved to 
the right, and this division, in obedience to orders, kept its position in 
the movement, and on the forenoon of the 22d intrenched itself, as 
directed. In obedience to an order from the brevet major-general com- 
manding the corps, a regiment of this division, the One hundred and 
sixtieth New York Volunteers, together with four companies of the 
Thirtieth Massachusetts Volunteers, and joined by the skirmish line 
of the division, eharged and gallantly carried a line of the enemy’s 
rifle-pits in front of Fisher’s Hill. This was done in the afternoon. 
Shortly after the captured line was strengthened and the First Brigade 
of this division was ordered to occupy that line. This was hardly 
accomplished, when, on an order from the brevet major-general com- 
manding the corps, the First Brigade was ordered to charge forward 
and the Second Brigade to advance to the captured rifle-pits. The 
First Brigade charged under a considerable fire of the enemy’s artillery, 
when a general advance of the division was ordered in conjunction with 
the advance of other troops, and Fisher’s Hill was occupied by this 
army, the enemy flying in the wildest confusion. The division was 
immediately ordered on in pursuit, without reference to the position of 
other troops. In thus pressing beyond Fisher’s Hill it passed over the 
artillery of the enemy, which had been firing on the charge of the First 
Brigade, but without taking note of it. Night did not put an end to 
the pursuit, which was continued to Woodstock, a position reached long 
before day. During this pursuit, and while portions of this division 
were advancing in company with portions of the Second Division, the 
enemy, posted beyond a small stream, opened upon our column, which 
was not very well organized. In the darkness this produced some 
confusion and wild firing from troops in rear of the advance. As I 
was with our skirmishers at the tiie, in company with several mem- 
bers of my staff, the necessity of some order in dislodging the enemy 
was apparent to me, and I reported to General Grover, my senior, and 
by his direction put my command in order. General Grover dislodged 
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the enemy and the night march to Woodstock met with no further 
opposition. The division went into bivouac beyond that town at day- 
light next morning on ground assigned it by the corps commander. 

linclose two lists of casualties, showing the loss of the division on 
each day. It may be well to add that, notwithstanding the severe lists 
of casualties on the 19th, there are now but three men missing from the 
division. LI also inclose copies of the reports of my brigade command- 
ers, to which I would respectfully call attention. 

The Third Brigade of this division took no part in either action, 
being on detached duty at Harper’s Terry. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. D. S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


Special field return of the First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, after the action of 
September 19, 1864. 
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Special field return of the First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, after the action of 
September 22, 1864, i 
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HbdQrs. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY Corps, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 11, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Brigadier-General Grover, commanding See- 
ond Division, for remark, with explanatory letter of Brigadier-General 
Dwight. 
By order of Brevet Major-General Emory: 
DUNCAN S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure to indorsement. } 


Hipgrs. Frrst Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Near Fisher's Hill, Va., October 9, 1864. 
Maj. D. S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: ' 

Str: I have had two interviews with the brevet major-general com- 
manding the corps upon the subject of my official report of the part 
taken by this division in the actions and operations of this army on 
the 19th and 22d of September, near Winchester, Va., and at this place. 
In consequence of those interviews, I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing supplement to that report: 

The result of the first interview was that I substituted for a para- 
graph in my report another paragraph containing a fuller and more 
detailed statement of the subject-matter of that paragraph. I was 
glad of the opportunity of so doing, because the brevet major-general 
commanding considered the matter as personal to himself, and because 
I am glad to make everything concerning which I consider it my duty 
to report as plain and distinct and as little liable to misapprehension 
or misconstruction as possible. I hope, in the more detailed statements 
which I am about to make on the subjects to which the brevet major- 
general commanding the corps has seen fit to call my attention, I shall 
be as satisfactory as he assured me I was in the substitution referred 
to. In both interviews the brevet major-general commanding insisted 
on stating that my report criticised the Second Division of this 
corps, and although he agreed that the conduct of that division was 
bad enough, yet he thought that my criticism, as he was pleased to 
call it, was, to use his own words, “too highly colored and unwise,” 
and that I had “ gone out of my way” to make it. I had hoped that 
the very distinct disclaimer that [made in our first interview would have 
convinced the brevet major-general commanding the corps that I had 
no intention to criticize any one, still less “to go out of ny way” to 
make any statement which I did not consider it my duty to make, in 
justice tomy division and as necessary to a proper understanding of 
its share in the action and of the character of its operations. But in 
the second interview the brevet major-general commanding not only 
reiterated his statement, that I had criticized the Second Division, but 
thought thatI ought to rewrite my report and avoid mentioning the 
Second Division at all. In advising me very considerately to do this, 
the brevet major-general commanding told me to consider this advice 
oficial if I pleased. My report was written with mature deliberation, 
with the single purpose of telling the truth and of doing justice to my 
command. If I had criticized any one I was not aware of it. I meant 
simply to state facts, and only facts which bore upon the operations of 
my division. No personal feeling had entered my mind. In the mag- 
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nificent successes of this army I should have been willing to make no 
report at all and to let the division takeonly that share of the common 
glory which could not fail to be reflected upon it. Certainly I had no 
intention to detract from others in the hope of adding to the credit of 
the division I have the honor to command, least of all could I utter a 
word of criticism on the Second Division for such an unworthy pur- 
pose. Butif Iwroteat all] must write the truth. As this was the 
spirit in which the report was written, I told the brevet major-general 
commanding I would read the report over again and see if it could be 
altered and retain those essential elements. I have read and reread 
the report, and the result is that I. cannot change it, but I am quite 
ready to make more detailed statements on all the points to which the 
brevet major-general referred. I understand those points to be: First, 
that the report criticises the Second Division; second, that the brevet 
major-general commanding the corps calls for thenames of the officers 
belonging to the Second Division whom Isaw running away, who failed 
to stop and rally their commands; third, that the brevet major-general 
commanding the corps considers me mistaken as to the matter of fact, 
as to whether the right of the second line of the Second Division did, 
immediately after enteringthe wood where they met the enemy, fly from 
that wood in panic and confusion; fourth, that my own report is incor- 
rect in the statement that no portion of my command broke during the 
engagement, that, in fact, a portion of my troops did break and were 
rallied by General Grover, commanding the Second Division; fifth, that 
my own manner of executing an order on the morning of the 22d of 
September is not fully statedin my report, and is open to criticism. 

In reply to the first point I have the honor again respectfully to 
refer the brevet major-general commanding to the report itself—it is a 
statement of facts, not a criticism; it states what did happen with 
regard to the Second Division, not what ought to have been done; that 
there was a disaster, not that there should have been none, or that the 
cause of it was inadequate; it makes these statements not in the 
detail which a desire to criticise would evoke, but only in those places 
and of those portions of that command where the action of the First 
Division, and what happened, affected its conduct, its duty, and its 
share in the battle. To say what I have of the conduct of the Second 
Division is as essential to an understanding of the part taken by the 
First Division in the early part of the battle as is the statement of the 
rapid and successful advance of General Crook’s command later in the 
day to the part the division then took in the action. The first is most 
dwelt on because its influence held longer and more important sway. 
No personal considerations influenced me for an instant. I have the 
highest respect and regard for the commanding general of that division. 
Had my own brother commanded it my report would have been the 
same. 

Second. Ido not know the names of the officers of that division, and 
the confusion among the many officers and men who passed me in that 
open field in passing to the rear was too great for me, at the time, to 
recognize them or ask their names. J inclose statements of officers of 
my staff, which will detect some of those who went farthest to the rear, 
if the brevet major-general commanding deems it advisable. All of 
these officers went far to the rear of my front line, many of them passed 
me in front of that line. I made the statement concerning them, con- 
tained in my report, from no wish to make myself their accuser. I 
mentioned them only as is my duty to mention all that is essential, and 
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because it shows distinctly what part was taken at that time in the 
battle by the First Brigade of my division, and that can be shown in 
no other way. 

Third, I saw with my own eyes from the midst of the open ground 
over which the second line of the Second Division had just charged 
that line enter the wood beyond and immediately come out in a panic. 
It is a fact of which my senses could not be unaware. I am not likely 
to be deceived as to time or to imagine what does not take place. 
Officers near me saw the same thing. The events which followed are 
in consonance with what I saw. 

Fourth. I have been unable to find any one among the officers of the 
regiments of my division who at any time saw any one of them broken. 
Certainly, in passing from the extreme right to the extreme left of my 
lines, receiving constant reports from staff officers, or, when stationary, 
awaiting them, it never was intimated to me that a regiment faltered. 
1 have heard that, when a portion of the First Brigade was retiring, for 
certain reasons suppesed to be good at the time, under the direction 
and by the order of the officer in command, it was supposed they were 
falling back before the enemy; among others, that General Grover 
supposed so, and, with the gallantry for which he is distinguished, at 
once Went to rally them, but he made the same mistake that all did 
who supposed they needed rallying. They were, in fact, at the time 
moving back under orders to receive ammunition. After patient inves- 
tigation I have not been able to find that any regiment of my command 
moved on that day, except through an order from’ competent authority. 
But had it been a fact that a portion of my command had broken, it 
would have been gratifying to me to have heard that it had been 
promptly rallied and turned against the enemy; and that gratification 
would have been heightened, I trust, had I known that the work 
was done by one who had voluntarily taken upon himself the duty. 
The glory and honor given to others is not taken from ourselves. 

Fifth. The order referred to in the fifth point required that my com- 
mand should move at daylight of the 22d ef September to occupy cer- 
tain ground held the night before by a division of the Sixth Corps; it 
was, at the same time, required that my right should connect with the 
left of the Sixth Corps. At the same time that I received this order, 
I received information from the commanding officer of the left division 
of the Sixth Corps that his command would move more than the length 
of a division from his right, and that I must follow his division to con- 
nect. He added that he should make the move before daylight. The 
earliest dawn at the time was between 5 and 5.30 a.m. 1 ordered 
that my division should follow the Sixth Corps and move at 4.30 a. m., 
and connect with its left. Allowing for the usual and unavoidable 
delays in very early moves, I considered this a proper execution of 
the order, particularly after the information I had received from the 
division commander of the Sixth Corps, who would be on my right and 
with whom I was to connect. He would move before day; it was a 
move several hundred yards nearer the enemy; it was important that 
his left should be covered, and that seemed to me the most important 
point. I directed a staff officer of my own to conduct each brigade. 
These staff officers did so, and were with the brigades at 3.45 a.m. 
The brigades were well commanded and the commanding officers well 
informed of what was required of them, The duty was neither a difti- 
eult nor a hazardous one. My headquarters were in so close proximity 
that I could be present at a moment’s warning, so I did not go to the 
junction of the right of my command with the left of the Sixth Corps 
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until I saw the Second Division in motion, changing its position. This 
division had been the second line to my old position; it was now mov- 
ing to become the second line of my new position. I thought I had 
exercised every care and taken every precaution—if T had the order 
to execute over again I do not think it could be done with more atten- 
tion or better success. 

I have thus minutely stated the facts with regard to all the points to 
which my attention has been called by the brevet major-general com- 
manding. I have tried to make the statement as simple as possible. 
I meant in my original report to devote myself to a plain and not too 
minute statement of what I believed to be the facts. Nothing was fur- 
ther from my intention or desire than to throw a stone, or to draw a 
disereditable inference, or to utter a word of censure, or suggest an 
improvement on what was done; the total success was enough to 
rejoice over. I reported everything essential to an understanding of 
the part taken by my division in the actions—military ethics, truth, 
and justice required that of me; 1 believe I have done no more. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{Sub-inclosure No. 1.] 


Hpgrs. First Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Near Strasburg, Va., October 9, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DWIGHT, 
Commanding First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps : 

Sir: In obedience to structions, | have the honor to report that on 
Monday, 19th of September, 1864. during the engagement near Win- 
chester, | observed the right of the second line of the Second Division, 
formed by the Fourth Brigade of that division, to break suddenly 
toward the rear. This part of the line (being all of it that I could see) 
had previously advanced in good order through a wood, in rear of 
which the line of battle of First Division had been formed, across an 
open plain, at a double-quick, and into the skirt of a wood on the other 
side of this plain. The troops of the Fourth Brigade, Seeond Division, 
had scarcely entered the wood last mentioned when they broke to the 
rear (followed by troops of the First Brigade, Second Division) with 
every sign of confusion and terror, huddling together, and running 
in great disorder through the line of the First Brigade, First Division, 
which was being formed with a view to arrest their flight and to stay 
the advance of the enemy, at this time plainly visible. As the officers 
of the troops in flight, however, as far as L could discover, did not 
make any attempt whatever to rally their men, it was, of course, next 
to useless to suppose that they would form about their colors of their 
own accord. i made three endeavors to rally men about as many 
stand of regimental colors, calling on fugitive officers who were near 
by for assistance, but unsuccessfully. At this moment I was ordered 
to the right of our line, and when I returned the troops forming the 
right of the second line of the Seeond Division had disappeared from 
that vicinity, and with them all signs of disorder. IL noticed many 
officers rumning to the rear, many of them field officers, as was apparent 
from their respective badges of rank worn by them. They did not 
make any effort to arrest their men. The names of these officers and 
the numbers of the regiments to which they belong are unknown to me. 

1 an, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. G. LEEFE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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{Sub inclosure No. 2.] 


Hpgrs. First Diviston, NINETEENTH ARMY Corps, 
In the Field, October 9, 1864. 

Capt. J. G. LEEFE, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

In compliance with your request of this a. m., 1 have the honor to 
make the following report: 

During the engagement of the 19th of September, near Winchester, 
I was present in the point of woods when the First Brigade, First 
Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, deployed column to cover the retreat 
of that portion of the lines of the Second Division, Nineteenth Army 
Corps, which was in our immediate front. As soon as the line of the 
First Brigade, First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, was firmly 
established I gave my attention to the rallying of the troops who were 
falling back, hoping to form a line of battle in rear of the First Brigade, 
First Division. In this I was unsuccessful, owing to the fact that so 
many officers of that command failed to make a decided attempt to 
reform their men. I saw several field officers pass out of sight to the 
rear, whose rank should have compelled them to reform their men im- 
mediately on passing the line of the First Brigade, First Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps. As it was, the small squads of men who 
reformed their lines kept falling back until the whole command that 
had broken back through our line passed out of sight to the rear. I 
cannot say how far to the rear their lines were finally established. I 
saw a stand of colors that had been abandoned, by some regiment on 
the right of the Second Division brought off the field by an officer of 
the corps staff. 

J have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. W. UNDERHILL, 
Captain, 114th New York Volunteers and Judge-Advocate. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 3.] 


Hpqgrs. First DIVISION, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
October 9, 1864. 
Capt. J. G. LEEFE, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

In compliance with the request of the brigadier-general commanding, 
I have the honor to report that on the 19th of September, at the battle 
of Winchester, I saw collected about the colors of a regiment, just in 
the rear outskirts of the belt of woods where the command first formed, 
sixty or seventy men, with several line and two field officers; that on 
inquiry of one of the field officers, the major, I ascertained they were 
of the Twelfth Maine. I expostwated with him for being so far from 
the front, and with hiscommand in such disorder, He pointed to the lieu- 
tenant-colonel, saying, ‘1 am not the commanding officer; there he is,” 
or words to that effect. I then urged the lieutenant-colonel to form his 
men and take them to the front. He said he was only waiting for 
more men to come in, but did not do anything. In about half an hour 
after I again saw the saine collection; the lieutenant-colonel was then 
trying to form his men; this was about 2 p.m. My attention was first 
called to this regiment by Lieutenant Phinmey, acting aide-de-camp, he 
knowing me to be provost-marshal. Previous to that time I had seen 
and endeavored to rally a great many men and officers, whom I did 

not recognize, far in rear of the belt of woods above referred to. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. POLLARD, 
Captain and Provost-Marshal. 
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{Sub-inclosure No. 4.] 


Hpers. Frrst Divison, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Strasburg, Va., October 9, 1864. 
Capt. J. G. LEEFF, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Str: In compliance with the request of the brigadier-general com- 
manding, I have the honor to report that on the 19th of September, at 
the battle of Winchester, I was sent to the rear between the hours of 1 
and 2 p. m. by the brigadier-general commanding, and that in passing 
out of the woods in the vicinity of where corps headquarters flag had 
been left I came upon a collection of nearly 100 men, with regimental 
colors, among whom I recognized Major Hastings, of the Twelfth 
Maine. Upon directing him to march with his men to the front, he 
appeared to be much embarrassed, but directed me to the lieutenant- 
colonel, who, he informed me, was in command of the regiment. I 
found this officer still farther in the rear. When I inquired why he 
was not at the front, and directed him to form his men and march there, 
he made a few weak endeavors to do it, but without effect. He seemed 
to me to be entirely indifferent about going to the front. I very soon 
after this called the attention of Doctor Brownell, medical director of 
the Nineteenth Army Corps; Captain Sibley, commissary of subsistence, 
Nineteenth Army Corps; Captain Inwood, provost-marshal, Nineteenth 
Army. Corps, and Captain Pollard, provost-marshal, First Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps, to this regiment. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. PHINNEY, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADDENDA. 


Hpqrs. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

October 6, 1864. 

Brigadier-General DwiGcHrT, 
Commanding First Division : 

GENERAL: The attention of the general commanding has been called 
to the following statement in your report of the engagements of the 19th 
and 22d of September: 

It was a hopeless task. Although I had about me at one time as many as three 
stand of colors belonging to regiments of the Second Division, and though there 
were near me many officers of high rank (two orthree of them colonels), they could 
not be brought to rally their men, and soon went to the rear with them. 

The general commanding directs me to say that it is unjust to our 
comrades to be commanded by such miscreants, and directs that you 
forward their names as soon as practicable. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DUNCAN 8. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Charges and specifications against Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U. 8. 
Volunteers. 


CHARGE Ist.—Conduct. unbecomin g an officer and a gentleman. 
Specification 1st—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, com- 
manding the First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, did, in an official 
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report made upon the part taken by said First Division, Nineteenth 
Army Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, 1864, 
near Winchester and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words as follows: 


The line of the First Brigade, thusindicated and immediately formed in compliance 
with these orders, maintained its line during the battle. If once or twice some 
part of it, under the severe fire of the enemy, dropped back from the fence, it im- 
mediately resumed its position there under the direction of its officers. 


Which statement is false and incorrect. This at or near the head- 
quarters First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in the latter part of Sep- 
tember, 1864. 

Specification 2d.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, com- 
manding First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, did, in an official 
report made upon the part taken by said First Division, Nineteenth 
Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, near Win- 
chester and Fisher’s Hill, Va., in referring to the Second Division, 
Nineteenth Corps, use the following language, viz: “That portion in 
front of me flying in panic.” Which statement was false, slanderous, 
and injurious to the troops referred to. This at or near the headquar- 
ters First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in the latter part of September, 
1864. 

Specification 3d.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, command- 
ing the First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, did, in an official report 
made upon the part taken by said First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in 
the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, 1864, near Winchester 
and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words as follows, viz: 4 

Although I had about me at one time as many as three stand cf colors belonging to 
regiments of the Second Division, and though there were near me many officers of 
high rank (two or three of them colonels), they could not be brought to rally their 
men, and soon went to the rear with them. 

Which statement is substantially and willfully false and slanderous 
and incorrect. This at or near the headquarters First Division, Nine- 
teenth Corps, in the latter part of September, 1864, _ 

Specification 4th.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, com- 
manding the First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in an official report 
made upon the part taken by said First Division, Nineteenth Army 
Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, 1864, near Win- 
chester and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words as follows, viz: 

And though there were near me many officers of high rank (two or three of them 
colonels), they could not be brought to rally their men, and soon went to the rear 
with them. 

Which statement is willfully false and slanderous, and made without 
any accurate knowledge of the rank, names, or identity of the officers 
referred to, or of their organizations to which they belonged, thus casting 
a slanderous and injurious imputation in general terms upon the divis- 
ion. This at or near the headquarters First Division, Nineteenth Corps, 
in the latter part of September, 1864. _ as 

Specification 5th.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, com- 
manding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in an official report 
made upon the part taken by said First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in 
the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, 1864, near Winchester 
and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words as follows, viz: 

For the single line of the First Brigade was the only infantry force now on the 
right of the whole army to resist the advance of that force of the enemy that had 
just driven from the field the two lines of the Second Division. 
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Which statement is knowingly and willfully false and slanderous and 
incorrect. This at or near the headquarters of the First Division, Nine- 
teenth Corps, in the latter part of September, 1864. — 

Specification 6th.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, com- 
manding the First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in an official report 
made upon the part taken by said First Division, Nineteenth Army 
Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, 1864, near Win- 
chester and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words as follows, viz: 

As time slipped away, it became evident that the First Brigade would not be 
driven irom the line, &e. 

Which statement is false and incorrect with regard to the said First 
Brigade and the particular time referred to. This at the headquarters 
First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in the latter part of September, 1864. 

Specification 7th—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, com- 
manding the First Division, Nineteeuth Corps, did, in an official report 
made upon the part taken by said First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in 
the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, 1864, near Winchester and 
Visher’s Hill, Va., state in words as follows, viz: 

Two of the regiments, viz, the Eighth Vermont and the Twelfth Connecticut 
Volunteers, were soon sent forward to the front, nearly on the left of the line of the 
corps, the condition of the Second Division having rendered this distribution of force 
necessary, &¢, 

Which statement is false and incorrect. This at or near the head- 
quarters First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in the latter part of Sep- 
tember, 1864. r. 

Specification 8th.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U.S. 
Volunteers, commanding the First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in 
an official report made upon the part taken by said First Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of Septem- 
ber, 1864, near Winchester and TFisher’s Hill, Va., state, when referring, 
at a certain time, to the position of the troops of the Iirst Division, in 
words as follows, viz: 

Two regiments of the Second Brigade on the left of the line of the corps. 


Which statement. of position at that time is false and incorrect. This 
at or near headquarters First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in the latter 
part of September, 1864. 

Specification 9th.—In this: That Brig, Gen. William Dwight, U. S. 
Volunteers, commanding the First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in 
an official report made upon the part taken by said First Division, 
Nineteenth Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, 
1864, near Winchester and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words as follows, 
Viz: 

I was directed by the brevet major-general commanding the corps to remove the 
troops on the right of the line and to unite my division on what had been the left 
of the corps line, preparatory to an advance. 

Which statement is false and incorrect. This at or near headquar- 
iors First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in the latter part of September, 

OO4, 

Specification 10th.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U.S. 
Volunteers, commanding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in an 
official report made upon the part taken by said First Division, Nine- 

Pe! 4 . > is - . 
teenth Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, 1864, 
near Winchester and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words as follows, viz: 


alii came into action with both of these brigades, or a great portion of both, flying 
in panic from before the enemy, &c. 
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And also: 


_ So numerous those who burst through its ranks, that it was difficult to form the 
line of the First Brigade. 

The first and second of which statements are false and incorrect and 
slanderous. This at or near the headquarters First Division, Nine- 
teenth Corps, in the latter part of September, 1864. 

Specification 17th.—In. this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, com- 
manding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in an official report 
made upon the part taken by the said First Division, Nineteenth Corps, 
in the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, 1864, near Winchester 
and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words as follows, viz: 

Under all these difficulties not an organization of this division was broken by the 
enemy, &c., but it held every position in the line to which it was assigned, 

Which statement is false and incorrect, and which he, the said 
Brigadier-General Dwight knew, or ought to have known, at the time 
to be false and incorrect. This at or near headquarters First Division, 
Nineteenth Corps, in the latter part of September, 1864. 

Specification 12th —In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U.S. 
Volunteers, commanding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in an 
official report made upon the part taken by said First Division, Nine- 
teenth Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, 1864, 
near Winchester and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words as follows, viz: 

This report must show why, &c., the division was at once reduced to staying a 
panic, &c¢. 

Thus making a false and slanderous aspersion against the Second 
Division, Nineteenth Corps. This at or near the headquarters First 
Division, Nineteenth Corps, in the latter part of September, 1864. 

Specification 13th.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U. 8. 
Volunteers, commanding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in a 
supplementary report to the official report of the part taken by the 
First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of 
September, 1864, near Winchester and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words 
as follows: 

Although he agreed (referring to the brevet major-general commanding the corps) 
that the conduct of that division (referring to the Second) was bad enongh, &c. 

Which statement was knowingly and willfully false in spirit and 
letter, and slanderous. This at or near the headquarters First Divis- 
ion, Nineteenth Corps, on or about the 9th of October, 1864. 

Specification 14th.—In this: That Brig. Gen. Wiliam Dwight, U.S. 
Volunteers, commanding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in a 
supplementary report to the official report of the part taken by the 
First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of 
September, 1864, near Winchester and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state in words 
as follows, viz: 

I saw with my own eyes from the midst of the open ground oyer which the second 
line of the Second Division had just charged that line enter the woods beyond and 
immediately come out in a panic. 

Which statement, so far as it accuses that line of coming out in a 
“panic,” is false and slanderous. This at or near the headquarters 
First Division, Nineteenth Corps, on er about the 9th of October, 1864, 

Specification 15th.—In this: That Brig. Gen, William Dwight, U.S. 
Volunteers, commanding Virst Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, in a 
supplementary report to the official report of the part taken by the 
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First Division, Nineteenth Corps, in the battles of the 19th and 22d of 
September, 1864, near Winchester and Fisher’s Hill, Va., state as 
follows, viz: 

It was never intimated to me that a regiment faltered (meaning a regiment of the 
First Division). 

Which statement is knowingly and willfully false and incorrect, This 
at. or near the headquarters First Division, Nineteenth Corps, on or 
about the 9th of October, 1864. i 

Specification 16th.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U.S. 
Volunteers, commanding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did make 
an official report and a supplementary report of the operations of 
troops at the battles of the 19th and 22d of September, near Winches- 
ter and Fisher’s Hill, Va., the whole tenor of which, in so far as it 
referred to the Second Division, Nineteenth Corps, was slanderous, a 
studied vilification of its conduct, and willfully intended to injure the 
reputation of the same, and, in so far as it referred to the First Divis- 
ion, Nineteenth Corps, was what the said Brigadier-General Dwight 
knew, or ought to have known, to bea reiterated and willful misrepre-, 
sentation of facts. This at or near the headquarters First Division, 
Nineteenth Corps, in the latter part of September and the early part 
of October, 1864. 

Specification 17th.—Iv. this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, com- 
manding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, without having availed 
himself of the proper means of accurate information by personal 
presence with his troops on the field of battle for any considerable 
length of time during the battle of the 19th of September, near Win- 
chester, Va., did nevertheless, in his official report and supplementary 
report concerning the same, make statements which were unnecessarily 
untrue, and did also make sweeping and unnecessarily untrue and 
slanderous aspersions against troops not under his command. This at 
or near the headquarters Wirst Division, Nineteenth Corps, about the 
latter part of September and the early part of October, 1864. 

CHARGE 2D.—Neglect of duty on the field of battle. 

Specification 1st—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, com- 
manding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did neglect and fail to give 
his proper personal attention to the troops under his command and to 
be personally present with them during any considerable length of time 
on the battle-tield near Winchester, Va., on the 19th of September, 
1864, when and while his command was engaged with the enemy. 

Specification 2d.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, com- 
manding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, atthe battle of the 19th 
of September, 1864, near Winchester, Va., neglect and fail to cause his 
command, then engaged with the enemy, to be properly supplied with 
ammunition, and to such an extent as to render it necessary for the com- 
manding officer of the Second Division, Nineteenth Corps, to cause to 
be issued to the First Division, Nineteenth Corps, commanded by the 
ie Brigadier-General Dwight, 35,000 rounds of ammunition, more or 
ess. 

Witnesses: Brevet Major-General Emory, U. S. Volunteers; Brig. 
Gen. C. Grover, U.S. Volunteers; Brig. Gen. H. W. Birge, U.S. Volun- 
teers; Col. David Shunk, Highth Indiana Volunteers; Col. EK. L. Molineux, 
One hundred aiid fifty-ninth New York Volunteers; Col. Daniel Macau- 
ley, Hleventh Indiana Volunteers; Colonel Porter, Fourteenth Maine 
Volunteers ; Lieutenant-Colonel ilsley, Tweltth Maine Volunteers; Major 
Thurber, Seventy-fiftth New York Volunteers; Colonel Farr, Twenty- 
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sixth Massachusetts Volunteers; Captain Fiske, aide-de-camp, First Bri- 
gade, Second Division; Captain Ripley, Fourteenth New Hampshire 
Volunteers; Lieutenant Wright, acting assistant adjutant-general, First 
Brigade, Second Division; Captain Goddard, acting assistant quarter- 
master, First Brigade, Second Division; Captain Hall, Fourteenth New 
Hampshire Volunteers; Lieutenant-Colonel Charles, Eighteenth Indi- 
ana Volunteers; Lieutenant-Colonel Wilds, Twenty-fourth Iowa Volun- 
teers; Major Wright, Twenty-fourth Iowa Volunteers; Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Wilson, Twenty-eighth Iowa Volunteers; Major Meyer, Twenty- 
eighth Iowa Volunteers; Lieutenant-Colonel Kenny, Eighth Indiana 
Volunteers; Major Polk, Kighth Indiana Volunteers; Colonel Love, One 
hundred and sixteenth New York Volunteers; Captain Clark, One hun- 
dred and sixteenth New York Volunteers; Major Curtis, One hundred 
and fourteeuth New York Volunteers; Major Hart, One hundred and 
fifty-ninth New York Volunteers, acting assistant inspector-general, 
Second Division; Captain Hibbert, assistant adjutant-general, Second 
Division; Lieutenant Benedict, One hundred and fifty-sixth New York 
Volunteers, acting ordnance officer, Second Division, Nineteenth Corps; 
Brigadier-General McMillan, U. 8. Volunteers. 

Note.—And many others whose names will be appended in due time. 


Supplementary specifications to charge 2d against Brig. Gen. William 
Dwight, U. S. Volunteers. 


Specification 1st.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U.S. Vol- 
unteers, commanding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, while the 
troops of his command were engaged in battle with the enemy and 
hard pressed and in a critical part of the day, go to the rear beyond 
the presence of his troops and beyond the falling of the shot of the 
enemy, aud in a place of comparative safety, and did remain there, to- 
gether with his staff, or a part of it, and eat his dinner or lunch. This 
at the battle of the 19th of September, 1864, near Winchester, Va. 

Specification 2d.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U.S. Vol- 
unteers, commanding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, having, during 
the battle of the 19th of September, 1864, near Winchester, Va., absented 
himself for a considerable length of time from the presence of his troops 
and from the presence of the commanding general.of the corps, did fail 
to inform the commanding general of the corps or the commanding 
ofticers of his troops in the presence of the enemy as to where he might 
be found, thes making it necessary for the commanding officer of the 
corps to habitually give and send orders direct to the commanding offi- 
cers of his, Brigadier-General Dwight’s, troops, in the presence of the 
enemy, and making it necessary for the senior colonel of his First Bri- 
gade to assume command of the same and give such orders as, in his 
opinion, the exigencies of the battle required. 

SUPPLEMENTARY CHARGHE.—Misbehavior before the enemy. 

Specification 1st.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U.S. Vol- 
unteers, commanding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, while the 
troops of his command were engaged in battle with the enemy and hard 
pressed and in a critical part of the day, go to the rear beyond the pres- 
ence of his troops and beyond the falling of the shot of the enemy, in a 
place of comparative safety, and did remain there the greate? part of 
the time, or a great length of time, between the hours of 12 m. and 3.30 
p.m. This at the battle of the 19th of September, 1864, near Win- 
chester, Va. 
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Specification 2a.—In this: That Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U.S. Vol- 
unteers, commanding First Division, Nineteenth Corps, did, while the 
troops ot his command were engaged with the enemy and hard pressed 
and in a critical part of the day, go to the rear beyond the presence of 
his troops and beyond the falling of the shot of the enemy, and in a 
place of comparative safety, and did remain there, together with his 
staff, or a part of it, and eat his dinner or lunch, This at the battle of 
the 19th of September, 1864, near Winchester, Va. 

Additional witnesses to charges and supplementary charges: Colonel 
Davis, One hundred and fifty-third New York Volunteers; Captain 
Turner, Twenty-ninth Maine Volunteers; Capt. J. G. Leete, acting 
assistant adjutant-general, First Division; Lieut. T. C. Otis, aide-de- 
camp, Second Division; Captain Finley, mustering officer, Second 
Division. 


Hpgrs. First Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 15, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. KINGSBURY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Str: I was yesterday, at a late hour in the afternoon, arrested, by 
command of Major-General Emory, on certain charges and _ specifica- 
tions preferred against me by Brigadier-General Grover, U.S. Volun- 
teers. A copy of the charges and specifications was served on me this 
afternoon. The first of these charges relates entirely to certain state- 
ments in an official report made by me of the part taken by the First 
Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, in the actions of September 19 and 
22, at the battles of Winchester and Visher’s Hill. I trust that the 
attention of the major-general commanding the army has been called 
to this report. In regard to this charge and the specifications attached 
thereto, I have only to say that I can produce full and satisfactory evi- 
dence that every statement made in my report is true, although these 
statements have been cited against me in the specifications to this 
charge. I shall produce witnesses to the facts. from among officers of 
my own division. General Grover has appended in his list of witnesses 
officers of his own division who left the field of battle, and who are 
known to have left it by every officer of my division who was ordered 
to the rear on any duty. With regard to the second charge, the.con- 
duct of my division in the battle of Winchester is a sufficient reply to 
any charge of neglect of duty on my part. The additional charge is 
too absurd to merit a reply from me. It is the result of passion and 
malice—too evidently so, in the fact that it is the result of my report 
and not of my conduct, for me to treat it with anything but contempt. 
I have been officially informed that I was placed in arrest on account 
of the additional charges and the additional specifications. That they 
were made two days atter the original charges and specifications were 
handed in 1s sufficient evidence that they were prepared rather through 
the blindness of passion than with any regard to the good of the serv- 
ice. My whole military career is my sufficient vindication against these 
charges. I desire that I may not be deprived of the privilege of com- 
manding this division throughout the period of active operations in 
Virginia through such means as have been used to deprive me of that 
command, I therefore respectftlly request of the major-general com- 
manding this army that I may be relieved from my present arrest and 
be again placed in command of my division, a command to which I was 
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assigned, after mature deliberation, by Maj. Gen. E. BR. S. Canby, com- 
manding Military Division of West Mississippi, and that these charges 
against me may be tried at as early a date as possible after active 
operations shall have ceased, I have the honor, further, to request of 
the major-general commanding this army a personal interview, that I 
may make to him such statements as are essential to a full understand: 
ing of this case on his part. 
Very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
WM. DWIGHT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpars. First Drytston, NINETEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Cedar Oreek, Va., October 21, 1864. 
Brevet Major-General Emory, 
Commanding Detachment Nineteenth Army Corps : 

GENERAL: To promote harmony in the corps [I am willing to with- 
draw my report of the engagements of the 19th and 22d of September, 
at Winchester and Fisher’s Hill, and respectfully request that all the 
papers may be returned to me. 

I have the honor to be, general, your most obedient servant, 
WM. DWIGHT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hp@Rs. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 24, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DWIGHT, 
Commanding First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that in pursuance of the 
request of the brevet major-general commanling, the charges and speci- 
fications preferred against you by Brig. Gen. C. Grover have been 
returned to the brevet major-general commanding. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DUNCAN 8S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. First Div., 19111 ARMY CORPS, 
No. 50. ) Near Strasburg, Va., September 21, 1864. 

The brigadier-general commanding congratulates the division on 
their share in the battle of the 19th, near Winchester. The style in 
which you repulsed the attacks of the enemy when the troops in front 
of you gave way is worthy of all praise. It was the same enemy you 
had beaten back at Sabine Cross-Roads and Pleasant Hill, and you 
treated him in the same manner. You have again shown that order, 
firmness, and courage will always prevent the enemy’s breaking your 
lines. You also found that the same order and firmness enabled you 
to break the lines of the enemy. Confusion and unsteadiness alone 
lead to a repulse. You have lost some of your best officers and most 
beloved comrades. The untarnished honor of the First Division is 
their reward. They are happy in the arms of victory. 

By command of Brigadier-General Dwight: 

J. G. LEEFE, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Hpers. First Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 
Maj. O. H. CuRTIS: ; 
Sir: Lam directed by the brigadier-general commanding the division 
to express to the officers and men of the One hundred and fourteenth 
New York Volunteers his high appreciation of the noble conduct dis- 
played and signal services rendered by the regiment on the 19th instant, 
during the engagement at Winchester. The loss sustained but too 
clearly attests the position held and the devotion shown by the regi- 
ment that day, exposed as it was for three hours to a heavy cross-fire 
of musketry dnd artillery. The general, while regretting the séverity 
of the loss, rejoices that so gallant a body of men is attached to the 
division under his command. You are requested to publish this to 
your command. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. LEEFE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 82. 


Report of Brig. Gen. James W. McMillan, U. 8. Army, commanding 
First Division, of operations October 19. 


Hpgrs. First Diviston, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Cedar Oreek, Va., October 19, 1864. 

Str: I beg leave to submit the following report of the part taken in 
the battle of this date near Cedar Creek, Va., by the First Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps, temporarily under my command: 

At about 5 a. m. I was awakened by the sentinel before my tent, who 
reported an attack on our pickets. On getting up I heard rapid firing 
on the extreme left of the position of the Eighth Corps and constantly 
increasing in rapidity. I at once ordered my command under arms, 
and proceeded to report to the brevet major-general commanding, whom 
I found on General Grover’s front, at a point nearest the enemy’s 
attack. Our extreme left was rapidly: giving way before irresistible 
force, and I was at once ordered by General Emory to put my Second 
Brigade, whith was entire, in reserve, in position on General Grover’s 
left and nearly perpendicular to his line of intrenchments, for the pur- 
pose of checking the enemy, who were evidently rapidly advancing to 
the rear of and perpendicular to our position. I put the Second Bri- 
gade, Colonel Thomas, into the position indicated, occupying a deep 
ravine and thick copse of wood, from whence it was soon driven by 
overwhelming force, but not until completely flanked and nearly one- 
third of its members were killed, wounded, or captured; but in the 
meantime the troops on the extreme left, that were rapidly being sur- 
rounded, were enabled to make their escape through the line thus 
formed, from what seemed inevitable destruction or capture, and pass 
to the rear and reform their confused ranks. As soon as aware of the 
magnitude of the attack I rode rapidly to the First Brigade, Colonel 
Davis commanding, and after ordering the One hundred and sixteenth 
New York anid the One hundred and fifty-third New York to hold their 
position on the hill as long as tenable, I put the Thirtieth Massachu- 
setts, Captain Shipley, and the One hundred and fourteenth New York, 
Major Curtis, in line of battle about 400 yards in the rear of the Second 
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Brigade, for the purpose of holding the position in which they were 
placed and form a junction with the Sixth Corps. They held the posi- 
tion stubbornly and quite as long as it was necessary for the purpose 
for which they were put in position, when they fell back in good order 
and rejoined their brigades. The advance of the enemy along our 
intrenchments was so rapid as to prevent Captain Taft, commanding 
Fifth New York Battery, from bringing off three pieces of artillery, 
which, I regret to report, fell temporarily into the hands of the enemy, 
but without the caissons, which were safely brought off, as was one of 
the guns. The two regiments left on the fortified hill held their posi- 
tion until all other troops had passed to the rear, and the enemy were 
passing to their rear and left, when they fell back to the brigade line, 
when the whole brigade fell back, fighting all the way to a line in con- 
tinuation of the line of the Sixth Corps, where a stand of nearly one 
hour was made; then the whole line to my left began to fall back slowly, 
but in tolerable order. I fell back also, but constantly occupied a posi- 
tion in line in advance of all troops in sight on my left. We continued 
to fall back for a distance of 1,200 yards and about 2,000 yards to the 
rear of my camp, when the whole line halted and we continued in line 
for probably forty-five minutes, during which time Colonel Thomas, with 
the remnant of the Second Brigade, joined me, and I put him in rear of 
the First Brigade in a second line. At the time above referred to Gen- 
eral Grover, accompanied by a staff officer, rode up to me and notified 
me that Major-General Wright ordered the whole line to fall back to a 
position to be indicated or selected afterward. We at once commenced 
a movement as directed, which was continued for a distance of 1,000 
yards, when we halted and formed a line of battle in a good position 
apparently, and by order of Brevet Major-General Emory fortified it 
partially with rails and logs. 

In moving from the last position I was directed to conform to Gen- 
eral Grover’s movements, inclining to the right in retreat. After occu- 
pying the last-mentioned line from thirty-five to sixty minutes General 
Emory directed me to be ready to continue the move to the rear in 
accordance with instructions from Major-General Wright, constantly 
inclining to the right, gaining ground toward the Winchester pike, and 
completing connection with the Sixth Corps. This move was continued 
for about 2,500 yards, when the whole line in my view again halted for 
about twenty minutes, when I received an order from General Emory 
to face about and reoccupy as rapidly as possible the position last 
abandoned. After moving about 900 yards in the direction from 
whence we came, the command was halted a few minutes, when it again 
moved to the front and left nearly one mile, when we again were 
halted, and after forming line of battle in a heavy wood began to 
fortify as best we could. While on the march last referred to Major- 
General Sheridan made his appearance, and was most heartily cheered 
along the whole line, as far as I could observe. The officers and men 
seemed at once to recover from a kind of lethargy—for it was no 
panic—into which the reverses of the early part of the day had thrown 
them, and by the time the commanding general had perfected his 
arrangements for attacking the enemy the men were in as good mental 
condition to fight as at any period when victory encouraged and 
stimulated, though much fatigued by the incessant labors performed 
from the hour of attack until between 3 and 4 p.m. While laying in 
the position last referred to, at about 1 p.m. the enemy made a light 
attack on the First Division and a portion of the line to my left, but 
were easily repulsed. During the whole day I occupied the extreme 
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right of the line when advancing, consequently the extreme lett when 
retreating. The fighting of the division was as good as I could wish it 
at all times, and at all times while retreating was in rear of the line oft 
the whole of our force inmy view. So much was the Nineteenth Corps 
to the rear in the retreat that when about 1,800 yards from our camp 
1 expressed to General Grover fears that the enemy would get between 
us and the Sixth Corps. He expressed a similar apprehension, and 
said, “ We must keep a sharp lookout for that.” Had there been con- 
cert of action through our whole force, I believe there was no time after 
we formed on the line of the position of the Sixth Corps that I could 
not have driven the enemy in my front without difficulty. While I 
was constantly driven back, I do not believe my command was at any 
time whipped, in its own opinion, or unwilling to turn and attack the 
enemy, assuming the offensive instead of the defensive. About 2 p. 
m. General Dwight resumed command of the First Division; I, conse- 
quently, of the Second Brigade, though after resuming the offensive, 
and the command advanced on the enemy after driving them from a 
naturally strong position, covered by dense woods and temporarily 
fortified with rails, having to charge across an open field about 400 
yards, the Second Brigade encountered a most murderous fire from 
hidden enemy on the right and rear. At this critical moment I wheeled 
the Second Brigade, and by Colonel Davis’ assistance, two of his regi- 
ments to the right, forming a line perpendicular to the one of direct 
attack, and in a few moments drove the enemy flying from his cover. 
After moving to the right a short distance, I again began to get my 
command in its former position, to the left and front, when Major- 
General Sheridan rode up and told me to move to the left, so as to 
complete the line as when it first advanced. 

So rapidly had we driven the enemy that a horseman could with diffi- 
culty get through the woods as rapidly. After changing the direction 
of the troops, by direction of Major Forsyth, of Major-General Sheri- 
dan’s staff, I halted my command to wait for General Custer to get 
into position to protect my right, when I again ordered an advance 
through a thick wood, well filled with rebels, but so impetuous was the 
advance that I was left nearly out of sight in the thick woods. When 
I got through the woods I found I was a long distance ahead of our 
forces, and under fire at short-range of a section of the enemy’s guns. 
Having advanced so rapidly to the front and left, the First Divis- 
ion appeared to move into the fire of a battery I afterward learned 
belonged to the Sixth Corps. I at once sent my aide, Lieutenant 
MeMillan, who met Major French, of General Emory’s staff, who accom- 
panied him to request the battery to stop. On reaching the Sixth Corps 
they were informed that word had already been sent the battery com- 
mander, but the officer commanding the infantry requested my aide to 
go to Major-General Wright with the request, but on approaching the 
battery learned it had already ceased firing. At this point the whole 
rebel force was apparently flying in utter confusion from the field, and 
I could have captured many prisoners, but the men were too much 
fatigued to advance rapidly. So rapid had been our advance, that when 
we came on the open fields near the pike the left of our line appeared 
to be nearly 1,500 yards to the rear, though driving the enemy appar- 
ently as rapidly as we. 

In conclusion, I must claim that the fighting of the First Division was 
unsurpassed, if equaled, by any. 

To the officers of my command, during the whole day, I desire to offer 
most grateful thanks for their cheerful obedience of orders and exhibi- 
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tion of gallantry in leading their commands. To Captain Leefe, espe- 
cially, of, General Dwight’s staff, | am under great obligations for the 
prompt and gallant manner in which he discharged his responsible 
duties during the time I was in command of the division. I cheerfully 
commend the entire division staft for the efficient manner in which all 
duties required of it were performed while under my command. Of my 
own staft I cannot speak too highly. Of Captain Lynch, especially, I 
cannot speak too highly in commendation of his gallantry and activity. 
Though his term of service had expired, and he entitled to be mustered 
out of the service several days previous, he was ever at his post and in 
the hottest fire, cheering the men forward while advancing or cautioning 
them to move slowly while retreating. F must also call the attention of 
my commanding ofticers to the gallantry displayed by Colonel Davis, 
commanding First Brigade, and’ Colonel Thomas, commanding the 
Second Brigade. Both of these officers, at all times while under my 
command, displayed gallantry of the highest order, and I cannot too 
earnestly recommend them for promotion. 

The losses of my brigade are as follows: Four officers and 77 men 
killed; 19 officers and 233 men wounded; 2 officers in the hands of the 
enemy; 182 men missing, most of whom are in the hands of the enemy; 
making a total loss of 517 officers and men.* 

While approaching my camp of the morning, driving the enemy in 
confusion, I received orders from Brevet Major-General Emory and from 
Brigadier-General Dwight to follow the enemy to Cedar. Creek and 
reoceupy my old camp. When in camp about one hour | received orders 
to move at once to Strasburg and occupy a position, holding the towa 
and vast quantities of property abandoned by the enemy, including 
many guns, caissons, wagons, ambulances, besides large quantities of 
other ordnance and quartermaster’s stores. 


Respectfully submitted. 
JAS. W. McMILLAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maj. DUNCAN S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 83. 


Report of But. Brig. Gen. George L. Beal, Twenty-ninth Maine Infantry, 
commanding First Brigade, of operations September 19-22. 


Hpgrs. First Bric., First Div., 19TH ARMY CORPS, 
Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to report the part taken by the First 
Brigade, First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, in the battles of Win- 
chester and Fisher’s Hill, which occurred respectively on the 19th and 
22d of the present month: ian 

On the morning of the 19th the brigade marched from the vicinity of 
Berryville in the direction of Winchester. The position assigned to 
the brigade in the order of march was immediately in rear of the Sec- 
ond Division, of the Nineteenth Corps. On arriving in the vicinity of 
the battle-field the brigade was formed in column of regiments at full 
distance in rear of the Fourth Brigade, of the Second Division, and a 


* But see revised table, p. 133. 
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body of skirmishers, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Strain, 
One hundred and fifty-third New York, were thrown out to cover our 
right flank. The line of battle formed by the Second Division, of the 
Nineteenth Corps, was in prolongation of the line of the Sixth Corps, 
and the Fourth Brigade of that division held the extreme right of the 
front line of battle. At about 11.30 a. m. the whole line advanced to- 
ward the battle lines of the enemy. The First Brigade advanced in 
column of regiments through a piece of woods in rear of and within 
supporting distance of the Fourth Brigade, Second Division. On arriv- 
ing at a point within 300 yards of the front of this piece of woods, the 
lines of the Fourth Brigade were discovered to be broken and falling 
back in disorder. At this juncture I gave the command to my brigade 
to deploy into line, which was quickly executed, notwithstanding the 
difficulty occasioned by small bodies of the Fourth Brigade hurrying 
to the rear. The brigade having formed line, I advanced it in front of 
the woods to a position selected by Brigadier-General Dwight, command- 
ing the division. We there opened fire on the enemy, who were steadily 
pressing forward after the retreating force which had been in our front. 
The fire from my brigade checked the advance of the enemy. Soon 
after information was brought to me from the skirmish line on the right 
flank that the enemy had placed a battery in position there, and that 
a body of his troops were making a demonstration on that flank. I 
immediately reported this fact to Brigadier-General Dwight, who ordered 
me to make such a disposition of my brigade as would protect the right 
flank. To do this I moved the Twenty-ninth Maine and Thirtieth 
Massachusetts, of my brigade, and the Forty-seventh Pennsylvania 
which had just then reported to me, into line of battle established per- 
pendicularly to the frontline. My brigade held the positions described 
until about 3 p. m., when it was relieved by regiments of General 
Crook’s command. The One hundred and fourteenth, One hundred 
and sixteenth, and One hundred and fifty-third New York, which held 
the front line, were commanded by Colonel Davis, of the One hundred 
and fifty-third New York Volunteers, after I had moved the balance 
of the brigade to the right. Immediately after being relieved, Colonel 
Davis moved these three regiments to the left on the front line, where 
I immediately after joined him with the remainder of the brigade and 
the Forty-seventh Pennsylvania. At this time the enemy were falling 
back at all points, and my brigade, with the balance of the corps, were 
moved forward in pursuit. The pursuit was contipued by the infantry 
nai night-fall, when it was ordered into bivouac near the Front Royal 
pike. 

The folowing morning we moved with the balance of the command 
to Strasburg, where we arrived that evening. The operations of my 
brigade on the 21st were in conjunction with the remainder of the army 
in feeling of the position of the enemy at Fisher’s Hill. The brigade 
moved from its bivouac ground near Strasburg on the morning of the 
22d at 4a. m. toward Fisher’s Hill, and at daybreak had established 
its line on the left of the First Division, of the Sixth Corps, and com- 
menced the work of constructing log breast-works. At 12m. I received 
an order from General Dwight to send a force to capture a range of 
lightly fortified positions, held by a strong skirmish line of the enemy. 
Four companies of the Thirtieth Massachusetts, under command of 
Captain Tremain, together with a body of skirmishers from my _ bri- 
gade, which had been fighting the enemy’s skirmishers during the 
morning, were ordered to report to Captain Kinney, of my staff, who 
was charged with the execution of the order. Captain Kinney assem- 
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bled the skirmishers at the point from which thé charge was to be made, 
and was then notified by the adjutant-general of the division that the 
One hundred and sixteenth New York, under command of Colonel Love, 
was coming forward to assist in the work. At this juncture the One 
hundred and sixteenth came rapidly forward in line and, together with 
the command of Captain Tremain, dashed forward after the skirmish- 
ers led by Captain Kinney, and drove the enemy from their positions. 
Immediately after these positions were taken the remainder of the bri- 
gade was moved out, and the line of breast-works extended. This line 
was held until a few minutes before 6 p.m., when a genéral charge. 
toward Fisher’s Hill was made by the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps, in 
which my brigade led the advance of the Nineteenth Corps. The 
enemy having been completely routed, we moved forward in pursuit. 
The pursuit continued until daylight the folowing morning. 

I feel it my duty to state that the severest fighting done by my bri- 
gade in the battle near Winchester was by the’ One hundred and 
fourteenth, One hundred and sixteenth, and One hundred and fifty- 
third New York, which held the front line. The subjoined list of 
casualties describes more clearly than words can the heroism displayed 
by the officers and men of these gallant regiments. The other regi- 
ments of the brigade behaved equally as well, but being in a less ex- 
posed position did not suffer so severely. The gallant behavior of Col- 
onel Davis, of the One hundred and fifty-third New York, on whom the 
command of the three regiments in the front line temporarily devolved, 
is deserving of special mention. On this occasion, as on all others, he 
has displayed the qualities of a brave and efficient officer. 

The following is a statement of the casualties in the regiments com- 
posing the brigade.* 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE L. BEAL, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Capt. J. G. LEEFE, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Div., Nineteenth Army Corps. 


No. 84. 


Report of Brig. Gen. James W. McMillan, U. 8S. Army, commanding 
Second Brigade, of operations September 19. 


Hpars. Second Bric., First Div., 19tH ARMY CoRPs, 
Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to transmit a report of the part taken by this 
brigade in the battle of Winchester, September 19: _ 

When about one mile ard a half west of Opequon Creek, in accord- 
ance with orders, I put the brigade in position in echelon to the left 
and rear of the First Brigade, with five companies of the lorty-seventh 
Pennsylvania Regiment deployed on the right flank of the position as 
skirmishers, with orders to advance by the left flank with the division. 
In this position, to the right and rear of the Second Division, we 
advanced about one mile, when I moved rapidly to the extreme right, 
and not finding any skirmish line on my right, I immediately deployed 
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the remaining fow companies of the Forty-seventh Pennsylvania. 
About this time I received an order from Gen2ral Mmory to move 
rapidly to the left, to support the left of the Second Division, which was 
said to be giving way before the enemy. I formed line in rear of the 
left of Second Division, and in a few minutes, at about noon, by order 
of General Emory, I relieved Colonel Molineux’s brigade of the Second 
Division, with the Eighth Vermontand Twelfth Connecticut, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Peck, commanding Twelfth Connecticut, having been fatally 
wounded by a piece of shell while forming his line preparatory to 
advancing and relieving Colonel Molineux. 

The Eighth and Twelfth advanced at double-quick in good style, and 
immediately became hotly engaged with the enemy. While making 
disposition of the Eighth and Twelfth, the One hundred and sixtieth 
New York, which I had ordered to advance onthe right of the Twelfth, 
in the woods on its right, was moved to the right and put into action 
with the First Brigade, as I afterward learned, by order of General 
Dwight. Between 2 and 3 p. m. the One hundred and sixtieth returned 
to its position where I had left it, and after being supplied with ammu- 
nition I advanced it to relieve the Twelfth, which was getting short of 
ammunition. When it was almost to the Twelfth the Eighth Corps 
charged the rebel left and broke it, and as soon as it was discovered by 
Colonel Thomas, Eighth Vermont, he ordered a charge by the Kighth 
and Twelfth into the woods in front, which was made in splendid style, 
driving the rebels completely out of the woods several hundred yards 
to a stone wall, where they formed a temporary lodgment. General 
Emory ordered me not to letthe Eighth and Twelfth charge into the 
timber, but they went so rapidly I could not stop them until they were 
in the edge of the woods, when I ordered the One hundred and sixtieth 
forward to their support, and advanced through the woods to the 
opposite edge, when I was met by a most murderous volley from the 
enemy behind the stone wall. iLordered the Eighth and Twelfth to halt 
at the edge of the woods, and there relieved the Twelfth with the One 
hundred and sixtieth, and ordered the Twelfth to -fall back and get 
ammunition and join the command as soon as possible. As soon as I 
determined to continue the advance commenced by my regiments 
without orders, I notified General Emory also that I could hold the 
woods. While reporting to General Emory, General Dwight was on the 
right, where I could not report to him. By request of General Crook I 
moved my regiments to the left,so as to enfilade the enemy behind the 
stone fence, and in conjunction with General Upton, of the Sixth Corps, 
soon drove them with heavy loss. After this my command was not 
again engaged, the enemy not making a stand north of Winchester 
afterward. 

My loss was heavy in officers, and among them Lieutenant-Colonel 
Peck, a gallant officer and a polished gentleman, fatally wounded by a 
fragment of a shell while preparing to go into action. I deeply sympa- 
thize with his many friends in their distress for his loss. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Van Petten was wounded early in the action quite painfully, 
but like the gallant soldier he is did not leave the field until after the 
enemy had. 

While all did well, officers and men, I should not do justice to my 
conviction of duty did I fail to mention Colonel Thomas, Eighth Ver- 
mont, for his gallantry and coolness at all times. é 

My staff did their duty in a most efficient and gallant style. Lieuten- 
ant Witherell, acting aide-de-camp and provost-marshal, was the only 
one struck, and he but slightly. 
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The losses of my brigade are as follows: 


togiment. Killed. | Wounded.| Missing. 


47th Pennsylvania Volunteers ............-.---+ eter Aaa eno eee | : 
8th Vermont 
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Grand total, 183. 


Before closing this report I must mention the gallant conduct of 
Capt. A. G. Goodwin, of the Thirteenth Maine, who, having joined the 
brigade from hospital after his regiment had gone home on veteran 
furlough, was assigned to duty, at his request, in the One hundred and 
sixtieth New York, and is mentioned by the commanding officer of that 
regiment for most gallant conduct. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JAS. W. McMILLAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Capt. J. G. LEEFE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 85. 


Reports of Capt. Sidney E. Clark, Twelfth Connecticut Infantry, of 
operations September 19 and 22. 


HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Strasburg, Va., September 22, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following account of the part 
taken by this regiment in the engagement near Winchester, Va., on the 
19th, and list of casualties: 

The regiment was moved to the front and formed in the second line of 
battle, under command of Lieut. Col. Frank H. Peck, at about 12 m., 
under a brisk fire of the enemy’s artillery and infantry; were then 
moved to the left and right on this line several times, owing to con- 
tlicting orders. Our position being established, we awaited further 
orders. About this time (1 p.m.) Lieutenant-Colonel Peck was mor- 
tally wounded by a fragment of shell. I then assumed command and 
the regiment was immediately ordered to move to the first line and 
relieve a part of Colonel Molineux’s brigade. of the Second Division, 
which order we executed at the double-quick, passing through the line 
of the Fourteenth New Hampshire and opening fire on the enemy. 
This position we held for three or four hours, exposed to a galling fire 
of the enemy’s infantry, who were advantageously posted in a belt of 
woods in our immediate front. Nearly our whole loss occurred in this 
position. Upon hearing sharp firing on our right flank (enemy appar- 
ently falling back), Colonel Thomas, commanding Highth Vermont, sug- 
gested to me that we charge them. My command being then out of 
ammunition, and having no orders from you, I hesitated, but Colonel 
Th. as being anxious, and in the enthusiasm of the moment we fixed 
bayonets, and, in company with the Eighth Vermont, moved at a 
double-quick, driving the enemy clear of the woods and holding them. 
Then received orders to halt and supply ourselves with ammunition. 


* But see revised table, p. 114. 
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Found it difficult to restrain the men from continuing the chase. The 
remainder of the day was spent in following up the routed enemy, with 
the brigade much of the time under a shell fire. 

Casualties: Killed—commissioned officers, 2; enlisted men, 5; total, 
7. Wounded—commissioned officers, 3; enlisted men, 60; total, 63. 
Missing—enlisted men, 1.* 

In regard to the conduct of officers and men I have to report that 
all did so well that it would be hardly consistent to particularize—always 
obeying orders. But I must mention Lieutenant-Colone! Peck, who 
labored hard to keep the line steady, and received his death wound in 
the saddle. His death is a severe and irreparable loss to the regiment. 
Lieutenants Bulkley and Steadman were brave and efficient officers, 
and men of unimpeachable moral character. Capt. J. D. Roche, Com- 
pany K, under arrest, volunteered for the day. He behaved nobly. 
He is generally a valuable officer. } 

The dry grass in our front caught fire during the engagement, 
thereby endangering our position; a volunteer was called for to put it 
out; Corp]. Augustine Gray, Company ©, did the hazardous duty. 

8S. E. CLARK, 
Captain, Comdg. Twelfth Regiment Connecticut Vol. Infantry. 

Capt. L. A. DICKINSON, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 1st Div., 19th Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS, 
Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report the following as the part taken by 
this regiment in the engagement at Fisher’s Hill on-the 22d instant: 
About 4 a. m. the regiment, with the brigade, was moved from its 
position near Strasburg to the right, taking up anew position on an 
elevation masked by thick woods; fortified and rested for orders. One 
hundred men, detailed the night before, were on the left of the picket- 
line near Strasburg, under command of Captain De Forest. They 
were constantly skirmishing with the enemy. At10 a.m. I was de- 
tailed as field officer of the day and assigned to that part of the line 
where our detachment was posted. I left the regiment in command 
of Capt. S. H. Granniss, Company B. All was quiet in the regiment 
the remainder of the day until the advance was ordered, when the 
regiment moved with the brigade, but orders being given by General 
MeMillan for Captain Granniss to report to me at Strasburg, they pro- 
ceeded no farther in that direction. The regiment arrived at junction 
of Manassas Gap Railroad and Strasburg pike about 7 p. m., went 
into bivouac after relieving the detachment, who had then been on the 
skirmish line over twenty-four hours. About 9 p. m. I received orders 
to withdraw our pickets and rejoin the brigade then in close pursuit of 
the enemy; moved from our place of bivouac at 10 p. m.; marched all 
night, The line of march being difficult and toilsome, the road block- 
aded by artillery, wagon-trains, and stragglers, we made but slow 
progress. We joined the brigade about 4.30 a. m. the next day. 
No casualties occurred during the day in the regiment. 
S. E. CLARK, 
Captain, Comdg. Twelfth Regiment Connecticut Vol. Infantry. 
Capt. L. A. DIcKINSoN, 
Actg. Asst, Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 1st Div., 19th Army Corps. 


* But see revised table, p. 114. 
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Report of Lieut. Col. George N. Lewis, Twelfth Connecticut Infantry, 
of operations October 19, 


CEDAR CREEK, VA., October 20, 1864. 

Srr: At dawn yesterday I heard heavy artillery and musketry firing 
on the left of my position and in the direction of the position of the 
Eighth Corps. I immediately ealled my command to attention and 
marched with the brigade to the lett to support the Eighth Corps, who 
were being vigorously attacked by the enemy. When we arrived in 
rear of the position occupied by the division on the right of the Eighth 
Corps we found them badly broken and in full retreat. We immedi- 
ately formed line of battle and checked the enemy until both flanks 
were lapped by the enemy, when we were forced to fall back two miles, 
which was done in the best order possible under the circumstances. 
At about 3 p.m. we were ordered to advance, attack the enemy, and 
reoccupy our former position, which was done in beautiful style, my 
right with its brigade having the extreme vight of the line. At sun- 
down we had occupied our former position and completely routed the 
enemy. 

The losses of my regiment were as follows: Killed—officers, 2; 
enlisted men, 20. _Wounded—officers, 5; enlisted men, 52. Missing, 93. 

The officers and men of my command deserve the greatest credit for 
their bravery and coolness in that trying conflict. 

Very respectfully, yours, &e., 
GEO. N. LEWIS, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Twelfth Regiment Connecticut Vols. 


Adjt. Gen. L. THOMAS, 
Washington, D. C. 


No. 87. 


Report of Lieut. John V. Grant, Fifth New York Battery, of operations 
September 19. 


In Posrrion AT STRASBURG, VA., 

September 21, 1564. 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken in the battle of the 19th instant by the Fifth New York Inde- 

pendent Battery: , 1 
At3a.m., on the 19th instant, I withdrew my guns from position 
near Berryville, and took up the line of march with the First Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps, for the Opequon. Crossing the Opequon about 
8 a. m. was ordered to follow the Second Brigade through the woods, 
but found it impossible to do so on account of the dense undergrowth 
and a deep ravine, so had to turn around and cut my way out of the 
woods again to the rear. About 2 p.m. was ordered by the chief of 
artillery to bring a section to the front; then went into position on the 
right of the Nineteenth Corps, then forming for a charge. K ired a few 
shells, and again moved forward with the Nineteenth Corps then 
charging; came into position four times, when the line halted. Again 
moved forward with the charging line to near Winchester, where IL 
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halted until about 6 p. m., when F was again ordered to join the First 
Division, and went into camp in rear of the Second Brigade, First 
Division, for the night. an 

Expended twenty-eight rounds of ammunition and had two horses 
wounded. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. V. GRANT, 
First Lieutenant, Commanding Battery. 
Capt. JOSEPH HIBBERT, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 88. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Cuvier Grover, U. S. Army, commanding Second 
Division, of operations September 19-23. 


Hpgrs. Seconp Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
October 1, 1864. 

Sir: For the Second Division, Nineteenth Corps, at the recent battles 
of the 19th last near Winchester and 22d last near Fisher’s Hill, Va., 
and the operations immediately connected therewith, I have the honor 
to make the following report: . 

At 2 a.m. on the 19th the division, being the advance of the Nine- 
teenth Corps, left its camp near Berryville and marched in the direc- 
tion of Winchester. When within about two miles of the Opequon 
ford, pursuant to orders, we halted to allow the Sixth Corps, moving 
on our right with its ordnance and ambulance train, to take the 
advance. Soon after daylight the firing of artillery and small-arms 
became quite rapid in the direction of Winchester, and I received 
orders to push forward, in advance of the before-mentioned train, with 
all practicable rapidity. Having arrived at the front, the division was 
rapidly formed in two lines of battle on the right of the Sixth Corps. 
General Birge’s (First) brigade formed the right and Colonel Sharpe’s 
(Third) brigade the left of the first line, with Colonel Shunk’s (Fourth) 
and Colonel Molineux’s (Second) brigade on the right and left, respect- 
ively, of the second line. In this order, at 11.45 a. m., in conjunction 
with the Sixth Corps on the left and the First Division in echelon on 
the right, the lines advanced over a country much broken, and quite 
densely wooded on our left, and soon encountered the enemy in strong 
position and force, with artillery well posted and served. The enemy’s 
first line was broken and driven in by our steady advance with consid- 
erable loss on our side, but without check. During this advance, 
owing to the nature of the ground and the greater obliquity of the 
movement on the left than could have been anticipated, an interval of 
some 400 yards occurred between the left of General Birge’s brigade 
and the right of Colonel Sharpe’s. I donot think, however, that in the 
general result this interval operated to our disadvantage, as it enabled 
us to cover greater distance to the right where the enemy nearly, out- 
flanked us in strong force. To prevent, however, the enemy from tak- 
ing any advantage of this interval Colonel Molineux’s brigade was 
ordered to advance from the second line and cover the opening. Upon 
the arrival of General Birge’s. brigade to an advantageous position, 
and in prolongation of the line held by the troops on the left, it was 
ordered to halt and lie down and await orders, but having driven the 
enemy from his first line, in the noise and excitement of the battle, 
thongh from my personal observation the officers without exception did 
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their duty, they were for a time unable to restrain the impetuosity of 
the ranks, and the whole brigade charged as a man and drovethe enemy 
some 300 yards beyond where its flanks were supported or could at that 
time receive the propersupport. Receiving a fire of artillery and small- 
arms upon front and flanks, of course it was obliged to retire. It did 
not do so, however, until the lines on the left had retired, including 
Colonel Sharpe’s brigade, which held its position until its left was 
exposed to the enemy’s advance by the falling back of the troops on 
his left. As the advance line retired the reserve line moved forward in 
front of the woeds from which we had at first debouched, and with the 
assistance of two sections of Captain Bradbury’s (First Maine) battery, 
held the enemy completely in check. Colonel Sharpe, commanding the 
Third Brigade, was severely wounded in the first advance, and the com- 
mand of his brigade devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Neafie, of the 
One hundred and fifty-sixth New York, who still held his command on 
the immediate right of the Sixth Corps. General Birge’s brigade 
reformed on our second line in the edge of the woods on our right, the 
Fourth Brigade holding the front on that flank, while Colonel Moli- 
neux’s held the advanced position on the left. This ground was hotly 
contested for some hours, and the enemy pressed heavily upon our right 
flank and annoyed our lines considerably by a battery which nearly 
enfiladed them. When the ammunition of these brigades was expended 
they were relieved by the First Division and resupplied themselves 
from the rear. 

I must make special mention here of the excellent service done by the 
Eleventh Indiana Volunteers, Colonel Macauley commanding, and the 
One hundred and thirty-first New York, Colonel Day commanding; the 
One hundred and fifty-sixth New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Neafie com- 
manding, and the First Maine Battery, Captain Bradbury commanding. 
None of the troops, however, who were here engaged failed to do their 
whole duty and to reflect credit upon the soldiership of the rank and file 
and upon the gallantry of their commanders. 

At a little after 3 p.m. General Crook’s command took position on 
our right and moved upon the enemy’s flank, and an advance of the 
whole line was immediately ordered and executed with alacrity. The 
enemy, though disputing the ground stubbornly with artillery, con- 
tinued to retire, inflicting at the same time but small loss upon our 
advancing lines. We bivouacked at dark for the night just beyond 
the town of Winchester. On the 20th the division marched to Stras- 
burg, and on the next day nothing worth mention occurred, except- 
ing a reconnaissance by the Ninth Counecticut, who found the enemy 
in some force on the other side of the Shenandoah and returned to 
camp about 9 p.m. The enemy was here in our front in strong posi- 
tion, with two lines of works. Karly on the 22d the army moyed to 
the immediate front of the works, the Second Division, Nineteenth 
Corps, on the extreme left. Hastily-made works were thrown up 
along the whole line, under the immediate direction of General Birge 
on the right and Colonel Molineux on the left. Constant though not 
heavy skirmishing, with some artillery practice, continued all the 
morning on both sides. To strengthen and shorten our lines it became 
necessary to drive in the enemy’s skirmishers and oecupy their 
lines. This was handsomely done by the One hundred and twenty- 
eighth New York Volunteers, Lientenant-Colonel Foster commanding, 
supported bythe One hundred and seventy-sixth New York Volunteers, 
Major Lewis commanding, after a most efficient and beneficial shell- 
ing from a battery under the immediate supervision of Captain Tatt, 
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chief of artillery of the corps, and one section of Captain Bradbury’s 
battery. A strong working party immediately commenced strength- 
ening the position thus seized, and though under a hot fire, especially 
of artillery, the line was nearly finished in its entire length when the 
order to advance was received along the whole line. Though the 
ground was very unfavorable for an advance, the troops pushed on with 
the greatest zeal and with all the rapidity possible, cheering, and with 
colors flying. The enemy, after firing a few rounds of artillery and 
doing some not very effective musketry firing, fled from behind their 
works, so closely followed up, however, as to be unable to take away 
their artillery or its ammunition. One company of the One hundred 
and seventy-sixth {New York], commanded by Captain Entwistle, was, 
I think, undoubtedly the first upon the works, and the captain took 
possession, with his company, of four pieces of artillery. He was so 
closely followed by the Twenty-eighth Iowa, Lieutenant-Colonel Wil- 
son commanding, that there could have been but a short interval of 
time between the arrival of bofh, but to Captain Entwistle, with his 
company, I think, is due the honor of first taking possession of the 
pieces. A large quantity of small-arms, too numerous to count or 
collect in the hurried pursuit of the enemy, were found scattered over 
the ground in rear of the works. We found our advance well into the 
works about dark, and I was ordered to push the advance of my 
division, without waiting to organize or collect those who had be- 
come separated in the hurry of the advance, upon the road taken 
by the enemy. A portion of Colonel Molineux’s brigade, being the 
nearest at hand, was hurried-to the front, and a line of skirmishers, 
consisting of the Eleventh Indiana Volunteers and One hundred and 
thirty-first New York Volunteers, were hastily thrown out on the left 
and right of the road, and the advance commenced. About 8.30 p. m. 
we caine upon the rear guard of the enemy, consisting, aS we were ill- 
formed by a prisoner, of the Sixth Georgia Volunteers. The firing 
between our skirmishers and the enemy was rapid, but of short dura- 
tion, the enemy retiring. The advance was continued without inter- 
ruption for about an hour, when again our skirmishers were checked 
by the enemy’s fire of musketry, supported by two pieces of artillery, 
well trained upon the road. Lines of battle were immediately hurried 
forward, but the enemy retreated and we saw no more of him during 
the night. I regret to say, that from some unaccountable misconcep- 
tion of our position in front by the troops in the rear, on both occasions 
when the skirmish line was fired upon by the enemy it was also fired 
upon by troops in the rear, notwithstanding every precaution was taken 
to prevent such an oceurrence. Our losses were not heavy during the 
night advance, but owing to the intense darkness and the broken char- 
acter of the country, the advance was very slow and extremely tedious. 
The immediate command of the skirmish line was conducted at first by 
Colonel Molineux, and, subsequently, by Colonel Macauley, to both of 
whom great credit is due for their zeal, activity, and success under very 
adverse circumstances. At about 4.30 a. m.on the 23d our advance 
reached Woodstock, about twelve miles from Strasburg, where the 
army bivouacked until 12 m. During the advance from Strasburg 
about 200 prisoners fell into our hands, and six wagons were abandoned 
and burnt on the road by the enemy. 

For list of casualties in both battles and in the advance to Wood- 
stock see appendix. 

For further details, 1 have the honor to inclose the reports of brigade 
commanders and the commander of the battery. 
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In closing this report I would respectfully ask the attention of the 
major-general commanding the corps to the gallantry in battle as shown 
by the success wherever placed and the heavy list of casualties con- 
sequent thereon of this command; also, in addition to the regiments and 
otticers specially mentioned in reports of brigade commanders and the 
commander of the battery, I would make mention for their gallantry and 
untiring zeal during the operations covered by this report of Briga- 
dier-General Birge, commanding First Brigade; Col. E. L. Molineux, 
commanding Second Brigade; Col. Jacob Sharpe, commanding Third 
Brigade, at Winchester, where he was severely wounded; Col. Dan. 
Macauley, commanding Eleventh Indiana Volunteers, and Third Bri- 
gade, after the absence of Colonel Sharpe; Colonel Day, commanding 
One hundred and thirty-first New York Volunteers; Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Neafie, commanding One hundred and fifty-sixth New York Volun- 
teers; Captain Bradbury, commanding First Maine Battery, and the 
following-named officers of my staft, viz, Capt. Joseph Hibbert, jr., 
assistant adjutant-general; Maj. R. McD. Hart, One hundred and fifty- 
ninth New York Volunteers, acting assistant inspector-general; Capt. 
H. A. Darling, commissary of subsistence; Capt. D. H. Finley, Thir- 
teenth Connecticut, mustering officer; Captain Rhoades, Third Mas- 
sachusetts Cavalry; Captain Curtis, provost-marshal; First Lieutenant 
Parsons, judge-advocate; First Lieut. T. C. Otis, aide-de-camp. 


APPENDIX. 


Numerical list of casualties in Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, in. the engagements 
at Winchester, Va., September 19, 1864, and Strasburg, Va., September 22, 1864. 
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* A large number of those above reported as missing are known to have been captured by the enomy 
on the field. . 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. GROVER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters Detachment Nineteenth Army Corps. 


* But see revised tables, pp. 115, 123, 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Henry W. Birge, U.S. Army, commanding Second 
Division, of operations October 19-21. 


Hpgrs. SEconD Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 28, 1864. 

‘Sir: Brevet Major-General Grover, commanding division, being tem- 
porarily absent on account of wounds received during the action of the 
19th instant, I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this command on that day and the 20th and 21st instant: 

Tuesday evening, October 18, orders were issued by General Grover 
to the First Brigade under my command, Second Brigade, Colonel 
Molineux, and Third Brigade, Colonel Macauley, to be in readiness to 
move at 5.30 the next morning, for the purpose of making a reconnais- 
sance toward Strasburg, the Fourth Brigade, Colonel Shunk, being 
directed to move forward and occupy as soon as vacated the line then 
held by the First and Third. In compliance with these orders the 
whole command was under arms in light marching order, and the First 
Maine Battery hitched up at 5 a. m. 19th instant, the relative position 
of the brigades being as follows: Four regiments of the Second Bri- 
gade, the First Brigade, and four regiments of the Third Brigade 
formed the first line from right to left as named, the right connecting 
with the First Division of this corps, the left reaching nearly to the 
pike. The remaining regiments of theeSecond Brigade and the Fourth 
Brigade formed the second line, the One hundred and seventy-fifth 
New York being detached from Third Brigade as guard to ammunition 
train, a picket-line of 350 men from Second and Third Brigades cov- 
ered the front, connecting with the picket-line of the First Division on 
the right and that of the Eighth Corps on the left. The First Maine 
Battery occupied commanding ground on the right of Third Brigade 
and in front of the Fourth. The whole position was very strong against 
attack from the front, and had been strengthened by earth-works 
thrown up along the front of the first line, the general direction of 
which was parallel to Cedar Creek, but was entirely commanded by 
the high ground on the left of the pike, occupied by the Eighth Corps, 
and was indefensible against an attack from that direction. About 
5.15 a, m. and before any of the troops had moved out on the projected 
reconnaissance, musketry firmg was heard, apparently on the left of 
the picket-line of the Eighth Corps, and soon after on our gwn picket- 
line in front. By direction of General Grover, the following disposi- 
tion of the forces under his command was promptly made: The first line 
occupied the works in their immediate front, sending out sharpshooters 
and skirmishers to the banks of the creek; the One hundred and sevy- 
enty-sixth New York and part of the One hundred and fifty-sixth New 
York, on the left of the Third Brigade, were thrown back nearly at a 
right angle with the brigade line, and the Fourth Brigade moved to the 
left, connecting with and forming on the prolongation of this-line; the 
Twenty-second Iowa and Third Massachusetts [Cavalry (dismounted)], 
from the Second Brigade, were moved to the left as support to the bat- 
tery. While these movements were being made, the firing in the direction 
of the Eighth Corps became very heavy and incessant, and our pickets 
in front were gradually driven back to the creek. As day dawned the 
enemy appeared in strong force on the high ground on the left of our 
position, from which he had forced back the Eighth Corps and rapidly 
advanced, his lines extending from the creek to our left and rear as far 
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as could be seen through the smoke and prevailing fog. The troops on 
the left, thus attacked in front and flank, made a stubborn resistance, 
and on the line of the Third Brigade a hand-to-hand conflict ensued, 
during which the colors of the One hundred and seventy-sixth and One 
hundred and fifty-sixth New York Regiments were seized by the enemy, 
but in both instances were torn from the flag-staffs and saved. At the 
same time a battery opened on our lines from the lett and another from 
the high ground in front and on the opposite side of the creek. Pressed 
by an overwhelming force, and having already lost very heavily, our line 
was forced back, retiring in good order, but leaving some prisoners in 
the hands of the enemy. Colonel Macauley, commanding the brigade, 
was severely wounded early in the engagement, and Major Hart, of 
General Grover’s staff, soon after received a wound from which he died 
the next morning. Lieutenant-Colonel Neafie, One hundred and fifty- 
sixth New York, took command of the Third Brigade. The enemy now 
made a desperate effort to secure the guns of the First Maine Battery, 
four of which were in their original position, and well and rapidly 
served, Lieutenant Haley commanding, the other section, under Lieu- 
tenant Morton, having been sent to the left. Lieutenant Haley was 
wounded, and Lieutenant Snow succeeded in getting all but two ecais- 
sons off the grounds, but was finally obliged to abandon one gun and 
three caissons, the horses being shot. Lieutenant Morton was killed and 
one gun of his section captured, but all were subsequently retaken. 
In the meantime the First Brigade and that part of the Second Brigade 
not engaged were holding their respective positions, but losing from 
infantry and artillery fire from front, flank, and rear. By order of Gen- 
eral Grover they now fell back, the First Brigade along the line of 
works, forming a new line on the crest of the hill to the right and per- 
pendicular to the original line, and holding it till turned bythe enemy, 
when it fell back to the hill previously occupied by a brigade of 
First Division. Making a short stand here, it was again pressed back, 
and again made a stand in an open field, with the Fourth Brigade on 
its left; having, in the efforts made to check the advance of the enemy, 
lost severely in killed and wounded and some prisoners. The Second 
Brigade moved out by the right flank and formed on the right of the 
Sixth Corps, taking advantage of every favorable position to halt and 
check the advancing enemy, which it did several times very gallantly. 
The Third Brigade withdrew more to the left, and being ordered to 
form on the right of division of the Sixth. Corps operated with it till 
about 10 o’clock, and about 11 joined this command. From the posi- 
tion taken by the brigades, as above described, they gradually retired, 
conforming to the movements of the army, and making stands at three 
different points until, between 10 and 11 o’clock, an advance was 
ordered, and the division moved some distance to the front, forming on 
the right of the Sixth Corps in two lines, the First and Second Bri- 
gades in the first, and the Fourth and Third (which came up about 
this time) [in] the second line; the First Division of this corps on the 
right. A strong skirmish line was deployed to the front, which was 
driven in about noon, and the enemy in strong force attacked our 
lines, but was effectually repulsed. He continued, however, to annoy 
us with his artillery, but inflicting slight loss. Soon after the repulse 
another advance was ordered, General Grover directing that the con- 
nection with the Sixth Corps should be maintained on the left, but 
the right pressed forward more rapidly, thus gradually swinging to 
the left. The troops advanced with the greatest impetuosity, under a 
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severe fire from the enemy’s infantry on the crest of a hill in front 
and an accurate and rapid fire from a battery on the hill beyond, drove 
him out and occupied the hill, where a halt was ordered. While 
holding this position, and shortly after gaining it, General Grover, 
who had been wounded early in the day, was again wounded in the 
arm, compelling him to leave the field, and I then took command of 
the division. About 4.30 p.m. I received orders from Brevet Major- 
General Emory to advance, and the troops again moved forward with 
the same gallantry and impetuosity as in the previous charge, the 
enemy retreating in great confusion and our forces pursuing without 
a halt till the camp which had been left in the morning was reached. 
By direction of the brevet major-general commanding the pursuit ter- 
minated here, and the division went into camp, each brigade occupying 
its original ground. At 8 p.m.,in compliance with orders from the 
brevet major-general commanding, the Fourth Brigade moved toward 
Strasburg and bivouacked for the night in rear of the First Division, 
occupying the town. 

At 7a. m. on the 20th the division marched to the heights overlook- 
ing Strasburg, and, by direction of General Emory, was placed in posi- 
tion, where it remained until 7 the next morning, 21st, when the whole 
division returned to its former camp on Cedar Creek. 

I inclose reports of brigade commanders, to which reference is in- 
vited, for more minute details of the part taken by each in the battle 
of the 19th than the limits of this report permit. 

A numerical list of thé casualties in the division is appended. A 
nominal list has been forwarded. 

Of the gallantry, steadiness, and good conduct of the troops of this 
division during the various and trying phases of the action of the 19th 
I cannot speak in too high terms. Every brigade kept its organization 
during the day, and with few exceptions the behavior of officers and 
men was all that could be asked for. Of the Second Brigade, oper- 
ating in connection with mine and moving on the same line, I am able, 
from personal observation, to speak with the highest commendation. 
In the Fourth Brigade every regimental commander was wounded. 
Of the desperate resistance to the advance of the enemy early in the 
day made by the Third Brigade I have already spoken. Its conduct 
during the advance in the afternoon was no less praiseworthy. I 
respectfully ask the attention of the brevet major-general commanding 
to the instances of individual heroism and meritorious conduct men- 
tioned in the reports of brigade commanders. 

To the members of General Grever’s staff, who reported to me for 
duty after he was wounded, my thanks are due for their efficient aid 
and support. Their gallantry on the field was conspicuous. To Capt. 
RK. A. Fiska, Thirtieth Massachusetts Volunteers, and Captain God- 
dard, Twelfth Maine Volunteers, of my own staff, I am very greatly 
indebted for untiring attention to their duties, performed with ability 
and good judgment, and their bravery in action deserves special men- 
tion. 

Respectfully, 
HENRY W. BIRGEH, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Second Division. 


Maj. DUNCAN S. WALKER, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Detachment Nineteenth Army Corps. 
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Numerical list of casualties in Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, in. the engage- 
ment of October 19, 1864, at Cedar Creek, Va. 


Killed. Wounded. Missing. | Total casualties, | Effective strength 
‘ next day. 
Troops. {7s ] >] > 1 " fe 
Troops 2 : Z ai Z 3 
o = ) . 
8 a . “a o #2 Lol oO . - oOo 7 = 
gigizjelei2leléizlel e212 2l¢\z 
Ola [eH io}/ a) a |S) a] a 16] Ss SS le Sh eljeats 
= aaah Sb . iy ; 
phn = staff.) 1 |... aw ead THESE R AES. 232 21. 2 
‘irst Brigade -| 2 | 26|28/ 9} 139| 148] 5| 176] 181/16] 341| 357| 57 | 1,447 | 1,504 
Second Bri 2/18} 20/13] 161] 174] 2| 90] 92/17] 969! See! 74] 1°366 ao 
gade. j 
Third Brigade-| 1} 19/20] 9] 82! 91] 3} 206) 209/13! 307) 320| 31| 763| 794 
Fourth Bri-| 3) 23/26/19| 184) 203/ 6) ‘97| 103/28] soe) 332) 41 | 1, 058 | 1, 090 
ade yi i 
First.Maine| 1} 2| 3!.1 16 17 8 8} 2 26 28 1 110 111 
Battery. 
Totai*...[10 | 88| 98 |52| 582, 634/16 | 577| 593 | 78 | 1,247 | 1,325 | 204 | 4, 744 | 4, 948 


No. 90. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Henry W. Birge, U. 8. Army, commanding First 
Brigade, of operations September 19-23. 


Hpars. First Bric., SEconD Div., 19TH ARMY CORPS, 
Harrisonburg, September 27, 1864. 


Str: I have the honor to report that this brigade moved from camp 
near Berryville at 2 a. m. September 19; marched through Berryville 
to within two miles of Winchester, and at 11 a.m. was assigned position 
by Brigadier-General Grover, commanding division. The line was 
formed from right to left as follows: Fourteenth New Hampshire Vol- 
unteers, Colonel Gardiner; Twenty-sixth Massachusetts, Colonel Farr; 
Twelfth Maine, Lieutenant-Colonel Isley; Fourteeenth Maine, Colonel 
Porter, and Seventy-fifth New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock. A 
strong skirmish line was advanced through and to the edge of a piece 
of woods in front of the position, and the Ninth Connecticut, Colonel 
Cahill, deployed 400 yards on the right cn a line perpendicular to the line 
of battle, with skirmishers in advance. Colonel Cahill was instructed 
to connect the left of his skirmish line with the right of the advanced 
skirmishers, and to conform to the movements of the brigade and main- 
tain his relative position by moving by a flank as the line advanced. 
The Third Brigade was in position on my left, and two regiments of 
Fourth Brigade on the right. At 11.45 a.m. received orders to move 
on the enemy, and immediately advanced through the woods before 
mentioned and into an open field about 500 yards in width; crossed 
this field under an artillery and infantry fire from the enemy in posi- 
tion in a belt of woods in front and extending to the right, and when 
within 200 yards charged with fixed bayonets at double-quick. Broke 
his line on the entire front of the brigade’ and drove him through and 
out of the woods. As the troops entered the woods I was ordered by 
General Grover to halt and hold that position and not to go farther 
into the woods, but the charge was so rapid and impetuous and the 
men so much excited by the sight of the enemy in full retreat before 
thein that it was impossible to execute the order, and the whole line 
pressed forward to the extreme edge of the timber, some 300 yards 
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beyond the enemy’s original position and to his rear on both flanks. 
The brigade was now far in advance of our own line and subjected to 
a severe and concentrated enfilading fire of artillery and infantry from 
the right and infantry from the left. In front the enemy were retreat- 
ing in great confusion, but immediately and simultaneously threw a 
heavy force on each flank. Meantime our forces on my left had been 
forced back, the movement commencing to the left and extending till 
it had reached the right of the Third Brigade. Under these cireum- 
stances, to hold the position was impossible, and the brigade fell back 
on the original skirmish line. Immediately after, the One hundred and 
thirty-first New York, Colonel Day, reported to me, and until the second 
advance held an advanced position in the field between the two lines. 
At4p.m.a second general advance was made, the One hundred and 
thirty-first New York and Thirty-eighth Massachusetts, Major Allen, 
forming the left of my line, which connected with the right of the Sixth 
Corps. My right, connecting with the Fourth Brigade of this division, 
advanced under a severe fire, particularly of artillery, the whole line 
pressing the enemy steadily back at all points. At 5 o’clock the enemy 
was in full retreat; at 7, went into camp one mile and a half beyond 
Winchester. The Ninth Connecticut still remained in its original posi- 
tion and took no part in the engagement. It joined the brigade the 
next morning. 

September 20, at 6 a. m. moved out on the Strasburg pike, and at 5 
p. m. went into camp on the left of the town; distance marched about 
eighteen miles. September 21, moved to a position on the right and 
in advance of the town. The Ninth Connecticut was sent to the left to 
reconnoiter the fords and drive the enemy’s pickets from the bluffs on 
the opposite side of the river. September 22, moved at daylight to the 
front and right of the town and intrenched. At 4 p.m. moved to the 
left and occupied the works on the hill in front of the town before held 
by Second Brigade, then advancing. At 5 received orders from General 
Emory to move to the front till the head of the column struck the pike 
and wait for further orders. At 7.30 received orders to move down the 
pike, and soon after came up with and joined the division. The Twelfth 
Maine was then sent forward on the skirmish line and the Fourteenth 
Maine, Fourteenth New Hampshire, Twenty-sixth Massachusetts, and 
Seventy-fifth New York, deployed on the right and left of the road in 
two lines. Marched in this position till near Woodstock. The four 
last-named regiments marched by a flank, passed through Woodstock, 
and went into camp a short distance beyond the town at daylight on 
the morning of the 23d. The Ninth Connecticut, which had been left at 
Strasburg, came up and joined the brigade at 8 a. m. 

The casualties in the five regiments named as engaged in the battle 
on the 19th were: Killed—8 commissioned officers, 96 enlisted men ; total, 
104; wounded—35 commissioned officers, 325 enlisted men; total, 360; 
missing—4 commissioned oificers, 71 enlisted men; total, 75; making 
an aggregate of 539,* a numerical and nominal list of which has already 
been forwarded to you. Three of the officers reported as missing are 
known to have been taken prisoners, and mostof the men. In Seventy- 
fifth New York every man is accounted for. Those in other regi- 
ments not accounted for are doubtless prisoners or killed and buried 
unrecognized. Among the officers wounded are Colonel Gardiner, Four- 
teenth New Hampshire, and Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock, Seventy-fifth 
New York, both of whom lost a leg; Major Clark, Twenty-sixth Massa- 
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chusetts, wounded slightly. Major Thurber succeeded to the command 
ot the Seventy-fifth New York and Captain Tolman to the Fourteenth 
New Hampshire. 

Owing to the rapid and continuous advance of the army since the 
19th, I have not been able to obtain official reports of the commanders 
of regiments. These will be forwarded when received, with supple- 
mentary report giving more detailed account of the part taken by each 
regiment and individuals who distinguished themselves by gallantry 
and meritorious services. r 

In concluding this report, I beg leave to say that, in my opinion, the 
charge made by this brigade has rarely if ever been excelled for the 
gallantry and steadiness with which it was made, and that the officers 
and men of the five regiments who participated in it are entitled to 
special praise and commendation. They only relinquished the position 
which they had gained when more than one-quarter of their number 
were either killed or wounded, and to have remained longer would have 
been, without support, inevitable destruction. Ialso express my thanks 
to Captain Fiske, Thirtieth Massachusetts; Captain Ripley and Lieu- 
tenant Wright, Fourteenth New Hampshire; Captain Goddard, Twelfth 
Maine, and Lieutenant Bischoff, aide-de-camp, members of my staff, for 
faithful and zealous attention to their duties and conspicuous gallantry 
on the field. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. BIRGE, 
Brig. Gen. of Vols., Comdg. 1st Brig., 2d Div., 19th Army Corps. 


Capt. J. HIBBERT, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 91. 


Report of Capt. John G. Healy, Ninth Connecticut Infantry, of oper- 
ations October 19. 


FHipvgrs. NintH BATTALION CONNECTICUL VOLUNTEERS, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 26, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to report the part taken by the Ninth Con- 
necticut Battalion in the fight of the 19th instant: 

We were under arms and at the breast-works at5a.m, At that time 
a heavy volley of musketry was heard on our left, which was followed 
soon after by artillery firing and a continuous one of musketry. There 
was now every indication that we were flanked, as we were receiving 
a fire from our rear. At about 6 o’clock we received orders to strike 
tents, which was immediately done, when we again formed at the 
breast-works. In a few moments we discovered that the regiments on 
our left had fallen back. I immediately ordered my men to move by 
the right flank, and to keep along our line of works. This order was 
obeyed, the men keeping together well. After we had reached the top 
of the hill to our left we formed in line of battle and delivered a well- 
directed fire at the enemy with marked effect. We were then ordered 
to fall back down the hill. As we reached the foot of the hill an aide 
to General Birge ordered us to advance up the hill again. This we did 
in good order, and delivered another volley at the advancing enemy. 
They being close upon us, we again fell back, crossed the creek, and 
remained there until ordered to fall back to the top of the next Jill. 
Here we found part of our brigade had formed in line of battle behind 


328 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, (Cur. LY. 


a breast-work. JI ordered my men to form on the right of the brigade, 
which they did, and for a while we succeeded in checking the advance 
of the enemy. We were now ordered to fall back slowly; this we did. 
Men of other regiments were running by us, going in all directions to 
the rear. Very few musketry shots were now fired at us, the enemy’s 
and our own artillery doing the firing. My battalion fell back to where 
the Second Division, Nineteenth Corps, had formed. I reported to 
Capt. E. A. Fiske, aide-de-camp, who directed me to my position in 
line.. About 9.30 o’clock the line was ordered to fall back to a wood 
near us, where we again formed in line of battle. We remained here 
but a short time when we were ordered to move by right of regiments 
to the rear. We had moved but a short distance when we were ordered 
to about face, and, oceupying a new position, formed in line of battle. 
We remained but a few moments when we were ordered forward and 
to the left in the woods. The line was formed, and a protection from 
bullets was hastily thrown up by our men. Now we were ordered to be 
ready for a forward movement. It was directed, when we advanced 
through the woods, the enemy pouring shot and shell into us, but with 
very little effect. We now received orders to charge. My men went 
at it with a will, the colors of my battalion being always in the advance. 
The officers of the Ninth rallied their men, and they pressed forward 
after the retreating enemy. The chase was kept up until dark. The 
enemy being driven from the field we were now ordered to occupy our 
old camp. 

During the battle of the 19th the officers of my battalion were partic- 
ularly noticed as being always’ at their post near and around the flag. 
The men obeyed the orders of their officers with promptness and a 
hearty good will. We were highly complimented by our brigade com- 
mander, Brigadier-General Birge, who told us we had done nobly and 
held well our own. I desire to make particular mention of Sergt. W. L. 
Perry and Private John T. Morrow, who, after the color-sergeant had 
been wounded, seized the colors and pushed forward. These men were 
always in the advance, few, if any, color bearers being able to keep up 
with them. The colors of my battalion were the first on the recaptured 
works from where the Eighth Corps were driven in the morning; in less 
than five minutes no less than adozen stand of colors were around us. 

The following are the casualties: Commissioned officers—missing, 1; 
wounded, 2. Enlisted men—killed, 2; wounded, 16; missing, 10.* 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. HEALY, 
Captain, Commanding Ninth Connecticut Battalion. 

Capt. E. A. FIske, 

Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Div., Nineteenth Army Corps. 


No. 92. 


Report of Maj. Benjamin F. Thurber, Seventy-fifth New York Infantry, 
of operations October 19. 


HDQRS. SEVENTY-FIFTH NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 27, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to report that about 9 p. m. October 18, 1864, 
I received orders from Brig. Gen. H. W. Birge, commanding First Bri- 
gade, Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, that a reconnaissance 
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would be made and to have my command in readiness to march at 5 a. 
m. October 19. I accordingly notified my officers to that effect, and 
gave orders for my command to be ip readiness to march in compliance 
with orders received. The regiment was aroused and breakfast. pre- 
pared at 4 a.m. The regimental line was formed at 4.30 a. m. and 
everything in readiness to move as soon as orders to that effect were 
received. At about 4.45 a. m. some twenty-five or thirty shots were 
heard from the vicinity of the advance, Eighth Corps, on our left and 
front. Nothing further was heard until about 5 a. m., when suddenly 
heavy and continuous firing was heard, and a general attack seemed to 
have been made upon that portion of the Highth Corps lying in the forti- 
fications in advance of our left. My regiment was immediately under 
arms and the different officers at their posts ready to do their duty. 
They remained in line of battle until the pickets in our front were 
sharply engaged, when I received orders from General Birge to send 
the sharpshooters of my regiment to the front and at the same time to 
send about twenty-five men forward and have them stationed in the 
rifle-pits in front of the works. I acgordingly detailed Capt. Frank 
Silsby to advance with his company and station it in accordance with 
orders I had received from General Birge. Shortly after the enemy 
charged through the woods upon the left of the Second Division, which 
became hotly engaged, and the shot and shell began to fall thick and 
fast in my camp, killing two men and wounding several, when I ordered 
the men forward to the works in front of the line. The regiment 
remained behind the works until all the troops on our left had fallen 
back, and as the enemy were charging over the works on our left and 
had already passed far in our rea, 1 deemed it expedient to fall back 
and accordingly gave orders to that effect, falling back along the line 
of intrenchments to our right, as our retreat by the rear was already 
cut off, leaving 2 men killed, a number wounded, and 31 prisoners in 
the hands of the enemy. I fell back with my command and formed a 
junction with the balance of the brigade and remained with it during 
the entire day, taking part in the grand final charge upon the enemy’s 
line in the afternoon, and returned to my old camp with my command 
about dark. 

My entire loss during this day was 3 men killed, | officer seriously 
wounded, 18 men wounded, 2 men missing, and 31 prisoners. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &e., 
BENJ. F. THURBER, 
Major, &e. 
|Lieut. LA GRANGE SEVERANCE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General | 


No. 93. 


Reports of Col. Edward LL. Molineux, One hundred and fifty-ninth New 
York Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, of operations September 
19-26 and October 19. 


Hpers. SECOND BriG., SEConD Dry., 197TH ARMY CorPs, | 
Near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 
Str: In compliance with orders I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report of the movements of this brigade since September 19: 
At 2 a.m. on the 19th of September the brigade promptly moved 
on the Berryville pike toward Winchester, and was halted, in common 
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with the other brigades of the division, until the Sixth Corps and its 
train had passed. The Opequon Creek was passed in good order and 
the column well closed up, and, after advancing about two miles, was, 
in obedience to orders, formed in life of battle some 200 paces in rear 
of the Third Brigade. The Twenty-second Iowa, being on the left, was 
exposed to the view of the enemy, and being shelled by them, was 
formed a little to the rear in echelon. At 11.30 a. m. the brigade 
advanced, following the movements of the preceding brigade, the right 
passing through a heavy belt of timber, the left through an exposed 
ravine. While advancing I received an order to advance my brigade 
to cover an opening which had eccurred between the First and Third 
Brigades in the front line. The line advanced at quick step in admi- 
rable order, under a very heavy fire of musketry and artillery, and was 
only checked in its advance by the flanks being exposed by the retir- 
ing of the troops on the right and left. The line was halted, and imme- 
diately opened a destructive fire on the enemy, the Eleventh Indiana, 
on the right, obliquing its fire to check the enemy advancing on its 
flank. At the same time the One hundred and fifty-ninth New York 
and Twenty-second Iowa, on the left, stubbornly contested their ground 
with the advancing enemy, exposed to a deadly flank fire. At this 
time I received the order to fall back and form in the edge of the belt 
of timber immediately in the rear. This was accomplished by the right 
of the brigade promptly and in good order. The center and left being 
on more open and exposed ground and not being sheltered by timber, 
were obliged to fall back some 300 paces in the rear, losing very heavily 
in killed and wounded. The advancing columns of the enemy, which 
outflanked us from the left, captured a number of prisoners from the One 
hundred and fifty-ninth New York and Thirteenth Connecticut; but our 
left, in falling back, brought in an equal number of the enemy. While 
this was occurring on that flank the Eleventh Indiana, One hundred and 
thirty-first New York, and a portion of the Third Massachusetts [Cavalry 
(dismounted) ]|, and aregiment from the Third Brigade (One hundred and 
seventy-sixth New York) promptly opened a heavy and well-sustained fire 
upon the advancing lines of the enemy, which soon caused them to fall 
back. These gallant regiments followed them for some distance, took up 
a position on an advantageous ground, and caused the enemy’s retreat 
to become a hasty flight. This advanced position was held by us until 
every cartridge was exhausted. Finding this to be the case, and that the 
regiments on the left of my brigade were not effecting anything, from 
the nature of the ground they occupied, I formed my left wing in rear 
of my right for the purpose of sustaining and relieving it. About the 
same time certain regiments of the First Division relieved the Eleventh 
Indiana, One hundred and thirty-first and One hundred and seventy- 
sixth New York, and Third Massachusetts, who were then formed in 
the edge of the timber, and the whole brigade resupplied with ammu- 
nition. The command while remaining in the woods suftered some- 
what trom the artillery fire of the enemy, which enfiladed the position 
from the right, but were in good order and spirits when again ordered 
to advance in line of battle in support of the First Brigade, whose line 
I re-enforced on the left by one ot my regiments (the One hundred and 
thirty-first New York). The brigade remained in support of the First 
Brigade during the advance upon the remaining positions of the enemy, 
and, although several times exposed to a well-directed and destructive 
fire of solid shot and shell from the enemy’s batteries, steadily advanced 


in eek: line until the retreat of the enemy from the field ended the 
attle. 


Cnar. LY. THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 331 


_ Leannot too warmly express my admiration of the coolness and stead- 
iness of the officers and men of the brigade during this engagement; 
‘but in simple justice I would call to your notice the conspicuous gallantry 
ot the following officers and enlisted men: Col. D. Macauley, Eleventh 
Indiana; Col. N. W. Day, One hundred and thirty-first New York; 
Lieut. Col. L. D. Sargent, Third Massachusetts; Lieut. Col. W. M. Rex. 
ford, One hundred and thirty-first New York; Maj. G. Butler, Eleventh 
Indiana; Maj. C. Lewis, One hundred and seventy-sixth New York; 
Actg. Adjt. Samuel D. Pryce, Twenty-second Iowa; Lieutenants Ripley, 
Beaton, and Maddux, Thirteenth Connecticut; Captains Noyes, Dean 
and Twitchell, Third Massachusetts; Lieutenants Stevens, Grover 
(wounded), Cunningham, and Brownell, Third Massachusetts; Captain 
Richmond, Lieutenants Smith and Howard, both wounded, One hundred 
and fifty-ninth New York; Captains Hunt, Corsa, and Raymond, 
Lieutenants Pinckney, Henry, and Abbott, One hundred and thirty- 
first New York; Capts. Jesse Custer and Ross, Lieutenants Mullen 
(killed), Woods (wounded), and Adjutant Macauley, Eleventh Indiana; 
Sergt. Maj. George A. Remley (killed), Twenty-second lowa; Sergeant- 
Major Bonneif, One hundred and thirty-first New York; Sergeant Si- 
monds, Third Massachusetts; Color-Sergeant Seston,* Hleventh Indiana, 
(killed); Corporal Bierbower, Privates Regan and Sterling,* Eleventh 
Indiana; First Sergeant and Acting Lieutenant Leich, Corporals Scott 
and Miller, Private Roach, One hundred and thirty-first New York; 
Sergeants Brown and Coons, One hundred and fifty-ninth New York. 

To the following officers of my staff I am indebted for prompt and 
gallant services under fire: Capt. G. W. Hussey, Lieuts. B. F. Cope- 
land, G. W. Handy, and H. D. Pope. 

I regret that my loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners is very heavy, 
especially amongst the sharpshooters, who rendered efficient service and 
lost more than half their number. I have the honor to inclose-here- 
with a list of the killed, wounded, and missing in the engagement 
(marked A).t 

On the morning of the 20th I broke camp at 5 o’clock and marched 
to Strasburg, where we went into position, and camped on the extreme 
left near the ford. On the 21st changed camp to the right of the Stras- 
burg and Woodstock pike. On the morning of the 22d moved to the 
right and formed in line of battle in rear of First Brigade. About 8 
a. m. I was ordered to march back and take up a position ow the left. 
protecting our line of communication with Strasburg, with orders to 
assume command of all the infantry and artillery:in that position. 
Finding the Third Brigade, Colonel Macauley commanding, throwing 
up works to protect the hill and the ravine to the right, [ formed my 
brigade in rear and threw up a second line. I then placed two compa- 
nies of the Twenty-second Iowa in the stone mill on the Shenandoah to 
guard against any advance in that direction, and sent the One hundred 
and fifty-ninth New York to throw up and hold a rifle-pit in the orchard 
and on the road, to more completely guard against any attempt to out- 
flank us on our left. The works held by the two brigades were 
strengthened, so as to enable the First Maine Battery to open on the 
enemy a very effective fire. Our working parties and the battery were 
much annoyed by the enemy’s sharpshooters in a line of rifle-pits 
directly in our front, and at 1 o’clock I was ordered to make a simulta- 
neous attack in connection with a regiment of the First Division and 
one from my own line upon their rifle-pits. The following disposition 
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was made: Colonel Macauley ordered the One hundred and twenty- 
eighth New York to deploy as skirmishers. A strong working party 
was assembled in the rear ready to rush forward to strengthen the 
advanced position when taken; the One hundred and seventy-sixth 
New York (Third Brigade) in support of the working party, and the 
Twenty-second Iowa, of my own brigade, deployed and held in reserve 
in case the One hundred and twenty-eighth New York failed to carry 
the position. The attack was entirely successful. The rifle-pits taken 
were immediately strengthened to one continuous line, and the enemy 
showing some disposition to retake the position, the Twenty-second 
Iowa was thrown out to support our advance parties, while a new line 
was reformed in our old position ready to repel any attack. The new 
line of battle consisted of regiments and parts of regiments of the See- 
ond and Third Brigades, the remainder being engaged as working par- 
ties and supports in the front. At 4.30 p. m. I received orders to 
open a fire of artillery and infantry to divert the enemy’s attention; 
this was accordingly done. At 5p. m. received orders to advance. I 
requested Colonel Macauley to take command of the right wing of the 
attack (while I more immediately attended to the left), and I would 
respectfully refer to that gallant officer’s report of the regiments which 
he then had under his command. We advanced under an annoying 
fire, with some loss, and occupied the new works, while the skirmish- 
ers advanced to the front. Upon the charge being ordered, the men 
advaiiced with great spirit, driving the enemy, who made but a weak 
resistance, from our front. The ground was very much broken, and, in 
consequence, although the troops advanced with great rapidity, I found 
the main position on the hill had been already taken by other troops, but 
to the right of those regiments which I led, the One hundred and sey- 
enty-sixth New York, of the Third Brigade, supported by the skirmish- 
ers from the Twenty-second Iowa, had captured four pieces of artillery. 
On arriving at the fortifications at the crest of the hill with the Eleventh 
Indiana and One hundred and thirty-first and One hundred and fifty- 
sixth New York in good order in line of battle, I received an order to 
push forward up the road, leading the head of the column. I threw the 
Kleventh Indiana and One hundred and thirty-first New York on each 
side of the road as skirmishers, supported by the Third Massachuse:ts 
and Twenty-second Iowa as reserves, with a company of the Fourteenth 
New Hampshire (with fixed bayonets) some distance in advance on the 
road to prevent any dash of cavalry which might annoy the head of the 
colump. In compliance with orders, the advance was made with as 
much rapidity as the darkness and the nature of the ground would per- 
mit. About 9.30 p. m. our skirmish line was fired upon, and by some 
unfortunate mistake the regiments in the rear, not belonging to my com- 
mand, opened a fire on my reserves and skirmish line, from which I 
Jost a number of men. The skirmishers held their ground, and as soon 
as the confusion had ceased, advanced again. I sent word to the rear, 
particularly requesting that the troops in rear should be cautioned not 
to fire, but hardly had we advanced a mile when a brisk fire was again 
opened upon us from musketry and artillery in front, and again I sus- 
tained a fire from our own troops in the rear. The enemy was evidently 
prepared to meet us at this point; wire and other obstacles had been 
placed to delay the skirmish line, and two pieces of artillery were well 
trained upon the road. After a short delay the advance was again made 
and the enemy driven with but little opposition. The road was found 
strewn with the remains of burning wagons, and a large number of 
prisoners was captured by the command, and sent to the rear, At 3.30 
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a.m. we bivouacked on the south side of Woodstock. The conduct of 
the troops was most admirable, especially the Eleventh Indiana and 
One hundred and thirty-first New York, who sustained their reputation 
under most trying circumstances, viz, a night attack and a fire from the 
rear. I would especially mention the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel 
White, commanding the reserve, and Major Butler, the skirmishers on 
the left of the road. At 9 a.m. the One hundred and fifty-ninth New 
York arrived, having been detailed as a guard for prisoners. This 
regiment succeeded in capturing a number of the enemy, who had been 
passed during the night by the main army.. Left Woodstock at 12 m. and 
marched to a point one mile and a half south of Edenburg, and went in 
position in reserve and on the left. On the morning of the 24th broke 
cainp at 6 a.m.and marched to New Market, and encamped to the right 
and rear. On the morning ofthe 25th broke camp at 6 a.m. and marched 
to Harrisonburg and encamped to the west of the town. 

I herewith inclose a list of killed and wounded in the action at Fish- 
er’s Hill, and upon the march since that action (marked B).* 

J am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD L. MOLINEUX, 
Colonel 159th New York Volunteers, Comdg. Second Brigade. 


Capt. J. HIBBERT, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Div., 19th Army Corps. 


Hpgrs. SECOND Bric., SECOND Dtv., 19TH ARMY CORPS, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 23, 1864, 

Sire: I have the honor to submit the following report of the movye- 
ments of my brigade during the action of the 19th instant: 

Having received orders on the previous evening from the general 
commanding the division to have my brigade ready to move out of the 
works on areconnaissance in light marching order at 5.30 a. m., I caused 
breakfast to be prepared for the men at an early hour, and at the appointed 
time we were in line awaiting orders. At about 5.40 a. m. I heard the 
sound of heavy musketry in the direction of the position of the Eighth 
Corps, and apprehending an attack immediately ordered my command 
into the rifle-pits, throwing out a few sharpshooters to give me early 
intimation should an attack be made on my front. Shortly afterward I 
received orders to detach two regiments to my left to support the bat- 
tery which commanded the pike and ground about the main bridge, 
and accordingly I sent the Twenty-second Iowa and Third Massachu- 
setts (dismounted) Cavalry, in the meantime directing that the other 
regiments pack their shelter-tents and other property, permitting a few 
men to do so ata time, the rest remaining in position. By this time a 
battery of the enemy directly in my front on the other side of the creek 
opened a fire of shell upon us, and the mist breaking from the valley 
discovered a line apparently prepared to attack us. It was not long 
before a fire of shell, enfilading our line from the left, with another 
directly in my rear, and a sharp musketry fire from the same direction 
‘the position oceupied by the Highth Corps), showed me that the enemy 
had outflanked us. I sheltered my men as much as possible in the 
rifle-pits, and awaited orders. In the meantime the troops on my 
left and the batteries passed me, together with the two regiments 
of this brigade which had been sent in support of the batteries, all 
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apparently retiring toward the pike (the two regiments mentioned 
rejoined me subsequently). Finding that we were completely out- 
flanked, that the retreat was general, and that my men were rapidly 
falling from a fire they could not return, and that a line of battle was 
being formed in the rear by the Sixth Corps, I moved out by the flank 
in good order, detaching the Eleventh Indiana, by order of Brevet 
Major-General Emory, to hold the hollow and stone wall. near the 
héadquarters of the Second Division. With the remaining regiments, 
in compliance with the order of Brigadier-General Grover, I filed to 
the right and formed in line on the right of the Sixth Corps, then 
going into position, but immediately received orders to retire about 
100 yards to support a battery. Hardly had I done so before the 
battery retired without firing. The position I then occupied was an 
exceedingly favorable one, on a hill directly in front of the white 
house, and one which supported the flank of the Sixth Corps, then 
actively engaged with the enemy. To support the battery would be 
retiring without doing anything to check the advance of the enemy, 
and would leave a gap between the Sixth Corps and part of the Nine- 
teenth Corps then engaged on my right. General Grover therefore 
countermanded the former order, and directed me to hold the posi- 
tion, and if possible to keep it, at the same time cautioning me that 
the line of battle was about to fall back, and to cover the movement by 
my infantry fire as long as possible. The Eleventh Indiana and the 
Twenty-second Iowa here reported to me, but the enemy showing 
symptoms of outflanking us on our right and gaining possession of a 
dangerous belt of woods,I sent the One hundred and fifty-ninth New 
York and Eleventh Indiana and my sharpshooters to watch that point, 
and they were soon engaged fighting on the right, and with the First 
Brigade, Second Division, and portions of the First Division. It was 
not long before our line of battle commenced moving back in good order 
followed by the enemy. Upto this time my men had been concealed and 
were lying down, but our time had now come, and rising up we poured 
in upon them so rapid and close a fire that we soon had the gratification 
of seeing their line retire for shelter behind a hill. Another attempt 
was made by the enemy to advance, but was foiled by our fire, when I 
received orders to retire to a line abreast of the Sixth Corps, which was 
done in good order. In the subsequent positions (three) taken in retir- 
ing, the brigade behaved with great steadiness, and the skirmish line 
formed and held by the Eleventh Indiana more especially redounds to 
the credit of that noble veteran regiment. About 11 o’clock orders 
were received to advance again, which was done, and a line formed, 
this brigade on the left of the Sixth Corps, in a heavy belt of timber, 
a breast-work of rails thrown up and skirmishers sent to the front. 
After a heavy shelling the enemy made an attack upon our front, the 
brunt of which, I believe, fell upon this brigade. It was repelled very 
easily, but I have to regret the loss at this point of the gallant and 
patriotic soldier and gentleman, Capt. Dunean Richmond, One hundred 
and fifty-ninth New York, who fell mortally wounded while encourag- 
ing his men. After the repulse of the enemy a heavy artillery fire was 
opened upon us from the front, and soon after we were ordered to 
advance, keeping up the connection with the Sixth Corps, and. grad- 
ually to swing around toward the left. The Thirteenth Connecticut 
was deployed as skirmishers in front, and we advanced in the following 
order from right to left: Third Massachusetts, One hundred and fifty- 
ninth New York, Eleventh Indiana, One hundred and thirty-first New 
York, Twenty-second Iowa. Upon passing the edge of the woods the 
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line came up to the skirmishers, who were unable to advance, the 
infantry fire of the enemy being exceedingly heavy, and their shell 
practice admirably accurate. The Confederate infantry was advan- 
tageously posted behind a stone fence about 400 yards in advance. 
Behind them about the same distance, on the hill, under cover of a 
stone wall and rails, was a second line, supporting a battery. A heavy 
fire was opened upon them, the line halting to deliver it, and then-a 
most gallant and brilliant charge was made, driving the enemy in scat- 
tered and broken squads from both positions. The regimental colors 
of this brigade were almost simultaneously planted on the hill, but to 
Corporal Bierbower, of the Eleventh Indiana, must be awarded the 
honor of first planting the colors there, almost instantly followed by 
those of the One hundred and thirty-first and One hundred and fifty- 
ninth New York and a regiment of the Sixth Corps (Fifteenth New 
Jersey). I claim, and I believe with justice, that the brigade, with one 
regiment of the Sixth Corps, occupied this portion of the line some 
minutes before the left came up and had to charge up a most difficult 
hill of plowed ground under a terrific fire of musketry and artillery. 
In this charge one regiment alone, One hundred and fifty-ninth New 
York Volunteers, captured 3 commissioned officers and 31 privates of 
the enemy. This position was held by us for some half hour under a 
heavy fire of shell and round shot, most of my men being without cart- 
ridges; yet when again ordered to advance they did so with great 
animation and spirit, supplying themselves with ammunition from dead 
bodies and prisoners. From this point the enemy made but feeble 
attempts to stand, and it was not long before we arrived at our old 
ground and went into camp. 

The conduct of both officers and men during this trying day was 
most admirable—cool and steady in retreating, patient under fire, and 
impetuous in the attack; and I trust their conduct will meet with the 
unqualified approval of the division and corps commanders. All did 
well; those of whom I have had the pleasure of making honorable 
mention in report of former actions won new honors. I cannot refrain 
from naming for personal and conspicuous gallantry Col. N. W. Day, 
One hundred and thirty-first New York; Lieut. Col. William Walter- 
mire, One hundred and fifty-ninth New York; Lieut. Col. W. W. Darnall, 
Eleventh Indiana, and the other regimental commanders. Color-Ser- 
geant Gray, One hundred and thirty-first New York, Color-Sergeants 
Coons and Hallenbeck, One hundred and fifty-ninth New York, and 
Color-Corporal Bierbower, Eleventh Indiana, have been especially 
named to me for conspicuous bravery. 

It has been my exceeding good fortune to be supported in this action, 
as well as former ones, by a brave and efficient staff, and my thanks 
are due to the following members: Capt. G. W. Hussey, acting aide-de- 
camp; Lieut. B. F. Copeland, acting assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. 
H. D. Pope, acting provost-marshal, and Lieut. David Wilson, acting 
aide-de-camp. 

I herewith submit list of casualties.* 

Lam, sir, your most obedient servant, 
EDWARD L. MOLINEUX, 
Colonel 159th New York Volunteers, Commanding Brigade. 

Capt. JOSEPH HIBBERT, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Div., 19th Army Corps. 
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No. 94. 


Report of Lieut. Col. William W. Darnall, Eleventh Indiana Infantry, 
of operations October 19. 


Hpgrs. ELEVENTH RueG@t. InpIANA VET. VOL. INFANTRY, 
Oedar Creek, Va., October 22, 1864. 


Sir: I most respectfully submit the following report of the part 

taken by the Eleventh Indiana in the engagement of the 19th at this 
lace: 

si At 5.15 a. m. of the 19th we were in line, pursuant to orders received 
the evening of the 18th, and ready to move off, when firing commenced 
in front, and almost simultaneously a volley was heard in direction of 
the extreme left and to the rear of the line, and but a short time had 
elapsed till the effect of the enemy’s fire was perceptible in my own 
regiment. In obedience to Colonel Molineux’s order I marched the 
regiment by the flank up a ravine on my left and in the direction of 
stone house, occupied by General Sheridan as headquarters, a few 
moments after which I was ordered to advance to a stone fence in the 
vicinity of General Emory’s headquarters, pursuant to which I com- 
menced advancing, under an extremely sharp fire from the enemy, and 
had only succeeded in reaching the top of the first hill when I halted. 
Perceiving that our troops were already driven from the stone fence that 
I was ordered to advance to, I did not deem it practicable nor possible to 
reach it; sol fell back across a small creek to a hill and halted. Wewere 
at this time separated trom therest of the brigade. Ihad formed line in 
rear of some battery that was actively engaged with the enemy, when 
I received an order from a member of General Emory’s staff to fix bayo- 
nets and charge the enemy. The regiment, after fixing bayonets, had 
advanced but a few yards; I received an order to fall back to the next 
ridge, about 200 yards in the rear, and from that to a point of woods 
still farther to the rear, which I had just reached when I received 
your order to join the rest of the brigade, which was then in position 
at and near a large white house on the extreme right of our lines. I 
immediately marched my regiment across the large, open field and 
formed line on theright of the brigade, where the regiment opened fire 
on the enemy and assisted in checking them for a time, until the 
brigade fell back, passing through a piece of woods and halting in a 
large, open space of country, where we remained.about one hour and 
were then ordered in line with the brigade to a piece of woods about 
half a mile to the rear. I there deployed the regiment as skirmishers, 
in accordance with your order, covering the front of the brigade and 
retiring slowly until informed by an aide of General Sheridan that the 
line was halted and being marched back for the purpose of attacking 
the enemy, and received instructions from same aide to hold the ground 
occupied by my skirmish line, which I did without opposition, until I 
advanced to the front about half a mile by order of General Emory and 
occupied a ridge, commanding the country about one mile to the front. 
T occupied said position till ordered to rejoin the brigade, which I found 
in a wood in line, from which I soon advanced in line with the brigade 
in the general assault made on the enemy, who were strongly posted 
behind a stone fence, about 300 yards in our front. The enemy were 
soon dislodged from the fence, and immediately after from a hill where 
they had thrown up rails for defense. We remained at that hill 
under a sharp fire from artillery and infantry about one hour, during 
which time the regiment kept up a constant fire until we were out of 
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ammunition, The line was again ordered forward, and without much 
opposition kept advancing until arriving at the ground occupied by us 
the night previous, where I was ordered to camp for the night. 

It is but just to mention, before closing this report, the gallant con- 
duct of every officer and man in my command. Please find inclosed a 
list of casualties during the day’s engagement.* 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
W. W. DARNALL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Eleventh Indiana Veterans. 

Lieut. B. F. CopELAND, 

Actg, Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 2d Div., 19th Army Corps. 


No. 95. 


Reports of Col. Harvey Graham, Twenty-second Iowa Infantry, of oper- 
ations September 19-22 and October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-SECOND JowA INFANTRY, 
Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following brief report of the part 
taken by the Twenty-second Regiment Iowa Volunteers in the late 
battles of the Opequon, September 19, and Fisher’s Hill, Va., September 
22, 1864, and the march to this place: 

On the morning of September 19 we took up our line of march from 
Berryville, Va., and reached the vicinity of Winchester, Va., about 10 
p.m. {a.m.| Having formed a line of battle we were ordered to charge 
the enemy strongly posted in a piece of timber immediately in our front. 
In doing this we were compelled to advance over an open field about 
half a mile distant from the enemy’s lines, and were subjected to a 
destructive fire of musketry, grape, and canister. Advancing to the 
erest of the hill a short distance from their line, we were ordered to lie 
down to protect ourselves from their terrible fire of musketry, grape, 
and canister, the latter opening on us at short range and doing terrible 
execution in our ranks. The protection afforded by the ground upon 
which we were ordered to lie down was very slight, and the right of our 
regiment advanced to the ravine occupied by the One hundred and 
fifty-ninth New York. Having remained in this position about half an 
hour, we were ordered to retreat and fall back to our original position. 
This withdrawal was made absolutely imperative from the fact that the 
brigade on our left broke in confusion as soon as we had gained the 
crest of the hill, and from the destructive enfilading fire from the enemy, 
who were advancing in that direction, it was very apparent that we 
were obliged to advance or retreat to save being surrounded and cap- 
tured. In the meantime the enemy had been driven from their position 
and retired in the direction of Winchester. Rallying our men the best 
we could, we advanced with the brigade through the timber in pursuit 
of the enemy. In this advance we were subjected to a fire of shot and 
shell, and had many killed and wounded. By night the enemy had been 
completely routed and driven from the field, and we were ordered to go 
into camp and rest until morning. 

In this engagement officers and men never fought with more valor. It 
would be invidious to particularize when all did so bravely. If we were 
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not successful at first it was no fault of ours. In every instance we did 
as we were ordered, and not a man shrank from duty on the field of 
battle. The following is a list of casualties in this battle:* ] 

On the morning of the 20th we again took up our line of march ip 
pursuit of the enemy. and reached Strasburg on the evening of the same 
(lay. We rested one day, and the next morning were again ordered to 
advance, the enemy being posted in a very strong position on Fishev’s 
Hill. At noon of the same day the Twenty-second Lowa was ordered 
to support the One hundred and twenty-eighth New York Regiment, 
which was to advance to carry the enemy’s rifie-pits. The One hundred 
and twenty-eighth carried them in gallant style, and we were ordered 
to advance as skirmishers some 200 yards in front of the ritle-pits, and 
remained in this position until our army was ordered to charge the 
enemy’s works. During the time we occupied this line we kept up a 
continual fire on the enemy, and fired on an average of 120 rounds per 
man. We rallied the skirmish line and started in pursuit of the enemy, 
who had fled from their strong position. During the excitement of 
the moment we had not sufficient time to rally our men, who were 
deployed three-quarters of a mile in Jength, and in consequence of 
which the men were very much scattered the remainder of the evening. 
In the pursuit the Twenty-second Iowa was ordered to support the 
Eleventh Indiana, which was deployed in the advance of thearmy. We 
continued the advance until one hour before daylight the next morning, 
when we had reached the town of Woodstock, and went into camp until 
morning. At midnight we received a temporary check from the enemy’s 
rear guard, who were drawn up in line of battle to impede our advance. 

In this action and on the march the following is a list of casualties.t 

In the late march the men have acted cheerfully and willingly, but 
have suffered severely for want of shoes, a great many being baretooted. 

Hoping that this report in brief will give you all the information nec- 
essary, I have the-honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

HARVEY GRAHAM, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieutenant CoPELAND, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS TWENTY:SECOND Iowa INFANTRY, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 22, 1864, 

Sir: [have the honor to report in brief the part taken by the 
Twenty-second Iowa Volunteers in the late action of Cedar Creek, Va. 
on the 19th instant: 

On the evening of the 18th orders were received from the brigade 
vommander to be in readiness to move at 5.15 o’clock in light marching 
order. In obedience to this order my regiment was inline at the stated 
time, momentarily expecting to move on a reconnaissance in the direction 
[of] Strasburg. While thus in line a heavy fire of musketry broke out 
on the left of the line, in front of the Eighth Corps, which proved to be ai 
assault upon our works bythe enemy. In a short time we were ordered 
to move forward in support of a battery; but had no sooner arrived 
upon the ground before the enemy had possession of our works and 
were advancing in heavy force, pouring a deadly fire of musketry and 
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artillery in our ranks. There being but two regiments in this perilous 
situation (Twenty-second Iowa and Third Massachusetts), and the 
troops in our front having fled in confusion through our ranks, it was 
impossible to hold the enemy in check with this small force, and our 
lines were broken and the men retreated in disorder. About three- 
fourths of the regiment having reached the crest of the hill,rallied and 
held the enemy in check for a short time, but could not stand against 
such an overwhelming force of the enemy, and again fell back. In 
this stand the enemy were so close to our ranks that their fire burnt 
the clothes of our men, and while falling back many were captured. 
Having fallen back to the rear a considerable distance our lines were 
again formed and awaited an attack. In the afternoon we were again 
ordered to advance with the brigade, and after an obstinate fight 
drove the enemy from our front, and in a short time unfurled our flag 
in the camp occupied by us in the morning. In this part of the engage- 
ment the enemy were completely routed and fled in every direction. 
We found our camp totally destroyed by the enemy, losing all of our 
tents, knapsacks, blankets, haversacks, and rations, leaving the regi- 
ment almost entirely destitute of clothing and subsistence, in conse- 
quence of which the men have suffered from the effects of the cold 
weather. In view of this fact, that we were ordered out in light march- 
ing order, with not sufficient time to break camp, before the enemy 
had attacked our position on the left and had broken. our line, render- 
ing it necessary for us to lose no time in getting to the scene of action, 
I deem it very proper that the men should be remunerated for the losses 
which they have sustained by the casualties of war in thus being 
deprived of everything through no neglect of their own. 

The casualties in my regiment were 72 in number, a nominal list* 
having been forwarded to your headquarters. 

I cannot close this brief report without mentioning with pride the 
gallant conduct of both officers and men in this severe engagement, 
ending in the most brilliant victory of the war. 

Hoping that this report will meet your approbation, I have the honor 
to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

HARVEY GRAHAM, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Lieut. B. F. COPELAND, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 2d Div., 19th Army Corps. 


No. 96. 


Report of Col. Daniel Macauley, Eleventh Indiana Infantry, command- 
ing Third Brigade, of operations September 21-25. 


Hpers. THIRD Bric., SECOND Drv., 19TH ARMY CORPS, 
Harrisonbury, Va., September 26, 1864. 

Sir: I would respectfully report the following as the part taken by 
this brigade since the 21st of September, the date on which General 
Grover’s order placed me in command, Colonel Sharpe haying been 
wounded on the 19th: 

The brigade consisted of the One hundred and twenty-eighth New 
York, Lieutenant-Colonel Foster; One hundred and fifty-sixth New 
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York, Lieutenant-Colonel Neatie; One hundred and seventy-sixth New 
York, Major Lewis, and Thirty-eighth Massachusetts, Major Allen. 
About 7 o’clock on the morning of the 22d we were placed on the extreme 
left of the Nineteenth Corps, in front of Fisher’s Hill, with several 
pieces of artillery. Skirmishers were thrown out, who were engaged 
with those of the enemy immediately. Slight breast-works were then 
commenced by each regiment, and work on them continued for several 
hours, the One hundred and fifty-sixth New York, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Neafie, performing most excellent service in making stronger 
protection for the artillery. About 9.30 a.m. the Second Brigade was 
moved to the left, forming line some seventy-five yards in our rear, its 
commanding officer, Col. H. L. Molineux, assuming the general direction 
of the two brigades. At noon the One hundred and twenty-eighth New 
York, Lieutenant-Colonel Foster, was deployed as skirmishers, and par- 
ticipated in a general advance on the enemy’s rifle-pits, carrying those 
in front of General Grover’s division in fine style. It was supported 
by aregiment of the Second Brigade, held in reserve, and when the 
position was gained a working party of five companies of the One hun- 
dred and fifty-sixth New York, under Capt. J.J. Hoyt, advanced rapidly 
to it, and threw up stronger defenses, under a heavy fire of artillery 
and musketry. The One hundred and seventy-sixth New York accom- 
panied the working party, and did good service, working and fighting. 
Toward 5 p.m. a general advance on the enemy’s works was ordered, 
which was executed by the Second and Third Brigades in line as fol- 
lows: The Thirteenth Connecticut, Major Comstock; Thirty-eighth Mas- 
sachusetts, and Third Massachusetts Cavalry (dismounted), Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sargent, constituted the right wing, to the command of which 
I was ordered by Colonel Molineux, the left wing of three regiments 
being under the colonel himself. As the line advanced those regiments 
of the Third Brigade already in front (One hundred and seventy-sixth 
and One hundred and twenty-eighth New York Regiments) charged, 
and the former, under Major Charles Lewis, entered the enemy’s 
works on our left in advance of any other troops, and captured four 
guns. The enemy being in full retreat, the major ordered his men for- 
ward in pursuit, leaving the guns where he took them. At this time, 
as the enemy’s retreat became a grand rout, so did our pursuit become 
a confused and eager chase. The Third Massachusetts became detached 
from my command, and advanced where and when it could, while I 
pressed forward with the Thirty-eighth Massachusetts and Thirteenth 
Connecticut until after dark. When the rear guard of the enemy began 
to resist we were very near our front, and in a short time had the 
advance, with others already there, with General Grover and Colonel 
Molineux. We remained in the advance all night, the skirmish line, 
consisting of the Eleventh tndiana, Major Butler, and Twelfth Maine, 
Lieutenant-Colonel IIsley, on the left of the road, and the One hundred 
and thirty-first New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Rexford, and Thirty- 
eighth Massachusetts, on the right, the advance being under the 
immediate and constant direction of General Grover. Camp was formed 
at Woodstock in the morning after a severe night’s march, in which all 
concerned earned credit for patience under great fatigue and difficulties 
incident to movements of the kind. The pursuit of the enemy was kept 
up until the evening of the 25th, when we reached Harrisonburg, dif- 
ferent parts of the brigade being used at times as skirmishers, though 
not being again engaged. 

It is a difficult matter where commands are so mixed to render justice 
to all during a general and glorious victory. The charge of the One 
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hundred and twenty-eighth New York on the enemy’s rifle-pits was gal- 
lantly done; the capture of the four guns by Major Lewis and his fight- 
Ing regiment deserve especial notice, and the constant cheerfulness 
under severe fatigue and exposure of the Thirty-eighth Massachusetts 
and One hundred and fifty-sixth New York entitle them to most hon- 
orable mention. Capt. Edwin N. Ketchum, One hundred and seventy- 
sixth New York, commanding the pioneer corps of the brigade, per- 
formed double service, fighting with his company in every engagement 
and working with it between times. Capt. Charles W. Kennedy, acting 
assistant adjutant-general, during the final charge on Fisher’s Hill, was 
knocked from his horse by a grape-shot, but fortunately escaped with 
a slight bruise. > 
The entire loss of the brigade since the 21st was 4 killed and 14 
wounded. 
Very respectfully, 
. DAN. MACAULEY, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Captain H1iBBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


No. 97. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Alfred Neafie, One hundred and fifty-sixth New 
York Infantry, commanding Third Brigade, of operations October 19. 


HpgRs. THIRD BRIG., SECOND Dtv., 191H ARMY CoRPs, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 24, 1864. 

Sir: In obedience to orders, I have the honor to make the following 
report of the operations of this brigade in the action of the 19th in- 
stant: 

This command was ordered to be ready to move at 5.30 a. m. to take 
part in a reconnaissance on our immediate front, and in obedience to 
such order the brigade line was formed at 5.20 a. m. in light marching 
order, camps unbroken. At this time, and for some time previous, dis- 
tant and heavy skirmishing was heard on the right of the army lines, 
but as the position of the firing remained unchanged it did not occa- 
sion serious alarm. Occasional shots were also fired from the picket- 
lines of the Second Division on the left of the pike. At 525 a, m. 
about thirty shots were fired in rapid succession on the picket-lines of 
General Crook’s command, whereupon the brigade, then under com- 
mand of Col. Dan. Macauley, Eleventh Indiana Volunteers, was 
ordered to occupy the works in its front, aud an aide was dispatched to 
inform General Grover of the attack. After afew moments of quiet 
the attack was resumed with great fury upon the left of the army lines, 
the firing consisting principally of heavy volleys of musketry, but 
intermingled with some discharges of artillery. In about ten minutes 
the tiring ceased, and it was then generally believed that the attack 
had been repulsed. Shortly after the cessation of firing information 
was received through our retreating men that our left flank had been 
turned, and that the enemy was in possession of the ground which had 
been held by General Crook’s command. Although it was now day- 
light, a dense fog obscured the view and hid the movements. of the 
enemy. The following dispositions were then made of the command 
to receive the expected attack: The One hundred and seventy-sixth 
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New York and the three left companies of the One hundred and fifty- 
sixth New York were placed in line facing the southeast, and on a line 
at right angles with the brigade line and joining its left; the left of the 
One hundred and seventy-sixth New York reached nearly to and sup- 
ported Battery D, First Rhode Island Artillery. 

These dispositions had scarcely been made, and orders given to the 
men to reserve their fire until the enemy was near enough to make the 
fire effective, when we began to receive a heavy fire of musketry from 
the advancing, but still hidden,enemy. The fire came from our front, our 
right, and our left, with a heavy, but random, fire of artillery from the 
heights formerly occupied by General Crook’s command. The enemy’s 
lines were not developed until they were within 150 yards of our lines, 
and then were but dimly visible through the fog. At this time they 
opened a furious and destructive fire upon us, still advancing, which 
was vigorously and effectively returned, checking to some extent their 
advance. The enemy’s lines, as now developed, were nearly at right 
angles with the main brigade line, and facing the One hundred and 
seventy-sixth New York and the three companies of the One hundred 
and fifty-sixth New York, which had changed front. The left of their 
lines extended very nearly to Cedar Creek, while their right extended 
as far as the eye could reach through the fog and smoke. Ina very 
few moments they were on us in force, their left swinging to the right, 
while their right poured heavy volleys in our rear. A desperate hand- 
to-hand fight ensued on the left of the brigade line. The enemy had 
planted their colors on our works and were fighting desperately across 
them, meeting with a stubborn resistance, while they swarmed like bees 
round the battery on our left and rear. The enemy rushed upon, seized, 
and attempted to capture the colors of the One hundred and fifty-sixth 
and One hundred and seventy-sixth New York, but in both instances 
they were saved by stripping them from their staffs while the enemy 
had them in partial possession. We were crushed by the weight of 
numbers, and compelled to hastily fall back by the only road left to 
us, viz, by the right along the line of works, which was effected with 
considerable loss, many being sbot down or captured in the pits. At 
or shortly before this time Col. Dan. Macauley was shot down and 
seriously wounded while gallantly cheering on his men, and the com- 
mand of the brigade devolved upon me. The regiments were all rallied 
on their respective colors in a short time, and at the earliest practicable 
moment the command was reported to General Grover, and was ordered 
by him to take position on the right of the Sixth Corps, still slowly 
falling back. About 10 a, m. I was ordered to halt my command and 
await further orders, by command of General Emory. In this position 
we remained (on a hill commanding an extensive view) for some time, 
when, perceiving that the army was forming for an attack, and seeing 
that its flank on iny front was protected by the advance of the cavalry 
uid horse artillery, and fearing that my exact position might have been 
forgotten or overlooked, I took the responsibility of collecting all strag- 
glers and organizing them with my command, and marching rapidly 
with them by tie right flank to where the troops were forming. Ithere 
reported in person to General Emory, who approved my action and 
ordered me to take a position on the right flank of the Nineteenth 
Corps, Supporting a section of the Seventeenth Indiana Battery. Ina 
short time we were ordered to support the First Brigade of this divis- 
ion, and moved to assault the enemy, which was rapidly and success- 
fully performed. 
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_ During the attack and subsequent pursuit we changed front many 
times in accordance with orders from staff officers, moving through a 
difficult and wooded country, exposed frequently to a severe fire in 
front and flanks, and by the time the sun went down the brigade oceu- 
pied its old camp-ground with the enemy routed and flyin g in disorder 
beyond Fisher’s Hill, pursued by our cavalry. 

The aggregate losses of the regiments of the brigade in killed, 
wounded, and missing are as follows: Thirty-eighth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, 54; One hundred and twenty-eighth New York Volunteers, 
95; One hundred and fifty-sixth New York Volunteers, 92; One hun- 
dred and seventy-sixth New York Volunteers, 53; One hundred and 
seventy-fifth New York Volunteers, 3; total, 297 men.* 

The casualties will show how obstinately the ground was held. The 
very heavy detail of 5 officers and 175 men was on -picket in front of 
the division, and many of these were captured by the rapid advance of 
the enemy on the other side of Cedar Creek. The One hundred and 
seventy-fifth New York Volunteers, Capt. Charles McCarthey com- 
manding, was detached from the brigade guarding the ammunition 
train and held the enemy in check until -the train was removed to a 
place of safety under a heavy fire. 

I desire before closing to bear testimony to the gallantry and good 
conduct of each and every member of the brigade staff, viz: Capt. 
Charles W. Kennedy, One hundred and fifty-sixth New York, acting 
assistant adjutant-general; Capt. T. P. Rundlet, Thirty-eighth Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers, provost-marshal; Lieut. H. E. Macomber, Thirty- 
eighth Massachusetts Volunteers, acting aide-de-camp; Lieut. Hugene 
Franklin, One hundred and seventy-sixth New York, acting aide-de- 
camp. 

The following-named officers also distinguished themselves by their 
coolness and efficiency: Maj. Charles F. Allen, commanding ‘Thirty- 
eighth Massachusetts Volunteers; Capt. James J. Hoyt, One hundred 
and fifty-sixth New York Volunteers; Capt. Alfred Cooley, One hun- 
dred and fifty-sixth New York Volunteers; Capt. Ethan G. Locke, One 
hundred and seventy-sixth New York Volunteers; Capt. Charles R. 
Anderson, One hundred and twenty-eighth New York Volunteers; 
Lieut. Charles B. Western, One hundred and fifty-sixth New York 
Volunteers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED NEAFIBE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. E. A. FISKE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 98. 


Report of Maj. Charles F. Allen, Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Infantry, 

of operations October 19. 
HpgRs. THIRTY-EIGHTH MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 22, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report relative to the 

part taken by this commandin the engagement near Oedar Creek, Va., 
October 19, 1864: 

The regiment, in accordance with orders received, was ready to move 

at5a.m. At that time heavy firing was heard to the left, and orders 


*For statement in detail, see p. 134. 
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were received to occupy the breast-works in front of the camp. Shortly 
after the enemy were seen advancing on the left, and having gained a 
position on the flank we were subjected to an enfilading fire which ren- 
dered the breast-works useless. Orders were given “in retreat, march.” 
From that time the command continued to fall back under a heavy 
musketry and artillery fire. At noon changed position toward the left, 
and about 2 p. m. took up position in second line of battle. About 3 
p. m. went forward in the charge upon the enemy. At sunset gained 
the position left in the morning and made camp for the night. 

The following is a list of casualties: One officer and 18 enlisted men 
wounded, 33 enlisted men prisoners, 2 enlisted men missing. 

CHARLES F. ALLEN, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. J. HIBBERT, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 99. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Alfred Neafie, One hundred and fifty-siath New 
York Infantry, of operations September 19-30. 


HEADQUARTERS 156TH NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Harrisonburg, September 30, 1864. 


Inobedience to orders I have the honor to report the following opera- 
tions of my regiment from the 19th of September to the present date: 

I broke camp on the advanced line on the right of Second Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps, at Berryville, at 1 a.m. September 19, and 
reported with my command at headquarters Third Brigade, Second 
Division, at 1.30 a.m.; marched from thence to about one mile and a 
half beyond Opequon Creek and formed line of battle about 10.30 
a.m. My regiment formed the left of the brigade line, and joined the 
right of the advance line of the Sixth Corps, and threw out a line of 
skirmishers under the command of Capt. Alfred Cooley, which joined 
with the skirmish line of the Sixth Corps, and covering the front of my 
regiment. The line was immediately and warmly engaged by the 
enemy’s skirmishers in the woods on our front. About 11 a.m. I was 
ordered to advance and guide on the right of the Sixth Corps, which 
order I executed, and in order to do so I was obliged to oblique my 
regiment very much to the left. The advance was made under a severe 
fire, across an open field of about 500 yards in width, until we came 
within 150 yards of the enemy, who were posted in two lines with cav- 
alry in their rear and a battery directly in our front, when the left of 
my regiment plunged into a thick woods. From this point our advance 
was down a slope, exposing us to a terrific fire from both lines of the 
enemy. We still advanced until we came within thirty yards of the 
enemy’s line, when, finding that we had no support in our rear and the 
line on our left and right was giving way, we were obliged to fall back 
about 200 yards, where we halted, rallied the men on the colors, and 
opened fire on the enemy, which checked his advance. At this time I 
saw a line advancing to our support on our right flank, and fell back 
with my regiment to the woods from whence the right of the Sixth 
Corps had advanced. I there halted and reformed my line under a 
severe fire, which was vigorously returned. 
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_ The enemy now began to fall back, when we charged and drove him 
in disorder over the hill, capturing some prisoners, the enemy leaving 
a number of killed and wounded behind him. I halted, realigned my 
regiment at the edge of the woods, and gave three cheers, and then ad- 
vanced about seventy-five yards to the brow of the little hill command- 
ing their position. I then ordered my command to lie down, and opened 
a rapid and effective fire on the enemy’s line. About this time I was 
notified that Col. Jacob Sharpe, commanding Third Brigade, was 
wounded, and that the command of the brigade devolved upon me. I 
then moved the One hundred and twenty-eighth New York, under the 
command of Captain Anderson, to the right of the One hundred and 
fifty-sixth New York and on the same line, and a portion of the Thirty- 
eighth Massachusetts, under command of Captain Bennett, on the right 
of the One hundred and twenty-eighth New York (a portion of the 
Thirty-eighth Massachusetts, under command of Major Allen, being 
with the Second Brigade), and the entire line opened a vigorous fire. 
About 3 p.m. I saw that the line on our right was advancing ata 
charge, and I ordered an advance of the entire brigade line, which was 
executed in gallant style. The One hundred and fifty-sixth New York, 
Capt. James J. Hoyt commanding, had expended all their cartridges, 
and advanced without firing a shot, driving the enemy rapidly before 
them, capturing a number of prisoners, among them a colonel and lieu- 
tenant-colonel. The advance was continued up to the works on the top 
ot the hill, when the line was crowded out by the advance of the troops 
on our right, and the brigade was halted for a short time to replenish 
our ammunition. The advance was continued to two miles beyond 
Winchester, where I reported to General Grover and went into camp 
for the night. 

Colonel Foster having joined he assumed command of the brigade 
next morning, September 20; the regiment marched to Strasburg that 
day, and on the next day, September 21, we went into position on the 
hills. On the 22d the regiment was moved to a hill in the front of the 
enemy’s line on Fisher’s Hill. My regiment occupied the extreme left of 
the brigade line. I was ordered to fortify the hill and hold it at all haz- 
ards. About 12m. I was ordered to send a working party, without arms, 
to fortify a hillin case the One hundred and twenty-eighth New York suc- 
ceeded in driving the enemy’s front in. The left wing of my regiment, 
under command of Capt. James J. Hoyt, and supported by the One hun- 
dred and seventy-sixth New York, advanced to the hill occupied by the 
skirmishers of the One hundred and twenty-eighth New York and for- 
tified the hill under a severe fire. The rest of my regiment was subse- 
quently sent forward under my command, where we remained until 
relieved by the Twenty-eighth Iowa. I then marched my regiment 
back, took our arms, and. about 6 p.m. advanced on the left of the 
Second Brigade to attack the enemy, and charged them in line of battle 
for a distance of two miles. Since that time I have nothing of unusual 
importance to report. We have accompanied the brigade in all its 
movements to the present date. 

My total loss on the 19th at Winchester was: Wounded, commissioned 
officers, 3; enlisted men, 88. Killed, enlisted men, 20. At Iisher’s 
Hill, September 22: Wounded, enlisted men, 4. Total, 115. 

I cannot close without expressing my appreciation of the bravery and 
good conduct of the officers and 2nen of my command. To mention one 
of the ofticers would seem to impute that others did not do their whole 
duty, which was not the case, but I cannot close without expressing my 
thanks to Lieut. M. Hasbrouck, acting quartermaster, who volunteered 
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his services and rendered me efficient aid. I regret to state that he 
received a severe wound from a piece of shell during the last charge, 
which disabled him temporarily. I would further state that the color- 
sergeant and four corporals were shot down under the colors, doing 
their duty bravely and well. . 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED NEAFIE, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Commanding 156th New York Volunteers. 


Capt. CHARLES W. KENNEDY, ; i 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Brigade. 


No. 100. 


Reports of Col. David Shunk, Highth Indiana Infantry, commanding 
Fourth Brigade, of operations September 19-23 and October 19. 


Hpgrs. rourtH Bric., SEConD Dry., 19TH ARMY CORPS, 
Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the following operations of my 
command since leaving Berryville, Va., September 19, 1864, te the 
present date: 

On the morning of the 19th instant moved from camp near Berry- 
ville, and after crossing the Opequon took position on the extreme right 
of the line in rear of the First Brigade as supporting column. After a 
short rest, orders being given to advance, moved forward about 100 
yards in rear of General Birge, and was still advancing when the left 
regiments were thrown into confusion by the falling back of the front 
line and an enfilading fire from the enemy’s battery at short range. 
The regiment on the right (Eighth Indiana) held its position until all 
on the left had retired, when, to avoid being flanked, it fell back in 
good order, and after being rejoined by the Eighteenth Indiana, in 
accordance with orders took position on the right flank and held it 
until relieved by a portion of General Crook’s command. The Twenty- 
fourth and Twenty-eighth Iowa, under their respective commanders, 
with a part of Colonel Molineux’s brigade, moved to the support of 
the battery stationed in the strip of woods on the left of my brigade, 
and gallantly repulsed the enemy, whe was advancing to take the bat- 
tery. The loss of those two regiments (Twenty-fourth and Twenty- 
eighth Iowa) in this part of the engagement was very heavy, especially 
in line officers, of whom over one-half were killed or wounded. Upon 
the advance of the Sixth Corps, my brigade having been reformed, I 
moved forward on the right of the division in the advance line and so 
continued until we bivouacked at Winchester. The casualties during 
the engagement were 4 officers and 25 men killed, 12 officers and 137 
men wounded, and 27 men missing; total loss, 16 officers and 189 men.* 

On the morning of the 20th advanced toward Strasburg, arriving 
there in the afternoon, and took up position on the left, near the Shen- 
andoah River, and bivouacked for the night in rear of General Birge. 
On the morning of the 21st I was ordered to the right of the pike, and 
on the 22d moved still farther to the right, in the woods, and erected 
fortifications in rear of First Division. In the evening, in obedience to 


* But see revised table, p. 115. 
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orders from General Birge, moved to the left and occupied the works 
erected by Colonel Macauley’s brigade, where I remained about an 
hour, and then pushed forward after the retreating enemy. Early in 
the afternoon of the 22d the Twenty-eighth Iowa was detached and sent 
forward as skirmishers, being under the direct orders of General 
Grover, and advanced to the enemy’s works, passing the sharpshooters 
of the advance brigade. They charged the battery in their front in the 
face of a heavy fire, and succeeded in routing the enemy, who fled pre- 
cipitately by cutting their horses loose and retreating pell-mell. This 
regiment, with Captain Entwistle’s company, One hundred and seventy- 
sixth New York Volunteers, captured four pieces of artillery and fol- 
lowed on in the advancing column after the retreating enemy about 
three miles, when I ordered them back to camp to get their knapsacks, 
which had been left behind when ordered out in the afternoon. They 
rejoined the command at Woodstock the following morning. As we 
advanced on the pike, after the retreating enemy, our advance was fired 
into about four miles from Strasburg, when I formed my brigade in line 
of battle on the right of the pike, and moved forward until the enemy 
retired, when I again proceeded by the flank, and at 5 a.m. 23d instant 
arrived at Woodstock and bivouacked. The casualties during the 
afternoon and night were 3 officers and 12 men wounded. 

Great credit is due to the officers and men of the command for their 
endurance and bravery in the several engagements, but I would espe- 
cially mention Lieut. Col. B. W. Wilson. commanding Twenty-eighth 
Iowa, who behaved in so gallant a manner in repelling the enemy’s 
charge on our battery at Winchester, as well as his conduct in the 
chargéontheenemy’s battery at Strasburg, which resulted inits capture. 

I will forward a nominal list of casualties as soon as completed. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID SHUNK, 
Colonel Highth Indiana, Commandina. 


Capt. JOSEPH HIBBERT, Jr., 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Second Div., Nineteenth Army Corps. 


Hpgrs. FourTH Bric., Second Dtv., 19TH ARMY CORPS, 
Cedar Oreek, Va., October 24, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of opera- 
tions of my command in the engagement on the 19th of October, instant: 

On the evening of the 18th instant I was ordered to move forward 
on the following morning (19th) at 5 o’clock and occupy the works of 
the First and Third Brigades, who were ordered on a reconnaissance 
in the direction of Fisher’s Hill, where the enemy were encamped. 
Accordingly, at that hour my command was under arms, when heavy 
musketry firing was heard on our left in the direction of the Highth 
Corps, and I was ordered to move by the left to protect the flank, 
which I immediately did, my right resting near the left of the Third 
Brigade, the lineextending diagonally across the pike, the right regiment 
(Highth Indiana) supporting Battery D, First Rhode Island Artillery. 
In consequence of the dense fog, which existed at the time, the enemy 
advanced on the battery and were within a short distance of it before we 
could distinguish whether they were friends or foes, the more so, as we 
supposed them to be a portion of the Eighth Corps, and notwithstand- 
ing we received a very heavy fire from that direction we did not reply 
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to it until they charged directly on the battery. Five pieces were with- 
drawn successfully, and while attempting to save the last one Major 
Hart (of General Grover’s staff), Capt. William D. Watson, and Lieut. 
George W. Quay (both of Highth Indiana) were killed, and Lieut. Col. 
A. J. Kenny (commanding Highth Indiana) severely wounded. By 
this time the left had entirely given way and the enemy’s line was on 
my flank and rear, when I fell back about 500 yards and took position 
with my line facing the pike, and held it until the enemy in large force 
had crossed the pike, when to avoid being cut oft I again fell back, 
passing to the west of the stone house (General Sheridan’s headquar- 
ters) to a point nearly half a mile north of it, when I halted, formed 
line on the left of First Brigade (General Birge’s), aifd remained until 
ordered to move by right of regiments to the rear, which I did, taking 
position on the right of the Sixth Corps as supporting column of Sec- 
ond Brigade (Colonel Molineux’s), where we formed a temporary breast- 
work of fence rails. One regiment of my command (Twenty-fourth 
Iowa) was here, by order of General Emory, moved to the right of the 
First Division to protect the right flank, and did not rejoin me until 
we moved forward and had advanced some distance. At 3.30 p. m. we 
assumed the offensive and advanced upon the enemy, steadily driving 
them from every position, until we again had possession of the camp- 
ground occupied by us in themorning; here we halted. About 8 p. m., 
in obedience to an order from General Birge (commanding division), I 
moved forward to near Strasburg to support First Division, Nineteenth 
Army Corps, and under order from General Dwight bivouacked for 
the night without fires, the mem suffering severely for want of blankets 
and proper clothing to protect them from the excessive cold. On the 
following morning (20th) the Second Division moved up and I rejoined 
it with my command. 

It would appear invidious to mention individual cases of gallantry 
during the day where all, both officers and nen, did their whole duty. 
I can only refer to A, J. Kenny, lieutenant-colonel, commanding Kighth 
Indiana; W.S. Charles, lieutenant-colonel, commanding Eighteenth 
Indiana; J. Q. Wilds, lieutenant-colonel, commanding Twenty-fourth 
Iowa; B. W. Wilson, lieutenant-colonel, commanding Twenty-eighth 
Iowa, who were wounded early in the engagement, while bravely lead- 
ing their men against the enemy; Ira Hough, private, Company E, 
Eighth Indiana; Richard Taylor, private, Company EH, Eighteenth 
Indiana, who each captured a battle-flag from the enemy. 

My brigade captured during the day 42 prisoners. 

The casualties in my command were 28 officers and 304 enlisted men 
killed, wounded, and missing.* 

I cannot close this report without referring to the bravery of the 
lamented Major Hart (of General Grover’s staff), who was killed while 
cheering on the men in their attempt to save the last gun of Battery 
D, First Rhode Island Artillery. In him we have lost a noble, brave, 
efficient officer. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID SHUNK, 
Colonel Highth Indiana, Commanding. 


Capt. KE. A. FISKE, 
Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Div., Nineteenth Army Corps. 


* But see revised table, p. 134, 
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No. 101. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. Edward Wright, Twenty-fourth Iowa Infantry, of 
operations September 19-22 and October 19. 


Hpqrs. TWENTY-FOURTH IoWA INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Russell, Va., November 19, 1864. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Twenty-fourth Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers 
in the battle of Opequon or Winchester, Va., September 19, 1864: 

The regiment was commanded by Lieut. Col. J. Q. Wilds, but circum- 
stances beyond his control prevented him from making an official report 
prior to the battle of Cedar Creek, at which place he was severely 
wounded and has since died; for this reason I. take the responsibility 
of making it myself. On the 18th of September orders were issued 
from army headquarters requiring all transportation to be sent to the 
rear, also all extra baggage, retaining only such articles as could not 
be dispensed with, these to be carried by the men and officers’ horses. 
Thus stripped of everything that:would encumber its movements, the 
Army of the Shenandoah retired to rest in camp near Berryville, Va., 
on the evening of the 18th, with orders to be in line of battle ready to 
move at 2 o’clock next morning. The Twenty-fourth Iowa belonged to 
the Fourth Brigade, Second Division, Detachment Nineteenth Army 
Corps. The brigade, consisting of the Eighth and Eighteenth Indiana 
Veteran Volunteers, and the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-eighth Iowa, 
was commanded by Col. D. Shunk, Eighth Indiana Veteran Volunteers; 
the division, by Brig. Gen. C. Grover; the corps, by Brevet Major-Gen- 
eral Emory. At 3 o’clock the advance sounded, and the Nineteenth 
Corps moved out on the Winchester pike, halting about three miles 
west of Berryville for the Sixth Corps, commanded by Major-General 
Wright, to pass, as it was to have the advance. 

The Army of West Virginia, under command of General Crook, 
moved by another road to the right. Shortly after sunrise, the Sixth 
Corps having passed, the Nineteenth Corps was put in motion. The 
Second Division, having the advance, arrived at Opequon Creek about 
9 a.m., when heavy skirmishing and some cannonading was heard in the 
front near Winchester. Here we received orders to push forward rap- 
idly, as the cavalry and Sixth Corps were already engaged. When we 
had reached a point about three miles from Winchester we turned to 
the right and moved in the direction of the Winchester and Martins- 
burg pike about one mile, and formed line of battle on the right of the 
Sixth Corps. The Second Division was formed in two lines; the First 
and Third Brigades formed the first line, and the Second and Fourth Bri- 
gades the second. The Twenty-fourth Iowa was on the left center, the 
Twenty-eighth Lowa on the left, Eighth Indiana on the right, Eighteenth 
Indiana on the right center, the Fourth Brigade being on the extreme 
right. Soon after the First Division, Nineteenth Corps, commanded by 
Brigadier-General Dwight, came up and formed in the rear as a reserve. 
In this position we remained until about 12 m., when theadvance sounded 
and the whole line moved forward steadily. The front of the whole 
division was covered by a strip of woodland nearly a third of a mile 
wide. Beyond this woodland was an open field, about a quarter of a 
mile wide, beyond which was woodland again. When the second line 
emerged into the open field the first line was just entering the wood on 
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the opposite side, having driven the enemy’s skirmishers across the 
open field, and were driving the enemy. The enemy, discovering that 
our right flank was unprotected, threw a heavy column of infantry, 
with one battery of artillery, around on our right nearly at right angles 
with ourlines, and kept them concealed ina deephollow. In consequence 
of a flank fire from this column the first line gave back and passed 
through the second, when about half way across the field. This created 
some confusion, but the line was soon in good shape again and moving 
forward steadily. When within 100 yards of the woods the column 
that had been thrown around on our right opened out with musketry 
and canister-shot, showering the iron hail along and almost parallel 
with our ranks and mowing down our men by the score. 

As soon as the flank movement was discovered the whole line was 
ordered to fall back to the woods, which was done in as good order as 
could be expected under the circumstances. The line was reformed 
and advanced about one-fourth of the way across the field and halted, 
holding the enemy at bay until some troops could be thrown around 
to our right, as the enemy’s lines extended nearly half a mile to the 
right of ours. Up to this time the Twenty-fourth had had 2 officers 
mortally wounded, and 2 more severely, 6 enlisted men killed, and 
about 30 wounded. This line was held under a most destructive 
artillery fire from both the front and right flank for about two hours, 
when General Crook came up with the Army of West Virginia and 
formed on the right, relieving the most of the Fourth Brigade. Captains 
Rigby, Smith, and Martin, with Lieutenant Lucas, had been posted with 
their commands in a point of timber nearest the enemy, with orders to 
hold it at all hazards, and were not relieved. I had supplied them 
with ammunition, and when the fresh troops in making the final charge 
came up even with them they moved forward with the line, which 
drove the enemy from every position taken, until it became a perfect 
rout. In this last charge the Twenty-fourth lost a number of brave 
soldiers wounded and one killed. After the Fourth Brigade was 
relieved (except as above mentioned) boxes were filled up with ammu- 
nition, and it was moved to the extreme right in order to prevent any 
more flank movements of the enemy, but General Averell coming in 
with his cavalry rendered the movement entirely unnecessary. After 
the enemy was entirely routed and driven pell-mell from the field the 
regiment was got together and marched about two miles, and went into 
camp near Winchester on the Front Royal pike. 

Casualties during the day: Officers mortally wounded, 2; severely, 
4; enlisted men killed, 9; wounded, 56; captured, 3; total, 74, a list 
of which is hereto appended:* 

I cannot close this report without referring to Capt. J. R. Gould, of 
Company D, and Lieut. 8.8. Dillman, of Company E, both having been 
mortally wounded while leading their men on in the hottest of the bat- 
tle. Both were brave almost to rashness. In them the Twenty-fourth 
lost two valuable officers and society two valuable men. 

I have the honor to be, nost respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. ED. WRIGHT, 
Licutenant-Colonel Twenty-fourth Regiment Iowa Infty. Vols. 
Col. N. B. BAKER, 
Adjutant-General of Iowa. 


*But see revised table, p. 115. 
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Hpgrs. TWENTY-FOURTH IowA INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Russell, Va., November 19, 1864. 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Twenty-fourth Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers 
in the battle of Fisher’s Hill, Va., on the 22d of September, 1864: 

It had been a matter of doubt in my mind as to whether the part taken 
by the Twenty-fourth in that engagement was entitled to a report, but 
having received an order from Brevet Major-General Grover, command- 
ing division, to have it inscribed on the banner of the Twenty-fourth as 
one of the battles in which the regiment had been engaged, I thought 
proper to make the following report and forward it with the historical 
memoranda for 1864: The Army of the Shenandoah, after having 
driven Early from Winchester, Va., on the 19th, arrived at Strasburg 
on the evening of the 20th, and found the enemy posted in a strong 
position on Fisher’s Hill, his line reaching from the base of the Massa- 
nutten Mountain to near the base of Little North Mountain, fronting 
on Strasburg, and about one mile and a half south. During the 21st 
continual skirmishing was going on in front, with but few casualties 
on either side. The Army of West Virginia, under command of Gen- 
eral Crook, was thrown forward in the direction of Little North Moun- 
tain and near the enemy’s left. The Sixth Corps, commanded by Major- 
General Wright, followed Crook, and occupied the center. The Nine- 
teenth Corps, Brevet Major-General Emory commanding, moved in 
between Wright’s left and the Shenandoah, the line passing through 
the north side of Strasburg. In this position both armies rested on 
their arms during the night, the pickets within hailing distance. 

Cn the morning of the 22d strong skirmish lines were thrown out, 
the whole army being put in motion and moved to the right near two 
miles, which threw a portion of Crook’s command beyond the enemy’s 
extreme left. The Nineteenth Corps was formed in two lines immedi- 
ately in front of Fisher’s Hill, the left resting on Strasburg, the Sec- 
ond Division on the extreme left, the Third Brigade (Colonel Macauley) 
and First Brigade (General Birge) forming the first line. The Second 
Brigade (Colonel Molineux) and Fourth Brigade (Colonel Shunk) 
formed the second line, the Fourth Brigade being on the right. In 
this position we were ordered to throw up works, as the enemy could 
reach us with his artillery, occasional shots from which were bounding 
through our lines. The works were immediately commenced, and by 10 
p. m. works of sufficient strength were completed to protect us from the 
enemy’s shells, which were increasing. During this time heavy skir- 
mishing was going on in front, and Crook was winding his way along the 
base of Little North Mountain, endeavoring to get to the enemy’s rear. 
By 3 p. m. the enemy’s skirmishers had been driven back near half a 
mile, and Crook was progressing finely. The Twenty-fourth was now 
ordered out and moved to the extreme left through a shower of the 
enemy’s Shells, having to cross an open plain immediately in front and 
within easy range of the enemy’s guns on the hill, and took position in 
support of the First Maine Battery, which was keeping up a vigorous 
fire on the enemy’s works. This position we were ordered to hold at 
all hazards. The Second Division, Nineteenth Corps, was moved to 
the left, and took position immediately in front of the enemy’s works on 
the hill, but concealed behind a ridge from which the enemy’s skir- 
mishers had been driven during the fore part of theday. About sunset 
it was ascertained that Crook had been successful in getting in the 
rear of the enemy’s left, when, at a preconcerted signal from Sheridan’s 
headquarters, the whole line was ordered to advance at the double- 
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quick, which was done, accompanied by such yells as Sheridan’s army 
only can give. The enemy, seeing the whole line advancing, prepared 
to receive the attack and opened on the lines with all the artillery 
that could be brought to bear, which was promptly answered by our 
artillery and the loud shouts of the advancing lines. Our lines pressed 
forward, driving the enemy from every position taken, untilevery rebel 
was either driven from the hill, killed, or captured. The victory was 
complete, everything that could impede their progress was left behind, 
guns in position and caissons with teams all ready to move. Early’s 
army was now for the second time ‘‘skedaddling” up the Valley. 

It was now dark, but we were ordered to push forward in hopes of 
capturing more of the fleeing enemy. The pursuit was kept up all night, 
arriving at Woodstock at daylight on the morning of the’23d, where 
tired, hungry, and sleepy, the victorious army rested for a few hours. 
The night was very dark, the route to be passed one entirely strange, 
and the enemy, finding that he was pursued, kept out a rear guard with 
one piece of artillery, the only one left. The guard fired on us frequently 
during the night at different points, rendering the march very difficult. 
The Twenty-fourth was very fortunate, although at one time receiving 
the entire volley of the enemy’s rear guard at close range. 

Casualties, 1 officer severely wounded and 4 men slightly. 

The officers and men all did their whole duty and were anxious to 
push forward. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. WRIGHT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Twenty-fourth Regiment Iowa Infty. Vols. 
Col. N. B. BAKER, 
Adjutant-General, State of Towa. 


Hpg@Rs. TWENTY-FOURTH IOWA INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Russell, Va., November 19, 1864. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Twenty-fourth Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers 
in the battle of Cedar Creek, Va., on the 19th of October, 1864: 

The regiment belonged to the Fourth Brigade, Second Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps, Brevet Major-General Emory commanding 
corps, Brigadier-General Grover commanding division, and Colonel 
Shunk, Highth Indiana Veteran Volunteers, commanding brigade. 
The brigade occupied the left of the second line, which was about 
200 paces in rear of the line of works occupied by the first line. 
The lett of the brigade rested about 200 yards to the right of 
the pike leading from Winchester to Staunton. The works in our 
front were occupied by the Third Brigade, Second Division, Nineteenth 
Army Corps, with Battery D, First Rhode Island Artillery, near the 
pike on the left. The regiment occupied the right center of the bri- 
gade, with the Twenty-eighth Iowa on the left. The Eighth Corps, 
under command of Major-General Crook, was posted on the left of the 
pike and about 300 paces to the front. The Sixth Corps was on the 
right of the Nineteenth, with its right thrown back toward Middletown 
about one mile. Our teams parked about one mile in the rear. The 
enemy was in camp at Fisher’s Hill some four miles to the front. 
In this position we all retired to our “virtuous couches” on the evening 
of the 18th, not even suspecting our danger or the Yankee trick that 
Early was going to play on us next morning. Soon after retiring to 
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bed Colonel Wilds, then in command of the regiment, received orders 
to have the men under arms at precisely 5 o’clock next morning, as 
the first line was to make areconnaissance to the front and the Fourth 
Brigade was to move up to the works as soon as vacated. In obodi- 
ence to this order, at 5 o’clock the regiment was all in line of battle 
and ready to move to the works. Having reason to believe the recon- 
naissance would not last more than one or two hours, as the order was 
not to bring on an engagement, everything except arms and accouter- 
ments were left in tents. At 5.10 o’clock firing commenced on the 
picket-line of the Eighth Corps. Supposing it to be only a reconnais- 
sance by the enemy it created but little alarm. Ina few minutes heavy 
firing commenced on the left and front of the Eighth Corps. . 

It was not yet daylight, and a dense fog, which had settled to the 
ground, rendered it almost impossible to distinguish objects at any dis- 
tance. Soon after the firing commenced on the left the brigade was 
ordered to move by the left flank until the left of the Twenty-fourth 
Iowa rested on the pike. Colonel Wilds ordered me to ride to the left 
of the regiment and lead it to the place indicated, but before reaching 
the pike I was ordered to halt and take position, as we were already 
receiving the enemy’s fire. The regiment was halted, and the right 
thrown forward so as to form a line across the crest of the hill at an 
angle of 45 degrees with the pike, the right of the brigade, Eighteenth 
Indiana Veteran Volunteers, supporting the battery on the left of the 
first line. The fog was so dense that it was impossible to tell what 
was in front of us, and as the Kighth Corps was falling back at the 
time our fire was reserved until the enemy had pressed his columns 
close up to and charged the battery on the right, one piece of which 
was captured. We held the position, however, until Colonel Shunk, 
discovering that the enemy had thrown a column across the pike on 
our left, ordered the brigade to fall back about 500 yards and take 
position parallel to and facing the pike. This was done in good order, 
and the position taken and held until it became necessary, in the opin- 
ion of General Grover, to fall back in order to prevent being cut off 
entirely. Up to this time the regiment had lost 6 men killed and about 
40 wounded. The order was given to fall back as rapidly as possible 
in the direction of the camp of the Sixth Corps. The enemy came in 
heavy force on our left and captured 4 officers and about 40 men. The 
brigade fell back about one mile and formed between the First Brigade, 
General Birge; and the Sixth Corps, which was on the left. Previous 
to this time Colonel Wilds had been wounded and carried from the 
field. I had also received a bruise on my hip from a piece of shell, and 
a wound from a musket ball in the left arm, near the elbow, which sick- 
ened me so that I could not ride for near an hour, and the regiment 
was commanded by Capt. L. Clark during my absence. 

Soon after I returned to the regiment, which was then in the position 
above mentioned, the enemy made a flank movement to the left of the 
Sixth Corps, rendering it necessary for it to fall back,and we were 
ordered to retire by the right of regiments to the rear. We moved in 
this manner nearly three miles, halted, took position, procured ammu- 
nition, and prepared to renew the battle. Atter we had rested about 
half an hour, Major-General Sheridan came on the field, having been 
absent since the morning of the 18th. He ordered the HKighth Corps to 
take position on the left of the pike between Middletown and Newtown, 
the Sixth Corps the center, and the Nineteenth Corps the right. Sent 
two divisions of cavalry to the right and one to the left. The Fourth 
Brigade was formed on the extreme left of the Nineteenth Corps, con- 
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necting with the right of the Sixth Corps. In this position the troops 
were ordered to rest and throw up some temporary works. About 12 
o’clock I was ordered to move the Twenty-fourth lowa to the extreme 
right of the Nineteenth Corps and protect the flank. I immediately 
moved to the place indicated, took position, and threw out a skirmish 
line. In this position I remained until 3 p. m., when I received orders 
to call in my skirmishers and take my place in the line as it was going 
to advance. My skirmishers had just reported when the advance was 
sounded. In order to get my position in the line I had to double-quick 
about one mile, and during the greater part of this distance we had to 
pass through the fire of the enemy’s guns, which overshot our advancing 
columns, the shells exploding in the rear. About 3.30 o’clock I got my 
place in the line, which steadily advanced, driving the enemy from every 
position taken until we reached the camp we leftin the morning. Here 
we halted and made some coffee (those of us who were fortunate enough 
to have any), the first we had tasted since the evening of the 18th. We 
found one wounded officer there, who had hidden among the rocks 
during the day,and quite a number of our wounded men. Everything 
was taken from our camp, leaving the men and most of the officers 
without haversacks, blankets, or shelter-tents. At 8 p.m. the regiment 
moved forward with the brigade to a point near Strasburg to protect 
the parties that were sent out to collect the property abandoned by the 
enemy in his hasty retreat. There we bivouacxed for the night without 
fires, the men suffering severely for want of blankets and proper clothing 
to protect them from the excessive cold. On the following morning (20th) 
the remainder of the Second Division came up, and we went into camp 
about one mile from Strasburg. 

It would appear invidious to mention individual cases of gallantry 
during the day, when all, both men and officers, did their whole duty. 
I cannot close, however, without referring to the bravery of our lamented 
Colonel Wilds, who was wounded soon after daylight, and died Novem- 
ber 18. In him we lost a noble, brave, and efficient officer. Captain 
Knott and Lieutenant Kurtz were wounded and captured, but both 
were retaken in the evening. Captain Smith and Lieutenant Davis 
were captured in the morning about daylight. 

The loss of the regiment was: Killed—enlisted men, 7. Wounded— 
officers, 6; enlisted men, 39. Captured—officers, 2; enlisted men, 39. 
Total casualties, 93, a list of which is hereto annexed. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. WRIGHT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Twenty-fourth Iowa Infantry Volunteers. 
Col. N. B. BAKER, 
Adjutant-General State of Towa. 


No. 102. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. Bartholomew W. Wilson, Twenty-eighth Iowa 
Infantry, of operations September 19 and 22. ~ 
HbQRs. TWENTY-EIGHTH IowA INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 
CoLONEL : In compliance with orders from brigade headquarters, I 
submit the following report of the part taken by my regiment in the 
engagement near Winchester, Va., on the 19th day of September, 1864: 
_Early on the morning of the 19th instant I broke camp near Berry- 
ville, Va., and advanced with the rest of the brigade on the Winchester 
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pike. After crossing the Opequon we formed in line of battle, my regi- 
ment oceupying the extreme left of the brigade. On receiving orders 
to advance I immediately moved forward, and was soon warmly engag- 
ing the enemy. The First Brigade of our division (being in advance) 
gave way and were pressed back through our lines, yet we moved 
steadily forward for about fifty yards under one of the most withering 
fires of shot, shell, and canister I have ever witnessed. Here I was 
ordered to halt. At this point the fighting was most terrific, yet, 1 am 
happy to say, none showed a disposition to either flinch from duty or 
fall.back. We remained in this position until the right of the brigade, 
being yressed back, exposed my command to a severe flank fire, and I 
was forced to fall back a short distance to the cover of the timber, 
where we rallied and drove back the enemy, who were in the act of 
charging one of our batteries (First Maine). Wesoon charged forward 
and took possession of our former position, where we remained until, 
our ammunition being expended, we were relieved by troops from 
Crook’s command. We then obtained a fresh supply of ammunition 
and pressed forward to the front line again, where we remained until 
ordered to join the brigade in pursuit of the retreating foe. We fol- 
lowed them beyond Winchester. Here, night overtaking us, we lay 
down to rest and dream over the events of the day. 

Too much cannot be said in praise of both officers and men who stood 
boldly forth in defense of the old flag and did their duty so nobly. 
Not an officer flinched nor a man gave back, except by my order. I 
eannot forbear making especial mention of the following officers for 
gallantry on the field: Capt. J. W. Carr, of Company C, was severely 
wounded, yet he continued to cheer the men under -his command until 
borne from the field. Adjt. Joseph G. Strong was wounded in the 
early part of the engagement, had his wounds dressed on the field, and 
refused to leave the same, although advised to do so by surgeons, but 
continued to rally and cheer the men until victory was ours. He is a 
brave and fearless officer and worthy of promotion. Tirst Lieut. D.5S. 
Dean, of Company C, was wounded, and told his own son not to leave 
the ranks to assist him until the rebels were whipped, and he did not 
until ordered to do so by me. 

Casualties: Killed, 12; wounded, 53; missing, 22; total, $7. 

With many respects, I remain, your obedient servant, 
B. W. WILSON, 
Lieutenanyt-Colonel, Commanding Twenty-eighth Lowa Infantry. 


Col. D. SHUNK, 
Eighth Indiana Infty., Comdg. 4th Brig., 2d Div., 19th Corps. 


Hpars. TWENTY-EIGHTH IOWA INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
In the Field, near Harrisonburg, Va., September 27, 1864. 

COLONEL: In compliance with your request, I submit the following 
report of the part taken by the Twenty-eighth Iowa in the battle of 
Fisher’s Hill, Va., on the 22d day of September, 1864: 

On the morning of the 22d we moved forward a short distance 
toward the enemy, who were strongly intrenched at Fisher’s Hill, a 
naturally strong position, a short distance above Strasburg. Some 
considerable maneuvering was made in the early part of the day, but 
we finally got a position and were ordered to fortify. We had scarcely 
commenced work when I received orders to report with my regiment to 
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General Grover for special duty. On reporting, I was ordered to the 
front line, a commanding position from which the enemy’s skirmishers 
had just been driven. Asa battery immediately preceded me, I sup- 
posed that I was there as its support. I soon had constructed a sort 
of intrenchment, a protection against the bullets of rebel sharpshooters. 
Here I remained until about 4 p.m., when I was ordered by General 
Grover to deploy as skirmishers on the right of the Tweuty-second 
Iowa and to proceed as far as practicable toward the intrenched posi- 
tion of the enemy. We steadily advanced toward their works to within 
about 300 yards, when, pouring in volley after volley with great 
rapidity, the enemy seemed to waver, whereupon I ordered a charge. 
With a prolonged shout we went after them, scaling their works, driv- 
ing them in confusion before us, capturing a six-gun battery, a large 
quantity of ammunition, and a number of prisoners. After following 
them for about a mile, and heavy lines of infantry coming up, I received 
orders to return for the knapsacks of my regiment which had been left 
previous to making the charge. 

1 have no fault to find with either officers or men; all deserve praise; 
not one flinched or fled, when it seemed as though we were charging 
into the very jaws of death. 

My loss was extremely light; I lost only five wounded in the charge. 

With respect, I am, your obedient servant, 
B. W. WILSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


Col. D. SHUNK, : 
Highth Indiana Infty., Comdg. 4th Brig., 2d Div., 19th A. C. 


No. 103. 


Report of Capt. Albert W. Bradbury, First Maine Battery, of oper- 
ations September 19-26. 


HEADQUARTERS First MAINE BAtrrery, 
In the Field, near Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by my command in the recent engagements and pursuit from 
September 19 to September 26: 

In obedience to orders, | marched with the column at 2 o’clock on the 
morning of the 19th. The march was urged rapidly until the enemy 
was discovered in position, when I halted under cover of rolling ground 
and awaited orders for the general advance., I had no part in the 
engagement until it became general, which was late in the forenoon 
when the line of battle passed through the first piece of woods which 
separated us from the enemy’s line and which was being held by our 
skirmishers under'a brisk fire. I then advanced through the wood, 
moving in the rear of the First Brigade, until the opening was reached 
on the other side, where I brought four pieces into position upon the 
left of the road and opened fire upon the enemy’s line, which could be 
seen about 800 yards distant, lining the edge of the opposite wood. 
These two sections were commanded by Lieutenants Morton and Snow. 
Our troops were now heavily pressed upon the right of my position, and 
I moved down a section under Lieutenant Sanborn to help sustain that 
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portion of the line. J had seareely got in battery upon the edge of the 
woods when the line in front of me gave way and I was left without 
any infantry in my front. Only one thing remained to be done. The 
troops must have time to reform, and I was ordered into the gap which 
they had left. The section galloped into position immediately, and 
opened a most destructive fire upon the enemy’s line and upon a bat- 
tery which he had just planted directly in our front. This section was 
now under heavy fire from sharpshooters, from the battery in front, 
and from an enfilading battery upon the right, which was concealed by 
a piece of woods. The lieutenant commanding the section was wounded 
quite early and carried from the field. But affairs did not long remain 
in this condition. The infantry had reformed and charged most gal- 
lantly. The enemy fled after a most obstinate resistance, and the bat- 
tery, after firing its last round of ammunition, retired to procure a fresh 
supply. Itis proper for me to state, in this connection, that when the 
line of infantry broke, all my caissons, which had been within easy dis- 
tance, were ordered to the rear by the corps chief of artillery, and some 
delay was consequent in obtaining ammunition. The portion of the 
battery upon the left of the road had been engaged and under a heavy 
fire throughout. As soon as ammunition arrived, Lieutenant Snow’s 
section was thrown out to where Captain Taft had placed a section in 
advance of our former position upon the right. As our line had con- 
tinued to advance steadily, the repulse of the enemy now became a 
rout, and I pursued with the infantry as rapidly as the nature of the 
ground would permit, coming in battery at every available point and 
shelling the enemy whenever it was possible to do so. Fatigued with 
success and tired in pursuit, we gladly availed ourselves of the order 
to bivouac for the night near Winchester. 

On the 20th we marched from Winchester to Strasburg without being 
engaged. Nothing of importance occurred, and upon the 21st I made 
some experimental firing from the heights on the left of the pike before 
Strasburg with one piece of artillery, with no results. On the 22d, it 
having been decided to attack the enemy in his Strasburg position, my 
battery was placed in position upon the line of Colonel Molineux’s bri- 
gade, two pieces upon the first line, two upon the second, and two upon 
the high ground just in rear of the second line. The only firing was 
done upon the first line. Throughout the early part of the day the 
firing was desultory and directed mainly upon the enemy’s skirmish 
line, which was at times very annoying. At 12.30 p. m., a general 
advance having been ordered along the line, a vigorous shelling com- 
menced and continued for half an hour, when the line advanced. As 
upon the 19th, the enemy was routed, and the pursuit was kept up 
until the morning of the 23d, when we rested at Woodstock. At 12m, 
marched from Woodstock and encamped for the night near Edenburg. 
On the 24th the column moved at 7 a.m. and encamped for the night 
beyond New Market. Though the enemy’s rear was closely pressed, 
my command took no active part in the engagement. On the 25th we 
marched to Harrisonburg, where we are still in camp. : 

Where all my subaltern officers behaved so admirably, it would be 
unjust to discriminate between them. Lieutenant Sanborn’s position 
was, perhaps, the most trying, and he was wounded while gallantly 
working his guns under the most terrific fire of the day; I am happy 
to be able to state that his wound is not dangerous. My non-commis- 
sioned officers and men cannot be too highly praised for their steadiness 
and valor. I desire also to mention Captain Rigby, Twenty-fourth 
Iowa, who retired slowly and with great coolness amid much confusion, 
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and halted his men at my guns with a cheer. Upon this nucleus many 
men were induced to halt and reform who might otherwise have been 
still more demoralized. 

My casualties were 2 men killed and 1 officer and 6 men wounded. 
T lost 5 horses killed and 3 disabled by wounds. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. W. BRADBURY, 
Captain, First Maine Battery. 


Capt. E. D. HALEY, 
Commanding First Maine Battery. 


No. 104. 


Report of Lieut. John 8. Snow, First Maine Battery, of operations 
October 19. 


€amp First MAINE BATTERY, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 28, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by this battery in the action of the 19th instant: 

The battery was in position on the right of the pike between the First 
and Third Brigades, of the Seeond Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, in 
the front line. The battery was harnessed and hitched up agreeable to 
orders at 4 a.m., the cannoneers at their posts. When the enemy at- 
tacked the Kighth Corps, in position on our left and front, it was impos- 
sible to tell whether the enemy had driven them from their works or not, 
by reason of the dense fog and smoke. The battery did notopen fire until 
the enemy was discovered approaching the left of our line and descend- 
ing the hill toward the pike in the rear of the original position of the 
Highth Corps, when the two sections on the left of the battery (com- 
manded by Lieutenant Morton and First Sergeant Grimes) fired rapidly, 
using case-shot. At about the same time the enemy opened with a 
four-gun battery on our right and front, completely enfilading our posi- 
tion, several of their shells bursting between the guns of the battery. 
Soon after the enemy made their appearance on our left and rear, taking 
position on the crest of the hill on the left and running parallel with 
the pike, when one section (Lieutenant Morton commanding) was 
ordered by Major Bradbury, chief of artillery, Nineteenth Army Corps, 
to the left and rear to check their advance. This section went into 
position and opened fire at short range, firing directly across the pike. 
This section was without any infantry support, and when the enemy 
made the charge to gain possession of the pike they captured one 
piece, with the drivers, severely wounding Lieutenant Morton and 
Sergeant Mooney. The other four guns were still in position on the 
hill, firing at a column of the enemy crossing’ the bridge and advane- 
ing up the pike, and remained in this position until the enemy had got 
possession of the left of our works and were charging our position on 
the hill, when Major Sizer, of General Emory’s staff, ordered the battery 
to fall back. In retreating, the battery was subjected to a severe fire 
from the enemy until it had passed General Sheridan’s headquarters. 
The infantry had moved off previous to the battery leaving the hill. 
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One piece and one caisson was abandoned near the headquarters of 
Colonel Molineux, by reason of the horses and drivers being shot. 
One piece was abandoned near the headquarters of the Second Divis- 
ion for the same reason. The drivers of the caissons, when ordered to 
the rear previous to the guns leaving, mistook the order and attempted 
to go to the right of General Sheridan’s headquarters instead of the 
left as ordered, and were captured in endeavoring to get to the pike. 
The battery returned with the infantry and took position on the left of 
the Sixth Corps line, when it was ordered to the left and rear, taking 
position on the hill on the left of the Third Brigade, Second Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps, when the line was again reformed still farther 
to the leftand rear. 1 was ordered by the chief ot’ artillery to the rear 
of the line and to hold the battery in readiness for action and to ad- 
vance with the infantry. When our lines advanced in the afternoon, I 
followed with the battery closely, but was not engaged. When we had 
regained our position of the morning I was ordered to my old position 
on the hill between the First and Third Brigades, Second Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps, where we encamped for the night. 

On the morning of the 20th the battery marched to Strasburg and 
went into position on the right of the pike. On the 21streturned to Cedar 
Creek and resumed our old position. Lieutenant Haley, commanding 
the battery, was severely wounded in the thigh early in the engage- 
ment, but gallantly remained on the field until the retreat was ordered, 
and got safely off the field with much difficulty and is now in hospital 
at Sandy Hook. Iam happy to state that his wound is doing well and 
that he will soon rejoin his command. 

Lieutenant Morton, after being wounded in the arm and leg, was 
being led from the field, when he was wounded again in the bowels 
and died immediately. I wish I could express my admiration for his 
many noble qualities and my sorrow at his loss. In him the service 
has lost one of its bravest and best officers and his brother officers a 
genial companion. 

I desire to mention First Sergeant Grimes, Sergeant Oliver, and 
Corporals Carr and McNamara for conspicuous gallantry on the field. 
First Sergeant Grimes, in command of a section, remained on the hill, 
cheering his men until the last piece was withdrawn. I am happy to 
state that he has since been commissioned as second lieutenant. Ser- 
geant Oliver, chief of piece, behaved gallantly; was twice inside the 
enemy’s line and escaped. Corporal Carr, in command of a piece in 
Lieutenant Morton’s section, got his piece safely off under a terrific 
fire and the most trying circumstances. Corporal McNamara, after his 
own piece was safe, rendered great assistance in securing the remain- 
ing pieces. f 

In closing my report I desire to state that I was not aware of being 
in command of the battery by reason of Lieutenants Haley and Mor- 
ton (both my seniors) having been wounded until I had taken posi> 
tion on the left of the Sixth Corps line. 

My casualties were 1 officer and 2 men killed, 1 officer and 16 men 
wounded, and 8 men taken prisoners. I also lost 49 horses killed in 


harness. 
JOHN 8. SNOW, 
Second Lieutenant, First Maine Battery, Commanding Battery. 


Capt. E. D. HALEY. 
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Reports of Maj. Gen. George Orook, U. S. Army, commanding Army of 
West Virginia, of operations August 10-September 18, September 19 
and 22, and October 13 and 19. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 16, 1864. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
operations of the Army of West Virginia from the 10th of August, 1864, 
when we broke camp near Key’s Ferry, up to the battle of Winchester, 
September 19, 1864: 

During the march from Key’s Ferry to Cedar Creek and return to 
Charlestown, the only incidents worthy of note occurring were the 
following skirmishes: The day of our arrival at Cedar Creek a part of 
Colonel Thoburn’s division (First Infantry) had a slight skirmish with 
the enemy, driving those still remaining on the north bank of the creek 
to the other side. On the 14th after a slight skirmish our line was 
advanced to the top of the hill overlooking Strasburg. The following 
day, August 15, the enemy advanced a brigade and attempted to drive 
in our skirmish line, but were finally repulsed by a portion of Colonel 
Duval’s division (Second Infantry), in connection with some troops from 
the Sixth Army Corps. Our loss upon these occasions was 6 killed 
and 30 wounded. 

In the skirmish at Charlestown, August 21, my command was but 
little engaged and the loss was very slight. 

While lying in position near Halltown, three regiments from the 
First Brigade, Second Infantry Division, under the immediate com- 
mand of Col. Rk. B. Hayes, Twenty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
made a reconnaissance on the right of the enemy’s line, driving in his 
pickets, capturing some twenty prisoners, and killing and wounding 
about the same number. Our casualties were 3 slightly wounded. 
Again, on the 24th, three regiments from the Second Brigade, Second 
Infantry Division, under the immediate command of Col. D. D. John- 
son, Fourteenth West Virginia Infantry, made a reconnaissance on the 
enemy’s right, while two regiments from Colonel Thoburn’s division 
made a feint in my front. This was also successful, the enemy being 
driven within his main line with the loss of some prisoners in addition to 
his killed and wounded. We lost 30 wounded. August 26, still another 
reconnaissance was made on the enemy’s right by the whole of the 
Second Infantry Division. One brigade from Colonel Thoburn’s divis- 
ion was sent out at the same tiie in front, making a feint of attack 
in that direction. The enemy’s skirmish line was broken through, and 
two brigades in position behind a line of works made of rails, logs, and 
earth, were completely routed. With the aid of Colonel Lowell’s bri- 
gade of cavalry ninety-five prisoners were captured. In this affair our 
loss was 17 killed, 124 wounded, and 1 missing. The enemy’s loss was 
severe, 11 of his dead being left on the field. Col. I. H. Duval, Ninth 
West Virginia Infantry, commanding Second Infantry Division, de- 
serves particular mention for the creditable manner in which these 
reconnaissances were conducted, they having all been made under his 
personal supervision. 

September 3, my command marched from Halltown to Berryville, 
and went into camp near the latter place toward evening. About an 
hour before sunset the enemy was reported to be advancing, and driy- 
ing in the pickets on the Berryville and Winchester pike. I at once 
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placed Colonel Thoburn’s division in position on this pike with the 
greater portion of his command to the right of it. Colonel Duval’s 
division was coming up to go into position on the left of Colonel 
Thoburn’s, when the enemy made a furious charge on the latter, driv- 
ing his two or three left regiments in great disorder, and compelling 
me to use Colonel Duval’s division to check and drive him back and 
retake the position lost by these regiments. Could I have placed the 
Second Division—Colonel Duval’s—on the left, as originally intended, 
So as to have come on the enemy’s right flank, the movement would 
unquestionably have resulted in the capture of the rebel attacking 
foree—Kershaw’s division. Some fifty-nine prisoners were captured 
from the enemy in this engagement. Our loss was 23 killed, 124 
wounded, and 19 missing. The enemy’s loss must have been much 
greater, since our men were posted behind stone walls and the enemy 
had to advance to the attack over an open country. After dark I 
went into camp in the old position. 

The following morning, in accordance with instructions from the 
major-general commanding, I fell back to Clifton and took up my 
position with the rest of the army, being placed on the left of the line. 
September 8, moved my command, in obedience to orders from Major- 
General Sheridan, to Summit Point, where we were encamped until the 
morning of the 19th of September. 

{ am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE CROOK, 
Brevet Major-General. 

Lieut. Col. C. KINGSBURY, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 17, 1864. 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Army of West Virginia in the engagement of the 
19th of September, 1864, between Opequon Creek and Winchester, Va. : 

On the morning of the 19th, in obedience to instructions from Maj. 
Gen. P. H. Sheridan, commanding Middle Military Division, I left camp 
at Summit Point at daylight, marched across the country to the point 
where the Berryville and Winchester pike crosses the Opequon, and 
there halted my command and held it in reserve. At about 12 m. I 
received orders to move my troops forward to the battle-field, which was 
some two miles in advance of the creek. The road to be passed over led 
through a narrow defile, whose sides were covered with a dense under- 
growth of pine, rendering it very difficult to move along, except on the 
pike, and that was so blockaded by ammunition wagons, battery 
wagons, forges, ambulances, and stragglers going to the rear that the 
progress of the infantry was greatly impeded and the artillery was 
unable to come up for an hour after, having been compelled to halt at 
almost every step by the press in the road. I was instructed by Gen- 
eral Sheridan to place my command on the right and rear of the Nine- 
teenth Corps, and to look out for our right, as the enemy was reported 
to be moving in that direction. I directed Col. J. Thoburn, command- 
ing First Infantry Division, to take post nearly on the prolongation of 
the right of the Nineteenth Corps, which was opposite the extreme left 
of the enemy. Col. I. H. Duval, commanding Second Infantry Divis- 
ion, was posted still farther to the right, for the purpose of swinging 
around on the left flank of the enemy. Colonel Duyal’s right in thus 
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swinging around came in sight of the skirmishers, and finally a por- 
tion of the main body of General Torbert’s cavalry, sweeping down on 
the enemy and protecting my right flank. Just before Colonel Duyal’s 
division got fairly around Colonel Thoburn’s division made a charge, 
driving the enemy’s right back in confusion to their final position. 
Colonel Duval, after getting squarely around, charged the enemy in 
flank and found him strongly posted behind a stone wall with his left 
flank resting on an almost impassable morass, named Red Bud Run, 
which it was necessary for him to cross. The rough and uneven 
ground, the tangled thickets on the banks of this slough, and the great 
difficulty experienced by the men in crossing, as it was very deep and 
miry in places, broke the lines completely and mingled the men of the 
different regiments and brigades into one great throng. Without 
halting to form after having crossed the officers and men of the Second 
Division united with those of the First, who had now closed in, sending 
many prisoners to the rear, and the whole command, cheering as they 
went, rushed on heedless of the destructive fire of shot, shell, canis- 
ter, and musketry that thinned their ranks, and which would have 
driven back in disorder troops less determined, all seemingly intent on 
one grand object, the total and complete rout of the enemy. In this 
they were successful, as the enemy gave way in great confusion before 
their determined assaults, and but for the morass impeding their pro- 
gress the Second Division would have captured many more prisoners 
in this charge. The enemy left two pieces of artillery in our hands 
when he fled, being so closely pressed that he could not take them off. 
To have halted to attempt to reform my lines while charging would 
have been madness, as it would only have given the enemy time to 
reform and enabled him to retire in good order. thus preventing his 
perfect rout. Knowing this fact officers and men were urged forward 
as rapidly as it was possible for them to pursue the flying foe, giving 
him no opportunity to halt his broken ranks to cheek our victorious 
advance. During this confusion of the enemy General Torbert’s cav- 
alry made several gallant charges into their midst, greatly adding to 
their confusion and panic. The general direction of my line was on 
the enemy’s left flank and at right angtes to the line of the Nineteenth 
Corps. During the latter part of the charge there was a succession 
of stone fences running parallel to my lines, behind which some of the 
flying enemy took refuge, pouring a destructive fire into my ranks. On 
riding to the Nineteenth Corps to request them to enfilade these fences 
I found Brigadier-General Upton, of the Sixth Corps, on my left, making 
a most gallant charge with his brigade against the enemy thus posted, 
although having been in the hottest of the fight since its commence- 
ment in the morning. Jinally the enemy fled from these fences, pur- 
sued through the town of Winchester by my command, which was the 
first to enter the city. The pursuit was kept up as far as Milltown, 
two miles south of Winchester on the Strasburg pike, where we went 
into camp just after dark. yi 

I can form no estimate of the number of prisoners captured by my 
troops, as a great many of them were turned over without receipts being 
taken, while numbers were passed to the rear without guards, the men 
knowing that they could not make their escape, as some one would 
pick them up. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of Col. Joseph Thoburn, First West 
Virginia Infantry, commanding First Infantry Division, and Col. I. H. 
Duval, Ninth West Virginia Infantry, commanding Second Infantry 
Division, for their bravery in action, coolness under fire, and the skill- 
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ful manner in which they handled their divisions. I regret to report 
that the latter officer was painfully, but not dan gerously, wounded dur- 
ing the engagement, but did not leave the field until after the battle 
was over and the victory won. 

For the manner in which brigade commanders and other officers 
deserving particular mention did their. duty, as they did not come 
under my special notice, I would respectfully refer you to the accom- 
panying reports of division and brigade commanders. 

To my whole command, officers and men, I desire to express my 
thanks for the efficient manner in which they performed their duty, all 
seeming to vie with each other in acts of gallantry, and to strive to be 
foremost in the assaults upon the enemy. 

From the following officers of my stati, who were present upon the 
field of battle and amidst the thickest of the fight cheered the men 
onward and encouraged them by example to do their whole duty, I 
received invaluable assistance: Lieut. Col. W. C. Starr, Maj. E. W. 
Stephens, Capt. W. H. Douglas, Capt. H. A. Du Pont, Capt. P. G. 
Bier, Capt. H. C. Cherrington, Capt. William McKinley, Lieut. J. N. 
Patton, Lieut. B. H. Moore, Lieut. M. Watkins, and Lieut. C. S. 
Roberts. 

My loss in this engagement was 97 killed, 687 wounded, and 7 
missing. * 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE CROOK, 
Brevet Major-General. 

Lieut. Col. C. KINGSBURY, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Near Cedar Oreck, Va., October 18, 1864. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Army of West Virginia in the battle of Fisher’s Hill, 
September 22, 1864: 

On the morning of the battle I was ordered to conduct my command 
under cover toa point near the North Mountain, and close to the 
enemy’s lines, for the purpose of turning his left flank. This point was 
near the right of the line of the Sixth Corps. About 2 p.m. I received 
instructions to move my troops, still unobserved, to the eastern slope 
of North Mountain, and to pass around the enemy’s extreme left and 
get on his flank and rear and drive him from his works. I arrived 
at the base of the mountain, unseen by the enemy, by marching in 
ravines and through woods. There | formed my command in two col- 
umns, parallel to each other, and marched them bythe right flank along 
the side of the mountain under cover of the woods, until more than 
half of the command had passed in rear of the enemy’s works, when I 
had them faced. by the left flank, forming two parallel lines of battle, 
the Second Division being on the right and the First Division on the 
left, and in this way I moved down the mountain side. We had encoun- 
tered the skirmishers of the enemy some 200 yards before facing by 
the left flank, or our presence on the side of the mountain would not 
have been known to them. As soon as we were discovered they opened 
on the woods with artillery, doing but little execution, however. 
When within about half a mile of their batteries the charge began with a 
shout. The intervening ground between us and the open country was 
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covered with rocks, underbrush, and almost impenetrable cedar thick- 
ets, and intersected and broken by numerous ravines, so that by the 
time we arrived at the foot of the mountain and emerged from the 
woods our lines were completely broken, but, without halting to reform, 
with cheer upon cheer the charge was continued for a distance of four 
miles, up hill and down hill, across fields and through woods, after the 
disordered and rapidly retreating foe. Ona prominentridge, about one 
mile from the base of the mountain, where one of their main batteries 
was posted, the enemy made his most stubborn stand. Gallantly 
charging with irresistible impetuosity, my men soon drove them pell- 
mell from their position, when, abandoning their artillery and throwing 
away their small-arms and other incumbrances all along their lines, 
they fled in the utmost confusion and dismay. Here we were joined 
by part of General Ricketts’ division, of the Sixth Corps, and the two 
commands uniting followed the enemy until darkness closed the pur- 
suit, some two miles beyond their works. I did not permit any of my 
men to remain with the artillery, from which we had driven the enemy 
in our advance, so as to get credit for its capture, as I needed every 
man at the front to make the rout of the enemy as total and complete 
as possible, and not at the rear to guard captured guns. 

The success of my command in this engagement, as well as at the 
battle of Winchester, was mainly owing to the individual bravery of the 
officers and men, who are entitled to great credit. Special praise is 
due Col. Joseph Thoburn, First West Virginia Infantry, commanding 
First Division, and Col. R. B. Hayes, Twenty-third Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, commanding Second Division, for their coolness and gallant 
conduct, being always in the front line directing the movements of their 
men; also to Surg. J. T. Webb, Twenty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
who, not having a sufficient number tf wounded to attend to, was con- 
spicuous at the front cheering on the men. Those individual acts of 
bravery that did not come under my immediate notice, but which are 
mentioned by my subordinates, I most cheerfully indorse. To the 
color bearers of regiments I tender my thanks for the example they set 
their fellow soldiers, both in this action and at Winchester on the L9th, 
as the Stars and Stripes in their hands were ever to be seen waving close 
upon the rear of the retreating enemy and in the first line of our 
advancing forces, 

I am personally indebted to my staff—Lieut. Col. W. C. Starr; Maj. 
i. W. Stephens, acting assistant inspector-general; Capt. P. G. Bier, 
assistant adjutant-general; Capt. William MeKinley, acting assistant 
adjucant-general; Capt. H. C. Cherrington, provost-marshal; Lieut. J. 
N. Patton, aide-de-camp; Lieut. B. H. Moore, aide-de-camp; Lieut. M. 
Watkins, acting ordnance officer, and Lieut. C. 8S. Roberts, assistant com- 
missary of musters—for their assistance to me on the field by carrying 
orders and for cheering the men forward during the thickest of the 
fight, and to Surg. J. M. Leete, medical director, and Capt. John R. 
Craig, assistant quartermaster, for their attention in getting the 
wounded off the field, 

The loss of my command in this engagement was 8 killed, 153 
wounded, and 1 missing. 

L have the honor to remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

GEORGE CROOK, 
t ji Brevet Major-General. 

Lieut. Col. C. Kinasbury, JR., 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
October 30, 1864, 
COLONEL: I have the honor herewith to inclose Col. T. M. Harris’ 
report of the reconnaissance made on the 13th instant by two brigades 
of the First Infantry Division of the Army of West Virginia, com- 
manded by the late Colonel Thoburn, in the vicinity of Strasburg.* 
The report of Colonel Harris embraces all the points that Major-Gen- 
eral Sheridan did not personally witness. I regret to report the loss 
of Col. George D. Wells, commanding the First Brigade, who fell mor- 
tally wounded while in the discharge of his duty. In him the service 
lost a most gallant soldier and an estimable gentleman. Our loss was 
as follows: 22 killed, 110 wounded, and 77 missing; total, 209. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE CROOK, 
Major-General. 
Col. J. W. Forsy rH, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cedar Creck, Va., November 7, 1864. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 19th 
ultimo the Army of West Virginia, under my command, owing to the 
heavy details made from it, did not number over 4,000 bayonets pres- 
ent. The First Division, Col. Joseph Thoburn commanding, and Bat- 
teries B, Fifth United States, and D, First Pennsylvania Artillery, were 
encamped farther down Cedar Creek, and about one mile from the left 
of the Nineteenth Corps, on a high ridge overlooking Cedar Creek and 
the country in the vicinity of Strasburg, with the right resting close to 
and fronting down the creek. The general bearing of this ridge was an 
irregular crescent, running to the rear of and about half a mile distant 
from the left of the Nineteenth Corps. Battery L, First Ohio Artillery, 
was occupying the works above the bridge across the creek, while the 
Second Division, Col. R. B. Hayes commanding, was held in reserve 
and encamped about a quarter of a mile in rear of the left of the Nine- 
teenth Corps. My pickets were at the usual distance from camp, and 
connecting with those of the other commands. ‘The works in front of 
the First Division were being extended on this ridge opposite the Sec- 
ond Division, to be used by other troops in case of an emergency, as L 
had not a sufficient number of men to man them. Subsequent investi- 
gation goes to show that the greater part of the enemy some time dur- 
ing the night previous crossed the Shenandoah River below the mouth 
of Cedar Creek and massed just outside of ny pickets. At about 4.30 
a. m. another force of the enemy crossed the creek in front of the First 
Division, and soon after the enemy came rushing in solid lines of bat- 
tle, without skirmishers, on my pickets, coming to the works with those 
of the pickets they had not captured, in overwhelming numbers, entered 
that portion of the works not occupied by our troops, and soon were on 
the flanks and in the rear of the First Division and the two batteries, 
compelling them either to retreat or be captured. The ground to be 
passed over was one succession of hills and ravines, so that it was im- 
possible for troops to make a rapid retreat in anything like good order. 
In the meantime the Second Division was formed on a ridge parallel to 
and facing from the pike, with its right nearly opposite to the left of the 
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Nineteenth Corps. One brigade of the latter was placed in position 
nearly at right angles to this division and on its extreme rigl.t; on the left 
of the Second Division was formed Colonel Kitching’s command. .The 
enemy attacking this line in front was at the same time turning the left 
flank of Colonel Kitching’s command. This command commenced falling 
back, when the whole line apparently took it upin a good deal of disorder. 
In every regiment, however, a considerable number of men contested 
the advance of the enemy, and so delayed him until the army head- 
quarters and other wagons were enabled to get off safely. Battery L, 
Virst Ohio Artillery, remained in position until compelled to retire, 
doing good execution in its retreat. The dense smoke which enveloped 
everywhere tended greatly to create the general confusion that pre- 
vailed. After my command was reformed, General Sheridan placed it 
on the left of the Sixth Corps, to be held in reserve. After the general 
advance was made I followed after, overtaking the other commands 
before they reached Cedar Creek. Capt. H. A. Du Pont, with Battery 
B, Fifth United States, and Battery L, First Ohio Artillery, galloped 
forward to the skirmish line and did most admirable execution. (See 
Captain Du Pont’s report.*) The command camped for the night on the 
grounds oceupied before. As the dense fog which prevailed shut from 
view the operations of most of the army, I respectfully refer you to the 
inclosed reports of my subaltern commanders for further details of this 
army’s operations. 
My loss was as follows: 
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Seven pieces of artillery, 10 caissons, 2 battery wagons, 1 forge, 4 army wagons, and 2 ambulances. 


I am specially indebted to my division and other commanders and to 
the members of my staff for valuable services rendered on that day. 
Captain Du Pont, chief of artillery, and the officers and men of his bat- 
teries are deserving of particular mention for their conspicuous gal- 
lantry and the valuable services rendered that day. ; 

Tam pained to report the death of Col. Joseph Thoburn, command- 
ing First Division, and Capt. Philip G. Bier, assistant adjutant-general 
on my staff. Both fell mortally wounded while rallying the men. 
Brave, efficient, and ever conspicuous for their gallantry on the field 
of battle, in them the country sustained a loss not easily repaired. 

I respectfully call your attention to the loss of many brave and valu- 
able officers who fell on that day, as mentioned in the reports of my 
subaltern commanders, Col. R. B. Hayes had his horse shot under him 
and was slightly injured. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE CROOK, 
, ' Major-General. 
Lieut. Col. J. W. Forsy tH, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division. 
Peo 
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Reports of Col. Joseph Thoburn, First West Virginia Infantry, com- 
manding First Division, of operations September 3, 19, and 22. 


HEADQUARTERS First INFAN?TRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WESr VIRGINIA, 
Summit Point, Va., September 17, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: On arriving at Berryville on the afternoon of the 3d 
instant, in obedience to orders, I directed two regiments (the First West 
Virginia and Second Eastern Shore Maryland), under command of Col- 
onel Rodgers, to move one mile and a half on the Winchester pike, and 
take a strong position and throw out a picket-line to their front and 
flanks. In less than one hour information was received that the enemy 
was advancing in pretty strong force, and skirmish firing was quite 
brisk. This information was at once sent to General Crook, and in the 
meantime I moved out three regiments of the Third Brigade, under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Linton, of the Fitty-Fourth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, to the support of Colonel Rodgers. I found the lat- 
ter falling back, and directed a line to be formed on the crest of the 
hill three-quarters of a mile west of Berryville, and took possession of 
some old earth-works in an open field on the left of the road, and also 
occupied a woods to the right of the road. The enemy was in plain 
view and was moving his troops into the woods upon our right flank 
and also on the left. General Crook arrived on the ground and in- 
formed me that he had ordered out the whole of my command and 
directed that it be formed in line to the right of the line already formed. 
The Fifteenth West Virginia Volunteers and One hundred and twenty- 
third Gluo Volunteers were formed upon the left of the two regiments 
of Colonel Rodgers in order to strengthen his line, which was con- 
sidered an essential point to hold. These dispositions were scarcely 
completed when the enemy moved upon my left flank from out of the 
cover of the wocds and also from a corn-field. As theenemy advanced a 
battery was opened upon our front, and the left of the lineat once gave way. 
The Second Kastern Shore Maryland broke and fell back in disorder; 
the First West Virginia was left alone and had to retire; the Fifteenth 
West Virginia Volunteers and the One hundred and twenty-third Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry also failed to make a stand. My line upon the right 
of the road was thus left with its flank exposed and fell back to the edge 
of the woods in line with Colonel Duval’s division, where I reforined 
my line and repelled several assaults of the enemy, the men standing 
to their arms all night. Itis with mortification that I report the giving 
way of the command on the left. I can assure you that the men and 
ofticers feel their disgrace, and also believe themselves capable of doing 
better things. 

My loss was 13 killed, 63 wounded, and 19 missing. The enemy is 
believed to have suffered heavily in ny front, having been several times 
repulsed. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. THOBURN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Capt. P. G. Brer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of West Virginia, 


368 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA.. MD., AND PA. — [Cuar. LV- 


Hpgrs. 1st InFANtTRY Div., ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, — 
September 30, 1864. 


CaPrarn: I submit the following report of the part performed by 
the First Infantry Division at the battle near Winchester on the 19th 
instant: i 

While lying at the Opequon about 12 m. of that day I received orders 
to leave my smallest brigade to guard the trains and move the balance 
of my command rapidly to the front on the Winchester pike, where the 
Sixth and Nineteenth Corps had been for some time warmly engaged 
with the enemy. I left the Second Brigade and started at once with 
the First and Third.. The pike was filled with wagcens, artillery, ambu- 
lances, and stragglers running back from the scene of action, very 
seriously impeding my progress. After proceeding about two miles I 
reported in person to General Crook, and under his supervision formed 
my command in two lines on the right of the pike and in rear of a heavy 
wood, in the front of which the Nineteenth Corps was posted and was 
at the time fighting theenemy. ‘The First Brigade, commanded by Col. 
George D. Wells, of the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, 
composed the first line, and the Third Brigade, commanded by Col. 'T. 
M. Harris, the second line. I then moved through the woods to the 
front, where I was directed to form on the right of the Nineteenth Corps, 
but on arriving at the front I found the right of this corps resting on a 
very deep and almost impassable morass, called, I believe, Red Bud Run, 
and having learned that Colonel Duval’s division was to move up on 
the other side of it, I deemed it inexpedient to try to form my line as 
first directed, and halted immediately in rear of the right of the Nine- 
teenth. I presently met General Emory, who informed me that his lines 
were very much extended and very weak, and requested me to relieve the 
two brigades posted upon his right and enable him to strengthen his 
center. This I did at once, posting Colonel Wells’ brigade in the front 
line, with one regiment deployed as skirmishers in the woods along the 
margin of Red Bud Run. Colonel Harris’ brigade formed the second 
line and had two regiments faced to the right and at right angles to the 
right of the line, these latter regiments in position occupied by a brigade 
of the Nineteenth Corps. When these dispositions were made General 
Sheridan arrived upon the ground and directed me, as soon as Colonel 
Duval’s division arrived upon the opposite side of the morass, to move 
forward and charge the enemy and drive him from the woods in which 
he was posted, about 600 yards to my front. General Emory informed 
me that his corps had charged the enemy in this wood about an hour 
previous to my arrival and had been repulsed and driven back. A 
rousing cheer from the opposite side of Red Bud Run announced 
Colonel Duval’s approach, and the order was at once given to move 
forward, which was done with alacrity. After moving about 300 yards 
through the open field the enemy’s artillery and musketry opened very 
briskly upon my lines, but its effect was to increase the impetuosity of 
the command, and with deafening yells and cheers the men rushed for- 
ward and reached the wood to find the enemy breaking and running in 
confusion, A rapid pursuit was made, firing as briskly as possible and 
cheering most lustily. Deep ravines and entangling brushwood pre- 
vented the preservation of lines, and as the command emerged into the 
open country beyond all technical order was gone, the two brigades were 
merged into a victorious throug, each individual of which was bent on 
pursuing and punishing the enemy, and all eagerly running and loading 
and firing and cheering. The enemy’s left was entirely broken and we 
had passed beyond the left of his line that still remained intact, and were 
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receiving from it a fire into our left flank and rear; thé enemy had also 
turned toward the left, and from their retreating forces we also received 
astattering fire. I directed achange of front to the left, but the instinets 
of the soldier prompted the proper movement before my commands could 
be conveyed—each man was marching and facing toward the enemy’s 
fire. Colonel Duval’s command crossed the Red Bud Run or morass 
at this point, and his command and my own mingled together and acted 
together until the pursuit was over. Colonel Harris, commanding the 
Third Brigade, arrived with three regiments that had been formed on 
our right and now came forward very nearly unbroken. After facing 
to the left a succession of stone walls gave excellent cover to the enemy, 
and from behind them we received a very severe musketry fire, and at 
times suffered heavily from artillery, but we steadily advanced and beat 
back the enemy. The more advanced would take shelter behind a 
stone wall or such other protection as the irregularity of the surface of 
the land would afford; others would rush forward and take position 
beside these; soon a strong line would be formed and another advance 
made to the next stone wall or protection. After proceeding upward 
of a mile the Nineteenth Corps came up in our rear, and from that time 
forward assisted in driving the enemy. 

My division claims the capture of one piece of artillery and two eais- 
sons, and with the Second Division was always in the advance until 
we entered Winchester in triumph. 

The conduct of officers and men was as a general thing deserving of 
the highest praise. I have never witnessed more zeal and daring than 
was here displayed. It is true our lines were broken and gone, but 
had we moved in such a manner as to preserve our lines the enemy 
would have escaped unhurt or else driven us back. 

Individual acts of gallantry are too numerous to mention. I refer 
you to the reports of brigade and regimental commanders for details. 
I received invaluable assistance from Lieutenants Ballard, Macomber, 
Hornbrook, and Rollyson, of iny staff. 

Llost four officers killed—Captain Thompson, Thirty-fourth Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers; Capt. J. M. Ewing and Lieut, C. B. McCollum, 
of the Tenth West Virginia Volunteers, and Lieutenant Kirby, of the 
Eleventh West Virginia Volunteers, all good, brave officers. There 
were 17 officers wounded, 57 enlisted men were killed, 382 wounded, 
and 6 missing.* 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. THOBURN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Capt. P. G. BIER, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of West Virginia. 


HEADQUARTERS First INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
October 2, 1864. 
CAPTAIN: I submit the following report of the part performed by the 
First Infantry Division at the battle of Fisher’s Hill on the 22d ultimo: 
The Second Brigade of my division was still on duty at Winchester, 
the First and Third Brigades, commanded, respectively, by Cols. George 
D. Wells and 7. M. Harris were, with the Second Division, held in reserve 
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during the fore part of that day. About 2 o’clock in the afternoon we 
were moved, under the supervision of General Crook, through woods and 
ravines, so as to be unobserved by the enemy, until we gained a position 
on the eastern slope of the Little North Mountain, upon the left of the 
enemy’s line of works. The First Division moved by the right flank in 
two lines and to the left of the Second Division—Colonel Wells’ bri- 
gade composing the first line and Colonel Harris’ the second; our lines 
being at right angles to that of the enemy, which extended through 
the open field up the mountain slope to the edge of the woods, under 
the cover of which our troops were moving. When the left of my line 
had nearly passed the left of the enemy’s line of works the order was 
given “by the left flank,” and the whole command moved in two lines 
down the slope to the edge of the woods. A few minutes before this 
the enemy had discovered our position and had commenced shelling us 
from their works on the opposite hill. The command emerged from the 
woods yelling and firing, and found the enemy running from their works 
in disorder. A vigorous pursuit was at once made, each man appar- 
ently vying with the others who could shout the loudest and fire the 
fastest. The open field for several hundred yards down the slope was 
interspersed with little clusters of field pines and briars, making seri- 
ous obstacles to the advance of regular lines, and by the time the divis- 
ion had reached the foot of the hill the lines were completely broken, 
and, as at the battle of Winchester, both brigades were merged into 
one large body of advancing soldiers, the bolder and stouter men being 
nearer the front, and the rear pushing eagerly forward and shouting 
and hurrahing and firing after-the fast receding foe. The pursuit was 
kept up without orders, and on the second hill we came to a pretty 
strong line of works that were extended rearward to the right to pro- 
tect the enemy’s left flank, which was carried without difficulty, and in 
which were captured three pieces of artillery. Fearing that we would 
come upon some strong fortified position of the enemy I, at this point, 
tried to arrest the advance of the division until the lines would be in a 
measure reformed and good order restored, but the bold, restive spirit 
of the men would not be repressed. While I would be stopping a few, 
others would break away, shouting and firing after the retreating 
enemy, so | had toabandon the idea of good order and lines and let 
them go ahead. On approaching the next hill, which was covered with 
woods, the enemy endeavored to make a more stubborn resistance, and 
our advance for a short time was driven back, but the rear soon closed 
up and General Crook, approaching at the time and cheering the men 
forward, a rush was made up the steep acclivity and the enemy again 
routed and more guns captured. At this point we were joined by the 
Third Division of the Sixth Corps, and throughout the remainder of 
the charge the men and officers of both commands mingled together in 
one body. The Second Division of the Army of West Virginia had 
previously to this mingled with the First Division. The charge was 
continued until the pike was reached and we advanced along the pike 
oue mile to Round Top Mountain, when a halt was made, the enemy 
being then out of hearing. The command was fairly exhausted, having 
made a charge of five milesinlength. After a half hour’s cheering and 
congratulating the men laid down and slept without dinner, supper, or 
blankets, having stripped themselves before the engagement. The 
advance was made in rear of the enemy’s works. The prisoners and 
guns that were captured were left for others to pick up. Two battle- 
flags were captured by men of my division, 


Cuar. LV.] THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. ot 


My loss was 1 officer killed, 1 enlisted man killed, and 77 wounded. 
Officers and men, with few exceptions, behaved with great gallantry, 
and are deserving of highest praise. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. THOBURN, 

Colonel, Commanding. 

Capt. P. G. BIER, 

Assistant Adjutant-G@eneral, 


No. 107. 


Reports of Col. Thomas M. Harris, Tenth West Virginia Infantry, com- 
manding First Division, of operations October 13 and 19. 


HEADQUARTERS First INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 28, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the 
reconnaissance made by the First and Third Brigades of this Givision 
on the 13th instant: 

The enemy having advanced a battery to a position on the turnpike, 
between Strasburg and Cedar Creek bridge, which commanded the 
camp of the First Division at good range, and having thrown some 
shells into various parts of the camp, the First and Third Brigades 
were at once sent on a reconnaissance to develop his strength and pur- 
pose. Crossing the creek below the bridge, the command formed 
itself under a cover of a wood from the fire of enemy’s guns, and hay- 
ing marched by the flank under this cover for a quarter of a mile, to 
bring it in opposition to the enemy’s position, it was formed in line of 
battle, the Third Brigade on the right and the First on the left of the 
pike, and at once moved rapidly forward, Col. George D. Wells, Thirty- 
fourth Massachusetts Infantry, commanding the First, and Col. T. M. 
Harris, Tenth West Virginia Volunteer Infantry, commanding the 
Third Brigade. The Third Brigade had no sooner made its appearance 
in line at the top of the hill than it was seriously assailed by the ene- 
my’s Shells, aimed with such accuracy as to do us considerable damage 
at every discharge, and was hence moved by the right flank at a 
double-quick for 200 yards to gain the shelter of a wood. In the mean- 
time the First Brigade was moved rapidly forward, through a wood at 
first and afterward through an open field, and took a position behind a 
stone wall, within a few hundred yards of the enemy’s position, having 
been exposed from the time it emerged from the wood in front of the 
enemy’s guns to great annoyance from the explosion of his shells, which 
were aimed with great accuracy. Simultaneously with this advance of 
the First Brigade the Third was also moved forward and so maneuvered. 
as to place it in connection with the First in a continuous line on the 
right of the road. The whole line had now. become fiercely engaged 
with the enemy’s infantry, and it soon became apparent that he was 
there in such force as to enable him to turn our right, and that he had 
already initiated movements to this end. The command was ordered 
to retire, which was done in some disorder, as our line was rapidly 
pressed by the enemy in its retrograde movements. Owing to the fact 
that an aide-de-camp sent to convey the order to Colonel Wells to retire 
failed to reach him on account of his horse having been killed, the 
First Brigade was not withdrawn simultaneously with the Third, and 
consequently became exposed to an entilading fire from the right as the 
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enemy’s lines advanced, and, being thus finally compelled to withdraw 
without orders, was so hotly pressed from front and flank as to throw 
it in some disorder. Its losses were thus rendered severe 1n killed, 
wounded, and missing. The Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry, 
having position on the right ef the brigade, lost heavily. 

The reconnaissance, though suecesstul in regard to its object, was 
nevertheless expensive, as the accompanying list of casualties will show. 
Amongst the losses I announce with deep sorrow that of Col. George 
D. Wells, commanding First Brigade, who was mortally wounded anil 
died the same evening. A more gallant, accomplished, and unflinching 
soldier would be hard to find. 

I am, captain, yours, very respectfully, 
T. M. HARRIS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Capt. WILLIAM MCKINLbY, i” 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of West Virginia. 


List of casualties. 


Killed. Wounded. | Missing. 
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HEADQUARTERS First INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 26, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by this division in the late action of the 19th instant: 

Atabout4.30a.m. the enemy advanced in heavy force against the works 
of the First Division, pushing in rapidly whatever of the picket-line he 
failed to capture. The division, having been aroused by the firing 
along the picket-line and the subsequent skirmishing of the pickets 
with the advancing foe, as also by the division officer of the day, who 
reported the advance of a heavy force, was quickly formed behind the 
works, and put in position for detense as far as practicable. Very soon 
the enemy’s lines advanced close up to the works, and were greeted 
by a volley from our whole line. The action here was sharp and brief, 
the greatly superior force of the enemy enabling him not only to turn. 
our left, but also to effect an entrance between the First and Third 
Brigades, then holding the works. Being thus subjected to enfilading 
fires, as also to a direct fire from the front, these two brigades were 
driven from the works, and so heavy and impetuous was the enemy’s 
advance that their retreat was soon, for the most part, converted into 
a confused rout, a large proportion of the men flying across the fields 
to the rear in great disorder. It is proper that I should here remark 
that during this portion of the action my command consisted of that 
portion of the Third Brigade then present, viz, the Tenth, Eleventh, 
and Lifteenth West Virginia and lVifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers. The Twenty-third Illinois, having been for some time previous 
temporarily detached from the brigade, was not in the action. Having 
my headquarters some distance in the rear of the works, I did not arrive 
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in time to participate in their defense, notwithstanding I had made all 
possible haste to do so from the moment I was awakened by the report 
of the firing of our pickets. Iwas only in time to meet our flying 
forces coming to the rear, and from their numbers, as well as their 
reports, I was at once convinced not only that the works were irre- 
trievably lost, but that the panic amongst our troops was so great as 
to preclude the possibility of their being speedily rallied by the indi- 
vidual efforts of officers. I at once hastened toward the headquarters 
of Colonel Thoburn, commanding the division, to inform him of the 
nature and extent of the disaster, and suggest that we should imme- 
diately get a line formed by the forces oceupying the field to our rear, 
consisting in part of the Second Division, to arrest our flying command 
and afford us such support that we might be able to rally and reform 
in their rear. I met the colonel near his headquarters hastening 
toward the scene, who upon hearing my report and suggestion assented 
to the iatter, but, as if to assure himself by a personal inspection, has- 
tened forward. I passed at once to the point indicated, and found the 
forces there rapidly forming for action, but before the proposed arrange- 
ment could be effected the forces on their left were being assailed by 
the enemy and becoming engaged; atthe same time our fugitives were 
beginning to pass through their intervals in considerable numbers, 
continuing their progress to the rear. 

From this time I labored assiduously for the next two hours to arrest 
the retrograde movement of the command and form it for use. In this 
labor, which was rendered very difficult by the fact that the whole left 
of our line, consisting of the Second Division and then in turn the Nine- 
teenth Corps, was being steadily driven back in more or less confusion 
by heavy columns of the enemy that had completely succeeded in 
turning our left, and were in their turn contributing largély to swell the 
numbers who were in disorder attempting to find their way to the rear. 
In these efforts I was carried back as far as the fields to the right of Mid- 
dletown, having been joined and aided in my efforts by the general com- 
manding and various members of his staff and also of the staff of the 
colonel commanding the division. By this time we had arrested and 
brought together a sufficient number of officers and men to justify an 
attempt on our part to aid in checking the enemy’s advance, and were 
directed by the general commanding to a point of the line in the woods 
on the right of the Nineteenth Corps. In our advance toward these 
woods we were joined by Lieutenant-Colonel Wildes, commanding First 
Brigade, and Colonel Wells, commanding Fifteenth West Virginia, 
each of whom brought a considerable accession to our strength. This 
force, now numbering 300 or 400 men, was pushed forward into the 
woods, driving back the enemy and holding the woods until its with- 
drawal was rendered imperative by the giving way of our lines on our 
left as also by a movement of the enemy to turn our right. We now 
retired to a point about a mile to the rear, where the general command- 
ing selected a position for collecting together and reforming as much 
as possible of his command, and after two or three hours spent in 
efforts to this effect the division was raised to about half its maximum 
strength, and under the direction of the general commanding was 
directed to an elevated position on the left of the Winchester pike, 
where it was disposed for the support of a battery and held im reserve, 
with the remaining portion of bis command, until our now reformed 
and advancing lines called for our being put in motion, when we were 
directed to the front, and without encountering a foe advanced and 
reoccupied the ground from which we had been driven in the morning, 
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establishing our pickets exactly on the line they had previously occu- 
pied. Early in the day the colonel commanding the division, being 
engaged in efforts to arrest and reform his command, was assailed in 
Middletown by the cavalry of the enemy, who from being dressed in 
our overcoats were enabled to approach him closely without exciting 
his suspicions, and received a mortal wound. An orderly reported to 
me at the point where the general had selected for reforming his com- 
mand with the fle of the division, and a message from the colonel 
turning over to me the command. 

IT should say in justice to the officers generally of the division that 
they exerted themselves gallantly to retrieve the disaster which had 
befallen us in the morning. The Tenth and Eleventh West Virginia, 
having position on the right of our works, deserve much credit for 
their exertions to save a battery which had a position between these 
two regiments, by which five out of the six pieces were safely brought 
away. The commanding officers of these regiments deserve great credit 
for the good order in which they brought off their respective com- 
mands, and their earnest and energetic efforts to co-operate with the 
Nineteenth Corps in the defense of their works. 

The battery on the left center of the Third Brigade was lost, but 
the appearance of that part of our works on the following morning 
showed that it was not without a severe struggle, as we there found 
eight of the enemy’s and six of our own dead. 

Amongst the casualties I have to lament the loss of Capt. J. P. Kuy- 
kendall, Company K, Tenth West Virginia, and Lieut. Joseph Peck, 
acting adjutant Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, killed. The 
former lost his life in a noble effort to save a gun; it would be difficult 
to find a more gallant and efficient officer. Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, 
commanding Tenth West Virginia, was wounded, and taken to the 
rear. 

Accompanying please find reports of brigade and regimental com- 
manders, also inclosed list of casualties.* 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. M. HARRIS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. WILLIAM MCKINLEY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 108. 


Reports of Col. George D. Wells, Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry, 
commanding First Brigade, of operations August 26 and September 
19 and 22. 


Hpgrs. Firs’ BRIGADE, First INFANTRY DIvIstIon, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Camp near Halltown, Va. August 26, 1864. 

I have the honor to report the part taken by the First Brigade in the 
advance to-day: 

The brigade was ordered to drive the enemy out of a small trian gular 
piece of woods in our front and hold the opposite edge while Colonel 
Duyal advanced upon the right and until he should retire, also to drive 
the enemy away from the wheat stacks and burn them. The One hun- 
dred and sixteenth Ohio and Fifth New York {Heavy Artillery] were 
ordered to clear the woods, the Thirty-fourth [ Massachusetts] to charge 
across the open field and fire the stacks after the woods should be 


* Embodied in table, p. 184. 
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cleared; the One hundred and twenty-third Ohio was held in reserve. 
The enemy’s skirmishers were driven easily from the woods by our own 
Skirmish line. After our skirmishers were well in and were formed 
Colonel Thoburn directed the skirmishers to charge through theavoods. 
This we did; but as soon as our line entered it we received a very heavy 
fire from a line of woods to our right across the pike. Intrenchments 
had been thrown up along the edge of these woods, and a strong skir- 
mish line firing from these within easy range, and directly upon our 
flank, made the small piece we were ordered to hold almost untenable. 
Our line quickly changed front to the right, and a portion of it charged 
across the pike, driving the enemy back from the edge of the woods 
occupied by them. I withdrew then as soon as possible and formed 
in the edge of my own woods parallel with and facing the pike. I 
sent two companies through to the part of the woods toward Charles. 
town, and then directed the Thirty-fourth to move down to the stacks 
and burn them. This was very quickly done. The Thirty-fourth moved 
to the rear of the stacks and details went forward and fired them all 
at once. Meanwhile the line in the woods was exchanging fire across 
the pike with the enemy and losing men fast. We probably inflicted 
little, if any, loss upon the enemy, as they were protected. After I saw 
the Thirty-fourth moving back I began to withdraw the line from the 
woods; just as I was doing this I received Colonel Thoburn’s order to 
tall back. The men having scattered along the front of the woods to 
gain cover during the firing, I halted them just at the edge, and the 
command came back in good order. The regiments behaved very well, 
The Fifth New York Heavy Artillery, for the first time under fire, and 
losing quite heavily, moved forward with alacrity and well. The One 
hundred and sixteenth [Ohio] and Thirty-fourth | Massachusetts] were 
steady and gallant, as usual. In the above affair the disposition of the 
troops was made, and the instructions to regimental commanders given, 
direct by the colonel commanding the division. My part was only to 
follow the line and keep it to its work. No stretchers were brought 
upon the field, and none were seen by me until after the line was brought 
back. The men having no shelter-tents or blankets with them, it was 
with great difficulty that the severely wounded were brought from the 
field. Some five or six dead were left, some beyond the pike and very 
near the enemy’s wood, but none who appeared to be living. 
The casualties were 9 killed, 56 wounded, and 1 missing. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. D. WELLS, 
Col. Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Infty., Comdg. First Brigade, 
Lieut. F. L, BALLARD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hpagrs, First BRigADE, First INFANTRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Camp near Winchester, September 20, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report the part taken by the First 
Brigade, First Infantry Division, in the action of the 19th instant. 

The brigade was moved forward in line through the woods to the 
point at the right of the Sixth Corps. With three regiments I relieved 
a brigade of the Nineteenth Corps, then forming the extreme right 
of our line, and placed the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts in rear, fronting 
to the right and holding the right flank. In our immediate front was 
an open field about 500 yards in breadth and extending for about a 
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mile to the front, with woods on each side. At this point the woods on 
the left terminated and the oblong field opened into a wide, rolling, open 
country, intersected by strong stone fences. The Martinsburg pike was 
far in the front and on the left was the Berryville pike. ‘Through two 
woods on the right of this oblong field and parallel with its length ran 
a deep creek and morass. The Second Division (Colonel Duval) was 
ordered to charge through the woods on the right of the creek. The 
Third Brigade (Colonel Harris) was formed in rear of the First. As 
Duval’s division arrived abreast of our position we were ordered to 
charge. This order came so suddenly that I had only time to leave 
word for the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts to follow, leap the fence, and 
go on with the three regiments forming the first line. As we charged 
through the oblong field we met a severe enfilading fire from the woods 
on the left. I asked Colonel Wildes to change front with his regiment 
(One hundred and sixteenth Ohio) and clear the woods. The men were 
going forward with such enthusiasm, however, that it seemed impossi- 
ble to make them understand, and I pointed out the danger to the com- 
mander of a regiment of the second line (the Tenth Virginia) following 
close behind. He immediately changed direction with his command, 
came up on our left, and was soon hotly engaged in the woods. Colonel 
Wildes also succeeded in turning his regiment and went to the support 
of the Tenth Virginia. 

Leaving this issue behind us the balance of my command, strongly 
re-enforced by a portion of the Third Brigade, which pressed forward 
with great rapidity, went on until we passed the woods on our left and 
came into the plain. Here I saw that the enemy, driven from his first 
position, was forming behind a high stone wall which ran across the 
field in a direction at right angles with that of our advancing line. 
His right was about 1,000 yards from the wood, his left extending 
toward the Martinsburg pike. Along this line artillery was posted, 
and in rear of it, upon a knoll, was an earth-work with rifle-pits, in 
which were two guns. About 400 yards in front of this line and par- 
allel with it was a short, low stone wall. LI immediately changed front 
to the left and threw my men, now thoroughly exhausted by their 
long run, behind this wall. Soon after Colonel Wildes came out from 
the woods and formed on our left; after some little interval, Colonel 
Harris, with the balance of his brigade and the Thirty-fourth Massa- 
chusetts, came up on our right aud took position in the open field 
fronting the enemy’s new line. Beyond these Colonel Duval’s regi- 
ments, struggling through the marsh, came up on the right, and still 
beyond were the cavalry, extending our line, broken and irregular, but 
still continuous to and beyond the Martinsburg pike. Here the battle 
hung, as it seemed to me, for hours. The artillery was playing upon 
our lines from three different directions, one battery being not more 
than 500 yards distant. The rebels had the advantage in numbers, 
position, and cover, and their fire seemed to increase in intensity every 
minute. Their right flank was, however, wholly exposed, and I was 
looking anxiously for the Sixth Corps to make its appearance there 
and held on. Colonel Thoburn came along the line and informed me 
that this movement was about to be made, and that General Crook 
desired our forces to charge the moment the flanking brigade should 
appear. While he was speaking the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts, on 
the right, impatient at their constant and increasing loss, sprang to 
their feet and started for the rebel battery alone; almost at the same 
moment the long looked-for movement was made, our whole line went 
forward with a cheer, and the rebels were driven from the wall in utter 
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rout. The battery in the earth-works still remained and enough of the 
enemy with it to give us a heavy fire as we advanced to the wall 
recently held by the enemy. Halting here for a while I was again 
ordered forward, and moved the brigade down into the hollow and 
within 300 yards of the battery, the One hundred and sixteenth Ohio 
having an excellent position on the left, from which they were enabled 
to fire directly upon the piece and horses. We hung here again for 
some time, the Nineteenth Corps forming in line in rear of the stone 
wall and the Sixth Corps at some distance on the left, but before very 
long Custer’s cavalry made a dashing charge upon the right, sweeping 
around almost into the earth-works. The whole line went forward 
again and the battle was, to all intents and purposes, at anend. In 
the earth-works was a brass 12-pounder, a caisson full of ammunition, 
two wounded horses, and about a dozen dead ones. Between the 
earth-works and the stone wall was another caisson filled with ammu- 
nition, all the horses having been shot. I left a detail of the Fifth 
New York to take charge of the property and turn it over as soon as 
opportunity should offer. From this point we were moved by the left 
flank into Winchester, which was occupied without serious opposition. 

The officers and men of the different regiments behaved magnifi- 
cently. I never saw less straggling tothe rear; the men left behind in 
the rapidity of the first charge came up as soon as possible, and if 
unable to find their commands immediately went into the fight wherever 
they happened to make the line. The artillery fire was the most trying 
I everexperienced. The enemy’s guns were served with great precision 
and with wonderful nerve and pluck in the face of our fire and at short 
rifle range. It wasnot until the fight was nearly over that our artillery 
came up; but the men never flinched, they never thought of going 
back, and when they could stand the fire no longer charged forward. 

Major Pratt, commanding Thirty-fourth Massachusetts, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Wildes, commanding One hundred and sixteenth Ohio, 
handled their regiments with great courage and skill, and in all the 
confusion of the charges kept their commands together, and in good 
order. I desire to call especial attention to the gallant conduct of Major 
Pratt and his regiment in the last charge. 

Captain Chamberlin, commanding One hundred and twenty-third 
Ohio, lost three out of his five officers, and his men became in conse- 
quence of the want of officers much discouraged, but with the portion 
of the regiment he kept with him he did splendid fighting, and was one 
of the first in the enemy’s works. . 

To my own staff, Captain Karr and Lieutenants Disosway and Cobb, 
Tam under great obligations for their invaluable assistance. 

In the first charge some young officer of General Sheridan’s staffrode 
well in advance of the line, bareheaded and cheering on thé men; | 
regret I am unable to give the name of this officer, whose gallant exam- 
ple helped much in inspiriting the men. ; 

I have to regret the death of Captain Thompson, for a long time com- 
manding the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts, and a most valuable and 
gallant officer. 

I have the honor to inclose a list of casualties* and to forward the 
reports of regimental commanders, ; 

I have the honor to be, lieutenant, your obedient servant, 
GEO. D. WELLS, 
Colonel Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Vol. Infty., Comdg. Brigade. 
Lieut. F. L. BALLARD, Acting Assistant Adjutant-G@eneral. 


“Embodied in table, p. 115. 
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Hpgrs. First BRIGADE, FrRST INFANTRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Camp Harrisonburg, September 26, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report the part taken by the First 
Brigade in the action of the 22d instant. 

The rebel breast-works extended across the valley from the Shenan- 
doah to the North Mountain. Our command was formed in two lines, 
and led along the sideof the mountain until a portion of it had passed 
beyond the enemy’s works, then faced to the front and ordered to 
charge; the Second Division was on our right, Harris’ brigade in the 
rear, forming the second line of our division. We charged down the 
mountain almost immediately, running upon a line of works which the 
enemy were evidently at work upon when we attacked. Passing on 
for about a quarter of a mile through the woods in the face of more or 
less opposition, we came out at the foot of an open slope. Upon the 
crest directly in front was a double line of strong earth-works filled 
with men. In the angle opposite my left was a rifle guu. The sight 
of all this, instead of checking the men, seemed to inspire them with 
new ardor. Every man yelled, if possible, louder than before, and 
each regiment strove to be the first in with its colors. Nothing could 
withstand the impetuosity of their charge. ‘The cannon was fired at a 
less distance than 100 yards into the One hundred and sixteenth Ohio, 
but they rushéd on without an instant’s hesitation, capturing it in the 
very smoke of its discharge. The Thirty-fourth planted its flag first 
upon the parapet; the other colors were but a second behind. Many 
of the men first in were from the second line, having caught up with 
us on the run. We were now fairly behind the enemy’s works. Just 
over the hill we found the caisson of the piece with all its six horses 
attached. Halting but for an instant to reform and gain breath, we 
pushed on for the next hill, from which the enemy were already play- 
ing upon us with their artillery. From this point until we reached the 
railroad near the pike the fighting was mostly in the woods. The 
country was a succession of hills with abrupt sides, and the valleys 
between of considerable depth. The enemy’s line ran directly across 
these ridges. On each ridge was more or less artillery, which had full 
play at us as we advanced. I directed the One hundred and sixteenth 
and Thirty-fourth to keep along the left near the works, and followed 
myself the same course. The enemy formed along the crest of these 
ridges, and with musketry and artillery gave us a heavy firé as we 
came on—the advance would be stopped; the fire became rapid and 
heavy; more would come up, and the battle would stand still and 
increase for awhile, until the cheers and firing of the Second Division 
which was upon our right, could be heard sweeping on behind the 
enemy’s position. Our line would gather force as men constantly came 
up, and were directed to the critical point, and the enemy would soon 
give back to the next crest, to repeat the same effort with the same 
results. Upon all these eminences we found artillery hot and smoking 
which the enemy could not get off, He saved very few of the pieces or 
caissous, which were behind the works in the woods. I saw and 
touched four brass and more than as many iron guns before any 
except the men of this corps, had reached them. As we mounted the 
last ridge before reaching the railroad, the Sixth Corps were coming 
in, and at this point we had a sharp contest. It was soon over, how- 
ever, but not before some of the advance of the Second Division had 
appeared upon the right near the railroad. Crossing the railroad. we 
advanced up the right side of the pike, in conjunction with the Sixth 
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Corps, on the left, and a portion of the Second Division, on the right, 
drove the enemy from his last position on the ridge, and the day’s 
work was over. ; 

I omitted to mention in its proper connection that just as we were 
leaving the first work captured on the left Powell’s cavalry swept by 
to our right in splendid style. 

J.cannot speak too highly of the extreme gallantry of the officers and 
men of the brigade. Colonel Wildes, Major Pratt, Major Urban, and 
Captain Chamberlin, commanding regiments, all did their entire duty. 
1 would especially call attention to the gallant charge of Colonel Wildes’ 
regiment in the face of the artillery fire. In five minutes after coming 
out of the woods the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts had its men together 
and was marching forward in line as regularly as on parade. 

Tam under great obligations to the members of my staff for their 
assistance in the action. I regret to add that after the affair was all 
over Major Pratt was very severely wounded in both legs by the acci- 
dental discharge of a musket in the regiment behind his. The loss of 
his services at this time is irreparable. I do not know a more gallant 
or efficient officer. 

The charge from first to last must have covered a distance of more 
than five miles. The entire distance was passed under constant and 
continuous fire, sometimes very severe, the men steadily advancing 
much of the time on the double-quick. They would not stop to take 
possession of artillery as they passed, nor would they go to the rear 
with prisoners. All these were passed by for those to gather who came 
after. As long as a rebel was in sight they chased him, and whenever 
they heard heavy firing and saw that our advance was checked they 
gathered like bees. The field was so vast and the confusion so great 
that officers could do little but encourage the men and set them examples 
of energetic courage. So far as this brigade is concerned, I teel the 
success is due, more than in any battle 1 know, to the splendid indi- 
vidual heroism of the men in the ranks. 

I inclose a list of casualties,* also the reports of commanding officers 
of regiments. 

I have the honor to be, lieutenant, your obedient servant, 
GEO. D. WELLS, 
Colonel Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Vol. Infty., Comdg. Brigade. 
Lieut. F. L. BALLARD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 109. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas F, Wildes, One hundred and sixteenth 
Ohio Infantry, commanding First Brigade, of operations October 19. 


Hpagrs. First BRIGADE, First INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 24, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: In compliance with your order, I have the honor to 
submit the following report of the part taken by my command in the 
action of the 19th instant: 
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fortifications. In a few minutes afterward I heard a volley of perhaps 
twenty rifle-shots and a yell as though a charge was being made in the 
direction of a picket-post in front of my left. I at once directed Cap- 
tain Karr, of my staff, to inform Colonel Thoburn that there was con- 
siderable firing along the picket-line. I then went to the right of my 
command to the position occupied by the Third Brigade, First Division, 
when I discovered that some of the pickets were coming in. Believing 
we were about to be attacked, I moved the One hundred and twenty- 
third and One hundred and sixteenth Ohio Regiments to the right, 
closing upon the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Regiment, thus filling a 
gap made in my line by the absence of the Fifth New York Heavy 
Artillery on picket duty. The line was scarcely closed up when a 
heavy volley of musketry was fired on my right. Upon going again to 
the right to learn the cause of it and the state of affairs there, I found 
the works of the Third Brigade occupied by the enemy, and that the 
Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Regiment, being flanked in its position, 
had left the works in.its front. Just at this time I heard brisk firing 
on my left. Seeing that I was flanked on my right, and apprehending 
that my left was also threatened, I ordered the One hundred and six: 
teenth and One hundred and twenty-third Ohio Regiments to move by 
the left flank and form line of battle in the field on my left, fronting the 
position lately occupied by the Third Brigade. I had scarcely formed 
this line when I heard firing in the woods immediately in my rear, I 
then moved by the left flank of the brigade and formed another line on 
the hill overlooking the ravine in rear of the works of the Third 
Brigade. Halting here a moment, I discovered the enemy was in my 
rear and threatening to cut me off and to surround me. I then moved 
quickly toward the turnpike, my command fighting the enemy in my 
front and on my right until it reached the position occupied by the 
Nineteenth Army Corps. Here it formed a portion of the line, under 
the direction of General Emory, and fought until the line was broken 
on this part of the field. After this the line became so broken that but 
little could be done in rallying the men until they reached the train of 
the Sixth Army Corps, in the vicinity of the present headquarters of 
General Crook. <A line was here formed to allow the train time to cross 
the ravine and creek. Considering the broken condition of the ranks, 
the men of my command fought with great bravery and coolness at this 
point. When the train had crossed, this line gave way, and, falling back 
some distance, scattering portions of my brigade were collected and 
moved forward under direction of Colonel Harris to a line formed in the 
edge of the woods beyond the ravine in which the Sixth Corps train had 
become blocked up. When this line fell back portions of my command 
formed with the remnant of the First Division behind a stone wall on the 
right of the turnpike beyond Middletown. Colonel Harris then directed 
me to go to the rear and direct all stragglers from the Army of West 
Virginia to return to their commands. Taking Lieutenant Disosway, of 
my staff, with me, I went to the rear and succeeded in collecting a con- 
siderable portion of the stragglers, and shortly after returning, under 
direction of Colonel Harris, moved the brigade across the turnpike to 
the support of the batteries situated on that part of the field. It lay 
here until the advance was made in the afternoon, when it moved for- 
ward and encamped near its present position. 

il neglected to state in the proper connection that my command was 
in line of battle fully three-fourths of an hour before the attack was 
made, and that information of the picket-firimg was sent to division 
headquarters a half hour before the attack was made on my right. 
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My regimental commanders—Major Kellogg, One hundred and 
twenty-third Ohio; Captain Teters, One hundred and sixteenth Ohio; 
Captain Potter, Thirty-fourth Massachusetts, and Captain Wilkie, Fifth 
New York Heavy Artillery Regiments—did everything in their power 
with their men, and performed their duties nobly throughout the day. 

The members of my staff, Captain Karr and Lieutenant Disosway, 
conducted themselves in the most gallant manner throughout the day, 
and rendered very valuable service in their strenuous eftorts to rally 
the men and keep the command together. 

I have heretofore forwarded a list of casualties* in my command in 
the action. I inclose reports of regimental commanders. 

I am, lieutenant, very truly, your obedient servant, 
THOS. -F. WILDES, 
Lieut. Col. 116th Ohio Volunteers, Commanding Brigade. 


Lieut. F. L. BALLARD, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Infty. Div., Army of W. Va. 


No. 110. 


Report of Capt. Andrew Potter, Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry, 
of operations October 19. 


Hpgrs. THIRTY-FOURTH MASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY, 
Newtown, Va., October 20, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report to you the part taken by 
the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry in the engagement near Cedar 
Creek, Va., October 19, 1864. 

About 4a. m. the regiment was drawn up in line, and soon after 
picket-firing was heard in the direction of the line occupied by the 
Fifth New York Artillery. Ina very short time after the enemy was 
seen in front of the line of breast- works occupied by the First Division, 
Department of West Virginia, and the regiment immediately engaged in 
action with the enemy, who delivered a heavy fire into our front and on 
our right tlank opposite the position occupied by the Fifty-fourth Penn- 
sylvania. Wecontinued our firing until the enemy were seen inside the 
breast-work of the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and also over 
the breast-work of the Fifth New York Heavy Artillery, vacated by the 
regiments being on picket duty. Thus surrounded on the right and 
left, receiving a fire from the right, left, and front, and the force on our 
right having retired, the order was given to retire, and the regiment 
became scattered and broken. <A portion of the regiment rallied on the 
hill near Colonel Thoburn’s headquarters, and held the enemy in check 
until an immensely superior force appeared in our front, when the 
regiment fell back again, and taking the west side of the pike retreated 
toward Middletown. Theregiment having become separated, a portion 
of it, under command of Captain Leach, fell back to Newtown, and were 
then ordered on duty in town by the provost-marshal of General 
Sheridan’s staff. The other portion of the regiment, under Captain 
Potter, was joined in with portions of other regiments of Crook’s corps, 
and in the engagement near Middletown in the afternoon were in sup- 
port of the batteries engaged in action. After the fight was over the 
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portion of the regiment under command of Captain Potter rejoined that 
part of it at Newtown, where the regiment is now engaged on provost 
and guard duty. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. POTTER, 
Captain, Commanding Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry. 
Lieutenant DISosway, ; 
~  Aide-de-Camp, First Brig., First Div., Dept. of W. Va. 


ADDENDA. 


HpeRs. THIRTY-FOURTH MASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY, 
Newtown, Va., October 24, 1864. 
Lieutenant DISOSWAY, 
Aide-de-Camp, First Brig., First Div., Dept. of W. Va. : 

LIEUTENANT: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 3, I have the 
honor to make the following report: 

In the engagement of the 19th instant the officers of this regiment 
behaved themselves with credit to themselves, and after having been 
driven from their breast-works in the morning, succeeded in rallying 
their men together to a very creditable extent. A portion of the regi- 
ment having been rallied under Captain Leach was returning to the 
front from Newtown, when it was stopped by the provost-marshal of 
General Sheridan’s staff and [placed] upon duty in Newtown. The 
remaining portion of the regiment, under Captain Potter-and Lieuten- 
ant Blake, participated in the afternoon engagement. One officer, First 
Lieut. L. W. Van Loan, after reaching the pike in the morning, took 
conveyance in an ambulance or army wagon, and did not return until 
the next morning. As an excuse for this act it can be said that he is 
troubled with sores, which unfit him for marching, and for the past four 
weeks, in the marching done during that time, Lieutenant Van Loan 
has been unable to walk and has had to ride in the saddle. 

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, yours, Xe., 
A. POTTER, 
Captain, Commanding Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry. 


No. 111. 


Report of Capt. Frederick ©. Wilkie, Fifth New York Heavy Artillery, 
of operations October 19. 


CEDAR CREEK, VA., October 20, 1864. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by 
the Second Battalion, Fifth Artillery New York Volunteers, under my 
command in the action of the 19th instant: 

The battalion went on picket on the morning of the 17th and was 
still upon that duty in front of First Division, Army of West Virginia, 
when the attack was made by the enemy on the morning of the 19th. 
About one hour before daylight some rebel cavalry appeared in front of 
the left of the lines, but being fired upon retired. That portion of the 
line then deployed as skirmishers. Shortly after a column of the enemy 
crossed the creek on the right of the line, was fired upon by the pickets 
posted there, also by the small reserve, but they did not return the fire. 
The reserve fell back in skirmishing order, but was unable to check in 
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the slightest degree the advance of the enemy. With the exception of 
about forty men capable of bearing arms, the whole battalion was eap- 
tured. What few escaped was so much scattered as to be unable to 
take any further part in the action. 

A list of casualties will be forwarded as soon as I am able to com- 
plete it.* 

Very respectfully, 
F. C. WILKIE, 
Capt., Comdg. Second Battalion, Fifth Artillery New York Vols. 


Lieut. I. C. Disosway, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


ADDENDA. 


CEDAR CREEK, VA., October 25, 1864. 
Lieut. I. C. DIsosway, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the conduct of the 
officers of the Second Battalion, Fifth Artillery New York Volunteers, 
in the action of October 19, 1864: 

The battalion was on picket when the attack was made, and all taken 
prisoners, except a few from the right company and afew who were 
left in camp, being unfit for duty. The officers who escaped capture 
are myself, commanding battalion, Lieutenant and Adjutant Jacobson; 
Lieutenant Robbins, commanding right company, and Doctor Bowers, 
surgeon. What few of the men that remained were so much scattered 
that at no time during the day could they be made an effective organi- 
zation. - I myself, after vainly endeavoring to rally some of the corps 
on the pike and in the woodson the left, searched over the field, hoping 
to find some part of the battalion which I hoped had escaped, but found 
none, but heard that the colors and a few men were with the Thirty- 
fourth Massachusetts at Newtown. Went there, but the men being 
those most unfit for duty, and the surgeon urging it, let them remain. 
Lieutenant Robbins succeeded in collecting about sixteen men and 
went into camp with them with the brigade. Adjutant Jacobson 
reported to Colonel Thoburn, commanding First Division, and by his 
orders gave his attention to the saving of the trains and went with them 
to Winchester. Doctor Bowers rendered assistance in the hospitals 
at Newtown. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant. 
F. C. WILKIE, 
Captain, Commanding Battalion. 


No. 112. 


Report of Capt. Wilbert B. Teters, One hundred and sixteenth Ohio 
Infantry, of operations October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS 116TH On1I0 INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 21, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to transmit you herewith a report of 
the part taken by my command during the battle of the 19th instant. 
On the morning of the 19th my regiment held position on the left of 
the First Brigade in the outer line of breast-works, on the north side 
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of Cedar Creek. At daybreak, about 4.30 o’clock, the enemy attacked 
the picket-line on our front. The regiment was under arms immediately 
and ready for any emergency. Shortly afterward the enemy charged 
on the right of the line, carrying the works there, and gaining our right 
flank. The One hundred and sixteenth received orders to close up to 
the right, which it did. We were soon ordered, however, to move out 
by the left flank; we formed line again on the crest of the hill imme- 
diately behind the strip of woods in which the breast-works were, the 
enemy still pressing us closely. The whole brigade then fell back by 
the flank, my regiment being still on the extreme left. On the brow of 
the next hill we were formed in line of battle by Lieut. Col. Thomas I’. 
Wildes, commanding brigade, and fell back in good order until we 
reached the hill on which the Nineteenth Corps were in line, the enemy 
still attempting to flank our column both on the right and left, and con- 
tinually harassing us with a warm musketry fire. Here we joined the 
line on the right of the Second Division of Crook’s command, and 
moved forward to the support of a division of the Nineteenth Corps, 
which was hotly engaged in our front. My command fell back again 
with the whole line and crossed to the left of the pike, forming in front 
of a large wagon train until the train could have time to move out. 
The regiment then fell back gradually, forming line of battle several 
times, until it was ordered to move with the brigade over to the right of 
the pike in support of two batteries. At about 4.30 p.m. we moved 
forward with the line until we reached the position where the regiment 
is at the present writing. 

I neglected to state in thé proper connection that I was wounded 
early in the action in the right shoulder with a piece of a shell, when 
the command devolved upon Capt. John Hull, of Company K. 

The officers and men of my command behaved with praiseworthy 
coolness and bravery throughout the many exciting changes of the day. 
I send you herewith a list of the casualties in my command.* 

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. TETERS, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 


ACTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, FIRST BRIGADE. 
ADDENDA. 


HEADQUARTERS 116TH OHIO INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Cedar Oreek, Va., October 23, 1864, 
ACTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, FIRST BRIGADE: 
LIEUTENANT: In compliance with your order of the 22d instant, I 
have the honor to report that all my officers did their full duty during 
the action of the 19th. After the battle was over every one was with his 
own command, and had been with some part of his company throughout 
the entire day. They did all they could, I am well satisfied, to rally 
their men and to overcome the disaster of the early part of the battle. 
lor myself, | was wounded in the shoulder with a piece of shell which 
made it necessary for me to seek medical aid, and I returned on the 
following morning to my command. 
Lam, lieutenant, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILBERT B. TETERS, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 


* Embodied in table, p. 184, 
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Tieport of Maj. Horace Kellogg, One hundred and twenty-third Ohio 
Infantry, of operations October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS 123D OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Cedar Oreek, Va., October 21, 1804. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part, taken by 
this regiment in the battle of the 19th instant: 

We were alarmed about 4.30 o’clock in the morning by picket-firing 
in our immediate front. The regiment was immediately tormed behind 
the breast-works which had been constructed by us. After remaining 
a short time in line we were ordered to move by the right flank and 
occupy the works built by the Fifth New York Heavy Artillery. We 
had hardly got into position before the regiments on our right were 
heavily engaged and were being driven back. After firing a few 
rounds we were ordered to move by the left flank and reoceupy our 
own works. We were then ordered to move again by the left flank and 
join the One hundred and sixteenth Olio Infantry, which was already 
moving out by the left. By this time the enemy were on our right 
flank. We formed line of battle and retreated in as good order as 
possible for a distance of nearly two miles. We then reformed in rear 
of the Second Division of this command, and remained in line of bat- 
tle for about two hours. We were then ordered to move by the left 
flank across the pike, a distance of about half a mile. We remained 
in line about one hour, and was then ordered to move in line of battle 
through a piece of woods in our front. Finding no enemy we went 
into camp for the night. 

A list of casualties accompanies this report, showing a loss of 12 men 
wounded and 11 missing, who are supposed to be captured by the enemy. 

My regiment was in line of battle full half an hour before the attack 
was made in the morning, and retreated in as good order as could be 
expected. 

Very respectfully, 
HORACE KELLOGG, 
Major, Commanding 123d Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


Lieut. I, C, DIsosway, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


ADDENDA. 


HEADQUARTERS 123D OHIO INFANTRY, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 23, 1864. 
Lieut. I. C.. DISOSWAY, 
Aide-de-Camp : 
Sir: In compliance with circular of the 22d instant, I have the honor 
to make the following report: : ' ; 
During the battle of the 19th instant the officers of this regiment, I 
am proud to say, behaved with bravery and did all in their power to 
assist in rallying the men after our lines were broken and we were com- 
pelled to fall back. Lieut. Elmer Ki. Husted, in command of Company 
B, went to the rear as far as Winchester, where his company was on duty 
guarding division supply train, and returned early the next morning, 


I respectfully, yours, We. 
ee ne ee ea LL HORAUH KELLOGG, 
Major, Commanding 123d Ohio Infantry, 
25 RB R—VOL XLIII, PT I 
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Report of Lieut. Col. John P.. Linton, Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Infan 
try, commanding Third Brigade, of operations September 3. 


Hpers. THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST INFANTRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Summit Point, Va., September 14, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Third Brigade in the late engagement near Berry- 
ville, on the 3d instant: d ; 

At the beginning of the contest the Eleventh and Fifteenth Regi- 
ments West Virginia Infantry were hurriedly ordered from prepara- 
tions for bivouac, and after some changes were, under orders from the 
division commander, placed—the Eleventh partially deployed as_skir- 
mishers in the woods at the north (or right) side of the pike from Berry- 
ville to Winchester, and the Fifteenth in line in a clump of woods on 
the south (or left) side of the same, with skirmishers thrown out on the 
front and left flank. Subsequently the position of the Fifteenth was 
changed, under the personal direction of the colonel commanding 
division, by advancing it about 200 yards to a crest of a hill in front 
and placing it, as Lunderstand, on the extreme left of our line. While 
these dispositions were being made I learned that the general com- 
manding had directed. the balance of the brigade to proceed to the 
right of the line, and the two regiments on the left being separated as 
indicated, I deemed it proper to proceed to the right. I have therefore 
no personal knowledge of the part taken by the Eleventh and Fifteenth 
Regiments West Virginia Volunteers in the fight. From the reports 
of their commanders, to which I respectfully refer, it appears that the 
Fifteenth was ‘“ assaulted in front and on the left flank, and after a brief 
but sharp contest fell back and formed in rear of our battery on the 
right of the Winchester road,” and remained there until 9 p.m. The 
Eleventh had been deployed about an hour, “when the enemy charged 
upon ” their ‘line and they were, after some pretty severe skirmishing,” 
ordered to fall back upon their reserves. Not finding their reserves, the 
One hundred and twenty-third Ohio, at the point supposed, they con- 
tinued to fall back until “rallied behind a stone fence parallel to their 
original position, which position they held till daylight.” When I arrived 
at the right ofthe line I foundthe Twenty-third Illinois deployed as skir- 
mishers and the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers and Tenth West 
Virginia advancing by the flank to the line. These regiments were 
immediately formed in line, the reserve of the Twenty-third Illinois on 
the left, connecting with a brigade of Second Division, the Tenth Vir- 
ginia in the center, and the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers on the 
right, being the extreme right of our line of battle. The ground in front 
being covered with thick undergrowth, I strengthened the line of skir- 
mishers with one company of the Tenth Virginia and one from the Fifty- 
fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, the latter extending some distance to 
the right and protecting that flank. _The fighting along this part of the 
line was principally between the skirmishers, no demonstration being 
made by the enemy in force, and though we were pretty severely shelled, 
the shell almost invariably passed too high, doing no damage. About 
daylight the Tenth and Twenty-third, by direction of colonel command- 
ing division, were quietly retired to the new line, the Fifty-fourth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers being left as our advance picket. Some time after 
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dawn the latter regiment, finding that the enemy had appeared on both 
flanks and that a skirmish line was advancing on their front, was with- 
drawn by its commander and joined the balance of the command. 
A list of casualties accompanies this report.* 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, JNO. P. LINTON, 
Lieut. Col. Fifty-jourth Pennsylvania Vols., Comdg. Third Brig. 
Lieut. F. L. BALLARD, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Div., Dept. of West Virginia. 


No. 115. 


Reports of Col. Thomas M. Harris, Tenth West Virginia Infantry, com- 
manding Third Brigade, of operations September 19 and 22. 


HARRISONBURG, VA., September 27, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Third Brigade of the First Division, Army of West 
Virginia, in the battle near Winchester, on the 19th instant: 

My brigade consisted of five regiments, viz, the Tenth, Eleventh, and 
Fifteenth West Virginia, Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania, and Twenty-third 
Illinois, commanded respectively by Maj. H. H. Withers, Lieut. Col. 
Van H. Bukey, Maj. J. W. Holliday, Lieut. Col. J. P. Linton, and 
Capt. S. A. Simison, and numbered 1,841 officers and enlisted men for 
duty. I formed it in line of battle, under the superintendence of the 
commanding general, in the open field in rear of a wood into which the 
First Brigade had just been sent forward, and in which it was then 
resting. Having formed my line, I threw it forward into the woods, 
under the direction of the colonel commanding the division, being aided 
very materially by different members of the colonel’s staff as well as by 
my own, the thickness of the woods and unevenness of the ground 
renacering it very difficult to preserve a good line inadvancing. Having 
advanced to near the open ground on the opposite side of the woods, I 
found my command immediately in rear of the First Brigade, which 
had halted and was resting. My command did the same, and upon a 
short reconnaissance I found that the First Brigade had been advanced 
so as to form a continuation of the line formed by the Nineteenth Corps, 
and that it thus occupied at that time the right of our line, the left of 
the First Brigade being a little to the rear and overlapping somewhat 
the right of the Nineteenth Corps. The Third Brigade now occupied a 
position parallel to the First and a few paces initsrear. Whilst resting 
here I received an order from the colonel commanding to throw my two 
right regiments to the rear in a line perpendicular to the line of battle, for 
the protection of our flank, and to have them throw forward skirmishers 
as far as the edge of a small creek or slough that bounded our right flank, 
and was at the same time informed that Colonel Wells, of the Thirty- 
fourth Massachusetts, commanding the First Brigade, had been ordered 
to throw a regiment to the rear in like manner on his right, with 
which my two regiments would connect and form a continuous line, 
Colonel Duval, of the Ninth West Virginia, commanding the Second 
Division, who had formed his command in two lines in my rear at my 
first formation in the field, I now found had thrown his command across 


* Shows 6 men killed, 29 men wounded, and 6 men captured or missing; total 41, 
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the slough above referred to, and by deployment of his command 
formed a continuation of our lines on our right on the opposite side. 
The First Division was now ordered to charge, and at once both the 
First and the Third Brigades moved forward in fine style, clearing the 
woods and emerging with hearty cheers into the open field in front of 
the enemy, who,on this part of the field, occupied a stone wall some 300 
yards distant in our immediate front and a wood on our left flank. 
Our lines pressed forward with irresistible impetuosity, dislodged the 
enemy and occupied the wall and the woods. I had sent my aide-de- 
camp, Lieut. W. H. H. King, of the Eleventh West Virginia, on receiving 
the first order to charge, to the right of my command to bring up the 
two regiments that had been bent to the rear into line, and then bring 
them forward, and as soon as I saw that that portion of my line front- 
ing the enemy (consisting of the Tenth West Virginia, Fifty-fourth 
Pennsylvania, and Fifteenth West Virginia) were going forward gal- 
lantly in the open ground I went to the right to aid Lieutenant King in 
bringing up my right regiments that had been thus left in the rear, and 
found that, in addition to the Eleventh West Virginia and Twenty-third 
Illinois, a portion of the Fifteenth was still in the woods, and that the 
First Brigade had also left the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts behind in a 
similar manner. These regiments and part of a regiment were still in 
the woods, which, at this part of my line, ran forward between the field 
and creek or slough above referred to to a distance of half a mile. 
Feeling the importance of keeping up a connection between my right and 
Colonel Duval’s left, I now threw this portion of my command forward, 
through the woods, ny right sweeping the edge of the slough. The 
woods being brushy and the ground difficult I had some difficulty in 
getting my subordinate officers to understand the movement which I 
desired them to make, as well as in advancing this portion of my line 
after my wishes were understood. And I cannot omit to mention the 
valuable assistance which I received in this portion of my task from 
Lieutenants Hornbrook and Ballard, of the division staff, as also from 
my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant King. I here found that the slough, 
which some little distance to my front bent round to my right in front 
of Colonel Duval, so that it had to be crossed by him, was nearly im- 
passable, and that large portions of his command were returning along 
its side, looking for a place at which they could cross, which they found 
in the vicinity of where I was then advancing, and having fecrossed, 
they at once formed line and came up in myrear. Having extricated 
my command from the woods, and finding nothing in my immediate 
front, supposing it had been swept over by Colonel Duval with that 
portion of his command which had succeeded in effecting-a crossing on 
my right, I made a left wheel, and quickly came up on to the plain 
in front of the enemy’s left, finding nothing supporting me on my 
right, in continuation of my line, but groups of soldiers scattered over 
the field, advancing as they could from one cover to another these all 
being in advance of me. I now found that the First Brigade, with the 
exception before mentioned, of the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts, which 
was with me, and that portion of the Third that advanced through the 
field on the first order to charge, were occupying positions on my left, 
and.in advance, and that the effect of our combined movements had re- 
sulted in a deployment which placed that portion of my command, and of 
others, which I had brought from the woods, on the right of the First Bri- 
gade. I was now fairly in front of the enemy’s left, from whom I received 
a terrible storm of shot and shell; nevertheless, I was able to advance 
my command in tolerable order to a position about 150 paces to the rear 
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of a prolongation of our lines in advance, which now enjoyed the cover 
of the woods and in the open ground of a stone wall. The wall, how- 
ever, Stopped short in my immediate front, and my men could get no 
cover except that afforded by inequalities of the ground and by seat- 
tering rocks and trees. The enemy’s artillery had now gotten my 
exact range and was throwing shells rapidly and with terrible effect. 
I was at the same time exposed to a terrible fire of musketry at good 
range. My command was compelled to seek shelter wherever it could be 
found, but nobly maintained its ground. Iwas here joined by Lieut. O. 
P. Boughner, my acting assistant adjutant-general, who had accompanied 
my left through allits various changes, and from him received very 
valuable assistance in holding my position. I was also joined here by 
Colonel Duval, whose presence and counsel assured both myself and 
my command very greatly. With the aid of Colonel Duval and Lieu- 
tenants Boughner, Hornbrook, and Ballard, and other officers, the men 
were encouraged to go forward singly and in squads, from one cover to 
another, acting as sharpshooters. This had a marked effect in slack- 
ening the enemy’s fire, particularly that of his artillery. The colonel 
commanding now made his appearance on this part of the field, and 
superintended all subsequent operations. Here Colonel Duval and 
Lieutenant Boughner each received disabling wounds and were carried 
off the field. Lieutenant-Colonel Linton, commanding Fifty-fourth 
Pennsylvania, was severely wounded a little on my left, and had to 
retire. At this juncture our cavalry, which had occupied a command- 
ing position on our right, made a most gallant charge, sweeping across 
the plain occupied by the enemy, dashing amongst them everywhere, 
routing and capturing as they went. In this charge a large number 
of prisoners were brought out. The enemy again attempted to rally, 
especially around his guns, but our lines, having taken advantaye of 
the confusion created by the charge of our cavalry, advanced rapidly 
and quickly had possession of his guns and put a stop to his last show 
of resistance. I now collected together what I could of my command 
and advanced in line, throwing forward skirmishers as far as the fort 
on the ridge north of the town, when, under the direction of the general 
commanding, 1 changed my direction, swept the ridges on the western 
edge of the town, and advanced as far as Mill Creek, south of the 
town, where I bivouacked for the night. 

My losses in this engagement were quite severe, as will appear from 
the accompanying list of casualties.* They are also very unequally 
proportioned amongst the different regiments, the Tenth West Virginia 
having suffered very nearly one-half of the casualties of the brigade. 
This was owing to the fact that it occupied the left of my line, and was 
exposed to a heavy enfilading fire at close range from a wood on my 
left as it advanced. Here Captain Ewing, commanding Company G of 
the Tenth, fell; also Lieutenant McCollum, acting adjutant of the same 
regiment. : : 

I have only to say that the conduct of my command, both of officers 
and men. was eminently satisfactory. 

[have the honor to subscribe myself, very respectfully, your obedient 


ant 
Sia uke T. M. HARRIS, 
Colonel Tenth West Virginia, Commanding Brigade. 


Lieut. F. L. BALLARD, a gy 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Div., Army of West Virginia. 


* Embodied in table, p. 115. 
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HARRISONBURG, VA., September 28, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Third Brigade, First Division, Army of West Vir- 
ginia, in the action at Fisher’s Hill, on the 22d instant: 

The Third Brigade (consisting of the Tenth West Virginia, Maj. i. 
H. Withers; Eleventh West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Van H. Bukey; Fif- 
teenth West Virginia, Maj. J. W. Holliday; Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania, 
Maj. BE. D. Yutzy, and Twenty-third Ilinois, Capt. S. A. Simison) num- 
bered on that occasion 1,465 officers and men for duty. The First 
Division on that day was formed on the left of the Second and the 
Third Brigade on the left of the First. The Second being absent, my 
position was thus on the left of our lines. The command being formed 
in two lines, the aggressive movement was initiated by a detour of two 
or three miles through woods and ravines to gain a position in the 
dense woods on the side of North Mountain, on the flank of the enemy’s 
works, unobserved by him. Just before reaching the desired point a 
portion of our lines became exposed to his view in passing across a 
narrow strip of open ground, and was at once opened upon by his artil- 
lery with some effect. We were still moving by the flank, and pressed 
rapidly forward until our right rested clearly in rear of his works, 
when we came at once to a front and charged rapidly down the side of 
the mountain. The charge was made in gallant style, accompanied by 
deafening cheers and a rapid discharge of musketry at the onset. So 
sudden, unexpected, and demonstrative was this charge, and so fairly 
directed against the enemy’s flank, that he was at once stricken with 
terror, and that portion of his infantry stationed on his left and near to 
us fled at the first discharge of arms and cheer from our men, and by 
their confused and rapid flight carried panic and consternation with 
them as they went. Ourrapidly advancing lines became constantly more 
and more confused by the men of the rear line, who were possessed of 
the most physical strength, courage, and activity, pressing forward into 
the front line; the men of my command becoming thus mingled with 
those of the First Brigade (Colonel Wells). and finally the officers and 
men of this character throughout the entire command had the advance 
and quickly planted our flag and had possession of the guns on the left 
of the enémy’s position; but without pausing or giving him time to rally 
or change his front, they continued to press forward in the manner 
above described, taking position after position and capturing guns at 
each, until he was finally driven in confusion from the whole of his 
long line of works and completely routed, our pursuit only terminating 
with the coming of darkness, the charge having been made after 4 
p- m., and our men having passed rapidly over hill and hollow, 
through woods and open ground for a distance of three or four miles. 
During the greater portion of this time I was engaged in urging for- 
ward the more timid and weak, and driving from cover the cowardly, 
that I might thus maintain a reserve for the support of the brave fellows 
who had gone forward, in the event of their being brought to a stand 
or meeting with arepulse. Consequently, I cannot speak from personal 
observation, except in general terms, of the valiant conduct of that por- 
tion of my command which was with our advance. I only know that 
the color-sergeant of the Tenth West Virginia claims to have been the 
first to plant our flag on the enemy’s works, and that he seems to be weli 
supported in this claim by his comrades who stood by his side, and that 
the Twenty-third Illinois and Eleventh West Virginia brought out each 
a battle-flag. Many also of my officers and men from the various regi- 
ments claim to have captured guns as they advanced. 
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The conduet of my command, both of ofticers and men, was in the main 
very satisfactory, but that of a large portion of it, including nearly if 
not quite all my officers, was above all praise. : 

My losses in this affair were very slight, as will appear from the 
accompanying list of casualties,* but many of the wounds are of a 
severe character, having been made by shells. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. M. HARRIS, 
Colonel Tenth West Virginia, Commanding Third Brigade 
Lieut. F. L. BALLARD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division. 


No. 116. 


Report of Capt. John Suter, Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Infantry, of 
operations October 19. 


Hpgrs. FIFTY-FOURTH PENNSYLVANIA VOL. INFANTRY, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 25, 1864. 
COLONEL: In compliance with your order asking a report of the part 
taken by the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry in the 
action of the 19th of October, I have the honor to submit the following: 
On the morning of the 19th, before daylight, when I was first 
apprised of picket-firing in our front, I ordered the regiment to turn 
out under arms, which was doue by the companies forming in their 
quarters and afterward marching up to the breast-work in our front. 
Before the line could be properly formed the enemy, apparently in a 
mass, were observed advancing along the whole front and already at 
the abatis. My regiment opened and maintained a fire until the enemy 
getting in our rear from the extreme left of the line of works, were 
compelled to fall back to avoid capture, and in so doing some 24 were 
taken prisoners, 2 killed, and 5 wounded. As there was no order given 
to fall hack, a portion of the regiment was rallied at the skirt of the 
woods in the camp, and disputed the advance of the enemy for a time, 
during which Lieut. Jeseph Peck, acting adjutant, was killed while 
urging the men to their duty. Arriving on the turnpike the regiment 
was partly rallied with the colors and formed with a portion of the 
Nineteenth Corps, after which it moved back to a point in rear of the 
Sixth Corps, where a detachment of a few hundred of different regi- 
ments of the Army of West Virginia were rallied, after which it moved 
forward with said detachment and engaged the enemy in a skirt of 
woods, driving him out and holding it for nearly one hour, in which one 
man was severely wounded. Afterward again moved back with the 
detachment to a new position in rear of the Sixth Corps. After this, 
the respective brigades and divisions being again reformed, my regi- 
ment conformed to the movements of its own brigade during the re- 
mainder of the day, which was that of a reserve and support to artil- 
lery, until evening, when it advanced with the whole line to Cedar 
Creek, going into bivouac on nearly the same ground occupied before. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN SUTER, 
Capt., Comdg Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 
Col. MILTON WELLS, ; 
OComdg. Third Brig., First Div., Army of West Virginia. 


*Embodied in table, p. 125, 
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Hpgrs. FIFTY-FOURTH PENNSYLVANIA VOL, INFANTRY, _ 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 24, 1864. 


Col. MILTON WELLS, 
Commanding Third Brigade: 

CoLonEL: In compliance with your order calling for a report of the 
conduct of officers on the 19th instant, I have the honor to submit the 
following: : 

There were no commissioned officers of the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Infantry went to Winchester. Captains Davis and Long 
and Lieutenant Dunlap were with me throughout the entire day with 
the regiment. Captain Moulton and Lieutenants Rehr, Gageby, Trout- 
man, and McCracken were on different parts of the field with squads 
of men of this and other regiments of our brigade, doing service partly 
with the Nineteenth Corps, and joined their regiment in the afternoon 
and evening of the same day. This accounts for all the officers for 
duty in this regiment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN SUTER, 
Captain, Comdy. Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 


No. 117. 


Report of Maj. Henry H. Withers, Tenth West Virginia Infantry, of 
operations October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS TENTH WEST VIRGINIA VOLUNTEERS, 
Cedar Creek, October 25, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor herewith to submit statement of 
the part taken by the Tenth West Virginia Volunteer Infantry in the 
late action with Confederate -forces under General Early on the 19th 
instant. 

On the morning of the 19th I was very restless from some cause, and 
rose rauch earlier in the morning than usual; had taken my seat in my 
tent (about fifty yards distant from the part of the fortifications occupied 
by my regiment) and commenced eating my breakfast, when I heard 
several shots fired in tolerably quick succession; thought, however, 
the pickets were disturbed by some unimportant event, until I heard a 
volley fired apparently from the left, where the Second Division were 
fortified; then almost immediately I heard a volley from our part of 
the fortifications (the part occupied by Third Brigade, First Division), 
when, leaving my breakfast, I ran up to the extreme right of the line, 
where I encountered an enfilading fire from my left, and found the men 
of my regiment throwing themselves down in the trenches and hurry- 
ing into the works. On passing around outside the breast-works a 
short distance I found the enemy occupied the, works, and the Eleventh 
and Fifteenth Virginia on my left apparently confused. Seeing I could 
not fire tothe left for our own men, I ordered the right captain to bring 
his command out of the trenches by the right flank, and the men of 
the regiment, with others intermixed, began to obey the order, when from 
the left came an order from some one to halt. I immediately stopped 
the further withdrawal of the men, when Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, 
commanding the regiment, arrived and asked me what to do. I thought 
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I understood the predicament and told him we must withdraw to where 
we could do something, and he agreed to it, and carried out the order 
first given to withdraw. The regiment then marched double-quick to 
the foot of the hill below fortifications, where it was formed and ad- 
vanced to a favorable position to await the pursuit of the enemy; find- 
ing, however, all the other troops had withdrawn and were out of sight, 
the regiment was then ordered right about and commenced a rapid 
retreat. Finding we were flanked all along down on our right and 
subject to a heavy fire, we bore to the left and fell back upon the Nine- 
teenth Army Corps, with which the regiment co-operated in checking 
the advance of the enemy. By this time the regiment was very much 
broken and scattered, and myself entirely exhausted and unable to 
walk, I loosed an old horse, and by the assistance of a friend made my 
way back until I found a small squad making a stand opposite lower 
end of Middletown. Here I stopyed and aided in stopping stragglers, 
until a considerable portion of the Army of West Virginia arrived. 
ee ate not actively engaged in any other part of the operations ot 
the day. 
Respectfully submitted. 
HENRY H. WITHERS, 
Major Tenth West Virginia Vol. Infantry, Comdg. Regiment. 


Lieut. W. H. H. Kine, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brig., First Infantry Division. 


ADDENDA. 


HEADQUARTERS TENTH WEST VIRGINIA VOLUNTEERS, 
Cedar Creek, October 23, 1864. 


Lieut. WILLIAM H. H. KING, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brigade, First Infantry Division: 
LIEUTENANT: In obedience to circular order dated headquarters 
Third Brigade, First Infantry Division, Cedar Creek, Va., October 22, 
1864, requiring a statement respecting the conduct of officerS of the 
different regiments of the brigade, in the late battle of the 19th instant, 
I have the honor to state: That Lieut. Col. M.S. Hall was in command 
of the Tenth West Virginia and I was acting in my legitimate capacity 
as major of the regiment.. Owing to the suddenness of the surprise I 
was left without a horse, and, from the distance the regiment retreated, 
I was completely exhausted, and was taken by the lieutenant-colonel 
commauding to the top of the hill on which the Nineteenth Corps was 
encamped, from which point I made my way to the rear with the mass 
that seemed to be making in that direction, and by the assistance of an 
old horse, led by Captain Williamson, succeeded in getting to the rear 
until I saw the first squad who had determined to make a stand, 
and there I stopped and aided in collecting stragglers. I was thus 
prevented from seeing the conduct of the officers of the regiment after 
the regiment became scattered and broken. Up to this time all seemed 
to do their duty alike. . I know of but two officers of the regiment who 
went far to the rear, one was Lieut. Thomas Hess, who was excused 
from duty by the surgeon of the regiment, and the other, Lieut. I. C. 
Burbridge, Company A, both of whom got as far as Winchester, Va., 
and returned to the regiment the following morning. The history of 
Lieutenant Burbridge is as follows: Being left sick at Summit Point, 
W. Va., on the 19th of September, and afterwards on the 21st of same 
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month excused by brigade Surgeon Gaus for twenty days, remained 
in hospital at Winchester, Va., until the 13th instant, at which time he 
returned to the regiment, and on the 14th reported for duty with his 
regiment. I make this statement in order to do full justice to all. 
Respectfully submitted. 
HENRY H. WITHERS, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 


No. 118. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Van H. Bukey, Eleventh West Virginia Infantry; 
of operations October 19. 


Hpgrs. ELEVENTH WEST VIRGINIA INFANTRY VOLS., 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 25, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by my regiment in the action of the 19th instant: 

Near 5 a. m. the firing on the left alarmed my camp, and the men 
were quickly in line under arms at the works immediately to the left 
of the battery, on the extreme right of the line of the Army of West 
Virginia. When I arrived at the works I found some of my men firing 
to the front, and fearing injury to some of our own command in front, 
and seeing no enemy there at that time, I ordered them to cease firing. 
1 had not passed from the left to right of my regiment, however, before 
the Fifteenth West Virginia, immediately on my left, fell back from the 
works, and my flank received a pretty severe, but, owing to fog and 
darkness, not accurate fire. My regiment then gave way by companies 
from the left, obliquing to the right and rear down the hill. We 
assisted, however, in running some (I think five) of the pieces of the bat- 
tery above named to the rear, whence they were taken off. I did not 
succeed in forming my regiment until we had crossed the ravine toward 
the turnpike, when I formed a perfect line and remained in that position 
a short time. Being left separated from my brigade, and hearing firing 
almost directly in my rear, I moved “by right of companies to rear” 
through the woods, where, finding I was in great danger of being cut off 
(the rebels having the hillcommanding theturnpike from the creek north- 
ward), I formed columns and filed my command in ‘rear of the left of the 
works of the Nineteenth Corps. Iam satisfied that had I been a few min- 
utes later my command would have been cut off. I had taken this posi- 
tion but a short time when our left was attacked, and a staff officer (I 
think of the Nineteenth Corps) ordered me to move to the rear, changing 
front forward on left company. I had faced my command to the left, 
when all in front of us broke, and my command was carried with the 
press in confusion toward the stone house now used as General Sheri. 
dan’s headquarters. A few of my command returned to the breast- 
works, but as they were otherwise deserted they were compelled ‘to 
leave them. My command being from this time so seattered I cannot 
say that it took part as a command in the subsequent action of the 
forenoon. I exerted myself to reorganize, and whenever I found officers 
of my command, directed them to retain all men of the regiment with 
whom they could meet and rally on General Crook’s flag. I sueceeded 
in rallying most of the regiment, when the brigade was formed in rear 
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of the Sixth Corps, on the right of the pike, and moved with the bri- 
gade to the position on the high ground on the left of the pike, and 
advanced to our present position with our army in the evening. 
I have in another report spoken particularly in reference to the con- 
duct of the officers of my command. 
I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, &c., 
VAN H. BUKEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Eleventh West Virginia Volunteers. 
[Lieut. W. H. H. Kine, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.| 


ADDENDA. 


Hp@rs. ELEVENTH WEST VIRGINIA INFANTRY VOLS., 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 24, 1864. 
Lieut. W. H. H. Kine, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brigade, First Infantry Division: 

LIEUTENANT: Being in receipt of a circular from your headquarters, 
directing that regimental commanders furnish a report of the couduct 
of their subordinate officers on the occasion of the 19th instant, I have 
the honor to comply with the requirement, as follows: 

Major Simpson, though quite unwell, was with the command, and 
performed his duties throughout. Captain Cummings, Company A; 
Captain Clammer and Lieutenant Ferrel, Company ©; Lieutenant Core, 
Company D; Captain Stoddard and Lieutenant Collett, Company F; 
Lieutenant Elkins, Company G; Lieutenant Holt, Company H; Lieu- 
tenant Lytle, Company I, and Lieutenants Poling and Riley, Company 
K, were all with their commands until the regiment was disorganized by 
being forced back with and becoming mixed with the left of the Nine- 
teenth Corps, and all were with the command when I succeeded in 
assembling it again. Captain Myers, Company B, was not thus with 
it. He says he was sick, and I found him quite sick the succeeding 
day (in the evening). In case of Lieutenant Park, of the same com- 
pany, I have, in obedience to an order received, forwarded a special 
report to division headquarters. Lieut. Levi Campbell, jr., Company 
D, acting adjutant, was with the command until late in the afternoon, 
when I permitted him, with Captain Parriott, Company H, to remain 
behind. They were evidently unable to proceed with the command, the 
former being dismounted. Capt. D. R. King, Company I, had a sur- 
geon’s pass and went to Winchester. He had just returned from a sick 
leave, and was not yet reported for duty; nor is he so reported yet. 
Lieut. Philip F. Poe, Company E, went to Winchester. I called upon 
him for an explanation and he states, that upon the command becom- 
ing confused he retired to the line of stragglers being halted, or near 
it, when an officer with colonel’s uniform ordered him to take charge 
of some men of different commands, and with them guard a train to-the 
rear. He went beyond Newtown, and fell in with Colonel Curtis, 
Twelfth West Virginia, who ordered him to the command of some sick 
men, whom he took to Winchester. Leaving them there, I think with 
the provost-marshal, he returned with Colonel Curtis to this place. 
Captain Stoddard, Company F, was wounded. Captain Young, Com- 
pany G, was with his command in the works. He afterward went to 
the rear, and reports that he was run over and crippled. The surgeon 
reports having given him a pass near ‘Middletown. Second Lieut. 
William G. McDaniel, Company G, was not with his command after it 
was formed in the Nineteenth Corps works, and, although I asked Cap- 
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tain Young for it two days ago, I have as yet no explanation. Some 
of the absent officers named above have acted well in previous engage- 
ments. I noticed particularly the good conduct of Lieutenant Me- 
Daniel, of Company G, at Fisher’s Hill. Not knowing what evidence to 
call upon in reference to the above facts, I can only take officers’ state- 
ments. After we were driven from the works of the Nineteenth Corps, 
and until the command was again formed about noon, I must confess 
I did not know where my whole command was. To that point we were 
in good order, the command marching through the woods nearest the 
ford “by right of companies to the rear.” However, in riding along the 
lines, front and rear, I found those officers whose names I first men- 
tioned on several parts of the field, each with a detachment of the com- 
mand. I instructed them that when they met others to keep them 
together, and that when two such detachments met they, too, should 
remain together. The officers yery efficiently obeyed, and when our 
corps advanced in the evening I had thus succeeded in again having 
the most of my regiment together. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
VAN H. BUKEY, 
Lieutenunt-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


INO: LIOE 


Report of Maj. John W. Holliday, Fifteenth West Virginia Infantry, of 
operations September 3. 


HpDqQrs. FIFTEENTH WEST VIRGINIA INFANTRY VOLS., 
Summit Point, September 14, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: In accordance with instructions received from head- 
quarters Third Brigade, First Division, Department of West Virginia, 
requiring a report of the part taken by this command in the late action 
near Berryville, Va., I have the honor to report that on the morning of 
the 3d instant the regiment received orders to move, and left camp 
near Charlestown, Va., and proceeded to Berryville and went into 
camp. At 5 p.m. received orders to fall in for action, and proceeded 
out on the Berryville and Winchester road, half a mile west of the 
former place, and under instructions from Lieutenant-Colonel Linton, 
commanding brigade, took position in line of battle immediately south 
of the road, and deployed Company B in front and Company K on the 
left flank as skirmishers. At 5.30 p.m., under orders from division 
commander, the regiment advanced 200 yards and eight or ten yards 
in rear of our skirmishers and under cover of a small ridge. Immedi- 
ately after the enemy assaulted our line in front and on the left flank, 
and after a brief but sharp contest we fell back and formed in rear of 
our battery on the right of the Winchester road, and remained there 
until 9 p. m., when General Crook ordered the regiment to report to 
Colonel Thoburn; but not knowing the whereabouts of the First 
Division we formed in rear ot the Second Division, and remained under 
arms until daylight of the 4th instant. 
We lost 4 killed (2 corporals and 2 privates), 19 wounded, and 5 
missing. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
J. W. HOLLIDAY, 
Major Fifteenth Regiment Virginia Infantry. 
Lieut. O. P. BOUGHNER, 
Acty, Asst. Adjt. Gen., 8d Brig., Ist Div., Dept. of W. Va. 
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Report of Col. Milton Wells, Fifteenth West Virginia Infantry, of oper- 
ations October 19. 


Hpgkrs. THIRD BRIGADE, FrRst INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 25, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
Fifteenth Regiment West Virginia Infantry during the engagement of 
the 19th instant: 

Between the hours of 5 and 6 o’clock in the morning of the action 
my command was in line of battle in the breast-works in front of my 
camp, at which time the enemy were observed approaching in force 
within a few rods of our works. I gave the order to fire, which was 
kept up until we were completely outflanked by the enemy on our left. 
I here lost several enlisted men killed, wounded, and captured. On 
falling back I reformed a portion of my command in rear of the original 
line of works of the Nineteenth Army Corps; said corps giving way, 
my command was scattered somewhat, but afterward were collected in 
squads, and about 12 o’clock the larger part of the command were re- 
formed in line with other portions of the Third Brigade, the brigade 
being in line with Sixth and Nineteenth Army Corps, from which posi- 
tion we moved to the left with the Army of West Virginia as a reserve 
and support to a battery. About 5 p.m. we were ordered to advance, 
which was done in good order, but not without a loss in wounded. 

The conduct of my only field officer, and a portion of the line officers, 
I cannot commend very highly; but the conduct of some of them is 
commendable, especially that of Captain Gandy, of Company EH, Captain 
McCaskey, of Company C, Captain Porter and Lieutenant Lazear, of 
Company K, and Lieutenant Powers, of Company B. The conduct of 
the enlisted men who were present was highly commendable. 

The losses in my command were as follows: 5 enlisted men killed, 
1 commissioned officer and 11 enlisted men wounded, and 1 commis- 
sioned officer and 11 enlisted men captured. 

I forgot to mention among the officers who performed their duty faith- 
fully on that day was Lieut. F. G. W. Ford, Company F. 

The above report I submit. 

I am, yours, respectfully, 
MILTON WELLS, 

Col. 15th West Virginiu Infty., Comdg. Third Brig., First Infty. Div. 


Lieut. F. L. BALLARD, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Infty. Div., Dept. of W. Va. 


ADDENDA. 


Hpgrs. THIRD BRIGADE, First INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cedar Creek, October 24, 1864. 
COLONEL: In accordance with your own special request, I forward 
the following report of the conduct of the officers of the Fifteenth West 
Virginia Volunteer Infantry during the engagement on the 19th instant: 
Between the hours of 5 and 6 o’clock of that morning I formed the 
command in line of battle and placed them in the breast-works in front of 
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camp ready for action; all of my line and field officers were at their 
posts. As soon as formed I reconnoitered some on the outside of the 
works and found the enemy approaching. I gave notice tomy command 
to be ready, and then proceeded to have the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania 
Regiment in readiness, but just as I approached the left of my own 
command I observed the enemy in force in a few rods of the works. I 
gave them orders to fire, and proceeded to assist Captain Suter in getting 
his command in line of battle, but was too late to gain the works for 
effective service before tke enemy reached them. At this critical period 
the troops along the whole line from left to right gave way, leaving the 
commanding officers as a general thing without a command. I 
attempted to rally my command, but to no effect. The line officers to 
the best of my knowledge and belief all discharged their duties at this 
critical period. Maj. John W. Holliday was among the first to break 
and run away, and I do not know of his attempting to rally any of the 
command until he had proceeded several miles to the rear, when he 
returned back with the colors and. part of the command about 11 or 12 
o’clock the same day. I would add as an excuse for Major Holliday that 
when he returned he claimed to be crippled by a fall or stroke from some 
unknown hands near the breast- works, [So as] to be unable to discharge 
the dutiesincumbent on him. I sent for an ambulanceand he was sent to 
the rear, but returned next morning, since which time he has been with 
the command but unable for active duty. Lieut. William G. W. Price, 
of Company F, went as far to the rear as Kernstown, when he concluded 
to return, and joined the command the night of the 19th after the com- 
mand had encamped for the night. Lieutenant Price heretofore has 
always acted bravely. Capt. John B. Lukens went as far as Winches- 
ter, but had asurgeon’s certificate of disability, and has since been sent 
to general hospital. I would add that Surgeon Walsh, observing the 
colors of my command some miles to the rear, accompanied with several 
of my officers and enlisted men, stopped them and turned them back to 
face the enemy. Some blame may be attached to my not keeping up 
with the colors and rallying them sooner. I would add that I being 
the senior officer present with the brigade at the time of attack, I 
deemed it my duty not only to rally the men of the Fifteenth West 
Virginia Regiment but of the whole command wherever I found them 
relying upon Major Holliday and the officers to take care of the regi. 
ment. Cajtains McCaskey and Gandy, also Lieutenant Lazear were 
the only officers present with me during the whole day, with ‘about 
twenty-five enlisted men. 
I respectfully submit the above. 
Yours, &c., 
MILTON WELLS, 
Colonel Fifteenth West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 
|Col. T. M. HARRIS. | 


The following-named officers were found with the colors when they 
were rallied: Capt. James Humes, Company A; Lieut. Harry Hinkley 
Coup any mp vi iee wounded; Capt. Fenelon Howes, Company r: 

lieutenant Cutright, Company D; Lieutenant Warthen, Compa 
KH; Lieutenant Nash, Company at sinter 

; oe < MILTON WELLS, 
Colonel Fifteenth West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 
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Reports of Col. Isaae H. Duval, Ninth West Virginia Infantry, com- 
manding Second Division, of operations August 22, 24, and 26, and 
September 3. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Summit Point, ¥a., September 13, 1864. 


JAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report of the Second 
Infantry Division, Army of West Virginia, for the 22d, 24th, and 26th 
days of August, 1864: 

On the afternoon of the 22d I received orders from the general com- 
manding to make, with one brigade of my command, a reconnaissance 
on the right of the enemy’s line, then lying in our front. I accordingly 
moved out three regiments of First Brigade (Fifth Virginia, Twenty- 
third and Thirty-sixth Ohio), Col. R. B. Hayes commanding, under 
cover of a wood on our left, formed line of battle, and advanced rapidly 
on the enemy’s line of pickets, driving them in, capturing some twenty 
prisoners, and inflicting upon him a loss of about twenty killed and 
wounded. Our casuaities were three slightly wounded. Having ac- 
complished all the general commanding desired, I returned to camp. 

On the 24th received orders to hold one brigade in readiness to make a 
reconnaissance on the enemy’s line, in connéction with Colonel Thoburn, 
commanding First Infantry Division. At 12 m. I moved out three 
regiments (Ninth and Fourteenth Virginia and Ninety-first Ohio) of 
the Second Brigade, Col. D. D. Johnson commanding, formed and 
advanced; meeting the enemy’s, skirmishers some 800 yards in front of 
our lines, engaged them, and after a severe but short fight drove them 
in, capturing a few prisoners. Owing to our having advanced a con- 
siderable distance farther than Colonel Thoburn’s line, my right became 
exposed to and received a severe fire from the enemy in Colonel Tho- 
burn’s front. Having driven the enemy from my front, we changed 
front to the right and drove him from that flank, punishing him 
severely, and driving him within his main lines, after which we returned 
in good order and went intocamp. We captured a few prisoners. Our 
casualties amounted to thirty wounded; that of the enemy was much 
greater. 

On the 26th was ordered to hold my division in readiness to operate 
with Colonel Thoburn’s (First) division in a reconnaissance on the 
enemy’s line in our front. At 4p. m. I massed six regiments of my 
command in the wood near our left and in front of the enemy’s right, 
threw forward skirmishers, and advanced rapidly, deploying and 
extending my command in two lines, as the woods through which I was 
moving became wider as we advanced. Soon engaged the rebels, who, 
having suffered severely in the actions of the 22d and 24th, seemed to 
have profited by their experience in these engagements and_had pre- 
pared two lines of defenses, built of fence rails, logs, and earth thrown 
up, to protect their men. On approaching his first line of defenses 
found them in strong force fully equal to our own, showing a determi- 
nation to arrest our farther advance. He also had several pieces of 
artillery in position, from which a brisk fire was opened on us. Their 
fire was very severe and destructive, checking our lines for a moment. 
IT was convinced that to fall back from this point would prove very 
disastrous, and determined to dislodge him if possible. I therefore 
ordered the lines to charge, which was gallantly executed; carried first 
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line of works, following so closely that his second line was carried with 
little opposition. The cavalry on my left now came up, and with their 
assistance we captured 103 and about 200 stand of arms. Eleven of 
the enemy’s dead were left on the field and fell into our hands, their 
loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners amounting to over 300, our 
casualties amounting to 76 killed and wounded. 

I am much indebted to Col. R. B. Hayes, commanding First Brigade, 
and Col. D. D. Johnson, commanding Second Brigade, for our success 
in the several reconnaissances. Being present myself, I can bear-testi- 
mony as to the gallant conduct of officers and men of the command. 
For details, I refer you to the accompanying reports of brigade com- 
manders, ; ; its 

Iam greatly indebted to the members of my staff—Capt. George W. 
Hicks, acting assistant inspector-general; Lieut. C. B. Hayslip, acting 
assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. J. W. Overturf, aide-de-camp; Lieut. 
J. ©. Merrill, acting assistant quartermaster; Lieut. F. L. Hersey, act- 
ing ordnance officer—for efficient services rendered during these engage- 
ments. 

The following table shows the casualties of the command: 


7 
Date | Killed Wounded. 
August 22,1864 .......... ESBS SES ic Sees ieee aie sempre seem tase ier seers rd WHITES 9 3 
PAG Eg Up 8 Re ees oe ain ge aee heres ae DEES oF AISI OR SET ee ye oer PCS 2c Peec alate steer } 30 
ONTLRET Ce Aer eles eae dec eae SAO ee ener on doer ib scene enor adres seen ce abe so - | 8 68 
POtG] 3-228 = eee ees Pee eae ee th sce d 2 eee ses eee es I avail 10L 


I am, sir, very respectfully, 
i?) A eDary ce 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND INFANTRY DIvISton, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Summit Point, Va., September 16, 1864. 

Captain: L have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by the Second Infantry Division, Army of West Virginia, in the 
action at Berryville, Va., September 3, 1864: 

On the morning of the 3d we moved from Charlestown, Va., with the 
main army, arrived and went into camp at Berryville, Va., about 3 p.m. 
Soon after going into camp the enemy attacked and drove in our 
pickets. I received orders from the general commanding to move my 
division out on the Winchester pike, which was done without delay. I 
found Colonel Thoburn, commanding First Division, in line of battle 
about half a mile west of Berryville, his left extending across the 
Winchester road. 1 was ordered by the general commanding to form 
on his (Thoburn’s) left, but before I could get into position the enemy 
advanced and drove Thoburn’s left back through my lines. I found it 
necessary to form a portion of my lines so as to check the enemy’s 
advance, I ordered the Fifth Virginia, Thirty-sixth Ohio, and Four- 
teenth Virginia Regiments into line, facing him, charging and driving 
him back, inflicting on him a heavy Joss and capturing a number of 
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prisoners. The Ninth and Thirteenth Virginia formed on the left 
charged and drove the enemy from that flank, killing and wounding 
many and capturing some prisoners. Having regained our lost eround, 
maintained this position until 8 p.m., when returned and went into 
camp halt a mile in rear of the battle-ground, the enemy also having 
retired a short distance. 

It would be impossible for me to give the officers and inen of my 
command the praise and credit due them for their brave and gallant 
conduct on this occasion, having to form within a few yards of the 
rebel lines under a galling fire, showing discipline and bravery that has 
not been surpassed in this war. 

Tam much indebted to Col. R. B. Hayes, commanding First Brigade 
and Col. D. D. Johnson, commanding Second Brigade, for our SUCCESS 
in this engagement; also to my personal staff for valuable and efticient 
assistance. For particulars I refer you to the accompanying reports of 
brigade commanders. 

My casualties amount to 10 killed and 78 wounded. 

Tam, sir, with much respect; your obedient servant, 
I. H. DUVALL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Capt. P. G. BIER, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of West Virginia. 


No, 122. 


Reports of Col. Rutherford B. Hayes, Twenty-third Ohio Infantry, 
commanding Second Dirision, of operations September 19 and 22 
and October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS SEGOND INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 13, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that at the battle of Opequon, 
September 19, 1864, the Second Infantry Division, Army of West Vir- 
ginia, was cominanded by Col. Isaac H. Duval until late in the after- 
noon of that day, when he was disabled by a severe wound, and the 
command of the division thereupon devolved upon me. Colonel Duval 
did not quit the field until the defeat of the enemy was accomplished 
and the serious fighting ended. The division took no part in the action 
during the forenoon, but remained in reserve at the Opequon bridge, on 
the Berryville and Winchester pike. The fighting of other portions 
of the army had been severe, but indecisive. There were some indica- 
tions as we approached the battle-field soon after noon that the forces 
engaged in the forenoon had been overmatched. About 1 p. m. this 
division was formed on the extreme right of the infantry line of our 
army, the First Brigade, under my command, in advance, and the Sec- 
ond Brigade, Col. D. D. Johnson commanding, about sixty yards in 
in the rear, forming a supporting line; the right of the Second Brigade 
being, however, extended about 100 yards farther to the right than the 
First Brigade. The division was swung around some distance to the 
left, so as to strike the rebel line on the left flank. The rebel left was 
protected by field-works and a battery on the south side of Red Bud 
Creek. ‘This creek was easily crossed in some places, but in others was 
a deep, miry pool from twenty to thirty yards wide and almost impass- 
able. The creek was not visible from any part of our line when we 
began to move forward, and no one probably knew of it until its banks 
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were reached. The division moved forward at the same time with the 
First Division, Colonel Thoburn, on our left, in good order and without 
much opposition until we unexpectedly came upon Red Bud Creek. 
This creek and the rough ground and tangled thicket on its banks was 
in easy range of grape, canister, and inusketry from the rebel line. 
A very destructive fire was opened upon us, in the midst of which our 
men rushed into and over the creek. Owing to the difficulty in cross- 
ing, the rear and front lines and different regiments of the same line 
mingled together and reached the rebel side of the creek with lines 
and organizations broken; but all seemed inspired by the right spirit, 
and charged the rebel works pell-mell in the most determined manner. 
In this charge our loss was heavy, but our success was rapid and com- 
plete. The rebel left in our front was turned and broken, and one or 
more pieces of artillery captured. No attempt was made after this to 
form lines or regiments. Officers and men went forward pushing the 
rebels from one position to another until the defeated enemy were 
routed and driven through Winchester. -Twice during the afternoon 
the rebels reformed behind lines of earth-works and stone fences, and 
succeeded in temporarily checking our advance; but very opportunely 
the cavalry on these occasions on our teft, under General ; 
charged in magnificent style the rebel lines and destroyed their last 
chance of holding the field. This division followed the rebel rout into 
Winchester, being the first troops to enter the town; marched through 
and at dusk camped south of the town, having passed from the extreme 
right of the infantry line of our army to a point beyond the extreme 
left. , 

The loss of the division was as follows: First Brigade—killed, 13; 
wounded, 121; missing, 1; total, 135. Second Brigade—killed, 24; 
wounded, 167; total, 191. Total—killed, 37; wounded, 288; missing, 1. 
Aggregate, 326. 

Among the wounded were—Col. I. H. Duval, Ninth Virginia, com- 
manding division, severe; Col. D. D. Johnson, Fourteenth Virginia, 
commanding Second Brigade, severe; Capt. Russell Hastings, Twenty- 
third Ohio, acting assistant adjutant-general, First Brigade, severe; 
Twenty-third Ohio Volunteers, Capt. John U. Hiltz, leg amputated; 
Lieut. Charles W. Atkinson, slight, and Adjt. William E. Sweet, 
severe; Thirty-sixth Ohio, Capt. James G. Barker, severe; Thirty-fourth 
Ohio, Lieut. James P. Donnelly, slight; Ninety-first Ohio, Capt. L. A. 
Atkinson, Lieuts. L. K. Stroup and C. N. Hall, Adjt. J. G. D. Findley, 
all severe; Fifth Virginia, Lieut. Col. W. H. Enochs, slight; Thirteenth 
Virginia, Capt. M. Stewart and Lieut. L. C. Rayburn, severe; Four- 
teenth Virginia, Lieut. Col. G. W. Taggart, severe. 

Iregret to have to announce that Capt. Greenbury Slack, Thirteenth 
Virginia, and Lieut. Asa B. Carter, Thirty-fourth Ohio, were killed 
while bravely and efficiently discharging their duty. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. B. HAYES, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. P. G. BIER, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 14, 1864. 
Capratn: I have the honor to report that the Second Infantry Di- 
vision, Army of West Virginia, at Fisher’s Hill, about 3.30 p.m. Septem- 
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ber 22, 1864, succeeded, under the personal direction of Major-General 
Crook, in gaining a position on the east side of North Mountain on the 
left and rear of the rebel works. The division was formed on the right 
of Colonel Thoburn, the Second Brigade in advance, supported by the 
First Brigade, fifteen or twenty yards inrear. The position was hardly 
reached before the rebels, aware that a force was moving in the 
woods, began to throw shell in or near our ranks, inflicting some injury. 
Our line advanced, and soon coming in sight of the rebel works, charged 
and captured them with a shout. The moment the rebels discovered 
that we had turned their left and captured a battery on that flank, 
they seemed to give up all hope of holding their works and fled in con- 
fusion toward the turnpike on their right. Our men followed them as 
rapidly as possible, sweeping everything before them for a distance 
along the works of perhaps three miles. The pursuit was kept up 
until dark, when the division was halted on the road to Woodstoek 
farther to the front than any other infantry of the army. 

The loss of the division was as follows: First Brigade—killed, 2; 
wounded, 27; total, 29. Second Brigade—killed, 5; wounded, 48; miss- 
ing, 1; total 54, Total loss—killed, 7; wounded, 75; missing, 1. Aggre- 
gate, 83. 

I regret to have to announce that Lieut. R. N. Hess, Fourteenth 
Virginia, was killed while bravely and efficiently doing his duty. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R.A BetAYy is, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. P. G. Bier, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 24, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 
19th instant the division under my command had about 2,381 men for 
duty; of that number 287 were on picket, one large regiment of the 
Second Brigade (Ninety-first Ohio), numbering 378, was absent guard- 
ing cattle below Middletown, and one regiment, Ninth West Virginia 
Volunteer Infantry, was camped near breast-works which they were 
throwing up about three-quarters of a mile southeast of my camp, leav- 
ing in camp only about 1,445 men. My division was camped as a 
reserve about a mile north from the line of breast-works, which over- 
looks the mouth of Cedar Creek, and which were occupied by the First 
Division (Colonel Thoburn). At early daylight we were notified by 
Lieutenant Ballard, acting assistant adjutant-general, of Colonel 
Thoburn’s staff, that the enemy were already driving the First Divis- 
ion from their position. My command was immediately ordered under 
arms @nd soon after formed in line of battle, under the direction of 
Brevet Major-General Crook, Major-General Wright also being present. 
My right rested at a point about forty yards north of the woods on the 
lett of the Valley pike, east of army headquarters, and my line extended 
northwardly, toward a brigade under command of Colonel Kitching, 
which was forming near my left. The line was formed and the men 
ordered to lie down. There was a heavy fog which concealed objects a 
little distance off, but firing in our front and both on our right and left 
flanks told plainly enough that the rebels were rapidly advancing. At 
this time an order was received from Major-General Wright to move 
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by the right flank and close up on the Nineteenth Corps, whose left 
was about 100 yards from my right. While this order was being 
communicated to the brigade and regimental commanders, the bri- 
gade on my left was observed to be broken or falling back, and a 
large number of fugitives, either from the First Division (Colonel 
Thoburn), or from the brigade of the Nineteenth Corps, in the 
woods on our right, came pouring past and through the right of 
my line; at the same time the rebel fire opened on us in front and on 
both flanks. The line began to fall back, many supposing, as is said, 
that the order was to that effect. Every effort was made by all the 
officers, whom I had an opportunity to notice, to prevent confusion and 
a retreat. In every regiment a considerable number of men continued 
to contest the advance of the enemy: with determination, and succeeded 
in delaying them until time enough was given to get off all trains and 
property from our own camp and from the camps immediately on our 
right and at army headquarters. The main body of the division fell 
back, until they reached a ridge where a part of the Sixth Corps had 
begun to form. I directed my command to form on the left of this line 
and succeeded in firmly establishing a considerable part of them as 
directed. Afterward a part of the Sixth Corps, under General Getty, 
formed on our left, thus forming a line facing up the valley about a mile 
and a half north of Middletown, with the left resting near the Valley 
pike. We remained here under orders until about 3 p. m., when an 
officer of the Sixth Corps informed me that their lines, both on my right 
and left, were about to advance, and that a general advance of the 
whole line had been ordered. — I told him that I had received no orders 
to advance, but that m the absence of orders I should advance with the 
rest of the line. About five minutes afterward, and before any order to 
advance had been given, I received orders from Brevet Major-General 
Crook to move my command to the left of the Valley pike and to join- 
the First Division, which was there formed. The order was obeyed, 
and the division remained in the position taken until ordered forward 
on the left of the Valley pike, when we rapidly marched as far as Cedar 
Creek, from which point, at about dusk, we were ordered into camp, 
and occupied the saine ground we had left in the morning. 

The loss in the division is as follows: First Brigade—killed, 23; 
wounded, 102; total, 125. Second Brigade—killed, 3; wounded, 52; 
missing, 31; total, 86. Total—killed, 26; wounded, 154; missing, 31. 
Aggregate, 211.* 

Among the killed was Lieut. Col. James R. Hall, Thirteenth West 
Virginia Volunteers, who had not yet recovered from wounds received 
in a previous battle, and might well have been excused from returning 
to duty for many weeks; but with a noble heroism and devotion to duty 
characteristic of the man he would not be absent when a battle was in 
prospect. He was hit by two balls, either of which would have killed 
him, early in the action, in the extreme front, where the danger was 
greatest. No braver or truer man fell on that day. : 

Inelosed find copies of brigade commanders’ reports. 

I] am, sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant, 
R. B. HAYES, 
Colonel, Commandaéng. 
Capt. WILLIAM McKINLEY, Jr., 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* But see revised table, p. 135, 
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No. 123. 


Leport of Col. Rutherford B. Hayes, Twenty-third Ohio Infantry, com- 
manding First Brigade, of operations August 22 and 26 and Sep- 
tember 3. 


HEADQUARTERS FrrstT BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Summit Point, W. Va., September 12, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of 
August 22 the Twenty-third and Thirty-sixth Ohio and Fifth Virginia 
Regiments, of my brigade (the Thirteenth being absent on picket), 
left camp at Halltown, Va., under direction of Colonel Duval and 
attacked the picket-line of the enemy; charged them with great vigor 
and drove them perhaps half a mile. Captured a number of prisoners 
and threw the whole line into confusion, so that an accompanying 
cavalry force also took a considerable number of prisoners. My loss 
was as follows: Wounded, Twenty-third Ohio, 2; Thirty-sixth Ohio, 1. 
The rebel loss was, as near as could be ascertained, about 20 killed and 
wounded and 20 taken prisoners. 

On the 26th of August my brigade, in connection with the Second 
Brigade, again attacked the rebel picket-line with decided success. 
My loss was 3 killed and 21 wounded. This attack was similar in char- 
acter to the former, but was made in greater force and with results 
proportionably greater. The loss of the enemy was 104 officers and 
men captured and about 150 killed and wounded. 

On the 3d of September, about 4.30 p. m., the First Brigade, with two 
regiments of the Second Brigade, engaged General Kershaw’s division, 
of General Early’s army, about half a mile from Berryville, Va., on the 
Winchester pike, driving them back to an intrenched position, captur- 
ing about 75 prisoners, and killing and wounding perhaps 200 of the 
enemy. The loss of the brigade was as follows: Twenty-third Ohio, 
3 killed and 8 wounded; Thirty-sixth Ohio, 4 killed and 21 wounded; 
Fifth Virginia, 1 killed and 11 wounded; Thirteenth Virginia, 15 
wounded. I regret the loss of two gallant officers in this action, Cap- 
tains Gillis and Austin, of the Twenty-third Ohio. They were both 
officers of great merit and died as they had lived, bravely and faith- 
fully doing their duty. My color bearer, Private George M. Brigden, 
Company B, Twenty-third Ohio, a good and brave soldier, was mortally 
wounded at the head of my command. 

In all of these affairs the conduct of the officers and men was all 
that could be wished. 

Recapitulation: 11 killed, 79 wounded; total, 90. 

R. B. HAYES, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


[|Lieut. C. B. HAYSLIP, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. | 
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Report of Col. Hiram F. Devol, Thirty-siath Ohio Infantry, commanding 
First Brigade, of operations October 19. 


Hpers. Frrst BRIGADE, SECOND INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 23, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the First Brigade, Second Infantry Division, Army of 
West Virginia, in the action of October 19, 1864: 

About 4 o’clock in the morning, or perhaps a little earlier, I was 
alarmed at what seemed to be very heavy picket-firing in the direction 
of the camp of the First Division. I immediately caused the reveille 
to be sounded, and about the same time received orders from Col. R. B. 
Hayes, commanding division, to get the brigade under arms immedi- 
ately. This [ succeeded in doing ina short time. The picket was soon 
driven in on my left, and front was changed to the rear on the right, 
so as to face in that direction. This threw the brigade into line par- 
allel with the Winehester pike and some seventy-five yards from it. 
The movement being executed, two companies were deployed as skir- 
mishers and became engaged with the enemy at once, were driven 
back, and a number ofthe men captured. While this was transpiring 
a heavy column of the enemy could be seen marching as if to gain the 
pike between us and Winchester, and the troops on our right had given 
way, exposing the brigade to_a flank fire from that direction. Orders 
were then received to retire, which was done in some confusion, A 
portion of the command was rallied by myself in front and to the left 
of General Crook’s headquarters, and the enemy checked long enough 
to enable the train to get off. Another, portion formed in a belt of 
woods to the left, and did excellent service. I did not fall back from 
this place until forced to by vastly superior numbers. Some distance 
back the men were again got together, and under orders from General 
Crook I charged the enemy and drove him in confusion until completely 
outflanked, when I returned on the main line of the army, reformed 
about three miles from the camp of the morning. I reached this front 
near 11 a.m. Prior to the general advance of our army toward Cedar 
Creek I joined the remainder of General Crook’s command on the east 
side of the road, and moved forward with it, camping in the same place 
as on the previous night. 

With few exceptions, both officers and men behaved in a becoming 
manner. 

Lieut. Col. James R. Hall, Thirteenth West Virginia Infantry, fell 
early in the day while gallantly doing his duty. In him the Thirteenth 
Regiment loses a brave and efficient officer. Lieutenants McBride and 
Mahan, of the Twen ty-third [Ohio], and Zimmerman and Anderson, of 
the Wifth [West Virginia], were wounded during the action. 

he loss in the brigade is 23 killed and 102 wounded, including the 
ofiicers above mentioned.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. F. DEVOL, 
. ' Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Lieut. C. B. Haysxip, ; : 
Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Infty. Div., Army of W. Va. 


“ But see revised table, p. 135. 
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No. 125, 


Reports of Lieut. Col. James M. Oomly, Twenty-third Ohio Infantry, 
of operations September 19 and 22 and October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-THIRD OHIO VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp at Harrisonburg, Va., October 4, 1864. 


Str: In reply to circular from your headquarters, I have the honor 
to report as follows: 

At the battle of Opequon, September 19, this regiment formed part of 
the first hne on the extreme right of Crook’s command, we occupying 
the right center of brigade in all its movements throughout the action. 
These movements having been under the personal direction of the col- 
onel commanding brigade, it seems unnecessary to particularize. I 
desire simply to say for my officers and men that they fought splendidly 
and contributed their share to the success of the day. 

I regret to have to mention the loss of the following officers of this 
regiment, all of whom will be disabled for a considerable time, if not 
permanently: Capt. Russell Hastings, acting assistant adjutant-general, 
First Brigade, a most gallant and efficient officer, wounded severely in 
leg; Capt. John U. Hiltz, of Company C, an excellent officer, had his 
right leg amputated; First Lieut. and Adjt. William EK. Sweet, as brave 
a man as lives, and a very valuable officer, had his leg crushed by a 
shell. In addition to these, Lieut. Charles W. Atkinson was slightly 
wounded, the wound being very painful. He was carried off the field 
insensible, but joined his command next morning. 

I have already furnished an official list of casualties. Enlisted men 
killed, 5; wounded, 41 (since died, 4). 

I respectfully refer the matter of special mention of officers who dis- 
tinguished themselves to the brigade commander, who had them all 
under his own eye. The Twenty-third sent to the rear over 200 prison- 
ers. A party armed with Saxony rifles was sent out under Lieutenant 
McBride and did very efficient service in shooting artillerists’ horses to 
prevent the enemy from getting off his artillery. This officer with his 
company skirmish line captured Colonel Edgar and 102 men and 
officers. 

At the battle of North Mountain the regiment formed part of the 
second line, again on the extreme right. As soon as the charge com- 
menced this regiment, with the remainder of the second line, charged so 
impetuously as to break all lines, and the charge became a wild race to 
see who could reach the intrenchments first. Breaking over the breast- 
works, the command charged with perfect fury up the whole line of 
intrenchments, the eneiny scarcely making a stand at all, flying in 
utter rout and terror up the whole line as Crook’s command gained 
their rear, abandoning gun after gun to our hands. 

Our loss was only (of enlisted men) 1 killed, 1 mortally wounded, and 
6 others more or less severely wounded. 

The conduct of all officers and men in this action was beyond praise. 
One squad of fifty-seven prisoners sent to the rear by this regiment; 
but little attention was paid to prisoners, however. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. COMLY, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Commanding Tiventy-third Ohio Volunteers. 


Lieut. W. S. STANLEY, ; wah 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-THIRD OHIO VOLUNTEERS, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 24, 1864. 

Sir: In obedience to circular from brigade headquarters, I have the 
honor to report as follows: 

The Twenty-third Regiment formed the extreme left of the brigade and 
division as faced by the rear rank. The regiment kept with the divis- 
ion, and shared in all the actions of the day [October 19] in which the 
division took part. I have to regret the loss of Lieut. Lyman H. Mc- 
Bride, Company K, a brave, daring, and efticient officer, who was severely 
wounded in the side soon after crossing the pike. Lieut. Andrew 
Mahan was slightly wounded in the right arm, but kept the field dur- 
ing the day. The Twenty-third Regiment saved one piece of artillery 
abandoned by the artillerists; brought off by First Sergeant Lighthiser, 
Company K. In the advance of the after part of the day the regiment 
formed the left center of the brigade in the second line. 

A complete list of casualties has been forwarded. We lost 9 killed, 
40 wounded, and 8 missing (who are supposed to be prisoners 6f war). 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. COMLY, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Twenty-third Ohio Volunteers. 
Lieut. W. S, STANLEY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Brigade. 


= INOS D6: 


Reports of Col. Daniel D. Johnson, Fourteenth West Virginia Infantry, 
commanding Second Brigade, of operations August 24 and 26 and 
September 3. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Near Berryville, Va., September 5, 1864. 

Str: At 11 a. m. August 24, 1864, while occupying an intrenched 
position near Halltown, Va., I was ordered to make a reconnaissance 
upon the enemy’s right. I accordingly formed the brigade and moved 
about three-quarters of a mile south of my works, halted, and formed 
the brigade in column of regiments. Soon I received orders to advance 
directly west. I at once ordered the brigade forward, and after pass- 
ing through a narrow strip of woods I deployed the two rear regi- 
ments to the right and formed them upon the two front regiments, 
thus forming two lines of battle, the Thirty-fourth and Ninety-first 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry forming the first and the Ninth and Four- 
teenth West Virginia Volunteer Infantry forming the second line of 
battle. The brigade advanced with alacrity, driving the enemy’s skir- 
mish line and its supports until we encountered the enemy in strong 
force. <A very brisk fire was kept up on the enemy until I received 
orders to withdraw the brigade, which was done in good order. 

At4>p.m. on the 26th day of August I received orders to make another 
reconnaissance, and moved the brigade over the same ground that I 
passed over on the 24th, the Ninth and Fourteenth West Virginia 
Volunteer Infantry forming the first and the Ninety-first Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry forming the second line of battle, the Thirty-fourth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry being ow picket duty at the time. The First Bri- 
gade (Colonel Hayes) was on my left. The troops advanced with great 
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steadiness, and had greater obstacles to overcome than they had on 
the previous reconnaissance. Anticipating another demonstration 
upon that point, they had constructed breast-works of fence rails and 
held to them most tenaciously. My front line was here subjected to a 
most severe fire, but finally took the works by a charge. We drove 
the enemy back beyond his second line of works, completely routing 
the force which we engaged and capturing several prisoners. In obe- 
dience to instructions, I then withdrew the brigade and returned to 
camp. 

The conduct of the officers and men was admirable upon this occa- 
sion. The commanding ofticers of regiments are deserving of great 
praise for their bravery and efficiency in the management of their 
respective commands. For particulars I respectfully refer you to the 
reports of regimental commanders, herewith transmitted. 

The following table exhibits the casualties of the brigade during the 
affairs of the 24th and 26th days of August, 1864: 


1 
August 24, 1864. August 26, 1864, 
Regiment. . a nS Pa a 
Killed. | Wounded. Killed. Wounded. 

9ist Ohio Volunteer Infantry --.---..-.-..----------|2---0.6----- | I Wisoeoseecees 4 
path Ohio Volunteer infantry - = 72.2.2 <.< <<< Seep + 2h Sanne es cane | ee ee eae a ee 
14th West Virginia Volunteer Infantry .-..--..-.---|-.---------- 4 1 22 
9th West Virginia Volunteer Infantry .....-..-...-|-.----.----- 8 4 91 
DORA See ee a ee Meret ee cal seers 30 5 | 47 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. D. JOHNSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Lieut. C. B. HAYSLIP, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Infty. Div., Dept. of W. Va. 


Hpb@Rs. SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Summit Point, Va., September 15, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 3d instant, 
after my brigade had gone into camp for the night half a mile north 
of Berryville, I received orders from Colonel Duval, commanding 
Second Infantry Division, to have the brigade fall in immediately to 
repel an assault of the enemy. I marched my brigade, preceded by 
the First Brigade, to a point about half a mile west of Berryville, on the 
pike leading to Winchester. Here I halted for a few moments, when 
the rebels made a charge upon the Union skirmish line stationed in the 
woods in our front. I had previously detached the Ninety-first Regi- 
ment Ohio Volunteer Infantry (Lieutenant-Colonel Coates) to guard the 
wagon trainin ourrear. Ascertaining that the enemy were advancing 
upon us, l at once made disposition to meet them. In obedience to 
instructions, I ordered the Ninth Regiment West Virginia Volunteers, 
commanded by Maj. B. M. Skinner, to wheel into line and advance upon 
the left of the First Brigade. I was about to put the Fourteenth Regi- 
ment West Virginia Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. Col. _G. W. 
Taggart, in line upon the left of the Ninth Regiment West Vivginia 
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Volunteers, when U received orders to send it in on the right of the 
First Brigade, thus placing the First Brigade between the only two 
regiments I had engaged, the Thirty-fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry being held in reserve in obedience to an order from depart- 
ment headquarters, through Major Stephens. ; 

The two regiments engaged—the Fourteenth and Ninth West Vir- 
ginia Volunteer Infantry—performed the parts allotted to them with 
distinguished credit and great bravery. Great credit is due their 
respective commanders for the courageous and efficient’ manner in 
which they handled their regiments. 

My personal staff rendered efficient service during the engagement. 
For particulars I have the honor to refer you to the accompanying re- 
ports of regimental commanders. 

My casualties were 2 killed and 23 wounded. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. D. JOHNSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Lieut. C. B. HAYSLIP, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Infty. Div., Dept. of W. Va. 


No. 127. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Coates, Ninety-first Ohio Infantry, 
commanding Second Brigade, of operations October 19. 


HDQRS. SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND INFANTRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 24, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report the part taken by the 
Second Brigade, Second Infantry Division, Army of West Virginia, in 
the battle of Cedar Creek, October 19, 1864. 

The Ninth Regiment West Virginia Volunteer Infantry, commanded 
by Captain Carroll, having been at work on the fortifications on the left 
of the line of works, and about one mile and a half from camp, on the 
previous day, had remained in that locality over night for the purpose 
of finishing their works in the morning. The Thirty-fourth Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry, except about forty men, were on picket, with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Furney, commandant of that regiment, on duty as division 
ofticer of the day. The Ninety-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infan- 
try, Major Cadot commanding, were on duty guarding cattle near 
Middletown, Va., leaving only one regiment, the Fourteenth West 
Virginia Volunteer Infantry, Major Moore commanding, and the forty 
men of the Thirty-fourth Ohio in camp. About 4.30 a. m. a messenger 
from Captain Carroll informed me that brisk skirmishing was going on 
in his front. I immediately had the camp aroused and the troops of my 
cominand under arms. About this time I received orders from Colonel 
Hayes, commanding Second Division, to form my brigade on the crest 
of the hill in camp and on the right of the First Brigade, fronting to- 
ward the Shenandoah River. Before this was accomplished the enemy 
had broken the lines of the First Division in our front and were press- 
ing them back, and were already firing into our line of battle. The 
enemy soon made their appearance in overpowering numbers on out 
right and front, and our slender line was compelled to fall baek in con- 
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fusion a distance of three miles, when they were collected together and 
moved to the support of a battery on the left of the Winchester pike, 
from whence they were marched in good order back to the ground on 
which they had camped the previous night, and went into camp. 

The conduct of Captain Carroll, commanding Ninth Regiment West 
Virginia Volunteer Infantry, is worthy of especial commendation, he 
having kept his regiment together under the most unfavorable circum- 
stances (being at the time of the attack separated from the brigade). 
Lieutenant-Colonel Furney, Thirty-fourth Ohio, being officer of the day, 
was not seen after visiting the picket-line in the morning. The reports 
of regimental commanders are herewith transmitted. 

The casualties of the brigade were as follows: Killed, 3 enlisted men; 
wounded, 6 commissioned officers and 46 enlisted men; missing, 2 com- 
missioned officers and 29 men. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. COATES, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. 2d Brig., 2d Infty. Div., Army of W. Va. 


Lieut. C. B. HAYSLIP, 
Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Division, Army of W. Va. 


No. 128. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Coates, Ninety-first Ohio Infantry, 
of operations August 24. 


Hpgrs. NINETY-FIRST REGIMENT OHIO VOL. INFANTRY, 
Halltown, Va., August 27, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to respectfully report the part taken by the 
Ninety-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the reconnaissance 
resulting in an engagement near Charlestown, Va., on the 24th instant, 

The regiment was deployed in line of battle on the left of the Thirty- 
fourth Ohio and in front of the Fourteenth Virginia. After advancing 
one man from each company as skirmishers the regiment moved forward 
in line of battle parallel with the skirmish line of the enemy, and at a 
distance of 200 yards encountered it and drove it back to a supporting 
line, which also was driven for a distance of 200 yards, when by order 
the regiment changed front to the right and again moved forward until 
the enemy was encountered in force. At this point the regiment 
received a severe fire from the front as well as an enfilading fire from 
the right, and by order fell back in good order over the ground on which 
it advanced to the camp. 

The loss of the regiment in this affair was 12 wounded. 

Every: officer and man of the regiment deported himself in this en- 
gagement to my entire satisfaction. To Major Cadot especial com- 
mendation is due for his efficient service on the field. 

Tam, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Bar, COATES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


Lieut. J. H. LAWHEAD, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 2d Div., Dept. of W. Va. 
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Reports of Maj. Lemuel Z. Cadot, Ninety-first Ohio Infantry, of oper- 
ations September 19 and 22 and October 79. 


Hpars. NINETY-FIRST REGIMENT OHIO VOL. INFANTRY, 
Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report the part taken by the Ninety-first 
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the battle of Winchester, Va., 
September 19, 1864. 

The regiment was under command of Lieut. Col. B. F. Coates, being 
formed in line of battle on the extreme right of the Second Brigade, 
which formed the second line. Was ordered to move forward, three 
companies being deployed as skirmishers, to protect the right flank. 
After advancing about 1,000 yards the regiment came under the fire of 
the enemy, but continuing to press forward, passing through a corn- 
field, took cover béhind the fence beyond. In consequence of Colonel 
Johnson, commanding brigade, being wounded, the command of the 
brigade about this time devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Coates and 
that of the regiment upon me. Iwas now ordered to charge the enemy 
and take possession of a ravine in front, which was accomplished under 
a severe fire, the enemy retiring to a second position. By order the 
regiment again moved forward and gained the crest of a little hill in 
front, driving the enemy from his second to his third line of defense. 
This I was ordered to take, and, after a desperate struggle, succeeded 
in totally routing the enemy. We then rested a short time, and by 
order pursued the enemy through the town of Winchester, after which 
we encamped for the night. 

The conduct of the officers and men of the regiment during the 
engagement was highly satisfactory. 

The loss of the regiment in this engagement was 11 enlisted men 
killed and 5 commissioned officers and 90 enlisted men wounded. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. Z. CADOT, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieut. J. H. LAWHEAD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HpQrs. NINETY-FIRST REGIMENT OunIO VOL. INFANTRY, 
Harrisonburg, Va., September 26, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken 
by the Ninety-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the battle of 
Fisher’s Hill, Va., September 22, 1864: 

The line of battle was formed on a steep hill-side confronting the 
enemy’s left flank, this regiment forming the right center of the Second 
Brigade, which was in the front line. Before we were entirely formed, 
the enemy discovering the movement, commenced shelling us from their 
batteries, but I was soon ordered by Lieutenant-Colonel Coates, com- 
manding brigade, to move the regiment forward. This order 1 had 
scarcely passed along the line till the whole column commenced moving 
furiously upon the enemy’s works. The men advanced with a will, but 
few orders were necessary. The enemy were soon dispersed and our 
men pressed him continually for a distance of three miles, when night 
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overtook us and we were ordered to halt. This regiment participated 
gallantly in capturing a large number of prisoners and seven. pieces of 
artillery. 

Great praise is due the officers and men for the determined spirit 
with which they assaulted every position of the enemy. 

The loss of the regiment is 15 men wounded and 1 missing. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. Z. CADOT, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieut. J. H. LAWHEAD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDgrs. NINETY-FIRST REGIMENT OHIO VOL. INFANTRY, 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 22, 1864. 

Srp: I have the honor to report the part performed by the Ninety- 
first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the battle of Cedar Creek, 
Va., October 19, 1864. 

The regiment was on duty as cattle guard near Middletown when the 
battle commenced, it having been detailed for that purpose some days 
previous. Soon after the firing commenced at the front the enemy’s 
cavalry attacked a train passing to the rear, near Middletown. Feat- 
ing that the enemy had got between us and our army, I deemed it neces- 
sary to move the herd to a place of safety in the rear. Accordingly 
started, sending some men at the same time to assist in driving the 
enemy from the train. After proceeding with the cattle to Kernstown 
I received orders from Colonel Forsyth, of General Sheridan’s staff, to 
stop stragglers and bring them to the front. I left two companies (A, 
and F) in charge of the herd, with orders, as directed by Colonel Forsyth, 
to move it to Winchester, deploying the regiment on each side of the 
road. Ithen moved toward the front, gathering up all armed men I 
could find who were able for duty, and arrived on the battle-ground 
about 8 p.m. The regiment was not under fire except a few shots from 
the enemy’s cavalry in the morning, and uno casualties occurred. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. Z. CADOT, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieut. A. F. KENDALL, 
Aide-de-Camp, Second Brigade. 


No. 130. 


Report of Capt. Henry A. Du Pont, Fifth U.S. Artillery, commanding 
Artillery Brigade, of operations October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY BRIGADE, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Camp near Cedar Creek, Va., October 31, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I respectfully submit the following report of the part taken 
by the artillery in the battle of Cedar Creek, on the 19th instant: 

On the morning of that day the batteries were posted as follows: 
Batteries B, Fifth U.S. Artillery (six 3-ineh rifled guns), First Lieut. 
Henry F. Brewerton commanding, and D, First Pennsylvania Artillery 
(Six 10-pounder Parrott guns), First Lieut. William Munk commanding, 
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behind a line of intrenchments on a crescent-shaped ridge which rises 
from the banks of Cedar Creek, with their caissons, horses, and trains 
in the ravine lying between this ridge and a second parallel one com- 
manding it somewhat and extending beyond it almost to the pike. 
On the extreme right of this second ridge, where it stretches beyond 
the first, encamped near a little work overlooking the ford and bridge 
across Cedar Creek, was Battery L, First Ohio Artillery (four Napoleon 
guns), Capt. F. C. Gibbs commanding. The two first-named batteries 
were some 400 yards apart, Battery D, First Pennsylvania Artillery, on 
the left. Early on the morning of the 19th instant my attention was 
attracted by some picket-firing. As a matter of precaution I directed 
the reveille to be sounded at once. Not ten minutesafter, as I was just 
starting to the works on the hill, the attack began. I instantly ordered 
the horses to be harnessed and hitched, and hastened to the batteries. 
Upon reaching the hill I found that the infantry were falling back in 
great confusion, the enemy having already carried the works at a point 
near the front of Battery D, First Pennsylvania Artillery, and captured 
the guns, after a most gallant resistance on the part of the officers and 
men, a number of whom were bayoneted and struck down with clubbed 
muskets at their pieces. Lieutenant Brewerton, commanding Battery 
B, Fifth U. S. Artillery, reported the battery loaded with canister, 
but no enemy in his immediate front. I directed him to bring some 
guns to bear on the point of attack if possible. He succeeded in get- 
ting a few shots from his two center pieces. Seeing thatthe only chance 
of saving the artillery still left lay in the prompt harnessing and hitch- 
ing of the teams, I directed Lieutenant Brewerton to hold his position 
as long as possible, and hastened to the caissons of Battery D, First 
Pennsylvania Artillery, and ordered Lieutenant Munk to use every 
exertion to get off as many of them as possible. Thence proceeding to 
the caissons of Battery B, Fifth U.S. Artillery, and finding the drivers, 
with but few exceptions, hitching and harnessing their teams under a 
heavy fire, with the greatest steadiness, I went to Battery L, First Ohio 
Artillery, and at once ordered Captain Gibbs to open a section ona 
line of the enemy advancing on the other side of the creek toward the 
ford, and who were thus about to cut off the other batteries. I also 
directed him to immediately put his other section in position some 300 
yards to the left on the more elevated portion of the ridge. The fire 
at the enemy’s line. across the creek, directed at the flashes of their 
guns, was very accurate, and caused them to fallback. The other sec- 
tion, on reaching the point designated, found itself without support face 
to face with another line of the enemy, who were rapidly advancing and 
hadatonceto fall back toavoid capture. Captain Gibbs had also to with- 
draw for the samereason his other section. Lieutenant Brewerton mean- 
while turned his guns upon the enemy within the works and continued 
firing until they had advanced to within twenty-five yards of the bat- 
tery, when, abandoned by the infantry, he-ran his guns by hand down 
the hill to the caissgns,.unlimbered them, and proceeded to limber up to 
the pieces. At this juncture the enemy, now holding the works on the hill 
to the front and left, as well as the ridge in rear, whence they had forced 
Battery L, First Ohio Artillery, to withdraw, almost completely envel- 
oped the other two batteries. Fortunately they halted for a few minutes, 
seemingly to reform their lines, and contented themselves with pouring 
a heavy musketry fire into the ravine. They also fired some canister 
from the captured guns of the Pennsylvania battery. In consequence 
of the mist and the yet uncertain daylight the fire was comparatively 
harmless, though some casualties occurred and a number of horses 
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were shot. Taking advantage of this, three caissons of Battery D, First 
Pennsylvania Artillery, and five pieces of Battery B, Fifth U. 8. Artil- 
lery, with its battery wagon and forge and wagon train, moved out to 
the right and reached the pike, whence, though under a heavy fire for 
more than a mile, they all got out safely, except the battery wagon, the 
horses of which being shot, fell into the enemy’s hands. In extricating 
Battery B, Fifth U.S. Artillery, Lieutenant Brewerton was captured 
at the rear of his column, and Second Lieut. Samuel D. Southworth, 
Second U. 8. Artillery, the only other officer then with it, was killed. 
Battery L, First Ohio Artillery, having been withdrawn, with the loss 
of only one caisson, it was placed in position about 800 yards to the 
rear, and on the same side of the pike, where it fired with effect, until 
the infantry line gave way, when it fell back, and was put in position 
on some heights near the left of the Sixth Corps, where it again fired a 
few rounds. As the lines fell back, being without support from the 
infantry, I withdrew it, keeping it between the left of the Sixth Corps 
and the right of General Devin’s cavalry brigade. General Devin 
afterward gave me a squadron to support it, and I then placed it in 
position near the pike just beyond Middletown, where it fired with 
marked effect on the enemy’s infantry, who were advancing under 
cover of some buildings. Our lines then slowly falling back for 
about a mile, the battery ceased firing and retired. Battery B, Fifth 
U. 8. Artillery, here joined me, having refitted as far as possible 
from its severe losses in the morning, and upon the advance of our 
lines, about 3.30 p. m., I placed it in position on the east side of the 
pike, where it fired with great precision upon the enemy’s artillery. 
The supply of ammunition becoming short in the absence of cais- 
sons, I was compelled to send three pieces back to the ammunition 
train to refill their limber-chests. I then moved forward Battery L, 
First Ohio Artillery, and two pieces of Battery B, Fifth U. 8S, Artil- 
lery,in charge of Second Lieut. C. Holman, up the pike, and put them 
in position a short distance north of Middletown, where I was able to 
get an enfilading fire upon a battery of the enemy and a portion of his 
infantry line who were making a determined resistance at a point of 
woods on the west side of the pike. Some very effective firing was 
done with solid shot from Captain Gibbs’ Napoleons and shell from the 
section of rifled guns of Battery B, Fifth U. 8. Artillery. The enemy 
being forced back, and being now joined by the three other pieces of 
Battery B, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, I moved the two batteries up the pike 
at a trot through Middletown, and when about half a mile from Cedar 
Creek took the gallop until the column reached the heights above the 
creek, on the west side of the pike. From this position we overlooked 
the enemy’s column for more than a mile beyond. His rear was some 
600 yards only to our front. I immediately opened the Napoleon 
guns, firing toward the rear of the column, the rifled guns farther in 
advance. The firing was very accurate, almost every shell exploding 
directly in the crowded masses before us. After a very few rounds 
evidences of complete demoralization could be plainly seen, wagons and 
artillery abandoned by their drivers and dashing along the road in 
wild confusion, and damaging or destroying each other by collisions. 
Our cavalry, who had now formed, then charged and easily captured 
everything in sight. The enemy attempted to cover his retreat by a 
battery, which fired with great precision for a short time, causing a 
number of casualties, among others Captain Gibbs, Battery L, First 
Ohio Artillery, who was severely wounded. Upon the advance of: the 
cavalry I ceased firing. It was then almost dark. 
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The casualties during the day in the artillery were 52—7 killed, 17 
wounded, and 28 missing. Out of twelve commissioned officers present 
for duty at the opening of the battle, six were either killed, wounded, 
or taken prisoners. 

1 have to lament the loss of Second Lieut. Samuel D. Southworth, Sec- 
ond U.S. Artillery, serving with Battery B, Fifth U.S. Artillery, who 
was killed early in the action near the rear of the column, while with- 
drawing the guns of the battery. Lieutenant Southworth was one of 
the most promising young artillery officers in the service—efficient, 
zealous, and brave, beloved and respected by all who knew him. His 
loss is one which it will be hard to replace. Among the losses in pris- 
oners were Surg. I, D. Knight, U. S. Volunteers, senior medical officer, 
subsequently released by the enemy in their flight, Capt. James Gilliss, 
assistant quartermaster, First Lieut. Henry F. Brewerton, Fifth U. 8. 
Artillery, commanding Battery B, Fifth U.S. Artillery, and Second 
Lieut. James Boyle, Battery D, First Pennsylvania Artillery, who was 
knocked down close to the guns with a clubbed musket while in the act 
of sabering a rebel. 

Capt. F. C. Gibbs, commanding Battery L, First Ohio Artillery, was 
the only officer wounded. He was struck just before dark by a piece 
of the last shell fired by the enemy, after being conspicuous throughout 
the whole day for efficiency and gallantry. I desire to particularly call 
attention to the coolness and bravery evinced under the most trying cir- 
cumstances of First Lieut. Henry F. Brewerton, commanding Battery B, 
Fifth U.S. Artillery. He succeeded in getting five of his six pieces 
off almost miraculously, and deserves the greatest credit in this con- 
nection. 

I cannot speak too highly of the good conduct and courage displayed 
by all the officers and the enlisted men in general throughout the 
whole action. To the obstinacy and determination with which they 
stuck by their guns to the last moment are to be attributed the heavy 
losses in Battery D, First Pennsylvania Artillery. Battery L, First 
Ohio Artillery, came under my immediate notice during the whole day 
and behaved admirably at all times. 

To the non-commissioned officers and privates of Battery B, Fifth 
U.S. Artillery, a special tribute is due for the coolness, steadiness, and 
unflinching bravery which they displayed throughout, and specially 
in the early part of the action in harnessing and hitching under a 
heavy fire and in the extricating of the battery and the saving of the 
greater part of its material when almost within the enemy’s line. For 
further details I beg leave to refer you to the accompanying reports of 
the batteries. 

The total losses in material during the day were: 7 guns, 10 caissons, 
2 battery wagons, 1 forge, 3 army wagons, 1 ambulance, 21 sets of ar- 
tillery harness for two horses, 45 artillery horses and 18 mules. About 
two-thirds of the animals were killed. All the guns except one, with 
most of the caissons, Wc., were recaptured at the close of the action. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. DU PONT, 
Captain, Fifth U.S. Arty., Chief of Artillery, Army of W. Va. 

Capt. WILLIAM McKINLEY, Jr., 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of West Virginia. 
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Report of Capt. Frank C. Gibbs, Battery L, First Ohio Light Artillery, 
of operations October 19. 


Hpgrs. Batrery L, Frrst Onto Licnr ARTILLERY, 
Camp near Cedar Creek, Va., October 25, 1864. 

Srr: I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken 
by Battery L, First Ohio Light Artillery, in the engagement of October 
19, 1864, at Cedar Creek, Va.: 

Just before daylight on the morning of Wednesday, October 19, 1864, 
while in camp on the north bank of Cedar Creek, with my guns in 
position on the crest of a hill on the east side of the pike overlooking 
the creek, I was aroused by a straggling fire of musketry on my left 
and front. I immediately ordered my cannoneers to their post and the 
horses to be harnessed. During this time stragglers from the left in 
large numbers were passing through my camp, reporting the capture 
by the enemy of the artillery and earth-works on my left. Captain Du 
Pont soon after arrived ordering one section of ny battery to take posi- 
tion on a high cleared point to the rear of my position, and the caissons 
to the rear; also to open on the enemy in front, which I did at once. 
The caissons were sent to the rear, but so rapid had been the enemy’s 
adyance that the wheel horses of my rear caisson were shot down and 
the caisson abandoned. While the battery which had fired a few rounds 
of case-shot was limbered up and started for the pike from the other 
flank down a very steep hill-side, and as my last piece left the position, 
my camp was full of the enemy rushing for my pieces, and but for the 
fortunate occurrence of the lock-chain breaking just as the piece reached 
the foot of the hill it must have been captured. I brought the battery 
down the pike, when one of my guns was ordered in position in the rear 
of the center of Kitching’s Provisional Division, east of the pike, and 
my other three guns a little to the rear and left of the same division. I 
opened with case-shot, and soon the enemy advanced on the charge, when 
I ordered canister, but my supports giving away without any resist- 
ance to the advance of the enemy, I immediately limbered up and got 
away just in time to save capture. I then crossed to the west side of 
the pike, crossing a run which runs nearly parallel to the pike, going 
into position on a crest beyond. We here fired a number of rounds, 
and as the right of our lines fell back Captain Du Pont ordered me to 
fall back to a position still farther to the rear on a higher crest running 
parallel to our former position. Iwas here supported by a squadron of 
General Devin’s command. I! was then ordered by Captain Du Pont 
to take a position to the left and rear which commanded Middletown, 
where we did good execution on buildings filled with the enemy’s sharp- 
shooters, using case-shot; and also sent our compliments in the shape 
of solid shot to a battery in the south end of the town. The right still 
falling back, I limbered up and took a position farther to the rear and 
firing. From there I fell back beyond a farm-house, going into posi- 
tion. From there struck the pike one mile north of Middletown and 
went into position on the east sideof the pike. From there I went into 
position. on the west side of the pikein the rear of a large barn. I then 
was ordered to return, going into position on the west side, and Battery 
B, Fifth U.S. Artillery, on the east side of the pike. At 4p. m. Cap- 
tain Du Pont ordered my battery forward to a position on the west side 
of the pike, 600 yards north from Middletown. We here opened ona 
battery near a point of woods southwest of the town, using solid shot 
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and receiving from them a severe fire of shell. The battery was soon 
silenced and the enemy gave way from behind a stone wall on the north 
side of a plowed field (the battery we had silenced being on the south 
side), when we poured a concentrated fire into them for some minutes 
until they disappeared. Captain Du Pont then ordered me to limber 
up and forward on the trot. Wecame up to the skirmish line, and I 
was ordered into position on the west side of the pike on a crest over- 
looking the south bank of Cedar Creek, and opened on a battery which 
was annoying our troops terribly; it was soon silenced. We then 
turned our attention to the mass of men, horses, artillery, and baggage 
wagons of the enemy who were crowding the pike in confusion in their 
efforts to get away, until we had fired away our last shot in the limber- 
chest. 

I was ably seconded by Lieut. H. F? Guthrie, of my battery, while the 
non-commissioned officers aud privates could not be surpassed in gal- 
lantry and courage under the very severe fire we were frequently under. 
I had eight men wounded, three mortally. I was myself severely 
wounded in the foot by a piece of shell by the last round the enemy 
fired, and had a horse shot under me in the morning. Eleven horses 
were killed. 

I fired 261 rounds of fixed ammunition; wént into position twelve 
times; fired my first shot at daybreak, my last at dark. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
F. C. GIBBS, 
Captain, Commanding L Battery, First Ohio Light Artillery. 
Lieut. LEM. EVANS, i 
Adjutant Artillery Brigade, Department of West Virginia. 


No. 132. 


Report of Lieut. William Munk, Battery D, First Pennsylvania Light 
Artillery, of operations October 19. 


Hpgrs. Batty. D, First PENN. RESERVE LIGHT ARTY., 
Camp near Cedar Oreek, Va., October 25, 1864. 

Str: In obedience to your request for a report of the part my battery 
took while engaged in the action of the 19th instant I have the honor 
to advise you as follows, viz: 

On the 16th of October, 1864, Capt. H. A. Du Pont, chief of artillery, 
ordered my battery to take up a position on the hill to the left of Cedar 
Creek bridge, the place then held and being intrenched by the brigade 
of infantry commanded by Colonel Harris. After having placed my 
battery in the position indicated I was ordered by Capt. H. A. Du Pont, 
chief of artillery, to intrench my guns and send my caissons and horses 
to the foot of the hill under cover in rear of and some ‘sixty yards dis- 
tant from the pieces. This was accordingly done and all necessary 
‘preparation made to defend the battery should the enemy attack our 
position. On the morning of the 19th of October, 1864, at reveille, as 
was then the custom, my cannoneers went to their posts at the guns; 
presently several musket shots were heard in the direction of my front. 
This was the only intimation of an enemy near at hand, until they were 
discerned. advancing in line of battle not twenty yards distant from my 
battery. I immediately opened fire on them with canister, firing some 
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fifteen rounds, when the infantry supports on my left offering but little 
resistance the enemy were enabled to reach the inside of the works, 
and after firing one volley charged the batter¥ with fixed bayonets, and 
with clubbed muskets drove the cannoneers from the pieces. When 
the guns were captured I ran to the foot of the hill and ordered the 
drivers to harness up their horses and hitch to the caissons, but being 
under a sharp fire of musketry, and having many recruits not accus. 
tomed to harnessing up, under those circumstances I was unable to get 
but three of them away. 

In the action I lost 6 men killed, 6 men wounded, 17 enlisted men and 
1 first lieutenant missing; 6 pieces, with limbers complete, 3 caissons, 
11 artillery horses, 1 battery wagon, with all its contents, 1 battery 
forge, with all its contents, 3 army wagons, 18 mules, 10 sets artillery 
lead harness, 3 sets artillery wheel harness captured. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM MUNK, 
First Lieut., Comdg. Batty. D, First Penn. Reserve Light Arty. 
Captain Du Pont, 
Chief of Artillery. 


No. 133. 


feport of Capt. Henry A. Dw Pont, Battery B, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, of 
operations October 19. 


CAMP OF BATTERY B, FirtTH U.S. ARTILLERY, 
Near Cedar Creek, Va., October 29, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: In the absence of all the officers on duty with Battery B, 
Fifth U.S. Artillery, on the morning of the 19th instant, killed or cap- 
tured by the enemy in the engagement of that date at Cedar Creek, 
Va., I respectfully transmit the following report of the part taken by 
this battery on that occasion, in addition to my report of the artillery 
as a whole: 

The battery (six 3-inch rifled ordnance guns) was in position on the 
extreme right of the line, behind earth-works, on the crest of a steep 
ridge to the left of the pike rising abruptly from the banks of Cedar 
Creek. Behind this ridge and parallel to it is a second one, which com- 
mands it somewhat; this was not occupied by troops. In the ravine 
between these ridges, about 120 yards from the battery, was the camp, 
with the caissons, horses, harnesses, battery wagon and forge, and the 
train. Upon the sudden attack of the enemy before daylight on the 
morning of the 19th First Lieut. Henry F. Brewerton, Fifth U.S. Artil- 
lery, who was in command of the battery, had the men all ready and 
on the alert, and immediately ordered the guns to be loaded with can- 
ister; but the enemy not attacking on his front, but some 300 yards to 
his left, I ordered him to fire some shots, if possible, toward the point 
of attack. He succeeded in getting a few shots in that direction from 
the two pieces of his center section. The infantry on the left, then 
breaking and abandoning their works (which were at once occupied by 
the enemy), Lieutenant Brewerton turned the two pieces of his left sec- 
tion upon them (now within the works), and fired at them with canister 
until they had advanced to within twenty-five paces of his guns, when 
he ceased firing and ran the pieces by hand down the hill to the cais- 
sons, The limbers he was compelled to leave. The infantry fell back 
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before he moved the guns, and failed to assist the cannoneers in get- 
ting them down, though asked to do so. Meantime the drivers of the 
battery and train at thé foot of the hill, with horses unhiteched and 
unharnessed and tied to the picket-rope at the moment of the attack, 
stood manfully to their posts, with but few exceptions, and with the 
utmost steadiness and gallantry harnessed and hitched up their teams 
under a heavy fire. When the guns arrived at the caissons in the 
ravine the intrenchments on the heights above to the front and left, 
not 150 yards distant, were occupied by the enemy, who also held the 
second parallel ridge directly in rear, thus surrounding them on three 
sides. In this position they fortunately halted for a few minutes, ev1- 
dently to reform their lines. It was now just daylight, but a heavy 
mist prevented their seeing the prize in their very grasp, and they con- 
tented themselves while reforming on the heights above with pouring 
a heavy musketry and artillery fire in the ravine, most of which passed 
over. A number of horses were, howeyer, shot. Profiting by this for- 
tunate circumstance the train of seven wagons and ambulances, the 
forge and battery wagon, moved out on the left and reached the pike. 
Lieutenant Brewerton at the same time had the caissons unlimbered 
and limbered up to the pieces, all of which he succeeded in getting off 
with the exception of one, which entangled in some trees at the foot of 
the hill and delayed by a gully in getting it to the caissons was una- 
voidably abandoned. The limber belonging to its caisson was, how- 
ever, brought off safely. Here Lieutenant Brewerton, who was at the 
rear of the column with one non-commissioned officer and several pri- 
vates, were taken prisoners by the enemy. At the same time Second 
Lieut. Samuel D. Southworth, Second U.S. Artillery, the only other 
officer on duty with the battery except Lieutenant Brewerton, was 
killed. In him the service lost a brave, ititelligent, and faithful officer. 
The column, now much scattered, moved rapidly up the pike, under a 
heavy fire, beyond Middletown, some of the carriages narrowly escap- 
ing capture near Middletown by the enemy’s cavalry, who succeeded 
in picking up one of the drivers of the captured limbers with his team. 
At a distance of nearly a mile from the camp the battery wagon, then 
passing the left of the Nineteenth Corps, was lost, three of the 
six horses being killed and the driver wounded. The infantry falling 
back nothing could be done but to bring off the remaining three horses. 
The battery (five pieces) was now joined by Second Lieuts. Charles 
Holman and B. F, Nash, Fifth U.S. Artillery, the latter having just 
arrived from Winchester on his return from detached service, and was 
moved back to the front by my order and put in position on the left of 
the pike, where it fired with good effect upon the enemy’s artillery. 
The enemy falling back, and the supply of ammunition in the limbers 
becoming scant, I directed it all to be placed in those of two pieces 
which I sent forward and placed in position to the left of the pike 
about half a mile to the front, firing with marked effect at the enemy, 
who were posted at a point of woods near Middletown. The three 
other pieces were sent back to the ammunition train to fill their limber- 
chests. The enemy being again forced back, and the other pieces hav- 
Ing returned, the battery moved forward at a trot up the pike through 
Middletown, and when within half a mile from Cedar Creek took the 
gallop and went in position on the heights above the stream to the right 
of the pike, and at once opened with great precision upon the enemy’s 
column, the rear of which was not more than 600 yards distant, and 
which was in full view for a mile beyond. The firing was kept up till 
dark with the most marked effect. 
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The casualties during the day were 1 commissioned officer (Lieu- 
tenant Southworth) killed, 1 commissioned officer (Lieutenant Brewer- 
ton) taken prisoner, 2 enlisted men wounded, 6 taken prisoners, and 1 
missing. 

The battery lost 1 gun and 6-caissons, battery wagon, and 7 sets of 
harness for two horses. The battery wagon, 3 caissons, with the rear 
part of a fourth were recaptured at the close of the day. The total 
loss in horses was 25—10 killed, 2 wounded, and 13 captured by the 
enemy. Two hundred and forty-five rounds of ammunition were ex- 
pended by the battery during the day. 

In conclusion, I would respectfully call attention to the coolness and 
gallantry evinced under the most trying circumstances by the officers 
with the battery at the commencement of the engagement—First Lieut. 
Henry F. Brewerton, Fifth U. 8S. Artillery, and Second Lieut. Samuel 
D. Southworth, Second U.S. Artillery—as well as to the zeal, courage, 
and splendid conduct of all the non-commissioned officers of the battery 
without exception. I would particularly mention First Sergt. James 
A. Webb, in charge of the caissons and horses at the moment of the 
attack; Quartermaster-Sergt. Robert Sauthoff; Sergt. Charles R. Rog- 
ers, Stable-sergeant of the battery; Sergt.-Willard A. Petrie, and Cor- 
poral of ordnance Michael Kelly. The steadiness and brave conduct 
of the enlisted men in general could uot be excelled. I would specially 
name Privates James Scott, John Daines, Joseph S. Kingsbury, L. H. 
Grow, Eugene Marker, Alonzo Tompkins, Peter Riley, Edward G. 
Weaver, Edgar H. Stone, William J. Shellenbarger, William S. Safford, 
and Wagoner Michael A. Schadt. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. DU PONT, 
Captain Fifth U.S. Artillery, Commanding Battery B, 
Chief of Artillery, Army of West Virginia. 


[Capt. R. P. KENNEDY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


No. 134. 


Reports of But. Maj. Gen. Alfred T. A. Torbert, U.S. Army, Chief of 
Cavalry, of operations August 8—October 31, November 12, and Novem- 
ber 21-23. 


Hpagrs. CHIEF OF CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
| November —, 1864.| 

Srr: On the night of the 30th of July, 1864, I received an order to 
march the First Division of Cavalry, which I was then commanding, 
and which was at that time encamped near Lee’s Mill, Prince George 
County, Va., to City Point, for the purpose of embarking it for Wash- 
ington, D.C. The division moved according to orders, and commenced 
to embark on the night of the 31st.. It was concentrated at Harper’s 
Ferry, Va., by the night of the 9th of August following. On my arrival 
at Harper’s Ferry, Va., on the afternoon of the 8th of August I reported 
in person at once to Major-General Sheridan, who was then commanding 
the Middle Military Division, and was appointed chief of cavalry for that 
division, which command consisted (organized troops for the field) of the 
First Division of Cavalry of the Army of the Potomac, General Merritt 
commanding; Second Division West Virginia Cavalry, General Averell 


492 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. — [Cuar. 8V.. 


commanding, and First Division West Virginia Cavalry, Brigadier- 
General Duffié commanding. Brigadier-General Averell’s division was 
then at Cumberland, Md., and Brigadier-General Duffié’s at Hancock, 
Md. Both of these divisions were ordered to join the army by the 
shortest practicable route. At this time a brigade was formed, con- 
sisting of the Second Massachusetts, Twenty-second Pennsylvania, 
Cole’s cavalry, and a detachment of the Fourteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, and placed under command of Colonel Lowell, Second Massa- 
chusetts Cavalry, and assigned to the First Division as the Third 
Brigade. I left Harper’s Ferry, Va., August 10, with the First Divis- 
ion Cavalry, General Merritt commanding, in the advance. Arriving 
at Charlestown, Va., the Reserve, First, and Second Brigades took the 
direct road to Berryville, Va., the Third Brigade was sent to Summit 
Point, Va., thus placing it on the right of the army and the Reserve, 
First, and Second Brigades on the left. Arriving at Berryville, a 
reconnaissance was sent in the direction of Winchester, as far as the 
Opequon Creek, driving the enemy’s pickets across the creek. The 
main body took the Berryville and Millwood pike as far as the Stone 
Chapel, about three miles, turned to the right to go over to the Mill- 
wood and Winchester pike. - About half a mile from the latter pike the 
enemy’s cavalry was met in pretty strong force. They were imme- 
diately engaged and driven from the field. The command then went 
into camp in the neighborhood for the night. 

At daylight the next day (11th) the Reserve, First, and Second Bri- 
gades moved on the Millwood and Winchester pike to the Opequon 
Creek. From this point the First Brigade (Brigadier-General Custer) 
was sent in the direction of Winchester, driving the enemy’s cavalry 
about three miles, and within two miles of the town, on their infantry 
lines, and remained in that position until the arrival of our infantry at 
the Millwood and Winchester pike, near the Opequon Creek. In the 
meantime the Reserve and Second Brigades (Brigadier-General Mer- 
ritt) moved round still farther to the left to get possession of the Front 
Royal and Winchester pike. About a mile from the pike they met the 
epemy’s cavalry in force with artillery. Brigadier-General Merritt 
immediately engaged them, and after a severe fight he drove them 
across the pike and three miles back in the direction of Newtown, Va., 
on the Valley pike. In the meantime the First Brigade (Brigadier- 
General Custer) was brought up, and the whole division was advanced 
in the direction of Newtown. Advancing about a mile and a half they 
were opposed by a strong force; not being able to tell whether they were 
dismounted cavalry or infantry an attack was ordered—the attacking 
party being dismounted. After a very severe fight the enemy was 
driven from his first position. By prisoners being captured we learned 
that it was Gordon’s division of infantry, the rear guard of Major- 
General Early’s army. The attack was immediately suspended, and 
our force fell back about a mile and a half and went into camp, it being 
now after dark. About this time the Third Brigade (Colonel Lowell), 
with the exception of one regiment, joined us from the right of the army. 

On the next morning (12th) the cavalry moved in the direction ot 
Newtown, the Third Brigade (Colonel Lowell) in advance. Arriving 
at Newtown, on the Strasburg and Winchester pike, the Third, First, 
and Reserve Brigades moved in the direction of Strasburg. The 
Second Brigade (Brevet Brigadier-General Devin) moved west in the 
direction of Faweett’s Gap, and then toward Cedar Creek on the Back 
road about three or four miles from the main pike. These columns 
moved steadily along toward Cedar Oreek, Va., skirmishing slightly 
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with the enemy. Arriving at Cedar Creek, on the Valley pike, the 
Third Brigade (Colonel Lowell) drove the enemy’s skirmishers across 
and advanced to the other side and held this position until relieved by 
our infantry during the same afternoon. The command then went into 
position as follows for the night: The First Brigade (Brigadier-General 
Custer) on the left of the pike, picketing the Shenandoah River and 
watching the left; the Third and Reserve Brigades on the right of the 
pike, picketing Cedar Creek ard watching the right. Just after dark 
the Second Brigade (Brevet Brigadier-General Devin) arrived from 
the Back road and went into camp on the left of the Valley pike in rear 
of the First Brigade. 

On the 13th the First, Second, Third, and Reserve Brigades moved to 
the right, crossing Cedar Creek about a mile from the Valley pike, and 
moved in the direction of Strasburg in two columns. After remaining 
in front of Strasburg in rear of the infantry skirmish line a short time 
the command recrossed Cedar Creek and went into its former position. 
At daylight on the 14th the Second Brigade moved off to the left onto 
the Front Royal and Winchester pike, at Cedarville, about seven miles, 
and two miles from the Shenandoah River, for the purpose of watching 
the Luray Valley. The same day the Third Brigade (Colonel Lowell) 
moved off to the right on the Back road, where it crossed Cedar Creek. 

On the 15th Brigadier-General Duffié reported to me with his divis- 
ion, about 900 strong, and was ordered to Berryville. Brigadier-General 
Averell also reported the arrival of his division at Martinsburg, and 
was ordered to remain there until further orders. On the morning of 
the 15th Brigadier-General Merritt, with the First and Reserve Bri- 
gades, moved over to the Front Royal and Winchester pike, posting 
the Reserve Brigade at Stony Point, about three miles north of Cedar- 
ville, and the First Brigade at Cedarville. One regiment of the Third 
Brigade was left at the crossing of Cedar Creek, on the Valley pike. On 
the afternoon of the 15th [16th] the pickets of the First and Second Bri- 
gades were attacked near the Shenandoah River by two brigades of 
infantry of Kershaw’s division and Wickham’s brigade of cavalry, 
supported by three pieces of artillery. Brigadier-General Merritt 
moved out with the First and Second Brigades to meet the attack, and, 
after a severe engagement, totally routed the enemy and drove them 
back across the Shenandoah River, killing and wounding about 300 
men, capturing nearly 300 prisoners and 2 infantry battle-flags, with a: 
loss on our side of but 60 men. Too much praise cannot be given to 
Brigadier-Generals Merritt, Custer, and Brevet Brigadier-General Devin 
for their good judgment and gallantry displayed on this occasion, for 
with two brigades of cavalry they defeated two brigades of infantry and 
one of cavalry, with a loss on our side of but sixty men, Orders were 
issued this day for the cavalry to fall back the next morning, the 16th 
[17th], in the direction of Winchester and Berryville, with directions to 
drive off all stock and destroy all forage they were not able to use up as 
far as the Millwood and Winchester pike. 

On the morning of the 16th |17th] the First Division of Cavalry (Briga- 
dier-General Merritt) fell back, moving in five separate columns, the 
First, Reserve, and Second Brigades concentrating at Berryville, the 
Third Brigade at Winchester. About 11a. m. this day, the 16th [17th], 
Brigadier-General Wilson, with the Third Division of Cavalry from the 
Army of the Potomac, reported to me at Winchester, having been ordered 
from the Army of the Potomac via Washington and Ashby’s Gap. The 
infantry having left Winchester that morning, and being ordered to 
cover the rear, I placed Brigadier-General Wilson’s division (the Third) 
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m position for that purpose on the hills south of Winchester; also one 
brigade of infgntry (700 muskets), the First Brigade of the First Divis- 
ion, Sixth Corps, commanded by Col. William H. Penrose, Fifteenth 
New Jersey Volunteers, which had been ordered to report to me that 
morning. Late in the afternoon of the same day the enemy, having 
followed up, attacked the pickets of the Third Brigade, First Division 
(Colonel Lowell), which was concentrating at Winchester. That bri- 
gade was then drawn in and placed on the left to cover the Berryville 
and Winchester pike. Skirmishing soon became general, the enemy 
apparently in strong force. It was sometime before it could be defi- 
nitely determined whether the enemy had cavalry only, or both cavalry 
and infantry. The engagement became pretty general, and I learned 
I was fighting Breckinridge’s corps, the advance of the rebel army. 
It was now about dark, and I immediately made dispositions to with- 
draw, ordering the Third Brigade, First Division (Colonel Lowell), to 
fall back to the Opequon Creek, on the Winchester and Berryville 
pike. The Second Brigade, Third Division (Brigadier-General Chap- 
man), was ordered to move through the town and take position on the 
opposite side. Just as the infantry and the First Brigade, Third Di- 
vision (Brigadier-General McIntosh), was about to withdraw the enemy 
made a charge on the whole line and succeeded in capturing about 200 
of the infantry and 50 of the cavalry. The artillery, which was admi- 
rably served, and up to the last moment, with a plentiful use of canister, 
checked the enemy’s advance and gave us time to withdraw in good 
order. The whole command was withdrawn to the opposite side of 
Winchester, and formed to await a farther advance of the enemy and 
for our trains to get to the rear. About 9 p.m. we commenced to fall 
back to Summit Point. At this time orders were sent to Brigadier- 
General Averell to move in the direction of Charlestown. Orders were 
afterward sent him by Major-General Sheridan to move in the diree- 
tion of Shepherdstown and cover the fords across the Potomac. On 
the morning of the 18th the Third Division (Brigadier-General Wilson) 
arrived at Summit Point and took position on the right of the infan- 
try, and watching the country well to his front, and connecting with 
Brigadier-General Averell on his right, in the vicinity of Smithfield; 
the First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) was in the vicinity of 
Berryville, covering the country from the Opequon Creek to Snicker’s 
Gap; the First Division West Virginia Cavalry (Brigadier-General 
Duffié) was ordered to Charlestown. 

On the 19th and 20th the main body of the cavalry remained in the 
same position as that of the 18th. On the 21st the rebel army advanced 
in three colunns—by Smithfield, Summit Point, and Berryville—on our 
army, concentrated about Charlestown, Va. The First Division West 
Virginia Cavalry (Brigadier-General Duffié) was ordered out across 
the Charlestown and Leetown road, on the right of the infantry; the 
First and Third Divisions of Cavalry (Brigadier-Generals Merritt and 
Wilson) were ordered to fall back slowly, as the enemy’s infantry col- 
umns advanced, and pass to the right of the army, where they were 
massed, except the Third Brigade, First Division (Colonel Lowell), 
which was posted on the left and front. The army fell back to Hall- 
town, Va., that night (the 21st), and the cavalry was ordered to fall 
back the next morning. 

Early on the morning of the 22d the enemy advanced rapidly, 
with strong infantry skirmishers, and were held in check by the 
First Division West Virginia Cavalry (Brigadier-General Dnuffié), 
the Third Brigade, First Division (Colonel Lowell), and part of the 
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Third Division (Brigadier-General Wilson), until the First Division 
(Brigadier-General Merritt) could withdraw in the direction of Shep- 
herdstown and the trains withdraw to the rear. The First Division 
Hresedicr lapneral Merritt) marched direct to Shepherdstown; the 

hird Division (Brigadier-General Wilson) fell’ back to Halltown, Va., 
taking position on the right of the infantry; the First Division West 
Virginia Cavalry (Brigadier-General Duffié) moved to Point of Rocks, 
Md., crossing the Potomac, via Harper’s Ferry, Va.; the Third Bri- 
gade, First Division (Colonel Lowell), fell back to Halltown, and took 
position on the left of the infantry; the Second Division West Vir- 
ginia Cavalry (Brigadier-General Averell) was now across the Potomac 
River, his main force in the vicinity of Fair Play, Md., and watching 
the fords on the upper Potomac. On the 23d and 24th the cavalry 
remained in the same position as on the 22d. 

On the morning of the 25th I marched the First and Third Divis- 
ions of Cavalry (Brigadier-Generals Merritt and Wilson) to Kearneys-. 
ville by two routes, making the junction half a mile from Kearneys- 
ville. From there proceeded in the direction of Leetown. in two 
columns, the First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) on the right 
and the Third Division (Brigadier-General Wilson) on the left. 
About one mile from Leetown a small cavalry force was met in 
a heavy woods, and from all the information that could be obtained 
went to show that nothing but cavalry was in our front, and disposi- 
tion was immediately made to attack. A brigade was sent on each 
flank, two to attack in front and one held in reserve. Svon after the 
attack was commenced it was found that we were fighting infantry— 
a division of Breckinridge’s corps, while on the march in the direction 
of Shepherdstown, Va. The attack was so sudden and vigorous the 
division was thrown in complete confusion and back three-quarters 
of amile. The enemy lost 250 killed and wounded, together with one 
brigade commander. Ithen concluded to fall back, which was done 
in good order, the Third Division (Brigadier-General Wilson) taking 
the road from Kearneysville, via Duffield’s Station, to the right 
of the army; the First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) taking 
the direet road to Shepherdstown, Va., the enemy following up the 
latter column with infantry and artillery. Near Shepherdstown the 
First Brigade (Brigadier-General Custer) was sent to the relief of a 
regiment of the Reserve Brigade, which was the rear guard and which 
was about to be cut off from the main body. Soon after this brigade 
was cut off from the main force, and they quietly withdrew to the other 
side of the Potomac River, via Shepherdstown Ford, and covered that 
and the Antietam Ford; the balance of the First Division (Brigadier- 
General Merritt) fell back and took position on the right of the army. 
On the night of the same day (25th) the Third Division (Brigadier- 
General Wilson) was sent across the Potomac River, via Harper’s 
Ferry, Va., and took position in the vicinity of Boonsborough, Md. 

On the 26th the cavalry remained in the same position as on that of 
the 25th instant. On the 27th the First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry 
was ordered from Brigadier-General Duffié’s division to report to 
Brigadier-General Averell’s division, and the Twelfth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, in the same division, was ordered to report temporarily to 
Brigadier-General Stevenson at Harpev’s Ferry, Va. The balance of 
Brigadier-General Duffié’s division was dismounted and ordered to 
Cumberland, Md., to remount, their horses being turned over to other 
commanders. 
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On the morning of the 27th the:Third Division (Brigadier-General 
Wilson) was ordered to Sharpsburg, Md. The same day I went to 
Hagerstown, Md., to visit the Second Division West Virginia Cavalry 
(Brigadier-General Averell). The next day (28th) Brigadier-General 
Averell’s division was ordered to cross the Potomac River at Williams- 
port Ford, and move on Martinsburg, Va., the Third Division (Brigadier- 
General Wilson) to cross at Shepherdstown Ford and the First Brigade, 
First Division (Brigadier-General Custer), to cross at Harper’s Ferry, - 
Va. The First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) moved out in the 
direction of Leetown, Va., where it met the enemy’s cavalry in force, 
and gallantly drove them with the saber through Smithfield and across 
the Opequon Creek, a distance of five miles; the Third Division (Brig- 
adier-General Wilson) moved from Shepherdstown to Charlestown, Va., 
where it took position on the left of the army. 

On the 29th the First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) was at- 
tacked by the enemy in strong force and driven back about a mile, 
when they were relieved by the Third Division, Sixth Corps, who turned 
and drove the enemy across the Opequon Creek. The First Division 
(Brigadier-General Merritt) then went into camp on the Smithfield and 
Charlestown pike. On this day I have to regret the loss of Surgeon 
Rulison, my medical director, who was killed by my side, by being shot 
by a minie-ball. 

On the 30th the First and Third Divisions (Brigadier-Generals Merritt 
and Wilson) concentrated at Berryville, Va., the First Division (Brig- 
adier-General Merritt) moving across country to the Summit Point and 
Berryville pike, the Third Division (Brigadier-General Wilson) moving 
down the Winchester and Berryville pike. On the 31st of August and 
1st of September the cavalry remained in the same position, in the 
vicinity of Berryville, as on the 30th of August. 

On the morning of the 2d of September the cavalry moved back to 
Charlestown, Va., in two columns, the First Division (Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Merritt) via the Charlestown and Berryville pike and the Third 
Division (Brigadier-General Wilson) via Kabletown. At 5 p.m. same 
day the First and Third Divisions (Brigadier-Generals Merritt and 
Wilson) moved to Berryville by the Winchester and Berryville pike. 
The next morning (the 3d) at daylight both divisions moved, via Mill- 
wood and White Post, to the Front Royal pike, with the expectation 
of drawing the enemy’s cavalry from their infantry lines by threatening 
their communications on the Valley pike. No opposition was made to 
this advance. On the 4th the cavalry was ordered back to Berryville, 
moving back in two columns. Arriving near Berryville, the advance 
of the First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) was opposed by the 
enemy’s cavalry. They were immediately driven back, when the First 
Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) changed front on the Berryville 
and Snickersville pike, thus making connection with the Third Division 
(Brigadier-General Wilson), which was marching on our right, and 
also connecting with the left of the army. On the same afternoon the 
First Brigade, First Division (Brigadier-General Custer), was moved 
to the right of the army, joining the Third Brigade, First Division 
(Colonel Lowell), in the vicinity of Summit Point. On the 5th the 
balance of the First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) was moved to 
the right of the army. The cavalry remained in the following positions 
from the 5th of September to the 19th of September: The Third Division 
(Brigadier-General Wilson) covering the country from Snicker’s Gap to 
the Opequon Creek, on the Berryville and Winchester pike; the lirst 
Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) covering the country from the lat- 
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ter place to Smithfield, Va.; the Second Division West Virginia Cav- 
alry (Brigadier-General Averell) covering the country from Smithfield 
in the direction of Martinsburg and the vicinity of the Potomac River. 
During this time the First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) was 
reorganized in three brigades—the First Brigade, commanded by Brig- 
adier-General Custer; the Second Brigade, by Brevet Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Devin, and the Reserve Brigade, by Colonel Lowell, of the Second 
Massachusetts Cavalry. While the army lay in this position the cav- 
alry was constantly active, annoying the enemy by forced reconnais- 
sances and otherwise. 

On the 13th the Second [First] Brigade, Third Division (Brigadier- 
General Meintosh), moved up the Berryville and Winchester pike in 
the direction of Winchester, drove the enemy’s cavalry before him three 
miles, and within two miles of Winchester came upon a regiment of 
infantry (the Eighth South Carolina) and by a sudden dash of the 
Third New Jersey and Second Ohio Regiments this regiment was broken 
and completely surrounded, and the whole regiment entire—officers, 
men, and colors—marched into camp. Too much praise cannot be given 
Brigadier-General McIntosh for his quick decision and gallantry on this 
occasion. 

Orders were issued for the army to move on the 19th of September. 
The Third Division (Brigadier-General Wilson) moved on the Berry- 
ville and Winchester pike in the direction of Winchester, in advance 
of the infantry; the First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) moved 
on theright to cross the Opequon Creek at Seivers’ and Locke’s Fords; 
the Second Division West Virginia Cavalry (Brigadier-General Averell) 
was ordered to cross the Opequon Creek and move on the Winchester 
and Martinsburg pike in the direction of Winchester. I remained on 
the right, in command of these two divisions. Early in the morning 
the crossing of the First- Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) was 
opposed by rebel infantry, but the cavalry gallantly charged across 
the creek and drove them from their first position back to their second, 
about a mile and a half from the creek, where the infantry held the 
cavalry in check for some time, they being posted behind stone walls 
and rail breast-works. In the meantime Brigadier-General Averell 
was steadily driving the enemy’s cavalry before him in the direction 
of Winchester. Brigadier-General Averell getting well in rear of the 
infantry force in front of the First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt), 
they commenced to fall back, when the First Division (Brigadier-General 
Merritt) advanced rapidly, and made a junction on the Valley pike 
with Brigadier-General Averell, in the vicinity of Stephenson’s Depot. 
Both divisions immediately formed to advance on Winchester, Brig- 
adier-General Averell on the right and Brigadier-General Merritt on 
the left of the Valley pike. We were now about four miles from Win- 
chester; both divisions advanced rapidly, driving the enemy’s cavalry 
pell-mell before them, on and behind their infantry. Near Winchester 
we came square upon the left flank of the rebel army, now hotly engaged 
with the Federal forces. Their infantry lines were at once charged by 
brigades, which lines were broken, and a great many prisoners and 
battle-flags captured. This day the First Division (Brigadier-General 
Merritt) alone captured 775 prisoners, about 70 officers, 7 battle-flags, 
and 2 pieces of artillery. The rebel army being driven through Win- 
chester, after dark the pursuit was stopped, and the First and Third 
Divisions (Brigadier-Generals Merritt and Wilson) bivouacked on, the 
Winchester and Strasburg pike, and Brigadier-General Averell’s divis- 
ion on the Mooretield pike about three miles from Winchester. During 
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the day the Third Division (Brigadier-General Wilson) fought gallantly, 
doing wonders, driving a division of rebel infantry from different post- 
tions, and clearing the way for our infantry to form. On this occasion 
Brigadier-General McIntosh, commanding Second [First] Brigade, 
Third Division, suffered the loss of a leg, and Brigadier-General Chap- 
man, commanding First [Second] Brigade of same division, was slightly 
wounded. No one could have acted with more coolness and gallantry 
than did Brigadier-Generals Merritt, Wilson, Custer, McIntosh, Chap- 
man, and Brevet Brigadier-General Devin and Colonel Lowell. Too 
much praise cannot be given the cavalry for the active part they played 
on this memorable occasion. At daylight on the 20th the army started 
in pursuit of the rebel army, Brigadier-General Averell’s division of 
cavalry moving on the Back road to Cedar Creek, Brigadier-General 
Merritt on the Valley pike to Cedar Creek, and Brigadier-General 
Wilson, via Stephensburg and Cedarville, on the Front Royal pike. 
The enemy were overtaken posted in a strong position at Fisher’s Hill 
above Strasburg, Va. Theinfantry coming up relieved the First Divis- 
ion (Brigadier-General Merritt), in front of the enemy, and this division 
was then placed on the right of the infantry near Strasburg. Brig- 
adier-General Averell’s division was moved across Cedar Creek, and 
placed on the right of Brigadier-General Merritt’s division on the Back 
road, 

The next day, the 21st, Brigadier-General Wilson, commanding Third 
Division, drove Wickham’s division of rebel cavalry from Front Royal 
back toward Luray six miles. On the same day Brigadier-General 
Merritt’s division, with the exception of Brevet Brigadier-General 
Deviw’s brigade, which was left at Cedar Creek (in rear of the main 
army), marched across the North Fork of the Shenandoah River, at Buck- 
ton Ford, through Front Royal, and encamped about a mile and a half 
beyond. Brigadier-General Wilson was now about six miles in advance, 
the enemy having halted in a very strong position on the south side of 
Gooney Run. At 2 a.m. the next day (22d) the First Brigade, First 
Division (Brigadier-General Custer), moved across the ford, over the 
South Fork of the Shenandoah River, near Front Royal, with orders to 
move up and recross the Shenandoah at MeCoy’s Ford, two miles in 
rear of the enemy’s position.- The enemy, fearing or knowing this move, 
commenced to evacuate at about 10 p. m. the previous night. At day- 
light the 22d the balance of the command moved up the valley. About 
11 a. m. that day the advance came upon the enemy posted in a still 
stronger position on the south bank of Milford Creek, their left resting 
on the Shenandoah, which runs so close under the mountain it was im- 
possible to turn it, and their right rested against a high mountain. 
The length of their line was very short, and the banks of the creek so 
precipitous it was impossible for the men to get across in order to make 
adirect attack. In addition to their naturally strong position they 
were posted behind loop-hole breast-works, which extended clear across 
the valley. Not knowing that the army had made an attack at Fisher’s 
Hill, and thinking that the sacrifice would be too great to attack without 
that knowledge, I concluded to withdraw to a point opposite McUoy’s 
Ferry. The next day, the 23d, Brigadier-General Wilson’s division 
moved across at McCoy’s Ford and proceeded to Buckton Ford, on the 
North Fork of the Shenandoah; Brigadier-General Merritt’s division 
went through Front Royal, crossing the Shenandoah and stopping 
at Cedarville, in the meantime having a skirmish with Mosby’s guer- 
rillas at Front Royal, killing two ofticers and nine men. About 4 p.m. 
that day news was received of the victory at Fisher’s Hill, and direc- 
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tions to move up the Luray Valley. The Third Division Brigadier- 
General Wilson) was ordered to proceed immediately to Me oy’s Ford, 
on the Shenandoah River, and the First Division (Brigadier-General 
Merritt) to move up the Luray Valley through Front Royal. Both 
divisions bivouacked near daylight at Milford Creek, the enemy having 
evacuated that position. The next morning at daylight, the 24th, both 
divisions moved up the valley, the First Division (Brigadier-General 
Merritt) in advance. The advance came upon ‘the enemy in position 
about three miles from Luray. They were immediately éngaged, and 
by a gallant charge of the First Brigade, First Division, led by Brig- 
adier-General Custer, were driven about eight miles in the direction of 
New Market, capturing some seventy prisoners. The command passed 
through Luray on the pike leading to New Market, crossed the Shen- 
andoah River, and bivouacked at the foot of the pass, the enemy hav- 
ing taken the mountain road leading out of the valley. The next 
day (25th) at daylight passed over the mountain and joined the army 
at New Market, issued forage and rations and marched to Harrison- 
burg that day. In the meantime Brevet Major-General Averell had 
been relieved from the command of the Second Division West Virginia 
Cavalry, and Colonel Powell, First Virginia Cavalry, placed in com- 
mand. On arriving at Harrisonburg, Va., I found this division on the 
Valley pike about eight miles from Harrisonburg, on the North River; 
the Second Brigade, First Division (Brevet Brigadier-General Devin), 
was in the direction of Keezletown and Port Republic. The next da 
(26th) the Second Division West Virginia Cavalry (Colonel Powell), 
was ordered to move in the direction of Staunton; Brigadier-General 
Merritt, with the First Brigade, First Division, was ordered to move 
in the direction of Port Republic and join Brevet Brigadier-General 
Devin’s brigade. I moved with the Third Division (Brigadier-General 
Wiison) and Reserve Brigade, First Division (Colonel Lowell), in the 
direction of Staunton. Brigadier-General Custer, having been assigned 
to the command of the Second Division West Virginia Cavalry, he 
moved with me, in order to join his division. Colonel Powell, moving 
on the Valley pike, turned off to the left from that road in the direc- 
tion of Piedmont, following the enemy. I moved direct to Staunton, 
capturing in and about that place the following articles, viz: 300 mus- 
kets, 75 sabers, 50 cartridge-boxes, 70 sets horse equipments complete, 
60 rounds fixed ammunition, 200 sets harness, 350 saddle-trees, 200 tents, 
65 head beef-cattle, 57 prisoners, 25 wagons, 5 tons salt, 100 barrels flour, 
500 bales hay,1,000 bushels wheat, 125 barrels hard bread, 50 boxes to- 
bacco, 50 horses, medical stores, &c. 

On the 27th started a regiment, with Brigadier-General Custer, to 
join his command at Piedmont; at the same time a reconnaissance in 
force to Waynesborough and Kockfish Gap, but heard nothing from 
the reconnaissance until the whole party returned. I immediately 
started the whole force to Waynesborough, which place we reached, a 
distance of twelve miles, just after dark, and bivouacked for the night. 
On the next morning, the 28th, proceeded to destroy the railroad bridge 
across the South Fork of the Shenandoah River and burned the depot 
and Government buildings. Late in the afternoon the enemy attacked 
usin strong force with infantry, cavalry, and artillery. They were held 
in check until Sifter dark, when, on the return of the regiment, sent with 
Brigadier-General Custer, notifying me of an attempt by the enemy to 
cut me off from the main army, which was then twenty-five or thirty 
miles distant, I fell back to Spring Hill, on Middle River, on the Back 
road from Staunton to Harrisonburg. On the morning of the 29th. 
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marched to Bridgewater on the North River. Left the Third Division 
(Brigadier-General Wilson) in position there and sent the Reserve 
Brigade (Colonel Lowell) of the First Division to join its division in 
the neighborhood of Cross Keys. In the meantime the First Division 
(Brigadier-General Merritt) and the Second Division West Virginia 
Cavalry (Colonel Powell) were operating in the vicinity of Brown’s 
Gap and Piedmont. On the 30th the Second Division West Virginia 
Cavalry (Colgnel Powell) was withdrawn from the front and sent back 
to Harrisonburg, Va. One brigade of the Third Division was ordered 
on the Valley pike, crossing the North River. On the same day Brig- 
adier-General Wilson was\relieved from the command of the Third 
Division and ordered to report for duty to Major-General Sherman. 
Brigadier-General Custer was relieved from the command of the Second 
Division West Virginia Cavalry and placed in command of the Third 
Division, Colozel Powell, First Virginia Cavalry, being placed in com- 
mand of the Second Division West Virginia Cavalry. On the next 
day (October 1) the Second Division West Virginia Cavalry (Colonel 
Powell) was ordered down the Luray Valley, to take position at Luray 
and watch the country in that vicinity. On October 2 the First and 
Third Divisions of Cavalry (Brigadier-Generals Merritt and Custer) 
were disposed on the line of the North River, about seven miles in front 
of thearmy. About 2 p.m. the enemy made a reconnaissance in.force 
with infantry, artillery, and cavalry, and attempted to cross the river, 
but were prevented from doing so by the cavalry alone. October 3, 
4, and 5 the cavalry remained somewhat in the same position, send- 
ing reconnaissances to Swift Run and Brown’s Gap, and all the time 
skirmishing with the enemy. October 5, 300 men of the Second Division 
West Virginia Cavalry, under command of Major Farabee, First Vir- 
ginia Cavalry, were sent from Luray to destroy the railroad bridge 
over the Rapidan River; to proceed from there to Culpeper, and thence 
by Sperryville to Luray. He completely destroyed the bridge. Much 
credit is due to the officer in command for the prompt and energetic 
manner in which he carried out his instructions. October 6, the 
First and Third Divisions of Cavalry (Brigadier-Generals Merritt 
and Custer) followed the army down the Valley, the First Divis- 
ion (Brigadier-General Merritt) taking the Middle road and stopping 
for the night at Timberville, the Third Division (Brigadier-General 
Custer) taking the Back road, and camping for the night in 
the neighborhood of .and Brock’s Gap. The enemy made an 
attack at this point, but were handsomely repulsed. One brigade 
of Second Division West Virginia Cavalry came from Luray through 
New Market Gap and returned same night to Luray. October 7, the 
First Division (Brigadier-Geneval Merritt) continued its march on the 
Middle road and came into the Valley at Edenburg, and camped for 
the night about two miles south of Woodstock; the Third Division 
(Brigadier-General Custer) continued its march on the Back road and 
camped in the vicinity of Columbia Furnace for the night; the rear 
guard of this column was fighting all day; the Second Division 
West Virginia Cavalry (Colonel Powell) marched from Luray down 
Luray Valley to Milford Creek. October 8, the First Division (Briga- 
dier-General Merritt) continued its march on the Valley pike and stopped 
on Brook Creek |'‘Tom’s Brook?]; the Third Division (Brigadier-General 
Custer) continued its march on the Back road and camped for the night 
on Tumbling Run—the rear guard of this division was fighting or skir- 
mishing during the whole march. About 4 p.m. this day Brigadier- 
General Merritt, commanding Tirst Division, sent one brigade back on 
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the pike to make the enemy develop the force which had been follow- 
ing him during the day, and at the same time he sent two brigades to 
attack the enemy’s column which had been following the Third Divis- 
ion (Brigadier-General Custer), and stopped their farther advance, and 
at dark the First Division was drawn in and camped near Brook 
Creek, three miles south of Strasburg. The Second Division West 
Virginia Cavalry (Colonel Powell) moved from Milford Creek to Front 
Royal, holding Chester and Manassas Gaps. 

The next day (the 9th) I had received orders from Major-General 
Sheridan to start out at daylight and whip the rebel cavalry or get 
whipped myself. My command was disposed as follows: Brigadier- 
General Merritt, commanding First Division, was on the Valley pike at 
Brook Creek, at the foot of Round Top Mountain; Brigadier-General 
Custer, commanding Third Division, was on the Back road at Tumbling 
Run—these two roads as a general thing are parallel and from two and 
a half to three miles apart. Brigadier-General Custer, being about six 
miles from Brook Creek, was ordered to move at daylight back on the 
Back road and attack as soon as met. Brigadier-General Merritt, 
being near Brook Creek and the enemy, was directed to move about 7 
a. m., one brigade on the pike and two brigades between the roads, and 
connect with Brigadier-General Custer and the brigade on the pike. The 
enemy’s force was as follows: On the Back road, under General Rosser, 
three brigades, from 3,000 to 3,500 men; on the pike, under Generals 
Lomax and Bradley Johnson, 1,000 to 1,500 men. Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Custer’s guus were heard early in the morning on Brook Creek, 
and Brigadier-General Merritt moved to the attack and to make a con- 
nection with Brigadier-General Custer. Colonel Lowell, commanding 
Reserve Brigade, First Division, moved on the pike and attacked Lomax 
and Johnson; the First Brigade, First Division, moved on the right to 
connect with Brigadier-General Custer and to attack the enemy on the 
right flank; the Second Brigade, First Division, moved in the center. 
After a spirited engagement for about two hours, the enemy seeing 
that they were being flanked and severely pressed in front, gave way 
in great confusion, which was immediately taken advantage of by both 
division commanders. The enemy’ endeavored to rally several times, 
but were unable to stand the desperate charges made by my men, and 
they were driven ina perfect rout for twenty miles, the First Division 
(Brigadier-General Merritt), on the pike, pursuing them beyond Mount 
Jackson, the Third Division (Brigadier-General Custer), on the Back 
road, pursuing them beyond Columbia Furnace. The First Division 
(Brigadier-General Merritt) captured five pieces of artillery (all they 
had on this road except one), their ordnance, ambulance and wagon 
trains and sixty prisoners; the Third Division (Brigadier-General 
Custer) captured six pieces of artillery (all they had on the Back road), 
all of their headquarters wagons, ordnance, ambulance and wagon 
trains; there could hardly have been a more complete victory and 
rout. The cavalry totally covered themselves with glory, and added to 
their long list of victories the most brilliant one of them all and the 
most decisive the country has ever witnessed. Brigadier-Generals 
Merritt and Custer and Colonels Lowell and Pennington, commanding 
brigades, particularly distinguished themselves—in fact, no men could 
have rendered more valuable services and deserve higher honor from 
the hands of the Government. My losses in this engagement will not 
exceed 60 killed and wounded, which is astonishing when compared 
with the results. The First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) re- 
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turned as far as Woodstock and camped for the night; the Third Divis- 
ion (Brigadier-General Custer) returned about six miles and camped 
for the night. j ' 
October 10, the First and Third Divisions of Cavalry (Brigadier- 
Generals Merritt and Custer) remained in camp and the captured 
property sent to the rear. The Second Division West Virginia Cay- 
alry (Colonel Powell) was ordered from Front: Royal, through Chester 
Gap, in the Blue Ridge, to Sperryville, and obtained important infor- 
mation. October 11, the First and Third Divisions (Brigadier-Generals 
Merritt and Custer) moved back to the north side of Cedar Creek, 
taking position as follows: The First Division (Brigadier-General Mer- 
ritt) on the left of the army, and the Third Division (Brigadier-General 
Custer) on the right of the army; the Second Division West Vir- 
ginia Cavalry (Colonel Powell) marched to Amissville. October 12, I 
sent reconnaissances from the First and Third Divisions (Brigadier- 
Generals Merritt and Custer) up the Valley pike and the Back road for 
ten or twelve miles, but could find no signs of the enemy. October 13, 
all quiet during the day until about 2 p. m., when the enemy advanced 
a strong infantry force on the Valley pike and commenced an attack 
on the pickets; at the same time they appeared in strong cavalry 
force on our right, opposite the Third Division (Brigadier-General Cus- 
ter). They succeeded in driving part of the cavalry pickets across 
Cedar Creek and advanced about a mile. Brigadier-General Custer 
moved out promptly and drove the enemy back across the creek and 
held that line. When the attack commenced Brigadier-General Mer- 
ritt put his division (First) in the saddle, and late in the afternoon the 
First Division (Brigadier-General Merritt) was moved on the right of 
the army and to the left of the Third Division (Brigadier-General Cus- 
ter). October 14, the First and Third Divisions (Brigadier-Generals 
Merritt and Custer) were in camp on the right of the army, covering 
the country for five or six miles to the right of the infantry. Brigadier- 
General Custer sent reconnaissances out on the Back road and found 
the enemy had retired to the line of Fisher’s Hill. October 15, remained 
in camp; all quiet. The Second Division (Colonel Powell) was still near 
Front Royal, covering the line of the Shenandoah from the left of the 
infantry to beyond Front Royal. After dark the First Division (Brig- 
adier-General Merritt) was ordered to move to Front Royal; the Sec- 
ond Division (Colonel Powell) was ordered to concentrate at the same 
point, both of these divisions being designed for a raid on Charlottes- 
ville and Gordonsville. I moved to the Shenandoah near Front Royal 
in the afternoon to go in command of the expedition which was to start 
on the morning of the 16th. During the night of the 15th I received 
orders suspending the expedition. October 16, the First Division 
(Brigadier-General Merritt) was ordered back to the army and took posi- 
tion on the right of the infantry; the Second Division (Colonel Powell) 
was ordered to resume its old position, and I returned to the army on 
Cedar Creek. Brigadier-General Custer made a reconnaissance in his 
front, but could find no enemy outside of their lines on Fisher’s Hill. 
October 17, just before daylight, rebel General Rosser, with one bri- 
gade of infantry and three brigades of cavalry—the infantry riding 
behind the cavalry—attacked Brigadier-General Custer’s extreme right 
picket from the rear, and succeeded in capturing the right reserve of a 
major and twenty-five men, and then fell back rapidly, evidently fright- 
ened from his original designs, whatever they may have been, as he had 
made a circuit of thirty-two miles in the night to get in rear of our 
picket-line. The same day one brigade of Second Division (Colonel 
Powell) was moved nearer the infantry, and posted at Buckton Ford, 
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on the Shenandoah River, connecting their pickets with the left of the 
infantry. October 18, all quiet, and cavalry in same position. Recon- 
naisSsances showed no enemy in their immediate front. While the 
Second Division (Colonel Powell) was at Front Royal the rebel General 
Lomax, with his division, was at Milford Creek, up Luray Valley, about 
fourteen miles distant, and did not come out. 

October 19, before daylight, the enemy made a vigorous attack, hav- 
ing surprised and turned the left of the army. The cavalry was imme- 
diately put in the saddle and the First and Third Divisions (Brigadier- 
Generals Merritt and Custer) put in position on the right of the infantry. 
The trains were then sent to the rear. The First Brigade, Second Divis- 
ion (Colonel Moore commanding), being at Burton’s Ford, on the Shen- 
andoah, was by this move cut off from the main army and Colonel Moore, 
Second [Eighth] Ohio, immediately passed around the enemy’s right and 
came up on the left of our army at Middletown, on the Valley pike, hav- 
ing previously sent his trains to Winchester. This brigade immediately 
attacked the enemy and held them in check on the pike until they could 
be re-enforced. At daylight in the morning the enemy made his appear- 
ance in front of Brigadier-General Custer’s pickets on the extreme right, 
but the gallant men of the Third Division prevented their farther ad- 
vance. A great portion of the army, being badly broken, was going to 
the rear by thousands. To check this stream of stragglers I deployed 
my escort, First Rhode Island Cavalry, as did Brigadier-Geieral Merritt 
his, Fifth U. 8. Cavalry. After an hour or two work it proved to be 
a fruitless effort. The escort were drawn in and officers sent farther 
to the rear to form the men. By this time the enemy had come near 
enough for the cavalry batteries to open upon them, which they did. 
The‘enemy did not bring their lines in the open country between them 
and the cavalry, but kept under cover of the woods. Between 9 and 10 
o’clock I was ordered by Major-General Wright, commanding the 
army temporarily (Major-General Sheridan being temporarily absent), 
to move my whole cavalry force on the left of the army. This I was 
opposed to, but proceeded to obey the order, but on my own responsi- 
bility I left three regiments to picket the right, and to this fact 
thousands of our stragglers are indebted for their safety, for these 
brave men held their position against great odds for five hours. The 
First and Third Divisions (Brigadier-Generals Merritt and Custer) 
were ordered to the left of the army; the First Division (Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Merritt) was put in position across the pike, just north of Middle- 
town; the Third Division (Brigadier-General Custer) was formed on the 
left of the First Division; the First Brigade, Second Division (Colonel 
Moore), was formed on the left of the Third Division; the Horse Bat- 
tery, B and L, Seeond Artillery, U.S. Army, Lieutenant Taylor com- 
manding,* was left on the right fighting on the infantry line, where 
it did admirable service, and was the last artillery to leave that front. 
Too much praise cannot be given to the officers and men of this bat- 
tery for their coolness and gallantry on this occasion. When the 
infantry was forced back and the battery was obliged to retire it joined 
its brigade (Second, First Division) on the right of the pike, where 
it immediately went into action. As soon as the cavalry was in 
position on the left of the army they attacked the enemy. Colonel 
Lowell, commanding Reserve Brigade, First Division, dismounted a 
part of his little band, and they advanced to a strong position behind 
a stone wall, from which the enemy’s infantry failed to drive them after 
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28 R R—VOL XLIII, PT I 


434 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. _— [Czar LV. 


repeated attempts. The cavalry fought infantry and artillery only on 
the left of the army. About 12 m. the cavalry was moved to the 
left about 300 yards, thus bringing it on the left of the pike. Thus 
matters stood with the cavalry until 3 p.m., holding on to their ground 
with more than their usual dogged persistence, displaying gallantry 
which has never been surpassed, while most of the infantry was reform- 
ing several miles on their right and rear. During this time the Sec- 
ond Brigade, Second Division (Colonel Powell commanding division), 
fell back slowly (by order) on the Front Royal and Winchester pike to 
Stony Point, and then to a point near Newtown, followed by the rebel 
General Lomax’s division of cavalry, where they remained during the 
greater part of the day- Colonel Powell thus prevented the enemy’s 
cavalry from getting on the pike to attack our trains and rear. About 
2 p.m. Major-General Sheridan arrived upon the ground and directed 
me to send one division of cavalry on the right of the army. I immedi- 
ately ordered the Third Division (Brigadier-General Custer) to that 
position, where he arrived just in the nick of time, for the enemy had 
just succeeded in crossing infantry and cavalry over Cedar Creek on the 
right of the army, but the gallant Custer was equal to the emergency. 
He immediately charged the cavalry and drove them about a mile, in 
the most beautiful manner, behind their infantry support, from which 
they did not dare show themselves in force again during the day. 
On the left the battle was going well for us; in fact, it could not be 
otherwise, with the cool and invincible Merritt on the ground, sup- 
ported by such soldiers as Devin and Lowell. At this time the First 
Brigade, Second Division, was temporarily under the orders of Briga- 
dier-General Merritt, who was constantly annoying and attacking the 
enemy whenever an opportunity presented itself; although his men 
were completely within range of the enemy’s sharpshooters, his shot 
and shell, and many a horse and rider was made to bite the dust, they 
held their ground like men of steel; officers and men seemed to know 
and feel that the safety of the army in no small degree depended upon 
their holding their position, and they can never receive too much credit 
for the manner in which they did their duty. About 4 p. m. Colonel 
Moore, commanding First Brigade, Second Division, was ordered to 
join his division at Newtown, and Colonel Powell, commanding the divis- 
ion, directed to shove out a strong force to hold the Front Royal and 
Winchester pike. About 4 o’clock, in a charge, the gallant but lamented 
Lowell received a severe wound in the arm and side, but still kept his 
saddle. About 4.15 o’clock a general advance of the army was made, 
and it was truly grand to see the manner in which the cavalry did 
their part. In this general advance Colonel Lowell, Second Massa- 
chusetts Cavalry, commanding Reserve Brigade, First Division, while 
charging at the head of his brigade, received a second wound, which 
proved to be mortal. Thus the service lost one of its most gallant and 
accomplished soldiers. He was the beau ideal of a cavalry officer, 
and his memory willnever die inthe command. In the general advance 
Brigadier-General Custer, commanding Third Division, left three regi- 
ments to attend to the cavalry in his front and started with the balance 
of his division to take part in the advance against the enemy’s infantry. 
Thus the cavalry advanced on both flanks side by side with the infantry, 
charging the enemy’s lines with an impetuosity which they could not 
stand. The rebel army was soon routed and driven across Cedar 
Oreek in confusion, the cavalry, sweeping on both flanks, crossed Cedar 
Creek about the same time, charged and broke the last line the enemy 
attempted to form (it was now after dark), and put out at full speed at 
their artillery and trains. They continued the pursuit to the foot of 


Cnapr. LY.} THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 435 


Fisher’s Hill, about four miles from Cedar Creek, and captured the fol: 
lowing property and prisoners, viz: 45 pieces of artillery, 32 CaiSsons, 
156 sets artillery harness, 184 horses, 156 mules, 150 sets wagon harness, 
46 army wagons, 672 prisoners of war, 5 battle-flags, also, many muskets, 
sabers, &e., which it took them about all night to bring in. Darkness 
alone saved the greater part of the rebel army from capture, for there 
never were men who displayed more fear of cavalry than they did upon 
this occasion. The service of the cavalry on this day to the army 
and the country can never be too highly appreciated. The Horse 
Artillery, Companies K and L of the First United States, commanded 
by First Lieutenant Taylor; Companies B and: L of the Second United 
States, commanded by First Lieutenant Peirce; Company C [L], Fifth 
United States, commanded by First Lieutenant Weir, and Captain 
Martin’s battery, of the Sixth New York, rendered invaluable services 
on this day, as for five or six hours the only artillery used was that of 
the cavalry, and nobly did they do their duty, having but about two 
rounds per piece left after the engagement. 

For the gallantry and good judgment displayed by Brigadier-Generals 
Merritt and Custer and Brevet Brigadier-General Devin and Colonel 
Lowell in this battle I must again recommend them for promotion, which 
on several occasions has been justly earned. 

I will take this occasion to recommend to the favorable consideration 
of the proper authorities the following members of my staff; as fit recipi- 
ents of higher honors than lay in my power to bestow, for gallantry and 
courage displayed upon this and several other occasions during the cam- 
paign; braver and more efficient staff officers never drew rein or saber, 
viz: Maj. William Russell, jr., assistant adjutant-general; Capt. M. A. 
Reno, First U. 8. Cavalry, chief of staff; Capt. R. Ellis, Sixth Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, acting assistant inspector-general; Capt. George B. 
Sanford, First U. S. Cavalry, assistant commissary of musters; Capt. 
J. J. Coppinger, Fourteenth Infantry, U.S. Army, acting aide-de-camp; 
Captain Bailey, First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp;,_ 
Captain Martindale, First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry, acting aide-de- 
camp; Capt. M. Berry, Twentieth Pennsylvania Cavalry, acting aide- 
de-camp; First Lieutenant Wallace, Fifth Michigan Cavalry, acting 
aide-de-camp; First Lieutenant Ellis, Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, act- 
ing aide-de-camp; First Lieutenant Slater, First New York Dragoons, 
ambulance officer; First Lieut. H. H. Goldsmith, Fifteenth New Jersey 
Volunteer Infantry, aide-de-camp. 

I take pleasure in expressing my sincere thanks to division command- 
ers and their commands for the hearty co-operation given to me and 
each other. When such feelings exist, success must attend our efforts, 
and yours has been such that all in future can revert with pleasure to 
the fact that you belonged to the cavalry of the Middle Military Divis- 
ion, and participated in the successful campaign of Major-General 
Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley. 

For further particulars I would respectfully refer to division and bri- 
gade commanders reports, herewith inclosed. Annexed is also a report 
of casualties. 

It is also proper to remark in this connection that as General Averell 
in his report has gone beyond his province to report upon General Mer- 
ritt, First Division of Cavalry, at the battle of Winchester, September 
19, 1864, to mention a few facts received from official reports, viz: The 
loss of General Averell’s division (Second Division), West Virginia 
Cavalry, at this time was, aggregate, 32, and not 200, as he supposes; 
and the loss of General Merritt’s division (First Division Cavalry) in 
the same engagement was 311. 
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Statement of the casualties in the Cavalry, Middle Military Division, from the Ist of 


August to the 31st of October, 1864. 


Division. | Killed. | Wounded. Missing. Aggregate. 

: Ka tached indie Ate Sees. | 

: 
Cavalry headquarters (1st Rhode Island Cavalry) VS Sees ee 3 4 
First: Cavalry Division {22-62-62 s<seee2 2 =e eee 186 | 778 594 1, 558 
Second Cavalry Division ......-.4:.++--.--e00+--++ en 39 | 148 | 112 299 
Third Cayalty DivisiOu: = cc -essaiing sei eve ee era =r 67 | 385 | 321 773 
Total. seo yh of8 anne we eek ea aks aad 293 | 1,311, 1,030 2, 634 


Report of property captured and destroyed from the enemy by the Cavalry, Middle Military 
Division, from August 8 to October 31, 1864. 


PROPERTY CAPTURED. 


First | Second Third | 
Division. Division. | Division. Total. 
| 
BF GloResiey ate not Gipy MABE ROBES oem OC USESEEe eeios cee beens: Sema Je) 29 13 29 71 
Caisson: 2 J She Fes Ss Seeks te ae Bee te Beeb). deates Same Seale 12 10 30 52 
JAJUMY WAGONS 5. eee wwe 32,55 ose -fas ls ee ase Sa alee era é 105 
Aan DUl aes, a. Cs cen = rete spy eielate cemslepae scat ees ee Ste eratagee cian 68 
HOES CSTs SUS onl re a cleo eBinrerelc lain ners giate ate ele crass efotaie Rie te enreniae 3 
PT OP SOR «. sisisisia Ss sjaiaiaoes Detainee Safi of al 8) cm rma i aioe a ae 2, 557 
MEWS! Se see ss ca csc cise vp ts eats ntals e aig yamine ee isin tee oe at ate 354 
Flarniess (Sets) chat. ates ere pane 0-1 ae ae eae oes 844 
NVCAICING WAGON <a oticink altaya cee ee nee 1 
BALLER Y WAS OW ra este tatcl tie nie eta te a eee atte ae tele ater a : 1 
Horsevequipmente: 22:6 <7cbes Saher See ee See ates ee ea ee 1, 000 
a ONCE HABA G boone sabes soe Coe Be nO am Anus Senbr Usa reese toes 7 oD 
Battle flags. sacs. Sean cee oetontee onal n. Me Met nte tee ee ate ae eters 29 
Prisoners captured during campaign, 2,556. 
PROPERTY DESTROYED. 
| First Second Third 
I |_§ bir 
‘Division. | Division. Division. | Total. 
= ——— pl ee eee 
CORTE ROS care one SAUSan Oe Dba as 5 SOR SIRNAS eae ettaeeeme | 8 
ATS WALORS Sarco vice ae sleeve oe nee ee | 94 
Amb MlanC esi josee = sock bem tee ae eee 37 
3 
cea 4 
one 81 
soceseeee 780 
Ae 57 
Bee eR specs 4 
Cwa sue cae eb eee tone ana eas a bis we Wh /cletete atte &emein Ok eine a 
4,955 
do... Se 
0... 272 
We abs acto osick is c22ersise «seek was ge soe gee ener bushels. .| 420, 742 
OND Sooke ans = sane w sieccater ean ciel oe Cremer teree HOR ce 2, 750 
Combet eoasient teers ; 515 
Flour 560 
‘Wagons loaded with flour H 2 
Cattlotdriven off -2i2--a Saat 22. see aes 1, 447 
Sheep driven.oft.. ee can oogiar Semen cased 1 631 
Swine driven off .......... hae UL ee "795 
UTM ACOS) Acien Rrapsivie «eral chanee «vee ee Sees 3 
PARNOPLOS sealer Somme ese sec eae wee eee ces 2 
Railroadidepotasss 2 to fIb52 stews etme 1 
Locomotive engine a>. jasvouses ccah...ce- <b pmads heer peach ees 1 
IBOX<CAYs sis sc .- co.cc se eee ere Seen coe Meee CRETE Tee EE ee 8 
Stand ‘of armas; $s.05 40. bale ob Linh Cees ee heres sane eens a eee ee 3, 000 3, 000 
JAMIN OD sis ares oi5.5 Misia at lore tees estas SOUNCRS: (Geoaee ed TOO S000) cvicenceetcn 700, 000 


Respectfully submitted. 


A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brevet Major-General of Vols., Chief of Cavalry, Commanding. 


[Lieut. Col. J. W. Forsyvu, 


Chief of Staff, Army of the Shenandoah.| 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MippLE Mriirary Drvisron, 
Kernstown, Va., November 12, 1864. 

Srr: I have the honor to report that a portion of the cavalry moved 
to-day, as follows: Second Division, Brigadier-General Powell com- 
manding, moved out on the Winchester and Front Royal pike and 
engaged General Lomax’s (rebel) division of cavalry at Nineveh and 
routed them completely, pursuing them two miles south of Front Royal. 
Captured all of the artillery (2 pieces and caissons) they had, their 
ordnance train (3 wagons), and 180 prisoners, among them 18 officers; 
killed and wounded several, among them General McCausland, 
slightly. Third Division, Brevet Major-General Custer commanding, 
moved out on the Middle and Back roads and engaged rebel General 
Rosser’s division of cavalry, about four miles north of Cedar Creek, and 
routed them completely, driving them across Cedar Creek. Captured 
16 prisoners, killed and wounded several, among them 4 field officers. 
I regret exceedingly to mention the loss of Colonel Hull, commanding 
Second New York Cavalry, who lost his life while gallantly leading his 
regiment in a charge. A portion of the First Division, Brevet Major- 
General Merritt commanding, moved out -on the Valley pike and 
engaged the enemy’s infantry about dark and fought them until about 
10 o’clock. The cavalry returned to camp about 11 o’clock. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavelry. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ForsytH, 
Chief of Staff to General Sheridan. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
November 23, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 

I have the honor to report that on the 21st instant I Jeft camp with 
the Second and Third Divisions on a reconnaissance up the Shenandoah 
Valley. I went as far as Rude’s Hill, about forty miles up. At that 
point I drove the enemy’s cavalry rapidly before me, when I caused the 
enemy to develop about 10,000 infantry and artillery and one division 
of cavalry. Ifought them for some time on Meem’s Bottom, whereupon 
the infantry advanced in force, and I fell back, followed by infantry 
and cavalry, five miles north of Mount Jackson, and by a small force 
of cavalry to Edenburg. Lhad about thirty wounded. Captured fifteen 
or twenty prisoners. I ascertained that Kershaw’s division of infantry 
had left Early’s army, and that they commenced taking the cars at 
Waynesborough at 2 o’clock Friday morning, 18th instant. The Sec- 
ond Division had the advance and behaved most gallantly. The Third 
Division covered the retreat and behaved in the most handsome manner. 

A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry. 


ADDENDA. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, 
MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 13. October 11, 1864. 


The chief of cavalry desires to congratulate the officers and men of 
the cavalry, Middle Military Division, for their unparalleled successes 
in the Valley of the Shenandoah since the beginning of the campaign. 
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You have been called upen to endure many privations and hardships, 
but they have been borne with that heroic fortitude so necessary to 
insure to you the vietories which have crowned your efforts. In the 
battle of the 19th of September you not only routed the enemy’s cav- 
alry but gallantly charged their infantry, broke their lines, and cap- 
tured many hundred prisoners, nine colors, and three guns. This suc- 
cess, followed by fatiguing marches and harassing skirmishes and 
reconnaissanees with an ever vigilant foe, crowned by your unprece- 
dented achievement of the 9th of October, when, having broken the 
entire body of their cavalry, you chased their routed columns over 
twenty miles, capturing eleven pieces of artillery, two colors, many 
prisoners, and their entire trains, is a record which, by the blessing of 
God, has contributed to the renown of our arms and the success of our 
cause. 
By command of Brevet Major-General Torbert: 
WM. RUSSELL, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 135. 


Reports of But. Maj. Gen. Wesley Merritt, U. S. Army, commanding 
First Division, of operations August 9-October—20. 


HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
October 5, 1864. 

Mayor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this division during the campaign in the Valley: 

It is scarcely necessary to premise that from the fact that subordinate 
commanders have not as yet forwarded reports that accounts of the 
events which happened early in the campaign cannot be given in such 
detail as 1 could wish. 

On the 9th of August, when I assumed command of the division, it 
was encamped near HalJtown, from which point it marched on the fol- 
lowing morning at 5 o’clock via Charlestown and Berryville. After 
skirmishing with a small brigade of the enemy’s cavalry, which was 
routed, the division ¢iicamped near the Winchester and Millwood pike. 
The following morning the First Brigade was ordered toward Win- 
chester, near which place the enemy was found in considerable force 
holding a defile on the pike near the town, while his trains and army 
were passing toward Strasburg. The brigade had a sharp fight with 
the enemy’s infantry, artillery being used freely by the enemy, but I 
am glad to say the loss of the brigade was not large. It was then 
determined to move on the Front Royal pike, and the division, in three 
columns—the First Brigade on the right, the Reserve Brigade in the 
center, and the Second Brigade on the left—marched in that direction. 
Near White Post General (then Colonel) Devin came upon a large force 
of the enemy strongly posted on a ridge, with temporary bredst-works 
of rails for protection, A sharp fight ensued, in which the enemy was 
finally beaten and driven from the field, which gave us possession of 
the Front Royal pike. About 3 o’elock in the afternoon two brigades 
(the Reserve and Second) marched out toward Newtown. The enemy’s 
infantry was encountered about two miles from that town, and a battle 
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fought by the Reserve Brigade and the Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cav- 
alry of the Second Brigade. The enemy were strong in numbers and 
position, and it was found impossible to dislodge them before dark, which 
closed the fighting. I regret to say the loss on this occasion was severe 
to the brigade. Among the wounded was Major Scott, First New York 
Dragoons, an officer distinguished for gallant conduct on several pre- 
vious occasions. i 

On the 12th of August the march was resumed without opposition 
from the enemy, who was not come up with until reaching Middletown, 
when his rear guard crossed Cedar Creek, and on being pursued by part 
of the division commenced a desultory skirmish which was discontinued 
on our part on the arrival of the infantry. The next day a reconnais- 
Sance was made by the Reserve Brigade to Strasburg, near which town 
the enemy was found posted on Fisher’s Hill. The brigade joined the 
division, which remained in camp, picketing on Cedar Creek, until the 
13th of August, when the Second Brigade was ordered to Cedar Springs 
on the Front Royal pike. The following day the remainder of the 
division moved to join the Second Brigade, the Reserve Brigade going 
into camp near Nineveh. The First Brigade was ordered into camp on 
the left of the Front Royal pike opposite the camp of the Second Brigade. 
About 2 p.m. [16th] the enemy drove in the pickets of the Second 
Brigade and skirmishing commenced, which preceded the battle of 
Cedarville. The enemy attacked with two brigades of cavalry (Lomax’s 
and Wickham’s), supported by Kershaw’s division of infantry. The 
pickets of the Second Brigade were driven by the violence of the attack 
to the reserve, which fought the enemy, though they were greatly out- 
numbered, contesting the ground with him foot by foot, until Colonel 
Devin marched his brigade to the field. The First Brigade was imme- 
diately posted on a position to the front of its camp. The enemy’s 
cavalry charged and were gallantly met by three regiments of the Second 
Brigade, which routed him in confusion. <A brigade of infantry was 
then discovered to be moving on the opposite bank of the river toward 
our left flank. One regiment of the First Brigade was dismounted and 
thrown forward to a hill near the river-bank to meet this movement, 
while the rest of the brigade moved (mounted) to an eligible position 
near the right of the hill to act in concert with the dismounted men, 
The enemy advanced boldly, wading the river, and were allowed to 
approach within short. carbine range, when a murderous volley was 
poured into their solid ranks, while the whole command charged. . The 
enemy were thrown into the wildest confusion. They had met a resist- 
ance which they little expected; they were driven pell-mell into the 
river, losing a great number in killed and wounded, nearly 300 pris- 
oners, and 2 stand of colors. Re-enforcements were hurried up by the 
rebels, but they came too late to retrieve the disaster of the day. 
They cautiously remained on the south bank of the river, and the fight 
degenerated into an artillery duel, the enemy using vigorously a heavy 
battery which they had finely posted on a hill to our right frdnt, and 
which had given us much trouble by its wicked fire during the battle. 
Our loss was small—sixty in killed and wounded more than covered our 
entire casualties—while the punishment, &c., inflicted on the enemy 
could not have been far short of 600 in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
Colonel Devin, who ‘acquitted himself with conspicuous skill and gal- 
lantry, was painfully wounded in the foot, though he kept the field to 
the end of the battle. Great credit is due General Custer for the 
masterly manner in which he handled his command. All honor to the 


440 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cuap. LV. 


orave officers and men who won this battle, which cost the enemy so 
dearly. The Reserve Brigade, which was ordered up during the engage- 
ment, but which did not arrive in time to take part, resumed its camp 
for the night, as did the other brigades of the division. 

On the 17th the division marched at 8 a.m. in compliance with orders, 
destroying the grain and forage, and driving off the cattle in the Valley 
from Cedar Creek to Berryville. This duty, not among the most agree- 
able assigned to soldiers, was thoroughly though delicately done; no 
private property, save that mentioned, being injured; nor family 
molested by any soldier in the command to my knowledge. During 
the 18th, 19th, and 20th of August the command remained in the 
vicinity of Berryville. In this interval several attacks were made by 
parties of guerrillas on the pickets and foraging parties of the First 
Brigade, in which several men were killed. The Third Brigade, Colonel 
Lowell commanding, joined the division while it was encamped at 
Berryville. It was assigned to the duty of watching the enemy on the 
Winchester pike. (I would here remark that although this brigade 
constituted part of the division, that 1 am unable to give any account 
of the most of its operations, as it was detached from the command 
during most of the early part of the campaign, until it was broken up, 
and its regiments assigned to the other brigades of the division.) On 
the 21st the Third Brigade was attacked and Colonel Lowell was sent 
orders to fall back on the command at Berryville, the division having 
orders to march to Charlestown. After leaving Berryville the enemy 
annoyed the rear guard but little, the force that followed being small. 
August 22, marched to Shepherdstown via Duffield’s Station. On the 
23d and 24th remained in camp, picketing, &c. August 25, a 
reconnaissance was made, in conjunction with the Third Division, 
toward Leetown. Near Kearneysville the enemy’s infantry (Breckin, 
ridge’s corps) was met, and after a sharp skirmish the two divisions 
fell back toward Shepherdstown. At this latter place the rear guard 
was forced from its position by the enemy, who followed it up with 
astonishing vigor. The First Brigade was ordered out to repel the 
attack, which it did, driving the enemy well toward Shepherdstown, 
but was in its turn threatened in its rear by a force of the enemy which 
had marched across the country and struck us in the flank. The 
Second Brigade was immediately ordered toengage this force violently, 
in order to give the First Brigade a chance to retire across the 
Potomac. The attack was made with marked impetuosity by the 
Second Brigade, and I am glad to say had the desired effect, as General 
Custer retired across the river without molestation. During the day 
the loss to the enemy, as we have since learned, was very heavy. 
The first attack made on his columns, which were marching toward 
Williamsport, was so heavy as to throw him into the greatest confusion, 
and though it was no part of the plan to fight his infantry, subsequent 
developments have proven that the two divisions did much toward 
defeating for a time Breckinridge’s entire corps of infantry. During 
the day a splendid mounted charge was made by the Second Brigade, 
while the First Brigade did noble service on foot. August 26 and 
27, remained in camp picketing and reconnoitering. August 28, 
marched to Leetown, at which point the enemy’s cavalry, under 
Lomax, was engaged by the Reserve Brigade and driven toward 
Smithfield. Atthis latter place the enemy made a decided stand, when 
the division was disposed for battle, the First Brigade moving to the 
right flank and the Reserve Brigade attacking in front, Second Brigade 
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being held as reserve. In the attack the First U.S. Cavalry distin- 
guished itself in a splendid charge against double its numbers of the 
enemy, repelling his charge and driving his column back in confusion. 
Lieutenant Hoyer, of the First, a. gallant and promising young officer, 
fell mortally wounded while leading his squadron in the charge. The 
enemy were finally driven across the Opequon to Bunker Hill, and the 
division encamped. near Smithfield. The next day the brigade was 
ordered on reconnaissance to Bunker Hill, to discover if possible the 
whereabouts of the enemy’s infantry. Two divisions of his force 
(infantry) were met on their way to attack us. The brigade was with- 
drawn to the right bank of the Opequon, and the entire division, after 
a stubborn resistance, fell back toward Charlestown, about two miles. 
The enemy did not advance far, but in his turn retired to the left bank 
of the Opequon. August 30, marched to Berryville, and on the 31st 
and 1st of September remained in camp. 

September 2, marched to Bullskin Run at daybreak, and at 7 p. m. 
marched again to Berryville. September 3, marched, via White Post, to 
Front Royal and Winchester pike, and on the 4th returned to Berry- 
ville, where the right of the enemy’s infantry line was found to rest. 
This was avoided with but little skirmishing by a movement to our 
right. On the 5th of September the division moved to the right of 
the infantry then facing the enemy, and picketed, reconnoitered, &c., 
until the night of the 18th. At 2 a. m. on the 19th it marched to 
the Opequon and took part in the battle fought on that creek, a report 
of which is given separately.* September 20, led the pursuit of the 
enemy to Strasburg, found him in force on Fisher’s Hill. September 
21, marched to Front Royal by way of Buckton Ford, and thence, on 
the 22d, with the Third Division, up Luray Valley to Milford, where 
the enemy was found strongly posted. The division was but slightly 
engaged. Captain Emmons, assistant adjutant-general of the Reserve 
Brigade, was dangerously wounded during the day by one of the eneiny’s 
sharpshooters. It having been decided impracticable to carry the 
position of the enemy without great loss of life, it was decided to 
withdraw both divisions. This was done at dark, and the command 
on the following day returned to Front Royal. Near this town the 
advance of the Reserve Brigade encountered a body of guerrillas, 
under a Captain Chapman, who were in the act of capturing an am- 
bulance train of our wounded. The gang was quickly dispersed, 
with a loss of eighteen killed. Lieutenant McMaster, of the Second U.S. 
Cavalry, was mortally wounded in this affair, being shot after he was 
taken prisoner and robbed. The night of the same day the command 
marched to Milford, and after crossing Overall’s Run (where the rebels 
had destroyed the bridge) by a ford, bivouacked until daylight on the 
24th. The march was then resumed, when Wickham’s cavalry was met 
near Luray and routed by the First and Reserve Brigades, with the loss 
of nearly 100 prisoners and one battle-flag belonging to the Sixth Vir- 
ginia Cavalry. September 25, crossed the mountains to New Market, 
where, after halting, feeding, &c., the division moved on to Harrisonburg. 
September 26, the Reserve Brigade was detached and marched with the 
Third Division to Staunton, Waynesborough, &c.; the remaining por- 
tion of the division moved ‘on to Port Republic, the Second Brigade in 
the advance, driving the enemy’s cavalry before it across Middle River 
into Brown’s Gap, where the enemy’s army was found in force. It was 


* See p. 443, 


442 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cuar. LV. 


also discovered that Kershaw’s division, which had come from Gordons- 
ville, was joining Early through Swift Run Gap. The artillery of the 
division was placed in an advantageous position and shelled Kershaw’s 
trains with great effect. An attack was ordered on the trains at the 
same time, but it was found that they were too strongly guarded to be 
taken, and the attack had no other effect than to scare the enemy 
mightily. In the afternoon the enemy’s infantry made an attack on 
the skirmish line of the Second Brigade, driving the right of it from a 
dense chaparral into which it had been pushed forward. A very heavy 
and accurate artillery fire and a display of mounted squadrons in the 
open field deterred the enemy from a farther advance. Major Scott, 
First New York Dragoons, was wounded (the third time during the 
campaign) in this affair. September 27, the Second Division, in posi- 
tion near Weyer’s Cave, was driven trom that place by a combined 
attack of cavalry, artillery, and infantry. This division fell back from 
its position to the right of Port Republic, sending its wagon trains to 
the First Division. The enemy, instead of advancing to our front, 
threatened our right and communications by moving in the direction of 
Cross Keys. To preserve these the command fell back to Cross Keys 
and took up position for battle. The enemy did not accept the offer, 
but moved from Brown’s Gap the same night to Waynesborough, where 
he came in coutact with the command of the chief of cavalry at that 
place. September 28, as soon as it was discovered the enemy were with- 
drawing from Port Republic a brigade-of the First Division (Colonel 
Kidd) and one of the Second Division (Colonel Schoonmaker) were 
ordered to advance to Port Republic, which was done, and the rear 
guard of the enemy driven toward Waynesborough. September 29, 
both divisions (First and Second), being under my command by orders 
from army headquarters, marched across the country, destroying mills 
and forage and driving off cattle. This work was completely done 
throughout the Valley from within a few miles from Waynesborough 
and Staunton to Mount Crawford. 

September 30 and October 1, remained in camp near Mount Crawford. 
On the 2d of October the enemy advanced and skirmishing took place 
along my entire line, lasting all day. October 3 and 4, remained in 
camp near Mount Crawford, from which place the division moved, on 
the 5th, to Cross Keys and vicinity. October 6, moved to Harrisonburg 
and thence on Middle road to Timberville, destroying forage, grain, &e., 
and driving off cattle across the entire valley. October 7, marched 
at 6 a. m., continuing the work of destruction, joining the pike near 
Edenburg, where the division camped. October 8, moved as rear guard 
to the army and fought the enemy near Tom’s Creek (as reported in 
separate report of the battle of the 9th). October 9, fought the battle 
of Tom’s Creek (report made).* October 10, camped near Tom’s Run. 
October 11, marched to Cedar Creek and camped on the left of the infan- 
try at Bowman’s Ford, where we remained during the 12th. October 
13, the enemy shelled the infantry camps, and the division was moved 
to the right of the infantry line, where it remained during the 14th. 
On the 15th the division marched at dark to Front Royal, starting on 
an expedition which, for reasons, was afterward abandoned. October 
16, returned to camp on the right of the infantry, where we remained 
during the 17th and 18th, October 19 and 20—accounts of the oper- 
sa of these dates are given in special reports of the battle of Middle- 

own. 


* See p. 446. +See p. 448, 
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The following is a list of property destroyed and captured by the 
division in the movement from Port Republic to Tom’s Brook: 


Property. No. Boeny 2 y f Mone; 
PSL value. Property. No. ivalnes 

Bernas: See AIGA 630 | $1,693,000 || Cattle driven off 1, 34 

Flouring mills. .<2.co =<: H 47 . 314,000 || Sheep driven off.....-..... iy 281 “ri 340 
Saw-mills é -j 8,000 || Swine driven off........... 725 8. 000 
Woolen mill | 10, 000 || Flour .....-......barrels.. 560 6, 720 
Hay. -=--=2 ; = 203; 607%) ||, Panneries soe och. Seu aa ey 2 4, 000 
Straw ...... -.d0...| 2,550 || Railroad depot............ 1 3.000 
Fodder... 2. by 2,720 || Wagons loaded with flour. 2 5, 000 
Wheat. 6-6 2 z| 1, 026,105 || Locomotive engine -....... 1 10, 000 
Furnaces , 45000 }"Box2ears 2-22 2. oe oes 3 1, 500 
Conn) acces feet acres. .| 515 18, 000 ae —_—_ | 
OY 2 pai er ine bushels. -| 730 750 0) 7 ee a bad Lae 3, 304, 672 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding Division. 


Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdgrs. Cavalry, Army Middle Military Division. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
October 12, 1864. 


Str: The division moved as ordered at 2a. m. on the morning of the 
19th ultimo, two brigades and the wagons via Summit Point, the First 
Brigade across the country to Seivers’ Ford. No serious opposition 
was met with until we arrived at the Opequon. The enemy’s cavalry 
pickets retreated across the creek. At the fords it was found that the 
enemy was picketing as usual with infantry, which seemed determined 
to prevent our crossing. After occupying the fords below I sent the 
First Brigade to Locke’s Ford, while the Reserve Brigade was ordered 
to effect a crossing at Seivers’ Ford; this was done in fine style by Col- 
onel Lowell, who threw over dismounted men, closely supported by the 
Fifth U.S. Cavalry and part of the Second Massachusetts Cavalry, 
mounted. In making this lodgment on the left bank of the creek Captain 
Rodenbough, of the Second U. 8. Cavalry, with his gallant regiment, 
was particularly conspicuous in charging down the hill, across the creek, 
on up the opposite incline in the face of a galling fire from the enemy’s 
infantry, who had taken possession of the railroad cut, and were com- 
pletely covered from our fire. The Second advanced (a heroic little 
band) almost without firing ashot, untilit had gained the crest of the cut; 
here a number of prisoners were taken; this was done with but small 
loss. Simultaneous with the crossing at this ford General Custer, with 
his brave brigade, forced the passage at the ford three-quarters of a 
mile below—Locke’s. His men, as usual, fought with the greatest gal- 
lantry, rushing recklessly over every opposition, and pressing well 
forward into the country on the other side, connecting his left with the 
right of the Reserve Brigade, This was all completed before sunrise. 
The rich crimson of that fine autumnal morning was fading away into 
the broad light of day when the booming of guns on the left gave sign 
that the attack was being made by our infantry. The glorious old 
First Division was never in better condition. Officers and men, as 
they saw the sun appear bright and glorious above the horizon, felt a 
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consciousness of renewed strength, a presentiment of fresh glory to 
be added that day to their already unifading laurels. They felt like 
men who were willing to do and die; that they were not deceived the 
history of the day proves. 

After the junction of the lines on the other side of the Opequon both 
brigades were ordered to advance and press the enemy vigorously, 
keeping him engaged, the object being to prevent Breckinridge, who 
was known to be in our front, from sending his corps to join the rest of 
Early’s forces near Winchester, or at least, if he did send it, to follow 
closely in his rear and get on the enemy’s flank. Every man in the two 
brigades now engaged (the First and Reserve) fought like a hero. 
About 11 o’clock a charge was made by part of the First Brigade and 
the Second [U. S.] Cavalry, Reserve Brigade. Our menrushed upon the 
infantry, who were protected by along line of rail barricades, but find- 
ing unusual and unexpected obstacles, retired, taking a position more 
advantageous, from which they made the enemy in his turn retire 
before them. Here the enemy used his artillery freely. About 1.30 
p. m. the order for a general advance was given. The Second Brigade, 
not hitherto engaged, was thrown across the creek, as also the artillery, 
which at intervals up to this time had been doing good execution from 
fine positions on the right bank. The Second Brigade, with the First 
U.S. Cavalry (Captain Baker), moved in column on the direct road 
from Seivers’ Ford to the Winchester pike (the road meeting the pike 
about four miles from Winchester). The First and Reserve Brigades 
moved across the country witb orders to concentrate at the junction of 
these two roads. It was soon found that the enemy’s infantry had 
withdrawn from our front, leaving the protection of their flank to their 
cavalry. General Devin charged this last about a mile from the pike, 
and hurled it in confusion up the road and across the country to the 
pike. It was soon disposed of; although outnumbering the Second 
Brigade it could not stand before the keen steel and resistless force of 
the sturdy troopers of the “Old War Horse.” The junction of the 
three brigades at the point designated was soon effected and the 
advance toward Winchester immediately begun—the First Brigade on 
the right, the Second Brigade in the center, and the Reserve Brigade 
well to the left, to cover the flank and connect if possible with our 
infantry. When approaching the field near Winchester the enemy’s 
cavalry (re-enforced) again met our advance, when the Second Brigade 
charged it, which charge, being closely followed up by the First Brigade 
(each holding a reserve), drove the rebel horsemen pell-mell over their 
infantry and out of sight into the town of Winchester. These men 
only returned later in the day on the crest of a line of hills well to our 
right to, annoy us with their artillery fire. At this time (3 p. m.) the 
field was open for cavalry operations such as the war has not seen, 
such as all good cavalry officers long to engage in; nor was the division 
slow to take an active part in the grand theater of battle which was 
being enacted at our feet. 

Up to this time no communication had been opened with our infantry ; 
we knew they were going to fight and about where we might expect 
them. A six-gun battery of the enemy was playing away rapidly 
toward our left front. This was ordered to be charged, but before the 
order could be executed it withdrew, and the charge was directed on 
the enemy’s infantry, which was attempting to change front and meet 
us; they were in confusion; no time was lost; the intrepid Devin, with 
his gallant brigade, burst like a storm of case-shot in their’ midst 
showering saber blows on their heads and shoulders, trampling them 
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under his horses’ feet, and routing them in droves in every direction. 
The brigade emerged from the fray with 3 stand of colors and over 
300 prisoners. This blow, struck by General Devin, was at the angle of 
the line caused by the enemy’s refusing his left to meet our attack. 
Soon Colonel Lowell (Reserve Brigade), who formed to left of the posi- 
tion from which Devin charged, entered the lists. His heroic brigade, 
now reduced te about 600 men, rode out fearlessly to within 500 yards 
of the enemy’s infantry line of battle, on the left of whieh, resting on 
an old earth-work, was a two-gun battery. The order was given to 
charge the line and get the guns. The noble Lowell, with his heroic 
little brigade, moved boldly forward; a withering fire staggered the 
head of his column; it was deployed; the enemy’s capacity for harm 
was gone, their pieces being unloaded. The brigade dashed down, 
broke through the enemy’s lines, and swept it away in confusion, leay- 
ing the guns far behind in the hurly-burly of the mélée. It was a noble 
work well done—a theme for the poet; ascene forthe painter. In this 
charge the gallant Rodenbough, at the head of his regiment, lost an 
arm. These movements had given us the ground at first occupied by 
the enemy. The First Brigade moved to a position near the front, and, 
forming in column of squadrons, made ready to give the final stroke to 
the work of the day. The sun was fast going down and the enemy 
making the greatest effort to go away, but the cavalry gave them no 
rest. 

We were at this time under a fearful fire of artillery, which, as hinted 
at before, had taken its position on the crest of a line of hills to our 
right flank. The Fourth and Sixth New York Cavalry (Second Bri- 
gade) was formed in rear of the First Brigade in column of squadrons, 
and the fragment of the Reserve Brigade, with the same formation, 
was posted on the right of this column. A battery of the enemy, 
which had been doing some execution, posted to the left front about 
500 yards, limbered up and ran away. The charge of the left column 
was ordered; the gallant Custer led it; boot to boot these brave horse- 
men rode in. The enemy’s line broke into a thousand fragments under 
the shock. The Reserve Brigade followed the blow, and all was lost 
to the enemy. Many of them threw down their arms and cried for 
mercy; others hung tenaciously to their muskets, using them with 
their muzzles against our soldiers’ breasts; a number took refuge in 
a house and fought through the doors and windows, but the field was 
won. Four stand of colors were here taken and over 500 prisoners 
were swept into our lines, and the miserable remnant of Early’s army 
fled madly through the streets of Winchester. . 

Thus it will be seen that six distinct charges were made by parts of 
the division after the general advance toward Winchester—two by the 
Second Brigade and one by the First Brigade against the enemy’s cay- 
alry; one by the Second Brigade and one by the Reserve Brigade against 
the enemy’s infantry and artillery, and one, the final charge, in which all 
three of the brigades were concerned. Brigade and regimental com- 
manders did their duty handsomely in rallying their commands after each 
charge, and the commanding officers of the First and Reserve Brigades 
are particularly worthy of praise for carrying out orders and concentrat- 
ing their brigades at a given point on the pike in the shortest possible 
time. Everything was well done during the day, and everything was 
done in a space of time which seemed short, even where there was the 
greatest reason for impatience on the field of battle in time of need. 

The battle of the Opequon was truly a glorious occasion for the First 
Cavalry Division, and there is not aman nor officer in the command who 
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does not take a just pride in what was done by the division toward 
winning the victory and trailing the rebel banners in the dust in the 
Valley of the Shenandoah, the former valley of humiliation to Union 
armies. 

Our losses were heavy, not in numbers, but many of our best soldiers 
poured out their life blood on the fields around Winchester. . Lieut. 
Col. Melvin Brewer, Seventh Michigan Cavalry; Capt. William O, 
North, Fifth Michigan Cavalry; Maj. C. W. Ayres, Ninth New York 
Cavalry, and last, but not least, Capt. James F. McQuesten, Second U. 
S. Cavalry, acting inspector-general on my staff, fell in the front of 
battie heroically fighting for the integrity of the Union, the ascendancy 
of the old flag. Never did braver men shed their blood, and never in 
a juster cause. Each one of these gallant officers was actuated by the 
highest principles that inspire a soldier. Each was a willing sacrifice 
in the hour of bis country’s need. 

The names of the enlisted men who fell in this battle are transmitted 
herewith; they died gloriously in the thickest of the fight, with the 
simple but proud record of enlisted men of the First Cavalry Division 
who had always done their duty; they need no more flattering history. 

There are many events of personal daring which it would not be 
possible in the limits of this report to recount. I have taken occasion 
to mention in a separate paper those who were particularly deserving 
of ‘praise, but I find that but poor justice can be done to a command 
in any report of a battle in which those who were not prominently dis- 
tinguished are among the exceptions. The battle, in addition-to its 
immediate results, has had the effect to establish in the mind of each 
officer and man in the command the lesson derived from our former 
experience, that the First Cavalry Division is invincible in a contest 
with anything like equal numbers of the foe. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry, Middle Military Division. 


HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
October 12, 1864, 

MAJoR: On the 8th instant the division marched in rear of the army, 
acting as rear guard. When arriving at Tom’s Creek it was ordered to 
halt and go into position by the chief of cavalry. Soon after orders 
were received from the major-general commanding the army to send a 
force toward Woodstock on a reconnaissance. The First Brigade 
(Colonel Kidd) was detached on this duty, while a regiment from the 
Reserve Brigade and one from the Second Brigade was ordered out on 
the flanks of this reconnaissance to protect the movement. Soon after 
the departure of the First Brigade a report was received that the enemy 
was attacking the Third Division in force on the Back road, about four 
miles to our right rear. At the same time orders came from the chiet 
of cavalry that if the attack was serious to strike the.enemy in his flank. 
The Reserve and Second Brigades were immediately ordered out, and 
marching across the country found the enemy’s cavalry on the Back 
road and commenced skirmishing with them. The enemy soon made 
front toward the Reserve Brigade, which was principally engaged, but 
at the same time was driven back across Tom’s Creek, where, with his 
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artillery in position, he made a stubborn resistance. It was expected 
at this time that the Third Division would attack the enemy on the 
Back road, but from some cause the attack was not made, and at dark 
the two brigades engaged were withdrawn, the enemy having been 
forced back over a mile. In the meantime the First Brigade had made 
the reconnaissance to Woodstock without opposition, was attacked in 
its rear as it returned to Tom’s Creek, but the enemy was easily re- 
pulsed, and the division, after establishing its picket-line, went into 
camp. 

On the morning of the 9th the division marched to the position near 
the Back road, where the brigades had been engaged the evening 
before. The Third Division was found fighting the enemy on the same. 
ground from which the enemy was driven. The First Brigade was 
immediately ordered to attack the enemy in his right flank and rear, 
while the Reserve Brigade was ordered to move on the pike, cross 
Tom’s Creek, and then, if it met with no opposition on the pike, to turn 
to its right after moving out well, and, if possible, gain the enemy’s 
rear. At the same time the Second Brigade was ordered to the front 
on a ridge midway between the pike and Back road to push the enemy 
there, as well as to establish and keep up the connection between the 
two wings of thedivision. These orders were all soon carried out, and 
the First Brigade very quickly became hotly engaged with the flank of 
the enemy in position in front of the Third Division. Martin’s battery, 
attached to the First Brigade, did excellent execution in enfilading the 
enemy’s lines, while the brigade, by its vigorous attack, in conjunction 
with the Third Division, soon hurried the enemy from his position and 
down the road. At this time report came that Colonel Lowell (Reserve 
Brigade) was hotly pressed in his front on the pike, when the First 
New York Dragoons (Second Brigade) and Fifth U. 8. Cavalry (at 
division headquarters) were thrown in to his assistance. These regi- 
ments went in on the left flank of the force attacking Lowell, and, 
together with the Second Brigade, divided the two wings of the enemy’s 
line, forcing him to retreat on both roads. Not a moment’s delay now 
occurred; the enemy was pressed at every step; the Reserve Brigade 
moved on the pike, the Second on the ridge between the pike and Back 
road, and the First Brigade on the left of the Back road. Now the 
enemy’s resistance became very feeble, and presently his retreat became 
a rout. 

The success of the day was now merely a question of the endurance of 
horseflesh, and let it be here stated that no more splendid commentary 
could be made on the soldierly qualities of the troopers of this division 
than the fact that their horses, with but few exceptions, endured 
a run of nearly twenty miles and were found the next day in condi- 
tion for a reasonable march. Tom’s Creek was left far in the rear, 
Maurertown was passed. The enemy’s opposition was fitful; each 
time our troopers came in view they would rush on the discomfited 
rebels with their sabers, and send them howling in every direction; 
numbers fled to the mountains. Once or twice the rebel artillery made 
a stand and fired a few shots; when near Woodstock they did it to their 
cost; Lowell’s brave troopers caught sight of the battery and rode it 
down, sabering everyone who made resistance—two pieces were here 
sent to the rear; at Edenburg two other pieces, together with a num- 
ber of caissons and wagons, shared a like fate. At the crossing of 
Stony Creek the Reserve Brigade was halted in order to collect its 
strength, and two regiments of the Second Brigade, previously ordered 
to the pike, took up the pursuit. After crossing the creek, which was 
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deep, a shot which came thundering down the road gave us to under- 
stand that there was still another gun ahead. The Ninth New York 
dashed forward and soon another gun, a number of wagons, caissons, 
forges, and ambulances were added to the trophies of the day. Still 
the chase did not end; it was only when the advance reached Mount 
Jackson that the command was ordered to halt, and our weary horses 
and excited, fearless riders were called from the pursuit. The fragments 
of the enemy’s column could be seen flying miles in advance; where 
they stopped the terror-stricken wretches could scarcely tell themselves, 
I cannot. Inthe meantime the First brigade, still co-operating with the 
Third Division, pushed forward along the Back road to a point opposite 
Woodstock; this brigade, though not immediately concerned in any of 
the captures made, did a great deal to add to the success of the columns 
on both roads, particularly in dislodging and helping to rout the enemy 
in front of the Third Division; its services should not be overlooked. 
In this connection I would not omit to mention the First Michigan 
Cavalry, of the First Brigade, with its gallant commander, Colonel 
Stagg. This regiment was on picket on the pike, and after the advance 
of the Reserve Brigade through its lines, a staff officer was sent from 
division headquarters to have it move on and act with the Reserve 
Brigade during the day; this it did right nobly, sharing the success 
of the Reserve Brigade and dealing the enemy some heavy blows. The 
division encamped in the vicinity of Woodstock on the night of the 9th. 

Never has there been, in the history of this war, a more complete vic- 
tory than this of Tom’s Creek. Almost everything the enemy had with 
his ‘‘reorganized cavalry” was captured or destroyed; his force was 
routed and driven at a breakneck speed over twenty miles of country, 
which was covered with the debris of his unmannerly retreat. 

The list of captures are as follows: 42 C. S. and U. S. wagons 
with. ordnance and quartermaster’s stores, 3 ambulances, 5 pieces of 
artillery with limbers, 4 caissons, 5 forges, 29 mules, 39 horses, 25 sets 
harness, 52 prisoners of war (3 commissioned officers), 1 C. S. wagon 
loaded with Enfield rifles. 

I cannot close this report without recommending to the proper author- 
ities the accomplished chief surgeon of the division, Asst. Surg. J. W. 
Williams, for the able and energetic manner in which he has adminis- 
tered the affairs of his department during the present campaign in the 
Valley. After the close of this battle, as also after the battle of the 
Opequon, every attention was given the wounded of the command in 
the shortest possible time. No single complaint is heard of the medi- 
cal officers of this command, but praise is given them from every quarter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Cavalry, Middle Military Division. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
October 24, 1864. 
MAgsor: I respectfully submit the following report of the part this 
division took in the battle of the 19th and subsequent operations: 
About 4a, m. on the 19th an attack was made on the pickets of the 
First Brigade near Cupp’s Ford, which attack, coupled with the firing 
on the extreme left of the infantry line, alarmed the camps, and every- 
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thing was got ready for immediate action. The First Brigade was at 
once ordered to move to the support of its picket-line, while the 
Reserve Brigade, which had the night before received orders to make a 
reconnaissance on the Middle road, was ordered to halt and await fur- 
ther orders. This brigade had advanced in the execution of its recon- 
naissance to the picket-line, and subsequently acted for a short time 
with the First Brigade in repelling the attack of the enemy feebly 
made on that part of the field. Soon after moving from camp the 
heavy artillery firing, and immense number of infantry stragglers 
making across the country to the Back road from our left, showed that 
it was in that direction the heavy force of the enemy was advancing. 
The Fifth U. 8S. Cavalry, attached to division headquarters, was imme- 
diately deployed across the fields, and, together with the officers and 
orderlies of the division staff, did much toward preventing the infantry 
going to the rear, and forced everyone to stop and form line. About 
this time the Second Brigade (General Devin) was ordered to move 
to the left of the line, cover and hold the pike, and at the same time 
deploy men in that part of the field to prevent fugitives from going to 
the rear; this General Devin quickly accomplished, and did good 
Service, especially in preventing the infantry straggling. On moving 
to the left General Devin ordered his battery to report to division 
headquarters, where Lieutenant Taylor, commanding, received orders 
to advance to an eligible position on the infantry line of battle, and 
use his pieces on the enemy till such time as it was unsafe to remain 
there. Great credit is due Lieutenant Taylor for the prompt and effi- 
cient manner in which he carried out this order. He was well advanced 
to the front of battle, without supports from his own command, and 
none save what was offered by the thin and wavering line of infantry 
near his position. The artillery of the infantry had gone unaccounta- 
bly to the rear, or had been captured by the enemy, and Taylor’s was 
the only battery for some time on that part of the field. It is thought 
that his rapid and destructive fire did much toward preventing a far- 
ther advance of the enemy on that flank in the early part of the day. 
About 10 o’clock, in compliance with orders from the chief of cavalry, 
the First Division was moved to the left of the intantry line and dis- 
posed so as to connect with the infantry and at the same time cover 
the Valley pike and the country to the left. This was soon done—the 
Second Brigade (Devin’s) occupying the right, the Reserve Brigade 
(Lowell’s) the center, and the First Brigade (Kidd’s) the left of the 
division line of battle. Orders were then sent to each brigade to press 
the enemy warmly, and Lowell was cautioned to watch his opportunity 
and charge a battery of the enemy which seemed exposed in the open 
country to the left of the pike. Never did troops fight more elegantly 
than at this time; not aman shirked his duty, not a soldier who did 
not conduct himself like a hero. All through the day each man fought 
with the instinct and judgment of an officer and-with the courage for 
which this division has become so celebrated. Twice or thrice by 
movements in the infantry line on our right the enemy got in the flank 
of the division line and subjected it to a murderous fire; but there was 
sno movement on the part of the men save that demanded by superior 
judgment for a fresh disposition to meet the contingency; no running, 
no confusion, where at one time among so many others there was the 
most intense demoralization. The line at this time, in compliance with 
orders given as above stated, advanced nearly to Middletown, driving 
the enemy before it through the open country, the gallant Lowell, as 
usual, with his noble command forcing from the enemy every available 
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inch of ground. This advance was handsomely made by all the bri- 
gades; at the time it was intended more as an_offensive-defensive 
movement than one looking to a final victory. The enemy withdrew 
from the open country, evidently fearing the attack of the cavalry, and 
the battery which was marked for attack and possible capture also 
withdrew to a safer position. Sheltered by the woods on each flank 
and the houses and fences of Middletown, the enemy (Kershaw’s and 
Pegram’s divisions) in our front, Kershaw on the extreme right, 
continued a sharp skirmish, varied by attacks on both sides, until the 
final advance by the whole army under the inajor-general commanding. 
Shortly after taking position on the left of the line as above described, 
Colonel Moore’s brigade, Second Division, was ordered to report to the 
First Division for orders. This brigade, having skirmishers on the line 
to the left of the pike, was ordered to advance with the line of the First 
Division; it did so handsomely, fighting with spirit while it remained 
with the command; it was ordered to the left toward Front Royal 
later in the day by the chief of cavalry. During the entire day the 
enemy kept up an artillery fire on our position which was truly terrific; 
it has seldom been equaled for accuracy of aim and excellence of 
ammunition. The batteries attached to this division did nobly, but 
were overpowered at times by weight of metal and superior ammuni- 
tion. So excellent was the practice of the enemy that it was utterly 
impossible to cover a cavalry command from the artillery fire; a num- 
ber of horses and men were destroyed by this arm during the day. As 
the news spread through the command that the major-general-com- 
manding the army had arrived a cheer went up from each brigade in 
this division; every officer in the command felt there was victory at 
hand; they all had confidence in him who had formerly commanded 
them more directly in trying circumstances, and when the order was 
given for a general advance each veteran in the First Division bent his 
brow resolutely and rode fearlessly toward the goal. Words are but 
poor vehicles to convey a description of the scene; suffice it to say, the 
charge was successfully made, each brigade doing its duty nobly. The 
Reserve and Second Brigades charged into a living wall of the enemy, 
which, receiving the shock, emitted a leaden sheet of fire upon their 
devoted ranks; but the enemy were broken and fled before the resist- 
less force of the blow, coupled with the stern, steady, unrelenting, yet 
swift, advance of the infantry, who, under the new régime, excited the 
admiration of all beholders. 

The First Brigade, in column of regiments in line, moved forward 
like an immense wave, slowly at first, but gathering strength and 
speed as it progressed, overwhelmed a battery and its supports amidst 
a desolating shower of canister and a deadly fire of musketry from part 
of Kershaw’s division, at short range, from a heavy wood to our left. 
Never has the mettle of the division been put to a severer test than at 
this time, and never did it stand the test better. The charge was 
made on an enemy well formed, prepared to receive it with guns 
double-shotted with canister. Into that fearful charge rode many a 
noble spirit who met his death. One more prominent than the rest, if 
individual prominence among a band of heroes is possible, received 
lis death wound—the fearless Lowell, at the head of as gallant a bri- 
gade as ever rode at a foe, fell in the thickest of the fray, meeting his 
death as he had always faced it—calmly, resolutely, heroically. His 
fall cast a gloom on the entire command. No one in the field appre- 
ciated his worth more than his division commander. He was wounded 
painfully in the early part of the day, soon after which I met him; he 
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was suffering acutely from his wound, but to ask him to leave the 
field was to insult him almost; a more gallant soldier never buckled 
on a saber. His coolness and judgment on the field were tnequaled. 
An educated and accomplished gentleman, his modest, amiable, yet 
independent, demeanor endeared him to all his superiors in rank; his 
inflexible justice, temperate, yet unflinching, conduct of discipline made 
him respected and loved by his subordinates. He was upright as a 
man, pure as a patriot, and pre-eminently free from the finesse of the 
politician. His last breath was warm with commendations of his com- 
rades in arms and devotion to his country’s cause. Young in years, he 
died too early for his country, leaving a brilliant record for future gen- 
erations, ending a career which gave bright promise of yet greater use- 
fulness and glory. 

After the charge our ranks were soon formed and the command 
moved forward resistlessly to Cedar Creek. Part of the enemy’s forces 
which had fled by the fords below were followed by detachments of the 
First and Reserve Brigades, which captured quite a number of pris- 
oners, the First Brigade adding another to its trophies in the shape of a 
battle-flag. The Second and Reserve Brigades moved to Cedar Creek 
(the Second Brigade in advance), charged across the fords and bridge, 
pursuing the enemy with unparalleled vigor to his stronghold—Fisher’s 
Hill—* leaving, like the whirlwind, nothing but the wreck in their track 
to be gathered up.” In this pursuit the Second Brigade lost heavily. 
I respectfully call attention to the report of General Devin, command- 
ing Second Brigade, who ably conducted this movement. Great credit 
is due him for his untiring energy and determination in following up 
the victory, toward which he and his gallant command had done as much 
during the entire day as men could do. The Reserve Brigade was also 
“in at the death,” but, in compliance with orders, halted and formed 
as a reserve, while the First and Second Brigades pursued the enemy 
on their different roads. Night alone saved Early’s demoralized army 
from total annihilation. As it was, he carried off with him but five 
pieces of artillery and but few other wheels. 

The following morning (October 20) the division moved to Fisher's 
Hill, where a small force of the enemy’s cavalry was found. This dis- 
appeared from our front and the command was pushed on to Wood- 
stock. At that point it was ascertained from citizens and prisoners 
that the enemy was some distance in advance. The First and Second 
Brigades were halted and the Reserve Brigade ordered on toward 
Edenburg, beyond which point it went, without, however, coming up 
with the flying enemy. During this pursuit a number of wagons, am- 
bulances, caissons, arms, &c., abandoned by the enemy, were found on 
the road and destroyed. 

During the battle and subsequent pursuit the following captures 
were made and property destroyed by the division: 3 battle-flags, 22 
pieces of artillery, 8 eaissons, 37 ambulances, 29 wagons, 95 horses and 
harness, 141 mules and harness, 389 prisoners of war, including 6 com- 
missioned officers; two of the above wagons were loaded with muskets. 
Property destroyed; 12 army wagons, 28 ambulances, 81 muskets, 2 
caissons. 

In coneluding this report I must again return my acknowledgments 
to my staff and subordinate commanders for their untiring energy and 
zeal in the performance of their duties and implicit and unquestioning 
obedience to orders; they are commended to the notice of superior 
headquarters. 
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The men and officers of the command have endured all the hardships 
of the arduous campaign without the comforts afforded by a regular 
system of transportation, oftentimes without regular issues of rations, 
uncomplainingly and cheerfully. If there have been any instances of 
unsoldierly conduct they are exceptions to the rule. The command as 
a whole is gallant and well disciplined, confident in its own strength, 
and justly proud of its prowess. 

~  -Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. MERRITT, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding Division. 


Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Hdgqrs. Cavalry, Middle Military Division. 


ADDENDA. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, October 24, 1864. 
Brevet Major-General Merrirt, U.S. Volunteers, 
Comdg. First Cav. Div., de., Sheridan's army, Strasburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing schedule of property and prisoners captured by the Second Bri- 
gade (Bvt. Brig. Gen. T. C. Devin), First Cavalry Division (Brevet 
Major-General Merritt), in the battle near Strasburg, Va., October 19, 
1864, which schedule was delivered by Captain White, brigade in- 
spector: 22 pieces of artillery, 8 caissons, 30 ambulances, 29 army 
wagons, 117 horses, 143 mules, 2 stand of colors, 1 guidon, 353 prisoners, 
and a large number of small-arms. 

The Secretary of War is well pleased to have this new occasion to 
present the acknowledgments of the Department and of the country to 
the officers and men who have achieved such glorious victories. 

I am, sir, &c., 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
October 31, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: With extreme gratification I acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 24th instant, mentioning the schedule of captures 
made by the First Cavalry Division in the battle of Middletown on the 
19th instant, and expressing the “acknowledgment of the War Depart- 
ment and of the country tothe officers and men who have achieved such 
glorious victories.” The division which I have the honor to command 
is justly proud of its many successes and the ready recognition of its 
services by the War Department. 

The captures made by this division in the battle of the 19th instant 
and subsequent pursuit are as follows: 3 battle-flags and 1 guidon, 22 
pieces of artillery, 8 caissons, 37 ambulances, 29 wagons, 95 horses and 
harness, 141 mules and harness, 389 prisoners (including 6 commissioned 
officers). 

The following property was destroyed on the same occasion, viz: 
12 army wagons, 28 ambulances, 81 stand of arms, 2 caissons, 


Cuap. LV.) THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 453 


The property captured was duly turned into army headquarters, and 
the provost-marshal of this division has receipts for the same from the 
provost-marshal of the army. It has all been forwarded, except that 
appropriated for the use of the army, to Washington City. 

It may not be amiss to mention in this connection that during the 
present campaign in the Valley the First Cavalry Division has cap- 
tured 14 battle-tlags, 29 pieces of artillery, 18 caissons, over 100 wagons 
and ambulances, nearly 2,000 prisoners of war, including 122 commis- 
sioned officers. Since the lst of May the command has captured 3,004 
prisoners of war. 

The above data furnishes evidence of a record upon which both offi- 
cers and men of this command have a right to felicitate themselves. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
November 4, 1864. 


Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps, Mid. Mil. Div.: 

MAJoR: Since writing the above my attention has been called toa 
congratulatory order which appears in the newspapers over the signa- 
ture of Brig. Gen. G. A. Custer, commanding Third Cavalry Division, 
in which he claims that forty-five of the forty-eight guns captured in 
the battle of Middletown on the 19th ultimo were taken by the Third 
Division. I had before heard from different sources that such claims 
were made by officers of the Third Division, but took no notice of them, 
as I did not think it possible, from what I knew of the pursuit of the 
enemy on the south side of Cedar Creek, that such anfounded assertions 
as were current could receive the support or indorsement of General 
Custer. But since this official recognition of over-weening greed of 
some of the Third Division for the rightful captures of my command I 
think it my duty to my officers and men to declare the statement 
alluded to above as without foundation in truth. Furthermore, I state 
positively that the number of guns, twenty-two, with caissons, wagons, 
ambulances, &c., turned in by this division to army headquarters by 
positive orders were all captured by this division, and that the provost- 
marshal ofthe division has receipts for the same. I have no personal 
ambition to gratify in this matter. I left the field after dark about the 
same time General Custer left. I did so in consequence of orders from 
cavalry headquarters, which orders were to send but one brigade over 
the creek, holding the Reserve Brigade on the north bank. This order 
sent to the Reserve Brigade did not reach it until it had gone well on 
to Strasburg, and it therefore assisted by its presence in making the 
capture above spoken of. It also brought in and turned over prisoners 
taken in Strasburg. If there was no positive proof of the truth of the 
above statements, there is ample presumptive evidence in the fact that 
this division lost almost as many in killed and wounded on the south 
side of Cedar Creek as the Third Division lost during the entire day. 
Forty-five out of forty-eight guns are scarcely captured usually without 
loss, while the remaining three are productive of more bloodshed than 
that experienced by an entire division of cavalry in a pitch-battle. I 
make this statement in justice to the living as well as to the dead heroes 
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of the First Cavalry Division. True, as some friends urge, the division 
has enough glory for any one command, but not enough not to feel such 
wholesale robbery as is attempted to be practiced on it 1n this instance. 

1 would remark, in conclusion, that it is possible General Custer did 
not write the order attributed to him in the newspapers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


No. 136. 


Report of Brig. Gen. George A. Custer, U. 8. Army, commanding First 
Brigade, of operations September 19. 


Hpars. First BRIGADE, First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
September 28, 1864. 


I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by 
my brigade in the engagement of the 19th instant near Winchester: 

In compliance with instructions from division headquarters, my com- 
mand was in readiness to move fromits encampment near Summit Point 
at 2 o’clock on the morning of the 19th. It being the intention to reach 
the Opequon, some five miles distant, before daylight, the march was 
begun soon after 2 a. in. and conducted by the most direct route across 
the country, independent of roads. My brigade moved in advance of 
the division and reached the vicinity of the Opequon before daylight 
and unobserved by the enemy, whose pickets were posted along the 
opposite bank. Massing my command in rear of a belt of woods and 
opposite a ford, situated about three miles from the point at which the 
railroad crosses the stream, I waited the arrival of the division com- 
mander and the remainder of the division. At daylight I received 
orders to move to a ford one mile and a half up the stream and there 
attempt a crossing. This movement was also made beyond the view 
of the enemy, and my command was massed opposite the point desig- 
nated in rear of a range of hills overlooking the Opequon. Owing to 
a reconnaissance made at this point by our forces a few days previous 
the enemy were found on the alert, thereby destroying all hopes of 
securing possession of the ford by surprise. Two regiments, the Twen- 
ty-fifth New York and Seventh Michigan, both under command of that 
reliable soldier, Lieutenant-Colonel Brewer, of the Seventh Michigan, 
were selected to charge across the ford and obtain possession of the 
rifle-pits of the enemy upon the opposite bank. By request of the 
senior officer of the Twenty-tifth New York Cavalry, that regiment was 
placed in advance and both regiments moved under cover of a hill as 
near to the ford as possible without being exposed to the fire of the 
enemy. At the same time the Sixth Michigan Cavalry, Colonel Kidd 
commanding, advanced, dismounted, to the crest overlooking the ford 
and engaged the enemy upon the opposite bank. Everything prom- 
ised success and the order was given for the column commanded by 
Colonel Brewer to charge. Accordingly both regiments moved rapidly 
toward the ford; the advance of the Twenty-fifth New York reached 
the water, when the enemy, from a well-covered rifle-pit opposite the 
crossing, opened a heavy fire upon our advance and succeeded in re. 
pulsing the head of the column, whose conduct induced the entire por. 
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tion of the command to give way in considerable confusion. No re- 
sponsibility for this repulse could be attached to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Brewer, who had left nothing undone calculated to insure success. Giv- 
ing him orders to reform his command under cover of the ridge or hills 
before mentioned, and directing Colonel Kidd to engage the attention of 
the enemy asclosely as possible, while such disposition of adetachment of 
sharpshooters was made as to quiet that portion of the enemy lodged in 
the rifle-pits covering the ford, the First Michigan Cavalry, Colonel Stagg 
commanding, which had been held in reserve, was ordered to accomplish 
what two regiments had unsuccessfully attempted. No time was lost, 
but aided by the experience of the command which preceded it, the 
First Michigan Cavalry secured a good position near the ford, from 
which Colonel Stagg, detaching two squadrons as an advance guard, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, one of the most dashing and intrepid 
officers of the service, ordered the charge, and under cover of the heavy 
fire poured in by the Sixth Michigan, gained a footing upon the oppo- 
site bank, capturing the rifle-pits and a considerable number of prison- 
ers. ‘The enemy retired about one mile from the ford in the direction 
of Winchester and took position behind a heavy line of earth-works, 
protected in addition by a formidable cheval-de-frise. My entire com- 
mand was moved to the south bank of the stream and placed in position 
along the ridge just vacated by the enemy. About this time a battery 
of horse artillery, under command of Lieutenant Taylor, reported to me 
and was immediately ordered into position within range of the enemy’s 
works. Prisoners captured at the ford represented themselves as be- 
longing to Breckinridge’s corps, and stated that this corps, with Breci:n- 
ridge in command, was posted behind the works confronting us. Deem- 
ing this information reliable, as the results of the day proved it to be, 
I contented myself with annoying the enemy with artillery and skir- 
mmishers until the other brigades of the division, having effected a cross- 
ing at a ford lower down, established connection with my left. Acting 
in conjunction with a portion of Colonel Lowell’s brigade, an advance of 
the First and Seventh Michigan and Twenty-fifth New York was ordered 
to test the strength and numbers of theenemy. This movement called 
forth from the enemy a heavy fire from his batteries. It failed, however, 
to inflict serious damage. Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, who headed the 
charging column, as was his custom, succeeded in piercing the enemy’s 
line of infantry and reaching to within a few feet of their artillery. 
Overwhelming numbers alone forced him to relinquish the intent of their 
capture, and he retired after inflicting a severe loss upon the enemy. 
This advance, while clearly developing the strength and position of 
the enemy, was not without loss on our part. Among those whose gal- 
lantry on. this occasion was conspicuous was Lieutenant Jackson, of the 
First Michigan Cavalry, who, while among the foremost in the charge, 
received a wound which carried away his arm and afterward proved 
mortal. He was a young officer of great promise, and one whose loss 
was severely felt. At this time the engagement along the center and left 
of our line was being contested with the utmost energy upon both sides, 
as could be determined both by the heavy firing of artillery and of 
small-arms. While it was known to be impossible to carry the position 
in my front with the force at my disposal, it was deemed important to 
detain as large a portion of the enemy in our front as possible and thus 
prevent a re-enforcement of other parts of their line. With this object 
in view, as great a display of our forces was kept up as circumstances 
would allow. At the same time skirmishing was continued with little 
or no loss on either side. From the configuration of the ground, the 
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enemy was enabled to move or mass troops in rear of his position, unseen 
by my command. LHither detecting our intention of delaying him, or re- 
ceiving orders to this effect, he abandoned the position in our front and 
withdrew toward our left. In the absence of instructions I ordered a 
general advance, intending, if not opposed, to move beyond the enemy’s 
left flank and strike him in reverse. I directed my advance toward . 
Stephenson’s Depot and met with no enemy until two miles of that 
point, where I encountered Lomax’s division of cavalry, which at that 
time was engaged with Averell’s division, advancing on my right on 
the Martinsburg pike. Our appearance was unexpected and produced 
such confusion upon the part of the enemy, that though charged repeat- 
edly by inferior numbers, they at no time waited for us to approach 
within pistol range, but broke and fled. Soon after a junction was 
formed with General Averell on my right, which with the connection 
on my left made our line unbroken. At this time five brigades of 
cavalry were moving on parallel lines; most, if not all, of the brigades 
moved by brigade frout, regiments being in parallel columns or squad- 
rons. One continuous and heavy fire of skirmishers covered the 
advance, using only the carbine, while the line of brigades as _ they 
advanced across the open country, the bands playing the national airs, 
presented in the sunlight one moving mass of glittering sabers. This, 
combined with the various and bright-colored banners and battle-flags, 
intermingled here and there with the plain blue uniforms cf the troops, 
furnished one of the most inspiring as well as imposing scenes of martial 
grandeur ever witnessed upon a battle-field. No encouragement was 
required to inspirit either man or horse. On the contrary, it was 
necessary to check the ardor of both until the time for action should 
arrive. The enemy had effected a. junction of his entire cavalry force, 
composed of the divisions of Lomax and Fitzhugh Lee; they were 
formed across the Martinsburg and Winchester pike, about three miles 
from the latter place. Concealed by an open pine forest they awaited 
our approach. No obstacles to the successful maneuvering of large 
bodies of cavalry were encountered; even the forests were so open 
as to offer little or no hinderance to a charging column. Upon our 
left and in plain view could be seen the struggle now raging between 
the infantry lines of each army, while at various points columns of 
light-colored smoke showed that the artillery of neither side was idle. 
At that moment it seemed as if no perceptible advantage could be 
claimed by either, but that the fortunes of the day might be decided 
by one of those incidents or accidents of the battle-field which, though 
insignificant in themselves, often go far toward deciding the fate of 
nations. Such must have been the impression of the officers and men 
composing the five brigades advancing to the attack. The enemy 
wisely chose not to receive our attack at a halt, but advanced from the 
wood and charged our line of skirmishers. The cavalry were then so 
closely connected that a separate account of the operations of a single 
brigade or regiment is almostimpossible. Our skirmishers were forced 
back and a portion of my brigade was pushed back to their support. 
The enemy relied wholly upon the carbine and pistol; my men pre- 
ferred the saber. A short but closely contested struggle ensued, 
which resulted in the repulse of the enemy. Many prisoners were 
taken, and quite a number on both sides left on the field. Driving the 
enemy through the woods in his rear the pursuit was taken up with 
vigor, The enemy dividing his columns from necessity, our forces did 
likewise. The division of General Averell moved on the right of the 
pike and gave its attention to a small force of the enemy which was 
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directing its retreat toward the commanding heights west of the town. 
My command, by agreement with General Averell, took charge of all 
forces of the enemy on the pike and those in the immediate vicinity of 
the ground to its left. Other portions of the First Division made a 
detour still further to my left, so that which had lately been one 
unbroken line was now formed into several columns of pursuit, each 
with a special and select object in view. Within three-quarters of a 
mile from the point where the enemy had made his last stand he 
rallied a portion of his forces. His line was formed beyond a small 
ditch, which he no doubt supposed would break if not wholly oppose 
an attacking column. Under most circumstances such might have been 
the case, but with men inspired with a foretaste of victory greater 
obstacles must be interposed. Without designating any particular 
regiment the charge was sounded, and portions of all the regiments 
composing my brigade joined in the attack. The volleys delivered by 
the enemy were not sufiicient to check the attacking column, and again 
was the enemy driven before us, this time seeking safety in rear of his 
line of infantry. Here he reformed for his last attack to check our 
advance. The batteries of the enemy were now enabled to reach us, 
an advantage they were not slow to improve. At this time a battery 
of the enemy, with apparently but little support, was being withdrawn. 
My command, owing to the repeated charges, had become badly broken, 
rendering it impossible to avail myself of the services of a single organ- 
ized regiment. With detachments of each regiment a charge was or- 
dered upon the battery, which but for the extreme smallness of our 
numbers would have proved successful. Lieutenant Lonsbury, Fifth 
Michigan Cavalry, with great daring, advanced with a handful of men 
to within a few paces of the battery, and was only prevented from cap- 
turing it by an infantry support, hitherto concealed and outnumbering 
him. Sergeant Barber, clerk at headquarters, distinguished himself in 
this charge as my color bearer. He carried the colors in advance of 
the charging column and was conspicuous throughout the engagement 
until severely wounded in the latter part of the day. It being necessary 
to reform my regiments before a farther advance, advantage was taken 
of a slight ridge of ground within 1,000 yards of the enemy’s line of bat- 
tle. Behind this ridge and protected from the enemy’s fire I formed as 
many of my men as could be hastily collected. The guns which had 
been annoying us on our right were now charged and taken by the 
First and Fifth Regular Cavalry. This gave us possession of a portion 
of the main line of the enemy’s fortifications. At the same time our 
infantry on the left and center had, after our success on the right, been 
enabled to drive the enemy and were now forcing him toward the town. 
Still determined to contest our farther advance, the enemy now con- 
tracted his lines. This gave me an opportunity to move my brigade to 
a small crest within 500 yards of the enemy’s position. This movement 
was entirely unobserved by him, his attention being drawn toward the 
heavy lines of our infantry now advancing in open view far to our left. 
At this moment I received an order from the division commander to 
charge the enemy with my entire brigade. Having personally examined 
the situation and knowing that a heavy force of the enemy was lying 
down behind their works, facts of which I knew the division commander 
was ignorant, I respectfully requested that I might be allowed to select 
my own time for making the charge. My reasons for this course were 
that I was convinced the advance of our infantry on the center and left 
would compel the force in my front to shift its position to the rear and 
the most favorable moment to strike it would be after this movement 
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had commenced, not while they were awaiting us in rear of their works. 
My opinions were verified. Watching the enemy until his force had 
risen from behind their works and commenced the retrograde inove- 
ment, I gave the order to my command to charge. The order was 
obeyed with zeal and alacrity upon the part of all. The First, Fifth, 

Sixth, and Seventh Michigan, with a portion of the Twenty-fifth New 
York, advanced in one line; most of the command using the saber alone. 
Officers and men seemed to vie with each other as to who should lead. 
Among those in advance my personal attention was attracted to Colonel 
Stagg, commanding First Michigan, Lieutenant-Colonel Brewer, com- 
manding Seventh Michigan, also Captain Warner, of the same regi- 
ment; to Colonel Kidd, commanding Sixth Michigan, and to Colonel 
Hastings, commanding Fifth Michigan. Each of these officers led 
their regiments with most commendable valor. The enemy upon our 
approach turned and delivered a well-directed volley of mnusketry, but 
before a second discharge could be given my command was in their 
midst, sabering right and left, capturing prisoners more rapidly than 
they could be disposed of. Further resistance upon the part of those 
immediately opposed to us was suspended. A few batteries posted on 
the heights near the town continued to fire into our midst, fortunately 
killing more of their own men than of ours. This fire was silenced, 
however, as we advanced toward them. Nothing now remained but to 
collect the prisoners and other trophies of the victory. No further 
resistance was offered. The charge just made had decided the day, and 
the entire body of the enemy not killed or captured was in full retreat 
up the Valley. Many of the prisoners cut off by my command fell into 
the hands of the infantry, whose advance soon reached the ground. My 
command, however, which entered the charge about 500 strong, includ- 
ing but 36 officers, captured over 700 prisoners, including 52 officers, 
also 7 battle-flags, 2 caissons, and a large number of small-arms. It is 
confidently believed that, considering the relative numbers engaged and 
the comparative advantage held on each side, the charge just described, 
stands unequaled, valued according to its daring and success, in the 
history of this war. Night put an end to the pursuit, and this brigade 
bivouacked on the left of the Valley pike, three miles from the battle- 
field. Our loss was by no means trifling. A numerical list of casual- 
ties has been already forwarded. Among the gallant dead who fell on 
that day is Captain North, of the Fifth Michigan Cavalry, whose 
bravery has rendered him conspicuous on scores of battle-fields. 

é It is with the deepest regret that I record the death of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Brewer, of the Seventh Michigan, who fell at the moment of 
victory, while leading his regiment in the final charge. I believe I am 
correct in stating that he fell farthest in advance of those who on that 
day surrendered their lives in their country’s cause. Possessed of 
ability, qualifying him for much higher positions than those he filled, 
he was invariably selected to command expeditions involving danger 
and requiring experience, daring, and sagacity, and invariably did he 
perform the duty assigned him with credit to himself and to the satis- 
faction of his commanding officers. Known and respected by all his 
brother officers, his memory will always be cherished by every member 
of this command. And of him all will say he was a soldier sans peur 
et sans reproche, 

Instances of personal daring and gallantry during the engagement 
were humerous and deserving of particular mention, but it is impracti- 
cable to inelude this list in a report of this character. A few have been 
referred to, having impressed themselves upon my personal notice at 
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thetime. | will only add in this connection that both officers and men 
did their duty, and not a single case of misbehavior occurred through- 
out the entire engagement. The assistance derived {from the zealous 
and persevering eftorts of the members of my staff deserve to be 
recorded. My orders were transmitted with accuracy and celerity, fre- 
quently delivered under a heavy fire. Of the numerous charges made 
by my command there were none that were not participated in by one 
or more of my staff. They were particularly energetic in rallying and 
reforming regiments broken or repulsed in the charge. The following- 
named staff officers distinguished themselves: Maj. George A. Drew, 
Sixth Michigan Cavalry, acting assistant inspector-general; Capt. L. W. 
Barnhart, Sixth Michigan Cavalry, acting assistant adjutant-general; 
Capt. E. F. Decker, First Michigan Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp; Lieut. 
G. 8. White, Fifth Michigan Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp. 

Surgeon Wooster, First Michigan Cavalry, was extremely attentive 
to the wants of the wounded, and discharged his duties with marked 
success. 

Respectfully submitted. 

G. A. CUSTER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Capt. A. E. DANA, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division Cavalry. 


No. 137. 


Report of Col. James H, Kidd, Sixth Michigan Cavalry, commanding 
First Brigade, of operations September 26-October 27. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH MICHIGAN CAVALRY, 
November 8, 1864. 


CapTratIn: In compliance with instructions from Brevet Major-Gen- 
eral Merritt, | have the honor to submit the following report of oper- 
ations of the First Brigade, First Division Cavalry, from September 26 
to October 27, inclusive, during which time I was in command: 

On the morning of 26th of September, Brigadier-General Custer hav- 
ing been assigned to the command of Averell’s division, I was directed 
by him to assume command of the brigade, which I did, and proceeded 
with the division to Port Republic, having the advance until connec- 
tion was made with General Devin’s (Second) Brigade. Arriving at 
Port Republic I was ordered by the general commanding division to send 
two regiments across the Shenandoah to capture small parties of the 
enemy who were in sight. The Sixth and Seventh Michigan Cavalry, 
commanded by Major Deane and Major Darling, respectively, were 
sent, and charged the enemy until they encountered a largely superior 
force of cavalry and infantry, which was massed at a convenient dis- 
tance and under cover, disclosing only enough to invite an attack. 
Having made such dispositions of the regiments as to prevent a flank 
movement, which was attempted, I held the line the entire day and 
picketed it during the night. Martin’s (Sixth New York) battery was in 
position and aided in checking the enemy after our charge was repulsed. 
The Fifth Michigan Cavalry was on picket, the First in reserve. 

September 27, ordered to Cross Keys; went into camp near that place 
at night, Sixth Michigan on picket. 28th, drew in my picket-line and 
moved to Port Republic; remained there (with Seventh Michigan Cav- 
alry on picket) until the 29th, when marched in rear of the division, the 
Sixth Michigan deployed as skirmishers, with orders to burn all barns, 
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&ce.; the Fifth Michigan Cavalry (Major Hastings), marched on the left, 
via Piedmont, to Mount Crawford, where the entire brigade went into 
camp, having destroyed a large amount of property and driven in a 
‘arge number of cattle and other stock. Seventh Michigan Cavalry 
left on duty at Port Republic. 30th, moved camp; the Lwenty-fifth 
New York Cavalry on duty at Conrad’s Ferry; Seventh Michigan at 
Port Republic; two squadrons (First and Sixth Michigan) on picket in 
front of brigade. : 

October 1, remained in camp; Fifth Michigan sent to Port Republic, 
and while there made two reconnaissances through Brown’s Gap. 2d, 
attacked and fell back in conjunction with the force on right of the 
brigade. 3d, ordered to Cross Keys; picket-line extended by patrol 
to Conrad’s Ferry, a distance of twenty-five miles; three regiments 
constantly on duty. 4th and 5th, ditto, 6th, marched to Timberville, 
via Harrisonburg, from whence, on the 7th, to Woodstock. 

The 8th, marched, the Fifth Michigan Cavalry in rear, acting as rear 
guard, to Fisher’s Hill; slight skirmishing all day with Major Hastings’ 
rear guard. At Fisher’s Hill received orders from the general command. 
ing division to drive back the force following, if possible. The Sixth 
Michigan Cavalry, commanded by Major Deane, supported by the 
Seventh Michigan Cavalry (Major Darling), drove the enemy at a run 
as far as Woodstock. Here they were re-enforced, and I deemed it 
prudent to withdraw, the Fifth Michigan Cavalry (Major Hastings) hay- 
ing the rear. About one mile from Tom’s Brook I halted (the enemy 
not having made his appearance). The Seventh was sent to make a 
demonstration in favor of General Custer, while the Fifth Michigan 
picketed the road toward Woodstock. The enemy was soon discovered 
charging with heavy columns on either side and on the pike, supporting 
an unusually strong skirmish line. I directed the Sixth Michigan and 
Twenty-fifth New York to move back and take up the position on Tom’s 
Brook, while the First Michigan remained to support the Fifth Mich- 
igan, which I ordered to fall back slowly to the same point. I cannot 
speak in terms of too great praise of the gallantry of Major Hastings 
and the officers and men of his command, who three times repulsed des- 
perate charges made by a greatly superior force of the enemy; nor of the 
squadron of the First Michigan Cavalry, commanded by Capt. Charles 
Shier. According to the testimony of citizens and negroes, the force 
which attacked that night consisted of two brigades of cavalry with 
artillery. Having taken the position at Tom’s Brook, and brought up 
one section of Martin’s battery, | made preparations to hold that posi- 
tion. The enemy not pressing the attack, | ordered Major Birge, with 
one battalion of the Sixth Michigan Cavalry, to advance and recon- 
noiter their position. He found the enemy posted near the point where 
their charge wasrepulsed. On account of darkness, and order to recross 
Tom’s Brook, no attack was made that night. 

On the morning of the 9th, this brigade having the advance, I was 
ordered to make an attack on the flank of the force confronting the 
Third Division, commanded by Brigadier-General Custer. The attack 
was made and vigorously followed up by the Sixth and Seventh Mich- 
igan and Twenty-fifth New York Regiments, the Fifth Michigan sup- 
porting the battery, the First Michigan on picket. The enemy was 
driven a distance of two miles. An attempt made by several organized 
regiments to charge my line was handsomely repulsed by the Seventh 
Michigan Cavalry and the enemy scattered in confusion. Receiving 
orders to halt until the brigade on my left, which was at first repulsed, 
had come up, I was unable to press the pursuit until the enemy had 
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made his escape to the two roads between which my line rested. From 
Woodstock, hearing heavy firing in that direction, I went to the right, 
arriving near the “ Furnace” simultaneously with General Custer’s 
skirmish line. The First Michigan Cavalry, I was informed, did good 
service In supporting the flank of the Reserve Brigade. 

October 10, in camp at Fisher’s Hill. 11th, fell back to Cedar Creek. 
12th, 13th, and 14th, in camp. 15th, moved in advance of division to 
Front Royal. 16th, turned to camp. 17th and 18th, in camp. 

October 19, the picket-line of the Seventh Michigan Cavalry was 
driven in; the entire brigade moved out to the support. Found the 
enemy strongly posted with artillery; was ordered back and ultimately 
took position on the extreme left of the army. My left was not sup- 
ported by General Powell’s division. That the First Brigade was en- 
gaged that day the casualties bear witness. One stand of colors and 
many prisoners were captured. Darkness intervened to prevent per- 
fect success. Kershaw’s division,’ which confronted us, was utterly 
broken and scattered. The First Michigan Cavalry, commanded by 
Capt. A. W. Duggan, the Fifth Michigan, commanded by Maj. S. H. 
Hastings, the Sixth, by Maj. C. W. Deane, and the Seventh by ?‘ajor 
Darling, all deserve speciai mention. They never behaved with more 
consummate gallantry. I have to regret the loss of Capt. Charles 
Shier, First Michigan Cavalry, who was mortally wounded while leading 
a charge. <A gallant officer, a polished scholar, and an accomplished 
gentleman, his loss is keenly felt by all who knew him. 

October 20, moved with division, to Woodstock. 21st to 24th, except 
detail for picket and reconnaissances, no duty assigned to the brigade. 
25th, I received orders to move through Little Fort Valley and attempt 
to attack the enemy in flank at Milford. After having lost about two 
hours by a misunderstanding in regard to the roads I found the passage 
through the mountains so obstructed that, in my own opinion and that 
of every officer whom I consulted, it was impossible to accomplish 
anything that day. This fact I reported to the general commanding 
division and also to the chief of cavalry, and received orders to return 
tocamp. 26th, I was relieved from command by order of the chief of 
eavalry. 

In closing this report I would tender thanks to the officers and men 
of this command who gave me cordial co-operation and support in what 
I attempted to do. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. KIDD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. A. E. DANA, : 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Cavalry Division, Mid. Mil. Div. 


No. 138. 


Report of Col. Peter Stagg, First Michigan Cavalry, of operations Sep- 
tember 1-30. 


Hpgrs. Frrst MIcHIGAN CAVALRY VETERAN VOLS., 
October 15, i864. 
Sir: In compliance with circular orders, I have the honor to submit 
the following report of the operations of this regiment for the month of 
September, 1864, from the regimental diary of the acting adjutant: 
September 1 found us in camp near Berryville, Va. September 2, 
marched at 6a. m. toward Charlestown and halted two miles from Rippon 
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Corners, from whence we were ordered out on picket. The picket. line 
was drawn in at 9 p. m., and the regiment returned with the brigade tc 
Berryville, Va., consuming the most of the night in the march. Sep- 
tember 3, marched 6 a. m. to corners west of White Post, and finding the 
enemy flanking to our left and rear, returned to one mile north of White 
Post and encamped. September 4, marched 6 a. m. in the direction ot 
Charlestown; met the enemy at Berryville, where they shelled the 
advance of the column, killing one man and wounding two others of 
Company F. A slight skirmish ensued, but, flanking to the right, the 
brigade marched within our infantry lines, which were posted at the 
cross-roads, one mile and a half east of Berryville. September 5, made 
a reconnaissance to the right and front; found the enemy’s lines on the 
Opequon Run. September 6, lay in camp. September 7, moved camp 
to another field on the left. September 8, went-out on a reconnaissance 
under command of Maj. Thomas M. Howrigan, with orders to burn the 
mills at Locke’s Ford, but finding the enemy quite strong, returned to 
camp without executing the order; the regiment was then sent out on 
picket. September 9, remained on picket. September 10, relieved from 
picket and returned to camp. September ll and 12, layincamp. Sep- 
tember 13, went out on a reconnaissance with brigade to the Opequon 
Run, near Locke’s Ford. September 14, moved cainp halfa mile. Sep- 
tember 15 to 17, lay in camp. September 18, regiment was inspected 
by Brigadier-General Custer and complimented upon their general 
appearance. 

September 19, marched 2 a. m. with the brigade to Locke’s Ford, there 
found and attacked the enemy-at 7 a. m., whom, after quite a skirmish, 
we dislodged, and crossed the stream. Found the enemy had fallen 
back to a strong position about a mile farther back; part of the regiment 
was deployed upon the skirmish line, which, after the enemy’s lines 
were ascertained, the whole of the First and Fifth Michigan Cavalry 
charged, and after a very severe fire was repulsed. About one hour 
later the brigade advanced and found the enemy falling back toward 
Winchester, whom we pursued rapidly, driving them before us and 
capturing some prisoners. About three miles from Winchester, Va., 
the enemy formed two regiments en masse and charged the skirmish 
line of the Regular Brigade, forcing back their line. This regiment 
charged upon them, scattering and pursuing them nearly a mile. The 
brigade then coming up the whole pushed forward toward Winchester, 
charging the rebel cavalry twice more, and last of all the rebel infantry, 
capturing and killing very many, which closed the day, giving a com- 
plete victory to the Union army. During the day the regiment was in 
five different charges, in three of which it was completely successful, 
but suffering a loss of one ofticer killed, Maj, Melvin Brewer, command- 
ing the Seventh Michigan Cavalry, and three wounded—Capt. Amasa 
K. Matthews, Company I, Lieut. Albert T. Jackson, commanding Com- 
pany I’, and Lieut. Henry Beach, acting adjutant—and 6 enlisted men 
killed and 30 wounded. The brigade then pushed on in pursuit of the 
enemy, with the division, as far as Kernstown, Va. 

September 20, marched 6 a, m., via Newtown and Middletown, across 
Cedar Run, to heights overlooking Strasburg, Va., from thence two miles 
to the right and rear on Capon Springs road and encamped. September 
21, marched 7 a.m. to Front Royal, Va. September 22, marched 1.30 a. 
mn., crossed to north side of South Branch of the Shenandoah and moved 
up the stream to opposite Allen’s Cross-Roads; there recrossed the river 
and marched to Allen’s Cross-Roads, thence to Milford; brigade sup- 
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porting the Third Division, Cavalry Corps, which had an engagement 
at that place with the enemy; at dark retired to Allen’s Cross-Roads and 
encamped. September 23, marched 7 a.m., via Front Royal, to Cedarville 
andencamped. Received dispatches from General Sheridan of the battle 
of Fisher’s Hill and of the defeat of the rebels, and marched to intercept 
their retreat, via Front Royal to Milford. September 24, marched 7 a.m. 
to Luray, meeting Imboden’s brigade of cavalry at Yager’s Mills, on 
Hawksbill Creek, which the brigade engaged, charged, and routed. 
This regiment in the van captured 46 prisoners, 30 horses, and killed 
and wounded a number of their men, pursuing them on the charge 
nearly three miles. From thence marched to New Market Gap and to 
the summit of the mountain, where finding our own pickets, returned 
to the base again and encamped. In this engagement two enlisted 
men were wounded. September 25, marched 7.30 a.m. to New Market, 
and from thence to within a mile of Harrisonburg. September 26, 
suffered the most severe loss of the campaign, General Custer being 
relieved and put in command of the Third Division, Cavalry Corps; 
Colonel Kidd, Sixth Michigan Cavalry, assumed command. Marched 
5.50, via Harrisonburg, to Port Republic; found and engaged the enemy, 
forcing them back quite a distance; regiment supported the battery. 
September 27, marched 2.15 p. m. to Cross Keys and awaited en masse 
until sundown; no enemy appearing, fell back to cross-roads near Mas- 
sanutten Mountain and encamped. September 28, marched at 5 a. m. 
on a reconnaissance toward Port Republic; found a dismounted line of 
rebel pickets, supposed to be infantry, and, after a slight skirmish, 
returned to camp. In the afternoon marched to Port Republic and 
took possession of the town, the enemy having suddenly evacuated. 
September 29, marched 11 a.m. the most direct route to Mount Craw- 
ford, driving stock and burning all forage by the way. September 30, 
moved camp down the river one mile. 

During the month the regiment marched, exclusive of picket duty 
and detached duty of squadrons, 251 miles. 

Respectfully submitted. 

PETER STAGG, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. CHARLES H. SAFFORD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Report of Col. James H, Kidd, Sixth Michigan Cavalry, of operations 
August 3-October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH MICHIGAN CAVALRY, 
December 17, 1864. 

JENSRAL: I have the honor to submit the following brief résumé of 
operations of this command for the year embraced between the dates 
November 1, 1863, and November 1, 1864: 

On the 3d of August the regiment embarked on transports at City 
Point, arriving at Washington on the 6th, and marched thence, via 
Poolesville and Harpevr’s Ferry, to Halltown, reaching the latter place 
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on the morning of the 10th in time to join in the advance of the new 
army of the Middle Military Division, under its new commander. On 
the morning of the 11th marched at daylight; took up a position be: 
yond the Opequon Creek toward Winchester. A section of Ransom S 
battery was charged upon by the enemy. Capt. James Mathers, with 
one battalion of the Sixth Michigan Cavalry, happening to be at hand, 
repulsed the charge and saved the battery, at the sacrifice, however, 
of his own life. He was instantly killed while urging his men forward. 
12th, was ordered by General Custer to reconnoiter the enemy’s 
position beyond Cedar Creek. Found him in strong force and no 
attack was made by the cavalry on the position. 13th, 14th, in camp. 
15th, moved to Cedarville. On the 16th the First Cavalry Division 
was attacked in their camp near Front Royal by Kershaw’s division of 
infantry and Fitz Lee’s division of cavalry. In the bloody repulse 
given the enemy only one battaiion of this regiment participated, the 
other being several miles distant at the time guarding a ford. The 
Second Battalion, commanded by Capt. H. H. Vinton (subsequently 
major and now lieutenant-colonel), constituting the skirmish line in 
front of the brigade, repulsed the first attack made by the enemy’s 
cavalry, and afterward made two charges, capturing many prisoners. 
The time from the 16th to the 25th was consumed in a retrograde 
movement, finally bringing up at Shepherdstown. 25th, fought the 
battles of Kearneysville and Shepherdstown, where the Michigan 
Brigade, cut off from all support and surrounded by the enemy’s infan- 
try and cavalry, was rescued by the genius of its commander and the 
intrepidity of its men. Of the men of this regiment who came, of 
course, under my particular notice, not a man left the ranks or betrayed 
a sign of weakness or fear when the enemy were assailing us in front 
and on both flanks, with a river in rear, the fords of which were sup- 
posed to be in possession of the enemy. So unflinchingly did they 
face the danger that the enemy dared not charge our line, but suffered 
us Slowly to retire to a ford, the existence of which was known to Gen- 
eral Custer alone. That officer afterward said that if he had found the 
enemy at the ford as he apprehended, he had determined to break 
through their lines in the direction of Shepherdstown. From this 
perilous position we escaped without the loss of a man captured, and 
our wounded were all brought off. 

From the 25th of August to the 18th of September the regiment was 
engaged in the fights at Leetown and Smithfield; made three recon- 
naissances, encountering the enemy each time and being under fire; 
acted once as escort for General Sheridan, and had one chase after 
Mosby’s guerrillas, wounding an officer of his command, who was cap- 
tured, and was with General Sheridan during all the marchings and 
counter-marchings which characterized the earlier part of the Shenan- 
doah campaign. 

On the 19th of September this regiment, at Seivers’ Ford, on Opequon 
Creek, was dismounted and ordered by General Custer to dislodge the 
enemy from their position on the opposite bank and open the way for 
the brigade to cross. The enemy was strongly posted behind breast:- 
works of rails in such a manner as to completely command the ford. 
For an eighth of a mile before reaching the ford the country was open. 
Across this space the regiment charged, exposed to a galling fire. 
When reaching temporary shelter, a halt was made to reform the line. 
When the advance was again ordered the enemy fell back precipitately, 
a force having come up from another direction to threaten his flank. 
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Having effected a crossing, the brigade pushed on to Winchester, 
reaching which point we soon became engaged with rebel cavalry and 
infantry. Three charges were made by the regiment—in the first we 
assisted in routing the rebel cavalry; in the second we were repulsed 
by rebel infantry, and in the third charge made by that portion of the 
brigade which had rallied, led by Genera Custer in person, this regi- 
ment alone captured more prisoners than it had men engaged. Seven 
officers had their horses shot under them on the field. 

From 19th to 23d, in pursuit of Early’s army. 24th, overtook 
Wickham’s brigade of rebel cavalry in the Luray Valley and charged 
on the left of the brigade line, assisting in routing the enemy. 26th, 
crossed the Shenandoah at Port Republic. The regiment charged on 
a rebel wagon train near Brown’s Gap, but finding itself confronted by 
Early’s whole army, very judiciously failed to capture the train. 

From the 26th of September to the 26th of October the regiment was 
commanded by Maj. Charles W. Deane. During that time the regiment 
made several reconnaissances, acted as escort for General Sheridan three 
times, and fought three battles. On the evening of the 8th of October I 
was ordered by General Merritt to drive the force which had been har- 
rassing our rear in the retrograde movement from Harrisonburg back 
to Woodstock, a distance of six miles. Giving the Sixth Michigan the 
advance, I succeeded in doing this. The enemy were driven at a jump 
the entire distance. They made several attempts to charge the regi- 
ment, but were repulsed each time. On the 9th I was ordered to open 
the ball by attacking the flank of a very strong cavalry [force] which 
confronted General Custer. This attack was made with great impet- 
uosity by the Sixth and Seventh Michigan, but as this report has only 
to do with one regiment, I will omit all mention of the very gallant 
part taken in this fight by the Seventh Michigan, and the splendid gal- 
lantry of the Fifth Michigan in the fight of the 8th. The Sixth Michigan 
charged and scattered a mounted and dismounted line of the enemy; 
made the first impression that was made upon the enemy’s lines in the 
action of the 9th of October, charging and routing everything that 
opposed them, until they found,themselves two miles in advance of the 
other two brigades of the First Division, who were being at the same 
time driven back by another portion of the same force engaging us, and 
until ordered by the division commander to halt. On the 19th of Octo- 
ber the regiment behaved with such coolness in the face of the defeat 
which threatened our aris as to win complimentary notice from all its 
commanders. It made two charges upon lines of infantry, in both 
of which it succeeded in breaking the enemy’s lines. In the second 
charge many prisoners and a battle-flag were the trophies; the enemy 
was utterly routed. 

During the year the regiment has been in twenty-three pitched bat- 
tles, besides innumerable skirmishes; has captured more prisoners than 
it has ever had men for duty; has participated in the dangers and 
shared all the honors of the Michigan Cavalry Brigade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jip, LD D, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN ROBERTSON, 
Adjutant-General of Michigan. 
30 R R—VOL XLIII, PT I 
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No. 140. 


Report of Maj. Charles W. Deane, Sixth Michigan Cavalry, of oper- 
ations August 10-October 5. 


HEADQUARTERS SixtH MICHIGAN CAVALRY, 
In the Field, October 5, 1864. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to forward the following report of the oper- 
ations of the Sixth Michigan Cavalry from the 10th of August to the 
present date: 

August 10, 1864, marched with the other regiments of the brigade 
from camp near Halltown, via Berryville, to the Millwood and Win- 
chester pike and encamped, August 11, marched at daylight toward 
Winchester; when near Winchester the enemy was encountered; the 
Sixth was formed behind the battery. After an hour or two fifty men 
ordered to report to General Custer, and reached him just in time to 
save a section of Ransom’s battery. Lregret to add that Capt. James 
Mathers, of Company L, was killed at this point. Soon after noon we 
recrossed the Opequon and went up to the intersection of the Front 
Royal and White Post roads. The regiment was sent on picket on the 
Front Royal road toward Winchester. August 12, marched at 6 a. m. 
through Newtown, Middletown, to Cedar Creek, and camped about 
dark. The Sixth was ordered to cross the creek and ascertain the 
rebel position, which was satisfactorily found out before we had 
marched far. We then returned and went into camp. August 13, 
crossed Cedar Creek on the Back road in forenoon, and soon after 
recrossed and went into camp again. August 14 and 15, remained in 
camp all day. August 16, marched to Cedarville on Front Royal pike; 
150 men of the regiment were sent out on picket; shortly after the 
line was attacked by two brigades of infantry and one of cavalry; the 
brigade supported the line, and after a short action the rebels were 
repulsed. August 17, brigade fell back to Bérryville; camped three 
miles from town toward the river, the Sixth Michigan acting as rear 
guard. August 18, moved camp to Berryville. August 19, regiment 
was ordered out to assist Colonel Alger about dark. August 20, regi- 
ment went on picket on Snicker’s Ferry road. August 21, was called in 
at noon and fell back to Charlestown. August 22, marched to Shep- 
herdstown and went into camp. August 23, regiment on picket on 
Knoxville | Kearneysville| road. August 24, regiment on picket. August 
25, relieved and marched with brigade to Knoxville [Kearneysville], 
where a strong force was encountered; the Sixth was dismounted, 
then remounted and formed for a charge, but was not sent in; about 
noon marched back and took position three miles south of Shep- 
herdstown, where we were attacked and nearly surrounded about 
3 p.m., and had to cut our way through to the river, which was 
sately accomplished by the brigade; encamped near Sharpsburg. 
August 26, marched to Antietam Ford and camped. August 27, 
marched back to Sharpsburg; started at 10 p.m. and marched all 
night toward Harper’s Ferry, reaching there at daylight. August 28, 
marched to Leetown and joined the rest of the division, then to Smith- 
field, and Sixth went on picket at ford below the town. August 29, regi- 
ment crossed the ford at 9 a.m. and connected with the First Michigan; 
after going a mile were ordered to the left and rear; finally recrossed 
the river and took up our old position, but were soon ordered back, and 
fell back near Charlestown and camped for the night. August 30, 
marched toward Berryville, and crossed about two miles north of the 
town, August 31, stayed in camp all day. 
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September 1, regiment relieved the Fifth Michigan on picket on 
Limestone Ridge. September 2, moved back toward Charlestown and 
camped at dark; started for Berryville, reaching there about 1 a. ML; 
halted until daylight. September 3, marched to White Post and out 
to the Front Royal pike, where the brigade halted and the Sixth was 
ordered to Newtown on a reconnaissance; went to within two miles and 
a half of Newtown, where a large force of rebels were discovered; 
returned, moved back one mile beyond White Post and encamped. 
September 4, marched back toward Berryville, Sixth in advance; 
when near Berryville encountered Mosby and chased him about three 
miles, capturing one lieutenant; moved to the right of Berryville and 
around to the Summit Point pike, and camped near Clifton; Sixth 
went on picket. September 5, on picket. September 6, relieved by 
Seventh Michigan Cavalry. September 7, remained in camp. Sep- 
tember 8, went on reconnaissance to fords on Opequon. September 9, 
remained incamp. September 10, remained in camp; 100 men sent to 
report at dark to escort train. September 11, remained in camp. 
September 12, regiment escorted General Sheridan to Swan’s Ford. 
September 13, brigade moved down to Locke’s Ford and made demon- 
strations; Sixth on picket. September 14, remained on picket. Sep- 
tember 15, relieved by Seventh Michigan and returned to camp. 
September 16 and 17, remained in camp. September 18, regiment 
made demonstrations at Swan’s Ford in forenoon; returned to camp. 
September 19, started at 2 a.m., went to Swan’s Ford, and then to 
Locke’s Ford, where the Sixth was dismounted, and advanced to drive 
the rebels from the ford; after some firing this was accomplished, and 
brigade crossed over; followed the rebels to near Winchester, when 
the whole division charged them; after reforming twice the brigade 
charged the third time and brought out over 500 prisoners. The 
Sixth was in all of those charges and took their share of the prisoners. 
Afterward we marched through Winchester and camped three miles 
beyond. September 20, marched to Strasburg; went into camp on Rock 
Valley road. September 21, marched to Front Royal. September 22, 
started at 1 a.m. and marched to Milford. Septeniber 23, marched 
back to Front Royal; started at dark;. marched back to Milford; 
halted till daylight. September 24, marched toward Luray; met Wick- 
ham’s rebel cavalry about three miles this side; whipped them in thirty 
minutes, and went on a piece and halted. I would remark that Maj. 
M. D. Birge and Lieutenant Probasco displayed great gallantry on the 
skirmish line during this skirmish. Marched to Luray Gap and 
camped. September 25, crossed the mountain to New Market; marched 
to Harrisonburg and encamped. September 26, Colonel Kidd as- 
sumed command of brigade, and I took command of the regiment. 
Marched to Port Republic; shortly after arriving there I was or- 
dered to cross the river and try and capture the enemy’s wagon train. 
I charged down the road about two miles, when I found a strong line 
of infantry and cavalry and a section of artillery in front, and halted; 
shortly after was ordered back and threw out a skirmish line near the 
ford; at dark recrossed the river and encamped. September 27, regi- 
ment ordered to Cross Keys; went there and was joined by brigade 
shortly after; at dark moved back about two miles, and Sixth went 
on picket. September 28, joined brigade at Port Republic at dark. 
September 29, marched toward Piedmont; sent out one battalion to 
destroy mills, barns, &c., and bring in cattle; crossed the Middle 
River and ordered to hold position until dark and join brigade at 
Mount Crawford, which I did. September 30, marched to Rollins’ 
Mills and camped, one battalion acting as cattle guard, 
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October 1, staid in camp; ove battalion went to Harrisonburg with 
cattle to-day. October 2, regiment placed on skirmish line about noon 
and kept on till dark; then went on picket between Cross Keys and 
Rollins’ Mills. October 38, still on picket. October 4, relieved by 
Seventh Michigan Cavalry and joined brigade at Cross Keys. October 
5, remained in camp. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES W. DEANE, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. C. H. SAFFORD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 141. 


Report of Maj. Melvin Brewer, First Michigan Cavalry, commanding 
First and Seventh Michigan Cavalry, of operations August 23. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH MICHIGAN CAVALRY, 
August 23, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that according to orders I proceeded, 
in command of the First and Seventh Michigan Regiments, out on the 
Smithfield or Winchester pike. Founda few of the enemy’s cavalry two 
miles and a half this side Kearneysville; drove them with some skirmish- 
ing to the other side of Kearneysville, occupied that station for twenty 
minutesand returned, leaving the enemy with a few dismounted skirmish- 
ers in our front. They belong to Johnson’s command, and according to 
statements of citizens Johnson’s and Gilmor’s cavalry lay between Kear- 
neysville and Leetown, Jackson’s command having been relieved by them 
last evening. Gilmor, with his men, variously stated to be from 100 to 
300, was at Kearneysville last evening. IJ found no damage done the 
railroad, and the telegraph uninjured. I could learn nothing in regard 
to Early’s force. 

Very respectfully, 
M. BREWER, 
Major, Commanding. 
Captain BARNHART, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 142. 


Report of Maj. Daniel H. Darling, Seventh Michigan Cavalry, of oper- 
ations November 7. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH MICHIGAN CAVALRY, 
November 7, 1864. 
CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders I made a reconnaissance to Eden- 
burg, with the Seventh Regiment and 100 men of the Sixth Michigan 
Cavalry. We passed unmolested up the pike till we struck the enely’s 
picket-line beyond the creek that crosses the pike this side of Edenburg. 
Their outer vedettes were driven in upon their main line, together with 


Cuar. LV.) THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 469 


Some dismounted men. A few shots were fired and we withdrew, having 
found their line quite strong, and posted, as nearly as we could learn 
from citizens, about where it has been for the last ten days. Citizens 
also report the enemy’s infantry at New Market and Forestville. Drums 
were distinetly heard in direction of Forestville. I send you a man 
whom I picked up at Woodstock; he is a stranger there, and came in 
yesterday from Staunton. Thinking he might give some valuable 
information I brought him along. The command left camp at 8 a. 
m., being detained two hours by the detail from the Sixth Michigan 
Cavalry. Arrived in camp at 8 p.m. 
All of which is very respectfully submitted. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. H. DARLING, 
Major, Commanding. 
Capt. C. H. Sarrorp, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.- 


Nos 143; 


Report of Col. Louis P. Di Cesnola, Fourth New York Cavalry, com- 
manding Second Brigade, of operations August 29. 


Camp NEAR LEETOWN, VA., 
August 29, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report on to-day’s 
operations: 

My brigade was ordered to form on the left of Smithfield at about 2 
p.m. As soon as I had massed it I received orders to dismount two 
regiments and support, or rather re-enforce, the Reserve Brigade, which 
I promptly did. I placed two pieces on the outskirts of the town and 
checked the enemy’s advance in my front quite effectively. Some time 
afterward I was directed to withdraw on account of the First Brigade 
having fallen back on the right. I then deployed a regiment as 
mounted skirmishers in order to protect the withdrawal of the two dis- 
mounted regiments. I remained in the rear until I succeeded in with- 
drawing all my dismounted men, but before I reached the center of the 
town I found the enemy had already occupied the right of the town, 
and I was compelled to order the dismounted men to enter the field in 
the rear of it, and reach their horses, which were brought to the rear 
as soon as possible. The withdrawal of the other two brigades had 
been too quick to give me the indispensable time to bring out the bri- 
gade in a proper condition to make an effective stand at a short dis- 
tance from the town. Besides, the pack train of the Reserve Brigade got 
among my men, many of whom had not yet reached their horses. Know- 
ing how necessary it was to find out a position where to make an eftfect- 
ive stand and to hold the position until the infantry could come to our 
support, I rode with one of my battery officers toward the rear to 
select a commanding position. I selected the spot where, afterward, the 
infantry relieved us. I put the two sections in position, one to the 
right and the other to the left of the road. I was afterward directed 
to withdraw the section on the right of the road, having been informed 
that General Custer would hold that side of the road. I then placed in 
position the other section on the left also, and having dismounted the 
two regiments I had with me (Ninth New York and Seventeenth Penn- 
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sylvania Cavalry), | ordered to throw up barricades and prepare them- 
selyes to hold that position at all hazards. I went then back where 
the other two regiments were fighting, they having been directed by 
the general commanding to form there, and directed their retreat, hav- 
ing the First New York Dragoons on the left of my two regiments. In 
the second advance by the infantry 1 sent the Fourth New York Cav- 
alry to protect the left flank of the infantry, which they did, and 
returned at about 10.30 p.m. Had 1 been informed a little sooner of 
the falling back of the First Brigade I would have withdrawn sooner 
my dismounted men, who were quite a mile in front of the town at the 
moment I gave the order of recall, and I would not have required more 
than half an hour before I could evacuate the town. I would have also 
had more time to select a nearer position to hold than I did. 

The officers and men fought well, which the casualties in horses and 
men both will show. I did all I could to keep up the good name which 
the Second Brigade enjoys, and if the brigade did not do as much as 
the commanding general had a right to expect from it it is certainly not 
the want of good will but the lack of time to form sooner. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, your obedient servant, 
DI CESNOLA, 
Colone!, Commanding Second Brigade. 
Capt. A. EK. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 144. 


Reports of Bet. Brig. Gen. Thomas OC. Devin, Sixth New York Cavalry, 
commanding Second Brigade, of operations July 4-October 21.* 


HbDQRs. SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
September 1, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: [ have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this brigade from July 4, 1864, to September 1, 1864: — 

July 4, marched to and eneamped at junction of telegraph and 
Light-House Point roads. July 16, marched to Jerusalem plank road, 
on the left of the army, and relieved the Second Cavalry Division and 
Bryan’s Provisional Brigade, then picketing that flank. July 19, the 
pickets of the brigade were attacked and driven in by the enemy’s 
infantry, who were immediately repulsed and tne line re-established. 
July 20, were relieved by Chapmaw’s brigade, of Third Cavalry Divis- 
ion, and returned to camp on telegraph road. July 26, marched to 
Appomattox River, crossed on pontoons, thence to James River, cross- 
ing by pontoons to Jones’ Neck, from which point the brigade marched 
to Deep Bottom, arriving on the morning of July 27, The same day 
marched to New Market road, where the brigade encamped. 

July 28 the brigade was ordered to support the Reserve Brigade, which 
had been heavily attacked, and the left of which forced back by Wilcox’s 
division of rebel infantry. I immediately ordered the Sixth and Ninth 
N ew York and Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry to prepare to fight 
on foot (the Fourth New York Cavalry had been previously sent on a 
reconnaissance on the Charles City road).. While this order was in 
process of execution the enemy’s line of battle appeared on the crest 


*See foot-note reference to Devin’s re port of oy erations fi i : 
1864, bottom of p. 2, Part I, Vol. XL. , oY SAR CSU 
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overlooking our position near the New Marketroad. To carry the enemy’s 
position it was necessary to cross the men by file (on the run) through 
two passages across a swamp and ditch, and form on the bottom under 
the crest and the enemy’s fire. This was quickly effected; I formed 
the squadrons as they passed through, and ordered the Ninth New 
York Cavalry to gain the woods on the enemy’s right flank; the Seven- 
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry were ordered to support the Ninth New 
York, and as soon as the order was in process of execution I ordered. 
the Sixth New York Cavalry to charge up the crest. The enemy, con- 
fused by the rapid and effective fire of the Ninth New York on their 
flank and the renewed attack of the Reserve Brigade on their left, 
retired precipitately when charged in front by the Sixth New York, 
and the brigade, closing in upon them, inflicted severe punishment, 
capturing seventy-two prisoners (besides a number of wounded), two 
battle-flags, and killing and wounding a large number of the enemy. 
The enemy showing a disposition to reform and advance, MclIntire’s 
section of Heaton’s battery (which -had already opened a heavy fire 
from the bottom) was ordered on the crest, and its splendid practice 
soon drove the enemy from the woods, where he was massing. The 
brigade was soon after relieved by Gibbon’s division, of Second Corps. 
The Seventeenth Pennsylvania were ordered to take up a part of the 
new line for a time, but were retained until 10 p. m., and did not retire 
until they found the infantry had retired and left their flanks exposed. 
This short but brilliant engagement reflected great credit on the regi- 
ments engaged, and established the fact that our cavalry can dismount 
and with their carbines successfully repulse their own front of veteran 
infantry. Colonel Cesnola, with the Fourth New York Cavalry, was 
for a time cut oft from the command, but succeeded in coming in, with 
the loss of one man wounded and a few horses. 

July 29, at 1 a. m. crossed James River to Jones’ Neck; at daylight 
recrossed to Deep Bottom and formed in line of battle with the 
division, remaining in line until dark, when the brigade recrossed 
the James and Appomattox Rivers, and on the morning of July 
30 marched to the Jerusalem plank road on the left of the army. On 
the same night marched to Lee’s Mills, relieving a brigade of Gregg’s 
division. July 31 marched to City Point and encamped. August 
3, embarked at City Point for Camp Stoneman at Giesborough 
Point. On the night of August 6 marched through Washington and 
Georgetown to Tennallytown, where the brigade encamped. August 
7, marched by Rockville, Darnestown, and Dawsonville, to Monocacy 
Church, where the brigade encamped. August 8, marched by Point 
of Rocks, Petersville, and Knoxville, to Pleasant Valley, where the 
brigade encamped. August 9, crossed the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry 
and marched to Halltown, where <1e brigade encamped. August 10, 
marched by Charlestown and Berryville to Chapel Bridge and encamped 
one mile beyond. Fight at the old toll-gate. 

August 11, Colonel Cesnola, with the Fourth New York Cavalry, was 
ordered to reconnoiter toward Newtown. Colonel C. having reported the 
enemy in force on the Front Royal turnpike, the brigade was ordered up 
in support, the Sixth New York and Seventeenth Pennsylvania on the 
left and the Ninth New York advancing on a line one mile to the right, 
but intersecting the Front Royal pike. The enemy was found strongly 
posted behind stone walls at the point where the road from White Post 
to Newtown crosses the Front Royal pike. The Sixth New York were 
ordered to charge the enemy’s left flank, but from the nature of the 
ground, fences, &c., were unable to make any impression mounted, and 
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were obliged to retire. I now ordered one section of Heaton’s battery 
into position and opened upon the enemy’s front. At the same time I 
ordered the Sixth New York and Seventeenth Pennsylvania to dis- 
mount and charge the left of his position, which was at this time par- 
tially uncovered. The galling fire on his flank soon dislodged the 
enemy from his cover, and he precipitately retired to a position one 
mile in rear, whence he opened upon my adyance with a battery of 
3-inch guns. I immediately ordered up the other section of Heaton’s 
battery, and, unlimbering within short range, soon made the enemy 
vacate his new position and retire toward Newtown. The force 
engaged proved to be Vaughn’s (Tennessee) brigade of mounted in- 
fantry. I was now ordered by General Merritt to halt and reform. 
At 4 p.m. I was ordered to march in rear of the Reserve Brigade on 
the road toward Newtown. After advancing some miles the Reserve 
Brigade became warmly engaged, and being ordered to support I sent 
in successively the Sixth New York, Seventeenth Pennsylvania, and 
the Ninth New York Cavalry. The enemy were driven a mile before 
dark, when the brigade was retired and encamped. 

August 12, the brigade marched to Newtown, where I was ordered 
to march in the direction of Fawcett’s Gap and scour the country in 
that vicinity. I marched to Cedar Run Church, whence the Fourth 
New York Cavalry were sent [to] Fawcett’s Gap, and the Sixth New 
York Cavalry were ordered to pursue a train of the enemy’s wagons, then 
about two miles ahead on the Strasburg road. The Fourth New York 
reached the gap without trouble, and ascertained that no trains or 
organized bodies of the enemy had passed in that direction. A few 
stragglers were captured. The Sixth New York came up with and 
engaged the enemy’s rear guard for two miles, but were unable to over- 
take the wagons before reaching the cover of the enemy’s infantry at 
Strasburg. At3p.m. I received a dispatch from General Merritt, order- 
ing me to join the division at Middletown, which point I reached at dark 
and encamped. August 13, the brigade crossed Cedar Creek to near 
Strasburg, but was ordered to recross, and went into camp west of the 
turnpike. At 7p.m. the brigade was ordered to march in the direction 
of Cedarville, on Front Royal and Winchester pike. Encamped that 
night five miles from Middletown, and picketed to Cedarville. August 
14, marched to Cedarville and encamped; drove the enemy’s pickets 
Spied both forks of Shenandoah, and picketed within sight of Front 

oyal. 

Fight at Front Royal.—August 16, General Merritt came up with First 
and Reserve Brigades. The latter went into position at Stony Point, Cus- 
ter’s brigade remaining in support at Cedarville. About 2 p.m. a heavy 
force of cavalry and artillery crossed the river above the forks, and, driv- 
ing in the squadron of Ninth New York Cavalry on picket, obtained 
possession of the high crests on each side of the turnpike at the point 
where it crosses Crooked Run, At the same time Wickham’s brigade of 
rebel cavalry dashed up the turnpike and charged Hanley’s squadron of 
Ninth New York Cavalry (which had been dismounted). Captain Han- 
ley, in the most gallant manner, held the enemy in check until I was 
enabled to get up the Fourth New York Cavalry, Colonel Cesnola, with 
which I at once charged the enemy’s column in flank, routing and driv- 
ing him back across the run, capturing a number of prisoners and a 
battle-flag. I now ordered the other three squadrons of Ninth New 
York Cavatry to take position on the hills to the right and threaten 
the enemy’s left. The Sixth New York and Seventeenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry were placed in support. The enemy, having thrown across a 
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heavy force of infantry at the ford at the forks of the two rivers, at 
this time suddenly appeared in force on my left and front. The Fourth 
New York and two squadrons of Sixth were sent across the turn- 
pike, and at once charged the enemy before he had an opportunity to 
form. The rebel infantry were driven into the river, where many of 
them were taken prisoners, and another battle-flag was captured by 
the Sixth New York Cavalry. Two squadrons of the Sixth New York 
had fortunately been left in reserve in a hollow upon the right of the 
pike. Simultaneously with the charge of the Fourth and Sixth New 
York upon the enemy’s infantry his cavalry, led by General Wickham 
in person, again crossed the run and dashed up the pike. The head of 
his column was at once charged in flank by the two squadrons of Sixth 
New York, and again he was routed and driven across the run. The 
enemy had, by incredible exertion, succeeded in placing his guns upon 
the almost perpendicular crests before mentioned, and during the whole 
action kept an incessant rain of shot and shell upon our line, but for- 
tunately with slight effect. The elevation was too great to allow of 
our guns being used upon them effectually, although Peirce’s battery 
was advanced to the front and succeeded in reaching the crest with 
shell. General Custer had in the meantime engaged the enemy upon 
my extreme left, and although he made repeated efforts to gain a foot- 
ing upon this side of the run, he was in every instance repulsed until 
dark. 

August 17, the brigade marched to Nineveh. At that point the 
Fourth New York Cavalry were sent to the vicinity of White Post to 
burn all hay and grain stacks, &c. The other regiments marched to 
the Berryville turnpike to near Chapel Run, where the brigade en- 
camped, picketing the front of the division. August 19, Colonel Cesnola 
assumed command of the brigade, Colonel Devin having been wounded 
in the action at Front Royal. August 20, the brigade was ordered to 
retire to Berryville and encanip. August 21, the brigade was ordered 
to cover the retirement of Lowell’s brigade, which had been attacked 
by the enemy on the Winchester pike. After Colonel Lowell had with- 
drawn, the brigade was ordered to cover the rear of the division, then 
retiring to Charlestown, where the command encamped. August 22, 
marched to near Shepherdstown and encamped, picketing toward 
Charlestown. August 25, marched to Kearneysville, where the brigade 
went into action on the right of the division, then about to engage the 
enemy’s infantry. At 1p. m., after suffering severely, the brigade 
was ordered to retire in column parallel with First Brigade; marched 
to near Shepherdstown, when the command again engaged the enemy, 
who had closed up and had succeeded in cutting off the First Brigade 
from the division. Major Durland, with Seventeenth Pennsylvania, 
was ordered to charge the enemy and open communication with the 
First Brigade. The major charged gallantly, driving the enemy back 
into the woods and to a certain extent relieving the First Brigade, 
although he did not succeed in opening communication. The brigade 
was then ordered to retire and encamped near Bolivar Heights. 
August 26, advanced pickets to near Charlestown. August 28, marched 
to Leetown and engaged the enemy’s cavalry, driving them through 
Smithfield, where the brigade encamped. August 29, the brigade went 
into action on the extreme left of the division, then engaged with the 
enemy’s infantry. After a severe fight the brigade was ordered to 
retire in column parallel with the other brigades, and encamped on 
Washington’s farm. August 30, the brigade marched to Berryville in 
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advance of the division and encamped near the town. Colonel Cesnola 
was relieved from command and ordered to Harper’s Ferry for muster 
out. 

I would respectfully state that in consequence of a wound received 
in action near Front Royal, I was absent from the brigade from August 
19 to September 15, and am consequently unable to detail from personal 
observation the operations of the brigade during that time, but have 
been obliged to rely upon such data as are now accessible. I believe, 
however, the facts as stated are mainly correct. 

Throughout the whole of this quick, sharp, and arduous campaign 
the officers and men of the brigade have been true to their reputation 
and that of the gallant old First Division. The regimental com- 
manders—Cesnola, Durland, Nichols, and Beardsley—have been up to 
the mark and their men have followed with the confidence that arises 
trom an implicit trust in the ability of their gallant leaders. My staff— 
Captains Mahnken, assistant adjutant-general; Captain Wright, acting 
assistant inspector-general; Captain White, provost-marshal; Surgeon 
Clarke, and Lieutenant Wheeler, brigade quartermaster, and Lieuten- 
ants Cating and Parker, acting aides-de-camp—have added to their 
already well earned reputations as gallant soldiers and efficient staff. 

Detailed lists of casualties during this campaign, and of prisoners 
and property captured, have already been forwarded to division head- 
quarters. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. C. DEVIN, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Capt. A. E. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division. 


AUGUST 22, 1864. 
Jol. EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant-General U. 8S. Army: 

COLONEL: I have the honor, in accordance with your request, to 
transmit a résumé of the operations of my brigade on the 15th [16th] 
instant. I have endeavored to be as brief as possible, consistent with 
furnishing you a clear idea of what occurred. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Vidi THOS. C. DEVIN, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade. 


About 3 p.m. on Monday [Tuesday], August 15 [16], the pickets of 
Devin’s (Second) brigade, First Cavalry Division (then holding the fords 
of the Shenandoah) were driven in by a heavy force of cavalry. The 
brigade was at once advanced in support, and the Fourth New York 
Cavalry, Colonel Cesnola, was ordered to charge the rebel cavalry, who 
were endeavoring to surround and capture our dismounted men. The 
Fourth charged with the saber, routing and driving back the rebel 
column and capturing the battle-flag of the Third Virginia Cavalry 
with a number of prisoners. The enemy now threw a heavy force of 
infantry across the river on the left of the position. The Fourth and 
part of the Sixth New York were ordered to charge them before they 
could succeed in forming. This was successfully accomplished, the 
Sixth New York, Major Beardsley commanding, capturing the battle- 
flag of Cobb’s Legion and a large number of prisoners. General Custer 
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at the same time charged on the extreme left, with great success, 
capturing a number of prisoners. While the Fourth and Sixth were 
charging the rebel infantry, the cavalry, under Brigadier-General 
Wickham, again advanced to turn our right. As soon as the flank of 
their column was fully exposed two squadrons of the Sixth New York 
were ordered to charge and again broke and routed them.. The Ninth 
New York (with the exception of Hanley’s squadron) was posted on 
the roads to the right and was not heavily engaged. The Seventeenth 
Pennsylvania was drawn up in support and suffered somewhat from 
the heavy artillery fire of the enemy. 

The brigade lost in killed, wounded, and missing, 8 officers and 37 
enlisted men. Ten officers and 128 enlisted men were captured by the 
brigade, and a large number of the enemy’s wounded were brought in 
and cared for. 

Captain Mann, of Fourth New York, was killed, and Captain 
Schneider, of Fourth, and Captain Heermance and Lieutenant Weston, 
of Sixth New York, were desperately wounded while charging at the 
head of their squadrons. 

Colonel Devin, commanding the brigade, was struck in the foot by 
@ minie-ball. 

Captain Hanley, of Ninth New York, behaved with distinguished 
gallantry, and had three horses shot under him during the action. 


HDQRs. SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
October 23, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this brigade from September 1 to October 21: 

September 2, the brigade marched from Berryville to Rippon, return- 
ing the same night to Berryville. September 3, the brigade marched 
to White Post and encamped. September 4, marched to near Snicker’s 
Ferry and encamped. September 5, marched to Summit Point and 
encamped. September 6, marched to near Smithfield and encamped. 
During a skirmish near the Opequon, Captain Reinhold, Seventeenth 
Pennsylvania, was killed. September 9, the First New York Dragoons 
were transferred to the brigade and Colonel Gibbs assumed command. 
The brigade remained at Smithfield holding the line of the Opequon 
until September 19, at which time Brevet Brigadier-General Devin 
returned and assumed command. 

Battle of the Opequon.—A full detail of the operations of the brigade 
during this battle has been forwarded to you.* 

September 20, the brigade was ordered to advance on the Strasburg 
pike to the crossing of Cedar Creek. Passed through Kernstown and 
Newtown without opposition; came up with the enemy’s cavalry at Mid- 
dletown; drove them across Cedar Creek and through Strasburg to 
Fisher’s Hill. I was here ordered to hold the town until relieved by 
the infantry at 5 p.m. The brigade then marched to the right and 
encamped for the night. September 21, was detached from the divis- 
ion, crossed Cedar Creek, and encamped near Middletown. At this 
point the Seventeenth Pennsylvania was detached and ordered to Win- 
chester and the Fourth New York to Harper’s Ferry, leaving me less 
than 600 men. September 22, at 5.30 p. m. I received orders from 
Major-General Sheridan to advance rapidly with my brigade and join 
in the pursuit of the enemy, then in full retreat from Fisher's Hill. 


* See report dated October 13, p. 481. 
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After passing through Strasburg I found the roads blocked up with 
our infantry advancing. With great difficulty I reached the head of 
our infantry column, twelve miles from my camp, about 10 p. m., and 
reported to General Sheridan. One section of my battery was placed 
in position and opened upon the enemy’s rear. I was now ordered to 
advance through the fields on the. left of the turnpike, on a line parallel 
with the head of the infantry column. 

September 23, at daylight, having reached Woodstock, I was ordered 
to take the advance and pursue the enemy through Mount Jackson. I 
came up with and engaged his cavalry at a creek three miles south of 
Edenburg, and drove them through Hawkinsville to Mount Jackson. 
Here a large force of infantry was plainly visible bivouacked around the 
town. I ordered Taylor’s battery into position on the crest on the left 
of the pike and opened upon the enemy, at the same time advancing the 
Ninth New York as skirmishers with the Sixth New York in support. 
They immediately became warmly engaged. General Averell now came 
up with the Second Division West Virginia Cavalry, and assumed com- 
mand. He deployed one of his brigades on the left and the other on the 
right of my command. 1 remained in position in the center until dark, 
when, having expended my ammunition, I was ordered to retire. Sep- 
tember 24, at sunrise our infantry came up and I was ordered to advance 
on the left toward Mount Jackson. On arriving at that place I was 
ordered by General Sheridan to send a regiment across the river on 
our left, drive in the enemy’s cavalry skirmish line,and develop the 
force on his (the enemy’s) right. The order was promptly, successfully 
executed by Colonel Gibbs with the First New York. I was now 
ordered to cross with the balance of my command and press the enemy’s 
right. Finding the enemy in full retreat, I swung around on the turn- 
pike, deploying on both sides in advance of our infantry skirmishers, 
and pressed forward on the trot. At this point the Ninth New York 
was ordered to the left to follow some trains said to have gone in that 
direction. I came up with the enemy’s line of battle in front of New 
Market. Ordering Taylor’s battery to the front (and on a ridge to the 
right of the road) I opened with shell and spherical case-shot, at the 
gaine time advancing the First New York as skirmishers. The enemy 
at once replied with a battery from a hill on my right front. I had 
pressed up to within 500 yards, when the enemy retired precipitately 
through the town. I charged half way through the main street, and 
on the left, but a hot fire from the inclosures and gardens forced me 
back. I now dismounted two squadrons of the First New York, cleared 
the town, charged through with the rest of my command, and found. 
another line formed 300 yards beyond and retiring in excellent order. 
I again advanced my skirmishers and battery, and again the enemy 
retired. The chase continued in this manner to a point seven miles 
south of New Market, the enemy retiring from one position to another, 
while I pressed them so sharply with my skirmishers and Taylor’s bat- 
tery (I had nothing more) that I was frequently within 500 yards, and 
the enemy was compelled to retire in line. At dark I was relieved by 
the infantry and went into camp. The Ninth New York joined me 
during the night, not having found any train. Nothing could surpass 
the gallantry with which my little force (less than 400 men) continued to 
press the enemy’s line, though at times two miles from support. Lieu- 
tenant Taylor handled his guns most efficiently. 

September 25, I was ordered to advance to Harrisonburg. This I 
did without opposition, and ascertaining that a large part of the enemy’s 
forces had passed on the Keezletown road I formed on that front. Iwas 
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now ordered to advance to Keezletown, which I did, and ascertained 
that the enemy had retired on the road to Port Republic. A number 
of prisoners were captured during the march. I encamped for the 
night at Peale’s Cross-Roads. September 26, I was ordered to advance 
to Port Republic. While near Cross Keys, Brigadier-General Merritt, 
commanding First Cavalry Division, came up with the First and Re- 
serve Brigades, and assumed command. When within two miles of 
Port Republic, my advance—Ninth New York—met and engaged Me- 
Causland’s cavalry brigade. We soon drove them to the river, across, 
and nearly to Brown’s Gap. The enemy deployed at this time a divis- 
ion of infantry through the woods on our front and right, and we were 
suddenly attacked on right and rear and compelled~to retire to the 
open country near the river. The enemy attempted to press, but the 
accurate range and splendid execution of Taylor’s battery soon drove 
them into the woods. We remained in position until dark and en- 
camped. There was evidently a heavy force in our front. September 
27, about noon, Powell’s division, on our right, were suddenly at- 
tacked by the enemy in force and were driven rapidly past our flank. 
I was ordered to withdraw from the position I held on the opposite 
side of the river, and marched toward Keezletown. I retired, with 
slight molestation, and encamped at the junction of the road to Cross 
Keys. September 28, the First New York Dragoons were sent to 
McGaugheystown, and drove the enemy’s cavalry out of that place. 
While endeavoring to communicate with the First New York, Lieuten- 
ant Cating, of my staff, had his horse killed and was himself wounded 
and taken prisoner. September 29, the brigade swung around by 
Port Republic, Lewis’ Furnace, Piedmont, and the Valley pike, to Mount 
Crawford, destroying and burning 82 barns containing hay and grain, 
72 stacks of hay and grain, 5 flouring mills, 2 saw-mills, 1 iron furnace, 
1 wagon loaded with grain, and 1 wagon-load of flour, and drove in 
321 head of cattle and 20 sheep. September 30, the brigade moved 
out upon the road to Cross Keys and encamped. 

October 2, in a skirmish at the bridge on the turnpike, Lieutenant 
Saunders, of the Sixth New York, was mortally wounded. ‘The brigade 
retired two miles to Early’s farm and encamped. October 6, the bri- 
gade marched to Harrisonburg, thence by the Middle road to Timber- 
ville and encamped. October 7, the brigade marched on the Middle 
road by Forestville, striking the Valley pike near Edenburg. The 
enemy threatening our rear, the command was formed in line of battle. 
At dark Icrossed Stony Creek and encamped between Edenburg and 
Woodstock. October 8, marched to Tom’s Brook. The Ninth New 
York Cavalry were deployed to the right of the pike and the First New 
York Dragoons to the left for the purpose of destroying grain, &e. 
These two regiments burnt 115 barns filled with hay and grain, 206 
stacks of hay and grain, 18 flouring and grist mills, 18,000 bushels of 
wheat, 1 woolen mill, 2 saw-mills, and 60 acres of stacked corn. The 
brigade also drove in 290 head of cattle, 319 sheep, and 75 hogs. ‘The 
railroad depot at Woodstock, containing a locomotive engine and three 
cars, were also burned. About 4 p.m. the enemy appeared in force on 
our left and rear, and such part of the brigade as was available was 
ordered to support the Reserve Brigade then engaged. At dark the 
brigade encamped near the turnpike. October 9, the brigade was or- 
dered to form in center of the division on the crest south of Tom’s 
Brook and attack the enemy. <A special report of this day’s oper- 
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to the right of the turnpike above Tom’s Brook and encamped. Octo- 
ber 11, the brigade marched through Strasburg, across Cedar Creek, 
and encamped near Bowman’s Ford. October 13, the enemy having at- 
tacked the left of our infantry lines, the brigade was marched to the 
right of the turnpike and encamped with the division. 

October 14, I was ordered to’cross Cedar Creek in front of our right; 
endeavored to reach Strasburg from that direction and ascertain to what 
point the enemy had retired. On arriving near the hill overlooking the 
town, I found a brigade of the Eighth Corps which had advanced by the 
pike. A small force of the enemy were occupying the town and earth- 
works on this side. I ordered the Sixth New York to charge, supported 
by the First New York. The order was promptly executed and’ the 
enemy driven through the town. He then advanced a regiment of in- 
fantry through the woods on my right and also a regiment of infantry up 
the turnpike from Fisher’s Hill. As I had no artillery with me and had 
been ordered not to engage the infantry of the enemy, I retired when | 
attacked to the crest from which I had first advanced. At 3p. m. the 
Ninth New York, which had been senf toward the Back road, joined 
me, and I again advanced and drove the enemy from the town. He at 
once deployed two lines of battle, consisting of at least one brigade 
each, on the slope and in the works on Fisher’s Hill west of the turn- 
pike. Both the enemy’s line and my own remained in this position 
until dark, when I retired in pursuance of orders to retire when I had 
ascertained that the enemy occupied Fisher’s Hill in force. The bri- 
gade encamped with the division west of Middletown. 

October 15, at 7 p. m., the brigade marched with the division by 
Cedarville to Front Royal, crossing both forks of the Shenandoah and 
encamped near the town. At 8 a.m. October 16 [ was ordered to re- 
cross in advance of the division and mass near Cedarville. At 12 m. 
the brigade returned to camp near Middletown. 

Battle of Cedar Creek.—At daylight, on the morning of the 19th, the 
left of our infantry lines was attacked -by the enemy. Immediately on 
hearing the firing [ ordered the command to saddle up. I was soon 
after ordered by General Merritt to deploy my command toward the 
turnpike and drive up the infantry stragglers. On deploying my com- 
mand as skirmishers toward the left I found large numbers of the 
infantry retiring by regiments, companies, squads, and stragglers. 
With some difficulty I checked the rout at this point (between the turn- 
pike and the cavalry camp), it being necessary in several instances to 
fire on the crowds retiring, and to use the saber frequently. I now 
proceeded to the turnpike and found a brigade of the Second Division, 
which had just come in from the left. I immediately deployed the left 
of my line in connection with them. At this time the enemy advanced 
through the town, and commenced to drive in the skirmishers of the 
brigade mentioned. A battery also opened upon us from the rear of the 
town. As I was fearful that the enemy would turn our left at.this point, 
gain possession of the turnpike, and make certain the disaster that was 
then imminent (viz, the loss of our trains, and perhaps the rout of the 
army), I requested the officer in command of this brigade to dismount 
his command and seize and hold the stone walls crossing the road at 
this point. He protested that his men had great objections to fighting 
dismounted, and declined to accede to my request. Fortunately, Gen- 
eral Merritt had become aware of the state of affairs and ordered 
Colonel Lowell with the Reserve Brigade tomy support. That gallant 
officer, at my request, at once dismounted a part of his command and 
seized the stone walls, I was soon after enabled to withdraw my com- 
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mand from the right and to re-enforce Colonel Lowell’s line with the 
Sixth New York and part of the First New York, and the position was 
held until the general advance at 3 p.m., although the enemy made 
several determined efforts to drive us from it, and even gained our 
right and rear by the retiring of our infantry lines. Taylor’s battery 
had been placed in position on the right, but on ascertaining the sit- 
uation on the turnpike I ordered it to that point and posted it immedi- 
ately in rear of the stone walls referred to. The enemy immediately 
concentrated upon it a converging fire from several batteries, disabling 
one 3-inch rifled gun and killing several men and a number of horses. 
I was obliged to retire the battery to another and more sheltered posi- 
tion on the left of the turnpike. In both positions, however, it was 
well served and most efficiently. At 3 p.m. I was ordered to advance 
on the right of the division and connecting with the left of our infantry 
lines, my right on the turnpike. On reaching the town (Middletown) 
it became necessary to dislodge the enemy, who occupied the gardens 
and inclosures. Twice the Sixth and First New York charged the 
town, and each time were compelled to retire under the terrible fire, as 
it was impossible from the nature of the ground to reach the enemy’s 
infantry. The brigade was at the same time exposed to a hot fire 
on its right flank from the enemy’s line on the opposite side of the 
turnpike, which line had not yet been dislodged by our infantry. On 
again advancing the brigade passed to the left of the town and ad- 
vanced rapidly toward Cedar Creek. 1 was now ordered to charge down 
to the creek. On nearing the creek I ordered the leading regiment (Sixth 
New York) to break by platoons and charge the bridge. This bridge 
was about 150 feet in length, some 30 feet high, and so narrow that but 
two horses could pass abreast. The enemy’s infantry were in line across 
the turnpike. The Sixth gallantly charged across the bridge, Lieutenant 
Blunt, of my staff, in advance. ‘The enemy fired one volley, and as the 
Sixth dashed at them they broke for the woods on the left. Adjutant 
Main, of the Sixth New York, was killed at this point, Sergeant Grin. 
shaw shot through the groin, and several men wounded. I had sent 
Captain White, brigade inspector, to bring the other regiments across 
the ford on the left, and had myself crossed with the Sixth New York. 
On the enemy’s breaking I went to the left of the turnpike to form the 
other regiments as they cameup. Lordered Colonel Gibbs to form two 
squadrons of his regiment and to look out for our right flank, and 
myself proceeded to the front. Up to this time I was not aware that 
any troops, except those of our own division, had crossed Cedar Creek. 
While the Sixth were charging up the road I had noticed a skirmish 
line (of certainly not over thirty men) advancing over the hill from the 
right, which I at first supposed to be a squad of rebel cavalry, and 
afterward thought must have been a part of my own men who had 
diverged to the right. I afterward learned that they were part of 
yeneral Custer’s force. While crossing to the right of the turnpike to 
ascertain if there was any movement on that flank I met a gun going 
to the rear, and some person, either a commissioned or non-commis- 
sioned ofticer, called out to me, ““We have got the gun; a gun and 
a stand of colors for the First Vermont.” Tasked the men what they 
were doing there, and they answered that their regiment had crossed 
upon the right. I proceeded down the road and soon met a non-com- 
inissioned ofticer of the Sixth New York with a gun. I at once ordered 
all of the First New York Dragoons to the front, except one squadron ; 
I proceeded toward Strasburg and successively met men of the Sixth 
New York and First New York Dragoons with guns, caissons, &e 
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At this time Colonel Nichols, of the Ninth New York, reported to me 
that he had met General Custer on the hill just above the bridge, and 
that the general had asked him to go into the woods to the left of the 
pike after some rebel infantry which he said were in there. Colonel 
Nichols had gone in there and captured eight prisoners and had then 
follow[ed] me. Captain White at this time sent me word that there 
were a number of guns beyond Strasburg, many of them overthrown 
beside the road, and that the enemy’s trains were just in front. 1 at 
once ordered Colonel Nichols to hold a small reserve aud go to the 
assistance of Colonel Gibbs and remove all the property possible. My 
headquarters were at this time in front of the brick house at this end 
of the town of Strasburg. My horse had been shot in the off fore leg 
while charging the bridge, and by this time had gone dead lame. I 
was quite anxious with regard to our right rear flank, which was open 
from the direction of the grade road that intersects the Middle road, 
and comes out on the hill overlooking Strasburg, in advance of which 
road my whole organized force was at this time. I remained at this 
point until between 10 and 11 p.m., at which time one of my staff 
reported that the Ninth New York had reached the stone bridge at the 
foot of Fisher’s Hill and had cut off the rear of the enemy’s train, 
besides capturing all the guns that were left on this side of Fisher’s 
Hill, and that we had now on the way back all the property we could 
escort, but that there was a large amount that would have to be left. 
I had already sent two of my staff (Lieutenants Chamberlin and Blunt) 
across Cedar Creek in charge of gurs, &c. The rest of my staff (Cap- 
tains Mahnken and White) were beyond Strasburg sending property to 
the year, and I determined to go back to General Sheridan and 
endeavor to have a force sent over to hold:the town. I ordered the 
squadron in reserve to be deployed as a rear guard, when the last of 
the column should be ready to come in, and myself proceeded to Gen- 
eral Sheridan some time before midnight. The captured property—22 
pieces of artillery, 8 caissons, 29 army wagons, 30 ambulances, 117 
horses, 143 mules, 2 stand of colors, a large number of small-arms, 
and in addition 352 prisoners—was safely brought across Cedar Run, 
parked near the pike, and duly turned over or the morning of the 20th 
instant to Captain Bean, provost-marshal of the First Cavalry Division. 

I have been thus particular in detailing the operations of my com- 
mand while in pursuit of the enemy on the night of the 19th instant, as 
some misunderstanding appears to.have arisen as to what command 
charged the rear of the enemy and captured his guns, trains, &c. I 
have no hesitation in asserting that the Second Brigade of the First 
Cavalry Division was the only organized force that approached within 
one nile of Strasburg on the night of the 19th instant; that I was the 
only brigade commander, and was in any event the senior officer, 
present after General Custer had retired after the capture of the gun 
on the hill above the creek; that no troops except those of my own 
command went beyond Strasburg; that none other (except perhaps 
some stragglers) entered the town, and that I alone had made any dis- 
position to protect the captured property. A gallant officer and some 
valuable men of the Sixth New York were killed aud wounded while 
charging the enemy between the bridge and the top of the hill, and an 
ofticer of the Ninth New York was knocked down and his horse killed 
while cutting off the rear of the enemy’s train at the stone bridge at 
the foot of lisher’s Hill. The Ninth New Yorks alone captured three 
guns between the old mill beyoud Strasburg and the stone bridge. On 
the hill this side of Strasburg Lieutenant Blunt, of my staff, chased a 
d-inch rifled gun inte the woods and brought it off with its drivers, 
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My officers and men were repeatedly fired into after passing the rail- 
road and one man of the First New York Dragoons killed. As I was 
returning I met a field officer, a major of the Fifth New York Cavalry ; 
I saw also another officer, a staff lieutenant. These were the only 
officers I saw except those of my own command. I respectfully trust 
that nothing in this latter explanatory report will be construed as re- 
flecting on the gallant soldiers of the Third Division, who charged with 
my men. The glory acquired was sufficient for all, and they are heartily 
welcome to their share. . 

October 20, at daylight the Ninth New York, with part of the 
First New York Dragoons, were ordered to proceed to Strasburg, 
and, if possible, gain Fisher’s Hill, and ascertain whether the enemy 
remained in that vicinity. Soon after, the brigade was ordered 
to march with the division to that point. Colonel Gibbs, on reaching 
Fisher’s Hill, found it occupied by two squadrons of the enemy 
holding the approach on the turnpike. He succeeded in ascending the 
hill on the left, charged and drove the enemy to near Tom’s Brook. 
The brigade advanced with the division on the turnpike to Woodstock, 
where the command was massed and the men and horses were fed, after 
fasting for thirty-six hours, during which they were almost constantly 
fighting, marching, or working. At 4p. 1m. I was ordered to return to 
Tom’s Brook and sweep the country east of the turnpike as far as the 
mountams. The Ninth New York was ordered to move up on the east 
side of the river; two squadrons of the First New York were deployed 
to move up the west bank, and with the remainder of the brigade I 
moved to the right of the ridge east of the turnpike. We succeeded in 
picking up some twenty-five infantry stragglers from the rebel army. 
The brigade encamped north of Tom’s Brook. October 21, I was 
ordered to march to Strasburg; thence crossing Cedar Creek, the 
brigade moved into camp with the division on the left of the army. 

Throughout the whole of these operations the officers and men of this 
command behaved with distinguished gallantry. During the early part 
of the engagement at Cedar Creek, when all seemed lost, I did not see 
a single cavalry straggler, and the men stood up nobly under a most 
withering fire. When obliged to retire the movement was effected in 
perfect order, and new lines formed as if on parade. 

I respectfully trust that it may not be considered out of place here to 
mention the hearty and willing co-operation that was at all times ex- 
tended to me by the brave and lamented Colonel Lowell, commanding 
the Reserve Brigade. In him the service has lost an estimable gentle- 
man, and a gallant soldier whose future was bright with promise. 

List of casualties and returns of prisoners and property captured 
have already been forwarded to division headquarters. 


Very respectfully, 
THOS. C. DEVIN, 
Brevet Brigadier-General. 
Capt. A. E. DANA, Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Cavalry Division. 


Hpgrs. SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
October 13, 1864. 
Capratn: I have the honor to transmit the following report of the 
operations of this brigade during the action of September 19, 1864, near 
Winchester, Va.: ; ’ 
The brigade marched from Summit Point at 2a. m., in rear of the 
division and train, and arrived at Seivers’ Ford, on the Opequon, soon 
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after daybreak. I was ordered to mass in rear of the First Brigade. 
The First Brigade was soon after ordered to cross on the right, and I 
was ordered to advance to the creek and cover the Reserve Brigade, 
which had crossed in front and was engaged with the enemy. I also, 
by order of General Merritt, directed one section of Taylor’s battery, 
supported by the Fourth New York Cavalry, to move to the right and 
take position on the hill covering the ford where General Custer was 
endeavoring to force acrossing. The section rendered valuable service 
at that point. About 2 p. m. I was ordered, with the remainder of the 
brigade, to cross on the left, advance, and, if possible, gain the Win- 
chester pike, and endeavor to effect a junction with Lowell and Custer. 
I crossed the river without opposition, met the enemy’s cavalry half 
a mile from the river, charged with Seventeenth Pennsylvania, and 
drove them fora mile, until, having crossed a bridge and run, I was sud- 
denly attacked on my right flank by a column of the enemy’s infantry, 
which I had broken through as they retired from Custer’s front. My 
men were momentarily thrown in confusion, and the rebel cavalry, 
seizing the opportunity, rallied, charged, and forced us back to the 
bridge. I immediately formed the First New York Dragoons across the 
road, aud, after a sharp fight, succeeded in checking them. It was here 
the gallant Captain Thorp, of the First New York, was killed. I now 
ordered up the Ninth New York Cavalry, and with that regiment and 
First New York again advanced. My skirmishers eagerly followed up 
the rebel cavalry as they rapidly retired, and the latter faced about 
and again charged them, driving them in on the gallop. I at once 
ordered the Ninth New York to-charge and the First New York to sup- 
port. The wild cheers and gleaming sabers of the gallant Ninth, 
as they dashed at the “chivalry,” so dismayed them that, barely 
meeting the shock, they whirled and broke for the woods on their left, 
leaving a leutenant-colonel and a number of prisoners in our hands. 
Reforming, I again advanced in line, with the Ninth New York in 
advance, the First New York on the left and rear, and in a direction 
facing the enemy’s batteries, which were firing rapidly. At this time 
a line of infantry emerged from the woods on our lett front. They were 
in some disorder, and I was at first mistaken as to their identity, sup- 
posing them to be our own troops, as I was not aware we had gained 
the enemy’s rear. General Merritt at once ordered me to charge, which 
I did by changing front obliquely to the left, the evolution being splen- 
didly executed by both regiments at a gallop, when, like a whirlwind, 
they dashed on the unfortunate infantry, who were vainly endeavoring 
to form. Itwas aterrible scene. Right on, over and through the rebel 
lines dashed the wild troopers, slashing right and left, pistoling those 
who had again seized their guns after surrender, and taking prisoners 
by the score. The rebel batteries redoubled their fire, which they dis- 
tributed impartially alike to friend and foe. The brave Colonel Gibbs, 
ot the First, and Nichols, of the Ninth, led their regiments in gallant 
style, and won unfading laurels in this, one of the grandest charges 
ever nade in this war. The charge resulted in the capture of 3 battle- 
flags and over 300 prisoners, and the total rout of the division attacked. 
It cost the lives of the gallant Major Ayres, of the Ninth New York, 
and Captain Wright, brigade inspector on my staff, soldiers whom the 
brigade could ill spare. Our loss otherwise was comparatively slight, 
in view of the desperate nature of the charge and the terrible fire of 
the enemy’s batteries, The First and Ninth were halted to reform, and 
the Sixth and Fourth New York were ordered to charge on the left of 
Custer’s brigade. In this charge the Sixth New York, numbering less 
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than 100 men, captured 2 battle-flags and over 100 prisoners. The 
little band suffered severely in this charge. I was now ordered to 
mass the brigade near Winchester, and at dark was ordered to advance 
on the Strasburg pike, where I encamped one mile beyond the town. 

The officers and men of the brigade, as usual, sustainea their old 
reputation, and where al] behaved so gallantly it is impossible to dis- 
criminate. The officers of my staff behaved gallantly, in every instance 
charging with the regiments to whom they conveyed the order. 

Lists of casualties* and names of officers individually distinguished 
have already been forwarded to division headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. C. DEVIN, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Capt. A. E. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division. 


Hpaqrs. SECOND BRIGADE, First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
October 15, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to transmit the following report of the 
operations of this brigade during the pursuit of the enemy on the 9th 
of October, 1864: 

The brigade marched at sunrise to near '‘om’s Run, at which point I 
was ordered to torm on the left of First Brigade. I was soon after 
ordered to cross the run and form on the opposite crest, connecting on 
the left with Reserve Brigade and on the right with First Brigade. 
While this order was in process of execution the Reserve Brigade be- 
came warmly engaged with a heavy force of the enemy moving up the 
turnpike. That brigade was forced back to my left and rear and the 
enemy appeared in force in the woods on my left and front. I at once 
dismounted two squadrons of First New York Dragoons and soon dis- 
lodged them, at the same time relieving the pressure on Colonel Lowell’s 
front. I was now ordered by General Merritt to advance and press the 
enemy, which I did with success, my skirmishers advancing at the trot. 
I reached Woodstock with but slight opposition, and taking a road _ to 
the right drove a force of the enemy rapidly through the woods and 
across the run and ravine beyond the town. Ascertaining that the 
road bore too much to the right, I crossed the country to the turnpike, 
on which I met General Torbert, who ordered me to take the advance 
on a trot and pursue the enemy to Edenburg. On arriving at that 
point I found the enemy had passed through. I at once forded Stony 
Creek with the Ninth New York Cavalry, and at a gallop pursued the 
‘enemy up the turnpike. When near Hawkinsburg we pressed them so 
closely that they were obliged to leave in our hands one of the two guns 
yet in their possession, continuing their retreat with the other. On 
rising the crest of the hill a party of the enemy could be seen retiring 
on the road to the right while none could be seen on the turnpike. I 
naturally concluded that the remaining gun had gone in that direction, 
and ordered Colonel Nichols with Ninth New York Cavalry to pursue 
on that road. Ascertaining from a prisoner captured that the gun had 
gone toward Mount Jackson, I ordered Captain Edwards with a de- 
tachment of Sixth New York Cavalry to pursueon a gallop. The Sixth 
charged clear through Mount Jackson, but the gun had been taken 


* Embodied in table, p. 116. 
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hastily across the river, on the south bank of which a strong force of 
the enemy were endeavoring to form. Many of the horses had already 
broken down in the long and rapid pursuit (nearly twenty miles, and 
eight miles on the gallop), and after holding Mount Jackson for an hour 
the command was ordered toretire. Therebel surgeons at the hospital 
at Mount Jackson stated that the force we were pursuing consisted of 
two brigades of cavalry under General Lomax, and that they passed 
through at a rapid gait and in evident terror. The First New York 
Dragoons while following the command discovered a park of thirty-one 
wagons loaded with ordnance and quartermaster’s stores, The wagons 
aud contents were burned by our troops. 
The men and officers behaved splendidly, as usual. 
Lists of casualties and property captured and destroyed have already 
been forwarded to division headquarters. 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. C. DEVIN, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Capt. A. E. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutunt-General, First Cavalry Division. 


No. 145. 


Report of Maj. William E. Beardsley, Sixth New York Cavalry, of oper- 
ations August 13. 


WINCHESTER, VA., August 14, 1864. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report the arrival in this place with 
all of our brigade train but about eight or ten wagons. We were 
attacked by Mosby at daylight yesterday morning in Berryville (en 
route for Winchester), and a disgraceful panic ensued, resulting in the 
entire destruction of the Reserve Brigade’s train and a portion of 
ours, with battery forges, &c., the running off of nearly all the mules, 
the capture of a large number of prisoners, killing of five men of ours, 
with many wounded; among the latter is Captain McKinney, flesh 
wound in right thigh; he is here and doing well. After emptying my 
pistol] in exchange with an officer, and being hard pressed, without a 
single man as support, I dashed off and checked the guard (100-days’ 
men), but failed to get them back until finding Mason and one man of 
the old Sixth with a carbine, we deployed as skirmishers, and returned 
to the head of our train, where a party was applying the torch, and by the 
use of the one carbine succeeded in driving off the enemy and secured 
the paymaster’s treasure chest and trunk of pay-rolls, which we carried 
on our horses to a place of security, when I succeeded in rallying about 
twelve muskets, under a sergeant, who advanced as skirmishers, when 
a single volley saved all our train but eight wagons, which were already 
burned. Lieutenant Allyn had charge of 200 head of cattle; all miss- 
ing from the rear of the train. I sent for cavalry, and shortly the First 
Rhode Island arrived, but about thirty minutes too late, the enemy hav- 
ing disappeared with their booty in the direction of Snicker’s Gap, and 
they did not pursue. I sent to this place for ambulances and have the 
wounded here. General Kenly, commanding here, sent down his teams, 
and our brigade train is now here without teams, except nine wagons, 
including your wagon and the two regimental ones. Now, what shall 
we do? No guard furnished us, neither teams with which to proceed. 
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Major Sawyer is here and anxious to pay. His money, $112,000, is 
also safe. I have no hesitation in saying that with fifty good men of 
the Sixth New York I could have repulsed the thieves. Mr, Evarts 
now informs me that for lack of teams he was obliged to abandon all 
the forage and seven wagons and three battery forges, all in good con- 
dition, now at Berryville, which, for lack of guards, cannot return for 
them. The infantry here are only in the way. We shall remain here 
until we hear from you. I am myself still quite sick. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. BEARDSLEY, 
Major Sixth New York Cavalry. 
Col. THomas C. DEVIN, 
Commanding Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division. 


No. 146. 


Report of Capt. George EF. Farmer, Sixth New York Cavalry, of oper- 
ations October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH NEW YORK CAVALRY, 
October 23, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders from Brevet Brigadier-General 
Devin, I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 19th 
instant, in accordance with instructions recefved from Brevet Brigadier- 
General Devin, the Sixth New York Cavalry was formed in columns of 
platoons north of the bridge on Cedar Creek, for the purpose of charg- 
ing the enemy. The command charged in column across the bridge, 
driving the enemy’s infantry from the opposite side into the first crest 
of woods. At this moment several mounted men appeared on the hill 
on our right, one of whom waved ared flag. Mistaking them for the 
enemy, the command turned to the right, where we found General Cus- 
ter with the First Vermont and Fifth New York Cavalry. The regi- 
ment was here formed on the left of General Custer’s command, and 
charged at the same time. The charge was continued through the 
town of Strasburg. At the outer edge of the town the advance 
halted, the men having become scattered in securing and carrying off 
the plunder. The advance mentioned consisted of ten or fifteen men 
belonging to the First Vermont and Fifth and Sixth New York Cav- 
alry. In charging the bridge we lost one man wounded. In charging 
the artillery and trains we lost our adjutant (John G, Main) killed and 
one man severely wounded. The colors of the Forty-fourth Georgia 
(captured by Chief Bugler Thomas M. Wells),* seven pieces of artil- 
lery, one caisson, a number of wagons and ambulances, besides a num- 
ber of prisoners, were brought in by-this command, all of which was 
turned over to Lieut. W. N. Chamberlin, acting quartermaster. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE E. FARMER, 
Captain, Sixth New York Cavalry, Commanding. 


Capt. J. H. MAHNKEN, a 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division. 


* Awarded a Medal of Honor. 
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No. 147. 


Report of Col. Charles R. Lowell, jr., Second Massachusetts Cavalry, com- 
manding Third Brigade, of operations August 9-31. 


Report of operations of Third Brigade, First Cavalry Division, Mid- 
dle Military Division, for August, 1864: 

August 9, brigade organized near Halltown, Va. August 10, moved 
to Summit Point, on extreme right of army, skirmishing near the Ope- 
quon. Eighteen prisoners captured—15 Imboden’s cavalry and 13 
Rodes’ division. August 11, crossed Opequon to Winchester, driving 
out 200 of enemy’s cavalry; light skirmishing; captured 5 prisoners; 
moved to White Post. August 12, took the advance through Newtown 
and Middletown to Cedar Creek; took 3 prisoners. Skirmished at 
Cedar Creek; took 14 prisoners. August 13, 14, and 15, camped near 
Cedar Creek and picketed. August 16, left camp and moved to old 
forge on extreme right. August 17, moved to Winchester, on Back 
road, burning forage and driving in stock; skirmishing near Win- 
chester; moved across Opequon Creek on Berryville and Winchester 
pike. August 18, skirmishing; fell back one mile from creek. August 
19, in camp; picketing on right; attack on our lines toward evening 
repulsed. August 20, attacked about 4 p. m.; repulsed the enemy and 
connected picket with Second Brigade on left, Third Division on right; 
kept the old line, one mile from the Opequon. August 21, attacked 10 
a. m. vigorously; skirmished constantly till 2 p. m., when retired by 
order to near Berryville, followed by enemy; tried to take position on 
ridge west of town; thrown into confusion for a time, but held the ridge 
till ordered back and moved to north fork of Bullskin Run through 
Rippon. August 22, moved to Charlestown; sharp skirmish; had the 
rear guard to Halltown; picketed left of the army to the Shenandoah. 
August 23, in camp picketing. August 24, reconnaissance made on 
the left; captured 13 prisoners. August 25, reconnaissance made; 4 
prisoners captured; killed, 3, wounded, 4, left in our hands. August 
26, reconnaissance made; captured 1 lieutenant-colonel, 3 captains, 3 
lieutenants, and 69 enlisted men, Fifteenth South Carolina. August 27, 
enemy retired; followed them to Charlestown; 1 prisoner taken, Ker- 
shaw’s; 2 prisoners taken near Duffield’s; sharp skirmish in afternoon 
with Lomax. August 28, moved to north fork of Builskin Run, left of 
army. August 29, moved to Summit Point; still on extreme left. Au- 
gust 30, reconnaissance made toward Opequon; killed 2 lieutenants and 
3 men, left in our hands; captured 5 enlisted men (Loimax’s brigade); 
moved to Smithfield pike. August 31, in camp; regiments picketing 
Summit Point, Smithfield, and Leetown. 

In the various skirmishes the brigade has lost 3 officers and 14 men 
killed, 2 officers and 56 men wounded, and 1 officer and 3 men captured 
and missing. 

Total number of prisoners captured by the brigade, 7 officers and 121 
enlisted men. Two officers and 6 enlisted men killed, and 4 enlisted 
men wounded. 


; C. R. LOWELL, Jr., 
Colonel Second Massachusetts Cavalry, Commanding Brigade. 


Cuap. LY.) THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN, 48% 
No. 148. 


Report of Col. Alfred Gibbs, Nineteenth New York Cavalry (First New 
York Dragoons), commanding Reserve Brigade, of operations August 
10-—September 1. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, . 
Camp near Berryville, Va., September 1, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
Opn of this brigade from August 10 to the present date, both in- 
clusive: 

On the 10th ultimo the undersigned assumed command of the bri- 
gade, consisting of the First U. 8. Cavalry, Captain Sweitzer com- 
manding; the Second U.S. Cavalry, Capt. D. S. Gordon commanding; 
Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Major Starr commanding; First New 
York Dragoons, Major Scott commanding; First Rhode Island Cav- 
alry, Major Farrington commanding, and Battery D, Second U. S. 
Artillery, Lieut. E. B. Williston commanding. The brigade, except 
the First Rhode Island Cavalry, on detached service, marched from 
camp near Halltown at 8 a. m., passed through Charlestown and took 
the road toward White Post. About 4 p.m. met the enemy’s pickets, 
when the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry and First New York Dragoons 
were thrown out as skirmishers, dismounted, handsomely drove back 
the enemy through a thick wood and upon the road leading toward New- 
town, and at about 3.30 p. m. [Ith] the First New York Dragoons was 
thrown out in advance on the Newtown road, where, about 4 p. m., it 
met and drove in the enemy’s pickets and skirmishers, posted in open 
woods on either side of the road and forced them back to a strong line 
of breast-works made of fence rails about a mile and a half from the 
town. The First U.S. Cavalry was then thrown in on the left of the 
First New York Dragoons and the Second U.S. Cavalry on the right. 
The Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, throwing a squadron into the woods 
on the extreme left to protect that flank and a squadron of the First 
New York Dragoons mounted, covering the right flank, the remaining 
squadron of the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry being held in reserve as 
a support to the battery. The enemy showing a strong force of infantry 
and gradually pushing the command back, the battery was brought 
into position, and the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry thrown forward in 
the open field on their front. They deployed in excellent order and 
drove the enemy back through the woods lining this open field. The 
battery then opened with excellent effect, throwing solid shot and 
shell with great precision, and the Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
of Devin’s brigade, being deployed to support the regiments on the left 
of the road, the enemy retired sullenly to his breast-works, and the 
action closed about dark. The brigade went into camp about a mile in 
rear unmolested. Our loss that day was quite heavy. At sunrise [12th] 
the enemy fired into the pickets, but made no further demonstrations, 
and the brigade entered Newtown without meeting the enemy, who had 
passed through the town a couple of hours before. The brigade moved 
on the left of the road, on a line parallel with the First and Second 
Brigades, on the Winchester and Strasburg pike, and camped for the 
night on Cedar Creek, near Middletown. 

On the 14th, taking a dirt road, marched to Strasburg, where found 
the enemy in force in intrenchments about a mile beyond the town. 
Returned to camp same day and camped near Middletown, where the 
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brigade remained on the 15th, and marched on the 16th through Mid- 
dletown and Cedarville and camped at Nineveh. At 6p. m. the First 
and Second Brigades, being sharply engaged in front of Front Royal, 
saddled up and marched back to near Cedarville, when the brigade was 
ordered back and returned to its previous camp at Nineveh. On the 
17th marched through Berryville and camped two miles out of town on 
the Snickersville road. The next morning marched through Berryville 
and camped one mile out of town on the Winchester pike. The regi- 
ments and battery remained in camp there until the 21st, when the 
brigade marched down the Charlestown pike. On arriving at the 
cross-roads, or the fork of the Summit Point road and the Charlestown 
pike, the First U. S. Cavalry and First New York Dragoons, with a 
squadron of the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry as flankers on the left, 
were deployed as rear guard, and skirmished with the enemy on the 
left of the pike as far as Rippon. The brigade went into position half 
a mile in rear of Charlestown. On the 22d marched toward Shepherds- 
town without meeting the enemy; camped on a ridge back of the town 
that night (the 23d) and moved camp to near Antietam Ford on the 
24th. On the morning of the 25th marched toward Kearneysville and 
met the enemy in force about half a mile beyond the railroad, the 
Reserve Brigade being held in reserve. Found a strong force of infan- 
try, artillery, and cavalry infront. Began to retire about 1 p. m., throw- 
ing out the First New York Dragoons and First U.S. Cavalry on the 
left of the road retiring. Kept up continued skirmishing as far as 
Shepherdstown, when the First U. 8S. Cavalry was ordered to join the 
column on the Halltown road. <A force of the evemy’s infantry inter- 
posing between the rear guard and the main guard, the First New 
York Dragoons took the road to Antietam Ford, crossed the river, and 
camped for the night, coming into camp two miles and three-quarters 
from Harper’s Ferry the next afternoon. After passing through Shep- 
herdstown, on the Halltown road, when about four miles from the town, 
the enemy appearing close in rear with infantry, the First and Second 
U.S. Cavalry were deployed as skirmishers on both sides of the road, 
and held the enemy in check until relieved, when they marched to camp 
as above, reaching it soon after dark. Remained in camp next day till 
noon, when the brigade made a reconnaissance toward Shepherdstown, 
drove a company of Gilmor’s force out of town, the First U. 8. Cav- 
alry making a brilliant charge through the town and occupying it for 
an hour, until reconnaissances could be made on the Winchester and 
Kearneysville pikes. The brigade remained in camp on the 26th and 
27th. On the 28th the brigade marched toward Leetown and Smithfield, 
charged through Leetown with the Second U.S. Cavalry, supported 
by the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry. Leaving Leetown by the Smith- 
field pike, the First U.S. Cavalry, commanded by Captain Sweitzer, 
supported by the Second U. 8. Cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant 
Harrison, met a brigade of Maryland cavalry, and brilliantly charged 
them with thé saber, completely routing them, and driving them in con- 
fusion down the road. In this dashing affair a most excellent officer, 
Lieut. Joseph S. Hoyer, of the First U. S. Cavalry, was mortally 
wounded, and died soon after. The brigade was then deployed with 
strong supports, and pursued the enemy down the road. Upon reach- 
ing a wood near Smithfield, the enemy opened with artillery on the right 
of the road, and Williston’s battery was sent to an eminence on the left 
of the pike, soon silencing the enemy’s, which limbered up and retired 
with all its other force across the river Opequon. Smithfield was occu. 
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pied without further molestation, and the brigade bivouacked for the 
night on the heights on the east bank of the Opequon. About 10a. 
m. on the 29th the enemy appeared in force on the opposite heights, 
and showed a strong force of cavalry, artillery, and infantry. A sec- 
tion of the battery was placed on each side of the road leading to the 
bridge across the river. The Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry constructed 
a barricade of rails in front of the battery, which was occupied by one 
of its squadrons, under Captain Morrow. The First New York Dra- 
goons, First and Second U.S. Cavalry, with the remainder of the Sixth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, were deployed, dismounted, in the woods and on 
the ridge bordering the stream. About 11.30 a. m. the enemy opened 
furiously from two batteries on either side of the road leading to 
Bunker Hill, and made excellent practice, many case-shot and shells 
exploding in and about the battery and among the led horses. About 
12.30 p. m. the enemy crossed the stream on both flanks, and showed a 
strong force of infantry in front. The command fell slowly back, con- 
testing sharply every foot of ground, retiring without confusion and 
leisurely for about three miles, which took about four hours and a half, 
the battery going into position twice, and being served with great pre- 
cision. When about three miles from Charlestown the brigade came 
into position, and made a firm stand; the enemy, however, soon ceased 
pursuit and retired. About 5 p.m., part of the Sixth Corps having 
arrived and formed line of battle on the left of the road, the Second U. 
S. Cavalry was deployed as skirmishers on the right of the road, sup- 
ported by a strong line of battle, composed of the Sixth Pennsylvania 
and First New York Dragoons, with the First United States as a reserve, 
and moved steadily toward the Opequon. Theenemy was found in small 
force, retiring quickly at our approach, firing sluggishly. At sunset 
the brigade passed beyond Smithfield, and halted upon the crest over- 
looking the river, driving the enemy across the river, when all firing 
ceased. Our loss was 1 officer killed and 4 wounded, and 30 men killed 
and wounded. At dark the brigade returned to within two miles and 
a half of Charlestown, where it went into camp. On the 30th the 
brigade moved at 3 p.m.on the Summit Point and Berryville pike, 
and went into camp near the forks.of that and the Charlestown pike. 
Remained in camp on the 31st ultimo and Ist of September. 

I have omitted to mention that on the 13th of August the train of 
the brigade, while en route to join it at Cedar Creek and guarded by a 
battalion of 100-days’ men, was attacked by guerrillas at or near Berry- 
ville at daylight and completely destroyed, with all the archives of 
the brigade headquarters, regiments, &c., officers’ baggage, &c. At 
this time it was about eighteen miles distant from the brigade. 

On the 15th instant [ultimo] the brigade commissary, First Lieut. J. 
S. Walker, regimental commissary First U. 8. Cavalry, while on his way 
to Harper’s Ferry on official business, with an escort of five men, when 
near Charlestown was attacked by guerrillas and murdered, and First 
Lieut. Philip Dwyer, regimentalcommissary Fifth U.S. Cavalry, wounded 
and taken prisoner. All of the escort except one were killed or wounded 
and taken prisoner. On the 16th of August Second Lieut. John Barry, 
First U.S. Cavalry, with a party of forty men, was sent to communt- 
cate with the infantry on the right and report. He proceeded to New- 
town, and, finding the enemy there, proceeded to Winchester, where he 
found the infantry and reported and proceeded to rejoin the brigade. 
He was attacked at the cross-roads of the pike and White Post roads, 
and was obliged to retreat with the loss of seven men, rejoining camp 
in safety on the 18th. 
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Owing to the absence of official documents, I am unable to furnish a 
correct list of the killed, wounded, and missing, but copies of the lists 
have already been forwarded to your office. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED GIBBS, 
Colonel First New York Dragoons, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. A. E. DANA, 6 dliee 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdgrs. First Cavalry Division. 


No. 149. 


Report of Col. Charles R. Lowell, jr., Second Massachusetts Cavalry, 
commanding Reserve Brigade, of operations September 8-October 4. 


Report of operations of the Cavalry Reserve Brigade from September 
8, 1864, to October 4, 1864: 

September 8, 1864, the Reserve Brigade was reorganized under Spe- 
cial Orders, No. 103, September 8, 1864, headquarters First Cavalry 
Division. The First New York Dragoons were replaced by the Second 
Massachusetts Cavalry, and the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry was 
ordered to Pleasant Valley for muster-out. Colonel Lowell, Second 
Massachusetts Cavalry, assumed command. September 8-12, the bri- 
gade lay in camp near Summit Point, picketing on the left of the cav- 
alry line and in front of the Sixth Corps September 13, made demon- 
stration at Locke’s Ford, on the Opequon, in conjunction with First 
Brigade; took one lieutenant and ten privates of Breckinridge’s corps; 
returned to former camp at night-fall. September 14-18, picketing as 
before. September 19, marched at 2 a.m.; reached the Opequon at 
Seivers’ Ford before daybreak. The enemy’s picket-line was driven in 
by Second U. 8. Cavalry and Second Massachusetts Cavalry, about 
forty prisoners being taken, and the opposite bank of the creek 
occupied in a line of about three miles, the right connecting with the 
First Brigade. A very gallant charge was made by Second U. S. 
Cavalry on one of Breckinridge’s batteries, but was repulsed, the in- 
fantry supports being well placed behind rails breast high, a simulta- 
neous charge by the First Brigade being also repulsed. Soon after 
noon the whole line was advanced to the Martinsburg pike; the brigade 
was necessarily much scattered. Two squadrons of the Second Massa- 
chusetts Cavalry joined the charge of the Second Brigade on the enemy’s 
infantry; the rest of that regiment got mixed up with the skirmish 
line of Averell’s division. The First, Second, and Fifth U. S. Cavalry 
advanced toward Winchester, on the left of the pike; charged a battery 
supported by infantry and cavalry; captured two guns, with their cais- 
sons and most of the horses and drivers. What part of these regiments 
could be rallied assisted in the subsequent charge of the First Brigade 
upon a brigade of the enemy’s infantry. After dark the brigade was 
moved through Winchester and camped two miles out on the Valley pike. 
September 20, marched to Strasburg and camped on the road to Capon 
Springs. September 21, marched to Front Royal and camped on the 
Shenandoah. September 22, marched to Milford in support of the Third 
Division; relieved one of its brigades on the right of the line, but no 
attack on the enemy’s position was ordered; fell back to McCoy’s Ford 
and camped. Captain Emmons, assistant adjutant-general, wounded. 
September 23, marched to near Cedarville, dispersing en route a de- 
tachment of Mosby, under Captain Mountjoy, killing thirteen. From 
Cedarville returned by forced mareh to Milford, finding that position 
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just evacuated by the enemy. September 24, marched up valley to 
Luray, supporting First Brigade in a rapid and brilliant affair with one 
of Wickham’s brigades, two squadrons of the Second Massachusetts 
Cavalry charging and capturing battle-flag of Sixth Virginia Cavalry 
and twenty prisoners; camped west of Shenandoah. September 25, 
crossed ridge to New Market; marched in the afternoon to Harrison- 
burg and camped. September 26, the brigade was temporarily detached, 
acting with Third Division under order of chief of cavalry; marched in 
the advance to Staunton, capturing prisoners, cattle, and stores; camped 
east of the town. September 27, destroying railroad; at 4 p.m. marched 
to Waynesborough. September 28, the brigadeon picket at Rockfish Gap 
and toward New Hope. At 5 p.m. were attacked at both points by 
cavalry, artillery, and infantry, and fell back to position above Waynes- 
borough. After dark returned with Third Division through Staunton 
and by forced march to Spring Hill, the brigade having both the advance 
and rear guards. September 29, moved to Bridgewater and anon to 
Mount Crawford, camping on the left of the infantry and picketing to 
Cross Keys and Rockland Mills. September 30, rejoined the brigade, 
camping and picketing as before. October 1-3, encamped north of 
Mount Crawford, picketing upon the pike. October 3, made a recon- 
ne in afternoon upon pike. October 4, in camp; picketing as 
efore. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. R. LOWELL, Jr., 
Colonel Second Massachusetts Cavalry, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. A. E. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division. 


No. 150. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Casper Orowninshield, Second Massachusetts Cav- 
alry, commanding Reserve Brigade, of operations October 5-31. 


Report of operations of the Cavalry Reserve Brigade from October 
5, 1864, to October 31, 1864, inclusive: 

October 5, moved in morning to Cross Keys; picket in front, connect- 
ing with Second Brigade on right and left covering road leading to Har- 
risonburg. October 6, at 7 a. m. withdrew pickets and moved with divis- 
ion to Harrisonburg, thence down the Valley on Ridge road to Timber- 
ville. First and Second United States and one squadron Second Mas- 
sachusetts Cavalry on duty all day burning hay and grain and collecting 
cattle. Camped at Timberville, picketing toward Harrisonburg, con- 
necting with Third Division on right and Second Brigade, First Divis- 
ion, on left. October 7, moved along Ridge road, intersecting pike 
near Edenburg; found the enemy following up the infantry; moved out 
in connection with Second Brigade to develop their strength; enemy 
fell back as we advanced, and not finding them in any force fell back 
north [of] Edenburg, picketing in front. October 8, moved through 
Woodstock and across Tom’s Creek, connecting with Third Division on 
right and Second Brigade, First Division, on left. October 9, broke 
camp at sunrise; moved out on the pike; sent out an advance guard 
at Tom’s Creek; moved down the pike one-quarter of a mile, and met 
the enemy in force; formed skirmish line, connecting with Second Bri- 
gade on right, when the enemy opened with artillery and simultane- 
ously charged our skirmish line, driving it back a short distance, when 
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effectually [routing] them (the enemy), they were forced to retire. We 
again advanced, commencing to drive them before us till near Wood- 
stock, at which time, the order being given to charge, was effected in 
the following order: First United States, supported by Fifth United 
States, on the pike, Second Massachusetts on either flank (Secoud 
United States being left behind in support of a section of artillery); 
pursued the fleeing enemy beyond Edenburg, capturing 1 battle-flag, 4 
pieces of artillery, 4 caissons, 2 forges, 2 ambulances, 7 wagons, and 
50 prisoners; lost but 7 wounded in the brigade. At dark moved back 
to Woodstock and bivouacked for the night, picketing our own camp. 
October 10, returned to within three miles of Strasburg and camped, 
picketing on left of Second Brigade. October 11, broke camp at 11 a. 
m.; moved through Strasburg across Cedar Creek and camped on left 
of infantry at Buck’s Ford, on North Fork Shenandoah, picketing on 
south bank of river, connecting with infantry on right and Second 
Division on left. October 12, remained in camp, picketing as before. 
Second Massachusetts Cavalry moved at midnight for Rectortown with 
dispatches for General Augur. October 13, broke camp at 2 p. m.; 
moved to right and camped in rear of army headquarters, two miles 
west of Middletown; pickets not withdrawn. October 14, command 
saddled all day, but did not break camp; Second Massachusetts 
returned; pickets withdrawn from left of infantry. October 15, moved 
with balance of division to Front Royal via Middletown and Cedarville; 
camped near Front Royal. October 16, returned to camp two miles 
west of Middletown. -October 17, remained in camp, picketing on right 
of First Brigade. October 18,-remained in camp, picketing as before. 
October 19, broke camp at daylight and moved to the right of infantry 
on a reconnaissance for the purpose of ascertaining the position of the 
enemy; found their cavalry in force; skirmished with them about an 
hour, when orders were received to fall back, as the whole army had 
been attacked; proceeded to the left of infantry and formed skirmish 
line, connecting with infantry on right and First Brigade on left; Second 
Massachusetts made two charges on the enemy’s infantry, checking 
their advance; held our position till 3 p. m., when the whole line 
advanced, and this brigade, together with Second Brigade, charged a 
battery of enemy’s artillery; were repulsed, with considerable loss, 
Colonel Lowell being mortally wounded while leading his command in 
the charge. Lieutenant-Colonel Crowninshield, Second Massachusetts 
Cavalry, assumed command of brigade. The enemy’s line commenced 
to fall back, when we again charged, pursuing them down the pike and 
across Cedar Creek. Here we were halted and ordered to fall back, 
recrossed the creek and camped on left of infantry. October 20, 
moved with the division to Woodstock; brigade advanced far as Eden- 
burg; finding no enemy, returned and camped near Fisher’s Hill. 
October 21, marched to Middletown and camped on left of infantry. 
October 22, remained as above. October 23, remained as above; sent 
two squadrons on picket in front of General Getty’s division, Sixth 
Corps, near Fisher’s Hill. October 24 to 26, still in. camp as above. 
October 27, sent two regiments (Iirst United States and Second Mas- 
sachusetts) on reconnaissance to Woodstock; returned, finding ne 
enemy. October 28 to 31, remained in camp, picketing as above. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ic C. CROWNINSHIELD, 
Lieut, Col. Second Massachusetts Cavalry, Comdg. Brigade. 
Capt. A. E. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division. 


Cuar. LV.) THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 493 
No. 151. 


Reports of Bvt. Maj. Gen. William W. Averell, U. 8. Army, command- 
ing Second Division (Army of West Virginia), including operations 
August 3—September 23. 


Baru, N. Y., October 25, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. L, THomas, 
Adjutant-General U, S. Army : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose reports of expedition to 
Wytheville and destruction of Tennessee railroad; of operations dur- 
ing General Hunter’s expedition to Lynchburg, Va.; of engagement 
with Ramseur’s division of rebel infantry near Winchester, Va., on the 
20th of July; of operations with Army of West Virginia;* of fight at 
Moorefield, August 7, and of operations with Middle Military Division 
up to September 23, 1864. All of these reports have been sent through 
the proper channels, but, owing to the fact that I was relieved.of the 
command of my division on the 23d of September, I have the honor to 
ask the attention of the Department to these reports in the connected 
form in which they are presented, in order that a just opinion may be 
formed of my conduct since the opening of the spring campaign. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brevet Major-General, U. 8S. Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
New Creek, Va., August 8, 1864, 


CApTaIn: After having pursued the enemy under McCausland from 
Chambersburg to Hancock, on the 3d instant I received a dispatch 
from the major-general commanding the department directing me to 
pursue, by the most expeditions route, that portion of the enemy’s 
torees and attack it wherever found. On the same day I learned by 
telegram from Brigadier-General Kelley, at Cumberland, that the enemy 
was then at Springfield. On the 4th I accordingly crossed the Potomac 
with my command at Hancock, taking the route via Bloomery Gap, the 
Cumberland turnpike having been rendered impracticable by the enemy. 
Arriving at Bath, I received information from what was deemed a 
reliable source that the enemy in considerable force was crossing the 
river at Cherry Run and marching toward Hancock. I halted my com- 
mand and sent scouts to verify the report, which was ascertained to be 
false, though it occasioned a delay of sever 1 hours in my movements. 
At 4 p.m. I moved forward, and by making a night march reached 
Springfield at 5 p. m. on the 5th, losing during the day about 100 horses 
from exhaustion. I had learned that the enemy had fallen back from 
New Creek on the 4th in the direction of Burlington and Moorefield, and 
reports were numerous that he had been re-enforced by Imboden and 
Vaughn. During the night of the 5th-6th rations and forage were 
received and issued to the command, and on the morning of the 6th 1 
resumed the march, arriving at Romney at about 11 a.m. Here I 
learned that the enemy had passed the junction of the Moorefield grade 
with the West Virginia turnpike, seven miles from Romney, between 9 
and 10 a. m. on the morning of the 5th, going in the direction of the 


* For the reports previously enumerated, see Vol. XXXVU, Part I, pp. 41, 145, 326, 
327, 
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former place. Placing little reliance in the numerous reports that the 
enemy re-enforced intended a further raid through West Virginia, I 
believed he would attempt to reach the Valley via the Wardensville 
turnpike. I therefore sent Major Work, of the Twenty-second Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, commanding a battalion, with instructions to_pro- 
ceed rapidly by what is known as the Grassy Creek road in the direc- 
tion of Wardensville and endeavor to reach Lost River Gap, on the 
Wardensville turnpike, in advance of the enemy to blockade and hold 
the gap until I could overtake and attack the enemy in the rear; or, if 
he could find that McCausland had not left Moorefield, to move rapidly 
forward and attack him as soon as he heard the sound of my guns; or, 
should he find the enemy had taken Strasburg road, to still endeavor to 
intercept him. Iresumed the march at about1 p.m. During the after- 
noon an order of McCausland’s, dated at Moorefield on the 6th, was cap- 
tured, from which [ inferred he could not be far from that place. About 
6 p.m. my scouts reported the enemy’s pickets four miles in advance and 
about ten miles from Moorefield, information also placing McCausland’s 
and Johnson’s brigades three and four miles, respectively, north of the 
town. I soon after halted ny command for rest and feed, with orders 
to be ready to move at 1 o’clock the following morning, timing the 
movement so as to make the attack precisely at daylight. I also sent 
couriers to Major Work with orders for him to move as rapidly as 
possible over the Wardensville turnpike and attack the enemy vigor- 
ously at the same time. I designed, if possible, to surprise the enemy, 
wherein I was only partially successful. At 1 a.m. the column was 
again in motion, and by an-adroit movement the enemy’s pickets 
and reserve and a patrol going out from his camp were successfully 
captured without a shot being fired, though some delay in the march 
was occasioned. From the captured patrol I learned that the enemy 
was apprised of my approach and had been waiting an attack since 3 
o'clock. Ino longer hoped for a surprise, but relied upon the vigor of 
the attack. Passing through and beyond Reynolds’ Gap ata trot at 
5a. m., the rebel General Bradley Johnson’s brigade was found posted 
in line of battle on both sides of the road, one mile north of the South 
Branch of the Potomac River. Without a moment’s halt or delay my 
advanced brigade, under Major Gibson, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cay- 
alry, deployed, and with an eager shout dashed forward upon the 
enemy’s lines with such impetuosity that, waiting only to fire a few 
Shots, they broke, fled in the wildest confusion, leaving two pieces of 
artillery, a large number of horses, and throwing away whatever im- 
peded their flight. Giving them no time to reform, Gibson pursued 
them hotly ‘to the river, precipitating them over its steep banks across 
and into the ranks of McCausland, who, with another brigade, was 
posted upon the south bank. There, as I anticipated, the enemy 
endeavored to make a stand. Colonel Powell, of the Second Virginia 
Cavalry, commanding Second Brigade, was immediately ordered forward, 
and, crossing the river in the face of a severe fire, soon routed the enemy 
a Second time, rolling the tide of fugitives back toward Moorefield. A 
quarter of a mile from the river the roads fork—the right-hand one lead- 
ing to Moorefield, upon which a part of the enemy’s forces fled, pur- 
sued by Major Gibson; the left-hand one leading to the hills and inter- 
secting the Wardensville turnpike four miles east of Moorefield. 
Taking advantage of a strong position on this latter road one mile 
from the river, McCausland, with a larger portion of his scattered com- 
mand, offered a stubborn resistance, but after a sharp contest of afew 
minutes’ duration he was for the third time routed by a portion of the 
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Second Brigade and driven to the mountains, with the loss of his 
remaining artillery and many prisoners. Pursuit was continued on the 
various roads taken by the enemy until noon. Ten miles east of Moore- 
field, on the Wardensville turnpike, Major Work met a portioi. of their 
retreating force, estimated by him at 500 men, attacked them, captur- 
ing 35 prisoners and about 100 horses; the balance scattered through 
the woods and fled to the mountains. The number of killed and 
wounded of the enemy is unknown, but large. Three battle-flags were 
captured, with 4 pieces of artillery (all the enemy had), 420 prisoners, 
including 6 field and staff and 32 company officers, over 400 horses 
and equipments, and a number of small-arms. General Johnson was 
captured, with his colors and three of his staff, but, passiug undistin- 
guished among other prisoners, effected his escape. My loss is 9 killed 
and 32 wounded. 

Major Conger and Captain [Lieutenant] Clark, {third West Virginia 
Cavalry, were killed while leading a charge. Captain Kerr, Four- 
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, was severely wounded while penetrating 
the enemy’s lines in a gallant effort to capture the rebel commander. 
Among the prisoners captured is Major Green, chief engineer upon 
the staff of General Ewell. The conduct of the officers and men of ny 
division was, without exception, in the highest degree praiseworthy. 

Especial praise is due to Maj. Thomas Gibson and Col. William 
H. Powell, commanding brigades. The enemy having become so thor- 
oughly dispersed and scattered, I deemed farther pursuit with my 
worn-down horses futile, and accordingly, after having my killed and 
wounded cared for, and such of the captured small-arms as I could not 
bring away for want of transportation destroyed, I withdrew my com- 
mand from Moorefield on the evening of the 7th, arriving here at 
5 o’clock this p. m. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 
Capt. P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Batu, N. Y., October 18, 1864. 


COLONEL: [ have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the Second Cavalry Division, Department of West Vir- 
ginia, from the 7th of August, 1864, the date of the organization of the 
command of Major-General Sheridan, to the 23d of September, the date 
on which I was relieved from duty with my division: 

A brief summary of the previous operations of the division may not 
be out of place. The opening of the spring campaign found me at 
Martinsburg. On the 20th of April 2,000 of my division were on their 
way to Beverly to join an expedition under Major-General Ord, That 
enterprise being abandoned, I proceeded with 1,000 men to Kanawha 
Valley; thence, having been joined by the Second and Third West Vir- 
ginia Cavalry and Thirty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Mounted Infantry, over 
the mountains to the Tennessee railroad; fought a severe engagement 
May 10; destroyed the railroad from New River to Lafayette east of 
Christiansburg, and came back to Lewisburg; went across the Alle- 
ghanies to Staunton, joining the expedition of Major-General Hunter 
to Lynchburg, encountering the enemy in several severe engagements. 
After the failure of that campaign came back to Kanawha Valley, and 


496 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cuar. LV. 


around to the Shenandoah up to Winchester, where I attacked with 
1,000 cavalry and 1,350 of Crook’s infantry, and defeated the division 
of Ramseur, including the Stonewall Brigade, capturing 4 guns and 200 
prisoners. When the united forces of the rebels under Early compelled 
the Army of West Virginia, under General Crook, to fall back to Mary- 
land, my division took post at Hagerstown, from which point it marched 
down the Cumberland Valley on the 29th of July, the enemy having 
crossed the Potomac in three columns. Pursued the command of 
McCausland 135 miles, attacking it at McConnellsburg and finally at 
Moorefield, Va., totally routing it, capturing the guns of the Baltimore 
Battery, 3 colors, 420 prisoners, and over 400 horses, arms, equipments, 
&e. With the results of this last victory I returned to New Creek on the 
8th of August, where I received the following telegram from Major- 
General Sheridan: 
HarrPen’s FERRY, August 7, 1864. 

Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

Concentrate your cavalry command at Hancock and join me by the shortest and 
most practicable route. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, | 
Major-General. 


My division on the8thof Augustconsisted of First Brigade, Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, Eighth Ohio Cavalry, Twenty-second Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry, attached, Col. J. M. Schoonmaker; Second Brigade, First 
West Virginia Cavalry, Second West Virginia Cavalry, Third West 
Virginia Cavalry, I'irst New York (Lincoln), attached, Col. W. H. Powell. 
Battery L, Fifth U.S. Artillery, Lieutenant Weir (four guns). These 
troops had marched almost continuously about 1,700 miles. With the 
greatest exertion I had been unable to obtain horses for my dismounted 
men o. remounts in place of my exhausted animals. The strength of 
my command had been partially maintained by using the horses cap- 
tured from time to time from the enemy. I concentrated my division 
at Hancock and reached Martinsburg on the 14th of August, on my 
way to join General Sheridan, who was then near Cedar Creek. At 
Martinsburg I received orders to remain and refit my division for the 
field. I was unable to obtain any information of General Sheridan’s 
movements, exceptthrough my ownscouts, until the 18th, when I received 
information from the chief of staff that Torbert’s cavalry had been com- 
pelled to fall back to Summit Point, and directions to fall back to the 
north side of the Potomacif necessary, covering the crossings (marked A), 
and also orders through the chief of cavalry to fall back from Martins- 
burg to Charlestown (marked B). Starting for Charlestown, I received 
verbal orders through the chief of cavalry to go to Smithfield. Chang- 
ing direction to the latter place, I was overtaken by the order (repeated) 
of the major-general commanding to cover the crossings of the Potomac, 
crossing the river if necessary. To cover the crossings of the Potomac 
from Cherry Run to Harper’s Ferry with a division of cavalry operating 
on the south side of the river, it is necessary to take post at or near 
Martinsburg and establish a picket-line from Mills’ Gap, in North Moun- 
tain, across the Valley to Charlestown. If unable to maintain that line 
it is best to guard the fords on the north side of the river. There had 
been nothing in the instructions received from the major-general com- 
manding which contemplated the occupation of Martinsburg by my 
division. I therefore moved to Shepherdstown on the evening of the 
18th and picketed the river as well as possible. 

On the morning of the 20th I received an order (marked C) from the 
chief of staff in which these words oceur: “ In fact, the general rather 
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desires that the enemy should cross; all that he wants is early informa- 
tion of the character and number of the troops that pass over.” In 
order that the enemy should have an opportunity to make the desired 
movement, and that the required observations might be made, I moved 
my division across the river to Fair Play and established my pickets 
from Cherry Run to Antietam Furnace, which satisfied all the conditions 
of the instructions received from the major-general commanding. Hav- 
ing received orders direct from the chief of cavalry on the 19th, I 
addressed a communication (marked D) to the chief of staff on that 
date, in reply to which I received on the 23d the order (marked E) to 
report to Brigadier-General Torbert, and to obey all orders coming from 
him, although he was and is my junior. On the morning of the 21st I 
received the dispatch marked F from the major-general commanding, 
which amazed and pained me, as it evinced an undue readiness on the 
part of the major-general commanding to find faults in my official con- 
duct. My reply (marked G) is inclosed. 

The correctness of my dispositions was shown on the 26th, when the 
enemy attempted to force a crossing of the river with his entire cavalry 
force, supported by an infantry division, with artillery. He was pre- 
vented and suffered loss without any casualties worth mentioning in 
my command. My action in preventing the crossing of the enemy into 
Maryland received no expression of approval from the major-general 
commanding. Believing that the enemy was about withdrawing to 
the vicinity of Winchester, I crossed the river on the 28th and ad- 
vanced to Hainesville, and on the 29th to Martinsburg, driving the 
enemy’s pickets four miles beyond that place, and establishing a picket- 
line across the Valley. This line being too close to the enemy for his 
comfort, he advanced Rodes’ division of infantry, with cavalry and 
artillery, on the 31st, compelling me to retire to Falling Waters, with 
the loss of forty-eight men killed and wounded. Again I believed this 
advance a screen to a retrograde movement, and moved forward on the 
2d of September without meeting any serious opposition until near 
Bunker Hill, ten miles from Martinsburg, where I attacked three 
brigades of the enemy’s cavalry under Lomax, routing them and 
capturing 2 battle-flags, 55 prisoners, 20 wagons, 1 battery forge, 
a herd of cattle, and a quantity of small-arms. The enemy had no 
artillery. On the ensuing day the enemy’s cavalry attacked: me, but 
were completely beaten and were driven to within five miles of Win- 
chester, where his infantry was encountered. The enemy was pressed 
again on the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th until it was ascertained that he did 
not intend any farther movement up the Valley. All the information 
gained by the above detailed movements from scouts and all other 
sources was promptly transmitted to the headquarters Middle Military 
Division, and I have reason to believe that upon the information thus 
sent the army left its intrenchments in front of Harper’s Ferry and 
moved forward to the line of the Opequon. These movements, it may 
be seen from the inclosed orders (marked H), were made in compliance 
with instructions from the major-general commanding; yet these very 
operations were the subject of covert animadversions at the headquar- 
ters Middle Military Division. and I have been informed that the man- 
ner in which they were represented to the General-in-Chief induced the 
issuance of an optional order to relieve me from duty. Actuated solely 
by a desire to render the greatest possible service with my division, I 
cannot conjecture the grounds upon which my motives and reputation 
were permitted to suffer reproach. 
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Pursuant to orders received from the chief of cavalry I moved the 
main body of my division, on the 8th, across the Opequon to Leetown, 
picketing the Valley with one brigade until the 10th, when it was driven 
back to Martinsburg by a division of the enemy’s infantry. On the 
13th, pursuant to instructions from the major-general commanding, I 
made a reconnaissance with my division to Bunker Hill, Gerrardstown, 
and Pughtown. The enemy’s cavalry were driven beyond Bu iker Hill 
and his infantry found in position. On the 14th I returned to my 
former position and remained quiet, but with vigilant pickets and active 
scouting parties out, until the 18th, when the enemy, under Early in 
person, advanced a division of infantry, with a brigade of cavalry and 
sixteen pieces of artillery, supported by a division of infantry at Bun- 
ker Hill, to Martinsburg, driving my First Brigade across the Opequon 
after an obstinate resistance, in which several of the enemy were killed 
and captured. 

Battle of the 19th.—In obedience to instructions received from the 
chief of cavalry, I advanced at 5 a. m. on the 19th across the Opequon to 
Darkesville, thence to Bunker Hill, driving the enemy's cavalry pickets 
steadily. The enemy made a determined stand with his cavalry at 
Bunker Hill and stubbornly resisted the advauce of my division to Steph- 
enson’s Depot, five miles northof Winchester. Atthis point my attention 
was attracted by heavy firing to my left and rear, which was soon ascer- 
tained to be General Torbert endeavoring to cross the Opequon with 
Merritt’s division of cavalry. Distant firing could also be heard to the 
southward. Attacking the enemy opposed to Custer promptly in rear 
he was enabled to cross and join my left. My division soon shifted 
entirely to the west side of the pike, and as it advanced the line of 
battle on the left had an opportunity to form. My division advanced 
at a trot when within three miles of Winchester, never failing to drive 
the enemy before it. The enemy, one mile in front of the town, pre- 
sented a strong line at 2.30 p. m., but the attack of my division swept 
away that portion of his line west of the pike, captured one piece of 
artillery, seized the heights west of the town, and penetrated the town 
itself, when the giving away of Custer’s brigade opened my left flank to 
the enemy’s attack, an opportunity which he quickly embraced with 
infantry and artillery, but without succeeding in making my division 
relinquish the important position it had gained. Three of my staff, with 
several orderlies, were engaged for some time in rallying Torbert’s cav- 
alry, and our advance was delayed on account of the resistance the enemy 
was enabled to offer. At about this time,3 p.m., the attack of the infantry 
of the Army of West Virginia was made, and it became at ounce visible 
to both armies that we had gained the day. The broken ground, inter- 
sected by deep ditches and high embankments, west of the town gave 
the enemy a chance to save his left flank. Opposed by stubborn 
infantry and well-handled artillery our cavalry on such ground could 
make but slow progress, but with the shades of evening some of our 
infautry came to our assistance. Throughout the whole engagement 
my division was not broken nor thrown into disorder and was con- 
stantly in advance. My losses, as stated by informal reports of bri- 
gade commanders, in killed, wounded, and missing, were 250. Of the 
enemy, 3 officers and 80 men were captured, and 1 gun, 1 caisson, and 
2ambulances. The reports received from brigade commanders indicate 
a greater number of prisoners captured, but the above-mentioned num- 
ber is all for which my provost-marshal has receipts. 

At 5 o'clock on the morning of the 20th, pursuant to instructions 
received from the chief of cavalry, I marched my division by the Mid- 
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dle road to Cedar Creek, the advance driving the enemy’s pickets four 
miles beyond and forming a junction with the pickets of Torbert’s cay- 
alry on the Strasburg pike. Rations and forage were brought up and 
issued. On the 21st moved, at 5 a. m., to Lebanon Church, where I 
awaited orders until 7.45 a.m. Merritt’s division was withdrawn from 
my left, and I was left alone, with instructions to move on the Middle 
and Back roads until stopped by a superior force of the enemy, keep- 
ing up my connection with the right of the infantry line. As there is 
but one road besides the pike leading by Fisher’s Hill, with the excep- 
tion of some blind lanes, I moved along the Back road and across the 
country, driving the enemy’s outposts until a line of rail and earth 
breast-works was reached, behind which the enemy had a strong line 
of infantry or dismounted men. I informed the major-general com- 
manding that cavalry could not carry the position without co-operative 
movements of infantry, and that an infantry corps, by hugging the 
base of the North Mountain, might break around the enemy’s left and 
render his position untenable. The major-general commanding inspected 
the line in person and directed me to keep up a strong show of cavalry 
before it, which was done until the ensuing morning, when I pressed it 
as closely as possible with dismounted men. About 3 p.1n. of the 22d a 
division of the Sixth Corps attacked on the left of my immediate front, 
enabling me to carry the line, after which the enemy was driven by 
my division about a mile into his main works. General Crook’s com- 
mand passed along my rear thruugh a ravine to my right and assaulted 
the enemy’s extreme left in conjunction with one of my brigades, which 
leaped the works and scattered the enemy in wild confusion, pursuing 
the fugitives seven miles up the Valley, while Crook’s command passed 
toward the center. The country was only practicable for cavalry along 
the Back road; toward the center of the enemy’s position it is broken 
and wooded. The guerrillas were busy with Crook’s rear, picking up 
his stragglers, and iny remaining brigade protected it, pursuant to a 
request from Major-General Crook, to whom I had been directed to 
report, and guarded our own and the captured artillery, collecting pris- 
oners and property. The Second Brigade captured 110 prisoners, 175 
horses, 14 wagons, 8 ambulances, 4 guns, 4 caissons, and 2 battle-flags. 
This report is made from the verbal reports received at the time. The 
division was not entirely assembled at midnight. The sounds of battle 
had died away on my left and rear with the daylight, and a darkness 
succeeded through which it was difficult to find the way. Trains of 
ambulances, ammunition wagons, with guards and stragglers, were 
constantly coming up, requiring directions as to their destination. No 
information was received from the left and no instructions came from 
the major-general commanding or any one else. A staff officer, who 
had been sent to obtain information, returned and reported the oper- 
ations on the left concluded and the army at a halt. 

At daylight the ensuing morning I pushed on over a rough country 
road, sending scouting parties out to the left to communicate with the 
troops on the pike. Lieutenant Wakefield returned with one of these 
parties when I was within six miles of Woodstock, and reported the 
army was four miles behind. A staff officer sent to Major-General 
Crook returned with the message that I “had done exactly right,” and 
if no orders had yet been received by me to move on. The road was 
so hilly and indirect that I was delayed, so that upon my arrival at 
Woodstock I found the major-general commanding already there. 
Calling upon him, he informed me that I had made a mistake in not 
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pursuing the enemy the night before. He did not ask if I had pur- 
sued him or seem to care about knowing what had occupied me. I 
replied that I had received no information or instructions from him. 
He stated that he could not find me. J asked him if he had tried, to 
which he made no reply, but stated that the rebel army was a perfect 
mob, which would run away upon the firing of a single gun, and that 
he desired me to go and put in my cavalry. I assured him that I had 
never hesitated to put it in when there was any chance for success. The 
tone, manner, and words of the major-general commanding indicated 
and implied dissatisfaction. I did not entertain the opinion that the 
rebel army was a mob. The loss of his guns at Fisher’s Hill had been 
the result of the flank movement, but his loss in men had been incon- 
siderable, and his troops had been too well handled and his stragglers 
too few to justify in my mind an opinion that he was totally demor- 
alized. I proceeded along the pike as rapidly as possible to within two 
miles of Mount Jackson, where I found the brigade of General Devin 
engaged with a superior force of the enemy. Putting my division in 
action, the enemy was driven beyond the town. Major Lady and 
several prisoners were captured. On the heights beyond the village 
the army of the enemy could be plainly seen in bivouac, while a divis- 
ion of his infantry marched down and engaged me, opening five pieces 
of artillery. The position, naturally strong, had been strengthened by 
artificial defenses. The enemy was fully on the alert and perfectly 
able to hold the position against five times my force, and a signal 
officer reported to me that the enemy was moving a brigade or divis- 
ion around my right. My left rested on the river, and in my rear was 
an almost impassable creek, across which a detail from my division 
built a bridge, used by the army the next morning. I held my position 
until dark, reporting the strength and position of the enemy to the 
major-general commanding. Placing a strong picket-line close to the 
enemy, I moved my command across the creek in rear, where water and 
forage could be obtained, and where the command could rest securely 
until morning, as they had had but little forage for two days. At 11 
p. in. I received the note marked I from the major-general command- 
ing; shortly after the order marked K, relieving me from duty with my 
division. 

I have in the above report introduced some details which would have 
been excluded were it not for the peculiar circumstances under which 
itis written. An officer who has served the Government nine years, 
who has suffered from wounds in battle, cannot without any assigned 
cause or pretext be suddenly relfeved from the command of a division 
whose record tells of nothing but success and victories without having 
his sensibilities outraged and his reputation jeopardized. It is natural 
that the War Department should ask the wherefore for such action, 
and it is proper that I should state as explicitly as possible the reasons 
so far as known to me. I have evidence that it was determined to re- 
lieve me in order to make Brigadier-General Torbert chief of cavalry 
before Major-General Sheridan assumed command of the Middle Mili- 
tary Division. My success at Moorefield, achieved with an exhausted 
division against twice its numbers, probably caused a hesitation in my 
removal. The note of Major-General Sheridan, dated August 20, ex- 
hibits his readiness to avail himself of any pretext to censure me, and 
his reply to my explanation shows how completely his purpose was 
baffled. Major-General Sheridan illegally assumed the prerogative 
of the President of the United States and ordered me to report to a 
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junior officer on the 23d of August without any just cause. While I 
had the entire country on the right flank of the army to guard up to 
the 19th of September and had the orders of the major-general com- 
manding to attack the enemy whenever I had an opportunity, my suc- 
cesses were barely mentioned, my activity was covertly censured, and 
an unjust impression was permitted to rest in the mind of the General- 
in-Chief to the extent of causing him to send an optional order for my 
relief. It was, I believe, admitted on the 19th of September, on both 
sides, that our cavalry attack was the key to the victory which we won, 
and I think it was obvious that the success of that attack, as to time 
and place, was mainly attributable to the exertions of my division, 
yet although I was the ranking officer of cavalry making the attack 
the mention of my name in the dispatches was studiously avoided. 
Finally, the angry and discourteous note of the 23d was addressed 
to me to give the pretext implied therein a quasi establishment in his- 
tory, and before time was given me to reply the order was issued 
which, trampling upon my record and upon all military courtesy and 
justice, consigned me to the ignominy of idleness. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brevet Major-General. 
Lieut. Col. CHARLES KINGSBURY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division. 


[Inclosure.] 


GENERAL ORDERS,) HpqQrs. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 4. ) Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 8, 1864. 


1. Brig. Gen. A. T, A. Torbert, First Division, Cavalry Corps, Army 
of the Potomac, is hereby announced as chief of cavalry for the Mid- 
dle Military Division. Commanders of the Middle, Susquehanna, and 
Washington Departments will at once render returns of the cavalry 
force, and where stationed in their respective departinents. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
BE. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


A. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Berryville, August 18, 1864—5.30 a. m, 
(Received 11.30 a. m, 19th.) 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to inform 
you that our cavalry under General Torbert at Winchester have fallen 
back to Summit Point. The general directs that you move your com- 
mand tq the north side of the Potomac, if necessary, and cover the 
country from Williamsport to Pateit aes 7 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
he Ant JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


502 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. _(Cnar. LY. 
B. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 17, 1864. (Received 2.30 a. m. 18th.) 


[Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Second Division :] 
GENERAL: Winchester is evacuated to-night. Fall back toward 
Charlestown. The enemy are here in strong force. 
By command of Brigadier-General Torbert: 
M. A. RENO, 


Captain and Chief of Staff. 
C. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
In the Field, August 19, 1864—10 p.m. 
(Received a. m. 20th.) 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that if you can 
that you employ loyal citizens of Williamsport and vicinity to give you 
information in the case of an advance or attempt on the part of the 
enemy to cross the Potomac. In fact, the general rather desires that 
the enemy should cross; all that he wants is early information of the 
character and number of troops that pass over. All citizens that you 
may employ you will be authorized to pay a fair compensation to for 
the information given. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, &c., 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


D. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 


Shepherdstown, August 19, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. W. ForsyTH, 


Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division: 

COLONEL: I have received orders from General Torbert regarding 
the return of some men of General Duffié’s division, now serving with 
mine, and also requiring returns, &e. As I have received no order 
placing me under General l'orbert’s command, and as my commission 
is senior to his, I do not think it proper to obey his orders until I am 
shown by some law or order that it is proper that my rank should be 
ignored. The only general orders I have received regarding the 
organization of the cavalry of the Middle Military Division did not 
include the cavalry of the Department of West Virginia. I trust that 
you will understand that my only motive in declining to obey the orders 
of a junior is dictated by a sense of duty to myself and from no dis- 
respect to General Torbert or others. Will you be good enough to 
instruct me, if I am wrong, at your earliest convenience? 

I inclose a return of my command; the remounting and arming of a 
portion is going on at Hagerstown. The latest news I hear of the 
enemy is that he placed a strong infantry picket north of Winchester 
last evening, upon the road to Martinsburg. He had also about 400 
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cavalry at that point. As I have been unable to hear anything of the 
cavalry of Ramseur I apprehend a demonstration upon our flanks or 
some other points in West Virginia. I have sent some good scouts 
upon that flank, and have requested Major-General Kelley, at Cumber- 
land, to send scouts to Romney and Moorefield. I lardly think the 
enemy have any business upon your eastern flank at present. I shall 
be glad to be informed of any news or movements. My pickets are 
undisturbed at Martinsburg and other points southwest of that place. 
I have three parties to ascertain as exactly as possible the force of the 
enemy in the Valley, and gain some indications of his designs. 
Respectfully, &c., 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


E. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Halltown, Va., August 23, 1864—2 p.m. 


Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you report 
without delay to Brig. Gen. A. T. A. Torbert, chief of cavalry, Middle 
Military Division. All orders received by you from him will be obeyed 
and respected accordingiy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


F, 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
In the Field, August 20, 1864—8.30 p. m. 
(Received 8 a. m. 21st.) 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: I do not know why you moved your cavalry from Shep- 
herdstown. If there was a necessity it was not known to me, and you 
have not informed me. Your own scouts report nothing at Martins- 
burg or for four miles beyond in the direction of Winchester. Report 
to me at once where you are and why you moved from Shepherdstown. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General. 
G. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Fair Play, Md., August 21, 1864—7.30 a. m. 


Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Military Division : 


GENERAL: I have received your note of 8.30 p. m. yesterday, stating 
that I had not informed you why my cavalry was moved from Shep- 
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herdstown, &c. In reply, I beg leave to state that I sent a report yes- 
terday morning of the movement to you, and that it was made to 
carry out your desires and in compliance with instructions received 
from you. Therewas no necessity in the shape of an enemy, but it was 
necessary that your orders should be complied with. I received infor- 
mation from you at Martinsburg that General Torbert’s cavalry had been 
compelled to fall back to Summit Point, and directions to fall back to 
the north side of the Potomac if necessary, covering the crossings. I 
awaited the necessity, which came in the orders of the chief of cavalry 
to fall back from Martinsburg to Charlestown, on fhe way there to 
proceed to Smithfield, and a few minutes after a repetition of your order 
to cover the crossings of the Potomac, crossing it if necessary, and again 
yesterday morning an order from you in which these words occur: “ In 
fact, the general rather desires that the enemy should cross; all that he 
wants is early information of the character and number of the troops 
that pass over.” Now, inorder that the enemy might do as you desired, 
it was necessary that I should cross to this side, where the observa- 
tions you required could be made. Theinstructions received from your 
headquarters since I was ordered to stop at Martinsburg on my way to 
join you have not involved a chance to fight, but their uniform tenor 
has been to keep my division from the front, and also to give it some 
opportunity to remount. The position I now oceupy at Fair Play, with 
my pickets from Cherry Run to Antietam Furnace, satisfies the condi- 
tions of your instructions better than any other except Martinsburg, 
which I was directed to leave, and no other place has been designated 
in your orders. The reports of my own scouts, to which you refer, con- 
flicted with those received from your headquarters, that 4,000 or 5,000 
of the enemy’s cavalry were moving in my direction. The remounting 
of my division is progressing as rapidly as horses can be procured. I 
have yet over 600 dismounted men. I regret exceedingly that there 
should be any misunderstanding regarding the position of my division, 
as mny only desire is to do with it the greatest possible good to the cause 
and render the most assistance to you. : 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


bag 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIvIsIon, 

September 4, 1864—4.20 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: General Torbert came back from the Front Royal pike 
last night; reports that no rebel troops have left the Valley. Last night 
Kershaw attacked Crook on the Berryville pike about dark, and was 
handsomely repulsed, some 360 killed, wounded, and prisoners. The 
enemy’s force appear this evening to be concentrated at or about the 

serryville ford of the Opequon. I want you to cover the Smithfield 
road from Bunker Hill, if possible, and to push up the Valley so far as 
it is prudent. Whenever you have an opportunity attack the enemy. 
Very respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE Mixirary Dtvision, 
Woodstock, Va., September 23, 1864. 
Brevet Major-General AVERELL: 

Your report and report of signal officer received. I do not. want 
you to let the enemy bluff you or your command, and I want you to 
distinctly understand this note. I do not advise rashness, but I do 
desire resolution and actual fighting, with necessary casualties, before 
you retire. There must now be no backing or filling by you, without a 
superior force of the enemy actually engaging you. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


K. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, : HpgQrs. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 

No. 41. September 23, 1864. 

I. Bvt. Maj. Gen. W. W. Averell, commanding Second Cavalry 

Division,-Department of West Virginia, is relieved from duty with that 
command and will at once proceed to Wheeling, W. Va., there to await 
orders from these headquarters or higher authority. General Averell 
will only take with him his personal staff. Col. William H. Powell, 
Second West Virginia Cavalry, is assigned to the command of the 
Second Cavalry Division, Department of West Virginia, until otherwise 
ordered. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of Majot-General Sheridan: 
C. KINGSBURY, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


ADDENDA. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpagrs. SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
> DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 22. , In the Field, August 9, 1864, 


The brigadier-general commanding congratulates the officers and 
men of the division upon the brilliant success achieved by their valor at 
Moorefield on the morning of the 7th instant. A boastful enemy of 
double your numbers was completely routed, many killed, his artillery 
captured, with three battle-flags and over 400 prisoners. But with our 
exultations is mingled a profound grief at the loss of Major Conger, 
Third West Virginia Cavalry, who found death as he had always 
wished, in the front of battle, with heart and hand intent upon the 
doing of his duty. Brave, steadfast, and modest; when he fell this 
command lost one of its best soldiers, and his regiment and general a 
friend. The men who followed him in the charge will never forget his 
glorious example or that of the gallant Lieutenant Clark, who fell by 
his side. The thanks of the division are given to Col. W. H. Powell 
aud Major Gibson, commanding brigades, for the irresistible élan with 
which they led their men against the enemy. The conduct of Captain 
Kerr, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, the daring with which he 
penetrated the enemy’s lines of battle, taking a battle-flag from a regi- 
ment in his dash after the rebel commander, is worthy of our highest 
admiration; with his horse killed under him and a severe wound in the 
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head, that he escaped death or capture, is due to the devoted heroism 
of the men who followed him. The steady and rapid advance of the 
Fourteenth Pennsylvania, Eighth Ohio, First and Third Virginia 
Cavalry (the Second Virgima being held in reserve), and the brilliant 
charge of the First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry, repeated the lesson that 
the enemy cannot stand before our united and determined efforts. 
By command of Brig. Gen. W. W. Averell: 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 152. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. William H. Powell, U. 8. Army, commanding 
Second ‘Division (Army of West Virginia), of operations September 
24-October 27 and November 12. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, , 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Front Royal, Va., October 27, 1864. 

Magsor: In obedience to Special Orders, No. 37, headquarters Cav- 
alry Corps, Middle Military Division, I have the honor to submit the 
following report of the operations of the Second Cavalry Division, 
Department of West Virginia, since the 24th day of September, 1864, 
at which time, in obedience to Special Orders, No. 41, current series, 
from headquarters Middle Military Division, I assumed command of 
the division, composed of two brigades and one four-gun battery (Battery 
L, Fifth U.S. Artillery, commanded by Lieut. G. V. Weir), the First 
Brigade consisting of Eighth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, 
Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and Twenty-second Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, commanded by Col. J. M. Schoonmaker, Fourteenth Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry; and Second Brigade consisting of the First, Second, 
and Third West Virginia Cavalry Regiments and First New York (Lin- 
coln) Cavalry Regiment, commanded by Col. H. Capehart, First Regiment 
West Virginia Cavalry. The eutire staff of Brevet Major-General 
Averell (whom I relieved), with the exception of surgeon-in-chief, Doctor 
Wynne, surgeon Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, accompanied the 
general (and are still absent), taking with them the papers, books, &c. 
(all records of the division), by which I have suffered much inconven- 
lence in furnishing necessary reports. At the time I assumed command 
of the division the strength present of it was 101 commissioned officers, 
and 2,186 enlisted men; present and absent, 276 commissioned officers 
and 6,950 enlisted men: 

In obedience to orders from headquarters Middle Military Division I 
moved the command on the 24th day of September, 1864, at 11 a. m. 
from the Valley pike across to the Middle road leading through Forest 
Hill and Broadway to Harrisonburg. My advance met the enemy’s 
pickets one mile north of Forest Hill, drove them beyond Forest Hill a 
short distance, when the enemy formed line of battle, which, not being 
very strong, was soon broken and he driven in confusion, From the 
citizens and prisoners taken at Forest Hill I learned that the force on 
my front was composed of the commands—cavalry—of Generals Im- 
boden, Johnson, and McCausland. I drove them rapidly before me to 
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within four miles of Harrisonburg. Camped the command three miles 
south of Broadway. The enemy’s loss during the day was 15 killed, 
18 prisoners, 14 wagons, and a large amount of ammunition. ° My loss 
was one man slightly wounded. September 25, broke camp at 8.30 
a.m. Movements detained awaiting return of squadron sent to Major- 
General Sheridan’s headquarters the evening previous to open com- 
munication. Found no enemy on the road to Harrisonburg, which 
point I reached at noon. After a halt of two hours to feed moved out 
to and beyond Mount Crawford, camping on the north side of the 
river. September 26, in obedience to orders from headquarters Cav- 
alry Corps, Middle Military Division, moved at daylight across the 
Valley to Middle River; encountered the enemy’s pickets 100 strong; 
drove them across toward Brown’s Gap; thence moved in accordance 
with orders in the direction of Staunton. On reaching Piedmont I was 
overtaken by a staff officer from Brigadier-General Merritt’s headquar- 
ters, Port Republic, Va., with a request from Gereral M. for my imme- 
diate return to Weyer’s Cave, near Brown’s Gap, to co-operate with 
him in the capture of General Early’s train. Having received informa- 
tion that the enemy had evacuated Staunton I returned with my com- 
mand at once, in compliance with General M.’s request; and on my 
arrival at Weyer’s Cave, three miles west of Brown’s Gay, ordered my 
command across the South River, prepared for and immediately at- 
tacked the enemy’s cavalry, the only force that could be seen at that 
time. This was driven back with but little delay. The enemy at ouce 
pushed forward his infantry and opened his artillery vigorously upon 
my advance, which, together with the dense forest and underbrush, 
precluded the possibility of a farther advance of my main line, which 
was then ordered to fall back to the west side of the river, leaving my 
skirmish line confronting the enemy’s during the night. 

September 27, at the request of General Merritt I again threw my 
command across the South River, except the Second Virginia Cavalry, 
which was ordered into position on the front of my camp, and two 
squadrons left in camp to guard train, &c. At the moment I was 
about to order the advance of my line Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry, with one 
brigade of infantry and one battery, made an attack on the front of my 
camp, where the Second Virginia Cavalry was formed. The first inti- 
mation I had of the whereabouts of Fitzhugh Lee’s command was the 
opening of his artillery, he having crossed the South River about two 
miles above my camp at the same time that my command crossed at 
Weyer’s Cave to attack. I changed front immediately, ordered train 
to the rear, chauged position of my battery, and opened vigorously on 
the enemy, who, in his superiority of strength, was driving the Second 
Virginia Cavalry. His line was soon checked and held until my main 
body had recrossed the South [ River] and formed, when my line advanced 
and charged the enemy, driving him back rapidly, thereby relieving 
Brigadier-General Custer (with a small escort), who was on his way from 
Staunton to take command of my division. In the meantime a heavy 
column of infantry, cavalry, and artillery moved out from Brown’s Gap, 
and was preparing to attack my left flank and cut off my retreat, which, 
however, I prevented by falli: g back slowly in the direction of Port 
Republic, keeping my command well in hand for any emergency, being 
followed up closely by Fitzhugh Lee’s command and the main force of the 
enemy, who crossed the river at the ford near Weyer’s Cave. On arriv- 
ing at North River the main body of my command crossed at the ford 

one mile above Port Republic, which was covered by a strong skirmish 


508 OPERATIONS IN N, VA., W. VA.. MD., AND PA. —(Cuar. LV. 


line thrown out from my own command, having received no support 
from any other source. After the command had crossed the river it 
was moved off to Cross Keys in good order, though under a terrific fire 
from the enemy’s artillery which was put in position on the opposite 
side of the river. I then turned the command over to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Custer, who had been ordered to the command of the division. 
September 29, the division under command of General Custer, moved 
from Cross Keys to Mount Sidney, covering the country lying between 
the roads via Weyer’s Cave to Piedmont and Mount Sidney, under 
orders to collect and drive off all stock, horses, &c., and to destroy all 
forage, grain, and flouring mills, returning to Mount Crawford on the 
main pike under same orders, where in rear of the Sixth Corps the 
division camped for the night. On the morning of the 30th Brigadier- 
General Custer was relieved from the command of the division and 
ordered to assume command of Third Cavalry Division, and I was 
again ordered to the command of the division and to report to Brevet 
Major General Torbert at Harrisonburg, Va. 1 moved the command 
to near Harrisonburg and camped for the night. 

On the morning of the 1st of October I moved the division, by order 
of General Torbert, on the Port Republic road down Page Valley to 
Luray, driving off all stock of every description, destroying all grain, 
burning mills, blast furnaces, distilleries, tanneries, and all forage, reach- 
ing Luray on the evening of the 2d, where the division remained until 
the morning of the 7th, subsisting entirely upon the enemy. October 
3, I sent a reconnoitering party up into Blue Ridge Mountains, sur- 
prised a party of bushwhackers, destroyed their rendezvous, capturing 
2 prisoners, 10 wagons (loaded with plunder of every description), 
medical supplies to the value of $5,000, horses, mules, &c., and sent 
one bushwhacker to his long home. Sent scouting party through Thorn- 
ton’s |Gap] to Sperryville; found all quiet at that point. October 4, had 
two bushwhackers shot. to death in retaliation for the murder of a 
soldier belonging to my command by a bushwhacker, the soldier hav- 
ing been found by my command with his throat cut from ear to ear. 
October 5, sent Major Farabee, First West Virginia Cavalry, in com- 
mand of a detachment of 300 men, through Thornton’s Gap to Rapidan 
railroad bridge, who rejoined the column on the 7th on the road to 
Front Royal, reporting the entire destruction of the bridge by cutting 
down, the timber being so green that it would not burn, and the 
capture of 1 lieutenant and 8 men and horses; no organized force 
of the enemy seen on his route. October 6, destroyed tannery, the 
property of Peter Borsk, of Luray, used for the exclusive benefit of the 
rebel army. Unfinished leather to the value of about $80,000 was 
destroyed here. October 7, moved the division down the Luray Valley 
to Front Royal. October 11, moved the division, under orders from 
Brevet Major-General Torbert, through Chester Gap, Flint Hill, Gaines’ 
Cross-Roads, and Little Washington, to Sperryville; sent detachment 
to Thornton’s Gap; captured General Rosser’s picket post in the gap; 
found no enemy at Sperryville. On my arrival at Sperryville I learned 
of the movements of McCausland’s cavalry command in the direction 
of Amissville to form a junction with Mosby’s guerrillas (some 400 
strong, with four pieces artillery), with a view to making an attack 
upon the Manassas Gap Railroad at Salem. As soon as the command 
was fed I moved across to Amissville, via Little Washington and 
Gaines’ Cross-Roads, for the purpose of cutting off his retreat and 
following himup. On my arrival at Amissville, at 6.30 a. m. of the 12th, 
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I learned that McCausland’s command passed through Amissville at a 
very rapid speed in the direction of Madison Court-House at 4 o’clock 
that a. m., having heard of my movements on the evening of the 11th. 
Having no artillery, he was enabled to move much more rapidly than it 
was possible for me to move my division. Being surrounded at all 
times by small squads of guerrillas watching opportunities to dash 
upon small parties, I deemed it impracticable to allow my command to 
become separated or scattered. I then moved the command te Flint 
Hill, collecting and driving off all stock that could be found on our 
route to that point. 

October 13, having learned of the willful and cold-blooded murder of 
a U.S. soldier by two men (Chancellor and Myers, members of Mosby’s 
gang of cut-throats and robbers), some two miles from my camp a few 
days previous, I ordered the execution of one of Mosby’s gang whom I 
had captured the day previous at Gaines’ Cross-Roads, and placing 
the placard on his breast with the following inscription: “A.C. Willis, 
member of Company C, Mosby’s command, hanged by the neck in re- 
taliation for the murder of a U.S. soldier by Messrs. Chancellor and 
Myers.” I also sent a detachment, under command of Captain Howe, 
First West Virginia Cavalry, with orders to destroy the residence, barn, 
and all buildings and forage, on the premises of Mr. Chancellor, and 
to drive off all stock of every description, which orders were promptly 
carried out. 

October 19, all quiet on my front since the 13th. At daylight this a. 
m. I heard heavy artillery and musketry firing on my right. Held my 
command well in hand for any emergency. At 8 a. m. received a dis- 
patch from Colonel Moore, commanding First Brigade, stationed on my 
right at Buckton Ford, that he was moving back toward Middletown, 
but gave no reason for doing so. At 9 a.m. Captain Berry, of Major- 
General Torbert’s staff, reached my headquarters with verbal orders 
to fall back at once, stating that the enemy was between me and our 
main force and some three miles in my rear, on my right. I moved 
back slowly on the Front Royal and Winchester pike. On my leaving 
Guard Hill the enemy charged my picket-line at South Branch Ford, 
but were repulsed with a loss of four men killed. The enemy’s force 
on my rear following at a respectful distance was said to be Lomayx’s, 
Imboden’s, Johnson’s, aid McCausland’s cavalry, 3,000 strong. On 
my arrival at the cross-roads leading to Winchester, White Post, and 
Newtown I formed line of battle, with a view to attacking the enemy 
on his approach. From this position and previous to the arrival of the 
enemy I was ordered by General Torbert to join him at once, which I 
did by moving across to Newtown, where I remained awaiting orders. 
Having dispatched General T. the movements of the enemy on the 
Front Royal and Winchester pike, I was ordered to move my command 
back to the cross-roads and prevent the advance of the enemy to 
Winchester. On the morning of the 20th I moved my command for- 
ward to Cedarville and learned that the enemy had fallen back to Mil- 
ford. On the evening of the 22d I ordered Major Gibson, with de- 
tachment of 300 men, up the Luray Valley toward Milford. He met 
the enemy’s picket at Bentonville, charged his reserve, and drove him 
across Milford Creek; found him in strong force and in his fortifica- 
tions. On his return to camp found Colonel Dunn’s (rebel) battle-flag 
at the picket-post from whence he had driven him. The road_being 
strongly barricaded prevented the capture of any prisoners. On the 
evening of the 23d I ordered Col. H. Capehart, commanding Second 
Brigade, with detachment of 500 men, on a reconnaissance in the direc- 
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tion of Milford; found the enemy’s pickets at Bentonville, drove them 
in, charged the reserve, and drove everything across Millord Creek; 
found the enemy still occupying his works. After a brisk and spirited 
but fruitless attempt to dislodge him, fell back to Allen’s Cross-Roads. 

On the evening of the 25th I collected everything I had in camp 
but a light camp guard and moved to that point. On the morning of 
the 26th I moved my whole command (effective strength, 76 officers 
and 1,053 enlisted men) to the north side of Milford Creek, attacked 
the enemy in his works at daylight, made such disposition of my force 
as to attack him on his right flank and front, supporting the attack by 
a vigorous fire from my artillery; did severe damage to the enemy’s 
works, but failed to dislodge him for want of adequate force covering 
his entire line of fortifications. I kept him closely holed during the 
day, having received dispatch from General Torbert that Colonel Kidd’s 
brigade had been sent up the Powell’s Big Fort Valley passage to 
co-operate with me by striking the enemy’s rear. I held the enemy in 
his works awaiting report from Colonel Kidd, which I received by 
Captain Warner about 12.30 p.m., stating that Colonel K. had been 
misled, lost the road, and when he (Captain W.) left Colonel K.’s com- 
mand, it was at least three miles north of McCoy’s Ford, and about 
moving up into the mountain to open communication with me by sig- 
nal, Later in the day I received Colonel K.’s second dispatch, saying 
that he had been ordered to reach the flank or rear of the enemy on 
my front, that he found the pass so obstructed that he could not reach 
me in time to accomplish anything, and had gone back to camp. In 
obedience to orders from headquarters Cavalry Corps, I returned with 
my command to Guard Hill at 10 p.m. 26th. On my leaving Milf rd 
the enemy developed his whole force in his works, but did not follow 
my command. 

The country through which I have passed and in which I have oper- 
ated has been lettin such a condition as to barely leave subsistence for 
the inhabitants. The property destroyed, viz, grain, forage, flouring 
mills, tanneries, blast furnaces, &¢., and stock driven off, has inflicted 
a severe blow on the enemy. The money value of this property could 
not have been less than $3,000,000. There is still considerable forage 
and stock in the valley, east of the Blue Ridge, adjacent to the head- 
waters of the Rappahannock. 

My thanks are due to my present brigade commanders, Cols. H. 
Capehart, First Virginia Cavalry, and A. 8S. Moore, Eighth Ohio Vol- 
unteer Cavalry, for their cheerful obedience and promptness in the 
execution of all orders; and especially are my thanks due to the sol- 
diery in the division, whe have been called upon to labor inéessantly 
since the Ist of May, often barefooted, bareheaded, and ragged and 
lousy for lack of clothing and time to keep themselves clean, all of 
which has been borne by them without a murmur. 

Lhave the honor to report that during the operations of my com- 
mand, since under my immediate control, I have endeavored to execute 
all orders from headquarters promptly and to the letter, fearless and 
regardless of rebel consequences. On the 5th and 13th instant it 
became my duty, though painful and repugnant to my own feelin gs, to 
order the execution of three Confederate bushwhackers, in retaliation 
for two Union soldiers murdered by guerrillas, believing it to be the 
only means of protection to our soldiers against the operations of all 
such illegal and outlawed bands of horse-thieves and murderers, 
recognized and supported by rebel authorities, for which I have been 
threatened by the Richmond press. But by this I cannot be intimi- 
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dated in the discharge of my duties under orders. And I wish it dis- 
tinctly understood by the rebel authorities that if two to one is not 
sufficient I willincrease it to twenty-two to one, and leave the conse- 
quences in the hands of my Government. 

Tam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. oH. POWELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps, Mid. Mil. Div. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Front Royal, Va., October 27, 1864. 


Mayor: I returned to camp at 10 p. m. yesterday. Fought the 
enemy vigorously from 6 a.m. until 2p. m.; found his works lengthened 
and strengthened. His line of works is fully one mile in length, from 
which he cannot be driven by an attack on his front alone. I madean 
attempt to turn his right by sending all the force I could spare from 
my frout and rear; dismounted, gained his flank, and at the same time 
opened my guns vigoiously on his right and attacked his front, but 
found my force too weak. With the co-operation of Colonel Kidd’s 
brigade on the enemy’s rear [ am confident I could have carried his 
works and punished him severely. Colonel Kidd’s command was near 
McCoy’s Ford between the hours of 10 a.m. and 12 in. yesterday, so 
reported to me by Captain Warner, of his command. Why he did not 
report is as yet unexplained to me, as he could have marched his 
brigade, via the cross-roads to Milford, and have reached me at 1 p.m. 
(as did Captain Warner with his escort), and from that point reached 
the enemy’s rear at 2.30 p. m., givingus ample time for the attack. I 
learned trom a reliable source that General Lomax was in command; 
that he had seven brigades of cavalry, strength said to be between 
3,000 and 5,000 men. J saw no artillery. I do not think there is any 
infantry near him. His entire line of tortifications was well filled with, 
J think, dismounted cavalry. Lieutenant Weir served his battery well; 
smashed up considerable of the enemy’s works and the rebel head- 
quarters; killed and wounded several. My loss is six men wounded. 
Iwas unable to get any information of the movements of the enemy 
from Luray Valley or elsewhere, except citizens report that his cavalry 
is nearly all in the valley between Milford aud Luray. I think all 
there is of it in the Luray Valley was on my front yesterday. 

Why is it that my ordnance train was stopped at Winchester last 
Saturday night and kept there? The train system of my division is 
certainly in bad shape, from which I will always have trouble until my 
quartermaster has possession of it to a certain extent, if not entire. I 
understand reflections have been cast upon my quartermaster by some 
one at cavalry headquarters, for my not having received clothing, &e. 
1 know him well, and know he is capable, and is doing all he has the 
means to do with. 

I will send in my official report of operations this evening, and will 
have all other reports forwarded with as little delay as possible, 

I have the honor to be, your obedieut servant, 
W. H. POWELL, 
Brigadier- General, 
Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., » ins 
' Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps, Mid, Mil, Div, 
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
November 17, 1864. 


Magsor: I have the honor to make the following report of the oper- 
ations of my command on the 12th instant, in anengagement with rebel 
Major-General Lomax’s division, on the Winchester and Front Royal 
pike, near Nineveh, Va.: 2 

In compliance with orders from headquarters Cavalry, Middle Mili- 
tary Division, I moved my command at daylight of the 12th from camp 
at Parkins’ Mills, on Winchester and Front Royal pike, moving in the 
direction of Front Royal, and to the crossing of the road leading from 
Newtown, Va., to White Post. Before arriving at this point orders 
reached me from Major-General Torbert (by Captain Martindale) to send 
one brigade on a reconnaissance toward Cedarville. On my arrival at 
the cross-roads I sent my First Brigade, commanded by Col. William 
B. Tibbits, Twenty-first New York Cavalry, immediately torward on 
the reconnaissance. Soon after Colonel Tibbits had moved out I again 
received orders trom chief of cavalry (by Captain Reno) to move my 
whole command to Nineveh, and thence across the country to Middle- 
town. On my arrival at Nineveh, while in the execution of the latter 
order, I found Colonel Tibbits engaged with the enemy about half a 
mile south of the village. I moved Second Brigade forward at once to 
his support, and learned from him that he had driven the enemy back 
to under cover of his guns. Colonel Tibbits was then falling back, in 
compliance with my orders to move across to Middletown. While 
forming my division for a charge, the enemy charged my advance. I 
moved my whole line forward at once with drawn sabers (having the 
lines well supported on each flank and the center), charged the enemy, 
broke his lines, aud drove him in great confusion beyond Front Royal 
and pursued him so closely as to prevent the possibility of his rallying 
or reforming his lines. The close of the day prevented farther pursuit. 

The conduct of the officers and enlisted men throughout the entire 
command was most gallant—seldom equaled, rarely excelled. 

The enemy’s force consisted of the Fourteenth, Sixteenth, Seven- 
teenth, Twenty-first, and Twenty-second Regiments of Virginia Cav- 
alry, Sixty-second Regiment Mounted Infantry, and Lurty’s battery— 
two guns. My command was composed of Eighth Ohio Volunteer 
Cavalry, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and Twenty-first New York 
Cavalry, commanded by Col. William B. Tibbits (first Brigade), and 
the First Virginia Cavalry, Third Virginia Cavalry, and First New 
York Cavalry (Second Brigade), commanded by Col. H. Capehart, First 
Virginia Cavalry. 

The enemy’s loss was 20 killed, 35 wounded, and 161 prisoners, 
including 19 commissioned officers (prisoners), from the grade of lieu- 
tenant-colonel down. Among the enemy’s killed was Colonel Rad- 
ford, of the Twenty-second Virginia Cavalry, a major on General 
Karly’s staff, and a captain on McCausland’s staff. I captured of 
the enemy 2 pieces artillery (all he had), 2 caissons, 2 wagons and 1 
ambulance, and 5V horses, and 2 battle-flags. Iwas obliged to destroy, 
for want of means to bring from the field, one of:the caissons, one 
wagon loaded with ammunition, and the ambulance. The enemy had 
strewn the ground with small-arms in his flight; these were broken up 
as far aS practicable. 

The prisoners reported that General McCausland was slightly 
wounded, and escaped by taking to the woods. My own loss was 1 
commissioned officer and 1 enlisted man killed and 15 enlisted men 
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wounded. Among the killed was Capt. R. G. Prendergast, acting pro- 
vost-marshal on my staff. I brought the wounded of my command 
and most of the enemy’s wounded off the field, and returning reached 
camp at Parkins’ Mills at 9.30 p. m. same day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. POWELL, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General.| 


No. 153. 


Report of Col. James M. Schoonmaker, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cav- 
alry, commanding First Brigade, of operations September 28. 


Hvagrs. FIRST BRIGADE, SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Camp near Cross Keys, Va., September 28, 1864—8.10 p. m. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I have just this moment 
returned from the reconnaissance ordered, and beg leave to submit the 
following report: 

I crossed the river with two regiments (Twenty-second Pennsylvania 
and Eighth Ohio), and proceeded without any molestation to the road 
which leads from Brown’s Gap to the Piedmont road and to the ground 
occupied by this division when it was attacked yesterday, sending 
strong patrols to within half a mile of Brown’s Gap, and on the Pied- 
mont road to near the Staunton pike and to Piedmont. From informa- 
tion carefully gleaned I learned that the enemy’s force left the river 
this morning at10 a.m. Their force consisted of one brigade of in- 
fantry, one of cavalry, and one battery (four pieces) horse artillery. 
They retired to the cross-roads and thence in rear of the army through 
Piedmont. The rebel army moved last night in the following order: 
Rodes’ old division, with the entire train, moved up this side of the 
Blue Ridge in the direction of Rockfish Gap; the remainder of the 
infantry and artillery moved past Weyer’s Cave, through Piedmont 
and Mount Meridian, in the direction of the railroad; the cavalry 
moved yesterday from Brown’s Gap in the direction of Charlottesville, 
and a man who passed over the road states that they were scattered 
from one end of it to the other, twenty-two miles. Early in person went 
with Rodes’ division and the train. At the house where he made his 
headquarters last night they reported him beastly intoxicated all night. 
Kershaw’s division is shoeless, and a large number of the infantry with- 
out arms. While on the hill above Weyer’s Cave I could distinctly 
hear artillery firing in the direction of Staunton, and citizens report 
heavy firing in the direction of Rockfish Gap this a.m. Nothing has 
passed through Brown’s Gap. Citizens state that Karly was censured 
from Richmond for placing his command in the mountain region and 
leaving Staunton and the Valley open. I tried tocapture some prisoners, 
but the only squad I saw flew like sheep in all directions. My com- 
mand is upon the same ground occupied during the day, and pickets 
out as ordered. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


Brigadier-General CUSTER. 
(Through Captain Prendergast, acting assistant adjutant-general.) 
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Report of Lieuts. Albert G. Hague and John H. Nesmith, Fourteenth 


2) 


Pennsylvania Cavalry, of operations October 3. 


GUARD HILL, VA., October 9, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: We have the honor of making the following report con- 
cerning the capture of part of the picket-post, commanded by Captain 
Jackson, at the bridge over the Shenandoah River near Mount Jackson, 
Va., on Monday morning, October 3, 1864: 

The picket-post was taken by surprise about 4a.m. Captain Jack- 
son, of Company F, and First Lieutenant Murphy, of Company G, with 
forty-two men, were captured; six men were wounded—four men of the 
Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry and two infantrymen who staid with 
us over night (infantry stragglers from train). Lieutenant Hague, with 
nine men, escaped by way of bridge under cover of darkness to picket- 
post on the road; Lieutenant Nesmith, with -three men. escaped to 
picket-post toward New Market, and finding his retreat cut off toward 
New Market crossed the river at the bridge after daylight and joined 
Lieutenant Hague at Edenburg, where we found we had forty men left 
of the command; since we have ascertained, by one of our men who was 
paroled, that sixty of the enemy pursued us as far as Edenburg, then 
ascertaining our strength sent for re-enforcements and still pursued us 
on, but did not overtake us. At Edenburg we ascertained that we 
would likely meet an upward-bound train near Strasburg. We kept on 
the road in that direction, but did not meet any train, and as the men 
were out of rations and had been for several days, and the horses in a 
bad condition for the want of shoeing and forage, and not knowing 
where our regiment was, we concluded to go back as far as Winchester, 
where we reported to the post commander, Colonel Edwards, and the 
first opportunity we had we returned with train to Cedar Creek, and 
from there to this place, where we again joined our regiment. 

Inclosed you will find plat of picket-post.* 

The above we respectfully submit. 

Your obedient servants, 
A. G. HAGUE, 
Second Lieutenant Company E, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
: JOHN H. NESMITH, 
Second Ineutenant Company F, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
Capt. W. W. MILEs, 
Commanding Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


No. 155. 


Report of Maj. Thomas Gibson, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, of 
operations October 23. 


CAMP FOURTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY, 
October 24, 1864. 
COLONEL: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your 
directions, I left camp last evening with 300 men—detachments of 
the regiments composing the First and Second Brigades—at 7 p.m. 
I proceeded as far as Dry Run, and seeing fires, which I thought were 


* Omitted. 
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probably the camp-fires of a party of guerrillas, on my left, I moved for- 
ward a short distance for the purpose of reaching a road leading in 
the direction of the fires. My advance moved and were immediately 
fired into by a squad of five or six of the enemy, who were posted be- 
hind a strong barricade in the road in my front. The night was very 
dark and the shade of the trees made the road so dark that an object 
was not discernible at ten paces. The enemy’s vedettes did not chal- 
lenge my advance nor make any noise or movements calculated to re- 
veal their presence. My advance charged but were prevented from 
reaching the enemy by the barricade. They had three barricades in 
the road between the vedettes and reserve, all of which could only be 
passed by a detour. These obstructions prevented my capturing any 
of thé picket and gave the main guard of the enemy, composed of two 
squadrons, time to form. I charged the main guard of their outpost, 
and the enemy fled before us down the main road and through the 
woods, leaving their blankets, haversacks, &c., strewn about their 
camp. The outpost was Dunn’s battalion. We captured their battle- 
flag, but the bearer escaped. I kept steadily down the pike at a fast 
trot, my advance at a gallop, and ran the enemy into their camp in 
great confusion. The delay at the barricades allowed the outpost time 
to warn the camp, and, in consequence, the enemy were mostly formed 
on foot. I charged them in column of fours and drove them in contfu- 
sion back to the creek, but a line on the opposite side opened a heavy 
fire and my movement was checked. I formed a line and charged 
again, but could effect little, owing to the rough nature of the ground 
and the darkness. I opened a heavy fire, which contused the enemy 
greatly and drove him in a disorderly mass over the creek, where 
he formed under cover of earth-works on the opposite side of the creek, 
which commanded my advance. The darkness and the nature of the 
ground, together with the superiority of the enemy’s numbers, induced 
me to retire. I did not leave, however, until nearly all the enemy’s 
forces crossed the creek. The camp we attacked contained, at the low- 
est estimate, 1,800 men. I gained from a citizen, at whose house 
Colonel Dunn, commanding the rebel outpost, staid, that the commands 
of Lee, Lomax, and Rosser were camped from Milford to Luray. The 
citizen said they were “camped for fifteen miles along the road,” which 
was corroborated by women and negroes in the vicinity. Rosser is 
said to have reached Milford at dark yesterday. The movements of 
wagons could be distinctly heard in the rebel camps on the Luray side 
of the creek, evidently hurrying away. The camps on the Luray side 
appeared to be of a brigade, besides the fires in rear of the earth-works, 
supposed, and so reported by a citizen, to be the camp of a battery of 
artillery. One citizen reported having seen four guns. Rosser is said 
to be 3,000 strong and has four guns. 

I yegret that I could capture no prisoners, but the circumstances 
made it impossible. I retired from the enemy’s front at 2 a. m., and on 
reaching the cross-roads I crossed to the west side of the river and 
captured about sixty head of cattle and sheep. The hattle-flag cap- 
tured is that of Dunn’s battalion, I believe, Thirty-seventh Virginia 
Cavalry Battalion. 

I am, very respectfully, 
T. GIBSON, 
Major Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


Col. W. H. POWELL, ra aati 
Comdg. Second Cavalry Division, Dept. of West Virginia. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. James H. Wilson, U. S. Army, commanding Third 
Division, of operations July 31-September 30. 


GRAVELLY SPRINGS, ALA., February 18, 1865.* 


From the 31st of July till the 4th of August the division picketed 
from the left of the infantry line to Lee’s Mill, connecting at that place 
with the Second Division. On the 4th of August I received orders to 
move my division, via Washington City, to the Shenandoah Valley and 
report to Major-General Sheridan. At daylight the next day the divis- 
ion broke camp and marched to City Point, where it arrived the same 
day and made preparations to embark upon steam transports for Gies- 
borough Point, near Washington. On the night of August 12, the whole 
division having arrived at Giesborough, it began the march to the 
Shenandoah Valley, via Leesburg and Snicker’s Gap. While near 
Washington the First Brigade had been armed with Spencer carbines. 
On the 17th of August, about noon, the command arrived at Winches- 
ter, having marched from Berryville by the way of White Post. The 
army had fallen back from Cedar Creek and was just retiring from 
Winchester. I was ordered to report to General Torbert, chief of cav- 
alry, and hold Winchester as long as possible. I posted my command 
so as to cover all the roads into the place from the south, particularly 
the Millwood, Front Royal, and Valley pikes. About 2 p. m. Lowell’s 
brigade of cavalry and Penrose’s brigade of infantry arrived; the lat- 
ter were deployed as skirmishers between the Valley and Front Royal 
pikes. At 4 p.m. the enemy advanced to the attack with infantry 
skirmishers, but were repulsed, but at 6 p. m. returned with Breckin- 
ridge’s entire corps, and after a sharp fight compelled us to withdraw 
from the place. This was done under ‘cover of night, Colonel Chap- 
maw’s brigade, with Pennington’s battery, having been previously sent 
back to occupy a strong position on the Martinsburg road, just north 
of Winchester. The command then marched to the east side of the 
Opequon and. bivouacked at Summit Point just before daylight. The 
army having halted at Charlestown my division was kept employed in 
picketing and patrolling the Opequon trom Middleway to the Berryville 
and Winchester pike. On the 21st of August the rebels crossed the 
Opequon in force at Middleway, drove in our pickets at that place, 
‘and threatened to interpose thémselves between us and Charlestown. 
After a sharp fight, in which both Chapman and McIntosh gave the 
enemy a severe check, I received orders from General Sheridan to 
communicate with General Merritt’s division, then operating in the 
direction of Berryville, and, in conjunction with it, to lose no time in 
joining the army at Charlestown. I therefore called in everything 
except a light skirmish line, withdrew by the right and left flank of 
brigades at the same time, and marched directly for the Charlestown 
and Berryville pike. After hearing that General Merritt was unmo- 
lested, I retired slowly to Charlestown and went into position on the 
Leetown road, covering the right of the infantry. General Sheridan 
having determined to withdraw to the strong. position at Halltown 
during the night, I was directed to cover the rear with my division. 
I was ordered to be ready to move at dawn, and had my command under 
arms accordingly. Merritt’s division and Duffié’s brigade were late in 


_* For portions of this report here omitted, see Vol. XXXVI, Part I, p. 875, and Vol. 
AL, Part I, p. 620, i 3 


Cuar. LY. THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN, 517 


starting and thereby delayed my march. The enemy, having discov- 
ered the withdrawal of the infantry, advanced just atter dawn, and a 
sharp skirmish ensued. The road was soon cleared by the march of 
Merritt’s division, marching toward Shepherdstown. The withdrawal 
was finally effected with but little difticulty. The division camped that 
night near the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and covered all approaches 
between the right of the intantry and the Potomae. 

In pursuance of instructions from General Sheridan, on the morning 
of the 25th of August my division marched through the country to 
Walper’s Cross-Roads, where it met Merritt’s division. The corps, 
under the command of General Torbert, proceeded by the pike toward 
Leetown for the purpose of ascertaining the position and movements 
of the rebel army. The advance had hardly crossed the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad at Kearneysville before it encountered the enemy’s 
pickets. The command, moving by flanks of brigades, with the artil- 
lery on the pike, formed line of battle with great rapidity, and ad- 
vanced at once to the attack—Meintosh’s brigade, with Ransom’s 
battery, formed on the left of and across the pike, dismounted in a 
heavy piece of woods; Chapman’s brigade, with Pennington’s battery, 
moved well off to the left, partly mounted and partly dismounted, 
while Merritt’s division kept to the right of the pike. The enemy was 
encountered in the woods, and after a very sharp fight of twenty 
minutes was driven back nearly a milein great confusion. My division 
took sixty prisoners, all from Breckinridge’s corps. From them we 
learned that Early’s whole force had begun the march that morning for 
Shepherdstown, with the intention of again crossing the Potomac into 
Maryland. Having accomplished the object of the reconnaissance I 
was directed to return with my division to its old camp. Although by 
this time the enemy had recovered from their surprise and succeeded 
in forming their line for an attack upon us, no difficulty was experienced 
by my command in regaining its camp. General Sheridan hearing 
that the rebels, notwithstanding the discovery of their movements, 
would endeavor to make a new invasion of Maryland, directed me to 
cross the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry and proceed, by the way of Pleas- 
ant Valley and Boonsborough, to the vicinity of Sharpsburg, for the 
purpose of watching the fords on the Potomac as far up as Williams- 
port. At11 p.m. the same night I began the march, and after cross- 
ing the river sent parties to communicate with General Custer, near 
Antietam Furnace, and the pickets of Averell’s division, still farther up 
the river. The enemy having failed to attempt a crossing and fallen 
back beyond the Opequon, my division recrossed the river at Shep- 
herdstown on the 28th of August, and marched, via Charlestown, to 
Berryville, from which place it was engaged till the 18th of September 
in making daily reconnaissance in the direction of Millwood, White 
Post, and the Opequon. On the 13th of September General McIntosh 
was directed to make a strong reconnaissance toward Winchester for 
the purpose of determining the enemy’s position. Rushing rapidly 
across the Opequon on the Winchester pike, he struck the enemy’s 
cavalry pickets near the stream and captured 37 men and 2 officers, 
Without halting he marched rapidly forward. Within two miles of 
Winchester he struck a strong force of infantry posted so as to cover 
the town, broke through their line, captured one entire regiment, the 
Eighth South Carolina Infantry, with their colors, 14 commissioned 
officers, including the colonel, and 92 enlisted men. 

September 18, orders were issued for a general movement against the 
enemy, and in pursuance thereof, at 2 a.m. the next morning, the divis- 


518 OPPRATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cuar. LV. 


ion, McIntosh’s brigade in advance, moved by the Berryville and Win- 
chester pike, crossed the Opequon, drove in the enemy’s pickets, and 
attacked Ramseur’s division of infantry, found in the same position 
oceupied by the rebel infantry on the 13th. It was not yet dawn, but 
General McIntosh posted Peirce’s battery, Second U.S. Artillery, sup- 
ported by General Chapman, attacked at once with his entire brigade, 
mounted and dismounted, and after a most gallant and determined 
effort drove the enemy from their strong position. Knowing the ground 
they had lost was of the greatest importance to them, they returned at 
once to the attack with both infantry and cavalry, but were gallantly 
met and repulsed. I then disposed of my forces on the right and left 
of the road so as to hold all they had gained till the infantry could 
reach and relieve them. Sharp skirmishing continued till 8 a. m., at 
which time the Sixth Corps had all arrived and occupied the position 
we had gained. I was then directed to move to the left and watch for 
an opportunity to attack the enemy again. About eighty prisoners 
were taken during themorning., Lieutenant-Colonel Brinton, in charg- 
ing the enemy, got. so entangled with them as to fall into their hands as 
a prisoner. Our loss was quite severe in killed and wounded. General 
McIntosh displayed the highest qualities of a cavalry officer in this 
morning’s work. The pike runs all the way from the Opequon through 
a deep ravine heavily wooded on both flanks; at a point about two 
miles and a half from Winchester crosses a commanding ridge. The 
enemy was strongly posted along the ridge, in the woods and hastily 
constructed breast-works commanding the road and the open fields on 
both sides of it. This position, the most commanding one on the entire 
field, securely in our possession, the infantry were enabled to form at leis- 
ure and to deliver battle with every prospect of success. Having moved 
well round toward the Millwood pike, numerous demonstrations were 
made upon the enemy’s right during the day, in one of which General 
McIntosh was severely wounded through the leg by amusket-ball. He 
was compelled to leave the field, and that night had his leg amputated 
below the knee. General Chapman was also struck and partially dis- 
abled for several hours. Peirce’s battery was posted well to the front, 
and from the commanding position it oceupied did excellent service in 
enfilading the rebel infantry line. About 3p. m., seeing that the enemy 
were giving way, I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Purington, Second 
Ohio Cavalry, then commanding General MecIntosh’s brigade, to march 
at once toward Kernstown, on the Valley pike. followed as closely as 
practicable by Chapman’s brigade. The Second New York Cavalry, 
Captain Hull commanding, in advance, had not proceeded far before 
it found Bradley Johnson’s brigade of rebel cavalry posted upon the 
Millwood pike to cover the enemy’s flank. Captain Hull formed his 
regiment by platoon, at a trot, and with sabers drawn dashed gallantly 
forward, riding through and scattering the rebels in all directions. 
Their flight was accelerated by a simultaneous charge upon their right 
flank and rear by Captain Boice, Fifth New York, commanding a 
squadron of scouts. The march across the country, although impeded 
by stone fences and rough ground, was made with rapidity. The 
Third New Jersey and the Second Ohio Cavalry continued the pursuit 
till 10 p. m., repeatedly charging the enemy’s infantry during the night. 
The command bivouacked 10 p. m. at Kernstown. 

Karly next morning the pursuit was renewed, but at Middletown I 
turned toward Front Royal and drove the rebel cavalry on that road 
to the south side of the Shenandoah. When near Cedarville Captain 
Russell, assistant inspector-general of the division, was severely wounded 
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in the knee, from the effects of which he died a few days after. At 
daybreak of the 21st the division crossed the Shenandoah and attacked 
the rebels at Front Royal, while the First Vermont and the First New 
Hampshire, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Wells, First Ver- 
mont, marched up the south fork and crossed it at Kendrick’s Ford. 
The rebels were driven with confusion up the Luray Valley and closely 
followed to Gooney Run that night. The valley at this place is a mere 
gorge, impracticable for any kind of troops, except on the pike. The 
position was turned the next day by Custer’s brigade, of the First 
Division, and the march continued through Luray, Massanutten Gap, 
and New Market, to Harrisonburg, where we joined the army Septem- 
ber 25. The enemy by occupying the numerous advantageous positions 
which the valley afforded him, had been enabled to delay us long 
enough to prevent any damage to the army under General Early. Sep- 
tember 26, marched to Staunton with Lowell’s brigade, of First Division, 
General Torbert in command of the whole, where we captured a num- 
ber of convalescent and wounded men, a large quantity of hard bread, 
flour, tobacco, saddles, bridles, clothing, and camp equipage. After sup- 
plying the wants of the command the balance was destroyed. On the 
27th moved to Waynesborough and bivouacked. The next day the com- 
mand was engaged in destroying the track and bridges of the Gordons- 
ville and Staunton railroad. On the 29th, at 5 p. m., the enemy drove 
our pickets back to the village and advanced to attack our main force 
about a mile west of them, with a strong force of cavalry, infantry, and 
artillery. Heavy skirmishing continued till dark, but General Torbert, 
having heard from General Sheridan, and the balance of the cavalry in 
the neighborhood of Port Republic, thought best to retire without 
delivering battle. The withdrawal had already begun, with nearly all 
the command on the march, when a small force of the enemy succeeded 
in getting to the pike on the left and rear of the force covering the 
movement. I ordered Colonel Lowell to charge through with his com- 
mand and sent word to Colonel Wells, commanding the rear guard, to 
follow him. The former went through handsomely by following the 
road, and Colonel Wells inclined to the left avoiding the rebels entirely. 
The march was continued through Staunton to Spring Hill, where we 
bivouacked and fed at daylight. The same day we marched to Bridge- 
water, seven miles from Harrisonburg. 

In pursuance of instructions from Lieutenant-General Grant, I was 
relieved from command of the division September 30, and directed 
to proceed without delay to Atlanta, Ga., and report to Major-General 
Sherman, as chief of cavalry of the Military Division of the Missis- 
sippl. 

sti closing this report I have the honor to commend the zeal, gal- 
lantry, and soldierly conduct of both officers and men of the division 
throughout the entire period they remained under my command. 

Generals McIntosh and Chapman performed every duty assigned 
them with the utmost promptitude and fidelity, and. are entitled to pro- 
motion for distinguished and meritorous services. 

Col. John Hammond, Fifth New York, and Lieut, Col. W. P. Brinton, 
Eighteenth Pennsylvania; Col. W. Wells and Lieutenant-Colonel Ben- 
nett, First Vermont; Colonel Benjamin, Lieutenant-Colonel Pope, and 
Maj. Caleb Moore, Eighth New York; Maj. Samuel MeIrvin and Cap- 
tain Hull, Second New York; Lieutenant-Colonel Suydam, Third New 
Jersey; Major Patton, Third Indiana, were always conspicuous for the 
zealous and intelligent performance of their duties in the field, and in 
the care of their men in camp. They are worthy the special confidence 
and care of the War Department. 
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To my assistant adjutant-general, Capt. Louis Siebert, ani to my 
aides, Capts. E. B. Beaumont, J. N. Andrews, Highth U. S. Infan- 
try; Lieut. Henry E. Noyes, Second U. 8. Cavalry; Captain Lee, 
Third Indiana Cavalry, provost-marshal; Capt. KE. W. Whitaker, First 
Connecticut Cavalry, always prompt and gallant in the discharge of 
their duties, I am greatly indebted for the valuable assistance they 
have rendered me. mat 

-From the 4th ot May till the Ist of October the division marched 
1,350 miles and participated in over twenty fights and skirmishes. 
For details of these operations I respectfully refer to the reports of 
Generals McIntosh and Chapman, herewith transmitted. 

{ am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brevet Major-General, U, S. Volunteers. 
Lieut. Col. J. W. ForRsyTH, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division. 


Reports of But. Maj. Gen. George A. Custer, U. S. Army, commanding 
Third Division, of operations October 9 and 19. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
October 138, 1864. 


Magsor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by this division in the engagement of the 9th instant: 

At a late hour on the night of the 8th instant I received a brief note 
from the chief of cavalry, directing me at an early hour the following 
morning to move my command up the Back road toward Columbia 
Furnace, and to attack and whip the enemy. In obedience to that 
order this division moved at 6 o’clock on the morning of the 9th, Pen- 
nington’s brigade taking the advance, followed by Peirce’s battery of 
horse artillery, the Second Brigade, Colonel Wells commanding, moy- 
ing inrear. The advance guard of Pennington’s brigade, consisting of 
one battalion of the Fifth New York, encountered the enemy’s pickets. 
near Mount Olive, and drove them back upon their reserves at a trot. 
After considerable skirmishing the enemy’s advance line was forced 
back to the position chosen for his main force. This position was well 
adapted for defense, being a high and abrupt ridge of hills running 
along the south bank of Tom’s Run. Near the base of this ridge the 
enemy had posted a strong force of dismounted cavalry behind stone 
fences and barricades of rails, logs, &c., while running along near the 
summit was a second and stronger line of barricades, also defended by 
dismounted cavalry. On the crest of the ridge the enemy had six guns 
in position, strongly supported by columns of cavalry. Peirce’s bat- 
tery was at once placed in position on an eminence just north of Ton’s 
Run, and opened a brisk fire upon the enemy. Owing to the extreme 
defectiveness of the ammunition used but little execution was done, ex- 
cept to create considerable confusion among the led horses of the enemy 
and to compel a change in their position. Colonel Pennington then 
threw forward a strong line of mounted skirmishers, composed of the 
Fifth New York, Second Ohio, and Third New Jersey, with orders to 
press theenemy. At the same time Peirce’s battery was moved forward 
to a position near the enemy’s line, the Second New York supporting 
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the battery, while the Eighteenth Pennsylvania supported the skirmish- 
ers in front. The Second Brigade at this time was massed in reserve 
near the position just occupied by Peirce’s battery. The enemy from 
his commanding position was able to witness all these dispositions, and 
began using his artillery with telling effect. Peirce’s batteryreplied with 
spirit, but @ glance sutticed to show the immense advantage the enemy 
had in position; »esides his numerical superiority in guns. his ammuni- 
tion, unlike ours, was not defective. Peirce’s battery was exposed to a 
well-directed plunging tire. One shot from the enemy’s guns killed or 
disabled all the cannoneers of one piece; yet, notwithstanding these 
disadvantages, our battery maintained its position and firing until the 
enemy, after having one gun disabled, was compelled to withdraw his 
battery. Seeing the stubborn resistance met by Pennington’s line in 
front, I ordered the Kighteenth Pennsylvania, supported by the Eighth 
New York and Twenty-second New York, to move forward on our 
extremeright, with a view to turning the enemy’s left flank; at the same 
time Colonel Wells, commanding the Second Brigade, was ordered to 
forward on the road to within supporting distance of the advance line. 
These arrangements completed, the entire line was ordered forward, and 
when sufficiently near the enemy the charge was sounded, The enemy 
seeing his flank turned and his retreat cut off broke in the utmost con- 
fusion and sought safety in headlong flight. The pursuit was kept up 
at a gallop by the entire command for a distance of nearly two miles, 
where a brigade of the enemy was formed to check our farther advance. 
Their battery opened a brisk fire upon the road, and for a moment 
caused the column to falter. Taking advantage of this hesitation in 
our ranks the enemy charged with about two brigades and succeeded 
in forcing our advance back about half a mile. Peirce’s battery, coming 
into position at a gallop, opened upon the enemy a destructive fire. The 
enemy, defeated in his attempt to break my line, contented himself by 
occupying a strong position, supporting his battery, which still con- 
tinued his fire. Colonel Wells, commanding Second Brigade, and Col- 
onel Pennington, commanding First Brigade, hastily formed their com- 
mands for a general advance upon the enemy’s position. Everything 
worked admirably, and the movements of the brigades were well timed. 
The whole line moved forward at the charge. Before this irresistible 
advance the enemy found it impossible to stand. Once more he was 
compelled to trust his safety to the fleetness of his steed rather than the 
metal of hissaber. His retreat soon became a demoralized rout. Vainly 
did the most gallant of this affrighted herd endeavor to rally a few sup- 
ports around their standards and stay the advance of their eager and 
exulting pursuers, who, in one overwhelming current, were bearing down 
everything before them. Never since the opening of this war had there 
been witnessed such a complete and decisive overthrow of the enemy’s 
cavalry. . The pursuit was kept up vigorously for nearly twenty miles, 
and only relinquished then from the complete exhaustion of our horses 
and the dispersion of our panic-stricken enemies. Among the evidences 
of our victory were six pieces of artillery, the entire ordnance and ambu- 
lance train of the enemy, including the headquarters wagons, desks, and 
papers of the rebel General Rosser and of his brigade commanders; also 
a large number of prisoners. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon both officers and men of 
this command. Not a single instance of misbehavior fell under the eye 
of the division commander. All seemed eager to perform their entire 
duty; if any fell behind in the advance and pursuit it was because of 
the unparalleled rapidity with which our boastful enemy gave way. 
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There were many instances of personal heroism and bravery displayed 
by both men and officers, but to enumerate them would not only be 
impossible but would apparently cause injustice to be done in many 
instances which have not been brought to the notice of the division 
commander. 

To Colonel Wells, commanding Second Brigade; Colonel Pennington, 
commanding First Brigade; Captain Peirce, commanding Batteries B 
and L, Horse Artillery, and to the officers and men of their commands, 
should all praise be given for their heroic conduct and untiring efforts 
in achievihg this brilliant suecess over an enemy whose numbers were 
more than double their own, who were superior in artillery, allowed to 
choose their positions, a favorite leader, but were deficient in con- 
fidence, courage, and a just cause. 

To the members of my staff I can only offer my grateful thanks for 
their zeal and energy in transmitting my orders, as well as for the per- 
sonal gallantry displayed by each throughout the entire engagement. 

Respectfully submitted. 

G. A. CUSTER, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry, Middle Military Division. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
October 22, 1864. 

Magor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by my command in the engagement of the 19th instant: 

About 4 o’clock in the morning the pickets of the First Division, 
posted on Cedar Creek near Cupp’s Mill, were suddenly and strongly 
attacked by a heavy force of infantry. My camp being within hearing 
of the musketry, I caused ‘to horse” to be sounded and my command 
got in readiness to move. The enemy having obtained possession of the 
ford at Cupp’s Mill, seemed content, and for the time made no further 
disposition except to command the ford with artillery. Soon after 
daylight Captain Coppinger, aide to the chief of cavalry, informed me 
of the disaster which had befallen the extreme left of our line; at the 
same time gave me an order from the chief of cavalry to move, place 
my command in position on the right of the infantry, and endeavor to 
check the farther advance of the enemy against our right flank. 
Executing this order as rapidly as possible, my command was soon in 
line of battle and my artillery playing upon the guns of the enemy, 
which were posted to the right of the pike and near the crossing of 
Cedar Creek. I also deployed a portion of my command in order to 
collect aud reform the large number of our infantry, which were now 
falling back in disorder and without any sufficient or apparent cause. 
I was successful in accomplishing both of these objects. The enemy, 
seeing so large a body of troops formed in good order as if ready 
either to make or receive an attack, did not seem disposed to advance 
farther in that direction, but contented himself with using his artillery 
upon exposed columns. While the effect upon our broken masses of 
infantry was equally gratifying, they rallied and were soon engaged. 
throwing up a breast-work of rails, from behind which a good defense 
could be offered. No sooner had this been accomplished than an order 
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was received from the chiet of cavalry to move all my command except 
three regiments to the extreme left of our army and, in conjunction 
with the gallant First Division, arrest the farther progress of the 
enemy at that point, where he had succeeded in turning our flank and 
was then driving our line before him with every prospect of obtaining 
possession of the pike leading to Winchester. This division was formed 
in line of battle, with regiments in column of battalions, to the left of 
the pike and about three-quarters of a mile north of Middletown. 
Colonel Wells, commanding Second Brigade, had been lett with three 
regiments on the right of our line to give notice of any approach of 
the enemy from that direction; also to keep a large force of the enemy’s 
cavalry occupied, which were maneuvering on our right flank. The 
First Division and a portion of the Second Division were formed to the 
left and in front of the position held by my command. I deployed one 
regiment as skirmishers and engaged the enemy to the left and rear 
of Middletown. Peirce’s battery, being in a favorable position, became 
engaged with one of the enemy’s batteries, and after a brisk cannonade 
on both sides compelled the enemy to shift his guns farther to the rear. 
While in position here my command was exposed to a very destructive 
fire from the enemy’s artillery, the loss in horses being particularly 
heavy. Iam confident that the services of the cavalry on the left flank 
at this period of the engagement cannot be overestimated. But for the 
cavalry the enemy would have penetrated to the rear of our army, 
which at that time was in no condition to receive an attack from any 
direction. This division was not generally engaged while on the left; 
the brunt of the fighting was borne by the First Division. About 
11 a.m. I was directed to transfer my command again to the right 
flank and to “take charge of affairs on the right.” Acting in obe- 
dience to these instructions, I soon had my command in position on 
the extreme right, and opened communication with Colonel Wells, who 
had become engaged with a division of the enemy’s cavalry under 
Rosser. There being no connection between the left of the enemy’s 
infantry and Rosser’s division of cavalry, I succeeded in moving a 
portion of my command, the battery included, to a position almost in 
rear of and overlooking the ground upon which the enemy had massed 
his command. Being undiscovered, I caused my battery to open sud- 
denly at short range; at the same time charged with about three 
regiments. The effect was surprising and to none more so than to our 
enemies, who, being entirely off their guard, were thrown into the 
utmost confusion by this sudden and unexpected attack. Owing to the 
wide gap then existing between my left and the right of the Nine- 
teenth Corps, with which I desired to connect, I could not follow 
up my advantage to the extent I otherwise should. The enemy 
retired in the direction of Cupp’s Ford, near which point he formed 
his forces. This enabled me to contract my line and collect my com- 
mand preparatory to further movements. As it then existed, the gen- 
eral direction of my line of battle was parallel to Cedar Creek, my 
right resting near the old forge, my left near the ridge Middle road, 
and connecting with the right of the Nineteenth Corps. About this 
time a staff officer reached me from the major-general commanding the 
army informing me that preparations were nearly completed for a gen- 
eral attack along our entire line, and that I was to hold my division in 
readiness to participate in the attack about to be made. Governing 
my movements by those of the Nineteenth Corps, I gradually closed 
my lines to the left and began massing on the level plain in rear of the 
ridge which overlooks Cupp’s Ford. Before this disposition was com- 
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pleted the mounted skirmishers of the enemy were seen advancing over 
the ridge. This compelled a deviation from my first intentions, which 
were to move parallel to and in conjunction with the Nineteenth Corps. 
I was compelled, for the time at least, to break my connection with 
the infantry on my left, in order to direct my eftorts against the force 
of the enemy now approaching on my right. Without waiting until the 
regiments on the extreme right had closed to the left that portion of the 
First Brigade which was then available was moved toward the enemy; 
Peirce’s battery was directed to follow, as was also the Second Bri- 
gade upon itsarrival. The skirmishers of the enemy were easily driven 
from the ridge in front by the Fifth New York, supported by the Sec- 
ond New York and Second Ohio. Between the ridge and Cedar Creek 
the enemy had one division of his cavalry posted, under Rosser. Col- 
onel Pennington, commanding First Brigade, was directed to attack vig- 
orously with three regiments; atthe same time Peirce’s, battery, from a 
commanding position, opened a well-directed fire upon the massed squad- 
rons of the enemy and produced the utmost confusion and great wavering 
in his ranks. Colonel Pennington’s charge was completely successful, 
the enemy being forced back to a position bordering upon Cedar Creek. 
Here the latter opened upon us with four guns, but without effect. 
From the ridge upon which Peirce’s battery was posted I could wit- 
ness the engagement between our and the enemy’s line of battle. It 
was apparent that the wavering in the ranks of the enemy betokened a 
retreat, and that this retreat might be converted into arout. Fora 
moment I was undecided. Upon the right I was confident of my ability 
to drive the enemy’s cavalry with which I was then engaged across 
the creek; upon the left my chances of success were not so sure, but 
the advantages to be gained, if successful, overwhelmingly greater; I 
chose the latter. With the exception of three regiments this entire 
division was wheeled into column and moved to the left at a gallop, 
Peirce’s battery following at a brisk trot. Colonel Pennington, who 
remained in command of the three regiments just named, was directed 
to continue his attack upon the enemy in order to cover the movement 
of the division. This accomplished, he was to withdraw two regiments, 
leaving only one to engage the enemy; the two regiments withdrawn 
were to follow the division at a gallop. That portion of the enemy in 
front of Pennington offered but feeble resistance to his last attack and 
retired to the south bank of Cedar Creek. This left Pennington at 
liberty to earry out his instructions. When the main body of the divis- 
ion began the movement toward the left the design was to gain posses- 
sion of the pike in rear of the enemy, and by holding the bridge and 
adjacent fords cut off his retreat. Being compelled, however, to 
advance over an open plain and in full view of the enemy our inten- 
tions were fully and immediately comprehended by him. The effect of 
our movement, although differing from what we anticipated, was 
instantaneous and decisive. Seeing so large a force of cavalry bearing 
rapidly down upon an unprotected flank and their line of retreat in 
danger of being intercepted, the lines of the enemy, already broken, 
now gave way in the utmost confusion. Realizing the necessity of 
at once gaining the bridge, the disordered masses of the enemy, now 
completely panic-stricken, threw away their arms, and in a head- 
long and disgraceful manner sought safety in ignominious flight. 
Being separated from the bridge by a much shorter distance than 
that which separated my division, the enemy succeeded in makin g his 
way across with a comparatively small Joss in prisoners. The few that 
were cut off by my advance were secured by the infantry or by the 
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First Division Cavalry, which was now pushing toward the bridge. 
Thé enemy had planted two pieces of artillery on a knoll on the south 
bank of Cedar Creek and attempted to defend the crossing. The rapid 
pace at which my command had moved had necessarily extended my 
column, and upon reaching the vicinity of the creek I had but two 
regiments available—these were the First Vermont and Fifth New 
York; the remainder of the division was coming up at the gallop. 
With these two regiments, and hidden from the view of the enemy, I 
crossed Cedar Creek over a small ford about half a mile above the pike 
bridge. The enemy still continued to fire from the two guns near the 
pike until they discovered my crossing at the ford, when, in great haste, 
the guns were limbered up and withdrawn. Hastily forming the First 
Vermont and Fifth New York under cover of the high bluff on the 
south side of the creek, I ordered both regiments to advance upon 
the ridge. In front was found a strong line of the enemy’s infantry, 
the fire from which, being at short range, proved very destructive. 
The Fifth New York was moving on the left and near the pike, the 
First Vermont on a parallel line and to the right. As soon as the 
nature of the ground was faverable both regiments quickened the gait 
to a trot, and when within short pistol range of the enemy’s line charged 
simultaneously upon his frontand left flank. Hearing thechargesounded 
through our bugles the enemy only stood long enough.to deliver one 
volley; then, casting away his arms, attempted to escape under cover 
of the darkness. This was the last attempt the enemy made to offer 
organized resistance. That which hitherto, on our part, had been a pur- 
suit after a broken and routed army now resolved itself into an exciting 
chase after apanic-stricken, uncontrollablemob. It was no longer a ques- 
tion to be decided by force of arms, by skill, or by courage; it was sim- 
ply a question of speed between pursuers and pursued; prisoners were 
taken by hundreds, entire companies threw down their arms, and 
appeared glad when summoned to surrender. 

From the general abandonment of material by the enemy it was 
evident that he would not again face his pursuers. The pike soon 
became, at short intervals, blockaded with wagons, forges, and ambu- 
lances, and when upward of one mile from the bridge the advance 
captured one piece of artillery, the first piece captured by our army 
on that day. leeling assured that other and more important captures 
might be made by a rapid and energetic pursuit, and having detached 
the various members of my staff to assist in hurrying forward the rear 
portions of my command, I directed the First Vermont, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bennett commanding, and the Fifth New York, Major Krom 
commanding, both under the control of Colonel Wells, commanding 
Second Brigade, to continue the advance at a charge, while I halted at 
this point to receive and direct the other regiments of my division as they 
should arrive. Owing tothe darkness and the necessary delay at the 
fords, the regiments which I was expecting failed to reach me in time 
to assist or even overtake the two regiments, which were then far on 
their way to Strasburg. The result, however, proved that these two 
noble regiments were more than competent for the duty assigned them. 
Neyer, since the beginning of the war, has there been such favorable 
opportunities for a comparatively sinall body of troops to acquire dis- 
tinction as was here presented. The darkness of the night was 
intense, and was only relieved here and there by the light of a burn- 
ing wagon or ambulance, to which the affrighted enemy in his despair 
had applied the torch. This fact alone, while it disheartened the 
enemy, increased the ardor and zeal of our troops, who, encouraged by 


526 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. _—[Cuar. LV. 


the unparalleled success of their efforts, continued to urge forward their 
horses at the top of their speed, capturing colors, guns, calssons, 
wagons, ambulances, and immense numbers of prisoners. Among the 
latter were a great number of officers of all grades, including one major- 
general. The pursuit was not slackened until the advance, composed of 
parts of both regiments, passing through and beyond Strasburg, 
crossed the bridge over the Shenandoah and had neared the crest of 
Fisher’s Hill, at which point they completed their immense captures by 
securing a piece of artillery, which, with the other pieces captured 
since the pursuit began, made forty-five pieces of artillery taken by the 
First Vermont and Fifth New York Cavalry. 

As another command desires to share the honor of the capture of the 
forty-five pieces of artillery just referred to, in justice to the soldiers 
of the Third Division I deem it appropriate-to make the following 
explanation: The capture of the enemy’s guns, trains, &c., were 
effected. south of Cedar Creek. Oneregiment from each brigade of my 
division crossed Cedar Creek and struck the pike three-quarters of a 
mile from the bridge before any other troops had effected a crossing. 
The only line formed by the enemy south of Cedar Creek to resist our 
advance was formed to the right of and near a piece of woods located 
on the pike and about three-quarters of a mile from the creek. This 
I know from a close personal examination. This line of the enemy 
was composed of infantry and two pieces of artillery, and was 
charged by the First Vermont and Fifth New York Cavalry and 
to show that Iam cognizant to the facts as above stated, I will add 
that I participated in the charge the result of which was the successful 
breaking up of the enemy’s line after he had delivered one volley, and 
the capture of one piece of artillery, which was the first gun captured 
south of Cedar Creek. Here I halted in person to await and direct 
re-enforcements, while the two regiments above mentioned pushed up 
the pike at a gallop. After waiting at this point several minutes and 
until the victorious shouts of my advance had passed beyond my hear- 
ing the head ofa body of cavalry, representing several regiments, reached 
me. Upon inquiring of the officer commanding the advance squadron, 
I was informed that it was a portion of General Devin’s brigade, of the 
First Division, which had crossed Cedar Creek at the bridge, and was 
now pushing rapidly to the front to participate in the pursuit of the 
enemy. To encourage them I pointed to the gun which had been taken 
‘by my advance regiments, and advised them to push forward, and, if 
possible, assist that portion of my command already far in the advance. 
Inspirited by this evidence of success these troops, which had been 
moving at the trot,” as if uncertain where to move, now took the 
gallop. This occurred after dark. Detachments of my men soon 
began returning from the advance, having in charge large numbers of 
prisoners. ‘To all such as were seen directions were given to take their 
prisoners across to the north bank of Cedar Creek. Owing to the dark- 
ness and the confusion consequent upon a pursuit by night, many of 
our prisoners would undoubtedly have escaped had it not been for the 
wise forethought of Brigadier-General Devin, commanding Second 
Brigade, First Division, who for the time located his headquarters near 
the pike and ona hill about half amile north of Cedar Creek, and 
by the zealous co-operation of his staff and escort succeeded in securing 
safely most of the prisoners which my advance had sent back. My two 
regiments, which were in advance, continued the pursuit without assist- 
ance until all the captures made south of Cedar Creek had been com- 
pleted, All guns taken from the enemy were left standing on the pike, 
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with perhaps a guard to every second or third gun, it being dark and 
the regimental commanders wisely forbearing to weaken their com- 
mands by leaving strong guards. It was owing to this fact that the 
troops of General Devin’s command, arriving on the ground and seeing 
so many pieces of artillery without guards, volunteered their assistance, 
which was gratefully accepted on the part of my men. My extreme 
advance haying passed beyond Strasburg and reached Fisher’s Hill, 
where the last gun was taken, were returning when they met General 
Devin’s advance about one mile north of Strasburg posting guards 
over the captured artillery, wagons, ambulances, &c. Before returning, 
Colonel Wells, commanding Second Brigade of this division, and who 
on that occasion commanded the advance, made arrangements for the 
transfer of all the captured guns, &c., to the north bank of Cedar 
Creek. 

From the above relation of facts it will readily be seen how the claims 
of General Devin’s command toa share of the captures on that day 
originated. A division of infantry belonging to the Nineteenth Corps 
was sent to Strasburg that night to help secure and bring off the cap- 
tured artillery, wagons, &e. 

To General Devin’s troops and to this division of infantry the thanks 
of my command are due for their assistance in bringing off the guns 
(forty-five in number) captured by my command from the enemy that 
day. 

In closing my report I desire particularly to mention Colonel Wells, 
First Vermont Cavalry, commanding Second Brigade, and Col. A.C. M. 
Pennington, Third New Jersey Cavalry, commanding First Brigade. 
Both these officers distinguished themselves by their personal gallantry 
and by the successful and skillful manner in which they handled their 
commands. For their behavior during the engagement, as well as for 
their corresponding good conduct in the cavalry engagement of the 
9th of October, I recommend them for promotion to the rank of brig- 
adier-general U.S. Volunteers. 

My staff officers who have been mentioned in former reports again 
distinguished themselves by their courageous bearing and rendered me 
most invaluable assistance throughout the engagement. I append a 
list of their names: Surg. L. P. Woods, surgeon-in-chief; Capt. Charles 
W. Lee, Third Indiana Cavalry, provost-marshal; Capt. L. W. Barn- 
hart, commissary of musters} Capt. E. I’. Decker, acting aide-de-camp; 
Lieut. E. F. Norvell, acting aide-de-camp; Lieut. F. A. Nims, acting 
aide-de-camp; Lieut. B. F. Gilbert, Third Indiana Cavalry, command- 
ing escort; Lieut. Henry Mayell, signal officer. 

Respectfully submitted. f 

G. A. CUSTER, 


Brevet Major-General, Commanding Third Division. 
Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., ; + ‘gio 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry, Middle Military Division. 


AD DEN DA. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
October 21, 1864. 
SOLDIERS OF THE THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION: 

With pride and gratification your commanding general congratulates 
you upon your brilliant and glorious achievements of the past few days. 
On the 9th of the present month you attacked a vastly superior force 
of the enemy’s cavalry, strongly posted, with artillery in position, and 
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commanded by that famous ‘ Sayior of the Valley,” Rosser. Notwith- 
standing the enemy’s superiority in numbers and position, you drove 
him twenty miles from the battle-field, capturing his artillery, six pieces 
in all; also his entire train of wagons and ambulances and a large 
number of prisoners. Again, during the memorable engagement of 
the 19th instant, your conduct throughout was sublimely heroic, and 
without a parallel in the annals of warfare. In the early part of the 
day, when disaster and defeat seemed to threaten our noble army on 
all sides, your calm and determined bravery while exposed to a terrible 
fire from the enemy’s guns, added not a little to restore confidence to 
that part of our army already broken and driven back on the right. 
Afterward rapidly transferred from the right flank to the extreme left, 
you materially and successfully assisted in defeating the enemy in his: 
attempt to turn the left flank of our army. Again, ordered upon the 
right flank, yeu attacked and defeated a division of the enemy’s cav- 
alry, driving him in confusion across Cedar Creek. Then, changing 
your front to the left at a gallop, you charged and turned the left flank 
of the enemy’s line of battle and pursued his broken and demoralized 
army a distance of five niles. Night alone put an end to your pursuit. 
Among the substantial fruits of this great victory you can boast of 
having captured five battle-flags, a large number of prisoners, includ- 
ing Major-General Ramseur, and forty-five of the forty-eight pieces of 
artillery taken from the enemy on that day, thus making fifty-one 
pieces of artillery captured within the short space of ten days. This 
is a record of which you may well be proud—a record won and estab- 
lished by your gallantry and perseverance. You have surrounded the 
name of the Third Cavalry Division with a halo of glory as enduring 
as time. The history of this war, when truthfully written, will contain 
no brighter page than that upon which is recorded the chivalrous deeds, 
the glorious triumphs, of the soldiers of this division. 
G. A. CUSTER, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
November 7, 1864, 
Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry, Middle Military Division: 

Mason: In the engagement of the 19th ultimo this division captured 
from the enemy forty-five pieces of artillery, a large number of prison- 
ers, &c. In an official communication addressed to Major Farrington, 
provost-marshal of the cavalry, Middle Military Division, I reported 
the captured property and material referred to above. This communi- 
vation was dated on or about the 21st of October, 1864. Since other 
commands have seen fit to contend the just claims of this division to 
the honor of having captured the forty-five pieces of artillery above 
mentioned, and since cards have been published in some of the most 
prominent journals of the country, reflecting in a highly discreditable 
manner upon portions of this division, as well as upon the division com- 
mander, I respectfully, but most earnestly, request that the chief of 
cavalry will give or enable to be given an official decision regarding the 
claims of this division to the capture of the guns, wagons, &e., referred 
to in the beginning of this communication. If there exists any doubt 
in his mind in relation to the facts concerning the captures of the 
19th ultimo, 1 would suggest the appointment of a board composed 
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of officers who are wholly disinterested regarding the question to be 
decided, let this board have authority to summon officers as witnesses, 
and to receive the evidence which may be produced. In that way the 
facts of the case may be arrived at. I inclose a card taken from the 
New York Daily Times of the 28th.* As that is a matter in which 
every officer and soldier in my command is deeply interested, I trust 
my application will receive a favorable consideration. 
Lam, major, very respectfully, yours, &c., 
G. A. CUSTER, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding Third Division. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
November 15, 1864, 


Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry, Middle Military Division: 

MAJor: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 78, from your head- 
quarters, I have the honor to report the following: 

Captured from the enemy since the beginning of the campaign: 51 
pieces of artillery, 30 caissons, 1 battery wagon, 44 army wagons, 
23 spring wagons and ambulances, 1 medicine wagon, 243 horses, 182 
mules, 207 sets artillery harness, 197 sets wagon harness, wagons con- 
taining ordnance stores, 152 head beef-cattle, 180 horses captured and 
branded. 

Destroyed during the campaign: 3 caissons, 4 army wagons, 4 
spring wagons and ambulances; 10 mills, valued at $20,000; 150 barns, 
containing 1,500 tons hay, valued at $30,000; Staunton railroad and 
railroad property, valued at $30,000; 10,000 bushels wheat, valued at 
$20,000; 2,000 bushels oats and rye, valued at $3,000; 400 head sheep, 
100 head cattle, driven to near our lines. Lost, 4 blacksmith forges. 


Iam, very respectfully, &c., 
G. A. CUSTER, 


Brevet Major-General, Commanding Third Division. 


No. 158. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. John B. McIntosh, U. S. Army, commanding First 
Brigade, of operations September 13 und 17. 


Hpgrs. First BRIGADE, THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
September 13, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that I moved from camp this 
morning with the Second Ohio, Third New Jersey, Fifth New York, 
First Connecticut, and Second New York Regiments of Cavalry and 
with one section of Battery M, Second U.S. Artillery. I was ordered 
to make a reconnaissance on the Berryville and Winchester pike and 
to cross the Opequon, if possible, to find out what the force of the 
enemy consisted of on that road or vicinity. JI endeavored to capture 
the enemy’s picket at Limestone Ridge, which was about fifty strong. 


*Inclosure not found, 
34 R R—VOL XLIII, PT I 
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For that purpose I marched strong squadrons on each flank of my 
column and on a line with the advance guard. They were thrown 
well to the right and left, with orders to push beyond the ridge uuder 
cover of the woods, and then to charge toward the Berryville and Win- 
chester pike. The enemy, however, frustrated the movement by 
hastily evacuating the ridge. I then pushed my column across the 
Opequon, and by advancing rapidly soon came up with the enemy’s 
cavalry, posted on a high eminence commanding the road and in a 
woods, where they dismounted and gave my advance regiment, the 
Second Ohio, a hot fire. I immediately ordered the Second Ohio to 
march to the left and flank the position. As soon as the enemy 
discovered my movement he hastily withdrew. I then pushed on 
rapidly over the main road, which ran through a ravine with high 
hills on each side and very wooded. In advancing rapidly, I over- 
took some of their dismounted men, who had secreted themselves in a 
thick skirt of woods. Colonel Suydam, of the Third New Jersey Cav- 
alry, by my order, dismounted a squadron, which went into the woods 
and brought out twenty or thirty prisoners. In the meantime I kept 
pushing on my advance, when it was reported to me that there was a 
strong infantry line in my front. I immediately rode on a hill to the 
line of skirmishers, saw their force, and sent word to Colonel Suydam, 
of the Third New Jersey Cavalry, to charge one squadron up the road 
as hard as they could go, and at the same time charged my skirmishers 
as foragers. The enemy seeing us coming on determinedly, broke and 
gained cover in a woods to their right, which we immediately sur- 
rounded and captured the organization of the Eighth South Carolina 
Infantry, including Colonel Henagan and their battle-flag. This regi- 
ment was on picket half a mile in front of Kershaw’s division, which 
soon formed and came down in force. I then sounded the recall and 
marched back, crossing the Opequon in safety, and reached camp about 
5 p. m. 

The result of the morning’s work was 16 commissioned officers and 
127 non-commissioned officers and privates captured, with their battle- 
flag. The prisoners are classified as follows: Eighth South Carolina 
Volunteers, 1 colonel and 13 line officers and 92 enlisted men; Twenty- 
first Virginia Cavalry, 2 line officers and 13 enlisted men; Thirty-sixth 
Battalion Virginia Cavalry, 9 enlisted men; Thirty-seventh Battalion 
Virginia Cavalry, 9 enlisted men; Eighth Virginia Cavalry, 1 enlisted 
man; Twelfth Virginia Cavalry, 1 enlisted man; Twenty-fifth Virginia 
Cavalry, 2 enlisted men; making a total of 16 commissioned officers and 
127 enlisted men. Aggregate, 143. 

The loss of my brigade was as follows: 2 men killed and 3 wounded 
one of the wounded men was captured going to the rear. 

The Second Ohio and Third New Jersey deserve especial credit 
for the handsome manner in which they performed their duties. It 
gives me pleasure to state that Corp]. Isaac Gause,* of Company K, 
Second Ohio Cavalry, secured the colors and brought them in. 

The brigade advanced to within two miles and a half of Winchester. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. McINTOSH, 
Brigadier-General. 


; 


Capt. L. STEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Awarded a Medal of Honor, 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIvIston, 
Near Berryville, Va., September 13, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the chief of cavalry, 
Middle Military Division: 

Having witnessed the operations of General MecIntosh’s command it 
affords me very great pleasure to commend the judicious manage- 
ment and promptitude of General McIntosh as well as the dash and 
good conduct of the troops. The charge of the squadron of the Third 
New Jersey Cavalry, which resulted in breaking-through the rebel in- 
fantry picket and skirmish line, is specially worthy of mention; it 
effectually opened the way for surrounding and capturing the rebel 
regiment encountered. In accomplishing this too much praise cannot 
be awarded the Second Ohio Cavalry. 

J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


[Second indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
September 14, 1864, 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general com- 
manding. 
This was a very handsomely conducted affair and deserving of 
notice. 
A, TeeAy TORB ERT, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry. 


Hoars. First BRIGADE, THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Near Berryville, Va., September 17, 1864, 

Srr: I have the honor to report, as the result of a reconnaissance 
made by me with three regiments of my brigade at 1 o’clock this morn- 
ing, that last night there was no force of the enemy on Limestone Ridge 
on the Berryville and Winchester pike; that whatever force had been 
there was withdrawn early last evening to the opposite side of the Ope- 
quon, and regret to say that the principal object of the scout, viz, eap- 
turing the force stationed on Limestone Ridge, was in consequence 
frustrated, capturing but two prisoners, vedettes on the opposite side 
of the Opequon and belonging to the Twenty-first Virginia Cavalry. 
Information obtained from a citizen living one mile and a half from 
Berryville and Winchester pike, and west of the Opequon, and corrobo- 
rated by his neighbors, indicates that Kershaw’s brigade has moved up 
the Valley within two days past. Prisoners also state it is currently 
reported a portion of their army has recently moved up the Valley. Be- 
fore returning I burned two flouring mills (Jones’, near the Opequon, 
and a mill at Abraham’s Creek, on the Winchester pike). 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. B. McINTOSH, 


srigadier-General, 


Capt. L. SIEBERT, PARE 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Cavalry Division, 
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Report of Col. Alewander C. M. Pennington, Third New Jersey Cavalry, 
commanding First Brigade, of operations October 19-December 10. 


Hpars. First BRIGADE, THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Camp Russell, Va., December 10, 1864. 


-CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report of oper- 
ations of my brigade since October 19, 1864: 

Battle of October 19, 1864.—About 4 a. m. on the 19th of October my 
command was saddled up, in consequence of heavy picket-firing and 
skirmishing along the line of the army. The firing soon became gen- 
eral, and about an hour after daylight I received orders to move with 
my brigade to a point which would be shown me by a staff officer. I 
moved immediately and formed line of battle at a place pointed out, 
which was in rear of the infantry and about a mile from the Valley pike. 
At this time a large number of stragglers were moving to the rear, and 
I sent out a squadron from my command to assist my provost guard in 
rallying the fugitives, and partially succeeded in arresting their prog- 
ress. I remained in this position until the infantry had fallen back to 
within about 100 yards of my line, when I moved, in obedience to an 
order from General Custer, to the extreme left of the army, and formed 
line with my right resting on the Valley pike, placing my corhmand 
aS much under cover of woods and knolls as possible. While here 
my brigade was subjected to a heavy fire of artillery, and several 
horses and men were put hors de combat in the Eighteenth Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry by the explosion of a shell at the head of one of its 
squadrons. A regiment of some other division was deployed as skir- 
mishers in front of my brigade. My command was not engaged while in 
this position. General Sheridan having arrived upon the field shortly 
after we had taken position here, and the infantry having been rallied, 
my brigade was transferred to the extreme right of the army, the Sec- 
ond Brigade of the division having been left to (picket) hold the right 
of the line. At the time we moved to the left of the army the Third 
New Jersey Cavalry, of my brigade, was also left to picket Fawcett’s 
Gap and the Back road, connecting with the Second Brigade. In look- 
ing for a position for my command, I came in sight of about two regi- 
ments of cavalry, apparently feeding in an open field about 1,200 yards 
distant. The battery (B and L, Second U. 8. Artillery) was placed 
in position on a hill overlooking the enemy, and I formed two regi- 
ments, Second Ohio and Second New York Cavalry, and charged 
the enemy, who mounted their horses and fled. I then, after a slight 
skirmish, halted and formed my command in line of battle, the Fitth 
New York being on the left, Second New York and Second Ohio in the 
center, and Kighteenth Pennsylvania on the right and connecting with 
the left of Second Brigade. My command was held in this position for 
nearly two hours, with skirmishers thrown out. No ‘firing of conse- 
quence occurred at this time, although the enemy in force were in my 
front. At the end of two hours I received an order from General 
Custer to withdraw my command and move farther to the left. This I 
did, moving with the First Connecticut Cavalry in front. Coming in 
sight of the enemy’s skirmishers, I directed the First Connecticut Cav- 
alry to charge them, which they did, and drove them in upon their main 
body. The remainder of the command coming up, I formed the Second 
Ohio and Second New York to charge with the First Connecticut, the 
Second Ohio to take the right, the Second New York the left, both 


Cuar. LV.] THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 533 


regiments to try and flank the enemy, while the First Connecticut 
charged in front. This movement was entirely successful, and the 
enemy were driven beyond Cedar Creek across Cupp’s Ford. While 
this was being done the Fifth New York and Eighteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry moved with the battery (B and L, Second U. 8. Artillery), 
the former in advance and the latter in rear, at a gallop to Cedar Creek. 
Arriving there the Fifth New York Cavalry crossed and charged with 
the First Vermont Cavalry, of the Second Brigade, capturing, in con- 
nection with the First Vermont, the following-mentioned property: 
45 pieces of artillery, 28 caissons, 1 battery wagon, 34 army wagons, 12 
spring wagons and ambulances, 163 sets artillery harness, 150 sets 
wagon harness, 196 horses, 134 mules. The Fifth New York Cavalry, 
of my brigade, received receipts for one-half of the above-mentioned 
property. 

As soon as the enemy were driven across Cupp’s Ford I withdrew 
the Second New York and Second Ohio and moved to the support of 
Fifth New York and Eighteenth Pennsylvania. I found the Hight- 
eenth Pennsylvania and the battery in position near Cedar Creek, but 
was unable to overtake the Fifth New York, and it being dark, I 
halted my command, and with the Highteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry 
and the battery, which joined my command, I returned to the camp of 
the day before. The Fifth New York did not join until the next morn- 
ing, having been guarding captured property all night. In this 
engagement my command lost 2 men killed and 15 men wounded.* 

On the 20th of October the brigade went on a reconnaissance to 
Fisher’s Hill, on the Back road, and not finding the enemy, returned 
to camp near Middletown. From this date to the 8th of November the 
brigade performed picket duty on the line of Cedar Creek, with occa- 
sional scouting. On the morning of the 8th of November, before day- 
light, I received orders to move with my brigade to a point on the 
Valley pike, between Winchester and Newtown, to prevent an attack on 
either of these places by Rosser, who was reported to be moving in that 
direction. I moved as directed, and encamped about two, miles south 
of Kernstown. Remained here until the 9th, when an order was received 
to moye to Mount Zion Church, and picket from Fawcett’s Gap to the 
Middle road, taking the road to Newtown for my line. Reached Mount 
Zion Church about dark, relieved the Second New York Cavalry, which 
had been left at Mount Zion Church to picket while the brigade was 
absent. The next day I moved the brigade to its present camp near 
Kernstown, after establishing my picket-line, which extended from 
Fawcett’s Gap to the Middle road. 

Battle of November 12.—The Second Ohio Cavalry was on picket at 
Mount Zion Church on the 12th of November, and with the First Con- 
necticut Cavalry, which had been sent on a reconnaissance to Cedar 
Creek, was attacked and driven back to within a mile of camp. I moved 
out with the whole brigade and attacked the enemy. I succeeded in 
driving him easily until within a mile and a half of the creek, when they 
made a sharp resistance. I formed my brigade in line of battle, the regi- 
ments being in column, with strong line of skirmishers, and having the 
“charge” sounded, charged the enemy, driving them nearly to the creek, 
when they again rallied. A sharp fight here ensued, but the enemy were 
obliged to give way, and fled in confusion across Cedar Creek. After 
driving them a mile and a half beyond Lebanon Church, three miles 
beyond Cedar Creek, I withdrew my brigade to near Mount Zion Church, 


*But see revised table, p. 137. 
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and after forming it moved again to Cedar Creek, and then returned to 
camp. In this engagement I lost the following: Killed, 1 officer and 1 
man; wounded, 3 officers and 18 men; missing, 2 officers and 72 men. 

On the 13th of November went on a reconnaissance with the division 
to Cedar Creek and returned at 4 p.m. Remained in camp performing 
picket duty and occasional scouting until the 21st of November, when 
the division moved on a reconnaissance to New Market; encamped at 
Woodstock on the night of the 21st. 

Battle of November 22.—Left Woodstock at 7 o’clock on the morning of 
the 22d and met the enemy’s pickets near Edenburg, the Second Division 
being in advance; drove in their pickets steadily till we reached the 
North Fork of the Shenandoah, about a mile beyond Mount Jackson, 
where we came in sight of the enemy’s cavalry drawn up on Rude’s 
Hill. The Second Division (General Powell) being formed to attack the 
enemy, I was ordered by General Custer to form my brigade in rear of the 
Second Division to support it in case of necessity. [had only formed two 
regiments when the enemy’s cavalry moved off toward our right, and 
the enemy developed a strong line of infantry. 1 was then ordered to 
recross the stream with my brigade, and to move with three regiments 
to Mount Jackson, leaving the remaining two regiments, the Second 
New York and Eighteenth Pennsylvania, to cover the crossing of the 
Second Division and to bring up therear. General Custer took charge 
of these two regiments, and I established a line at Mount Jackson 
with the Second Ohio, Fifth New York, and Third New Jersey. The 
Second Division passed through my line at Mount Jackson, and I then 
took the rear with my brigade, which was soon joined by the Second 
New York. The Eighteenth Pennsylvania, which was on the rear 
guard with the Second New York, was not to be found till after the 
brigade was relieved from duty as the rear guard by the Second Bri- 
gade, having gone to the rear without orders and avoided the fight. I 
formed my command in line of battle, the Fifth New York on the 
extreme right, the Second Ohio in the center, and the Second New 
York on the left; the Third New Jersey was held in reserve. The 
enemy followed up closely with cavalry and infantry. By falling back 
gradually their cavalry was drawn out beyond the support of their 
infantry, and my men drove them back gallantly in every instance 
upon their infantry. The Second New York, Second Ohio, Fifth New 
York, and Third New Jersey deserve great credit for their conspicuous 
gallantry in this engagement, and for the handsome mamner in which 
they rallied under fire. My command was engaged with the enemy 
until we reached Edenburg, when my brigade was relieved by the See- 
ond Brigade. Encamped that night at Woodstock, and on the 23d 
returned to our old camp near Kernstown. In this engagement my 
command lost 2 men killed, 2 officers and 21 men wounded, and 9 men 
missing. Here we remained till November 28, when the division 
marched to Moorefield to intercept General Rosser, who had been to 
New Creek on an expedition to cut the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
Reached Moorefield on the 30th, sent a reconnaissance toward Peters- 
burg, and on its return left Moorefield and marched hack to the ary, 
which we reached on the 2d, and have remained in present camp since 
that date. 

In all of these engagements the regiments of my command behaved 
gallantly, with the exception of the Eighteenth Pennsylvania, which 


coke as bad example to the brigade in the actions of November 12 
and 22, 
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Capt. H. N. Easton, commanding Second Ohio Cavalry; Maj. T. A. 
Boice, commanding Fifth New York Cavalry; Maj. M.'B. Birdseye, 
commanding Second New York Cavalry; Capt. J. B. Rogers, com- 
manding First Connecticut Cavalry, and Maj. William P. Robeson, 
commanding Third New Jerséy Cavalry, deserve especial mention for 
the zeal with which they performed their duties, and the skill with 
which they handled their regiments. Col. Walter C. Hull, of the Second 
New York Cavalry, met his death almost instantly, while gallantly 
leading his regiment in a charge on the 12th of November. Capt. J. B. 
Rogers, commanding First Connecticut Cavalry, was shot in the foot 
in the same engagement, and was obliged to leave the field. 

The officers of my staff rendered important service carrying orders, 
and all behaved with their usual coolness and gallantry. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. C. M. PENNINGTON, 

: Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 

Capt. L. SIEBERT, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Cavalry Division. 


No. 160. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Brayton Ives, First Connecticut Cavalry, of oper- 
ations October 18—December 3. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CONNECTICUT CAVALRY, 
December 9, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders from the colonel commanding the 
brigade, I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of the First Connecticut Cavalry since the 18th of October, 1864: 

At that time the regiment was under the command of Capt. E. W. 
French, camped near Cedar Creek. Early on the morning of the 19th 
it broke camp, moved across the pike, then to the extreme right of the 
line, and at 4 p. m. moved forward in advance of the whole division. It 
charged a portion of the enemy under Rosser, drove them across the 
creek and held them until after dark, when Captain French was ordered 
to picket the creek at Cupp’s Mill. On the next day he was directed 
to march in the direction of Front Royal in search of guns said to have 
been abandoned by the enemy. Finding none he returned and camped 
near Middletown. The next day he moved to the old camp near 
Cedar Creek on the battle-ground of the 19th. On the 24th instant the 
regiment was on picket; was relieved next day and remained in camp 
till the 27th, when it went on a reconnaissance to Tom’s Brook, return- 
ing the same day. For the next eight days it remained quietly in camp, 
and on the 5th of November, Capt. J. B. Rogers commanding the regi- 
ment, was ordered to make a reconnaissance to Tom’s Brook, which he 
did, finding noenemy. Excepting an occasional tour of picket duty 
and change of camp, the regiment experienced nothing of interest till 
the 12th instant, when Captain Rogers was ordered to make a recon- 
naissance toward Cedar Creek. During this an attempt was made by 
the enemy to surround him, and he was compelled to fall back, but 
being re-enforced by portions of the brigade the enemy was in turn 
forced to retire. During the action Captain Rogers was severely 
wounded in the foot, and the command of the regiment devolved upon 
Capt. J. B. Morehouse. 
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On the 13th the regiment went with the division ona reconnaissance 
toward Cedar Creek, returned the same day, and continued in camp 
till the 17th, when Captain Morehouse was ordered to make a recon- 
naissance to Middletown. Finding no enemy he returned to camp and 
remained till the 21st instant. He then started for Remount Camp, 
Pleasant Valley, Md., having in his charge the unserviceable horses of 
the brigade. He camped near Martinsburg that night and reached the 
camp on the 22d instant. Here Major Whitaker assumed command of 
the regiment, and worked diligently for the next three days in provid- 
ing the men with such articles as they required. On the 25th instant 
I arrived at the camp and took command of the regiment. Horses 
were issued to me on the 28th, and I started for the front, but was 
ordered back on account of a threatened movement by Mosby. Late 
in the afternoon of the 29th I received orders from Major Otis, special 
inspector cavalry, to proceed to Martinsburg and guard to the front a 
drove of cattle. I camped that night at Duffield’s, reached Martins- 
burg the day following, and on the Ist of December took the cattle to 
Stephenson’s Depot, where I received orders to guard them till relieved. 
Late in the afternoon of the 2d instant I was relieved by Colonel Peck, 
of the One hundred and seventy-third New York Infantry, and at 8 a. 
m. on the 3d I started for the headquarters of Major-General Torbert, 
which I reached at 12 m., and was ordered to report to Colonel Pen- 
ningtoti, commanding First Brigade, Third Division. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to call your attention to the fact that this 
report is necessarily meager, owing to the absence of both Captain 
Rogers and Captain French. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
BRAYTON IVES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


Capt. C. H. MILLER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 161. 


Report of Maj. John V. Allstrom, Third New Jersey Cavalry, of oper- 
ations October 18—December 8, 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD NEW JERSEY CAVALRY, 
Camp Russell, Va., December 8, 1864. 

Srr: In compliance with orders of the 8th instant I have the honor 
to report the following as a review of the operations of this regiment 
since October 18, 1864: 

On the morning of the latter date this regiment broke camp near 
Cedar Creek and relieved the Second New York on picket near Faw- 
cett’s Gap, grand reserve near Mount Zion Church. No appearance 
of the enemy. October 19, at an early hour in the morning heavy fir- 
ing heard in the direction of Middletown. At 9 a. m. ordered by Gen- 
eral Custer to move the grand reserve near Saint Paul’s Church, remove 
the left pickets, communicating with the Second Brigade, and hold 
Faweett’s Gap as long as practicable. At 4p. m. ordered to join the 
First Brigade near Middletown; proceeded about three miles beyond 
Cedar Creek and returned to camp. October 20, this regiment, accom- 
panied by the Highteenth Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. C. ©. Suydam com- 
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manding, made a reconnaissance to Narrow Passage, a short distance 
from Columbia Furnace, capturing a few stragglers from the enemy ; 
returned to camp about 11 p.m. October 21, changed camp about a 
mile nearer Middletown. October 22, re-enforced by about 100 men 
from Remount Camp. October 23, went on picket near Forge Ford. 
October 24, picket relieved. October 25,in camp. October 26, Major 
Carpenter, paymaster, paid off the regiment, including 31st of August, 
1864. October 27, in camp. October 28, went on picket and was re- 
lieved October 29. October 30, dismounted men, about eighty in num- 
ber, ordered to Remount Camp. October 31, accompanied by the Sec- 
ond New York, Maj. William P. Robeson commanding, made a recon- 
naissance to near Columbia Furnace; started at 3 a.m. and returned at 
4 p.m. 

November 1 to 7, in camp near Cedar Creek and on picket. Novem- 
ber 8, accompanying First Brigade, marched to Kernstown, threw out 
vedettes, and bivouacked during the night; reconnaissance of 150 
men through Petticoat Gap to Romney pike, under Captain Yard. 
November 9, at 3 p.m. marched with brigade to Saint Paul’s Church 
and went into bivouac during night. November 10, marched back 
and encamped about a mile in rear of present encampment. Novem- 
ber 11, went on reconnaissance to Cedar Creek. November 12, marched 
with brigade and participated in repulsing Rosser’s attack on the out- 
posts, going on picket at night. November 13, relieved from picket 
and went into camp at present place. November 14 to 20, in camp and 
doing picket duty. November 21, broke camp and marched with First 
and Second Divisions to Woodstock. November 22, marched to near 
New Market and participated in reconnoitering the enemy’s position, 
losing 1 killed, 6 wounded, and 3 missing; returned same day to 
Woodstock. November 23, marched back to present camp. Novem- 
ber 24 to 28,in camp and doing picket duty. At midnight 28th 
broke camp and marched in the direction of Moorefield, reaching the 
latter place on the 30th, passing Capon Valley, Wardensville, and 
Baker’s Run. Started back on the latter date and returned to camp 
on the 2d of December, marching through North River Valley and on 
Romney pike. December 3 to 8, in camp and doing picket duty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN V. ALLSTROM, 
Major, Commanding Third New Jersey Cavalry. 

Capt. C. H. MILLER, 

Assistant Adjutant-Generai, First Brig., Third Cav, Div. 


No. 162. 


Report of Maj. Walter C. Hull, Second New York Cavalry, of oper- 
ations October. 9. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND NEW YORK CAVALRY, 
October 11, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that on the 9th instant my 
regiment was held in reserve as a Support to the artillery until after 
all the artillery and wagons had been captured. I was then ordered to 
advance toward Columbia Furnace, which I did, and met a force of the 
enemy about two miles this side advancing upon me. Jat once 
charged them but they formed under cover of heavy timber and 
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repulsed me. The enemy then charged, but were, in turn, repulsed. 
The third charge which was made drove them from the timber, which 
was then held by our men. The only man of the regiment who par- 
ticularly distinguished himself was Corpl. Philip Henesy, Company A, 
who dashed into the midst of the enemy and brought out a prisoner. 
My regiment captured four prisoners and lost seven men wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WALTER C. HULL, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieutenant NEVILLE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 163. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Mortimer B. Birdseye, Second New York Cavalry, 
of operations October 18—December 8, 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND NEW YORK CAVALRY, 
~ Camp Russell, Va., December 8, 1864. 

Caprain: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
proceedings of my command since the 18th of October last, in compliance 
with orders from brigade headquarters this date: 

I being absent from the command previous to October 18 and until 
November 11, cannot give a-concise report of the proceedings of the 
command during my absence. October 18, the command was camped 
near Cupp’s Ford, on Cedar Creek, and commanded by Capt. A. S. 
Glover, Major Hull being absent on a leave of absence. October 19, 
the command participated in the battle of Cedar Creek, the casualties 
being 1 man killed, 3 men wounded, and 8 men missing. October 20, 
the command went on a reconnaissance to Fisher’s Hill, returning to 
camp near Cupp’s Ford about dark. October 21, moved, going into 
camp near Middletown, Va. October 22, went on a reconnaissance to 
Mount Olive, returning to camp same day. 27th instant Major Hull 
returned and took command of the regiment. 31st instant the com- 
mand went on a reconnaissance to Fisher’s Hill, returning to camp 
same day. 

November 5, went to Newtown, returning to camp same day. Novem- 
ber 8, part of the regiment went on picket at Cupp’s Mill, the balance 
going on a reconnaissance to Fisher’s Hill. November 10, returned, 
going into camp near the present headquarters Third Cavalry Division. 
November 11, I joined the regiment with 375 recruits from Camp Stone- 
man. November 12, marched with the brigade in the direction of 
Cedar Creek, on the Back road. About 11 a.m. engaged the enemy 
near Mount Zion Church, the engagement lasting until 2 p. m., when 
my command, with the brigade, retired, the enemy having been driven 
across Cedar Creek and some two miles beyond. Col. Walter C. Hull 
was almost instantly killed about 11.30 while leading a charge at the 
head of hiseregiment; he was killed near Cartwell’s Springs. Upon 
Colonel Hull’s death I assumed command of the regiment. The casual- 
ties in this action were 1 officer and 1 man killed, 1 officer and 9 men 
wounded, and 27 men missing. After the action the command returned, 
establishing its present camp. 135th instant, made a reconnaissance to 
Cedar Creek, returning to camp same day. Remained in camp doing 
picket duty on the brigade picket-line by details from the command, as 
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ordered from brigade lieadquarters, until the morning of the 21st, when 
the command marched with the balance of the division up the Valley 
pike in the direction of New Market. About 6.30 p. m. bivouacked for 
the night at Woodstock, one battalion of my regiment going on picket 
for the night. At daybreak the command resumed the march in the 
direction of New Market. Met the enemy about noon near Mount 
Jackson, when an engagement ensued. Finding the enemy’s infantry 
in strong force, the entire command fell back in good order, the enemy 
following but a short distance. The casualties of the regiment in this 
action were 1 man killed, 2 ofticers and 10 men wounded, 5 men miss- 
ing. Marching back to Woodstock, bivouacked for the night. 23d, 
returned to camp. November 27, I received a seven-days’ leave of 
absence, leaving the regiment in command of Capt. A. S. Glover. 29th 
instant, broke camp at 3 a.m.; marched with the division on the Capon 
Springs road, bivouacking for the night near Lost River. 30th, at day- 
light resumed the march, reaching Moorefield about noon. Here the 
division halted, and my command made a reconnaissance as far as 
Petersburg, returning to Moorefield about 5 p. m. and joined the divis- 
ion, which at once started on its return, reaching camp the 2d instant. 

December 4 I returned from leave of absence and assumed command 
of my regiment, which has since remained in camp. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

M. B. BIRDSEYE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. C. H. MILLER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 164, 


Report of Lieut. Col. George A. Purington, Second Ohio Cavalry, of 
operations October 9, 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND OHIO CAVALRY, 
In the Field, October 11, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to report the following as the part taken by 
the Second Ohio Cavalry in the action of the 9th, near Fisher’s Hill, 
Va.: 

The regiment occupied the left of the First Brigade, Third Division, 
and advanced in conjunction with the rest of the line, the Second Bat- 
talion, under Maj. A. B. Nettleton, covering the front as skirmishers. 
After advancing a short distance the enemy in strong force was met in 
line of battle. The Third Battalion, under Capt. Frank E. Watrous, was 
thrown around their right and rear, pouring in volleys from their Spen- 
cers with telling effect, as the number of dead in their front abundantly 
testified. A charge being then ordered, the enemy was driven from his 
strong position atthe pointof the saber, not, however, withoutsevere and 
close fighting. He was closely followed for several miles, losing some 
in killed and wounded and a number of prisoners. The regiment was 
then halted and formed and again advanced for some distance without 
meeting the enemy, and soon after, in accordance with orders from bri- 
gade headquarters, was withdrawn. 

The conduct of both officers and men was highly praiseworthy, and 
where all did so well it is difficult to discriminate. Special mention is, 
however, made of Maj. A. B. Nettleton, Capt. F. E. Watrous, and Lieut. 
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Warner Pearson, who commanded battalions, and who, by personal 
example, inspired their men with a courage and confidence unsurpassed. 
Sergeants Capron, Company A, Smith, Company C, W ileox, Company 
D, Stratton, Company F, Chester, Company H, Liddy, Company I, and 
Adams, of Company M, commanded their respective companies, and 
proved themselves worthy of higher positions than they now occupy. 
Honorable mention is also made of Sergeant Morgan and Privates Reed, 
Blackwell, and Haynes, of Company A; Sergeants Stearns, Brewster, 
and Polhamus, of Company B; Sergeant Hayden, and Davenport and 
Pfouts, privates, of Company C; Sergeants Rand and Malin and Cor- 
poral Traver, of Company G; Sergeants Fisher and Gordon and Cor- 
poral Leavitt and Privates Hale, Herrick, and Keyes, of Company H, 
and Privates Hughey and Wibley, of Company bL. 

A number of prisoners were captured by the regiment, just how many 
is not known. 

Several men were struck by spent balls, and three—Sergeant Wolfer, 
of Company I, Corporal Leavitt, of Company HI, and Private Zedaker, 
Company B—were severely wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. A. PURINGTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Second Ohio Cavalry. 


Lieut. E. M. NEVILLE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 165. 


Report of Maj. John W. Phillips, Bighteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, of 
operations October 8-9. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY, 
October 11, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: In accordance with instructions received from brigade 
headquarters, I have the honor to transmit the following report of the 
part my regiment took in the late engagements: 

On Saturday, October 8, my regiment (being rear guard for the 
division) was attacked by the advance of the enemy’s force. The rear 
battalion, Lieutenant Blough commanding, formed and checked them, 
killing three and wounding one captain and six others. The Third 
Battalion, Captain Britton, formed and met the second charge, allowing 
Lieutenant Blough to fall back behind him. This was done in some 
confusion, owing to the strength and confidence with which the enemy 
advanced. My men fired repeated volleys into the head of the column 
and so effectually checked the advance that a flank movement ou his 
part became necessary. As soon as I observed this I ordered my men 
to fall back and take position in the woods, where 1 learned the Second 
New York, Major Hull, was formed to assist me. This they did in 
much confusion, owing to the furious charge made by the enemy. He 
was checked by the charge of Major Hull, but, coming on in vastly 
Superior numbers, we were forced to fall back upon the main portion of 
the brigade. In this running fight of more than two miles I lost 4 men 
killed, 7 wounded, and 5 missing. The color bearer of the enemy was 
seen to fall, and from the nature of the advance his loss must have been 
severe. Much credit is due Lieutenant Blough and Captain Britton, 
and the officers and men in their respective battalions, for the stubborn 
manner in which they met the repeated charges of the enemy, 
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In the action of the 9th I was ordered, in the early part of the engage- 
ment, to support Major Krom, Fifth New York, whose command was 
deployed on the right of our line as skirmishers. This I did until 
ordered by one of General Custer’s staff to tear down all the fences in 
my front, and deploy my whole regiment as skirmishers. I had scarcely 
got it deployed as ordered when General Custer ordered Captain Brit- 
ton, who was on the left of the line, to charge. Soon the whole line 
was in motion and advanced as rapidly as the nature of the ground and 
the wearied condition of my horses would allow, driving the enemy’s 
skirmishers before it. When the enemy’s center gave way the right of 
my line was quite far advanced and was in position to give a flank fire 
as he began to retreat from the top of the hill, where his artillery was 
last in position. Owing to the long run I had made over fences and 
ditches, and through the woods and brush, many of my horses had 
become exhausted and my line necessarily much scattered, and the 
difficulties in the way of a rapid advance on the right flank were 
becoming greater, owing to the still more unequal nature of the ground 
in my front. I saw I could do nothing more than pick up a few strag- 
glers if [remained there. Accordingly (not seeing Colonel Penning- 
ton at the time) I rode up to General Custer and stated the difficulties, 
and received permission from him to bring my command on the main 
road and pursue as rapidly as possible. I immediately ordered Cap- 
tain Britton forward rapidly on the main road. In the meantime 
Lieut. J. R. Winters, Company E; Lieut. J. W. Smith, Company B; 
Lieutenant Nieman, Company E, and Lieutenant Grier, Company B, 
having seen the enemy’s artillery and wagons in rapid flight, gathered 
together what men were near, pushed forward rapidly in pursuit, pass- 
ing by the right flank of the artillery and entering the main road about 
500 yards in rear of the wagon train. At this point the officers above 
mentioned and the men with them had the advance of everything on 
the road, and in three minutes’ time came up with the rear of the train. 
The enemy made a stand in the corner of a wood for a few moments, 
killing Lieutenant Winters, who had emptied his pistol and was moving 
furiously upon them with drawn saber. ‘This was the last stand he 
made, and the wagons were left to the mercy of any one who had a 
horse swift enough to overtake the terrified teamsters. The menof my 
command moved forward with Lieutenant Grier at their head until 
there was not a wagon or ambulance that had not been stopped or turned 
back, some of the Second Brigade following in the rear of them. Lieu- 
tenant Grier and his party led the advance all the way, and although 
he had not men enough to guard all the wagons and ambulances back 
to the rear, yet he did send many back in charge of men of my own 
regiment. These so sent back were delivered by Sergeant Puder, of 
Company M, to some of the First Vermont, whom it is presumed 
delivered them to the provost-marshal. One piece of artillery was 
captured by Private Samuel Fry, Company F, who alone sabered one of 
the drivers in order to compel him to stop his horses and turn around 
and drive back. This piece he guarded back himself, and should have 
the full credit of its capture. Private Smith Allen, Company D, 
charged up to another piece alone and sabered a driver and was in turn 
severely wounded in the neck, but remained with the piece and rode by 
it as it was carried back. He acted very bravely. The piece that was 
strapped beneath the limber was passed by Lieutenant Grier, and the 
enemy driven from it by his party, but being then in full pursuit of the 
enemy he did not think it best then to detach any of his men to take 
particular charge of it. It was taken charge of by some officer of the 
Eighth New York. 
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The number of prisoners captured as straggling parties of the enemy’s 
cavalry was nineteen. If I add to this the number taken with that 
artillery and with the ambulances and wagons it will swell the number 

reatly. 

. I wich to mention for particular gallantry, Sergt. James McKay, 
Company B; Sergt. William Scott, Company G; Sergt. Puder, Com- 
pany M; Sergt. William P. Seal, Company E; Corporal Depew, Com- 
pany E; Private Stephen S. Kelley, Company K; Private John A. Ches- 
ter, Company F; Sergt. Charles A. Clark, Company B. In mentioning 
the names of these I would do great injustice to many others, did I not 
state that this list does not include all who did their duty nobly. These 
mentioned I saw in the van of the fight, and know from personal obser- 
vation how well they merit mention. All the non-commissioned officers 
mentioned richly deserve promotion for their strict attention to duty 
and their noble conduct in time of action. 

I will not mention particularly, further than I have already done, the 
names of any of my commissioned officers; some were ahead of others, 
but I am convinced it was not from any lack of zeal, but for reasons 
which will readily suggest themselves when the nature of the ground 
passed over is taken into consideration. 

I liked to have forgotten to mention the name of T. Jackman, regi- 
mental commissary-sergeant, who, although he had no particular duty 
to perform on the field, was in the front all day, and acted with pecu- 
liar bravery. He advanced up to the enemy’s skirmish line and with 
his pistol killed a private and wounded an officer who was endeavoring 
to saber him. He also, during the day, captured a prisoner. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. PHILLIPS, 
Major, Commanding Eighteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


Lieutenant NEVILLE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Brigade. 


No. 166. 


Report of Brig. Gen. George H. Chapman, U. 8S. Army, commanding 
Second Brigade, of operations September 15-16. 


HdQRs. SECOND BRIGADE, THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
September 17, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that, with 400 men of this com- 
mand, I started from this camp on the evening of 15th instant, at 10 
o'clock, on an expedition to Ashby’s Gap for the purpose of developing 
what force of the enemy were rendezvoused there or in that vicinity. 
Crossing the Shenandoah River at the ford near Snicker’s Gap, I there 
detached fifty-five men, under Captain Compson, Eighth New York Cav- 
alry, with instructions to proceed up the river on this side the ridge and 
across the mountain into Ashby’s Gap, while, with the main body i 
crossed through Snicker’s Gap and proceeded along the eastern base of 
the mountains to Paris, which place I reached shortly after sunrise. 
Soon after arriving at Paris small parties of the enemy’s horsemen 
began to show themselves on the surrounding heights, but at safe dis- 
tance, and they continued to watch my movements during the day. 
Once they charged upon my rear guard, but were easily driven off, 
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Returning, I passed through Upperville and reached Snickersville at 
2p. m., where, the men being much fatigued, I ordered an hour’s halt, 
sending forward one squadron of the Eighth New York, Captain Bliss 
commanding, into the gap. Captain Compson was also in the gap, 
having crossed from Ashby’s to Snicker’s Gap by a road on the motn- 
tain ridge. About an hour had elapsed, and the men had mostly fallen 
asleep, when they were suddenly charged upon by a force of from about 
fifty to eighty of the enemy, and, being stampeded by the surprise, a 
number were killed, wounded, and captured before I reached the scene 
of the encounter with the main body. They had approached the gap 
across the mountains and charged down an easy slope, and they retired 
by the same way pursued for two miles by my men. It was near sun- 
down, and in the exhausted state of men and horses, I did not deem 
farther pursuit expedient. Had it not been for this mischance the 
extire expedition would have been a success, and I regret exceedingly 
that the officers and men permitted themselves to be surprised, the 
more so as I esteem them of the most gallant in this command. Cap- 
tain Compson had captured twelve of the enemy, but they were recap- 
tured. I have sent forward five of Mosby’s men and I have about forty 
captured horses in the command, which I have directed to be taken up 
on the proper returns and branded. Two of the enemy were killed 
and anumber wounded. [rom citizens I ascertained that Mosby was 
wounded some time ago and had gone to Richmond. Judging from 
indications, I should estimate the force operating under Mosby and his 
colleagues at from 200 to 250. If they have any encampmentit must be 
in the neighborhood and beyond Upperville. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. CHAPMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Capt. L. SIEBER’, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Cavalry Division. 


Report of Lieut. Col. William H. Benjamin, Eighth New York Cavalry, 
of operations October 9. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH NEW YORK CAVALRY, 
October 12, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with your request, | have the honor to make 
the following report of the operations of my command on the 9th 
instant: 

We broke camp at 6 a. m. and moved out the advanced regiment of 
the brigade to a place called Mount Olive, where we formed up. We 
were then directed by Colonel Wells to remove the fences in our front. 
That being done we moved through a piece of woods a short distance 
to an opening and formed again. At this time we received further 
orders to remove to the right of the road and form on a hill which 
overlooked all. Remaining here a short time, the colonel directed me 
to take the Highth and Twenty-second New York Cavalry, move to the 
extreme right and front, and take a position as would be pointed out by 
a staff officer from General Custer. Moving through the ravines and 
woods, I was met by the officer and directed to mass my command to 


544 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA, MD., AND PA. _—[Cuar. LY. 


the left under cover of a steep hill, which I did. Very soon after 
another staff officer from General Custer came with instructions for me 
to move my whole command, consisting of about 350 men, of the Highth 
and Twenty-second New York (the latter under command of Major 
Moore), as a support to the Eighteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, which 
were soon to be deployed as skirmishers. They were deployed, when I 
immediately moved my command by fours in three parallel columns— 
Major Pope commanding the left, Captain Ford the center, and Major 
Moore theextremeright. We moved as fast as the nature of the ground 
and fences would allow, keeping close up to the skirmishers, until we 
came to where the enemy’s artillery opened on us severely. The Third 
Squadron (Captain Hopkins) had one. man, Private Omer O. Wells, C 
Company, instantly killed, threatening confusion in the ranks, but they 
moved forward without a waver. At this time an order came from 
General Custer to move forward rapidly without regard to the skirmish 
line. I then directed Major Pope, with the Second and Fourth Squad- 
rons, to the left, also the Third, the First directly to the front, as also 
Major Moore, with the Twenty-second New York, the whole to move 
rapidly. Major Pope, with the Second and Fourth Squadrons (Captains 
Bliss and Compson commanding), now charged up the hill, uncovering 
a battery of artillery, then on the road leading to the right aud rear, 
which the Third Squadron, under Captain Hopkins, gallantly charged 
and captured. Major Pope now moved with a portion of the command 
at a charge down the road in pursuit of a wagon train, which was sub- 
sequently brought in by Major Moore, of the Twenty-second New York. 
Captains Bliss and Compson charged more to the left in pursuit of 
flags and banners. Our horses being so much blown at this time the 
pursuit very soon ended. Theresult of the day was the capture of five 
guns, one caisson, with their drivers and cannoneers, horses and harness, 
and a number of prisoners. 

In concluding this report it would seem invidious to particularize, 
where all behaved with so much gallantry, but my attention has been 
called to the fact of First Sergeant Reeves, C Company, and Sergeant 
Niven, M Company, as being among the first engaged in the capture 
of the guns. All the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 
behaved in a most gallant and soldierly manner. 

Tam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. BENJAMIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Highth New York Cavalry, Commanding. 

Capt. J. J. MCVEAN, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brigade, Third Division, Cavalry. 


No. 168. 


Report of Lieut, Col. John W. Bennett, First Vermont Cavalry, of oper 
ations September 25-October 22. 


BURLINGTON, Vr., November 14, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of engage- 
ments of the First Vermont Cavalry in the Shenandoah Valley, Va. 
from the 25th day of September to the 22d day of October, 1864: 
During the retrograde movement of General Sheridan’s army from 
Harrisonburg our division left Timberville, for Columbia Furnace, on 


Cuap. LV.) THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 545 


the morning of the 7th of October, and my regiment was selected to act 
as rear guard during the march. Nothing worthy of note occurred 
beyond the charging of my rear by a small party of the enemy, which 
was promptly repulsed, until about 2 p. m., when the wagon train was 
halted. No sooner had I taken position when the enemy opened the 
engagement by two unsuccessful charges made in quick succession. 
These repulses compelled the enemy to develop his strength, which I 
soon discovered and promptly reported to be greatly superior. As the 
safety of our train necessitated the holding of this position I was com- 
pelled to extend my lines to the utmost my force would allow. I 
reported my situation and requested support at three different times, 
but received only a small portion of the Eighth New York and about 
fifty men of the First New Hampshire. By severe skirmishing the 
lines were held until 3 p. m., when the enemy charged my left with two 
regiments. This was checked by the small part of my regiment in 
reserve, under command of Captain Watson and Lieutenant Mitchell; 
but an attack following immediately along the entire line, I attempted 
to fall back upon the support above referred to, but, finding this in full 
retreat, the regiment was swept to the lines of the First Brigade, 
nearly two miles, without being able to offer any effectual resistance. 
It will be borne in mind that I had 150 recruits in the ranks that neyer 
before had drilled a day or heard a shot in earnest. 

Engagement of the 9th of October, 1864, at Tom’s Brook.—Having 
withdrawn my pickets, in obedience to orders from Colonel Wells, com- 
manding brigade, I joined the column, then moving toward Mount 
Olive, at about 6 a.m. The position of my regiment in column was 
in rear of the Eighth New York, which had the advance of the brigade. 
At the commencement of the engagement my regiment was ordered to 
take position on the right of the road in rear of the First Brigade. I 
remained in this position only a few moments when I was directed to 
move forward a quarter of a mile and form in rear of the Eighth New 
York, on the left of the road; but before the execution of the order was 
completed the regiment was directed to take position on the right of 
the road in rear of the batteries, on arise of ground overlooking the 
scene of action. Here we were within range of the enemy’s guns, 
After remaining here about three-quarters of an hour I was ordered to 
occupy a position on the left of the batteries. On reaching the point 
indicated orders came for the regiment to move rapidly to the front on 
the road leading to Mount Olive. Our pace was not slackened until 
the advance reached the summit of the hill, where a charge was ordered, 
which was executed by the Third Battalion, under Major Grover. At 
this moment I discovered the enemy preparing to charge my regiment 
with a heavy column, and while endeavoring to arrange the Iirst and 
Second Battalions to support Major Grover the Third was slightly 
broken, but the First and Second, under Captain Cummings, coming 
promptly to its support the enemy were quickly repulsed and our line 
established. Here the enemy stubbornly contested our advance for 
about half an hour, during which little ground was gained. They then 
commenced giving away, and the regiment promptly charging they 
broke and fled in great confusion. 

In this charge Major Grover had command, as my horse was killed 
while reforming the line of the Third Battalion. At the point where 
the enemy made this last stand my regiment became divided, a portion 
following the enemy to the left, while the other took the direct road 
leading to Columbia Furnace. From this point it would be impossible 
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to give a detailed account of the operations of the regiment. The por- 
tion which moved to the right, led by Adjutant Gates, mingled with 
the other regiments in the grand rush and fruitless attempt to overtake 
any considerable force of the enemy, the advance halting at Columbia 
Furnace, a distance of about eight miles. The other part of the regi- 
ment, under Major Grover and Captain Cummings, met more resistance, 
the enemy forming several times, and on one occasion made an unsuc- 
cessful charge upon a portion of their command. By heavy skirmish- 
ing they continued to drive a greatly superior force until recalled 
by Colonel Wells. When the division retired my regiment acted as 
rear guard. Of the conduct of my officers 1 cannot speak too highly; 
to mention one would be an injustice to the others. The conduct of 
my men exceeded my most sanguine expectations; upward of 100 
were recruits who had never drilled a day; among the more conspic- 
uous for bravery, whose conduct fell under my own observation, I de- 
sire to mention Sergeants Haswell and Cook, Company G, Frost, Com- 
pany A, and Wright, Company L, the two latter color-sergeants of the 
regiment. Sergeant Wright actually thrust one of the enemy with the 
spear of the color staff. 

The following is a correct list of captures made by the regiment: 
2 pieces of artillery, 3 ambulances, 2 army wagons, about 25 prisoners, 
including 2 commissioned officers. 

Engagement of the 19th of October, 1864, at Cedar Creek.—On the 
morning of the 19th of October the command was aroused by an attack 
on the right of the picket-lines, which was held by our division. It 
was soon ascertained that our line had been forced, and a lodgment 
effected by the enemy on the north bank of Cedar Creek. I was 
ordered to ‘“‘move out” with my regiment, select and oceupy a position 
covering camp, and also feel the lines of the enemy. The latter was 
promptly and successfully accomplished by the First Battalion under 
Captain Cummings. I was then ordered to return to camp. On my 
arrival was almost immediately directed to reoccupy the position, but 
ere this could be executed it was superseded by another to withdraw 
promptly and join the division, then moving in the direction of the 
infantry lines, whose heavy firing was now heard. No sooner had I 
joined the column than I was directed to move again to the extreme 
right and ascertain if any flanking column of the enemy was moving in 
that direction. A short distance brought me in sight of a strong col- 
umn, which fact I promptly reported, and, selecting a position so as to 
check their advance, I awaited the attack. Having received orders from 
Colonel Wells to fall back and keep connection with the infantry, I 
Slowly withdrew, the enemy following, skirmishing sharply. After 
retiring about one mile, information was received that the infantry 
were making strenuous efforts to check the further advance of the 
enemy. I, therefore, halted, and by severe skirmishing succeeded in 
holding my lines for more than two hours. General Custer, now return- 
ing from the left with the First Brigade and battery, ordered a charge, 
in which we drove the enemy and regained my former position. This 
we held until about 4 p. m., when the whole division was moved rapidly 
to the left and front, dividing the enemy’s infantry from his cavalry; 
and while the First Brigade engaged his cavalry, General Custer, tak- 
ing my regiment, moved rapidly down across the battle-field, where the 
Sixth Corps in the morning most gallantly, but vainly, endeavored to 
check the tide of battle, which was sweeping back the broken and scat- 
tered Highth and Nineteenth Corps. Here mingled lay the dead and 
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wounded of both armies, and as our men gazed upon the naked forms 
of their dead and wounded comrades—the former entirely and the lat- 
ter partially stripped by our inhuman foe—the deep murmurs that ran 
along the ranks foreshadowed the impetuosity of the coming charge. 
At this juncture the lines of both armies were a short distance to the 
left and front, in full view, and our infantry driving the enemy in fine 
style. All these circumstances combined awakened an enthusiasm 
and determination needing only the guiding hand to render terrible. 
At this time the lines of the enemy rested along our old breast-works 
on the north bank of Cedar Creek. The order given General Custer 
was to charge the breast-works, swing to the left, and secure what we 
could. Before this could be executed, so rapid was the movement of 
the enemy to the rear, nearly all were over the creek; only a few were 
secured. Down anarrow, winding footpath, which led through the thick 
wood covering the bluff on this bank of the creek, we dashed across 
the creek, skirmishing until the advance reached a heavy stone wall 
about sixty rods from the crossing; here it was halted until the entire 
regiment could arrive. Just as I had completed the reforming of the 
regiment General Custer came up with the Fifth New York Cavalry, 
which formed upon my left. Not a moment was to be lost. Ten thou- 
sand veteran infantry within a quarter of a mile and near a grove of 
heavy timber, although broken, might in a moment’s time prepare to 
successfully resist a much heavier force. With the order “ attention,” 
I leaped my horse over the stones where the wall had been thrown 
down, and ordered the regiment “forward.” Headed by the color 
bearer, with shouts, the presage of victory, they obeyed. For a 
moment the air seemed freighted with missiles of death, but a moment 
only. Confused and terrified the enemy threw down their arms and 
trampled upon each other in their frantic attempts to escape. My men 
rushed upon them as though they were the appointed avengers of their 
comrades slain. Considering our numbers, the slaughter was fearful. 
The enemy, dividing to the right and left, let my command through his 
center on to his artillery and train. Some we captured in good order, 
with cannoneers in their places, drivers on their horses; others entan- 
gled, upset, and abandoned; and, again, ambulances with their loads 
of wounded; horses, with their riders; cannoneers, with pieces; as if 
hurled together by some all-powerful agency, lay a mass of ruins. 

Having received assurances from General Custer before starting of 
prompt support, I threw my entire command into the charge, and with 
care that no organized body of the enemy was near my flanks, my 
advance was not halted until we reached a small creek half a mile 
south of Strasburg, where several upset wagons had completely block- 
aded the passage, leaving the pike this side crowded with trains. 
Here, with only about twenty men, four miles from any organized sup- 
port, surrounded with prisoners thrice our number and constantly 
augmenting, I was compelled to send captured ambulances and wagons 
without change of drivers, accompanied by small parties of prisoners, 
unguarded to the rear. f 

Support came, and midnight found my regiment again on the north 
bank of Cedar Creek, and daylight on the morning of the 20th found me 
still guarding the prisoners and captured property. 

Of the gallant conduct of my officers and men no language is too 
strong. Sir, allow me to say that every officer and man under my com- 
mand who participated in that charge conducted himself with such 
gallantry as to merit special mention. 
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The following is a correct copy of the receipt given by the provost- 
marshal for the prisoners and property captured during the engage- 
ment by my regiment: 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Mippir MILiTary DIVISION, 
October 22, 1864. 


Received of First Vermont Cavalry, Lientenant-Colonel Bennett commanding, the 
following amount of property and number of prisoners captured on the 19th instant, 
at the battle of Cedar Creek: 161 prisoners (among whom were 1 general officer, 1 
colonel, 1 lientenant-colonel), 3 battle-flags, 23 pieces of artillery, 14 caissons, 17 army 
wagons, 6 spring Wagons. end oe ak 83 sets of artillery harness, 75 sets of 

a orses, 69 mules. 
wagon harness, 98 ; GH: ROGERS) 


Lieutenant and Provost-Marshal. 


In addition to the above engagements my regiment participated in 
the skirmishes of the 27th and 29th of September at Waynesborough, 
and also on the 13th of October, on the right of the picket-line at Cedar 
Creek, and some others of little importance. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. BENNETT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 
General P. T. WASHBURN, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


~ No. 169. 


Report of Maj. William G. Cummings, First Vermont Cavalry, of oper- 
ations October 22-December 22. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST VERMONT CAVALRY, 
Camp in the Field, January 28, 1865. 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the move- 
ments and engagements of the First Vermont Cavalry: 

On the 22d day of October, 1864, the officers and men whose term of 
service had expired started for Vermont, leaving some 400 men and 3 
officers, myself in command, encamped on the old battle-field of Cedar 
Creek, where we remained until the Army of the Shenandoah fell back, 
November 10, and took up a new line near Kernstown, Va. Our divis- 
ion had the right of the line, encampinog at the junction of the Middle 
road with the Romney pike. Just as we got in camp I received orders 
to proceed with the regiment and establish a picket-line in front of the 
division, from Newtown to Fawcett’s Gap, some three miles in extent, 
which was done at once. About noon on the 11th we were attacked 
by the enemy’s cavalry, coming in on the Middle road, and forced back 
until the brigade came to our support, when a heavy skirmish ensued, 
lasting until the enemy fell back—some time after dark. We pursued 
them, capturing several prisoners, but on returning toward camp I was 
ordered to take up the old picket-line, as I was the only officer acquainted 
with it. We were attacked a little after day next morning by Rosser’s 
cavalry again, but held the line until about 11 a. m., when the division 
came up and we were drawn in to join the charge, which we carried 
some two miles, to be run back in turn to the old position. The skir- 
mishing was quite heavy until near night, with now and then a charge, 
but just before dark the First Division came up and we drove the enemy 
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from the field. We joined the pursuit the next morning as far as 
Cedar Creek; but as the enemy had fallen back up the Valley, we re- 
turned to camp. Our loss on the 11th was 1 killed and 3 wounded; and 
4 killed, 13 wounded, and 3 missing on the 12th. The regiment never 
fought better, though some 250 of its members were recruits just from 
the State, and had never seen a day’s drill. The officers, Captain 
Chandler and Lieutenant Mitchell, acquitted themselves with great gal- 
lantry. We missed the colors (taken to the State by the men dis- 
charged) to rally the regiment on more in this engagement than at any 
time since on account of the small number of officers present. 

On the 19th we marched with the corps on a reconnaissance up the 
Valley as far as Mount Jackson, but finding the enemy in force at 
Rude’s Hill, we withdrew, our regiment covering the rear. The enemy 
pursued some distance, and in the skirmish we had two men wounded 
and one captured. We returned to camp the 23d, where we remained 
until the 7th of December, when we moved with the division to Moore- 
field, Va., to intercept Rosser on his return from capturing New Creek; 
but though we made fifty miles in sixteen hours, Rosser had already 
passed, and we returned to camp on the 11th without an engagement. 

On the 18th our division made a reconnaissance up the Valley, camp- 
ing the second night at Lacey’s Springs. Just before day on the 20th 
a brigade of rebel cavalry charged into camp, surprising the pickets of 
the First New Hampshire. They were upon the Eighth New York 
before the Eighth was aware of the presence of an enemy. Our regi- 
ment moved at once toward the firing, and, after a short skirmish, made 
a charge, capturing some thirty prisoners, without losing a man. We 
returned to camp the 22d, and built winter quarters near Winchester, 
Va., where we remained, doing outpost duty, until the opening of the 
spring campaign. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. G. CUMMINGS, 
Major, Commanding First Vermont Cavalry. 


Hon. P. T. WASHBURN, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Vermont. 


Report of Lieut. Charles H. Peirce, commanding Batteries B and L, 
Second U. 8S. Artillery, of operations October 9. 


CAMP NEAR TUMBLING RUN, 
October 11, 1864. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
operations of Batteries B and L, Second U.S. Artillery, attached to 
your brigade, during the battle at this place on the 9th instant: 

Left camp with the brigade at between 8 and 9 a.m. and moved to 
the front, engaging the enemy at long range, firing at a large body of 
the enemy’s led horses and their dismounted skirmishers. <A very high 
wind blowing at the time, it was very difficult to obtain the proper 
range, but finally compelled them to fall back in haste to the woods 
beyond. No reply from the enemy’s guns. Again marched to the 
front and engaged the enemy at about 800 yards. While in this posi- 
tion the enemy opened his battery upon Lieutenant McIntire’s section 
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of light 12-pounders, doing considerable damage to the right piece by 
exploding a shell six feet in front of the gun, killing instantly Private 
David H. Pomeroy, of Company L, Seventh Michigan Cavalry, tempo- 
rarily attached to the battery, and wounding every man in the detach- 
ment: Privates G. Davis, leg since amputated; August Lent, severely 
in both legs; David J. Meeks, severely in both feet; Sergeant Garman 
in left shoulder, and Private George A. Ball wounded in left hand. One 
piece of the shell passed through the spoke of one wheel, breaking it, 
and lodging another large piece in the opposite wheel, where it still 
remains; still another piece cut completely in two the sponge staff 
while in the hands of No. 1, and still another passed through the coat 
of Lieutenant McIntire. The section of rifled pieces (Lieutenant Hea- 
ton) in position on the left, partly concealed from the enemy’s view, 
sustained but slight damage, Private Robert _Kimbro being slightly 
wounded in right elbow by the explosion of a shell. During the firing 
one of the assembling bolts of the left piece was broken. No other 
damage was done to the battery, with the exception of one horse being 
killed while advancing with the brigade. Returned and encamped on 
the battle-field at 9 p. m. 
I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. H. PEIRCE, 
First Lieutenant, Second U. S. Artillery, Comdg. Battery. 


Col, A. C. M. PENNINGTON, 
Third New Jersey Cav., Comdg. First Brig., Third Cav. Div. 


No. 171. 


Medals of Honor awarded for distinguished services under Resolution of 
Congress, No. 43, approved July 12, 1862, and section 6 of Act of Con- 
gress, approved March 3, 1863. 


Name. Rank and organization. Date. Awarded for— 
1864. 

Adams, James F..... Private, Company D, lst West | Nov. 12 | Capture of State flag of 14th Vir- 
Virginia Cavalry. | _ ginia Cavalry at Nineveh, Va. 

Bowen, Chester B....| Corporal, Company I, lst New | Sept. 19 | Capture of flag at Winchester, Va. 
York Dragoons. 

Baybutt, Philip...... Private, Company A, 2d Massa- | Sept. 24 | Capture of flag at Luray, Va. 
chusetts Cavalry. 

Cole, Gabriel......... Corporal, Company I, 5th Mich- | Sept. 19 | Capture of flag at Winchester, Va. 
igan Cavalry. 

Creed, John........... Erivate, Company D, 28d Mlinois) Sept. 22 | Capture of flag at Fisher’s Hill, Va. 

nfantry. 

Connors, James...... Private, Company E, 43d New | Sept. 22 | Capture of flag at Fisher's Hill, Va. 
York Infantry. 

Crocker, Ulric....... Private, Company M, 6th Mich- | Oct. 19 | Capture of flag of 18th Georgia 
igan Cavalry. ufantry at Cedar Creek, Va. 

Cumpston, James.... Fauly ave, Company D, 91st Ohio |.......... Capture of flag. 
Infantry. 

Fox, Henry M....... Sergeant, Company M,5th Mich- | Sept. 19 | Capture of flag at Winchester, Va. 
igan Cavalry. 

Gause, Isaac......... Corporal, Company EK, 2d Ohio |.......... 
Cavalry. 

Hanford, Edward R..| Private, Company H, 24 U. S. | Oct. 9 | Capture of flag of 32d Battalion 
Cavalry. Me Cavalry at Woodstock, 

a. 
NOUS Hella crise Evivate Company E,8th Indiana | Oct. 19 | Capture of flag at Cedar Creek, Va. 
ntantry. 

Hart, William E..... Private, Company B, 8th New | 1864-1865) Gallant conduct and service as 

York Cavalry. scout in the Shenandoah Valley, 
a. 
Henry, William W ..| Colonel 10th Vermont Infantry.| Oct. 19 | Distinguished gallantry in the bat- 
tle of Cedar Creek, Va. 
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Medals of Honor awarded for distinguished services, gc.—Continued. 


Name. 


Kelly, Thomas 
Leslie, Frank........ 
Lorish, Andrew J --- 
Lyon, Frederick A... 
Love, George M ..... 
Mandy, Harry J..-.-. 


Meach, George E .... 
Moore, George G .--- 
Marsh, Charles H -.. 
McEnroe, Patrick H. 
Parks, Jeremiah..... 
Reynolds, George. --- 
Reigle, Daniel P..... 
Ryan, Peter J -.....-.- 


Scofield, David H -..-) 


Sweeney, James -.-..- 
Shoemaker, Levi ---. 
Sterling, John T...-- 
Seston, Charles H ..- 


Taylor, Richard-.--. 
Tracy, Amasa §..--- 
Thomas, Stephen..-. 
Wells, Thomas M ...) 
Walsh, John ........ 
Woodbury, Eri D...- 
Whittier, Edward N.| 


Rank and organization. Date. Awarded for— 
. 1864. 
Private, Company A, 6th New | Aug. Capture of flag at Front Royal, Va. 
York Cavalry. 
Private, Company B, 4th New Aug. Capture of colors of 3d Virginia 
York Cavalry. at Front Royal, Va. 
Commissary-sergeant, Ist New Sept. Capture of Confederate national 
York Dragoons. tiag at Winchester, Va. 
Corporal, Company A, 1st Ver- | Oct. Capture of flag at Cedar Creek, Va. 
mont Cavalry. 
Colonel 116th New York Infan- | Oct. Capture of battle-flag of 2d South 
try. Jarolina at Cedar Creek, Va. 
First sergeant, Company B, 4th | Aug. Capture of flag of 3d Virginia at 
New York Cavalry. Front Royal, Va. 
Farrier, Company I, 6th New | Sept. Capture of flag at Winchester, Va. 
York Cavalry. 
Private, Company D,11th West | Sept. Capture of flag at Fisher’s Hill, Va. 
Virginia Infantry. 
Private, Company D, Ist Con- | July Capture of flag at Back Creek Val- 
necticut Cavalry. ley, Va. 
Sergeant, Company D, 6th New | Sept. Capture of colors of 36th Vir- 
ork Cavalry. ginia at Winchester, Va. 
Private, Company A, 9th New | Oct. Capture of flag at Cedar Creek, Va. 
York Cavalry. 
Private, Company M, 9th New | Sept. Capture of Virginia State flag at 
York Cavalry. Winchester, Va. 
Corporal, Company F,87th Penn-| Oct. Capture of flag at Cedar Creek, Va. 
sylvania Infantry. 
Private, Company D, 11th In- | Sept. Capture of fourteen Confederates 
diana Infantry. in’ severest part of battle at 
Winchester, Va. 
Quartermaster-sergeant, Com- | Oct. Capture of flag at Cedar Creek, Va. 
pany K, Fifth New York 
Cavalry. 
Private, Company A, 1st Ver- | Oct. Capture of North Carolina State 
mont Cavalry. colors at Cedar Creek, Va. 
Sergeant, Company A, Ist West | Nov. Capture of flag of 22d Virginia 
Virginia Cavalry. Cavalry at Nineveh, Va. 
Private, Company D, 11th In- | Sept. Gallantry in action at Winchester, 
diana Infantry. Va. 
Sergeant, Company I, 11th In- | Sept. Gallant and meritorious services 
diana Infantry. in carrying the regimental col- 
ors at Winchester, Va. 
Private, Company E, 18th In- | Oct. Capture of flag at Cedar Creek, Va. 
diana Infantry. 
Lieutenant-Colonel 2d Vermont | Oct. Distinguished gallantry in the 
Infantry. battle of Cedar Creek, Va. 
Colonel 8th Vermont Infantry-.| Oct. Distinguished conduct at the bat- 
tle of Cedar Creek, Va. : 
Chief bugler, 6th New York | Oct. Capture of colors of 44th Georgia 
Cavalry. at Cedar Creek, Va. 
Corporal, Company D, 5th New | Oct. Capture of flag at Cedar Creek, Va. 
York Cavalry. | 
Sergeant, Company E, 1st Ver- | Oct. | Do. 
mont Cavalry. 
First Lientenant, 5th Battery | Sept. Conspicuous bravery and gal- 
Maine Light Artillery. lantry in the battle of Fisher's 
Hill, Va. 
No. 172. 


Reports of General Robert B. Lee, CO. S. Army, of operations August 


7—-November 22. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August 11, 1804. 


General Early reports that on the morning of the 7th instant Brad- 
ley Johnson’s brigade was surprised in camp by Averell near Moore- 


field and routed. Four pieces of artillery were lost. 


he be relieved from command. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON. 


I have directed 


R. E, LEE. 
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CHAFFIN’S BLUFF, August 20, 1864. 


A portion of our force in the Valley crossed the Shenandoah at Front 
Royal on the 16th and drove the enemy’s cavalry, which retreated 
toward Winchester, burning the hay and wheat stacks in their route. 
On the 17th Sheridan began to retire from his position; was pursued 
by General Early, who overtook two divisions of the Sixth Corps and 
large force of cavalry at Winchester; drove them through the town and 
captured over 200 prisoners, some of whom belonged to Wilson’s cavalry 
division. Enemy has fallen back toward Harper’s Ferry. 

R. E. LEE. 

Hon. JAMES A, SEDDON. 


Duwnwn’s HILL, September 20, 1864. 


General Early reports that on the morning of the 19th the enemy 
advanced on Winchester near- which place he met his attack, which 
was resisted from early in the day till near night, when he was eom- 
pelled to retire. After night he fell back to Newtown and this morn- 
ing to Fisher’s Hill. Our lossis reported sévere. Major-General Rodes 
and Brigadier-General Godwin were killed nobly doing their duty. 
Three pieces of artillery of King’s battalion were lost. The trains and 
supplies were brought off safely. 

Rk. E. LEE. 

Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War. ~ 


Dunwn’s HIL1, September 23, 1864. 
General Early reports that late yesterday the enemy attacked his 
position at Fisher’s Hill and succeeded in driving back the left of his 
line and throwing a force in his rear, when the whole of his troops gave 
way. This resulted in a loss of twelve pieces of artillery, though but 
few men. 
R. E. LEE. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
September 29, 1864. 
General Early reports that after driving the enemy’s cavalry from 
his front near Port Republic he moved to Waynesborough and drove 
two divisions of cavalry from that place. This last force retreated 
through Staunton, and a portion of our cavalry entered that place 
to-day. No enemy south of Staunton. His main force is about Har- 
risonburg. 
R. E. LEE. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON 


CHAFFIN’S BLUFF, October 9, 1864. 
General Early reports that Sheridan is still moving rapidly down the 
Valley. Rosser attacked a large force of enemy’s cavalry on the 7th 
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and drove it handsomely, capturing several wagons, ambulances, and 
nine forges with their teams, a number of horses, about fifty prisoners 
besides killing and wounding a considerable number of the enemy. 
k. E, LEE. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CHAFFIN’S BLUFF, October 20, 1864. 
__General Early reports that before day on the 19th he attacked Sher- 
idan’s camp on Cedar Creek, surprised and routed the Eighth and 
Nineteenth Corps, and drove the Sixth Corps beyond Middletown, cap- 
turing 18 pieces of artillery and 1,300 prisoners. The enemy subse- 
quently made astand on the pike and, in turn, attacked him, when his left 
gave way and his troops retreated. The enemy on the retreat captured 
thirty pieces of artillery and wagons and ambulances. The prisoners 
were brought off and his loss in men was not great. The gallant Gen- 
eral Ramseur was seriously wounded and fell into the hands of the 
enemy. 
R. E. LEE. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CHAFFIN’S BLUFF, October 21, 1864. 
Dispatch from General Early just received states that he lost twenty- 
three pieces of artillery on the 19th. His loss in killed and wounded 
in the early part of the day was not more than 100. His loss in pris- 
oners not known. Enemy’s loss believed to be severe. He has secured 
over 1,300 prisoners. 
k. E. LEE. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

October 29, 1864. 
General Early reports that the enemy attacked General Lomax’s 
forces at Milford on the 25th instant with one brigade and two pieces 
of artillery and were repulsed. The next day they attacked with two 
brigades and six pieces of artillery and were again driven back. Gen- 
eral Lomax reports our loss very slight. Colonel Mosby reports that 
since the advance of the enemy up the Manassas Gap Railroad he has 
killed, wounded, and captured over 300, his own loss being 4 wounded 

and 1 captured. 
R. E. LEE. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond. 
PETERSBURG, November 13, 1864. 
General Early reports that he moved down the Valley on the 10th to 


ascertain the position of the enemy, who was found intrenched between 
Newtown and Kernstown. Merritt’s and Custer’s divisions of cavalry 
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attacked General Rosser, on General Harly’s left, but were repulsed 
and driven several miles, losing 200 prisoners and a number of horses. 
Rosser’s command behaved very handsomely, particularly Lomax’s bri- 
gade, under Colonel Payne, and Wickham’s, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morgan. About same time Powell’s cavalry division attacked Mc- 
Causland’s brigade at Cedarville, on the Front Royal road, and drove 
it across the river. Particulars not yet received. AeBtai 


Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
November 22, 1864. 
General Early reports that the enemy’s cavalry, in considerable force, 
drove in our cavalry pickets this morning and advanced to Mount 
Jackson and crossed the river. It was met by some infantry and one 
brigade of Rosser’s cavalry, and driven back. Rosser pursued, driving 
the enemy beyond Edenburg in confusion, and compelled him to aban- 
don his killed and wounded. General Early thinks it was a reconnais- 
sance. 
kh. E. LEE. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond. 


TING, Gy 


Reports of Lieut. Gen. Jubal A. Early, CO. S. Army, commanding Valley 
District, of operations September 17—October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
New Market, October 9, 1864. 

GENERAL: In advance of a detailed report I have determined to give 
you an informal account of the recent disasters to my command, which 
I have not had leisure to do before. 

On the 17th of September I moved two divisions (Rodes’ and Gordon’s) 
from Stephenson’s Depot, where they, together with Breckinridge’s divis- 
ion, were encamped (Ramseur being at Winchester to cover the road from 
Berryville), to Bunker Hill, and on the 18th I moved Gordon’s division, 
with a*part of Lomax’s cavalry, to Martinsburg, to thwart efforts that 
were reported to be making to repair the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
This expedition was successful, and the bridge over Back Creek was 
burned by a brigade of cavalry sent there. On the evening of the 18th 
Rodes was moved back to Stephenson’s Depot and Gordon to Bunker 
Hill, with orders to start at daylight to return to his camp at Stephen- 
sow’s Depot, which place he reached at a very early hour next mornmg. 
About the time of Gordon’s arrival on that morning firing was heard 
in Ramseur’s front, and now a report reached me that the enemy’s cay- 
alry had appeared on the Berryville road. I ordered Rodes, Gordon, 
and Breckinridge to have their divisions under arms ready to move to 
Ramseur’s assistance, and rode to his position to ascertain the extent 
and character of the demonstration. On getting there I found Ram- 
seur’s division in line of battle, and the enemy evidently advancing 
with his whole force. The other divisions were immediately ordered up 
and the trains all put in motion for their security. Rodes and Gordon 
arrived just before the enemy commenced advancing a heavy force on 
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Ramseur’s left for the purpose of overwhelming him, and when their 
columns commenced advancing on Ramseur I attacked them with. 
Rodes’ and Gordon’s divisions, and drove them back, with great 
Slaughter, the artillery doing most splendid service, Braxton’s bat- 
talion, driving back with canister a heavy force, before which Evans’ 
brigade, of Gordon’s division, which was on the left, had given way. 
This brigade was now rallied, and Battle’s brigade coming to its assist- 
ance, the enemy was pushed back a considerable distance, and we were 
successful. Breckinridge’s division did not arrive tor some time, be- 
cause General Breckinridge had moved it out after my order to him 
to drive back some of the enemy’s cavalry which was crossing the Ope- 
quon, and I sent for him again, and he came up in the afternoon before 
the enemy had made any further attack; but as he reported the enemy’s 
cavalry advancing on the road from Charlestown, by Brucetown and 
Stephenson’s Depot, I ordered one of his brigades to the left on that road, 
and directed General Fitz Lee to take charge of all the cavalry on that 
flank (my left) and check the enemy’s cavalry, and moved the other two 
brigades of Breckinridge’s division toward the right, where our forces 
were weakest and the enemy was making demonstrations in force. 
Breckinridge was scarcely in position before our cavalry on the left 
was discovered coming back in great confusion, followed by the enemy’s, 
and Breckinridge’s force was ordered to the left to repel this cavalry 
force, which had gotten in rear of my left, and this, with the assistance 
of the artillery, he succeeded in doing; but as soon as the firing was 
heard in rear of our left flank the infantry commenced falling back | 
along the whole line, and it was very difficult to stop them. I suc- 
ceeded, however, in stopping enough of them in the old rifle-pits con- 
structed by General Johnston to arrest the progress of the enemy’s 
infantry, which commenced advancing again when the confusion in our 
ranks was discovered, and could have still won the day if our cavalry 
would have stopped the enemy’s; but so overwhelming was the battle, 
and so demoralized was a larger part of ours, that no assistance was 
received from it. The enemy’s cavalry again charged around my left 
flank, and the men began to give way again, so that it was necessary 
for me to retire through the town. Line of battle was formed on the 
north side of the town, the command reorganized, and we then turned 
back deliberately to Newtown, and the next day to Fisher's. 

We lost three pieces of artillery, two of which had been left with the 
cavalry on the left, and the other was lost because the horses were 
killed and it could not be brought off. 

In this fight I had already defeated the enemy’s infantry, and could 
have continued to do so, but the enemy’s very great superiority in cav- 
alry and thecomparative inefficiency of ours turned the scale against us. 

In this battle the loss in the infantry and artillery was: Killed, 226; 
wounded, 1,567; missing, 1,818; total, 3,611. 

There is no full report of the cavalry, but the total loss in killed and 
wounded from September 1 to October 1 is: Killed, 60; wounded, 288; 
total, 348. But many were captured, though a good many are missing 
as stragglers, and a number of them reported missing in the infantry 
were not captured, but are stragglers and skulkers. Wharton’s 
(Breckinridge’s) division lost six colors, and Rodes’ division captured 
two. Rodes’ division made a very gallant charge, and he was killed 
conducting it. 

T fell back to Fisher’s Hill, as it was the only piace where a stand 
could be made, and I was compelled to detach Fitz Lee’s cavalry to the 
Luray Valley to hold the enemy’s cavalry in check should it advance up 
that valley. 
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The enemy’s loss at Winchester was very heavy. Doctor McGuire has 
received a letter from a member of his family who states that 5,800 of 
the enemy’s wounded were brought to the hospital at Winchester, and 
that the total wounded was between 6,000 and 7,000; and a gentleman 
who passed over the field says that the number of killed was very large. 
Sheridan’s medical director informed one of our surgeons left at Wood- 
stock that the number of wounded in hospital at Winchester was the same 
as stated in the letter to Doctor McGuire, and I am satisfied from what 
I saw that the enemy’s loss was very heavy. The enemy’s infantry 
force was nearly, if not quite, three times as large as mine, and his 
cavalry was very much superior, both in numbers and equipment. This 
Ihave learned from intelligent persons who have seen the whole of 
both forces. 

I posted my troops in line at Fisher’s Hill with the hope of arresting 
Sheridan’s progress, but my line was very thin, and having discovered 
that the position could be flanked, as is the case with every position in 
the Valley, I had determined to fall back on the night of the 22d, but 
late that evening a heavy force was moved under cover of the woods on 
the left and drove back the cavalry there posted, and got in the rear of 
my left flank, and when I tried to remedy this the infantry got into a 
panic and gave way in confusion, and I found it impossible to rally it. 
The artillery behaved splendidly, both on this occasion and at Win- 
chester. I had to order the guns to be withdrawn, but the difficulties 
of the ground were such that twelve guns were lost because they could 
not be gotten off. 

The loss in the infantry and artillery was 30 killed, 210 wounded, 
and 995 missing; total, 1,235. I have been able to get no report of 
the loss in the cavalry, but it was slight. Very many of the missing 
in the infantry took to the mountains. A number of them have 
since come in and others are still out. The enemy did not capture 
more than 400 or 500, but I am sorry to say many men threw away 
their arms. 

The night favored our retreat, and by next morning the commands 
were pretty weli organized. At Mount Jackson next day I halted and 
drove back a force of cavalry which was pursuing, and then moved to 
Rude’s Hill, where I halted until the enemy’s infantry came up next 
day and was trying to flank me, when I moved off in line of battle for 
eight miles, occasionally halting to check the enemy. This continued 
until nearly sundown, when I got a position at which I checked the 
enemy’s further progress for that day, and then moved under cover of 
night toward Port Republic to unite with Kershaw. After doing this 
I drove a division of cavalry from my tront at Port Republic, and then 
moved to Waynesborough, where two divisions under Torbert were 
destroying the bridge, and drove them away; and after remaining there 
one day I moved to the vicinity of Mount Crawford, where i awaited the 
arrival of Rosser’s brigade to take the offensive, but before it arrived the 
enemy was discovered to be falling back on the morning of the 6th. I 
immediately commenced following the enemy, and arrived here on the 
7th, and have been waiting to ascertain whether Sheridan intends 
crossing the Blue Ridge before moving farther. 

Respectfully, 
J. A. EARLY, 


Lieutenant-General. 
General R. E. LEE. 
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Keport of killed and wounded in the Army of the Valley District from September 1 to 
October 1, 1864. 


| og 
: 3 
Command. Engagement. | Date. 53 5 a 
ai ome £ 
i My} a 
as 
Rodes’ division -.......-. | Winchester, Vac... 55 25 5c September 19, 1864..... 89 597 686 
Early’s division ...-.----. peeteoe eye ere. S22) 8 keto ec OS are sa eee 42 285 327 
Gordon's division........|..-.-- QO hese cee tar al cess GO ernst aaeicceicc 32 364 896 
Breckinridge’s division. .|.-.--- AD er icteherctal alein eels ini seine GBS Se ahah cena 23 194 217 
Artillery Corps ....--.---|-...-- UN ee een ee ee eee OO Bote tre serene 13 68 81 
sotal aww imchester: 2/22: 25.0 £ja.'- Seeeseeaee 199 | 1,508 1, 707 
Rodes’ division ........-.. Fisher's Hill, &c.......--- - September 22, 1864..... ll 94 105 
Early’s division -....-...|.----- JOT SOR Ss see eee September 20 to Octo- 7 57 64 
ber 1. 
Gordon's division.--....-.. | sae 2 0 Seach SA Sess dot Siscteesst eae 6 43 49 
Axiiblery Corps --ccceeclucse-s BO ad darims at acess September 1 to Octo- 8 | 21 29 
ber 1 (exclusive of 
Winchester). | 
Cavalry division .....- .- Winchester, &c......-..--- September 1 to O¢to- 60 286 346 
| ber 1. | 
Wharton's division -..... Wisher ly Hab sao: J52557. 5 Es | Seprcnet 20 to Octo- |...... 14 | 14 
er d. | 
} | | 
Total ee RS POEs Ae ae 291| 2,023 | 2,314 


Mount JACKSON, September 23, 1864. 
(Via Harrisonburg 4 a. m.) 
Late yesterday the enemy attacked my position at Fisher’s Hill and 
succeeded in driving back the left of my line, which was defended by 
the cavalry, and throwing a force into the rear of the left of iny infantry 
line, when the whole of the troops gave way in a panic and could not 
be rallied. This resulted in a loss of twelve pieces of artillery, though 
my loss in men is not large. I am falling back to New Market, and 
shall endeavor to check the enemy if he advances. Kershaw’s division 
had better be sent to my aid, through Swift Run Gap, at once. 
J. A. EARLY. 
General R. E. LEE. 


{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
September 23, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted for information of Secretary of War. 
Kershaw’s division, with battalion of infantry, has been ordered to 
re-enforce Early, and he has been directed to call out all the troops in 
the Valley. I have no other troops to send. 
Rk. E. LEE, 
General. 


Port REPUBLIC, September 25, 1864. 


GENERAL: I had determined to write you a full account of recent 
events, but Iam too much occupied to do so. In the fight at Win- 
chester I drove back the enemy’s infantry, and would have defeated 
that, but his cavalry broke mine on the left flank, the latter making no 
stand, and I had to take a division to stop the progress of the former 
and save my trains, and during the fighting in the rear the enemy again 
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advanced, and my troops fell back, thinking they were flanked. The 
enemy’s immense superiority in cavalry and the inefficiency of the 
greater part of mine has been the cause of all my disasters. In the 
affair at Fisher’s Hill the cavalry gave way, but it was flanked. This 
could have been remedied if the troops had remained steady, but a panic 
seized them at the idea of being flanked, and without being defeated 
they broke, many of them fleeing shamefully. The artillery was not 
captured by the enemy, but abandoned by the infantry. 

My troops are very much shattered, the men very much exhausted, 
and many of them without shoes. 

When Kershaw arrives J shall do the best I can, and hope I may be 
able to check the enemy, but I cannot but be apprehensive of the result. 
I aminformed that all the reserves have [been] called from the Valley. 
I think Sheridan means to try Hunter’s campaign again, and his supe- 
riority in cavalry gives him immense advantage. If youcould possibly 
spare Hampton’s division it ought to be sent here at once. 

I deeply regret the present state of things, and I assure [you] every- 
thing in my power has been done to avert it. The enemy’s force is 
very much larger than mine, being three or four to one. 

Respecttully, 
J. A. EARLY, 
Lieutenant- General. 
[General R. E. LEE. | 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
September 27, 1864. 

Respectfully submitted for information of the Secretary of War, with 
copy of my reply. 

The reserves from the Valley, if called away, should be returned to 
him if practicable, and everything done to strengthen him. Please see 
if the shoes, arms, and ammunition he may require be supplied him. 

Rk. E. LEE, 
General. 


[Inclosure.} 


CONFIDENTIAL. | HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, September 27, 1864. 
General J. A. EARLY, 
Commanding Valley: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 25th is received. 1 very much regret 
the reverses that have occurred to the army in the Valley, but trust 
they can be remedied. The arrival of Kershaw will add greatly to 
your strength, and I have such confidence in the men and officers that 
Tam sure all will unite in the defense of the country. It will require 
that every one should exert all his energies and strength to meet the 
emergency. One victory will put all things right. You must do all in 
your power to invigorate your army. Get back all absentees; maneuver 
so, if you can, as to keep the enemy in check until you can strike him 
with all your strength. As far as I can judge, at this distance, you 
have operated more with divisions than with your concentrated stren gth. 
Circumstances may have rendered it necessary, but such a course is to 
be avoided if possible. It will require the greatest watchfulness, the 
greatest promptness, and the most untiring energy on your part to 
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arrest the progress of the enemy in his present tide of success. Ali the 
reserves in the Valley have been ordered to you. Breckinridge will 
Jom you or co-operate, as circumstances will permit, with all his force. 
Rosser left this morning for Burkeville (intersection of Danville and 
South Side Railroads), whence he will shape his course as you direct. 
I have given you all can; you must use the resources you have so as to 
gain success. The enemy must be defeated, and I rely upon you to do 
it. I will endeavor to have shoes, arms, and ammunition supplied you. 
Set all your officers to work bravely and hopefully, and all will go well. 
As regards the western cavalry, I think for the present the best thing 
you can do is to separate it; perhaps there is a lack of confidence be- 
tween officers and men. If you will attach one brigade to Rosser, 
making him a division, and one to Fitz Lee’s division, under Wickham, 
Lomax will be able, I hope, to bring out the rest. The men are all good 
and only require instructions and discipline. The enemy’s force cannot 
be so greatly superior to yours. His effective infantry, I do not think, 
exceeds 12,000 men. We are obliged to fight against great odds. A 
kind Providence will yet overrule everything for our good. If Colonel 
Carter’s wound incapacitates him for duty, you must select a good 
chief of artillery for the present. 
Wishing you every prosperity and success, I am, very truly, yours, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


NEW MARKET, October 9, 1864. 


GENERAL: Rosser, in command of his own brigade and the two 
brigades of Fitz Lee’s division, and Lomax, with two brigades of his 
own cavalry, were ordered to pursue the enemy, to harass him and 
ascertain his purposes, while I remained here, so as to be ready to move 
east of the Ridge if necessary, and I am sorry to inform you that the 
enemy, having concentrated his whole cavalry in his rear, attacked 
them and drove them back this morning from near Fisher’s Hill, cap- 
turing nine pieces of horse artillery and eight or ten wagons. Their 
loss in men is, I understand, slight. 

I have not heard definitely from Rosser, but he is, I understand, fall- 
ing back in good order, having rallied his command, which is on what 
is called the Back road, which is west of the pike; but Lomax’s com- 
mand, which was on the pike, came back to this place in confusion. 
This is very distressing to me, and God knows I have done all in my 
power to avert the disasters which have befallen this command; but 
the fact is that the enemy’s cavalry is so uch superior to ours, both in 
numbers and equipment, and the country is so favorable to the oper- 
ations of cavalry, that it is impossible for ours to compete with his. 
Lomax’s cavalry are armed entirely with rifles and have no sabers, and 
the consequence is that they cannot fight on horseback, and in this 
open country they cannot successfully fight on foot against large bodies 
of cavalry; besides, the command is and has been demoralized all the 
time. It would be better if they could all be put into the infantry; but 
if that were tried I am afraid they would all run off. 

Sheridan’s infantry moved off from Fisher’s Hill this morning, and I 
am satistied that he does not intend coming this way again, as he burnt 
all the bridges in his rear as he went down, and the question now is, 
what he intends doing—whether he will move across the Ridge, send a 
part of his force to Grant, or content himself with protecting the Balti- 
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more and Ohio road. If he moves across the Ridge I will move directly 
across from this place to meet him, and I think I can defeat his in- 
fantry and thwart his movements on the east of the mountains. But 
what shall I do if he sends re-enforcements to Grant or remains in the 
lower Valley? He has laid waste nearly all of Rockingham and Shen- 
andoah, and I will have to rely on Augusta for my supplies, and they 
are not abundant there. Sheridan’s purpose, under Grant’s orders, 
has been to render the Valley untenable by our troops by destroying 
the supplies. 

My infantry is now in good heart and condition, and I have sent a 
special messenger to you to get your views. Without Kershaw I would 
have about 6,000 muskets. 

Very respectfully, 
J. A. EARLY, 
Tieutenant- General. 
General R. EK. LEE, 
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia, 


NEw MARKET, October 20, 1864. 
(Via Richmond.) 
The Sixth and Nineteenth Corps have not left the Valley. I fought 
them both yesterday. I attacked Sheridan’s camp on Cedar Creek 
before day yesterday morning, and surprised and routed the Eighth 
and Nineteenth Corps, and then drove the Sixth Corps beyond Middle- 
town, capturing 18 pieces of artillery and 1,300 prisoners ; but the 
enemy subsequently made a stand on the pike, and, in turn, attacked 
my line, and my left gave way, and the rest of the troops took a panic 
and could not be rallied, retreating in confusion. But for their bad 
conduct I should have defeated Sheridan’s whole force. On the retreat 
back to Fisher’s Hill the enemy captured about thirty pieces of artillery 
and some wagons and ambulances. The prisoners were brought off. 
My loss in men was not heavy. General Ramseur was seriously wounded 
while acting with gallantry, and was captured by the enemy. 
J. A. EARLY, 
Lieutenant- General, 
Col. W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


NEw MARKET, October 21, 1864. 
My net loss in artillery on the 19th was twenty-three pieces. My loss 
in killed and wounded is less [than] 1,000. In the early part of the day 
it was not more than 100. I cannot say how many were captured, but 
I think very few. Many of the men scattered, and are still coming in. 
The enemy’s infantry is very badly demoralized. My men ran without 
sufficient cause, and the capture of artillery, &c., was made by the ene- 
my’s cavalry. The enemy is not pursuing; his loss was very severe. 
I have sent off over 1,300 prisoners. 
J. A. EARLY, 
Lieutenant- General. 
General R. EK. LEE, 
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NEW MARKET, October 21, 1864. 


GENERAL: The telegraph has already informed you of the disaster 
of the 19th; I now write to give you a fuller account of the matter. 

Having received information that the enemy was continuing to repair 
the Manassas road, and that he had moved back from Fisher’s Hill, I 
moved on the 12th toward Strasburg for the purpose of endeavoring 
to thwart his purposes if he should contemplate moving across the 
Ridge or sending troops to Grant. 

On the 13th I made a reconnaissance in force beyond Strasburg, and 
found the enemy on the north bank of Cedar Creek and on both sides 
of the pike. This was too strong a position to attack in front. I there- 
fore encamped my force at Fisher’s Hill and waited to see whether the 
enemy would move, but he commenced fortifying. 

On the night of the 16th Rosser, with two brigades of cavalry and a 
brigade of infantry mounted behind his men, was sent around the left 
to surprise what was reported by his scouts to be the camp of a division 
of cavalry. He found, however, that the camp had been moved, and 
he only found a picket, which he captured. As I could’ not remain at 
Fisher’s Hill, for want of forage, 1 then determined to try and get 
around one of the enemy’s flanks and surprise him in camp. After 
ascertaining the location of the enemy’s camps from observations from 
a signal station on Massanutten Mountain, I determined to move around 
the left flank of the enemy. I selected this flank from information fur- 
nished by General Gordon and Captain Hotchkiss, who had gone to 
the signal station, and because the greater part of the enemy’s cavalry 
was on his right, and Rosser’s attempt had caused that flank to be 
closely picketed. To get around the enemy’s left was a very difficult 
undertaking, however, as the river had to be crossed twice, and between 
the mountain and river, where the troops had to pass, to the lower ford 
there was only a rugged pathway. I thought, however, the chances 
of success would be greater from the fact that the enemy wonld not 
expect a move in that direction on account of the difficulties at- 
tending -it and the great strength of their position on that flank. 
The movement was accordingly begun on the night of the 18th just 
after dark, Gordon’s, Ramseur’s, and Pegram’s divisions being sent 
across the river and around the foot of the mountain, all under the com- 
mand of General Gordon, and late at night I moved with Kershaw’s 
division through Strasburg toward a ford on Cedar Creek just above 
its mouth, and Wharton was moved on the pike toward the enemy’s 
front, in which road the artillery was also moved. The arrangement 
was for Gordon tocome around in the rear, for Kershaw to attack the 
left flank, and for Gordon [Wharton?] to advance in front, supporting 
the artillery, which was to open on the enemy when he should turn 
on Gordon or Kershaw, and the attack was to begin at 5 a. m. on the 
19th. Rosser was sent to the left to occupy the enemy’s cavalry, and 
Lomax, who had been sent down the Luray Valley, was ordered to pass 
Front Royal, cross the river, and move across toward the Valley pike. 
Punctually at 5 Kershaw reached the enemy’s left work and attacked 
and earried it without the least difficulty, and very shortly afterward 
Gordon attacked in the rear, and they swept everything before them, 
routing the Eighth and Nineteenth Corps completely, getting posses- 
sion of their camp and capturing 18 pieces of artillery and about 1,300 
prisoners. They moved across the pike toward the camp of the Sixth 
Corps, and Wharton was crossed over, the artillery following him, but 
the Sixth Corps, which was on the enemy’s extreme right of his infantry, 


36 R R—VOL XLII, PT I 


562 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA, MD., AND PA. —[Caar. LY. 


was not surprised in camp, because Rosser had commenced the attack on 
that flank about the same time as the attack on the other, and the firing 
on the left gave that corps sufficient time to form and move out of camp, 
and it was found posted on a ridge on the west of the pike and parallel 
to it, and this corps offered considerable resistance. The artillery was 
brought up and opened on it, when it fell back to the north of Middle- 
town and made a stand on a commanding ridge running across the pike. 
{In the meantime the evemy’s cavalry was threatening our right flank 
and rear, and the country being perfectly open, and having on that flank 
only Lomax’s old brigade, numbering about 300 men, it became neces- 
sary to make dispositions to prevent a cavalry charge, and a portion ot 
the troops were moved to the right for that purpose, and word was sent 
to Gordon, who had got on the left with his division, and Kershaw, who 
was there also, to swing round and advance with their divisions, but 
they stated in reply that a heavy force of cavalry had got in their front, 
and that their ranks were so depleted by the number of men who had 
stopped in the camps to plunder that they could not advance them. 
Rosser also sent word that when he attacked the cavalry he encountered 
a part of the Sixth Corps supporting it; that a very heavy force ot 
cavalry had massed in his front, and that it was too strong for him, and 
that he would have to fall back. I sent word to him to get some posi- 
tion that he could hold, and the cavalry in front of Kershaw and Gor- 
don having moved toward Rosser, they were moved forward and a line 
was formed north of Middletown facing the enemy. The cavalry on 
the right made several efforts to charge that flank, but was driven back. 
So many of our men had stopped in the camp to plunder (in which I 
am sorry to say that officers participated), the country was so open, 
and the enemy’s cavalry so strong, that I did not deem it prudent to 
press farther, especially as Lomax had not come up. I determined, 
therefore, to content myself with trying to hold the advantages I 
had gained until all my troops had come up and the captured property 
was secured. If I had had but one division of fresh troops I could 
have made the victory complete and beyond all danger of a reverse. 
We continued to hold our position until late in the afternoon, when 
the enemy commenced advancing, and was driven back on the right 
center by Ramseur, but Gordon’s division, on the left, subsequently 
gave way, and Kershaw’s and Ramseur’s did so also, when they found 
Gordon’s giving way, not because there was any pressure on them, but 
from an insane idea of being flanked. Some of them, however, were 
rallied, and with the help of the artillery the army was checked for 
some time, but a great number of the men could not be stopped, but 
continued to go to the rear. The enemy again made a demonstration, 
and General Ramseur, who was acting with great gallantry, was 
wounded, and the left again gave way, and then the whole command, 
falling back in such a panic that I had to order Pegram’s and Whar- 
ton’s commands, which were very small and on the right, to fall back, 
and most of them took the panic also. I found it impossible to rally 
the troops. They would not listen to entreaties, threats, or appeals of 
any kind. A terror of the enemy’s cavalry had seized them, and there 
was no holding them. They left the field in the greatest confusion. 
All the captured artillery had been carried across Cedar Creek, and a 
large number of captured wagons and ambulances, and we succeeded 
in crossing our own artillery over, and everything would have been 
saved if we could have rallied 500 men, but the panic was so great that 
nothing could be done. A small body of the enemy’s cavalry dashed 
across Cedar Creek above the bridge, and got into the train and artil- 
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lery running back on the pike, and passed through our men to this side 
of Strasburg, tore up a bridge, and thus succeeded in capturing the 
greater part of the artillery and a number of ordnance and medical 
wagons and ambulances. The meu scattered on the sides, and the rout 
was as thorough and disgraceful as ever happened to our army. 

After the utter failure of all my attempts to rally the men I went to 
Fisher’s Hill with the hope of rallying the troops there and forming 
them in the trenches, but when they reached that position the only 
organized body of men left was the prisoners, 1,300 in number, and the 
provost-guard in charge of them, aud I believe that the appearance of 
these prisoners moving back in a body alone arrested the progress of 
the enemy’s cavalry, as it was too dark for them to discover what they 
were. Many of the men stopped at Fisher’s Hill and went to their old 
camps, but no organization of them could be effected, and nothing saved 
us but the inability of the enemy to follow with his infantry and his 
expectation that we would make a stand there. The state of things 
was distressing and mortifying beyond measure. We had within our 
grasp a glorious victory, and lost it by the uncontrollable propensity of 
our men for plunder, in the first place, and the subsequent panic among 
those who had kept their places, which was without sufficient cause, for 
I believe that the enemy had only made the movement against us as a 
demonstration, hoping to protect his stores, &c., at Winchester, and 
that the rout of our troops was asurprise to him. I had endeavored to 
guard against the dangers of stopping to plunder in the camps by 
cautioning the division commanders and ordering them to caution their 
subordinates and take the most rigid measures to prevent it, and I 
endeavored to arrest the evil while in progress without avail. The 
truth is, we have very few field or company officers worth anything, 
almost all our good officers of that kind having been killed, wounded, 
or captured, and it is impossible to preserve discipline without good 
field and company officers. 

I send you a map* of the battle-field with the surrounding country. 
You will see marked out on it the different routes of the several col- 
umns. The plan was a bold one and was vigorously pursued by the 
division commanders, and it was successful, but the victory already 
gained was lost by the subsequent bad conduct of the troops. The 
artillery throughout, from first to last, in this as well as in all the 
actions I have had, behaved nobly, both officers and men, and not a 
piece of artillery has been lost by any fault of theirs. I attribute this 
good conduct on their part to the vast superiority of the officers. 
Colonel Carter and all his battalion commanders richly deserve promo- 
tion. They not only fought their guns gallantly and efficiently, but 
they made the most strenuous eftorts to rally the infantry. , 

Tt is mortifying to me, general, to have to make these explanations 
of my reverses. They are due to no want of effort on my part, though 
it may be that [have not the capacity or judgment to prevent them. 
I have labored faithfully to gain success, and I have not failed to expose 
my person and to set an example tomy men. I know that I shall have 
to endure censure from those who do not understand my position and 
difficulties, but I am still willing to make renewed efforts. If you 
think, however, that the interests of the service would be promoted by 
a change of commanders, I beg you will have no hesitation in making 
the change. The interests of the service are far beyond any mere per- 
sonal considerations, and if they require it I am willing to surrender 
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my command into other hands. Though this affair has resulted so 
disastrously to my command, yet I think it is not entirely without com- 
pensating benefits. The Sixth Corps had already begun to move off 
to Grant and my movement brought it back, and Sheridan’s forces are 
now so shattered that he will not be able to send Grant any efficient 
aid for some time. I think he will be afraid to trust the Eighth and 
Nineteenth Corps. 

The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded was very heavy, and we 
took 1,300 prisoners, making, with some taken by Rosser, and others 
taken on the day of reconnaissance, over 1,500. My loss in killed and 
wounded was not more than 700 or 800, and I think very few prisoners 
were lost. A number of my men are still out, but they are coming in. 
Except for the loss of my artillery the enemy has far the worst of it. 
We secured some of the captured artillery, and our net loss is twenty- 
three pieces. I still have twenty pieces besides the horse artillery. 
The enemy is not pursuing, and I will remain here and organize ny 
troops. 

Respectfully, 
J. A. EARLY. 


General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia. 


ADDENDA. 


Organization of the Confederate forces commanded by Lieut. Gen. Jubal 
A. Early, C. 8. Army, at the battle of Cedar Creek, Va., October 19, 
1564. 


RAMSEUR’S DIVISION. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN D. RAMSEUR.* 


Battle's Brigade. | Cook’s Brigade. 


| 
Brig. Gen. CULLEN A. BATTLE.t | Brig. Gen. PHitip Cook. 
Lieut. Col, E. La Fayette Howson. | 
"4th Georgia, Lieut. Col. William H. Wil- 
lis. 
| 12th Georgia, Capt. James Everett. 
Gr peulatnd 21st Georgia, Capt. Henry T. Battle. 
J, Adc b. aly . je 7 
12s, Alakarhalapiok Danna 44th Georgia, Lieut. Col, James W. Beck. 


61st Alabama, Maj. William E. Pinckard. 


3d Alabama, ; 
5th Alabama, Lieut. Col. E. La Fayette | 
Hobson. 


Grimes’ Brigade. Cox’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. BRYAN GRIMES, Brig. Gen. Wi1LLIAM R. Cox. 
32d North Carolina, (Col. David ; 1st North Carolina, Capt. Willian H. 
53d North Carolina, > G. Cow- | Thomson. 
2d NorthCarolinaBattalion$ and. | 2d North Carolina, ; 
43d North Carolina, ) Col, John R. Win- | 38d North Carolina, Capt. William H. 
45th North Carolina, ston, Thomson. 


| 4th North Carolina, ‘ 

| 14th North Carolina, Capt. Joseph Jones. 

| 30th Aor Carolina, Capt. John C. Me- 
illan, 


* Killed, t Wounded, 
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PRGRAM’S (EARLY’S) DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Jomn PEGRAM. 


Pegram’s Brigade. 
Col. JOHN S. HorrmMan. 


13th Virginia, Capt. Felix Heiskell. 


31st Virginia, Lieut. Col. J. S. Kerr Mc- 


Cutchen. 
49th Virginia, Capt. John G. Lobban. 
52d Virginia, Capt. John M. Humphreys. 
58th Virginia, Capt. Leroy C. James. 


Johnston's Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. RoBERT D. JOHNSTON. 


5thNorth Carolina, 


12th North Carolina, : 


20th North Carolina, Col. Thomas F.Toon. 
23d North Carolina, 


1st North Carolina Battalion Sharp- 
shooters, Capt. R. E, Wilson. 


rodwin’s Brigade. 


6th North Carolina, 
2ist North Carolina, 
54th North Carolina, 
57th North Carolina, 


| 


GORDON’S DIVISION. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN B. GORDON. 


Evans’ Brigade. Hays’ Brigade. 
, 5th Louisiana, ) 

| 6th Louisiana, * 
| Tth Louisiana, { 
| 8th Louisiana, 
9th Louisiana, 


Brig. Gen. CLEMENT A. EVANS. 


13th 
26th 
31st 
38th 
60th 
61st 


Georgia, ———_ —__—_. 
Georgia, ——— ——— 
Georgia, ——— ——. 
Georgia, ——— ———. 
Georgia, ——— ——— 
Georgia, 


Stafford’s Brigade. 


12th 


Georgia Battalion, 


Terry’s Brigade.~ 


/ Ist Louisiana, 
| 14th Louisiana, 
| 2d Louisiana, 
| 10th Louisiana, 
15th Louisiana, 


{ —____. 


} 


Brig. Gen, WILLIAM TERRY. 


2d 

4th 

5th 
27th 
33d 
21st 
25th 
42d 
44th 
48th 
50th 
10th 
23d 
37th 


Virginia, 
Virginia, ' 
Virginia, } Col. John H.S. Funk. 
Virginia, 
Virginia, 
Virginia, 
Virginia, 
Virginia, 
Virginia, 
Virginia, 
Virginia, 
Virgini®; | Lient. Col. Samuel H. | 
L . > ral 

acre Saunders. 

Virginia, 


Col. Robert H. Duvgan. 


*Composed of the fragmentary remains of fourteen of the regiments of Edward 
Johunson’s division, most of which was captured by the enemy May 12, 1864. 
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KERSIIAW’S DIVISION. 
Maj. Gen. Josrpu B. KersHAWw. 


Conner’s Brigade. 


Maj. JAMES M. GoGGIN. 


2a South Carolina, Maj. Benjamin R. 


Clyburn. * 


38d South Carolina, Maj. Rutherford P. 


Todd.* 
jth South Carolina, 
8th South Carolina, 
15th South Carolina, 
20th South Carolina, Col. Stephen M. 
Boykin. 


3d South Carolina Battalion, Capt. B. 


M. Whitener.t 
Humphreys’ Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. BENJAMIN G. HUMPHREYS. 


13th Mississippi, ee 
17th Mississippi, 
18th Mississippi, 
21st Mississippi, 


| 


} Wofford’s Brigade 
16th Georgia, 
18th Georgia, 
24th Georgia, ——— 
3d Georgia Battalion, 
Cobb’s (Georgia) Legion. 
Phillips (Georgia) Legion, 


Bryan’s Brigade. 


Col. JAMES P. SIMMS. 


10th Georgia, Col. Willis C. Holt.* 
50th Georgia, Col. Peter McGlashan. * 
51st Georgia, Col. Edward Ball.* 
53d Georgia, : 


WHARTON’S DIVISION. 


Brig. 
Wharton's Brigade. 


45th Virginia, 
50th Virginia, 
51st Virginia, 
30th Virg ginia Battalion Sh arpshooters. 


Gen. GABRIEL C. WHARTON, 


Echols’ Brigade. 


22a Virginia, 
23d Vire ginia Battalion, 
26th Virginia Battalion, 


Smith’s Brigade. 


Col. THOMAS SMITH. 


36th Virginia, 


60th Virginia, Capt. Albert G. P. George. 
45th Vire einia Battalion, Capt. W illiam B. Hensley. 
Thomas Legion, Lieut. Col. James R. Love, jr. 


CAVALRY. 
LOMAX’S DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. Lunsrorp L. LoMax. 


Imboden’s Brigade. 


18th Virginia, 
23d Virginia, 
62a Virginia, 


Bradley T. Johnson's Brigade. 


8th Virginia, 
21st Virginia, 
22d Virg ginia, 
34th Virginia Battalion, ———.- -—__—- 
36th Virginia B attalion, — ——_., 


McCaustand’s Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN MCCAUSLAND. 


14th Virginia, 
16th Virginia, 
lth Virginia, 
25th Virginia, 
37th Virginia Battalion, 


i if 


alll 


Jackson’s Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. Henry B. Davipson. 


2d Maryland, 
19th Virginia, 
20th Vi irginia, 
46th Virginia Battalion, 
47th Virginia Battalion, 


* Wounded. 


t Killed, 
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ROSSER’S (FITZ LEE’S) DIVISION. 
Maj. Gen. THomas L. Rosser. 
Wickham’s Brigade. Rosser’s Brigade. 


1st Virginia, 
2d Virginia, 
3d Virginia, 
4th Virginia, 


7th Virginia, 
11th Virginia, 
12th Virginia, 
35th Virginia Battalion, 


Payne's Brigade. 


5th Virginia, 
6th Virginia, 
15th Virginia, 


ARTILLERY. 
Col. THomas H. Carrer. 


Braxton’s Battalion. | Carter’s Battalion. 
Virginia battery (Carpenter’s). | Alabama battery (Reese’s). 
Virginia battery (Hardwicke’s). Virginia battery (W. P. Carter’s). 
Virginia battery (Cooper’s). Virginia battery (Pendleton’s). 


Virginia battery (Fry’s). 
Nelson’s Battalion. 
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Cutshaw’s Battalion. 
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Virginia battery (Massie’s). 
King’s Battalion. Horse Artillery. 
Lieut. Col. J. FLoyp KING. Maryland battery (Griffin’s). 
Virginia battery (Bryan’s). Virginia battery (Jackson’s). 
Virginia battery (Chapman’s). Virginia battery (Lurty’s). 
Virginia battery (Lowry’s). Virginia battery (McClanahan’s). 


Virginia battery (Johnston’s). 
Virginia battery (Shoemaker’s). 
Virginia battery (Thomson’s). 


No. 174. 


Journal of Capt. Jed. Hotchkiss, Topographical Engineer, Second Corps, 
Army of Northern Virginia (Valley District), of operations August 4- 
December 31.* 


Thursday, August 4.—We started at sunrise and went to Shepherds- 
town via Leetown. Breckinridge went the same way. Rodes and 
Ramseur went by Martinsburg to near Hainesville. Headquarters at 
Mrs. Bedinger’s. Pleasant. 

Friday, August 5.—We crossed the river to Sharpsburg and had en- 
gagement with Cole’s cavalry and drove them away, and then encamped 
near there. General Early and myself rode over part of the battle- 
field of Sharpsburg, and I sketched, by his order, the position of his 
brigade there. General Ransom accompanied us. Rodes and Ram- 
seur encamped at Claggett’s Mill. A warm day. 

Saturday, August 6—We marched to Tilghmanton’and the cross- 
roads beyond toward Hagerstown, and then went to Williamsport and 


* For Hotchkiss’ report covering operations from the Rapidan to the James May 3 
to June 13; the Lynchburg Campaign June 14 to 22; in the Shenandoah Valley and 
Maryland June 23 to August 3, and the Shenandoah Valley Campaign August 4 to 
November 14, 1864, see Appendix, p. 1015, Omissions of strictly private matter in 
the Journal are indicated by asterisks. 
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encamped on the Virginia side. We found Rodes and Ramseur near 
Saint James’ College. The general went to Saint James’ College and 
paroled Doctor Kerfoot and Professor Coit for the return of Doctor 
Boyd, of Winchester, to his home in three weeks. He talked to Doctor 
Kerfoot for some time. It began to rain very early in the morning 
and rained most of the forenoon, then cleared off finely. We dined at 
Williamsport. Breckinridge encamped opposite Williamsport. Rodes 
and Ramseur went to near Hammond’s Mill. The Yankees have a force 
at Harper’s Ferry. 

Sunday, August 7—We started at an early hour and went to Mar- 
tinsburg and spent most of the day at Ed. Pendleton’s, and in the 
p. m. went on to Bunker Hill. Breckinridge came to Darkesville and 
Rodes and Ramseur to Bunker Hill. General Pegram reported for 
duty. Quite warm. 

Monday, August 8.—Worked at map of the battle of Monocacy all 
day. Quite warm. Enemy reported coming up from Harper’s Ferry. 

Tuesday, August 9.—Spent day in camp at Bunker Hill making map 
of battle of Monocacy. Robinson reducing Adams County and Olt- 
manns copying map of District of Columbia. Lieutenant Koerner came 
to see me in p. m. about details, &c. Warm. 

Wednesday -August 10.—We moved at an early hour to Stephenson’s 
Depot, Breckinridge in advance, and then by Jordan Springs to the 
Red Bud and Abraham’s Creek, where Breckinridge encamped. Rodes 
marched to the right of the road at Stephenson’s and encamped. Ram- 
seur marched yesterday to Winchester to meet a reported advance of 
Averell from Romney. We got the details of the rout of our cavalry 
at Moorefield. It was a disgraceful affair. We lostsome 400 men and 
4 pieces of artillery. We had headquarters near Burgess’, a mile from 
Winchester on the Berryville road. Dined at Wall’s. Warm day. 
Enemy made demonstrations on the Millwood, Berryville, and Martins- 
burg roads in the p. m., and were easily repulsed 

Thursday, August 11.—Appearances indicating a general attack by a 
large force, we this morning formed a line of battle covering the 
approaches east and southeast of Winchester; Breckinridge covering 
the Berryville and Millwood roads, Ramseurthe Front Royal road, and 
Rodes the Martinsburg road. Everything was moved from Winchester 
and we had a skirmish on the Millwood road. About noon I guided 
Gordon across the country, by a route I had selected in the a. m., to the 
pike near Kernstown and took him to a position south of Newtown. 
The rest of the army followed, and we had a brisk skirmish, about dark, 
on the road to the Double Toll-Gate from Newtown. We drove the 
enemy back and encamped near Newtown. Headquarters at Chris- 
man’s. Very warm. Bryan’s and Lowry’s batteries, on the Millwood 
road, were engaged some. 

Friday, August 12.—We marched at an early hour and went across 
Cedar Creek and formed a line of battle. The Yankees came on and 
formed on the north side of the creek, and we had some skirmishing but 
no general engagement. In the evening we fell back to Fisher’s Hill 
and took up our headquarters at Funkhouser’s. I spent the day recon- 
noitering and carrying orders, and at night took Colonel Jackson and 
his cavalry to the Middle road and posted them for pickets. Got to 
camp at midnight. Very warm. 

Saturday, August 13.—We selected a line of battle on Fisher’s: Hill, 
Wharton on the right of the pike, Gordon to the top of the hill beyond 
the railroad, Ramseur from Gordon to the top of the hill beyond the 
Middle road, and Rodes half a mile beyond the Middle road with 
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strong pickets across the Valley to the Back road; cavalry in front, 
McCausland at the foot of Three Top Mountain, Jackson on the Middle 
road and Johnson on the Baek road. We spent the day on the lines. 
The troops fortified them. Very warm. 

Sunday, August 14.—We spent the day on the lines, staying under a 
tree by the roadside. Had a little skirmishing with the enemy. Most 
of them remained on the north side of Cedar Creek. Our signal men 
were driven off the point of Three Top Mountain, but Captain Keller 
Shows sharpshooters drove the Yankees off and killed 2 and cap- 

ured 3. 

Monday, August 15.—Spent the day on the lines and at Breckinridge’s 
headquarters. In the p. m. we drove the enemy back to Cedar Creek 
Hill and found them in the same position. A very warmday. Itrained 
late in the p. m. and at night. Major Jones spent the night with me. 
General Lomax came to-day. 

Tuesday, August 16.—Sketched the country between the river and 
Massanutten Mountain and along the foot of Fisher’s Hill. Quite 
warm. Fitz Lee came to see General Early, his cavalry being at Front 
Royal. Anderson had a fight with the Yankee cavalry at Guard Hill, 
in which he got the worst of it. 

Wednesday, August 17,—We found the enemy gone this morning and 
the smoke rising from all parts of the Lower Valley from the burning 
of barns and hay and wheat stacks by the retreating Yankees. We 
followed, Gordon in advance; then Wharton, Ramseur, and Rodes. 
McCausland went down the Valley pike, Jackson on the Middle, and 
Johnson on the Back roads. We did not get up with the enemy until 
we reached Kernstown; there drove in the skirmishers, and found the 
cavalry posted on Bowers’ Hill. I took Forsberg’s small brigade to 
the Middle road and threw them out to the left and drove the enemy 
from the hills in front and to the left of Bell’s, Johnson’s cavalry being 
there on our left; then reported, and Wharton’s division was sent there. 
[ put it in line to advance against Bowers’ Hill. Then saw it go in and 
take the hill. Ramseur’s sharpshooters advanced at the sametime. I 
watched the left of the line and the advance of Johnson’s cavalry, 
then reported to General Early after dark. Gordon crossed from Kerns- 
town to the Front Royal road and came into Winchester from that way. 
We lost some killed and wounded, and inflicted some loss on the enemy 
and droye them through the town. We got the town just after dark. 
We encamped at Pritchard’s, near Kernstown. We took 200 prisoners. 
The day was pleasant and cloudy; part of it very hot. Anderson 
marched up to the Opequon. 

Thursday, August 18,—We moved our camp to the yard of Mrs. Wood, 
near the Town Spring, at Winchester. Rodes moved out a mile or 
so on the Berryville road, Ramseur on the Martinsburg road, and Gor- 
don and Wharton remained on Abraham’s Creek, near Hollingsworth’s 
Mill. General Anderson came up with Kershaw’s division and Fitz 
Lee’s cavalry and encamped nearthe Opequon, on the Front Royal and 
Millwood roads. It rained most of last night and half of to-day quite 
steadily. Oltmanns finished a map of the Valley, which I sent to Gen- 
eral Lomax, and corrected some maps. 

Friday, August 19.—We moved at an early hour to Bunker Hill, 
Ramseur in advance, followed by Rodes and Breckinridge. All en- 
camped in the vicinity of Bunker Hill. Anderson and Fitz Lee 
remained at Winchester. Lomax and his cavalry went to vicinity of 
Martinsburg and held the line of the Opequon all along. A fine day. 
Slight showers. Coolevening. Lomax went to Martinsburg and Shep- 
herdstown. 
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Saturday, August 20.—We spent the day in camp. I corrected som - 
maps. Oltmanns copied part of battle of Monocacy and Robins vn 
copied a Valley map. Itrained and misted most of the day. We had 
some skirmishing with the enemy along the Opequon. Camps as 
yesterday. 

Sunday, August 21.—We moved toward Charlestown at an early hou. 
Drove the enemy from the Opequon. Met their infantry skirmishers 
at Aldridge’s about 9.30 a.m. Rodes was in front and threw out his 
skirmishers and drove the enemy to the vicinity of Charlestown. 
Ramseur was put on his right and advanced to near the Summit Point 
road. Anderson came by the old Winchester and Charlestown road and 
Fitz Lee by the Berryville road. They had some fighting near Summit 
Point. We advanced by Smithfield. It threatened rain some, but 
cleared off by noon. Lomax, with Vaughn, Johnson, and Jackson, 
advanced by Leetown and then toward Charlestown. McCausland 
came on in our front and went toward Summit Point with part of his 
force from Smithfield. Gordon was put on the right and Wharton on 
the left of the pike in reserve. We skirmished with the enemy during 
the p.m. and used some artillery. They made some advances, but 
were repulsed. We encamped some two anda half miles from Charles- 
town. A fine day. I reconnoitered positions, &c. 

Monday, August 22.—We advanced atan early hour and found the 
enemy gone, leaving only cavalry behind. We soon drove them off, 
and three miles beyond Charlestown. Anderson and Fitz Lee came to 
vicinity of Charlestown, and our cavalry was thrown out toward 
Shepherdstown and toward the Shenandoah. It rained very hard for 
several hours in the p.m. I dined at Mr. Strider’s. Robinson copied 
map for General Kershaw in p.m. and night. Headquarters near 
Davenport’s. 

Tuesday, August 23——The army remained in front of Charlestown. 
Made some few movements to thwart moves of the enemy, moving more 
to the left. I sketched the portion of country that we fought over on 
Sunday. There was a dense fog in the morning, but it cleared off and 
became quite warm. Headquarters at Davenport’s. 

Wednesday, August 24.—Still at same place. Enemy drove in our 
pickets toward Harper’s Ferry and created some stir, which was soon 
quelled. Quiet the rest of the day. I rode over. to Rock’s Ford, on 
the Shenandoah, to view the country. Dined with Major Adams at 
Osborne’s. Very warm day. 

Thursday, August 25.—We started at an early hour for Shepherds- 
town, via Leetown, Wharton in front, followed by Gordon, Rodes, and 
Ramseur. Fitz Lee went by Smithtield to Leetown and Lomax col- 
lected his at the same place, and all went on to Martinsburg and Will- 
iamsport. We met the enemy’s cavalry advance about one mile and a 
half trom Leetown and had quite a heavy skirmish with them. Whar- 
ton’s division was thrown out and engaged, most of it on the left of the 
road. Gordon was moved to the right and Rodes to the left. We soon 
drove the enemy off, with considerable loss on both sides. They made 
another stand near Shepherdstown on the Charlestown road, which 
Gordon repulsed with Terry’s brigade on the left, then York and Evans 
on the right. Quite a lively skirmish ensued, in which Gordon was 
wounded in the head, but he gallantly dashed on, the blood streaming 
over him. We finally drove the Yankee cavalry in every direction, 
and encamped at night near Shepherdstown.. Headquarters at Botel- 
er’s house. A stampede of ambulances when the firmg began came. 
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near causing a stampede of Wharton’s division. We lost a good many. 
The Yanks had started on a raid and had three days’ rations with them. 
Very warm. The cavalry is opposite Williamsport to-night. 

Friday, August 26—We spent about half the day at Shepherdstown, 
then marched back to Leetown, Ramseur in advance, followed by 
Rodes, Gordon and Wharton. Our cavalry came to the vicinity of 
Shepherdstown, having found the enemy in force to oppose their pass- 
age at Williamsport. They had an artillery duel in the morning. 
Anderson had a fight near Charlestown in the p.m. Headquarters in 
the orchard at the old General Lee house. Colonel Boteler spends the 
night with me. Robinson and Oltmanns worked awhile at maps. 
Fine day. Windy and some rain at night. 

Saturday, August 27.—We continued our march back to our old camp 
at Bunker Hill. Rodes went by Dandridge’s and the Sulphur Springs, 
the rest by Smithfield. Ramseur followed by Gordon and Wharton. 
Anderson came from Charlestowi by Smithfield, and went on to Ste- 
phenson’s. Pleasant, but quite cool in the p.m. We also found the 
cavalry falling back, but General Harly ordered McCausland back to 
Charlestown, and he went beyond toward Harper’s Ferry. Fitz Lee 
and Lomax remained near Shepherdstown. 

Sunday, August 28.—We spent the day in camp at Bunker Hill, and 
had preaching in some of the divisions. The enemy’s cavalry advanced 
on ours, and we had some fighting near Smithfield, especially Harry 
Gilmor, but our cay..lry retired, Lomax toward Bunker Hill, and Fitz 
Lee toward Brucetown. The enemy occupied Smithfield, burning 
three houses there. Some infantry marched toward the Opequon, but 
was not engaged. ‘The day was quite cool. Robinson made a map for 
treneral Wickham. 

Monday, August 29.—The enemy’s cavalry advanced this morning 
and drove ours across the Opequon. Ramseur was marched out by the 
turnpike and advanced to drive them back. Gordon moved by a road 
to the right to ‘turn the enemy’s left flank. The artillery was also 
advanced. After some brisk cannonading across the creek, and skir- 
mishing, we drove the enemy through Smithfield and two miles and a 
half beyond, then returned to our old camps again. Rodes held the 
road toward Martinsburg. We lost 10 killed and 75 wounded. Late 
in the p. m. our cavalry was again driven across the Opequon by the 
enemy. I went to General Anderson in the morning to apprise him of 
the situation, then came back and witnessed most of the advance. 
Pleasant day. Cool in morning and evening. Robinson and Oltmanns 
worked at maps. I sent Green’s baggage to Winchester. 

Tuesday, August 30.—Spent the day in camp, not feeling very well, 
but worked some at maps. Robinson and Oltmanns copying maps of 
the Valley. Fine day; cool night; all quiet. 

Wednesday, August 31.—1 sketched the road to the Opequon and 
back. The Yankee cavalry made some advances toward Winchester, 
Came to the Opequon. Auderson moved back to near Winchester. 
Our cavalry was moved to meet them, but they went back in the p. m. 
and the usual quiet prevailed. Fine day; cool at night. Rodes’ divis- 
ion went to Martinsburg and back. 

Thursday, September 1.—1 rode up to Winchester in the a. m. and 
brought back some dispatches for General Early. Oltmanns copied 
map of the Valley. Robinson finished reducing Adams County, Pa. 
A very fine day. 

Friday, September 2.—Dispatches came in the morning stating that 
the enemy was moving toward Berryville in force, So we moved across 
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the country toward Stone Chapel by Fry’s Ford, Gordon in advance, 
followed by Wharton and Ramseur. We got nearly to Stone Chapel 
when Vaughn’s brigade of our cavalry got stampeded at Bunker Hill 
and ran away, leaving the wagons and Johnson’s brigade to take care 
of themselves. A few hundred cavalry took fourteen wagons and some 
men and compelled us to turn back. Rodes had been left near Stephen- 
son’s. He turned back and drove the enemy nearly to Bunker Hill. 
We turned back through Brucetown, Ramseurin advance, and encamped 
between Brucetown and Stephenson’s. Our wagons went from Stephen- 
son’s nearly to Summit Point ahead of the army, but all got back safely 
to Stephenson’s about midnight. The enemy retired and Fitz Lee re- 
ported that the enemy had gone to City Point. Anderson and Fitz 
Lee moved toward Berryville. 

Saturday, September 3.—The enemy’s cavalry appeared at White 
Post this morning threatening to come to Newtown. Fitz Lee moved 
toward Newtown and. Anderson toward Berryville. He met the enemy 
near there in the p. m. and drove them from a line of works with small 
loss. The cannonading kept up until 9 p.m. Rodes started in the 
morning for Bunker Hill, to be followed by the rest of the corps; but 
he alone went on and had a skirmish with the enemy there after the 
cavalry fight, in which Harry Gilmor was wounded. Ramseur remained 
in camp guarding some roads. Atnight Gordon moved to Winchester, 
his men in high spirits. It rained in the night; began just about dark. 
T went to Winchester to attend tosome business. * * * 

Sunday, September 4.—We were roused up very early to go to Berry- 
ville, Ramseur in front, followed by Wharton and Rodes (Gordon re- 
mained at Winchester). We found Anderson in line of battle in front 
of Berryville and joined on to his left. He was skirmishing some with 
the enemy. Their cavalry soon passed back from Millwood. We 
marched to find the enemy’sright flank. Went as faras Sidney Allen’s. 
Found them well fortified, so skirmished with them until night and then 
withdrew to a line parallel with the Winchester and Berryville roads, 
and there spent the night. Headquarters at Russell’s. <A fine day. 
It rained some at night. 

Monday, September 5.—We remained in front of Berryville until 2 p. 
m., then withdrew and returned to Stephenson’s Depot by the way of 
the Burnt Factory, Jordan Springs, &c. Rodes was in front, followed 
by Wharton and Ramseur. Anderson moved back to Winchester in the 
morning. Our cavalry had askirmish with the enemy below Stephen- 
son’s and was falling back when Rodes’ advance came there, just before 
dark, and threw out a brigade to the right of the pike and advanced 
1apidly and drove Averell’s cavalry some three miles, inflicting some 
damage. It rained very hard late in the p.m. and also after dark. 
Headquarters at Mrs. Stephenson’s. 

Tuesday, September 6.—We spent the day in camp, and it rained and 
misted most of the time. I corrected maps and wrote some letters. 
Gave Colonel Smith a map of the northeast part of Virginia. 

Wednesday, September 7.—I rode over a back road to Winchester on 
the left of the pike and back by one on the right and sketched them. 
A fine, clear day. Enemy’s cavalry made a demonstration near Bruce- 
town; also near the Yellow House on the Martinsburg road, and also on 
the Millwood and Front Royal roads not far from Winchester, and were 
repulsed at all points. The general went to Winchester. 

Thursday, September 8.—I went to Newtown to-day to see Lieutenant 
Koerner. Met him and we went to Major Jones’ and spent the night. 
It rained most of the day; began at 10a.m. We changed camp and 
went back of Mrs. Stephenson’s. 
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Friday, September 9.—It cleared off and we had a fine day. Koerner 
and myself came back to camp, then went over to Breckinridge’s and 
fixed to have his engineer company go and aid in the survey of the 
country. The enemy came to the Opequon and burned some mills. 
Wharton went to meet them. 

Saturday, September 10.—We moved down to Bunker Hill, Rodes in 
front, followed by Ramseur. Some of Lomax’s brigade preceded us. 
We had a very hard rain in the morning, with thunder and lightning. 
We marched through. Our infantry marched just beyond Darkesville. 
Our cavalry drove the Yankees through Martinsburg after the infantry 
had started them from Darkesyville. There were only two brigades of 
cavalry this side of the Opequon. All the enemy went south of that 
stream. We came back to our old camp at Bunker Hill. Ramseur 
and Rodes came there. Lomax remained at Darkesville. The day 
became pleasant. 

Sunday, September 11.—It began to rain about 11 p. m. last night and 
rained very hard until 7 this morning, with thunder and vivid light- 
ning. The infantry moved back to Stephenson’s to-day. I went with 
Captain Wilbourn by the Back road to our old camp at Stephenson’s. 
The cayalry remained at Darkesville. There were several hard showers 
during the day, accompanied by thunder and lightning. We dined at 
Mr. Abbott’s. 

Monday, September 12.—Spent the day in camp preparing to go to 
Staunton. All quiet. A fineday; showery. Cool mornings and even- 
ings. Major Jones dined with us. 

Tuesday, September 13.—Lleft for home. Went to the engineer camp, 
seven mniles southwest of Strasburg, and spent the night. There was 
heavy cannonading near Brucetown when I left. A fine, cool day. 
The enemy advanced on the old Charlestown road. We broke up camp 
at Stephenson’s at2 p.m. The general spent the day at Carpenter’s 
battery on the left of the road near the Opequon. We skirmished 
across the creek. Carpenter had 2 guns disabled, 3 men killed, and 5 
wounded. Gordon on the left, Ramseur on the right. Enemy left. 
Headquarters at same place at night. 

Wednesday, September 14.1 rode as far as Mr. Cowan’s, near Tenth 
Legion. it rained very hard most of the day. Cold and chilly. Col- 
onel Boteler left for Winchester. Anderson took his division away to 
Culpeper Court-House via Front Royal. 

Thursday, September 15.—Went on home by way of Mossy Creek. 
Dined at Mr. Craun’s and called at Major McCue’s. A fine, cool day. 
The people are busy sowing grain. Grassis growing finely. Oltmanns 
made copy of map of Virginia. Lieutenant Boyd came to headquar- 
ters to report to Lieutenant Koerner. 0 

Friday, September 16.—Went to Staunton by the way of E. Geeding’s. 
Looked some for supplies. Got maps and sent some down to camp. 
A fine day. Cool in evening. Lieutenant Koerner sent Boyd and 
Chichester to the west of Winchester to survey. é 

Saturday, September 17,—Rode around among my neighbors to buy 
supplies for the year. Had some difficulty, but got along well. Fine, 
bracing day. ‘ They had dinnerin camp at 1 p. mand two days’ rations 
were ordered, and moved at 3 p.m. to Bunker Hill, Gordon in advance, 
preceded by Jackson and followed by Rodes. Camped at Bunker Hill. 

Sunday, September 18.—1 spent the day at home, as it portended rain 
and rained some in the a.m. Henry Sieg and others called to see me. 
Fine day. At3 a.m. Gordon marched for Martinsburg. Cavalry met 
eneny’s pickets at Big Spring and drove them through town of Mar- 
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tinsburg. Two brigades of Gordon went to the left of Martinsburg, 
and one (York’s) to the right. Destroyed Tuscarora bridge, took 21 
men and horses, 5 wagon loads of coal, and 5 coils of telegraph wire. 
Left at 4 p.m. and came back to Bunker Hill; headquarters at Ste- 
phenson’s. Rodes came to Stephenson’s. Grant said to be at Har- 
per’s Ferry. 

Monday, September 19.—I started back to camp by the way of Staun- 
ton. Passed through Harrisonburg, where there was a large crowd at 
court. Came to Big Spring and spent the night at Lincoln’s. Tine, 
warm day. Enemy came on by the Berryville road and Ramseur 
engaged them three miles from Winchester, at right angles to the road, 
from 3a.m. Lomax, Johnson, and Jackson on the right. Rodes came 
up at 10 a. m. and formed on Ramseur’s left, and Gordon came 
about noon and formed on Rodes’ left. Wharton came up and fought 
along the Martinsburg road to Gordon’s rear. He drove the enemy’s 
cavalry back several times. The infantry fighting became heavy about 
noon. General Rodes was killed between 1 and 2 p. m. Enemy 
advanced several times, Were repulsed with very great loss. The 
Yankee cavalry made a dash on our left at 1 p.m. and were driven 
back, but at 4 p.m. they turned our left and fell on our rear and 
made our men give way in great confusion, coming to the suburbs of 
Winchester. .Then Gordon’s line gave way and we were compelled to 
retreat about sundown. This was effected with little loss. The enemy’s 
cavalry came on to Kernstown, but were checked by Ramseur. We fell 
back to Newtown, Gordon in front and Ramseur in the rear. Camped 
about midnight. We took 400-prisoners and inflicted a loss of 8,000 or 
10,000 on the enemy. Our loss about 1,500. Fine day. Chilly night. 

Tuesday, September 20.—Started early forcamp. When I got to New 
Market heard that we had had a disastrous battle and General Rodes 
had been killed, and at Rude’s Hill I met his body. <A severe loss, his 
men along the road lamenting it deeply. Soon met trains of ambu- 
lances, and troops of wounded and stragglers filled the road all the 
way to Fisher’s Hill, where 1 found the army in its old position. Our 
losses were heavy yesterday. A fine, warm day. The army came to 
Fisher’s Hill at daylight. Ramseur was put in command of Rodes’ 
division and Pegram of Early’s division, which Ramseur has been com- 
manding this summer. We lost 3 pieces of artillery at Winchester. 
Rodes is much lamented by the army. Wharton is now on the right 
of the turnpike, then Gordon across to the Middle road, then Pegram 
and Ramseur, with Lomax on the left, on the Back road, except Mc., 
Causland’s brigade, which is across the river opposite Strasburg. 
Wickham, of Fitz Lee’s division of cavalry, fell back to Front Royal. 
Only one division of the enemy’s cavalry followed us. The enemy came 
to Strasburg. Headquarters at Fisler’s Hill. 

Wednesday, September 21.—We spent the day in line of battle and 
fixing our works. The enemy’s infantry in front and cavalry on the 
left made some demonstrations. Late in the p. m. they drove in our 
skirmish line on the Middle road, and got a hill there which they forti- 
fied. Wickham had to fall back to Milford. Breckinridge and staff 
left to-day. I watched the movements of the enemy. <A fine, warm 
day. We had some artillery fighting, 

Thursday, September 22.—The enemy advanced a line of battle in 
front at an early hour, and engaged our skirmishers, but did not push 
forward much, At 9.30 a. m. they engaged our skirmishers quite 
earnestly, and, at 1 p.m., advanced several lines of battle in front of 
Ramseur, but did not come far, and only drove in our skirmish line. 
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At 4.30 p.m. they drove in the skirmishers in front of Gordon and 
opened a lively artillery duel. At the same time a flanking force that 
had come on our left, near the North Mountain, advanced and drove 
away the cavalry and moved on the left flank of our infantry—rather 
beyond it. The brigade there (Battle’s) was ordered to move to the 
left, and the whole line was ordered to extend that way, moving along 
the line of the breast-works. But the enemy attacking just then (9.30 
p. m.) the second brigade from the left, instead of marching by the line 
of works, was marched across an angle by its commander. The enemy 
seeing this movement rushed over the works, and the brigade fled in con- 
fusion, thus letting the enemy into the rear of Harly’s division, as well 
as of Gordon’s and the rest of Rodes’; our whole line gave way toward 
the right, offering little or no resistance, and the enemy came on and 
occupied our line. General Early and staff were near by, and I with 
others went after Wharton, to [the right], but it was too late. Our whole 
line had retreated before he got on the turnpike. The enemy opened 
a furious cannonade on him. Our men came back in a perfect rout, 
and so rapidly that the enemy was crossing the railroad before the head 
of the column got into the pike, even. It was then getting dark. I 
hastened back to try and stop the mass of fugitives on the top of the 
hill near Mount Prospect. General Gordon, General Pegram, and Col- 
onel Pendleton with others came up. Colonel Pendleton and myself 
had gotten a few men to stop near a fence, there, and also two pieces of 
artillery, which were opened on theenemy. By the combined efforts of 
all a few men were induced to stop. The artillery was opened on the 
woods where the enemy was advancing and it checked them for the 
moment, but most of our men went on, officers and all, at breakneck 
speed. Wharton came along parallel to the pike and on the left, and 
kept some of his men together. He checked the enemy some, and a 
rear guard was formed from his division which made a stand at Tom’s 
Brook, and gave the enemy a volley which made them desist from pur- 
suit. Battle’s brigade moved to the left and came out intact. Colonel 
Pendleton was mortally wounded soon after we made a stand on the 
hill. Therout of wagons, caissons, limbers, artillery, and flying men was 
fearful as the stream swept down the pike toward Woodstock, as many 
thought the enemy’s cavalry was aiming to get there by the Middle 
road and cut us off. I became alarmed for the bridges, lest they should 
be broken and stop the retreat, so I hastened along as best I could and 
checked the speed of the train, which was fairly flying. I finally got 
to the head of the train at Hawkinstown and advised Major Harman 
to park beyond Mount Jackson. Then I went to the river, beyond 
Mount Jackson, and got Captain Hart, of the Engineer Company, to 
put out guards and stop the fugitives, a duty which he and Lieutenant 
Boyd nobly performed. I then laid down and slept two hours and fed 
my horse. I gotthere about 1 a.m. <A fine warm day. We lost some 
eighteen pieces of artillery and about 600 or 800 men. 

Friday, September 23.—The troops marched all night. The enemy 
only came to Tom’s Brook. We got to Mount Jackson at an early 
hour. All the wagons got there safely, except a few that were over- 
turned. They were this morning all sent across the river to Rude’s 
Hill. We spent the day in line of battle, Wharton on the left and 
Ramseur on the right, in front of Mount Jackson, just beyond the hos- 
pitals, and Gordon and Pegram between Mount Jackson and the river. 
The enemy’s cavalry came up and threw a few shells, but no advance 
was made. After dark we came across the river. We had our head- 
quarters just back of Kude’s Hill and all spent the night near there, 
Some rain; cool. 
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Saturday, September 24.—We formed a line of battle on Rude’s Hill 
in the morning, Wharton on the left and Ramseur on the right, in front, 
and Pegram on the right and Gordon on the left, in the rear, and 
remained there until noon. The enemy came on and threw a few shells 
and began to move up the opposite side of the river on our left flank. 
We then fell back to near New Market, then gradually, in line of bat- 
tle and by the flank, skirmishing and using artillery, to Tenth Legion 
Church, where we formed a line and kept the enemy at bay until 
after dark. The enemy drove our cavalry rapidly on the Back and 
Middle roads. Wickham brought his cavalry across the Massanutten 
to New Market and then went back and up the Luray Valley. The 
enemy followed him closely. I took orders to Major Harman about the 
wagons, and then aided in getting them off the pike and onto the Kee- 
zletown road. After dark the infantry retired to Flook’s, eight miles 
from Tenth Legion, on the Keezletown road, getting there about mid- 
night, Ramseur in front, followed by Gordon, Wharton, and Pegram. 
I remained and posted Jackson’s cavalry brigade. Our cavalry was 
driven in great confusion nearly to Harrisonburg. We rested at the 
wagons at Flook’s until the moon rose. <A fine day. Coolin p.m. and 
some rain. 

Sunday, September 25.—We started the wagons on toward Port 
Republic at 1 a.m. At daylight the army came on, Pegram in rear, by 
Peale’s Cross-Roads, Meyerhoeffer’s Store, &c. Wharton preceded 
Pegram. I came to Port Republic to guide the head of the train. It 
went on to Brown’s Gap. Harman and Allan were withme. Irodeon 
to Staunton to look after my map box. Got there by noon. Found 
much excitement. They were evacuating the place. I dined at Major 
Harman’s. Got back to camp by 10 p. m., having ridden forty miles 
to-day. A fine warm day. The enemy did not follow. Their cavalry 
came to Harrisonburg. We got our whole command into Brown’s Gap, 
except the cavalry. Left them north of the South River. Headquar- 
ters at Mount Vernon Furnace. 

Monday, September 26.—Kershaw’s division came up from Swift Run 
Gap. Joined us about noon. The Yankee artillery fired a few shots 
at it as it turned off at Lewis’ to come to Brown’s Gap, and a few eav- 
alry went down the river to attack his trains. Kershaw got some men 
and artillery in position and gave them a warm reception. The Yankee 
cavalry drove ours across the river and came up to ourlines. Pegram’s 
division was marched out on the Cave road, and skirmished some with 
them near the angle of the road, and repulsed several charges of their 
cavalry, using artillery. The enemy also advanced on the turnpike, 
and Ramseur drove them back from there. Wharton moved out in rear 
of Ramseur, and Gordon in rear of Pegram. I showed Kershaw the 
way up, and carried some orders. Oltmanns copied a map of the 
Valley. A fine, warm day. Enemy reported up South River, and 
Wickham moved to near Patterson’s, on South River. My horse was 
killed by a bullet in the Yankee charge. 

Tuesday, September 27,—Wickham crossed the river at Patterson’s, 
and Gordon followed him with artillery, &e. Ramseur followed Gor- 
don. We attacked the Yankee cavalry encamped near Weyer’s Cave 
and drove them away from between Middle and South Rivers, and also 
from the vicinity of Port Republic, giving them some help with our 
artillery as they went toward Harrisonburg. Pegram pushed forward 
and crossed at the cave, and then went toward Port Republic. Ker- 
shaw held the front of Brown’s Gap. Wharton followed Pegram. We 
surprised the Yankees, but an untimely opening of artillery advised 
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them of our approach. We brought our camp to opposite Weyer’s 
Cave. The army (except Kershaw, who remained at the Furnace) 
encamped between the rivers. I suggested the routes of the army and 
guided movements. Pleasant day. 

_Wednesday, September 28.—We started at an early hour to go to 
Waynesborough, but a report of an attack on Pegram’s pickets turned 
us back for atime. Then we had to wait for Kershaw’s train to pass 
by. Then a misunderstanding of orders caused delay at Mount Merid- 
jan. The train went up South River and crossed at Patterson’s Ford, 
Ramseur in front. Pegram, followed by Wharton, went by the Waynes- 
borough road from Mount Meridian. Five miles from Waynesborough 
Wharton took the River road and Pegram kept on to Dogtown. I 
guided Kershaw by Mount Meridian to New Hope. A mile beyond 
New Hope we took the Waynesborough road. We encountered the 
eremy’s cavalry pickets near the Hermitage, five miles from Waynes- 
borough, and drove them rapidly forward. Pegram drove them to 
Dogtown by dark, and attacked them there just after Wickham drove 
them through Waynesborough from toward Rockfish Gap, whither he 
had gone by the south bank of South River. Pegram had driven the 
Yanks three miles and a half. He gallantly attacked them after dark 
and drove them toward Fishersville and encamped where they had 
had their camp on the Staunton road. Gordon followed Kershaw. All 
encamped in the vicinity of Waynesborough ata late hour. Head- 
quarters at Gallagher’s. A fine day. Some rain in p. m. 

Thursday, September 29.—We moved our camp to the southwest of 
Waynesborough and spent the day cleaning up. Irode around the 
lines with the general in the a.m. The enemy went toward Mossy 
Creek at.a rapid rate. They méde the night light with burning barns, 
hay stacks, &c., during the day and night. I went to the tunnel in 
the morning to see if any damage had been done there; also examined 
the track of the railroad and got the pioneers and engineer troops at 
work on the bridge across South River, which the enemy had burned. 
Showery day. Rained hard at night. Quite warm. 

Friday, September 30.—We spent the day at Waynesborough. It 
rained and misted in the morning, but got quite pleasant in the p. m. 
The Yankees went to Bridgewater yesterday. Our cavalry went up to 
Staunton and put pickets out to Middle River. A great deal of burn- 
ing going on to-night toward Rockingham—umills, barns, We, ; 

Saturday, October 1.—We moved to near Mount Sidney. I guided 
Gordon, Kershaw, and Pegram by the road from Waynesborough to 
the Willow Pump and took them three miles beyond Mount Sidney on 
the Valley turnpike. Ramseur and Wharton went by the Mount 
Meridian road, then to New Hope, and thence to Mount Sidney. Three 
miles from Mount Sidney, near the river, they encamped. Our cavalry 
pickets were moved to Pleasant Grove Church and some cavalry went 
to Centerville. It misted and rained all day quite hard, and was cold 
and unpleasant. Hard marching. I stopped at Mr. Guy’s a few 
moments. Headquarters at the angle of the Valley pike and Keezle- 
town road. 

Sunday, October 2.—We spent the day in camp. The enemy pushed 
up on the pike and drove in our pickets. The “Stonewall” Brigade 
marched out and drove the enemy across the river at Mount Crawford. 
Had some skirmishing and some artillery firing. We got 2,000 bushels 
of wheat from Grattan’s mill. The cavalry had some fighting at Bridge- 
water. Sent Robinson to my house and let William go home, I went 
and heard. Mr. Bowman preach. A fine, warm day. 
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Monday, October 3.—Spent the day in camp. Army quiet, save some 
skirmishing with Yankee cavalry along North River. It misted and 
rained during the day and rained hard at night. General Rosser came 
yesterday, and to-day reconnoitered the front. The enemy holds the 
line of North River. Sent map of Southeastern Virginia to General 
R. E. Lee. 

Tuesday, October 4.—Spent the day in camp. Oltmanns went to 
Staunton. Robinson copied map of Valley. It cleared off and was a 
fine day. All quiet. Rosser’s cavalry encamped near Staunton; caine 
from Lynchburg and Richmond. The enemy burned barns, We., at 
night. 

raveauadaeiy) October 5.—Spent the day in camp drawing—Robinson 
reducing Pennsylvania maps, Oltmanns copying Valley map. Gordon 
moved camp to vicinity of Naked Creek. Rosser moved to Landes’ 
Mill, on road from Stone Church to Mossy Creek. Cars ran to Smith’s 
to-day, two miles and a half from Staunton. We have rebuilt the 
bridges over South River and Christian’s Creek. About two miles of 
track are to be relaid. Enemy still near Harrisonburg. The general 
rode along the lines to-day. Fineday. Lieutenant Boyd dined with us. 

Thursday, October 6.—The enemy left Harrisonburg last night. We 
followed early this morning [with] our cavalry. Theinfantry started at 
1lla.m. Gordon, infront, wenta mile beyond Harrisonburg. Kershaw, 
Pegram, Wharton, the artillery, and Ramseur followed. All encamped 
near Harrisonburg, all around it. Our headquarters about two miles 
southwest. Lomax went to Peale’s Cross-Roads, Rosser to near Tim- 
berville. The enemy did a vast amount of damage in Rockingham. A 
good many Dunkers left the county and went with the Yankees. They 
burned some of the houses they deserted. Rosser fell on Averell’s 
(Custer’s) cavalry at Brock’s Gap and routed it. A very fine day. I 
directed the repair of the telegraph line and put Chichester in charge 
of the party. Got it to Mount Crawford to-day. Cool in evening. It 
rained some. 

Friday, October 7—We moved on as far as New Market. Got there 
at anearly hour. The troops came on in good time, Pegram in advance. 
He encamped near the river on the Timberville road and Wharton 
near him. Kershaw and the artillery on the Luray road, Gordon and 
Ramseur on the Forestville road. Headquarters near town. Dined at 
Doctor Strayer’s. Our cavalry went to Stony Creek, driving the 
enemy’s with loss. Quite cool. 

Saturday, October 8.—We remained in camp. It hailed and snowed 
some and was quite windy and cold. Rosser on the Back road drove 
the enemy’s cavalry to near Round Hill, encamping at Tom’s Brook, 
and Lomax did the same on the pike. Worked some, but it was too 
cold to do much. 

Sunday, October 9.—Wespent the day in camp until about 4 p.m., when 
a Stampede of the cavalry came rushing back as far as New Market, and 
Ramseur and Kershaw were marched to Rude’s Hill to meet any further 
advance of the enemy, but they only came to Mount Jackson. The 
Yanks moved on Rosser on the Back road, at Fisher’s Hill, and drove 
him back, capturing 5 pieces of artillery and some wagons; then turned 
on Lomax, on the pike, and drove him to Mount Jackson, and took 3 
pieces of artillery. Rosser rallied and drove the enemy back and 
established his pickets at Stony Creek. Lomax fought stubbornly at 
Woodstock. Wecame back to camp late in the evening. It was very 
chilly all day. Mr. Landstreet preached in the a. m. 
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Monday, October 10.—We spent the day in camp. I started parties 
to fix the telegraph from Harrisonburg to New Market. Had Robin- 
son copy Yankee map of battle of Winchester and reducing Pennsyl- 
vania maps. Oltmanns copying map of Georgia. Very heavy frost. 
Pretty day. Cavalry on Stony Creek. Church at night. 

Tuesday, October 11.—Troops remained in camp. A lovely day. I 
looked after telegraph. Had two parties at work—Gordon’s and Ram- 
seur’s pioneers. Took Kershaw’s pioneers late in the day and went 
and built a bridge over river at Mount Jackson for infantry. Lomax’s 
division went to Page Valley late in the p.m. * * * 

Wednesday, October 12.—We marched at sunrise, Ramseur in front, 
followed by Gordon, Kershaw, and Pegram. Raimseur encamped south- 
west of Narrow Passage, and Gordon and Kershaw between there and 
Woodstock, and Wharton Headquarters two miles southwest 
of Woodstock. The cavalry on the Back road came from Timberville 
to Columbia Furnace. Lomax’s old brigade preceded us and went 
beyond Woodstock to Pugh’s Run. Cool. Some rain in p. m. and at 
night. 

Thursday, October 13—Moved on at 6 a. m., Gordon in advance. 
Got to Hupp’s Hillby 10 a. m.and moved Gordon’s division into the woods 
on the left of the pike, concealed from the enemy, and got the other 
divisions in line under the brow of the hill. Only showed a few cavalry 
and some artillery. The enemy was encamped north of Cedar Creek. 
We opened the artillery on one of their camps and made them run off 
and leave it. We opened first on a brigade on picket near Hite’s house 
and scattered them. The flight from the camp was a perfect stampede. 
Then a column of Yankees came down from Hite’s house to the bridge 
across the bottom. We played on them and scattered them some. 
They crossed the bridge and formed at right angles to the pike and 
advanced. Conner’s brigade, of Kershaw’s division, was advanced on 
the right of the pike to meet them. They moved forward in fine style 
and driving the enemy back, the artillery playing on the enemy at the 
same time. We also suffered some from the Yankee artillery. Gor- 
don’s and Wharton’s skirmishers also advanced on the left, and we 
drove the enemy in confusion across the creek, advancing to Stickley’s 
house, where we were exposed to the fire of their batteries. Wharton 
was formed on Gordon’s left. Ramseur came up in rear of Kershaw. 
Rosser advanced to Cedar Creek on the Back road. Lomax’s old bri- 
gade, Payne commanding, was our advance on the pike. Lomax’s 
division came down Luray Valley. The day was windy and quite cool. 
We moved back to Fisher’s Hill late in the p.m. Headquarters at 
Funkhouser’s. General Conner was badly wounded. We took 65 
prisoners, and killed and wounded a good many. Our loss, 22 killed 
and 160 wounded. 

Friday, October 14.--We spent the day on Fisher’s Hill. Enemy’s 
cavalry came this side of Strasburg, and we sent out Gordon’s and 
Wharton’s skirmishers and drove them back to Hupp’s Hill. No loss. 
Wharton was put on the right at Fisher’s Hill, then Kershaw, Gordon, 
Pegram, and Ramseur to the left, and Rosser on the Back road. Lomax 
came to near Front Royal yesterday and drove the enemy’s pickets to 
Guard Hill. The force of the enemy that had been destroying at Front 
Royal went toward Winchester. <A pleasant day. 

Saturday, October 15.—We spent the day at Fisher’s Hill. Some of 
our skirmishers went to Hupp’s Hill. Enemy on north bank of Cedar 
Creek fortifying. We rode along the lines some. Windy and cool. 

Sunday, October 16.—All quiet. - Yanks fortifying. We went on 
Round Hill in the morning and looked at them. Then Colonel Allan, 
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General Pegram, and myself rode down the Back road to Lebanon 
Church, then back by the Middle road. A few Yanks had been there 
and left. Pleasant. Made and sent Rosser a map of country. ) 

Monday, October 17,—The troops were marched out a mile or so in 
front of Tumbling Run in the a. m., as Rosser’s brigade of cavalry, 
with Grimes’ brigade of infantry behind it, went yesterday to surprise 
a Yankee camp near Petticoat Gap, and was to come back this a. mh. 
The Yankee camp had moved, but they captured a picket of 50 men. 
He went by Snarr’s Store and back of North Mountain. Ramseur held 
the left of the line on the Back road, Pegram advanced on the Mid- 
dle road, Kershaw to the right of the Middle road, Gordon on the 
ridge west of the pike, and Wharton held the right. General Pegram 
reconnoitered some in his front toward Cedar Creek in the p. m., and 
General Gordon, General Evans, and myself, by direction of General 
Early, went to the end of Three Top Mountain and examined the posi- 
tion of the enemy around Belle Grove with reference to an attack. I 
made a map of the position, and General Gordon and myself fixed 
upon a plan of attack to suggest to General Early, which we discussed 
fully as we came back. General Gordon was to propose it to General 
Harly. We had an arduous journey, and it was after dark when we 
got back. I supped with General Gordon. Reported the state of 
things to General Early when I got back. A fine day. 

Tuesday, October 18.—General Pegram came up to report to General 
Early, urging a movement by the line he had examined. I told him 
General Gordon had a plan to propose, and stated the substance 
of it to General Early and showed him the map, as I did not wish 
his judgment to be forestalled by General Pegram. Soon all the 
division commanders, Generals Gordon, Pegram, Ramseur, Wharton, 
Rosser, and Kershaw, and Colonel Carter, of the artillery, and Payne, 
of the cavalry, came, and there was a conference at headquarters at 
Round Hill. General Early decided to go by the route recommended 
by General Gordon and myself, and decided on a plan of attack to 
which all agreed. General Gordon, in command of the Second Corps 
(Gordon’s, Ramseur’s, and Pegram’s divisions), was to cross the river 
at Fisher’s Hill and go round the end of the mountain and cross 
again at Bowman’s Ford, turn the enemy’s left and press on to the 
pike to his rear. Kershaw was to go through Strasburg, go to Bow- 
man’s Mill near the mouth of Cedar Creek, and cross and advance 
over the front of the enemy’s line of breast-works. Wharton, followed 
by the artillery, was to go along the turnpike to Hupp’s Hill and cross 
after the others and press up the pike. Rosser was to cross Cedar 
Creek at Mohamy’s Mill and engage the Yankee cavalry. Payne was 
to precede Gordon and try to capture Sheridan at Belle Grove. This 
plan having been decided on, Generals Gordon, Ramseur, and myself 
went to examine the route around the mountain, going almost to Water 
Lick. General Pegram went to the top of the mountain. We selected 
a route; got back late in the p. m., when I took the pioneers of Rodes’ 
division and went over the route and made bridges and cut out trees, 
&e. Got back after dark, expecting to meet the column, but found the 
generals waiting for General Pegram, who had gone to General Early 
to report some new works that he thought he had discovered from the 
mountain on the enemy’s left, and he rather opposed the movement, 
but General Early held firm; said he saw no occasion to change his 
plans, and General Gordon started at 8 p.m. Weslept until midnight, 
then started along the turnpike, Kershaw and Wharton having gone 
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before. The general found some stragglers who had been after whi sky, 
pe 95 Fy and poured it out as we passed. A fine day. Cool at 
night. 

Wednesday, October 19.—We went through Strasburg and took Ker- 
shaw to his position on the top of the hill above Bowman’s Mill. He 
was there by 5a.m. Wharton was also in position on Hupp’s Hill. 
The hour fixed for Rosser, then Gordon, and then Kershaw to attack. 
Page and myself examined the route ahead, and I urged the moving of 
Kershaw nearer. <A light mist hung over the creek and river. Soon 
we heard Rosser driving in the pickets on the left, then Gordon on the 
right, then Kershaw advanced across Cedar Creek in gallant. style, 
and in almost a moment he was going up the hill and over the breast- 
works. A few flashes of musketry, a few shots of artillery, and he had 
the works, guns and all, surprising the enemy, though they’ had 
sounded the reveille in many parts of their camps before we attacked. 
Then, in conjunction with Gordon, Kershaw swept over the Kighth and 
Nineteenth Corps, and drove them in wild confusion across Meadow 
Run, upon the Sixth Corps and through Middletown, Colonel Payne at 
the same time charging their train, &c., along the pike and helping the 
confusion and capturing wagons, &c. Wharton and the artillery came 
up and helped across Cedar Creek. Our troops then formed and drove 
them from their camps northwest of Meadow Run to the ridge in front 
of Middletown, where the Sixth Corps made a stand and drove Whar- 
ton and Pegram back. Then we had the artillery brought up to near 
Middletown and massed it on them and drove them from the ridge. 
The fog concealed the enemy some time. The vigorous use of the 
artillery and advance of the infantry drove the enemy beyond Middle- 
town, and by 10 a.m. we had formed a new line, extending through 
Middletown at right angles to the pike and along the Cedarville road 
on the right and the Furnace road on the left. Gordon was on the 
left, near Stickley’s; then Kershaw came across the ridge; then Ram- 
seur down the slope to Meadow Run; Pegram from that up to the 
turnpike; Wharton to right with Wofford’s brigade, of Kershaw’s 
division, on his right at the angle of the Cedarville and Buckton 
roads; then Payne’s cavalry extending to the woods. Rosser 
had driven the enemy by the Grove road and was to the left and 
in advance. We lay there some time, using some artillery on 
the right and left and advancing our skirmishers a little, but making 
no decided move. We skirmished with the cavalry on the right and 
they charged our lines several times, but were repulsed. Thus we lay 
until 4 p. m., making a few efforts to get off the immense captures we 
had made of artillery and everything else. We had some twenty-three 
guns. The enemy having had time to rally, had collected in rear of 
the large body of woods in our front and formed a line of battle and 
advanced at 4.30 p. m., obliquely to the left, and struck our left, or rather 
between the two brigades on the left, where the line was weak, and it 
gave way with little resistance, and was followed by all the rest of the 
line toward the left, and soon everything was in full retreat toward 

Jedar Creek. The artillery nobly fell back. fighting and kept the enemy 
in check, and everything was getting off well, when Rosser, having 
fallen back, the Yankee cavalry crossed by Hite’s old mill and came up 
to Stickley’s and fell on our train and artillery just after dark, on 
Hupp’s Hill, and dashed along, killing horses and turning over ambu- 
lances, caissons, &c., stampeding the drivers, thus getting 43 pieces of 
artillery, many wagons, &c., as there was nothing to defend them and 
we had no organized force to go after them. Only a few Yankee cav- 
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alry did it all. They came as far as Spangler’s Mill, and there tore up 
a bridge which had been broken and impeded our train, but had been 
repaired and we were passing over it. The general and staff got to 
Fisher’s Hill and tried to rally the men. Wesucceeded in getting many 
of them into camp, but could get none to go back and recapture the 
wagons, &c., at Strasburg. Colonel Brown got eight or ten to go on 
guard at the stone bridge. We got 1,300 prisoners off safely. The 
general was very much prostrated when he learned the extent of our 
disaster and started the wagons for the rear, and sent for Rosser to 
come and cover the retreat. Hesent me to Edenburg to stop the strag- 
glers. Thus was one of the most brilliant victories of the war turned 
into one of the most disgraceful defeats, and all owing to the delay in 
pressing the enemy after we got to Middletown; as General Early said, 
“The Yankees got whipped and we got scared.” I got to Edenburg 
and put the engineer troops on guard at the bridge to stop fugitives. 
A very fine day. Cool at night. I spent the day with the general; 
carried orders, &c. We had many narrow escapes.. We were fre- 
quently fired at and much exposed. Colonel Godwin was wounded in 
the neck. General Ramseur was killed. Payne had 326 men and took 
399 prisoners (Payne). 

Thursday, October 20.—Our wagons came to New Market, and, start- 
ing at daylight, the infantry came there also, most of the men having 
sorted themselves and order been somewhat restored. All took their 
former camps. Captain Shorter, engineer officer, came up to-day. It 
was quite windy and cool. The Yankee cavalry followed ours slowly 
to Edenburg. - 

Friday, October 21.—Spent the day in camp. Made a sketch of the 
battle for General Early to send to General Lee. Oltmanns copying 
fly ius Georgia. Fine day, but cool. Enemy at Strasburg and Cedar 

reek. 

Saturday, October 22.—I started on the stage for Richmond at 7 a. 
m. to bear dispatches to General Lee. Got to Staunton after dark. 
Spent the night at M. G. Harman’s. Had quite a long chat with An- 
drew Hunter. Quite cool. 

Sunday, October 23.—Went to Richmond on the cars. Many of the 
reserves were going down and I met some coming to the Valley Dis- 
trict. A fine day, but cool. I went to General Lawton’s to get a horse 
to go to General Lee’s at Chaftin’s. Took tea with General Lawton 
and had a long chat. Got a horse and went to General Lee’s, six 
miles. Got there at 11 p.m. Saw General Lee and we had a long 
talk about matters in the Valley, commanding generals, &c. I spent 
the night there. General Early told me not to tell General Lee that we 
ought to have advanced in the morning at Middletown, for, said he, we 
ought to have done so. 

Monday, October 24.—I went down to see General Ewell at the Chaf- 
fin house; found him in a fine humor. We rode out along the line of 
works and to Fort Gilmer. Saw Fort Harrison and the Yankee lines. 
Came back and conversed awhile with General Lee, then went up to 
Richmond. Transacted some business at the Engineer Bureau. Went 
to the Spotswood and found my old friend Colonel Heck there. Called 
on Col. Nat. Tyler in the evening and went home with him and spent a 
pleasant hour or so. A fine day. 

Tuesday, October 25.—Went to Staunton on the cars and then got a 
horse and rode home. Got there at midnight and spent a few delight- 
ful hours with my family. * e* * Fine bracing day. All quiet at 
the army. 
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Wednesday, October 26.—Started for Staunton at 5 a. m., then went 
on to New Market on the stage. Found all quiet, save that the cavalry 
of Sheridan had been fighting Lomax at Milford, and he had repulsed 
all their attacks. Cool day. Some rain at night. Rosser’s brigade 
went to Luray in the night. 

Thursday, October 27,—Spent day in camp writing, correcting maps, 
&e. Pleasant. All quiet. The enemy’s cavalry reported to have left 
our front. It began to rain about dark and rained most of the night. 

Friday, October 28.—Spent day in camp making sketch of the battle 
of Rutherford’s farm. All quiet. Cool. Papers abusing General Early 
roundly. , 

Saturday, October 29.—Making map of battle of Castleman’s Ferry. 
Robinson copying Valley map and Oltmanns map of Georgia. Fine 
October day. Generals in consultation. A contention between Gen- 
erals Gordon and Early about the battle of Cedar Creek, Wc. 

Sunday, October 30.—Went to church. Warm. Quiet. 

Monday, October 31.—I rode to the division headquarters to get infor- 
mation for battle maps. Robinson copying Valley map and Oltmanns 
battle of Chattanooga. Sent to Engineer Bureau a map of Georgia. 
Cool day. Let William go home. 

Tuesday, November 1.—Made map of battle of Berryville and position 
of army next day. We worked in a shop. Ali quiet. Quite cool. 
Robinson finished a copy of Valley map (sheet No.1), and began map of 
Southeastern Virginia for Engineer Bureau. Oltmanns copying battle 
of Chattanooga. General Early came to camp in the evening and 
chatted until quite late with Doctor McGuire and myself; an interesting 
dish of discourse. Forrer called. 

Wednesday, November 2.—Employed as yesterday. It rained nearly 
all day. Quite cool and unpleasant. Fixed stove in my tent. 

Thursday, November 3.—Engaged as yesterday, except I began a map 
of the battle of Belle Grove. It rained and misted all day. 

Friday, November 4.—Engaged as yesterday, at Belle Grove, Chatta- 
nooga, and Southeastern Virginia. Somerain. Quite cool. 

Saturday, November 5.—Ditto as to work. Windy and cool. Froze 
quite hard. Army filling up rapidly. Much in want of small-arms. 

Sunday, November 6— * * * Fine day. Bracing air. 

Monday, November 7.—Engaged as before. It misted and rained 
most of the day. Captain Shorter came over in the evening. 

Tuesday, November 8.—At same work. Oltmanns finished map of 
Chattanooga and began map of Virginia; fifteen miles to one inch. 
Fine day; showery. 

Wednesday, November 9.—In the p. m. got orders from General Early 
to have the foot bridge over river at Mount Jackson repaired; so 
went and had Captain Hart go and see to it late in the p.m. March- 
ing orders were issued at quite alate hour. It rained some; turned 
quite warm. : 

Thursday, November 10.—We marched down the Valley at sunrise, 
Kershaw in front, followed by Pegram, Grimes (who commands -Rodes’ 
division since Ramseur’s death), Gordon, and Wharton. The artillery 
followed Kershaw. Two divisions encamped beyond Woodstock; the 
others this side. Headquarters on the Burner’s Springs road, a mile 
from Woodstock. Marched twenty-two miles. The troops marched 
well. Rosser went to Fairview; Lomax to Front Royal. Fine day; 
mild in a. m., but chilly wind late in p. m. j 

Friday, November 11.—Marched at 6 a.m., Pegram in front, Kershaw 
in rear; rest as before; artillery third in order. Found enemy’s pickets 
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at Middletown; drove them to Newtown. Payne’s brigade in our 
advance. We formed a line near Chrisman’s Spring; found the enemy 
intrenched at Newtown. Headquarters near Vancluse. Rosser on 
the Middle road northwest of Newtown, on our left; Lomax on our 
right, from Cedarville to near Newtown. Pegram is on the right, near 
the road to the factory; then Gordon to the pike; then Grimes to top 
of Jones’ Hill; then Wharton and Kershaw to the left. I sketched 
the left of the Yankee position at battle of Cedar Creek. Rosser and 
Lomax were at headquarters at night. Enemy’s infantry camps near 
Kernstown and Bartonsville. Had details of ten from each division 
made for an army pioneer party, and put Lieutenant Flood in charge 
of it. A bracing day; clear and cool. 

Saturday, November 12.—We were roused up at an early hour; took 
breakfast, and prepared fora fight. The army was, part of it, in line of 
battle last night, and held the same position to-day. We formed in 
rear of the stream that runs from Chrisman’s Spring on the right of the 
pike, then across Jones’ Hill on the left. Kershaw, Wharton, and 
Grimes on the left, and Gordon and Pegram on the right of the road. 
We had some skirmishing, but no general engagement. On the Back 
road Custer drove back a portion of Rosser’s brigade as far as Cedar 
Creek. He brought up his other brigade and Payne went to him, and 
they routed the Yankees in turn and scattered them far and wide, 
saber in hand. We remained in line until about dark, then fell back 
to Fisher’s Hill, getting to camp at avery late hour. The day was raw 
and cold. Late in the p.m. the Yankee cavalry fell on MeCausland’s 
brigade at Cedarville. He repulsed two attacks, and then thinking 
they were gone he halted to feed, but they came on and caught him 
unprepared and drove him across the river and through Front Royal, 
capturing two pieces of artillery. I finished sketching the battle-field 
of Cedar Creek; found it quite cold and raw. Oltmanns went with 
me. Camp at Round Hill. 

Sunday, November 13.—We moved back at daylight up the Valley, 
Grimes, Gordon, Wharton, Kershaw,and Pegram. The army encamped 
on Pence’s Hill, on the south bank of Stony Creek, the artillery going 
to near Hawkinstown. The cavalry came to the vicinity of Edenburg. 
Headquarters went on to New Market. Intensely cold, windy and snow 
flying. The mountains and hills white. 

Monday, November 14.—We spent the day resting, fixing up camp, 
&e. Col. William Proctor Smith came up day before yesterday as 
chief engineer of the Army of Valley District. It was milder to-day, 
but still raw and cold. The army came on up, Gordon, Wharton, Ker- 
Shaw, Grimes, and Pegram, the artillery in front. Captain Hart with 
his company and Lieutenant Flood and the pioneers were ordered to 
encamp near headquarters and report to the chief engineer. 

Tuesday, November 15.—Moved into a house and began new map of 
battle of Cedar Creek; Robinson, at Southeast Virginia, and Olt- 
manns, at Hastern Virginia, for Engineer Bureau. Kershaw started 
up the Valley for Richmond. It was quite cold and rained some. 
Wrote memoranda of Army of Valley District for Colonel Boteler or 
Hon. Mr. Goode. 

Wednesday, November 16.— * * * It was a fine day. In the p. 
m. Colonels Smith and Allan and myself rode to the top of the moun- 
tain on the Luray road. * * * Sent off document to Colonel Bote- 
ler, showing that to this date we had marched, since the opening of the 
campaign, 1,670 miles, and had seventy-five battles and skirmishes. 
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Thursday, November 17.—Worked at battle of Cedar Oreek ; Robin- 
son finished Southeast Virginia and worked on Franklin County, Pa. 
Oltmanns at small Virginia. Misty and rainy. Pegram moved up to 
Big Spring. Hinrichs called to see us. 

‘ antes, November 18.—Spent day as yesterday. Itrained and misted 
all day. 

Saturday, November 19.—Drawing map of battle of Cedar Creek. 
Oltmanns copying map of Eastern Virginia. Robinson reducing Frank- 
lin County, Pa. It snowed in the morning and rained and misted until 
about noon. 

Sunday, November 20.— * * * The day was chilly and misty. 
Captain Page came back from Richmond. 

Monday, November 21.—All engaged as before. It rained and misted 
all day. Got orders at dark to go to-morrow with Major Harman to se- 
lect camps for winter quarters for the troopsin Augusta County. * * * 

Tuesday, November 22.—We were up by 5 a.m. I took breakfast 
with Major Harman, and we were far on our way by sunrise. Colonel 
Allan accompanied us. We stopped a short time at Mrs. Grattan’s, 
but pressed on and reached Major Harmaw’s, near Staunton, by 4 p. m., 
forty-three miles. The air was very chilly and the ground in places 
white with snow. The enemy’s cavalry, two divisions, encamped at 
Woodstock last night, and to-day it came on up as far as Rude’s Hill. 
We marched three divisions of infantry down to meet them, Gordon’s, 
Wharton’s, and Grimes’, from their camps three and four miles south- 
west of New Market. Grimes, Gordon, and Wharton in order. We 
took a line on the top of the hill on the left of the road 
on the right, and in reserve in the rear of the others. A regi- 
ment of cavalry and pieces of artillery. The enemy came boldly 
up to near the hill, when we opened on them and sent them back in 
great disorder, inflicting considerable loss. Our infantry skirmishers 
pursued to Hawkinstown and the cavalry to below Edenburg. A bri- 
gade of our cavalry pursued. All came back to the old camps at night. 
Marched twenty-five miles. 

Wednesday, November 23.—Major Harman, Colonel Allan, and myself 
went toward Waynesborough to look for winter quarters for the troops. 
Colonel Allan soon found a camp for his ordnance train and left us, 
and we spent the day riding through woods, &c. We selected a set 
of camps near Fishersville and returned to Major Harman’s by 5 p. m. 
The day was chilly. Rode thirty miles, 

Thursday, November 24.—We rode toward Christian’s Creek and 
selected some camps there if it should be desired to encamp some 
troops there. * * * The engineer troops passed through Staunton 
on their way to Lexington. The day was quite pleasant. Rode twenty 
miles. 

Friday, November 25.—Started back to camp at 7 a.m. Stopped a 
few moments at Mr. Forrer’s. Got to Harrisonburg by 12.30 p. m., 
where met Major Harman. We got to camp by 6 p. m., and reported 
to the general. We were very tired. The day was warm and pleasant. 
Cool late in the p.m. Cosby’s brigade of cavalry passed me at Bridge- 
water on its way to Tennessee. Rode forty-three miles. 

Saturday, November 26.—Spent day in my room working on map of 
battle of Cedar Creek. Robinson is reducing Cumberland County, Pa. 
Oltmanns copying Western Virginia. Day cool, and it rained in p. m. 
and at night. Rosser started. 

Sunday, November 27— * * * The day was chilly, though very 
pleasant in the a. m. General Early was considerably excited by 
habeas corpus writs for soldiers from Judge Thompson. 
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Monday, November 28.—Spent day in camp. Finished battle of 
Cedar Creek and worked at battle of Kearneysville. Oltmanns finished 
Western Virginia; Robinson made map of Harper’s Ferry. Mild day; 
fog in morning. 

Tuesday, November 29.—I sketched the road to Mount Jackson, and 
got position at Rude’s Hill. A fine, warm day; summer-like. Heard 
that Rosser had captured a gun at Moorefield and gone on toward 
Cumberland. , 

Wednesday, November 30.—Spent the day in camp making map of the 
engagement at Rude’s Hill. Oltmanns copying battle of Chattanooga. 
Robinson made maps for Colonel Smith’s monthly report, showing posi- 
tion of army, pickets, &c. A fine, pleasant day. We heard of General 
Rosser’s capture of New Creek; 800 prisoners, 8 pieces of artillery, 
&e. * * * IT drew my pay for November, $833.334, under new ap- 
pointment. 

Thursday, December 1.—Finished my map of the engagement at 
Rude’s Hill. Visited General Gordon’s camp. Got information of 
positions, &e., from General Wharton, Major Peyton, &c. Oltmanns 
copying Chattanooga. Robinson is sick. Colonel Smith went to Luray 
Valley. Fine, warm day. 

Friday, December 2.—Worked at map of battle of Charlestown. Olt- 
manns finished map of battle of Chattanooga. Robinson was sick. 
Rosser got back to-day with flags, &c. Major Peyton called to seeme 
to-day. Colonel Smith got back. It began torainabout noon. Some- 
what cool. 

Saturday, December 3.—Finished map of battle of Charlestown. Olt- 
manns began yesterday a reduction of the map of Northeastern Vir- 
ginia and part of Maryland and Pennsylvania. Robinson still sick. A 
pleasant day. The Yankee prisoners were brought in. 

Sunday, December 4.—Spent day incamp. * * * A fine, warm 
day. 

Monday, December 5.—Finished map of action at Kearneysville and 
worked at battle of Harper’s Ferry. Robinson finished off several 
battle maps and outlined some. Oltmannsatreduction. A hard white 
frost and day chilly. Mr. Lacy spent some time with us. 

Tuesday, December 6.—Finished map of Harper’s Ferry and worked 
some on one of Fort Duncan. Robinson made a copy of Rude’s Hill; 
Oltmanns at reduction of Northeastern Virginia. Gordon’s division 
changed camp and moved up toward Staunton; also Pegram. <A pleas- 
ant day; little rain in a. m. 

Wednesday, December 7.—I began map of fightat Smithfield. Rob- 
inson copied Cedar Creek. Oltmanns at reduction of Northeastern 
Mis Wickham’s brigade went from Mount Jackson to Timber- 
ville. 

Thursday, December 8.—Finished Smithfield and began map of New 
Creek. Robinson finished copy of Cedar Creek. Oltmanns at reduc- 
tion. Finished copying my journal at night. It is reported that Gor- 
don’s and Pegram’s divisions went to Richmond from Staunton last 
night. A big battle is expected at Richmond. ‘he Sixth Corps of 
Sheridan’s army has gone there, and it is reported to-day that more of 
his men have gone. 

Friday, December 9.—Finished map of vicinity of New Creek and 
corrected map of Northeastern Virginia. Robinson made map of vicin- 
ity of Lynchburg. Oltmanns at reduction of Northeastern Virginia. 
The day was very cold, chilly; it began to snow after dark. General 
Lee sent word that Grant had sent off two corps of his army. Heavy 
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cannonading said to be heard toward Richmond. Gordon and Pegram 
got to Waynesborough Wednesday night and went on to Richmond. 
There were a good many deserters in Pegram’s division—the conscripts 
that lately came in. Made list of maps I had furnished at night. 

Saturday, December 10.—It snowed all last night and for some time 
to-day; the.snow is about ten inches deep. I began another map ot 
the battle of Cedar’Creek, after correcting a map for Robinson to copy 
of Rosser’s route. Oltmanns at reduction. Quite cold. * * * 

Sunday, December 11.— * * * The day was cold and chilly; it 
rained a little and snowed aiittle. * * * © 

Monday, December 12.—Worked at Cedar Creek. Robinson copying 
Monocacy ; Oltmanns at reduction. A very cold day; wind sharp and 
biting. It froze very hard last night. * * * 

Tuesday, December 13.—Robinson finished Monocacy. Oltmanns at 
reduction, I at Cedar Creek. Cool day; looks like storm. * * * 

Wednesday, December 14.—Worked at Cedar Creek. Robinson at 
map of vicinity of Washington; Oltmanns at reduction. Some rain 
peeberare early in the a.m.; mild day. Grimes’ division left for Rich- 
mond. 

Thursday, December 15.—Spent the day finishing some maps for 
Colonel Smith. Robinson was very sick and we sent him to the hos- 
pital. Oltmanns worked at reduction awhile and then packed up. 
Mild day; thawed some. 

Friday, December 16.—We started from New Market about 11 a. m. 
Whartow’s division started by daylight and went to near Mount Craw- 
ford. Rosser’s division went on toward Swoope’s and Lomax’s to Swift 
Run Gap. We rodeon to Harrisonburg and spent the night there. It 
thawed all day. Warm south wind. * * * 

Saturday, December 17.—I rode on quite early to show General Whar- 
ton his camp. Turned off at the Willow Pump and went by the Barren 
Ridge road to the Waynesborough road; showed his inspector the 
camp and then went to John Hamilton’s for the night. It continued to 
thaw and most of the snow left. General Early came to Staunton. 
Wharton went out two miles toward Waynesborough. It rained some 
in the p. m. and at night. 

Sunday, December 18.—I rode back to Staunton to see General Early, 
then came back to Fishersville, where the wagons came, and went to 
look for a camp. Itrained most of the day and the mud got quite deep. 
We spent the night in the woods near Fishersville. The general did 
not come from Staunton. 

Monday, December 19.—I obtained quarters near Fishersville and 
moved to them. Wharton’s division came two miles this side of Staun- 
ton night before last and encamped, and to-day came on to camps near 
Fishersville. The general came down late in the p. m. and went to Mrs. 
McCue’s. We went to Staunton on the cars again, owing to report of 
enemy coming up the Valley—at Woodstock to-night. Two divisions 
of their cavalry crossed the Blue Ridge at Chester Gap. Mild day. 

Tuesday, December 20.—We started back down the Valley this morn- 
ing to meet the advance of the enemy. Rosser, who moved to Swoope’s 
Sunday, went in advance. I guided Wharton across by Major Har- 
man’s into the pike and we went on to Naked Creek, where we spent the 
night. Had our quarters in the church. Rosser went to Harrisonburg 
and the enemy came to Lacey’s Springs, a division of cavalry. Most 
of the snow gone, but the day was quite chilly and before midnight a 
severe storm began of sleet, hail, and snow. 
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Wednesday, December 21.—Wemarched on at daylight in the midst 
of a blinding storm, cold and biting, but most of the men in a good 
humor, though in no plight for a battle. Rosser moved at dawn and 
attacked the enemy just as they were saddling up. Routed their first 
and second brigades, capturing 35 prisoners and getting their wagons 
and ambulances, but they rallied on their third brigade and he had to 
fall back and they got their wagons back, but at once retreated down 
the Valley. The infantry was halted at the Big Spring on the pike 
three miles southwest of Harrisonburg, and went into camp. Rosser 
did not get all his men up in time for his attack. We got to Harrison- 
burg about noon. The storm ceased at noon. It was quite warm fora 
short time. It was very slippery on the pike. The general stays in 
Harrisonburg. I had J. Arthur Wilson detailed for topographical 
duty. 

Thursday, December 22.—The day was windy and quite cold. * * * 
Wharton marched back to near Staunton. Payne’s and Wickham’s 
brigades came to near Staunton. 

Friday, December 23.—In p.m. went to Staunton and down to quar- 
ters at Fishersville; air keen and cold, but clear. Roads very icy. 
Wharton’s division (two brigades) took the cars and went across 
mountain (Blue Ridge); one brigade went to old camp. 

Saturday, December 24.—Went to Fishersville, then back and up to 
Staunton, and Mr. Oltmanns and Colonels Smith and Allan went home 
with me to a Christmas dinner, and we had a very pleasant evening. 
Robinson came out yesterday. A fine day. It thawed some. The 
Yankees came near to Gordonsville and were repulsed there. 

Sunday, December 25.—Colonels Smith and Allan went back to Staun- 
ton to-day. * * * A fine day, quite pleasant and thawed some. 

Monday, December 26.—I rode to Staunton. Was there awhile and 
then came back and examined the location for a bridge over Middle 
River. Lieutenant Flood and party came out there to-day. It was 
warm. The sun shone brightly and most of the snow was melted. 
General Early came back to Staunton yesterday and dined at Maj. 
John Harman’s to-day. (Came from Gordonsville.) 

Tuesday, December 27,—I rode to Staunton in the a. m., and after 
looking after business there awhile, I went on to Fishersville; dined at 
our quarters, then went to see General Early and got a furlough until 
January 3, then went back to Major Harman’s. It was very muddy. 
Quite warm; rain at night. Troops back in camp near Fishersville. 

Wednesday, December 28.—Spent part of the day in Staunton looking 
for servants, &c., then rode home, stopping to see Lieutenant Flood, 
who is building a bridge at Middle River. There was a heavy fog and 
mist in the morning; then rain in the p. m., and at night quite hard. 
Very muddy. 

Thursday, December 29.—Spent the day at home. Worked at map 
of Kernstown. It thawed some. Snowed last night. Froze at night. 
Robinson engaged at Lynchburg. * * * 

Friday, December 30,—Spent day at home. Worked at vicinity of 
Winchester. Robinson at Lynchburg map. It was quite chilly. 

Saturday, December 31.—Spent some time at battle map of Kerns- 
town, and Robinson at Lynchburg. Snow in the morning; quite cold.* 


“For such of the maps mentioned in this Journal as have been obtained, -see 
Plates 81 to 85, inclusive, of the Atlas. 
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No. 175. 
Report of Surg. A. Russell Meem, 0. 8. Army, of operations November 22. 


GENERAL HOSPITAL, 
Mount Jackson, November 23, 1864. 
Srr: I have the honor to report that the enemy’s cavalry, in strong 
force, advanced and occupied this town yesterday. Their medical offi- 
cers came into the hospital and acted very uncivilly, requiring a list of 
all officers, saying they would remove all on their return; but owing to 
their unexpected defeat, and being rapidly pursued by our forces, they 
had not time to stop. As they went up they carried off with them some 
bedding, bedclothing, and clothing of a portion of the wounded, the 
exact number of which I have not at this time been able to ascertain, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. MEEM, 
Surgeon in Charge. 
Surg. W. A. CARRINGTON, 
Medical Director, Richmond, Va. 


No. 176. 


Report of Col. James P. Simms, Fifty-third Georgia Infantry, command- 
ing brigade, Kershaw’s division, First (Longstreet’s) Corps, of oper- 
ations August 3-—October 20. 


HEADQUARTERS SIMMS’ BRIGADE, 
December —, 1864. 


SIR :* 

Here General Bryan returned and resumed command about August 
3, and remained with the brigade until the morning of the 21st, 
when he again left, during which time we moved from Chester Station 
to the Valley, nothing of importance having occurred during the time. 
When I took command again, on the 21st, the brigade was near Win- 
chester, and with orders to move. The division was moved in the 
direction of Charlestown, with this brigade in front. After moving 
some six or eight miles we encountered the cavalry of the enemy. The 
major-general ordered me to send forward two regiments to attack, 
which was done, driving the enemy a short distance, when it was found 
necessary to re-enforce with another regiment. Isuppose we metabout 
one brigade of the enemy’s cavalry, driving them about six miles, when 
they fell back upon a division of their cavalry strongly posted and with 
artillery. Here I halted the brigade, thinking it not prudent to advance 
farther, when the major-general brought up the remainder of the divis- 
ion and ordered an advance. By this time the enemy had retreated 
hastily in the direction of Charlestown. In this affair we lost a few 
men wounded and one or two killed. After this we moved on to 
Charlestown, the enemy falling back to Harper’s Ferry. Remained at 
Charlestown a few days. The skirmish line engaged slightly near 
Charlestown on the 30th. On the 3ist the brigade, with the others of 
the division, moved back in the direction of Winchester. 


* For portion of report (here omitted) covering operations from June 2 to August 
2, 1864, see Vol. XXXVI, Part I, p. 1064, and Vol, XL, Part 1, p. 768. 
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On September 3 we left Winchester and moved toward Berryville, 
arriving near Berryville a little before sunset in the evening, and the 
enemy immediately in our front. Line of battle was formed by order 
of the major-general, in conjunction with the other brigades of the 
division, and an attack made upon their lines. Our men moving for- 
ward with great spirit and gallantry, the enemy only held their position 
long enough to fire one round, then fled precipitately. By this time 
night interposed, and we slept upon the field, and next morning found 
that their line, which had crossed the road, now ran parallel to it, and 
they had made use of the time allowed by night to fortify. We 
remained in line confronting them next day and night, and were then 
ordered to withdraw, and returned to Winchester. The loss of the 
brigade in this battle was 4 killed and 26 wounded. 

We remained at Winchester until September 16, and then marched 
in direction of Culpeper Court-House. On the 19th the general, having 
received information that a raiding party was in the vicinity, and that 
they were going toward Stevensburg, ordered me with this brigade 
to a certain point on that road to intercept them. The brigade was 
put in motion immediately and moved at double-quick for nearly two 
miles, but upon arriving within about 500 yards the enemy were 
opposite to us in the road, having proceeded so far as to render it im- 
possible to cut them off. Finding that this was the only opportunity 
we would have of inflicting damage upon them, I gave orders to fire. 
We killed and wounded several of them. Our loss was nothing. We 
recaptured from this party quite a number of horses and mules which 
they had captured from a Government lot near Rapidan Station. On 
the 20th we left Culpeper, marching in the direction of Gordonsville, 
which place we reached on the 25th. Encamped there one night, and 
then again we moved in the direction of the Valley, passing through 
Swift Run Gap; thence up by the foot of the mountains in the direction 
of Port Republic. On September — we came in sight of Port Repub- 
lic, at which place the enemy’s cavalry were distinctly visible, driving 
ours before them across the river and through the town. By an order 
from the major-general, I placed my brigade in the edge of a wood near 
by the road leading from the town, in such manner as not to be observed 
by the enemy, and awaited their advance in that direction. Our cavalry 
having already retired as he had anticipated, it was not long before 
they came dashing down the road, moving by the flank, but by the 
untimely firing of some shots from the command we failed to inflict 
such loss upon them as otherwise would have been done. The enemy 
escaped with slight loss, and the loss of the brigade was nothing. 

From this time until October 14 the brigade was marching from 
point to point, encamping at different places for a short space of time. 
When, on the 14th, General Conner’s brigade was engaged at Hupp’s 
Hill this brigade was held as reserve for his support, but that brigade 
having accomplished the work assigned to it so handsomely it was 
not thought necessary to bring it into action; therefore the brigade. 
was not engaged, but lost in wounded some eight or ten men. 

On theevening of the 18thI received orders to move out in the direction 
of Strasburg at 12 o’clock that night, preparatory to an attack that was 
to be made on the enemy’s works next morning. In compliance with 
the order, the brigade moved out at the time specified and to the point 
designated, each man having been supplied with sixty rounds of ammu- 
nition. Soon after our arrival at the place designated by the major- 
general, on the turnpike, the other brigades of the division came up 
and we marched in the direction of Strasburg by the turnpike road in 
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front of the division. Having passed through Strasburg we left the 
turnpike and moved upon a little road turning to the right, which was 
followed until we came in sight of the enemy’s camp-fires. Here a halt 
was ordered until near 5 o’clock, when I was ordered to move down this 
road until the brigade had crossed over, and then turn down the creek 
and form line of battle parallel to the creek, and to advance immedi- 
ately to the front until a certain clump of woods was passed, and then 
to change direction to the left in such manner as to cause the line to 
confront that of the enemy, to drive the enemy’s pickets in without 
firing upon them, and not to fire until the enemy’s line was reached— 
all of which was strictly complied with, the gallant men moving 
forward steadily and firmly, receiving the shots from the enemy’s 
picket-line without replying, but continuing to move forward with 
unbroken front through the volleys of musketry and cannon which 
they were now exposed to until they reached the enemy’s works. 
The enemy made a stubborn resistance. Some of them were shot 
down while firing upon our men at the distance of a few feet. The 
works were of a formidable character, with a strong abatis covering 
most of the front and in a favorable position for deferise. After cap- 
turing the works and sweeping through the camp (which was just 
inside the works), there being no troops either on our right or left, I 
thought it prudent to fall back to the captured works and await the 
arrival of other troops. Here the brigade captured a large number of 
prisoners, seven pieces of cannon which were mounted on the works, 
besides some other pieces which were parked in rear—the whole of the 
camp equipage which was upon that part of their line. While waiting 
for the other troops to come up the captured artillery was turned upon 
the enemy. Very soon the brigades of Generals Conner and Humph- 
reys came up on the right and left and again we advanced, encounter- 
ing a second line of works, but driving them like chaft before the 
wind, and again came in contact with their third line, but here did not 
meet with as much resistance as upon the other lines. We continued 
to drive the enemy until about 11 o’clock, when a halt was ordered, our 
position was changed by moving to the right, and rested until about 5 
o’clock in the afternoon, when an attack was made upon the troops to 
our left. They broke and fled in confusion, forcing upon us the necessity 
of falling back. The line was formed about one-quarter of a mile in rear 
of the one which had been abandoned, which was held until it was 
found that the troops on the left of my brigade had abandoned the 
field. I placed a regiment on my left, formed perpendicularly to the 
rear to protect the flank. The enemy soon attacked it with such force 
as it was not able to withstand. I then determined to throw back the 
entire brigade, so as to protect the flank of the line, and while carry- 
ing into execution this purpose I observed the troops on my right mov- 
ing by the right flank, which rendered it necessary I should move like- 
wise. By this time the enemy had gotten completely in our rear and 
were pressing from the front and flank, and in moving out among the 
confused masses of troops from other commands our organizations also 
became confused, and it was impossible to reform the command in 
proper order. We moved back that night to Fisher’s Hill, and next 
morning in the direction of New Market, which place we reached the 
same evening. 

In this battle the brigade had about 520 arms-bearing men. Of four 
regimental commanders three were wounded, two have since died of 
the wounds—Colonels Balland Holt. Colonel McGlashan was wounded 


through both thighs. 


592 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. —[Cuar. LY. 


The loss of the brigade was heavy. in officers and men (about 200 
killed and wounded), complete lists of which have been sent in prior 
to this time. 

I take pleasure in bearing testimony to the gallantry {of] and 
acknowledging my indebtedness to Capt. C. C. Kibbee, acting assist- 
ant adjutant-general, for his efficient service throughout the entire time 
which I have had the honor to command the brigade. 

After remaining a few days at New Market we marched to and came 
by railway to pe aes ? ’ 

I am, your obedient servan 
ei J. P. SIMMS, 
Commanding Brigade. 
Maj. J. M. GoGein, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 177. 


Report of Brig. Gen. James Conner, C. 8S. Army, commanding brigade, 
of operations September 13. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
September 14, 1864. 

Mayor: I have the honor to submit the following report of facts 
attending the capture of the picket from this brigade yesterday: 

The EKighth South Carolina Regiment was on picket, numbering (offi- 
cers included) 150 men. The main body was near the Berryville pike, 
having two companies at a post to its right and one company at a post 
to its left. The Yankee cavalry advanced (mounted) and deployed in 
front of the main picket; another portion deployed considerably to the 
left of the main picket; another portion advanced in column at a gallop 
up the pike, and receiving a volley from the picket dashed past it. 
Colonel Henagan then fell back into the woods in rear of his picket 
Station, reformed his men, and moved through the woods to the edge 
of the timber on this side. Gaining that point they perceived the Yan- 
kee cavalry in front of them; these they fired upon and drove back. 
Advancing from the woods with the view of coming back to the bri- 
gade, they were again met by a considerable body of Yankee cavalry and 
Colonel Henagan fell back into the wood, some desultory firing going on 
between his men and the Yankees. While this was taking place the 
Yankee cavalry that had deployed in his front at the commencement 
(now in his rear) dismounted and advanced into the woods, while the 
other cavalry rode around the edge of the timber shouting to our men 
to come out. When the dismounted cavalry were within 50 or 100 
yards of our men in the woods the latter surrendered. The prisoners 
were immediately hurried off, the officers of the Yankee cavalry urging 
their men to be expeditious. The two companies on duty at the picket- 
post to the right, after skirmishing with the advancing enemy, fell back 
and escaped, with the exception of three or four men, who were acting 
as vedettes at the mill. 

I have examined all those who escaped, so as to report the facts as 
correctly as possible. I have mainly derived my information relative 
to the main picket from Doctor Dunlop, the surgeon of the regiment, 
who climbed a tree and escaped notice, and from Private Moore, who 
escaped in like manner. The result is deeply mortifying. So far as I 
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can ascertain, no one on our side was killed or wounded. The dead 
bodies of the Yankees have been found. Had any of our men been 
killed they also would have been found upon the ground. 

As soon as the cavalry courier reported the advance of the enemy 
Colonel Henagan sent a mounted courier to me with the intelligence. 
I ordered the courier to gallop back and tell Colonel Henagan to hold 
the ground to the last; that I would hurry up re-enforcements to him. 
I dispatched the Third [South Carolina] Regiment to his relief, with 
orders to the brigade to follow, and galloped forward myself toward 
the picket, but as I rose the hill from my camp I saw the Yankee ecay- 
alry in rear of our picket. The courier who brought me the intelligence 
never got back to Colonel Henagan. 

My own impression most decidedly is that the woods could have 
been held at least long enough for re-enforcements to arrive. Theknown 
gallantry of Colonel Henagan and of his regiment alone render the 
matter inexplicable. Circumstances possibly existed of which I know 
nothing, and in justice to a brave officer and a command which has 
done good fighting I withhold all expression of censure in this report. 

The loss, as officially reported, is 14 officers and 90 men. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. CONNER, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Maj. E. L. Costin, 
Assistant Adjutant-General.] 


No. 178. 


Report of Maj. James M. Goggin, Assistant Adjutant-General, OC. S. Army, 
commanding Conner’s brigade, of operations October 19. 


HEADQUARTERS CONNER’S BRIGADE, 
October 81, 1864. 

Masor: I have the honor to report that on the 18th instant, at 11.45 
p. nn., this brigade, in pursuance of orders received during the afternoon, 
moved from its camp to the turnpike, in rear of Fisher’s Hill. Soon 
after reaching there, the other brigades being put in motion, it fell into 
the position previously assigned it as the rear brigade of the division, 
and moved noiselessly and in good order to the north side of Cedar 
Creek on the road , where just after daybreak it rapidly formed 
in line of battle and pushed forward at once in support of the other 
brigades of the division, then advancing on the enemy’s works. On 
clearing the dense and tangled woods immediately in our front, and 
reaching the open, elevated ground occupied by thé enemy (understood 
1o be Crook’s corps), it was discovered that Bryan’s brigade by a most 
brilliant dash had already succeeded in driving them out and held pos- 
session of their first line of works. Without delay, the brigade moved 
up on the left of Bryan’s brigade (commanded by Colonel Simms) and 
dashed forward across the turnpike, attacking the second line of works 
with such fierce vigor and determination that the enemy soon fled in 
the utmost confusion, leaving in our hands a number of prisoners and 
four pieces of artillery. From this point the brigade steadily advanced 
to the left of and on a line nearly parallel to the pike, as far as a lane 
which led into the pike, and passing near a house said to have been the 
headquarters of the commanding general of the Federal forces. Beyond. 
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this lane some 200 yards the enemy had rallied apparently with the de- 
termination of making an effort to check our advance, and as one of my 
regiments, in consequence of the inequalties of the ground over which 
we had passed, had become detached, the brigade was halted a few 
minutes until it could resume its proper place in the line. As soon as 
this was accomplished the brigade recommenced its forward move- 
ment, the enemy retiring before it as if panic-stricken, and continued 
it until we had passed into the woods beyond and to the left of Middle- 
town, where, finding that any farther advance would expose me to an 
attack on my left flank, and it being reported to me that the enemy’s 
cavalry were in strong force in the second woods in front, I moved to 
the outer edge of the woods and halted until I could reconnoiter the 
position. The major-general commanding rode up at this time, and by 
his order the command,was moved half a mile to the right in the 
direction of the turnpike, and the forward movement again resumed. 
After proceeding some distance the troops on our right having halted 
this command was halted also, and my skirmishers, together with those 
of Bryan’s brigade, advanced to clear the woods of a body of skir- 
mishers in front of my left, which was handsomely done, when the line 
again moved forward and occupied a road half a mile distance in 
advance. Here the Third and Fifteenth Regiments, which had been 
temporarily detached, rejoined us and were sent to the right to fillupa 
gap between this brigade and that of Humphreys. Soon after this the 
enemy made an attack on Humphreys, which was met by such a heavy 
fire, so coolly delivered by that brigade and by the right of my own that 
they were at once checked and driven back. A repetition of the attack 
met with a like result, and the firing for a time seemed to have ceased 
along the whole line, but between 3 and 4 o’clock it was resumed, and 
it was soon ascertained that the troops on our left had given way and 
the enemy threatening our left flank while pushing us in front. 

In this condition of affairs the command fell back to the position it 
had previously held, and for one hour and a quarter kept the enemy at 
bay, foiling every direct effort to draw us from our position, and it was 
not until the enemy had passed completely around our left flank and 
were moving on our rear that the order was given to withdraw. So 
closely were the enemy pushing us at this time that I found it necessary 
to move out by the right flank while my skirmishers held them in check 
in my front. After moving sufficiently far to my right to uncover my 
rear the command was faced to the right and moved in the direction of 
the pike at Middletown, with erders to halt on the crest of the hill. 

Up to this time both men and officers had obeyed with commendable 
cheertulness and alacrity all orders given them; but, unfortunately, in 
moving to the rear a very high fence was encountered, and in clearing 
it my line was necessarily broken, and being without a staff officer or 
courier and with no horse myself, before it could be reformed a stream 
of flying fugitives from other portions of. the field became so mixed up 
with my own men, infecting the latter with their own fears, that they 
soon became oblivious of everything save to leave the enemy as-far in 
the rear as possible. 

I shall say nothing of the panie and flight that ensued, so much de- 
plored as itis by all. I cannot, however, while alluding to the short- 
comings of this brigade forbear giving both officers and men that praise 
which is so justly their due for the noble display of all the admirable 
and true qualities of the soldier up to the time the retreat was ordered, 
and 10 one who witnessed the advance of the brigade on that day against 
the different positions of the enemy, will hesitate to bestow upon it their 
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unqualified admiration. It would perhaps be invidious for. me to dis- 
criminate or to attempt to allot to each their due proportion of praise, 
but I may say to the commanding officers of each of the organizations 
Lam greatly indebted, not only for the prompt obedience of orders, but 
for the skill and gallantry displayed in the handling of their men. 

For a full and detailed account of the operations of each command I 
refer you to the reports herewith inclosed.* 

Iam also greatly indebted to Lieut. Y. J. Pope, of the Third South 
Carolina Regiment, acting assistant adjutant-general, and to Cadet E. 
P. Harllee, acting inspector, for the very efficient aid rendered me 
during the day, and for their conspicuous display of gallantry on every 
occasion to callit forth. The former was severely wounded, losing an 
eye, and the latter slightly. 

One of my couriers, De Saussure Burrows, was shot through the head 
while riding by my side. He was a noble and gallant youth—a favorite 
with all who knew him. Couriers Crumley and Templeton also deserve 
honorable mention for their good conduct. 

Among the killed I cannot forbear making special mention of Capt. 
B. M. Whitener, commanding the battalion of sharpshooters. He fell 
while gallantly leading his little band in an attack on the enemy’s lines. 
His best epitaph may be found written upon the hearts of those who 
have so often witnessed his cool courage and undaunted bravery in the 
presence of the foe. 

It is amatter of profound regret that the Second Regiment is deprived 
(for a time at least, on account of the loss of a leg) of the services of its 
commanding officer (Maj. B. R. Clyburn), whose bravery in this as on 
other occasions is beyond all praise. 

Major Todd, commanding the Third Regiment, was also severely 
wounded in the arm while gallantly leading his men against the enemy’s 
second line of works. 

The entire loss of the brigade was as follows: 

Killed—officers, 6; enlisted men, 22; fotal, 28. Wounded—officers, 
13; enlisted men, 172; total, 185. Missing—officers, 6; enlisted men, 
199; total, 205. 

Among the prisoners are Colonel Boykin and Lieutenant-Colonel 
MeMichael, of the Twentieth South Carolina. 

I am, major, very respectfully, Wce., 
JAS. M. GOGGIN, 
Major, Commanding Brigade. 
Maj. E. L. Costin, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Kershaw’s Division. 


No. 179. 


Abstract from Inspection Report of Smith’s brigade, Whartow’s division, 
; Sor September 29. 


This brigade has suffered severely since the opening of the campaign. 
Its loss in officers has been very heavy. It has lost all the field officers 
of the brigade proper except Colonel Smith and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fife, Thirty-sixth Regiment Virginia Infantry, absent sick, including 


*Not found, 
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the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Love, which is of itself a brigade 
organization, and which has been temporarily attached to this brigade. 
The brigade entered the present campaign with an aggregate effective 
of 2,100 men. It now numbers but little over 400 aggregate effective, 
and the difference has been occasioned principally by the casualties of 
battle. Before it became part of the army commanded by Lieutenant- 
General Early it had met the enemy this year in two hard-fought bat- 
tles, where it encountered vastly superior numbers; first at Cloyd’s 
farm, May 9, where it fought the Eighth Army Corps, U. S. Army, 
commanded by General Crook, and again on June 5, at Piedmont, 
Augusta [OSounty], where, in conjunction with a small force of dis- 
mounted cavalry and the Forty-fifth Regiment of Infantry, it fought 
the command of General Hunter, which afterward penetrated to Lynch- 
burg, Va. The sacrifices which it was compelled to make in fighting 
these battles was necessary for the country, and accordingly its losses 
were very heavy. These facts are mentioned to show that the present 
weakness of the brigade is occasioned by the service it has seen and 
not by the desertion and delinquency of its members. It has borne its 
full share in all the operations of this army since Lieutenant-General 
Early assumed command at Lynchburg, Va. 

The prospects of recruiting the brigade this winter are very flatter- 
ing. It is believed that many from the border and from the counties of 
Southwestern Virginia, whom the laws will bring into the field, will, if 
the opportunity is afforded them, elect to join this brigade, composed 
of men from that section. A very considerable number of prisoners, 
wounded and unwounded, in the hands of the enemy will, if exchanged, 
largely swell the ranks of the command. During the coming winter, 
too, many of our wounded, now at hospitals and private houses in 
Western Virginia, will beagain ableto join thecommand. If the oppor- 
tunity is afforded the brigade will, without doubt, be able to take the 
field next spring in numbers, if not so large as at the opening of the 
campaign of 1864, still with larger numbers than most of the brigades 
in the Confederate service. 

The men are much worn and exhausted by the fatigues of the cam- 
paign, and the regimental and company organizations are very much 
broken and are quite imperfect. In many of the companies there are 
neither commissioned nor non-commissioned officers. The brigade dis- 
cipline and general efficiency would manifestly be much improved if 
time and opportunity sufficed for a thorough revisal and reorganization 
of its several regiments and the companies belonging to them. 

In the tables of present and absent no account has been taken of 
those absent as prisoners, as they are beyond the control of the brigade 
commander, and as no place was prepared for such notice in the printed 
tables it was presumed that that subject was left exclusively for the 
department of the acting assistant adjutant-general of the brigade. 

The large number of abseutees in Forty-fifth Battalion Virginia 
Infantry is referable to the fact that this command was formed in the 
enemy’s lines, and these men, though enlisted in the command, never 
came out and have not been under our control. 

Respectfully submitted. 

HENRY G. CANNON, 
First Ineutenant, BrigadeInspector, Smith's Brigade, 
Wharton's Division, Army Valley District. 
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No. 180. 
Abstract from Inspection Report of Patton’s brigade, for September 29. 


This brigade, under the command of Brig. Gen. John Echols, entered 
upon the campaign of 1864 with 2,150 men and a full complement 
of officers on May 6. The brigade was then well armed, equipped, 
and provided with a full supply of clothing, and in a thorough state of 
discipline and efficiency. The commanding officers of the battalions 
and regiments composing the command were able and experienced offi- 
cers—graduates of military schools. Two of them, viz, Col. G. S. Pat- 
ton (Twenty-second Virginia Regiment), Lieut. Col. G. M. Edgar, were 
graduates of the Virginia Military Institute, and the third, Lieut. Col. 
Clarence Derrick (Twenty-third Virginia Battalion), was from West 
Point. The company officers generally were intelligent men, well ac- 
quainted with drill, guard, and picket duty, and all requirements neces- 
‘sary to an efficient soldier. The military bearing and appearance of 
the brigade was soldierly and imposing. 

In this thorough state of organization and discipline the brigade 
opened its campaigning with the battle of New Market, on May 13, 
under Major-General Breckinridge. From that time the Valley District 
has been the scene of its military operations to the present, with the 
exception of a short campaign with the Army of Northern Virginia 
around Richmond, in which it bore a conspicuous part in the bloody 
battle of Cold Harbor and in several other engagements of less impor- 
tance. 

During this campaign the brigade sustained heavy loss in killed and 
captured, both of officers and men. Among the wounded was the gallant 
officer, Capt. John K. Thompson, Company A, Twenty-second Virginia 
Regiment, who here received his third wound; he is now again with 
his command. 

The morning report exhibits total for duty of 266 and an aggregate 
of 275. This great and almost unprecedented reduction in fivemonths is 
due exclusively to the casualties of war. In the hard-fought battle of 
Winchester, on the 19th, the brigade organization was almost broken 
up. Col. George S. Patton, commanding the brigade, an officer of 
highest gallantry and standing and a gentleman irreproachable in char- 
acter, was left in the hands of the enemy mortally wounded. Lieut. 
Col. C. Derrick, the commanding officer c. the Twenty-third Virginia 
Battalion, and Lieut. Col. G. M. Edgar, of the Twenty-sixth Virginia Bat- 
talion, were captured while gallantly attempting to rally their com- 
mands, thus leaving the brigade without an officer above the rank of 
captain. A large majority also of the company officers, the most gallant 
and efficient, either met their deaths on the battle-field or fell captive 
into the hands of the enemy. The discipline and general efficiency of 
the brigade is much impaired by the loss of the brigade and battalion 
commanders. The officers now with the command are, with a few ex- 
ceptions, very efficient and anxious to contribute all that is in their 
power for the good of the brigade. They have not, however, commanded 
heretofore an organization larger than a battalion. 

The adjutant’s department has heretofore been conducted with great 
system and care, and complete records of orders and files of papers were 
preserved prior to the commencement of the present campaign. All of 
these papers were captured by the enemy on the first occupation of 
Staunton, and during this campaign the supply of stationery has been 
so limited that it has been a matter of impossibility to pay that atten- 
tion to this department that military usage requires. 
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This brigade is charged at almost every camp for burning rails. No 
axes are furnished. It is respectfully asked that the attention of com- 
manding general be called to the fact and a necessary number of axes 
supplied. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
WOOD BOULDIN, JR., 
Asst. Inspector-General, Patton’s Brigade, Wharton’s Division. 


No. 181. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Bryan Grimes, OC. S. Army, commanding Rodes’ 
(or Ramseur’s) division, Second Army Corps, of operations October 
18-19. 

HEADQUARTERS RODES’ DIVISION, 
October 31, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders from corps headquarters I have the 
honor of submitting the following report as the part taken by Rodes’ 
division in the action on the 19th of October, 1864: 

About dark on the evening of the 18th the division moved from camp 
on Fisher’s Hill and was halted for an hour or more near the pike‘in 
order that Major-General Gordon, in command of the force which was to 
move to the enemy’s rear, could communicate with Lieutenant-General 
Early. This halt was caused, as I unofficially learned, in consequence 
of information received that the enemy were fortifying that evening on 
their left flank. About 8 p. m. the march was resumed, and after pass- 
ing the stone bridge filed to the right and passed by a circuitous route 
around the base of Fort Mountain by a blind path, where the troops 
had to march in single file. The order of march was, Gordon, Rodes, 
Pegram. Upon reaching the Shenandoah, where crossed by the Manas- 
sas Gap Railroad, the column was halted and massed for the rear to 
close up. So soon as this was done (about 1 a.m.) we again moved 
forward, following the track of the railroad until near Buckton Station, 
where we again halted for an hour and a half, waiting the arrival of the 
cavalry, who crossed the river in advance and drove in the enemy’s 
pickets. 

About 4.30 a.m. the infantry commenced crossing the Shenandoah 
near Colonel Bowman’s house in two columns. The passage was effected 
with great rapidity and in good order, though the rear necessarily had 
to double quick for [a] distance to close up. The order of march was 
as follows: Battle, Cook, Cox, Grimes. On arriving within half a 
mile of the Valley pike Battle’s brigade was formed parallel with the 
same and moved forward in line of battle. The other brigades con- 
tinued moving by the flank for about 300 yards, when they were faced 
to the left and ordered forward, changing direction to the right. 
Battle soon struck the Highth Corps of the enemy, and charging gal- 
lantly drove them in great confusion, but was himself seriously wounded 
while nobly leading his brigade, the command of which then devolved 
on Lieutenant-Colonel Hobson, Fifth Alabama. Cook and- Cox con- 
tinued to advance, swinging to the right, driving the enemy in their 
front with but slight resistance for upward of half a mile, when Gen- 
eral Cox reporting that he was flanked on the left, a temporary halt 
was made until re-enforcements were sent forward, when these two 
brigades again advanced. Cook captured several cannon, Caissons, 
ammunition wagons, &c. This movement left a wide interval between 


Cook’s right and Battle’s left, w hich was subsequently filled by Pegram’s 
division. 
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In the meantime Grimes’ brigade was recalled from the left and 
moved by the right flank through the abandoned camp of the Eighth 
Corps, which had been completely routed, faced to the front, and 
advanced to the pike, connecting with Battle’s right. This formation 
was perfected about sunrise, the enemy being then in position on a 
small creek to the left of the pike, with their artillery on a high ridge 
in their rear and firing into our line of battle, but the smoke and fog 
obscured the troops so that their fire was inaccurate. Here Major- 
General Ramseur had skirmishers thrown to the front and to the right, 
driving the-sharpshooters of the enemy from Middletown. The divis- 
ion remained here perhaps half an hour until a battery was brought 
into position on the right of the pike, when General Ramseur again 
ordered an advance, which was made in good order and with a gallan- 
try never exceeded. In this advance Battle’s brigade charged a battery 
in its front, capturimg in addition to six guns many prisoners and a 
flag. The Sixth Corps was found posted on a hill in rear of this bat- 
tery, and made a most stubborn resistance. Grimes’ brigade was 
ordered forward and charged them most gallantly, but being greatly 
overlapped on both flanks was forced to fall back and reform after 
advancing as far as the cemetery. 

At this time there was an interval of 300 yards between this and 
Battle’s brigade. Colonel Smith’s brigade, of Wharton’s division, was 
now brought into action on Grimes’ right and charged the same wooded 
hill, but was likewise repulsed, when Woftord’s brigade, of Kershaw’s 
division, which had been ordered to report to Major-General Ramseur, 
arrived on the ground and was posted behind a stone fence to the right 
of Grimes, it not being thought advisable to move it against this strong 
position of the enemy. The artillery was at this time (about 8 a. m.) 
massed on the hills near the pike, and the infantry remained quiet 
until, by a concentrated fire from the artillery, the Sixth Corps was dis- 
lodged from its position, where they had erected temporary breast- 
works of rails, stones, &c. Upon this hill the division was reformed, 
cartridge-boxes refilled, and rested upward of an hour. 

During this time skirmishers were advanced and found that the enemy 
had again made a stand at the edge of the woods about three-quarters 
of a mile in advance. We then moved forward and joined our left to 
Kershaw’s right, halting in the road leading from Middletown and at 
right angles to the pike. Here again we halted perhaps for an hour, 
and then moved forward en echelon by brigade from the left, which 
was occupied by Cook, with Cox’s brigade in reserve, and took position 
behind a stone fence. 

During this time the enemy were firing from their artillery, engaging 
ours on the hills in our rear. Our skirmishers all the while were en- 
gaged with those of the enemy and had driven in our left, but they in 
turn were repulsed by our line of battle. In this position Grimes’ bri- 
gade was about 100 yards to the right and rear of Battle’s, with an 
interval of from 200 to 300 yards between his right and Pegram’s left. 

At 3.30 p.m. our skirmishers were driven in and the enemy advanced 
their line of battle. Grimes’ brigade was double-quicked upon the line 
with Battle to meet this advance on the part of the enemy, and Cox 
moved up on a line with Cook and _ to his left, which advance was 
repulsed most gallantly, the enemy fleeing in disorder and confusion, 
throwing down their arms and _battle-flags in their retreat. The mus- 
ketry on our left still continued to increase, and at the time our troops 
were cheering for this repulse of the enemy the line on our left was seen 
to give back and the troops to retreat without any organization. Gen- 
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eral Ramseur then ordered the different brigades of this division to fall 
back and form [behind] a stone fence about 200 yards in rear, which 
was promptly done, and the advance of the enemy in our front pre- 
vented. While holding this position the gallant and chivalrous Gen- 
eral Ramseur was mortally wounded and brought from the field. 

The troops on the left had by this time entirely given way and were 
running to the rear in great confusion. The enemy were then in front 
and to the left and rear of the left flank of this division, when they 
began to fall back in the same disorderly manner as those on the left. 
Our organization up to this time was intact. Upon the order being 
given tovetire, did so; but the stampede on the left was caught up, and 
no threats nor entreaties could arrest their flight. Great and repeated 
exertions were made’ by the officers of the higher ranks to check the 
men, but all their exertions were unavailing. Upon reaching the south 
side of Cedar Creek a few—perhaps to the number of 200—from Cook’s 
and Grimes’ brigades formed on the right of the pike near Hupp’s Hill, 
but when the stream of stragglers came running over the hill with the 
ery that the cavalry were across the creek and prepared to charge, these 
few likewise scattered and could not be kept together. Up to the hour 
of 4 p. m. the troops of this division, both officers and men, with a few 
exceptions, behaved most admirably, and were kept well in hand, but 
little plundering, and only a few shirking their duty. After that hour 
all was confusion and disorder. 

The brigade commanders conducted themselves, each and all, with 
great coolness and judgment, and are deserving of especial mention, 
using all possible-efforts to check their troops, but without success. 

The death of the brave and heroic soldier, General Ramseur, is not 
only a loss to this division but to his State and the country at large. 
No truer or nobler spirit has been sacrificed in this unjust and unholy 
war. 

The conduct of the officers composing the-staff of this division cannot 
be too highly lauded for their gallantry and efficiency. Major Peyton, 
for the coolness and promptness with which he conveyed orders on the 
field; Major Hutchinson, for his efficiency (who was captured, escaped 
from the enemy, and again captured late in the evening). Captain 
Randolph displayed his usual daring. 

Major Whiting, inspector, rendered signal service by preventing all 
straggling and plundering, and Lieutenant Richmond, aide-de-camp, 
for his assistance and alacrity in transmitting orders. 

For the conduct of others deserving especial mention you are respect- 
fully referred to reports of brigade commanders, herewith transmitted.* 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BRYAN GRIMES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Capt. S. J. C. Moors, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army Valley District. 


No. 182. 
Abstract from Inspection Report of Rodes’ division for September 30. 


Since the last report Cox’s and Grimes’ brigades have been supplied 
with nearly as much outer clothing and all the underclothing they 
require, by the State of North Carolina. Battle’s and Cook’s brigades 


*Not found. 
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have also been partially supplied, though jackets and pants are still 
badly needed in both. The wants of the command have been nearly 
supplied in the article of shoes—at least so far as the actually bare- 
footed are concerned. If a supply sufficient for convalescents, who are 
returning rapidly, and to replace shoes nearly worn out now can be 
sent as they are needed, no suffering need occur. 

I would call attention to the great scarcity of officers in the entire 
command. ‘The best and efficient officers in nearly every brigade have 
for the most part been either killed or wounded during this campaign, 
and some regiments and brigades are sadly deficient in this respect. 
Cox’s brigade has not a single field officer present, and the Fourth 
Regiment in it is commanded by a second lieutenant; Grimes’ brigade 
of five regiments has but two field officers present; Cook’s has but two, 
and Battle’s, with five regiments, only three field officers for duty. 
Some regiments have not an average of one officer to the company. 
Under these circumstances it is impossible that discipline should be 
kept unimpaired or even efficient. Comparatively, the discipline of 
the division is fair, but much impaired by the recent disaster. I would 
respectfully suggest that the deficiency in officers might be partially 
supplied by allowing temporary appointments in line and field officers, 
as in those of higher grades, and by allowing the places of officers 
detailed from their commands out of the department to be supplied in 
the regular way. There are numerous cases in the command of officers 
detailed for light duty whose companies are without an officer in con- 
sequence of the wounding and capture of the other officers belonging 
to it, and there being no vacancy, no appointment is allowed. There 
are also field officers on similar details whose places ought to be sup- 
plied. If such officers were either required to report to their commands 
or permanently retired, in order that their places might be supplied, a 
growing source of evil would be removed and the service positively 
benefited. 

Respectfully submitted. 

H. A. WHITING, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant and Insnector General. 


No. 183. 


Reports of Col. David G. Cowand, Thirty-second North Carolina Infantry, 
commanding Grimes’ brigade, of operations June 13-December 31. 


HEADQUARTERS GRIMES’ BRIGADE, 
Camp near Sutherland’s Depot, Va., March 4, 1865. 

Masor: In obedience to instructions from division headquarters I 
have the honor of making the following report of the operations of this 
command from the 13th of June, 1864, to the 1st of January, 1865: 

On the night of the 12th of. June this brigade being encamped near 
Cold Harbor, it received orders from Major-General Rodes to be in 
readiness to move at daydawn the next morning, when we took up a 
line of march in direction of Louisa Court-House and. marched to 
North Garden Depot, on the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, and 
there took the train for Lynchburg, Va. The march to the above- 
named place was very rapid and quite severe, as the weather was very 
warm. The marching was at the rate of twenty-five miles per day, but 
the men arose very cheerful. We arrived at Lynchburg just before 
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night and moved out on the road on the right of the Fair Grounds, and 
after forming a line of battle went into bivouac. During the night 
received orders to move to the left of our line at 2 a. m. I believe it 
was the intention to make an attack on the enemy at daylight. This 
brigade moved right in front and was the leading brigade of the divis- 
ion. When daylight came we found the enemy ‘had left his works and 
was moving toward Liberty. This was on the morning of the 20th of 
June. We were soon ordered to follow the enemy, which we did, tak- 
ing the old turnpike. We marched very rapidly, but overtook but very 
few of their stragglers. We marched about twenty-five miles. Next 
morning at daylight we took up the pursuit and camé up with the rear 
of the enemy at Buford’s Gap, when our skirmishers had some little 
skirmishing which lasted until dark. Next morning we moved on (the 
enemy having evacuated the gap during the night) in the direction of 
Salem. The enemy were destroying the railroad as they were moving, 
but you could see from the things thrown away that they were com- 
pletely routed. That afternoon we came to a gap in the mountains and 
found the enemy had gotten through, but not before our cavalry had 
given them quite a severe blow. We remained in camp the next day 
resting and cooking rations, both of which the men needed very much 
indeed. 

Next day we moved in the direction of Staunton, passing through 
Lexington and several small villages. At Lexington the brigade passed 
by the grave of that noble old hero Lieutenant-General Jackson at 
teverse arms and heads uncovered. Stopped near Staunton a few days 
and then moved down the pike in the direction of Winchester, and 
passed on through very rapidly. Reached Harper’s Ferry early on the 
morning of the 4th of July, and was met by only a small body of sharp- 
shooters, which were soon driven in, the sharpshooters only being 
engaged, and they soon took Bolivar Heights. Next morning the Forty- 
third North Carolina Regiment was sent in the village of Harper’s 
Ferry to relieve one of Battle’s regiments, then on picket duty. After 
getting in the village it was quite dangerous relieving the troops then 
on duty. This regiment lost several men while relieving Battle’s by 
the fire of the sharpshooters in the Maryland Heights. About night 
the Thirty-second North Carolina Regiment was ordered in the town to 
assist in doing garrison duty and to help load the wagons with the 
quartermaster’s and commissary supplies that we captured, balance of 
the brigade being near the Bolivar Heights in reserve. Next morning 
the brigade was relieved by Lewis’ brigade and moved in direction of 
Shepherdstown. Crossed the Potomac, leaving Shepherdstown to our 
left, and camped near Sharpsburg, Md. Next morning moved down 
Pleasant Valley and had some little skirmishing for a day or two, and 
then moved in the direction of Frederick City without meeting ‘with 
any opposition. The brigade, except the sharpshooters, was not 
engaged in the Monocacy fight, being held in reserve. Next day we 
took up line of march toward Washington City, and arrived at Silver 
Springs on the 11th. This brigade being the front infantry brigade in 
the army, sharpshooters were thrown out immediately and the brigade 
formed line of battle, left extending on the road known as Seventh 
Street road. After remaining there about two hours were ordered to 
the front to support the sharpshooters. 

The next morning the Fifty-third North Carolina Regiment was 
ordered down to the line of sharpshooters to Support them in case of 
an attack. All that day the enemy were firing their artillery, which 
did this brigade some little damage, wounding some 5 or 6 men of the 
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sharpshooters. Kept up a continuous firing all day, and just before 
night (the enemy having been re-enforced) began to fire at our skir- 
mish line very heavily, and then began trying to set the houses near 
our lines on fire, which they succeeded in doing, and then made an 
attempt on our line. They were driven back in our immediate front, 
but succeeded in driving the troops on our right back, which compelled 
the troops of this brigade, or rather the Fifty-third North Carolina 
Regiment and the sharpshooters, to fall back (the Thirty-second North 
Carolina Regiment was watching the right flank), and igmediately the 
Forty-third North Carolina Regiment and the Forty-fifth North Carolina 
Regiment were deployed as skirmishers and ordered to the front. 
They went up beautifully, and the men of the Fifty-third North Caro- 
lina Troops ard the sharpshooters joined in, and they soon established 
their line again on the right of the road, but the troops on the left 
could not succeed in going quite as far as their original line. The 
troops fought remarkably well indeed, being under very heavy artil- 
lery fire, and we had none replying, and besides, the enemy had decid- 
edly the advantage in position, but our men went up cheerfully and 
confidently. We were ordered to fall back that night about 1 o’clock, 
and moved off in the direction of Rockville. Marched all night that 
night and until about 3 the next day, when we rested a few hours and 
then moved on very slowly, only going a few miles during the night, 
reaching the Potomac at White’s Crossing, in a few miles of Leesburg, 
and remaining there one day. 

On the morning of the 16th we took up line of march and moved in 
direction of Snicker’s Gap. Some time during the day the enemy 
attacked our wagon train and captured a few wagons. This brigade 
was soon ordered back, but the enemy had been driven back before we 
arrived. Wethen moved on and crossed the mountain that night. 
Next day we crossed the Shenandoah and moved in direction of Charles- 
town and went into camp for a few days. About 120’clock of the 19th 
we were ordered to move out in the direction of theferryagain. After 
marching afew miles we left the road and moved direct toward the 
river. The enemy having driven the pickets back and succeeded in 
crossing, we were soon formed in line of battle. This being the second 
brigade from the right, moved forward. We soon struck the enemy 
and had quite a severe fight, but we soon drove them back, although 
we were fighting a very superior force of infantry and at a great disad- 
vantage, the enemy having several pieces of artillery playing on us 
nom the other side of the river, and we had none at all in position. 
Vur men fought desperately and were driving the enemy beautifully 
voward the river. Some of the troops of this brigade were within 
thirty steps of the enemy’s colors when the troops on the right were 
ordered back and Jeft our right so much exposed that we had to be 
swung back. In doing this the gallant Col. W. A. Owens, of the Fifty- 
third North Carolina Regiment, then commanding brigade, was mor- 
tally wounded. Colonel Owens was as gallant an officer as his State 
has in the service. Our service lost much in the fall of this officer. 
He had just returned from home that day, having been wounded on 
the 12th of May. 

I think I can safely say that if the troops on our right had held their 
position a half hour longer we would have captured a large number of 
prisoners. They were retreating as rapidly as they could, and from 
what was seen afterward they must have been taken or drowned, as 
the river was quite deep in their rear. The brigade suffered very 
severely in this fight. The Forty-fifth North Carolina Regiment was 
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not in this fight, it being on picket duty at another ford at the time the 
fight was going on. The officers and men behaved as well as troops 
could. Next day we remained in camp near the battle-field, and that 
night moved off in direction of Millwood, and rested at that place for a 
few-hours, when we again moved off in direction of Newtown, and then 
down toward Winchester to support Ramseur’s division, which had 
been engaged that day. Next day we fell back slowly to Fisher’s Hill, 
where we remained a few days, and then threw up a line of intrench- 
ments. On the morning of the 24th we again moved down the Valley. 
At Kernstown we formed a line of battle and threw out the sharp- 
shooters. They soon moved forward, and, some other troops coming 
up.on the flank of the enemy, soon routed them, and we chased them 
to Winchester, where they made another stand. This brigade, with 
the. balance of the division, was double-quicked around on the right 
flank to try to cut off some cavalry. The enemy, seeing the movement, 
soon began to retreat again in great confusion. We followed them as 
rapidly as we could, but could scarcely keep in sight. They destroyed 
a good many wagons, caissons, &c., and threw away everything that 
could impede them. Although this was one of the rear brigades when 
the retreat commenced, it was when it ended in front of everything 
else except the cavalry, and a good part of the time up with that. 
Next morning we moved on down toward Bunker Hill and toward 
Martinsburg, where we tore up the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. We 
then moved up and down the turnpike from Bunker Hill and the 
Potomac. 

On the 5th of August we crossed the Potomac at Williamsport and 
marched towards Boonsborough, and wentincamp. Nextday recrossed 
the river and moved up the Valley. We then moved up and down the 
Valley for some days, one day running the enemy and the next fall- 
ing back. On the 17th some of the troops had a fight at Winches- 
ter. This brigade was not engaged. On the 21st we moved in the 
direction of Charlestown. We struck the enemy near Charlestown. 
Our sharpshooters were sent to the front, and they had quite a severe 
fight and were being driven back when the Forty-third North Carolina 
Regiment was ordered out to their support, and they soon checked the 
enemy. This regiment and the sharpshooters suffered a good deal. 
That night the enemy fell back and we followed them through Charles- 
town and formed line of battle just beyond the town, and remained 
there until the 25th, when we were relieved by a brigade of Kershaw’s 
division, and mdved toward Shepherdstown. Had considerable skir- 
mishing with the enemy’s cavalry, but amounting to almost nothing, 
they falling back faster than we could follow. The next day we marched 
back and camped near Leetown, and next moved back to Bunker Hill, 
where we remained several days. Then we moved down the Valley and 
back again several times, when we were ordered to Berryville to sup- 
port General Anderson. 

Next day we moved back and attacked the enemy’s cavalry near 
Stephenson’s Station. We drove them back very rapidly and in great 
confusion, but the brigade lost several men. We then remained near 
Bunker Hill several days, moving first one way and then the other, 
having several skirmishes with the enemy’s cavalry and driving them 
back on all these occasions. 

On the morning of the 19th of September we received marching 
orders and we moved up to Stephenson’s Station, formed line of battle, 
and waited further orders. After remaining there from a half to one 
hour received orders to move toward Winchester. This was the first 
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brigade of the division. When we arrived in four miles of Winchester 
we found both Gordon’s and Ramseur’s divisions fighting. We faced to 
the front and moved forward. Just as we struck the woods we met our 
cavalry falling back and the brigade went in with a yell, and had only 
gone a short distance when we struck the enemy and commenced driv- 
ing them back before us, we gaining ground to the right, and at one 
time moved to the right by the flank, trying to make connection with 
Ramseur’s division. The brigade moved in fine order and without any 
hesitation for some distance through an open field beyond any other 
troops. If the balance of the troops had pushed forward like this bri- 
gade we would have driven the enemy from the field. Finally, we were 
ordered back and took position on a hill in line with the balance of the 
troops and held that position (although we were suffering very severely 
indeed) until late in the evening, when we were ordered back, as the 
troops on the left had given way. It fell back in good order beyond 
Winchester and that night moved toward Fisher’s Hill. During this 
day’s hard fighting the brigade acted as well as men could, particularly 
while holding the hill they had fallen back te. They were suffering 
very severely from artillery and musketry fire. 

On the morning of the 20th of September the brigade, with the bal- 
ance of the army, reached Fisher’s Hill and formed a line of battle on 
the left of the army. Remained there until the morning of the 22d, 
when the enemy moved upin our front and soon threw out their sharp- 
shooters and moved forward their line of battle. The sharpshooters of 
this brigade were warmly engaged for some time, and finally charged 
by heavy force of cavalry, but very handsomely repulsed them. The 
battle soon became general, but after a short time our cavalry gave 
way on the left, being flanked by a heavy force of infantry, and fell 
back in confusion. The Forty-fifth and Thirty-second North Carolina 
Regiments and Second North Carolina Battalion were moved rapidly 
to the left to their support, and for some time fought successfully the 
whole force of the enemy, and did not retire until nearly surrounded 
and being fired at in front, flank, and rear. The Forty-fifth North Caro- 
lina Troops acted very gallantly on this occasion. This part of the 
brigade suffered very heavily from this fire. At this time the whole 
army had given way and were falling back very rapidly. It retreated 
toward Mount Jackson and camped near this place, forming line of 
battle on the right of the army, right resting on the Shenandoah River. 
On the next morning the enemy made its appearance, and soon engaged 
our sharpshooters, which lasted until night. At night we fell back to 
Rude’s Hill, and formed line of battle on right of the army. In the 
morning fell back in line, the enemy pursuing vigorously. This brigade, 
with our whole army, fell back in good order, under a very heavy 
artillery and often musketry fire for more than twelve miles. Both 
officers and men acted well. The brigade left the turnpike, taking the 
left toward Port Republic, reaching there the following day, and then 
moved up toward Brown's Gap, camping several days, and then mov- 
ing out and up to Waynesborough. Camped here for several days, and 
then moved down toward New Hope, and after camping here for a few 
days moved down the Valley toward Harrisonburg. The enemy had 
fallen back, and the brigade went into camp at New Market for some 
days, and then moved down the Valley to Fisher’s Hill and camped for 
several days. ’ 

On the night of the 16th of October this brigade was mounted behind 
Rosser’s cavalry and moved on the right flank and rear of the enemy, 
surprising and capturing a picket of thirty men. The men then had a 
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very hard march back to camp, reaching there late in the evening. On 
the evening of the 18th of October the brigade was ordered to move at 
sunset, and with the balance of the army left camp, crossing the turn- 
pike and moving down the Shenandoah River toward Front Royal. It 
was quite a long and tiresome march, often climbing in one rank around 
the brow of mountains. It was also quite cold, and when the men 
halted to rest they suffered much, having forded the river and not able 
on account of the proximity of the enemy to have fires. At daylight 
we crossed the Shenandoah River and moved rapidly to the right of 
the army, forming in line, and soon struck the enemy and drove them 
rapidly for some time, when we were halted and remained for some time 
under a very heavy artillery fire, losing many men from it, our right 
flank being exposed. The Thirty-second North Carolina Regiment was 
deployed as sharpshooters, and going to the left moved forward in line 
with the brigade. The Forty-fifth and Forty-third North Carolina 
Regiments were also detached to support other troops on the left. The 
brigade then moved forward under heavy fire, the Thirty-second as a 
line of sharpshooters following the enemy through Middletown. The 
enemy made a stand on a very high and temporarily fortified hill, and 
the Fifty-third North Carolina troops and Second North Carolina Bat- 
talion were ordered to charge them, which they did with a yell, driving 
them back for some distance, but, being unsupported on either flank, 
soon had to retire, the enemy moving on both flanks. In falling back 
they lost heavily in good men. 

In this charge both officers and men acted very handsomely, and fell 
back stubbornly, resisting the-overwhelming numbers of the enemy. 
Lieutenant Murray, Company A, Fifty-third North Carolina Troops, 
then acting adjutant of this regiment, acted with distinguished _ gal- 
lantry. These two regiments, with the balance of the brigade, were soon 
reformed and moved forward again, but the enemy had fallen back. 
The brigade followed. In this charge these two regiments lost many 
good and gallant men. The whole army soon halted, formed line, and 
then moved forward for about half a mile, halting for ashort time; then 
moved forward again, the enemy still falling back, and after passing 
beyond Middletown for some distance the whole army was halted, and 
remained inactive for several hours. During this time the enemy had 
rallied his army and brought up fresh troops. At about 3.30 p. m. 
moved forward. Soon our sharpshooters became engaged, and then 
their line in front of this brigade moved forward in a charge. The 
brigadier-general commanding this brigade ordered a counter-charge, 
which the men readily obeyed with a yell, and met the enemy and 
drove them in great confusion from the field. Soon the troops on 
the left fell back a short distance, and we were ordered to fall back 
and form on them, which we did. The troops on the extreme left 
had given way in much confusion, and soon orders reached us to 
fall back; and after crossing the creek we found the enemy were 
between us and Strasburg on the turnpike. The brigade, with much 
of the army, turned to the left, crossing the river twice below the 
town, and reaching the turnpike again at Fisher’s Hill about 10 p. 
m. We were then ordered to move toward New Market, but soon 
camped near the pike a part of the night, leaving before day toward 
New Market, which we reached the same day. Remained there in camp 
reorganizing and drilling for some weeks. Then moved to the rear of 
New Market to new camp, remaining there for several weeks. 

On 22d of November the enemy’s cavalry in heavy force moved up as 
high as Mount Jackson, driving in our cavalry. We moved down to 
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Rude’s Hill with the balance of the army, formed line of battle, and 
threw out our sharpshooters, which, with the line, drove the enemy back 
rapidly in the direction of Mount Jackson. Our sharpshooters followed 
them for several miles, but could not overtake them. We returned. to 
camp, remaining there until the 14th of December, when we took up a 
line of march for Staunton, Va., which we reached on the evening of 
the 15th, and then took the train for Richmond, arriving there on the 
night of the 16th; then came to Dunlop’s Station and went into winter 
quarters on Swift Creek, near the turnpike, where the brigade has since 
been stationed. 
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. G. COWAND, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Maj. G. PEYTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS GRIMES’ BRIGADE, 
October 30, 1864. 

Masor: I have the honor to report the part taken by this brigade 
in the late engagement of 19th at Cedar Creek, Va.: 

It, with the other brigades of the division, moved on the evening and 
night of the 18th to the right and below the town of Strasburg, Va., 
until it reached the road leading to Front Royal, and thence down this 
road until it had turned the left flank of the enemy on the opposite 
side of the river; there halted and waited until daylight, when it 
crossed the river, and with the other troops attacked and drove the 
enemy from their camps and-beyond Middletown. When near this 
point three of the regiments were thrown out as skirmishers—Thirty- 
second North Carolina troops on the right, Forty-fifth and Forty-third 
on the left and to the front. The enemy had made a stand on a high 
and strongly-protected hill. The brigade was ordered to charge and 
drive the enemy from this position. In this charge the Fifty-third and 
Second North Carolina Battalion, with a few men from Forty-fifth and 
Forty-third, drove the enemy up and nearly off the hill, but having no 
support on their right (other troops failing to come up in time) they 
were temporarily checked and had to fall back. The brigadier soon 
reformed them and they moved forward again, but found the enemy 
had evacuated the position. After this the brigade moved forward, 
under a slight shelling from the enemy, and formed ‘a new line. Here 
the army rested for several hours, when the enemy formed and charged 
this part of the line. This brigade was ordered to make a counter- 
charge and meet the enemy, which it did very handsomely, with a yell 
and two volleys. The enemy broke and ran back, leaving one color 
and many men lying in our front. We remained here for some time, 
when we were ordered back to a line in rear. This was soon formed, 
and here remained until the left of the army gave way, when we were 
ordered to fall back, which we did, and retired with the army to Fisher’s 
Hill. 

The brigade lost 11 killed and 108 wounded and afew prisoners. All 
the missing, with a few exceptions, have returned. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. G. COWAND, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 
Maj. G. PEYTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Report of Col. John R. Winston, Forty-fifth North Carolina Infantry, 
commanding Forty-third and Forty-fifth North Carolina Infantry, 
of operations October 19. 


Hpagrs. 43p. AND 45TH NoRTH CAROLINA TROOPS, 
October 30, 1864: 


LIEUTENANT: In obedience to orders from brigade headquarters, I 
have the honor to submit the following report of the part the two reg1- 
ments under my command took in the battle of Cedar Creek on the 
19th instant: 

We had crossed the pike, when we came in closer range of the enemy. 
It is useless to mention what happened before, more than the fact that 
the men went through a camp just as it was deserted, with hats, boots, 
blankets, tents, and such things as tempt our soldiers, scattered over 
it, and after diligent inquiry I heard of but one man who even stooped 
to pick up a thing. He got a hat, and has charges preferred against 
him. Under orders, I deployed the Forty-fifth Regiment as skirmish- 
ers in front of the brigade after we had crossed the pike. It moved 
forward some 200 or 300 yards, when it was halted and ordered to lie 
down under a heavy artillery fire, several having been struck with 
shell’ I was ordered back to take command of the Forty-third Regi- 
ment, having left Captain Wharton in command of the Forty-fifth. 
The whole line then moved forward. Instead of striking the enemy’s 
line squarely face to face, our brigade, being on the right, would have 
struck their line in an angling direction; but this would expose our 
right flank to too distressing a fire, as the left of the Sixth Corps was 
strongly posted on the pike on the woody eminence near which our 
right would have crossed. Colonel Cowand having been detached with 
the Thirty-second as skirmishers on the pike, the balance of his com- 
mand (Fifty-third and Second Battalion) had no commander. When 
they (composing the right of our brigade) began to be much annoyed 
from the fire above mentioned, in obedience to orders, I assumed com- 
mand of them, and they moved squarely to the right and gallantly ran 
the enemy from the woods, and for some time held their ground against 
great odds, firing both from flank and front and in close range. 

I take pleasure in mentioning this splendid conduct of these troops 
because their brave commander was in another part of the field and 
had not the opportunity of observing them as I did. My own regiments 
moved straight forward with the rest of the army. As above mentioned, 
I did not have the pleasure of going with them; but their conduct was 
such as usually characterizes sons of our dear old State. The colors at 
one time were in twenty or thirty steps of the enemy. Here we lost 
Lieutenant Vines, Company E, Forty-third. Iunhesitatingly pronounce 
him one of the most efticient officers of his grade in our service; no one 
was braver. 

After the Sixth Corps had been repulsed nothing notable occurred 
till late in the evening, when the enemy made his final charge. Our 
brigade was ordered forward to meet him; so all moved off together, 
and after a few rounds the enemy retreated in confusion. Soon our own 
army began to fall back in confusion on the left and then to stampede. 
My command, with the brigade, fell back according to orders, to a first 
and then to a second line; but the stampede soon became so mixed no 
officer whose men had fallen back far, and particularly on the left of 
the pike, could find his men. My flag was for some time in rear of our 
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army. I had to hurry up the color bearer for fear the colors would be 
captured, and the enemy reaching Strasburg first, my colors accom- 
panied me, with many others, around the left of Fisher's Hill. 

Until the stampede began the conduet of ofticers and men, with very 
few exceptions, was very commendable. Even then the color bearer, 
Sergeant Barnes, Company ©, Forty-third, deported himself (1 use the 
strongest term) as well as it was possible for man to do. My command 
acted well till the stampede began. With the co-operation of officers 
and men, should our army be disgraced with another staiapede, under 
the direction of God, my command will not. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN R. WINSTON, 
Colonel. 
Lieut. A. W. GREEN, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant. General. 


No. 185. 


Abstract from Inspection Report of Gordon’s division, Early’s corps, for 
August 21. 


There has been but one regular inspection of troops in this division 
since it left Richmond on the 13th of June last. It will sufficiently 
account for this to say that since this date to the present time it has 
performed 800 miles of route marching, independent of movements in 
the presence of the enemy; that it has been engaged in seventeen 
battles and skirmishes, some of which have lasted through two and 
three days, and in which it has captured 500 prisoners, and that it has 
been almost constantly in the presence of the enemy, either in the 
advance or in retreat. Under such circumstances regular inspections 
have been impossible, and inspectors have been compelled to make 
their observations whilst moving along the column on the march. On 
leaving Staunton in the latter part of June the transportation of Lieu- 
tenant-General Early’s command wa’ reduced so as to allow neither 
company nor field officers an ounce of baggage, except such as they 
conld carry themselves or on their horses; hence records have been 
left behind and reports are irregular and incomplete. For the same 
reasons officers of the quartermaster’s and commissary departments 
lave been compelled to leave the most of their papers in rear and 
carry only such as were indispensable. 

The discipline in this command is lax. It will be remembered that 
York’s brigade is composed of the discordant fragments of Hays’ and 
Stafford’s brigades, and that Terry’s is made up of the remnants of the 
Stonewall, Jones’, and Steuart’s brigades, formerly of Johnson’s divis- 
ion, comprising the remains of fourteen regiments. Both officers and 
men bitterly object to their consolidation into one brigade. Strange 
officers command strange troops, and the difficulties of fusing this in- 
congruous mass are enhanced by constant marching and frequent 
engagements. Evans’ brigade has lost by casualty so many and such 
valuable officers as to interfere seriously with its good management. 
I am pleased to be able to add that the discipline of the command is 
improving, and that in spite of all defects, the division has fought 
with conspicuous gallantry and constant success. The clothing of the 
troops, though poor, is better than could be expected in so active a 
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campaign, and under the difficulties of transporting supplies so great 
a distance. Ordnance stores have been supplied to the full extent of 
need from battle-fields, and it has been a matter of regret that want of 
transportation has prevented our saving more ordnance supplies from 
the same source. Our animals have been worked hard and very poorly 
supplied with grain; grazing and hay have, however, been abundant, 
and they are in excellent condition. The troops have been well sup- 
plied with rations of flour and beef, to which the country has added 
milk, butter, and vegetables; are consequently in good health. 
EDWIN L. MOORE, 
Major and Assistant Inspector- General. 


{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
INSPECTOR-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
September 10, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

Special attention called to the remarks of Major Moore, which show 
the embarrassmerts under which the two consolidated brigades of this 
division suffer. The troops of the old organizations feel that they have 
lost their identity, and are without the chance of perpetuating the dis- 
tiuet and separate history of which they were once so proud. This 
loss of prestige must excite to some extent a feeling of discontent, but 
itis gratifying to know that the men and officers still fight with “ con- 
spicuous gallantry and constant success.” 

H. E. PEYTON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


No. 186, 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Lunsford L. Lomax, 0. S. Army, commanding 
Cavalry Division, of operations September 19-November 2 and 12. 


HEADQUARTERS LOMAX’S CAVALRY IDIVISION, 
November 2, 1864. 

MaJsor: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by this division on October 19, 1864, to this date: 

Previous to the above period portions of this command were daily 
skirmishing with the enemy on an extensive picket-line or in a direct 
attack made by our troops. On three separate occasions different 
brigades moved to Martinsburg, driving the enemy beyond that place,. 
destroying the railroad or preventing the enemy from repairing it. On 
the 19th of September (the day of the battle of Winchester) my com- 
mand was divided, in consequence of a portion of the army with Jack- 
son’s brigade of cavalry having moved to Martinsburg on the day 
previous and McCausland’s and Imboden’s brigades having relieved a 
portion of the infantry at Bunker Hill. Jolnson’s brigade, on picket 
on the line of the Opequon, received the enemy’s attack, but was soon 
driven to the infantry support. It was then moved to the right of the 
line, where it remained during the rest of the engagement, one-half 
being dismounted and deployed on the right of the infantry skirmishers. 
The enemy threatening to turn our right, Jackson’s brigade and after- 
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ward Wickham’s was moved to that flank. By direction of General 
Fitz Lee I took immediate charge of the cavalry on the right. The 
enemy frequently attacked the right of the line, but made no impres- 
Sion, and the brigades held their position until late in the evening, and 
when ordered to withdraw did so unbroken and in good order. Wick- 
ham’s brigade was not engaged on the right, but sent to the support of 
the cavalry on our left, who were immediately under the command of 
Maj. Gen. Fitz Lee. For the part taken by Imboden’s and MeCaus- 
land’s brigades on that day I refér you to General Lee’s report.* John- 
son’s and Jackson’s brigades were the last to leave the field, and 
covered the retreat and flank of our army, which was threatened from 
the Millwood road. 

On the 22d of September my division, with the exception of McCaus- 
land’s brigade, was dismounted and placed on the left of the line at 
Fisher’s Hill and directed to throw up works continuous with those of 
the infantry. This line was over one mile long and to be occupied by 
about 1,000 men. On the left of my lne was an open wood, about 
three-quarters of a mile to the mountain, waich I could only occupy by 
a thin line of skirmishers. Having only a few intrenching tools, bor- 
rowing from time to time from the infantry, and the short time of my 
occupation, the line was not made a strong one; it was naturally very 
weak. I was notified by the lieutenant-general commanding about 12 
o’clock that the enemy were massing on the left (my front). I imme- 
diately took every means to strengthen my line and to increase my 
force by taking men from the led horses. About 4 p. m. I discovered 
a force of the enemy moving perpendicular to my line of works and 
about half a mile to the left, on the side of the mountain. I imme- 
diately changed my front to meet his force, notifying the nearest divis- 
ion infantry commander of the fact, and asking that the works left by 
me should be immediately occupied. I met the force from the mountain 
(about two brigades) and drove them back some distance, but the 
works on my right (my original front) not being occupied as I expected, 
the enemy advanced on that front and moved on my rear. The in- 
fantry failed to come to my support; I was forced to fall back; rallied 
on the next line, where I found an infantry brigade, which was the 
third that had been sent to my support. This brigade was unbroken 
and had not fired a shot. I formed most of my men on the left of this 
command and tried to urge them forward. The cavalry advanced; the 
infantry broke and ran. . I then withdrew my command, seeing that 
the whole army was falling back, my men being well together and one 
brigade (Imboden’s) preserving its organization unbroken. MecCaus- 
land’s brigade was not engaged at Fisher’s Hill, being detached to 
picket the gaps in the rear. 

I will mention in connection with this engagement that the cavalry, 
being on the left and the first attacked, are generally supposed to have 
been the first to give way, and are accountable for the disaster of that 
day. Iwill state that the infantry brigades sent to the support of the 
cavalry broke whilethe cavalry were still engaged and did not reach the 
point of attack. That the only fighting done on the left of the line was 
by the cavalry, and I believe if they had been supported that the 
enemy would have been forced back. ; 

On the 26th of September the enemy attacked and drove in my 
picket near Port Republic. McCausland’s and Imboden’s brigades 
were moved out, dismounted, and checked the enemy’s advance after a 
severe engagement. 


4 Not found. 
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October 2, attacked Wilson’s division of cavalry on the south side of 
the river at Bridgwater and drove them across and beyond. In this 
engagement Lee’s division, commanded by General Wickham, partici- 
pated. On the 6th of October I received notice that the enemy was 
falling back from Harrisonburg, and I was directed. by the lieutenant- 
general commanding to send a portion of my command through the 
Luray Valley and to follow the enemy with the remainder (see accom- 
panying order from General Early, marked A).* McCausland’s bri- 
gade was on duty holding Swift Run and Brown’s Gaps and. could not 
join mein time to take part in the pursuit. Imboden’s brigade was 
ordered to move through the Luray Valley. With Jackson’s and John- 
son’s brigades, numbering about 800 men effective, I moved to Keezle- 
town, and the next morning found the enemy in small force (infantry) 
about two miles above Mount Jackson. They retired rapidly. I suc- 
ceeded in capturing about twenty prisoners and saved two mills and 
several barns which they had prepared to burn. I pursued beyond 
Mount Jackson, and, on the hill above Edenburg, found the enemy’s 
infantry drawn up in line of battle. At this time there was but one 
squadron of the enemy’s cavalry in my front. I was in advance (on 
the turnpike) of General Rosser’s command, which was then engaged 
with the enemy’s cavalry on the Back road. I withdrew my com- 
mand and encamped about five miles below Mount Jackson, and 
notified the commanding general of the position of the enemy in 
line. Our forces were at that time at New Market. Near dark a 
division of the enemy’s cavalry came across from Rosser’s front and 
engaged my pickets until dark, the infantry retiring. Receiving 
orders. to follow the enemy (see accompanying paper marked B),* I 
moved at daylight and found a picket of two regiments of cavalry at 
Edenburg. Drove them to Woodstock, at which place I found a bri- 
gade of cavalry drawn up beyond the town and the placein flames. The 
picket was charged through the town and the supportrouted. Pushing 
on to the Four-Mile House I again found the infantry formed in line of 
battle and received the fire of their skirmish line. Still being in 
advance of General Rosser, | withdrew to Woodstock, notifying Gen- 
erals Karly and Rosser of the enemy in force in my front. After moy- 
ing into camp, hearing General Rosser engaged on the Back road, I 
again advanced and engaged the enemy until dark to prevent them from 
concentrating on his front. Receiving orders from the lieutenant-gen- 
eral commanding to push on in the morning, I notified General Rosser 
of my intention to advance at daylight. Icould see but two brigades of 
cavalry in my front, which had advanced sinee the night before. I 
drove them back to their infantry support. Hearing the firing on Gen- 
eral Rosser’s front retiring rapidly, and stragglers coming from his 
command with the statement that his force was broken, I withdrew my 
force slowly, the enemy pressing. As long as the country was broken 
and wooded my command retired in good order and checked the enemy 
from making a rapid pursuit. The enemy at this tine brought a column 
from the Back road, which advanced steadily on my left while I was 
engaged in front. On reaching the open and unbroken country at 
Woodstock the enemy charged Johnson’s bri gade, which was com- 
pletely broken. I was unable to rally this command. The brigade on 
the right of the road was unbroken and was detached to meet the force 
advancing on the left, and retired in good order. The enemy pursued 
in force to Hdenburg, a small party following to Mount Jackson.. 


*Not found. 
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In this engagement I lost four pieces of artillery, only three of which 
were serviceable, one being dismounted the day before. The pieces 
were lost on account of the miserable condition of the horses. This 
battery (the Baltimore Battery) had just been newly equipped for the 
field. The officers and men did all they could to save the pieces after 
their horses gaye out, unlimbering and firing until the enemy reached 
them. Each piece was lost singly. In the engagement I had but 800 
effective men, and was opposed by a division in my front and a brigade 
on my left (see Sheridan’s official report). The officers and men can- 
not be blamed for giving way when charged in such heavy force, having 
no arms to resist a charge mounted, not a saber or pistol being in the 
command, My command being at one time twenty-seven miles from 
any infantry support, without proper arms or discipline, will explain in 
a measure why the rout was so complete. 

On the 18th instant my command, with the exception of McCaus- 
land’s brigade, was ordered to Front Royal, to co-operate with the 
forces moving on the turnpike and to advance to Newtown or Win- 
chester, as circumstances would admit (see accompanying order, 
marked D).* I found the enemy in small force at Guard Hill; they 
retired rapidly in the direction of Cedarville. On reaching the latter 
place I waited to communicate with the lieutenant-general commanding 
at Middletown. Not being able to hear from him, and judging from 
the firing that the enemy were being driven, I advanced on the Win- 
chester road, intending to strike the pike near Kernstown, in the 
enemy’s rear. On reaching a point six miles from Winchester it was 
evident from the firing that our forces were retiring and that the firing 
was above Newtown. I moved toward the latter place, hoping to 
strike the flank of the enemy while engaged with our forces. On 
reaching a point one mile from Newtown I was informed by scouts and 
citizens that our troops were being rapidly driven back and were at 
that time beyond Middletown. I then endeavored to strike the pike 
at Middletown, but found it occupied by the enemy in force. Having 
been unable to communicate with General Early through the day, and 
it being evident from the reports of stragglers and citizens that our 
troops had been driven back rapidly and to Strasburg, I decided to 
cross the river at Buckton Station and communicate from that point 
with General Early. I was unable to communicate from that point, 
our forces haying fallen back beyond Fisher’s Hill. My train being at 
Front Royal I moved to that place and awaited orders, which I 
received (see accompanying order marked —*) at. daylight on the 
morning of the 20th, and moved my command to Milford. I met but a 
small force of the enemy—one brigade of cavalry, with two pieces of 
artillery. re Caper lik asolly 

In conelusion, I will state that this division has been wanting in 
organization, in discipline, and arms; that it is composed of good mate- 
rial. The senior officers are generally willing and equal to perform the 
duties required, and by proper instruction and attention will be able to 
make their commands equal to others who have had the benefit of 


longer service. 
dies L. L. LOMAX, 
Mojor-General, OU. S. Cavalry. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 
Adjutant-General Cavalry Corps. 


* Not found. 
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OAMP NEAR MiLForD, November 15, 1864. 


Caprain: I reached this point with my command aboutila.m. I 
inclose a report of the engagement of McCausland’s brigade.* I trust 
his loss in prisoners is overestimated; the prisoners are coming rapidly. 
He had three regiments dismounted and the enemy charged in an open 
field. The general states that Merritt came in on the Newtown and 
Nineveh roads, and until then he had been successful. The ground 
shows evidence of a hard fight. My advance reached Cedarville about 
half an hour after the enemy left. I had not heard of the enemy being 
so low down on that road until after I passed through Cedarville. 

Respectfully, 
L. lL. LOMAX. 

Capt. W. K. MARTIN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 187. 


Report of Brig. Gen. John McCausland, C. 8. Army, commanding bri- 
gade, of operations November 12. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
November 13, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following brief report of 
the engagement on yesterday between my brigade and the cavalry of 
the enemy: 

As you are aware I was left at Cedarville to guard the Winchester 
and Front Royal pike, and also the Cedarville and Middletown road. 
About 11 a.m. November 12 scouts reported the enemy advancing. I 
at once formed my command across the road, and put the two pieces of 
artillery under Captain Lurty in position so as to command the road. 
Soon the enemy drove in the pickets and advanced, They were soon 
checked and were afterward driven back. They formed and attacked 
the second time and wererepulsed. I then advanced and drove Powell’s 
division two miles, when he was re-enforced by a command supposed 
to be a division. They advanced, charged, broke my lines, and drove 
me to Front Royal, capturing the artillery and about 100 prisoners. I 
lost 10 killed and about 60 wounded. Owing to the absence of many 
officers I cannot state exactly the number of men killed, wounded, and 
missing, and the above may be considered as the nearest approximation 
that can now be inade. I made the best fight that could be made with 
the same number of men, and I considered it absolutely necessary to 
fight on account of the great danger that would have resulted had I 
fallen back to Guard Hill, and thereby exposed the whole Valley pike 
at Middletown to the enemy. 

We have to regret the loss of many brave men and officers. Capt. C. 
I. Harvie, assistant adjutant and inspector general, mortally wounded ; 
Lieut. Col. J. T. Radford, mortally wounded; Lieut. Col. J. A. Gibson, 
wounded and left near Cedarville; several lieutenants also wounded. 

The meu and officers behaved with great gallantry. The fight lasted 
from 12 m., to 3.30 p. m. 

Tam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. McCAUSLAND, 


- Brigadier. General. 
Japt. W. K. MARTIN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* See nexti, post. 
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Report of Col. Hdwin G. Lee, Thirty-third Virginia Infantry, of oper- 
ations September 28, 


AFTON, September 29, 1864. 
We whipped the enemy handsomely yesterday evening. Wickham’s 
cavalry joined with my little command. We drove the enemy way 
beyond Waynesborough. If I have been promoted please send the 
official evidence of it to Waynesborough. 
K. G. LEE, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
General KEMPER. 


AUGUST 9-OCTCBER 14, 1864.—Mosby’s operations. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Capt. Richard Blazer, Ninety-first Ohio Infantry, commanding Independent 
Scouts, of operations August 18-October 25. 

No. 2.—Col. Henry 8. Gansevoort, Thirteenth New York. Cavalry, of operations 
September 8-15, September 24, and October 14. 

No. 3.—Record of Board of Inquiry to investigate attack on Union supply train 
August 13. 

No. 4.—General Robert E. Lee, C.8. Army, of operations August 13, October 4 and 14. 

No. 5.—Lieut, Col. John S, Mosby, Forty-third Virginia Cavalry Battalion. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Capt. Richard Blazer, Ninety-first Ohio Infantry, command- 
ing Independent Scouts, of operations August 18-October 24. 


MYERS’ ForpD, VA., September 4, 1864. 


Sir: I came upon Mosby’s guerrillas, 200 strong, at this place, and 
after a sharp fight of thirty minutes we succeeded in routing him, driv- 
ing them three miles, over fences and through corn-fields. They fought 
with a will, but the seven-shooters proved too much for them. My loss 
is 1 killed and 4 wounded, | severely; his is, 1 commissioned officer and 
6 privates killed, and 1 commissioned officer and 4 privates. wounded. 
I have 6 prisoners; the circumstances ave such that I am compelled to 
send them in. I have my wounded and entire command over the river. 
I will move to Charlestown to night. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. BLAZER, 
Captain, Commanding Scouts. 
Captain BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS INDEPENDENT Scouts, 
Middletown, Va., October 24, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor of submitting the following report of the 
operations of my cominand since the 18th of August: 
On the 18th, learning that a party of Mosby’s guerrillas were in the 
vicinity of Myerstown, I proceeded to that place and overtook them 
near the Shenandoah River, and after a chase of three miles I drove, 
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them across the river, capturing one prisoner. The army having fallen 
back to Halltown, on the 25th, according to your orders, I went into 
Loudoun County, and after operating for several days I killed five of 
Mosby’s gang and captured three prisoners. The army. having again 
advanced to Berryville, on the night of the 3d of September I learned 
that Mosby with a considerable force was at Snickersville. Early on 
the morning of the 4th I crossed the river at Backus’ Ford and moved 
up the river to where I could get up the mountain through the woods. 
I Struck the pike east of the top of the mountain and moved on their 
camp. Finding that he had left during the night in the direction of 
Charlestown, I determined to follow. I recrossed the mountain through 
Lewis’ Gap, and by a forced march I overtook ‘them about 2 p. m. at 
Myers’ Ford, and after a spirited fight of several minutes I completely 
routed them, with a loss.on his part of 13 killed, 6 wounded, 5 pris- 
oners, and 17 horses; my loss was 1 killed and 6 wounded. Since that 
I have had several small affairs with them, in which I have always 
defeated them, except twice. On the 20th Lieutenant Ewing with five 
men was attacked on the Berryville pike near the Opequon by a supe- 
rior force aud was all captured except himself. On the 23d Sergeant 
Fuller, of the Fifth Virginia Infantry, with ten men was attacked near 
Summit Point by fifty or sixty guerrillas; he fought them until he was 
overpowered and four of his men were killed, one wounded, and the 
rest all captured but three, who made their escape. 

Having learned that a man by the name of Marshall was recruiting 
a company in the vicinity of Ashby’s Gap, and that they were to organ- 
ize on the 25th, I proceeded to their reported rendezvous near White 
Post, and completely surprised them, getting Marshall and four of his 
men, and capturing all his papers. In another affair below Front 
Royal I left eight of his murderers to keep company with some that 
[were] left by General Custer; these, with a number of others that I 
have picked up through the country, make an aggregate in killed, 44; 
wounded, 12; and prisoners, including 2 captured in the advance to 
Cedar Creek the first time, 12. 

My entire loss is 5 men killed, 7 wounded, and 8 prisoners. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. BLAZER, 
Captain, Commanding Independent Scouts. 


ASSISTANT ADJUTAWT-GENERAL, ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA. 


No. 2. 


Reports. of Col. Henry 8. Gansevoort, Thirteenth New York Cavalry, 
of operations September 8-15, September 24, and October 14. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH NEw Yorr CAVALRY, 
Near Falls Church, Va., September 15, 1864. 
Smr: I have the honor to report that according to orders from head- 
quarters cavalry brigade a portion of the regiment, numbering 210 dis- 
mounted and 63 mounted men, including the brigade scouts, moved 
under my command, on scout on the night of the 8th of September, 1864. 
The column crossed Fox’s Ford, on Difficult Run, on the morning of 
the 9th of September after a march of thirteen miles, in which vicinity 
it encamped, At night-fall of the 9th of September it moved twelve 
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miles to the vicinity of Coleman’s, near Horse-Pen Run, and during 
the night of the 10th of September bivouacked, atter a march of five 
miles, on the road to Good Hope Church, near Broad Run, its farther 
progress being delayed by a severe storm. On the night of the 11th 
of September the column encamped beyond Red Hill , after a march of 
ten miles, and reached one mile and a half of Aldie, at a covered point 
at the intersection of the Aldie pike and the Carolina road, on the 
night of the 12th of September. Here the command was concealed, 
and at daybreak of the 13th of September the town was entered by the 
mounted men, the roads in the vicinity having been ambuscaded dur- 
ing a portion of the night. Nothing was, however, accomplished. 
Information having been gained that Mosby, with a force, had gone 
down the Aldie pike the night of, but before, the arrival of the column 
at Aldie it was deemed best to move after him. The column reached 
Chantilly after a march of sixteen miles, and encamped on the night of 
the 14th, ambuscading all the roads in the vicinity. 

On the morning of the 15th of September it resumed its march 
toward Fairfax, all indications and reports of scouts kept on the Cen- 
terville road and roads to left of the turnpike tending to show that 
Mosby, with a large force, but in divided parties, was on the left of the 
turnpike and between Vienna and Frying Pan. Thescouts were driven 
from Flint Hill, but those at Fairfax reported that Mosby had been 
seen to pass through the Court-House toward Centerville a short time 
previous with two men. I dispatched five men to the Centerville road, 
about three miles distant; to intercept the party, fearing that more men 
might fail of an approach. Near Germantown three of this number 
returned and reported a fight with Mosby, in which two of the men had 
lost their horses and had taken to the woods, and that large parties 
of guerrillas were now on the right. On the return of the other men 
it was definitely :scertained that Mosby, or a person resembling him, 
had been wounded and had escaped. Mosby had certainly been in 
vicinity of Fairfax just previous to the action and bad gone toward 
Centerville. People on the road had seen him, and from the descrip- 
tion of his person and recognition of his picture by parties engaged, 
there seems to be some color for the report that he was in the action 
and was wounded, as heor the person in question was seen before 
riding off to throw up his hands and give signs of pain. This could 
be observed, as the action was at very close quarters. I dispatched a 
squadron to thescene shortly after and moved to Fairfax Court-House, 
sending a party of thirty dismounted men through Vienna to Lewins- 
ville. The regiment reached camp at Falls Church after a march that 
day of fifteen miles from Chantilly. ' 

During this scout the weather was almost constantly rainy, and vio- 
lent storms prevented speedy movement which would perhaps have 
brought the column to Aldie in time for some success, and prevented a 
movement toward Middleburg and Rector’s Cross-Roads, as intended. 
After the third day the men and horses subsisted on the country as 
directed. Twelve horses were taken from suspected rebel citizens, and 
all suspected houses searched on the line of march. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. S. GANSEVOORT, 
Colonel Thirteenth New York Cavalry. 
Lieut. E. Y. LANSING, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH NEW YORK CAVALRY, 
Near Falls Church, Va., September 28, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to state that the escort of 500 men under my 
command moved on the evening of the 24th of September through 
Centerville, and thence through Thoroughfare Gap, striking and fol- 
lowing the line of the Manassas Gap Railroad through Rectortown to 
Piedmont. Near Piedmont the house of Joseph Blackwell was burned, 
as directed, together with the barns and extensive outhouses. A 
large quantity of ammunition, artillery harness, and equipments was 
destroyed, including a large quantity of pistols and carbines, which 
were concealed from search in the house, and whose destruction was 
only known by their reports. This evidently was Colonel Mosby’s 
arsenal and headquarters, as was Shown by some articles of clothing 
and equipments. Near this point, having heard the condition of the 
railroad beyond Piedmont, the engineer, to whose wishes, by order, I 
was subordinate, stated that he had sufficient information and desired 
to return aS soon as possible in order to make his report. Having 
ascertained by moving in close proximity to Manassas Gap that there 
was no regular force, if any, in the gap, I pursued the enemy by 
a detachment a mile beyond’ Piedmont, and returned by the way of 
Middleburg and Aldie to this camp. The railroad was found to be in 
good repair, except the growth of grass on track to Piedmont; beyond 
it was ascertained to be torn up and in need of repair. Nothing of 
interest occurred en route, excepting frequent skirmishes with and 
charges on the enemy. I desire to mention Lieutenant Farrell, Six- 
teenth New York Cavalry, for his conduct in charge of the rear guard 
near Rectortown. There are conflicting reports regarding Colonel 
Mosby—some stating that he is dead; all that he is severely wounded 
and below Charlottesville, Va. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. 8. GANSEVOORT, 
Colonel Thirteenth New York Cavalry. 


Lieut. EK. Y. LANSING, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, 
Near Piedmont, Va., October 15, 1864—1 p.m. 

GENERAL: I] have the honor to state that the portion of the Six- 
teenth New York under my command, being two squadrons, moved, as 
ordered, at an early hour this morning, by way of Orleans to White 
Plains, to report to Colonel Albright. This leaves the entire force 
under my command, four squadrons of my regiment, Thirteenth New 
York Cavalry. The movement last night, which resulted in the capture 
of Colonel Mosby’s pieces, was engaged in by my regiment, two squad- 
rous of the Sixteenth New York Cavalry, and two companies of the 
Fifth Pennsylvania Artillery. My surmise that this artillery was con- 
cealed in the long range of mountains called the Cobblers, was con- 
firmed by a statement drawn from a prisoner, and it was determined to 
develop the locality. At 9 p.m. 14th instant the above force was 
moved over very intricate roads to a point atthe base of the mountains 
where a sort of bivouac was surprised and nine members of the bat. 
tery captured, including Babcock, late captain C. 8. Army, in charge 
of the artillery. This determined but little the localities of the pieces, 
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and some time was vainly spent in skirmishing the mountain with my 
dismounted cavalry and Company 9, Fifth Artillery. The localities 
of the pieces was even a secret not imparted to many of Mosby’s men. 
By intimidation, however, when almost relinquishing the task, a driver 
of the artillery was foreed to discover the trail of the pieces. By 
deploying skirmishers and moving up the precipitous side of the moun- 
tain, covered with heavy undergrowth, for about a mile and a half, and 
following its summit for some distance, the three-inch ordnance gun, 
12-pounder howitzer, and two small mountain howitzers, with limber of 
caisson, sets of harness, and ammunition, were discovered in a dense 
thicket. These were drawn down the stony sides of the mountain to 
the command below, and thence to Piedmont, reaching camp at 6 a. m. 
to-day. I desire to mention Lieutenant Revell, Thirteenth New York 
Cavalry, and Captain Anderson, Company E, Fifth Artillery, who 
rendered valuable assistance. As desired, [have dismounted the pieces 
with the exception of the small mountain howitzer, weighing only 250 
pounds, which I have repaired, replenished with ammunition, and would 
respectfully ask permission to retain with my regiment till it returns 
to camp. I have it drawn by two horses, and manned by old artillerists. 
The other three pieces are sent by train as you directed. Prisoners, 
seven of whom I send, report that a force is expected here from the 
rebel column in the Valley. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. 8. GANSEVOORT, 
Colonel Thirteenth New York Cavalry. 


Major-General AUGUR, 
Rectortown, Va. 


No. 3. 


Record of Board of Inquiry to investigate attack on Union supply 
train August 13. 


Hpers. MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, Va., September 8, 1864, 
Proceedings of a Board of Inquiry convened at headquarters Military 
District of Harper’s Ferry, at 9 a.m. September 8, 1864, by order of 
General Stevenson, commanding Military District of Harper’s Ferry 
and president of the Board, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 10, head- 
quarters Middle Military Division, August 20, 1864, to wit: 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ? HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Nor LO: § August 20, 1864. 


* * # * * 


9. A Board of Inquiry, to consist of the following-named officers, is hereby convened 
to investigate into the late attack upon the Cavalry Reserve Brigade train and the 
burning of most of the same by the enemy, with a view of ascertaining who is account- 
able for the destruction of the train: 

Brigadier-General Stevenson, commanding Military District of Harper’s Ferry; 
Colonel Schoonmaker, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry; Col. William P. Maulsby, 
First Maryland Potomac Home Brigade; Major Congdon, Twelfth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry. {are 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 

E. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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And a subsequent order, of which the following is a copy, to wit: 


SPECIAL ORDERS, “HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 19. August 29, 1864. 
+ * 


* * * * * 


8. The following-named officers are relieved from duty on the Board convened to 
inquire into the loss of wagons, &c., near Berryville, Va., about the 12th instant: Col- 
onel Schoonmaker, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry ; Major Congdon, Twelfth Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry; and the following-named officers are appointed in their stead : Col. 
Samuel Graham, Fifth New York Artillery; Lieutenant-Colonel Cook, First Poto- 
mac Home Brigade, Maryland Volunteers. 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 

C. KINGSBURY, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


The majority of the Board, Brigadier-General Stevenson, Colonel 
Graham, and Lieutenant-Colonel Cook, being present, were duly sworn, 
as follows, by First Lieut. S. F. Adams, Fifth New York Volunteer Ar- 
tillery, acting assistant adjutant-general—“ You shall well and truly 
examine and inquire, according to your evidence, into the matter now 
before you, without partiality, favor, affection, prejudice, or hope of 
reward; so help you God”—and proceeded to the examination of the 
following papers relative to the case on hand: 


No. 1. 


HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Winchester, August 13, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ForsyTH, = 
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division: 
COLONEL: I have the honor to report my arrival here with the advance of my train 
at this6a.m. I did not bring a battery with me, as my staff officer sent into Har- 
per’s Ferry could not find or learn of one belonging to Major-General Emory’s com- 
mand. I beg to call your attention to the fact that the term of service of the two 
Ohio regiments of my brigade will expire on the 15th and 18th of this month. Jam 
just informed that the rear of my train, consisting of the train of the Cavalry Corps, 
was attacked near Berryville and several wagons destroyed; none carried oft. My 
rear guard was under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, of the One hundred 
and forty-fourth Ohio, and, 1 am told, behaved well. All the wagons of the Sixth 
Corps, Nineteenth Corps, the Army of West Virginia, and my brigade train have 
arrived, as also the cattle herd. I have ordered Captain Mann, assistant quarter- 
master of the Nineteenth Corps, who was in charge of the train, to make a full 
report, as I am satisfied the loss was the result of neglect of duty and disobedience 
of orders on the part of those in charge of the cavalry train. The rear guard is not 
yet in; it is reported to be bringing in the largest portion of the cavalry train. I 
have made every exertion to get the train here safely, and owing to my haying 
received orders to march at a late hour yesterday morning, I have been up all night 
marching. ‘This, I hope, will excuse the breyity of this. I beg that, if I am to 
remain here, I may be supplied with a battery of artillery, to be sent me at once. 
Tam, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
JOHN R. KENLY, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


P. S.—The loss of the rear guard was some four certainly killed; wounded, six. 
No. 2. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Winchester, August 14, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Forsyru, 

Assistant Adjuiant-General and Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division: 

CoLoNnEL: In addition to my report of yesterday, in relation to the attack upon 
the train of the Cavalry Corps, I have the honor to report that ten wagons of the 
train, loaded, were brought into this town on yesterday by the quartermaster of the 
Sixth New York Cavalry, and that | unhitched the mules of my train and sent them 
back with a guard, by which means I brought in nineteen wagons loaded with sup- 
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plies and forage for the Cavalry Corps. There are some wagons yet remaining at or 
about Berryville, which I am endeavoring to have brought in. I have turned over 
to Maj. W. E. Beardsley, of the Sixth New York Cavalry (whom I found had come 
up with the train), all the wagons thus far brought in, and ordered him to take all 
necessary steps to recover and expedite the forwarding of all the wagons, mules, 
and properties belonging to the Cayalry Corps. I have also the honor to forward 
you the report of Captain Mann, assistant quartermaster of volunteers, who was in 
charge of the train which was attacked. 
Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN R. KENLY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—Major Sawyer, paymaster of volunteers, who, it'appears, came up with 
Cavalry Corps train from Harper’s Ferry, is here, and all is safe with him. 


No. 3. 


f HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 15, 1864, 
Capt, W. H. H. Emmons, : Atal : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Reserve Brigade, Cavalry Corps: 


Srr: I have the honor to report that on Friday, the 12th instant, I started from 
this place with five days’ rations for 2,250 men and extra stores for sales to officers, 
in wagons. The wagon train of this brigade was composed of a few wagons carry- 
ing forage, ten wagons carrying subsistence stores, and the various regimental and 
headquarters wagons, and was in the rear of the entire train, which was commanded 
by Captain Mann, assistant quartermaster. From one mile this side of Charlestown 
the train was accompanied by a guard of infantry, said to be a brigade. About 
2a. m. of the 13th instant the rear of the train, i. e., the wagons belonging to the 
brigade, after much trouble, caused by the inexperience of the drivers and the new- 
ness of the mules to harness, went into park with the rest of the train (infantry and 
cavalry) at the stream this side of Berryville. It was daybreak in the morning 
before the first part of the train had hauled ont of the park, and the wagons of the 
Second Brigade, which immediately preceded those of this brigade, were beginning 
to cross the stream when a few shots were fired by light howitzers from, I should 
think, a quarter of a mile distant into the part of the train which was yet in park, 
which were almost instantly accompanied by a small number of mounted men, 
charging as foragers, dressed in gray uniforms, and carrying only revolvers, which 
they used with more noise than precision. The charge and also the howitzer shots 
eame from the side of the road toward Snicker’s Gap. The guards who accompanied 
us, as far as I could see, threw down their arms and ran away without firing a shot. 
The party that made the attack took away all the mules and fired the wagons which 
they could not get off, and escaped without any molestation. All the wagons of 
this brigade were captured or destroyed, as far as I could learn, with the exception 
of one wagon, carrying officers’ baggage of the First U.S. Cavalry. My opinion is 
that a company of fifty men might have saved the train without loss if they had 
made a stand in time. The property lost, for which I am responsible, was five 
days’ rations for the brigade, stores destroyed for officers’ supplies, all the quarter- 
masters’ and commissary property pertaining to the subsistence department of the 
brigade, and all my papers and youchers of last mouth, and this including books, 
ration returns, invoices, and receipts, receipts for payments of commutation of 
rations, &c. A wound received at the time the train was attacked prevented my 
making an earlier report. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
KH. P. McKINNEY, 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence, lcserve Brigade. 


No, 4. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, First Division, Sixt Army Corps, 
August 14, 1864, 


Lieutenant-Colonel ForsyTH: 

Str: In accordance with orders received from you last night, I have the honor to 
return to you the following report: 

On the morning of the 12th, in pursuance to orders received from headquarters 
First Division, Sixth Corps, 1 marched my brigade to Winchester, arriving here at 
12m. I found a Confederate hospital established there under charge of Doctor 
Love and two assistant surgeons, C. 8. Army. There were about sixty rebel wounded 
and thirty Federal, all reported serious cases. A post hospital of Merritt’s brigade 
was also established. There were about forty wounded Federals init. A number 
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of our wounded are concealed by Union families, and they are very anxious to be 
removed toward Washington. There are several wounded rebel officers concealed 
in Winchester by secession families; also a number of wounded enlisted men. From 
information received before the arrival of Brigadier-General Kenly, I think that 
a thorough search should be made for prisoners, arms, and munitions of war. The 
Union families are anxious to have a thorough search made; are willing to submit 
to it themselves, and say that a thorough search has never been made in Winches- 
ter. On the afternoon of August 12, 160 guerrillas intended making a dash into 
Winchester (not knowing that an infantry force was there) by the Martinsburg 
pike. Learning this on iny arrival there I placed the Twenty-third Pennsylvania 
Volunteers in position to capture them, and allowed no one to leave the city; but 
they (the rebels) crossed to the Berryville pike and skirmished with my pickets 
for an hour, showing only twenty or thirty men, then left. Brigadier-General Kenly 
arrived before the train in Winchester, about 8 a.m. on the 13th. The head of the 
train arrived at 9a.m. The mules were so exhausted that it was necessary to water 
and feed before proceeding, and it was 12m. before the train was closed up. At 12m. 
I started the train for this point and arrived here at 7 p.m. with every wagon closed 
up. When I left General Kenly had about 150 men at Winchester. The train of 
Merritt’s cavalry brigade was captured near Berryville while under General Kenly. 
Captain Mann, assistant quartermaster, in charge of the entire train, reports that 
there was no quartermaster with that part of the train; that they unhitched and fed 
without authority. Too much praise cannot be given the loyal Union families of 
Winchester. They attended our wounded night and day, and have used all their 
coffee, tea, sugar, &c., for sick and prisoners, so much so that they are in actual want 
themselves. When our prisoners passed through Winchester they supplied thei, 
receiving insults from the rebel officers, and were ordered away; but the guard of 
enlisted men allowed them to distribute food secretly. They report our men (pris- 
oners) starving and crying for food. I would respectfully suggest, if possible, that 
commissary stores be distributed aiong those Union families of Winchester who have 
used their supplies to feed our sick, wounded, and prisoners. It was reported in 
Winchester that a corps of the enemy had been sent to re-enforce Early, but nothing 
definite could be learned. 
Very respectfully, 
O. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Novd: 


ACTING ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, 


August 15, 1864. 
Capt. W. H. H. Emmons, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Reserve Brigade: 

Sir: On the 12th instant I received orders from Captain Mann, in charge of the 
army train, to move the train to the front. The order of march placed the cavalry 
train in the rear of all. At this time I had not been able to obtain more than 200 
sacks of grain, although I had my wagons at the depot from morning until night the 
two previous days. Under these circumstances I thought best to send part of the 
train on under Captain McKinney, commissary of subsistence of the brigade, and 
remain myself with the empty wagons (seventeen) to hurry the loading of them, 
and bring them on that night or next morning. I could not get the teams loaded 
until near 1 p. m. on the 13th instant. tm the meantime I learned the train had been 
captured, Herewith is Captain McKinney’s report* of the circumstances attending 
the capture of the train. : 

The loss of the brigade is forty teams, six traveling forges. The train was loaded 
with regimental property, subsistence stores, forage, quartermaster’s stores and 
clothing, camp and garrison equipage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
5 : WM. DEAN, 
First Lieutenant, Regimental Quartermaster First U. 8. Cavalry, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster Cavalry Reserve Brigade. 


No. 6. 
BERRYVILLE, VA., August 13, 1864. 
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL TO GENERAT. WEBER: 


Maj. John Mosby attacked the rear of supply train en route for Winchester at this 
place at sunrise this morning and succeeded in destroying by fire about twenty 
2 ‘ vr i) . . = S 2 . 
wagons, and ran off the teams of twenty more. If teams and drivers with the neces- 


* See paper No. 3 ante. 
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sary guards are sent here twenty wagons with their loads can be saved. I was 
camped with my command last night on the pike five miles from Winchester. 
Immediately on hearing of the attack on the train I moved my command to this 
place with all possible speed, and arrived here at 6.45 a.m. The enemy, discovering 
our approach, retreated in haste across the country. Our forces are followin g, but 
there is very little, if any, chance of recoyering more property than I haye men- 
tionedabove. Mosby had a mountain howitzer, which he used in the attack, 
Yours, respectiully, 
; P, M, FARRINGTON, 
Major, Commanding First Rhode Island Cavalry. 


Atter which the Board adjourned to meet at 9 a. m. following day. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DistRict OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., September 9, 1864. 
Pursuant to adjournment, Board met at 9 a.m. this day, Brigadier- 
General Stevenson presiding, Colonel Graham and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cook both being present. 
Brigadier-General Kenly being duly sworn testified as follows: 


On the morning of the 12th of August, while lying at Halltown, an orderly brought 
me from Harper’s Ferry orders from Major-General Sheridan to escort a train to 
Winchester. The order directed me to reach Winchester that evening, the 12th. It 
was at 9.40 a. m. that I received the order. The order directed how the trains were 
to move, which was—first, the train of the Sixth Corps; second, of the Nineteenth 
Corps; third, that of the army of the Department of West Virginia; next, the Cay- 
alry Corps train. I was also directed to bring with me General Emory’s battery; 
that I would be held responsible for the safety of the train, and that it would be 
entirely under my control, or words to that eftect. 

Immediately after receipt of order I assembled my staff officers together and read 
the order to them and sent my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Huidekoper, One hundred 
and fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers, into Harper’s Ferry to hurry out the trains 
and bring up the battery. I then proceeded to issue my orders, which were to the 
following effect: That the train would move according to the order of General 
Sheridan. My own brigade train (General Kenly’s) was put in the rear of the 
Cavalry Corps train. My brigade consisted of three small regiments, the Third 
Maryland, the One hundred and forty-ninth and One hundred and forty-fourth 
Ohio National Guards, the two latter 100-days’ men. It was the turn of the One 
hundred and forty-fourth Ohio to be rear guard. My orders were, and so delivered 
to the colonels commanding, in writing: Two companies of the Third Maryland 
should precede the leading wagons of tlie train, and the remainder ot the regiment 
was to be distributed in the train in the proportion of one company to every 
twenty wagons, counting from the head of the train. The companies of the 
One hundred and forty-ninth Ohio National Guard were to be distributed in the 
proportion of one company to every twenty or thirty wagons, counted from the rear 
of the wagons guarded by the Third Maryland. The One hundred and forty-fourth 
Ohio National Guard was directed to be distributed in the following manner: Two 
companies, under charge of the lieutenant-colonel commanding the regiment, were 
ordered to be posted in the rear of the last wagon of the train. ‘There were but six 
companies in the regiment, and the remaining companies were directed to be dis- 
tributed between every twenty wagons, counting from rearmost end of the train. I 
also ordered that should the battery report, one section of it should march at the 
head of the train, in the rear of the two companies of the advanced guard; one 
section in middle of train, supported by a company of infantry, and ono section in 
the rear of the train, in advance of the two companies of the One hundred and forty- 
fourth Ohio. 

At the time these orders were issued I was totally ignorant of the number of 
wagons that would constitute the train, except so far as L could judge of the num- 
ber from seeing the wagons the preceding day lying inside of Bolivar Heights. 
These orders were issued, delivered to the regimental commanders, and the regiments 
ready to march before.my aide returned, and before a single wagon had reached 
Halltown, where my troops were lying. Between 11 and 12 o’clock some wagons 
eame down the road from Bolivar and halted where my troops were lying on the 
roadside I vode toward them to ascertain who was in charge of them, but I could 
not learn from any one who was in charge, but was told by one of my staf’ officers, 
whom [ seut to inquire, that there was a quartermaster over among a group of dis- 
mounted men near the roadside. I sent for him and directed him to report to me. 
lie came promptly and reported that he was Captain Russell, quartermaster Sixth 
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Corps, and in charge of the Sixth Corps train. I told him who I was, and that I 
was in charge of the escort of the train, and that I was exceedingly anxious to get 
the train started as soon as possible. All this time I supposed that the train in the 
road had been moved from Bolivar Heights by my aide, whom I sent for that purpose. 
A few wagons were slowly moving from Bolivar toward Halltown, when the head of 
the train, the leading wagons, commenced moving from Halltown. I rode up the 

road toward Charlestown to see the train pass. After nine wagons passed meso long an 

interval elapsed that I sent a staff officer to halt those wagons and Jearn by whose 

orders they had moved. He returned and reported that they were the wagons of a 

brigade of the Sixth Corps, and had been moved by the order of a wagon-master. 

T rode back to Halltown to see Captain Russell, quartermaster Sixth Corps. Before 

I met him an order in pencil writing was shown me, by whom issued I could not 

make out, directing that all the ammunition wagons should remain behind and Le 

driven into Bolivar Heights. The mounted orderly who had the order referred to 

stated to me verbally that the orders were that all the ammunition should be left 
behind. Iimmediately sent an order to my ordnance officer, who was in charge of 

my ammunition train, to withdraw his train and remain behind. Inow met Captain 

Russell, who informed me that the nine wagons referred to had moved without his 

orders. There was still a large gap between the rearmost wagon of those lying at_ 
Halltown and Bolivar Heights, a gap of at least a mile, although some disconnected 

wagons were passing from Bolivar Heights. At this time, about 1 p. m., my aide 

came from Harper’s Ferry and reported to me that the trains all had their orders, 

other than those issued by me, and that there was so much confusion among them, 

and learning that Captain McGonnigle, General Sheridan’s chief quartermaster, was 

in Harper’s Ferry, he rode in to see, and to communicate my orders; that, after much 

inquiry, he found that he was at Captain Gardner’s, post quartermaster at Harper’s 

Ferry. He went there and was told by Captain Gardner that Captain McGonnigle 

was asleep; that he, McGonnigle, had ridden all the preceding night; that he, Cap- 

tain Gardner, would not disturb him; that the necessary orders had been issued for 

starting the train. I asked my aide if he had brought the battery with him. He 

replied that he could not find it; that he had inquired of everybody and no one 

could tell him about it. 

Upon learning that the trains had received their orders from some one other than 
myself, I presumed, and was so told, that the battery had received its orders. By 
1.30 o’clock, as the wagons were coming rapidly over Bolivar Heights, I ordered the 
head of the train at Halltown to move forward, and the troops were commenced 
being distributed as the train moved on. Jrode up the road to a point about mid- 
way between Halltown and Charlestown to see the train pass, and that the escort 
was in its proper positions. I remained at this point until between 3.30 and 4 
o’clock, and seeing that the train was passing in a disconnected manner, with gaps 
between the wagons, shortly after taking my position at this point, I sent a 
staff officer, Lieutenant Alexander, to halt the train this side of Charlestown, to 
park it as it came up, and not suffer a wagon to leave until I sent him orders; and 
that otherwise the head of the train would be at Berryville before the rear left Hall- 
town. Whilst at this point, I should think about 3 o'clock, Captain Russell. assist- 
ant quartermaster Sixth Corps, rode up to me and commenced deprecating the slow 
manner in which the train was coming up, and we both agreed that there must be 
some trouble behind at Bolivar Heights or Harper’s Ferry. I was as yet ignorant 
that there was a quartermaster in charge of the train, and learning from him, on 
inquiring, that he was the senior quartermaster with the train, I ordered him to 
take charge of the train. I gave him the order of march of the train, which I 
found he was acquainted with, and told him that I had ordered my own brigade 
train to move in rear of the Cavalry Corps train; that no place had been assigned 
it, and I ordered it to march in the rear; and I think I told him that I ordered my 
ammunition train to remain behind, that sueh I understood to be the orders, that 
there were to be no ammunition wagons in the train. Linquired of Captain Russell 
if he knew how many wagons were in the train, as I wished to see if the escort 
were properly distributed. I think that his answer was that he judged that there 
were about 400 ov 500, but that the number had not been reported to him. This 
conversation lasted but a few minutes, when Captain Russell sprang on his horse, 
and sent the persons who were with him to hurry up the trains, and started himself 
for the same purpose. About twenty minutes after Captain Russell left me, while 
still on the roadside watching and hurrying up the trainas it passed, Captain Mann, 
assistant quartermaster Nineteenth Corps, rode up to where I was standing on the 
roadside and reported to me that he was in charge of the train. I told him that I 
had appointed Captain Russell, of the Sixth Corps, to take charge of and have 
entire control of the train; that he was the senior quartermaster with the train, as 
Thad been informed. Captain Mann replied by taking from his pocket a written 
order, which I read, from Captain MeGonnigle, chief quartermaster Middle Mili- 
tary Division, ordering Captain Mann to take charge of the train. In Captain 
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Mann’s orders, the order of march of the train was the same as I had issued, except 
that there was no mention made of my own brigade train. I called attention to 
this, and directed him to place my train in rear of Cavalry Corps train. I then sent 
a staff officer to find Captain Russell and to say to him that his appointment was 
revoked; that Captain Mann, quartermaster Nineteenth Corps, had been ordered by 
Captain MceGonnigle to take charge of the train, and to make my apologies for hay- 
ing given him any unnecessary trouble. ; 

Linquired of Captain Mann why it was that the wagons came along so slowly, 
and if he knew how many wagons would be in the train. He replied that he judged 
there would be about 600 wagons, and that there was a great deal of trouble getting 
the Cavalry Corps train started from Harper’s Ferry. I explained to him (Captain 
Mann) the pressing nature of General Sheridan’s order; thai I believed the army 
would be out of supplies that night; that I was determined to get the train into 
Winchester by daylight next morning, so as to be ready to issue supplies next day, 
and that he must spare no exertion to get the train forward as promptly as possible. 
I also explained to him the disposition I had made of thé escort. I then directed 
him to go to the rear, close up the train, see that rear guard was in its proper place 
in rear of rearmost wagon of the train, and that when he was ready to move to send 
me word; that I was going up to the head of the train near Charlestown. We both 
mounted; he rode down the road toward Halltown and I up toward Charlestown to 
the head of the train. 

Whilst there, and at 4.15 p. m., I received a note from Captain Mann by an or- 
derly, which was to the purport: ‘‘All is in order” (or the train is in order); “‘you 
can move on.” J wrote on the note in pencil, ‘All right, I shall move,” or ‘‘I am 
moving,” and sent the note thus indorsed back to Captain Mann by the same or- 
derly. The train had not started when I received the note, but I gave orders imme- 
diately fur it to move, and it started within five minutes after I gave the order. 
While standing on the roadside between Halltown and Charlestown I judge that some 
400 wagons had passed before I proceeded toward Charlestown to the head of the 
train, and I thought, from seeing the troops which passed me, that they were in posi- 
tion, according to my orders, as far as they had come up. 

The train moved through Charlestown at 4.20 and took the road toward Berryville 
as I was ordered. I ordered two halts before I got to Berryville to refresh the men 
and enable the train to close up. At the halt before I got to Berryville, the last 
one, about sundown, several officers came to me and applied for permission to make 
coftee, which I refused. At this halt Captain Russell came to me and stated that it 
was desirable the animals should be watered; that many of them had been har- 
nessed all day and had no water. I replied that it was my purpose to halt the train 
at the first water where it would be convenient to park the train and water the ani- 
mals. I continued on with the train until we reached the stream at this side of and 
near to Berryville. I here ordered a halt, moving the advanced guard of two com- 
panies across the stream, and also a squad of some twenty men of the Sixth Corps 
whom I had organized at Halltown, and who had been directed and did march about 
200 yards in advance of the escort. I then rode back to see Captain Russell, who 
was in advance of his train, to consult him about the proper method of parking the 
wagons so as the animals could be watered. He went to work at once to park the 
train on the road, and on both sides of it. I then ordered a picket-line to be estab- 
lished and went in person to attend to the execution of it. I found the squad of the 
Sixth Corps men lying in the road, and but one man in the squad obeyed my orders 
to get up. I then went to the commanding officer of the two companies that was in 
the road in advance of the train and ordered him to picket the road to Berryville, 
and to extend his pickets to the left of hill, which I pointed out to him. I also 
ordered two of my mounted orderlies to act as vedettes in advance of the picket- 
line. After seeing the picket-line established, I returned to the head of the train, 
where I found Captain McGonnigle. I inquired if he knew of any of our cavalry 
being at Berryville. He replied that there were none there, according to the best of 
his knowledge. At this moment some mounted men passed and I inquired who they 
were. They replied that they belonged to the Signal Corps. 1 requested Captain 
McGonnigle to see the officer in charge and request him to send his men out as 
vedettes, indicating the direction in which I wished they should be posted, which 
he promptly proceeded to do. It was now, I judge, about 10 p.m. Captain Fallon, 
of the Third Maryland Regiment, who was in charge of the two advance com- 
panies, asked me when I proposed starting. I replied that the trains were com- 
ing in nicely; that the animals were being watered, and I thought in about an 
hour. He answered that his men were so tired they would not even make coffee; 
that he thought that they ought to have about two hours’ rest. I told him of the 
necessity of the case, and that he must be ready with his command to march when 
T gave the orders. At about 11 p.m. Captain McGonnigle came to me and stated 
that he thought the: head of the train had better move on. I represented to him 
the condition of the men, who had been on their feet nearly all day, and that they 
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were very much fatigued; that I would give them fifteen minutes more sleep and 
then order the advance. This I did, going in person to see the order obeyed. I 
found the men of the advance guard still lying in the road after the advance was 
ordered. Captain Fallon got his men up, called in his pickets, and at 11.30 started the 
train. The squad of the Sixth Corps, which had acted as an advance guard, did not 
and would not move, and I marched past them with the two leading companies of 
the escort. Before starting, Captain MeGonnigle came to me and inquired if he 
should go to the head of the train or remain at the rear. I replied that Captain 
Mann had my orders to remain with the rear of the train, and that I would rather 
he would remain with the advance, and that I had left a staff officer, Lieutenant 
Huidekoper, with orders to remain and see that the wagons had all started, that the 
escort was in its proper places, and then ride forward and report to me; that I 
would be at the head of the train. The first balk on the march was occasioned by 
a large tree across the road, about two miles beyond Berryville (on leaving Berry- 
ville I took the direct road to Winchester). This was avoided (the tree) -by turn- 
ing into the woods on the left. The wagons moved very slowly through the woods, 
as it was very dark and the road not clearly defined. I remained there a short time 
and saw the wagons passing. There was no obstacle to the wagons passing through 
the woods to the left of the tree, and I went to the front. Thenexthalt was occasioned 
by a very dangerous bridge, over which I hesitated to let the train pass. Whilst 
halting, I sent to discover if a road could not be found above or below the 
bridge. One was found on the right of the bridge, not far from it, which seemed as 
if it had been used. The wagons commenced passing over at this crossing, and 
after about a dozen had passed without any trouble, I again went forward to the 
head of the train. I supposed some fifty or sixty wagons had crossed when word 
was brought to me that a wagon had got choked and was broken down in the 
crossing. JI ordered a halt, and as I was giving directions what to do, Cap- 
tain Mann rode up from the rear. Hesaidif I would send back, or give him my 
pioneer corps, which was composed of some eighteen or twenty men, and which I 
should have mentioned had marched in front of the advance companies from Hall- 
town, he would or could repair the bridge. Idirected Captain Mann to take charge of 
the pioneer corps, and send me word when the bridge was done and the train moving. 
This he did in about three-quarters ofan hour after he left with the pioneers, and that 
the wagons were passing over the bridge nicely. E moved on until I came across a 
heavy sutler’s wagon, which blocked up the road and was being plundered by a 
crowd of unarmed stragglers who had forced their way to the head of the train, despite 
my efforts to have them kept back. I succeeded in getting the wagon out of the 
road and the train moved on. I pushed on until I got within a mile and a half of 
the Opequon. At this point Captain Fallon came to me and said that his men could 
go no farther without a rest. Would I not halt? I ordered a halt and remained for 
fifteen minutes, when I again moved forward and crossed the Opequon with the 
advance of the train before daylight on the morning of the 13th. 


Board adjourned to meet at 9 a. m. on Monday, September 12. 


MONDAY, September 12, 1864. 


Board met pursuant to adjournment. All present, General Stevenson 
presiding. 
The examination of General Kenly was resumed, as follows: 


General Keniy: Before I left Berryville the train was still coming in smoothly 
and in order. From a personal inspection, and judging from the number of wagons 
reported to me by Captain Mann, I felt satisfied at the time I left Berryville that 
the rear of the train would have left there by 2.30 or 3 o’clock in the morning, as it 
was my purpose to cross the Opequon before daylight with the head of the train. 
I personally superintended the crossing of the Opequon by the head of the train, 
and remained at the stream until some forty or fifty wagons had crossed it. I 
reached the heights overlooking the town of Winchester with the head of the train 
shortly after sunrise. I could discover no sign of a camp or any evidence whatever 
that our troops were at or near Winchester. Notasoldier could be seen. I immedi- 
ately ordered a halt and directed Captain Russell to park his train, which was in 
the advance. Captain McGonnigle was with me. I told him that I thought he had 
better ride into town to ascertain what was to be done with the train, and when he 
learned to notify me. I awaited the return of Captain MeGonnigle for from one and 
a half to two hours, during the whole of which time the train was coming in 
smoothly and being parked on the hills overlooking Winchester and in sight of it, 
when I received a note from Captain MeGonnigle informing me that the army 
had moved; that Colonel Edwards, commanding a brigade of the Sixth Corps, 
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was in town, and that he had orders for me, and that he, Captain McGonnigle, 
thought that the train had better be moved into town so that the animals could be 
fed and watered. I sent the note to Captain Russell, {informing him] that the sug- 
gestion of Captain MeGonnigle was approved, and for him to remove the train 
into the town, which was promptly done. Before I left the spot, and before the 
train started, my aide, whom I had left at Berryville, returned and reported to 
me that the wagons on the road were coming on in order, but that there had 
been a great deal of trouble in getting the rear of the train started from Berry- 
ville. J-inquired if Captain Mann was there. He replied that he was. I asked 
him if Lieutenant-Colonel Miller was there with his rear guard. He replied 
that he was, and had come to him for instructions; that there was a large train 
reported as coming up, which must have left Harper’s Ferry long after the train 
which he was guarding, and he wished to know if he should remain to guard that. 
Mr. Huidekoper informed me that he told Colonel Miller that his, Colonel Miller’s, 
orders were to guard the rear of the train, and he was to remain to guard these 
wagons now behind, and which were said to be coming up. Colonel Miller informed 
Lieutenant Huidekoper that the train.coming up had no escort. Lieutenant Huide- 
koper further informed me that there appeared to be no one in charge of one of the 
cavalry trains in the rear, then lying at Berryville; that after repeated inquiries 
among the train, of teamsters and others, he was told that the officer who was in 
charge of the train had not left Harper’s Ferry, but had turned it over to some one 
else, and that the teamsters had received orders to unhitch, feed, and water; that 
this was told him by several who were with this train. He inquired who gave such 
orders. They said they did not know. He said it was contrary to orders. Iin- 
quired of him if Captain Mann was exerting himself to get the train started. He 
replied that both Captain Mann and Colonel Miller were hard at work getting the 
teams hitched up and started. This report was made to me by Lieutenant Huide- 
koper while I] was awaiting the report of Captain McGonnigle, who had gone 
into Winchester. After starting the train I rode into town to see Colonel Ed- 
wards. He gaye me orders from General Sheridan’s headquarters to turn over the 
train to him, and to garrison Winchester with my brigade until further orders. 
Whilst engaged in writing a note to Colonel Forsyth, reporting the arrival of 
the train, some one came in and said the rear of the train had been attacked. 
After a few inquiries I mounted my horse and galloped down the Berryville 
road, passing the train, which was moving slowly through the town. About half 
way between Winchester and the Opequon I met Captain Mann, who was riding 
toward Winchester. I hurriedly asked him if it were true that the rear of the train 
had been attacked. He said that it had; that he could not get it started; that he 
himself had helped to hitch np the mules; that some of the wagons had been cap- 
tured, but that the rebels had been driven off. I inquired of himif the rear guard 
was there at the time of the attack. He replied that it was. My next question was, 
“How did they behave?” He replied that they behaved well, and that the train was 
coming on. I told him that the train had been ordered into Winchester to feed and 
water, and I sent a stalf officer with orders to Colonel Brown, commanding the One 
hundred and forty-ninth Ohio, to move to the support of Colonel Miller, if he needed 
it, with his whole regiment; that I would hold the crossing at the Opequon with the 
Third Maryland. In the course of an honr and a half, the train still crossing, my 
staff officer returned with a report from Colonel Brown that twelye wagons were 
burned and thirteen more or less injured, and that the mules had been run off; that 
the rebels had gone and he wanted instructions. Subsequently to this he sent me 
word that if I would send hin the teams he thought he would be able to bring in 
nearly all the wagons. I immediately sent into town for Captain Mann, with orders 
to him to send all the teams that he could spare from the train to bring up the 
wagons from which the mules had been run off. Captain Mann could not be found, 
and I unhitched the teams of my own train and sent them back to Colonel Brown, 
who with them brought up nineteen loaded wagons when he came up in the evening 
with his command, and what was left of the One hundred and forty-fourth Ohio. 
I also received information that there were some killed and wounded men lying at 
Berryville (in the attack on the train six of the rear guard had been killed and nine 
wounded), and a paymaster, with his funds, who wished to be brought to Winchester. 
I sent ambulances out, brought in such of the wounded as could be moved, and the 
paymaster and his funds. 


At this stage of the proceedings General Kenly tiled the original 
orders issued by him to Colonel Gilpin and the other commanding 
ofiicers of the escort before the train started. The two other regiments 
other than Colonel Gilpin’s (the Third Maryland) were 100-days’ men, 
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and have since been ordered to Columbus, Ohio, to be mustered out of 
service. The following is a copy of the original order referred to: 


ORDERS. ] HEADQUARTERS KENLY’S BRIGADE, 
Halltown, Va., August 12, 1864. 

The brigade will march at once to escort the trains of the army to Winchester by 
the Berryville pike. The trains will march in the following order: First, trains of 
the Sixth Army Corps; second, trains of the Nineteenth Army Corps; third, trains 
of the Army of West Virginia; fourth, trains of the Cavalry Corps; fifth, trains of 
Kenly’s brigade. The troops will march and be distributed in the following order: 

1. Two companies of the Third Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, and the remain- 
ing companies of this regiment between every twenty wagons of the train. : 

2, The One hundred and forty-ninth Regiment Ohio National Guard will be dis- 
tributed by company between every thirty wagons next following those guarded by 
the Third Maryland Regiment. 

3. The One hundred and forty-fourth Regiment Ohio National Guard will be dis- 
tributed in the following manner: two companies to follow the rearmost wagon as 
a rear guard, and the remaining companies between every twenty wagons, counting 
from the rearmost. 

Should the battery belonging to Geueral Emory’s command report for duty it will 
march as follows: one section in rear of the two leading companies; one section in 
the center of the train, in rear of a company of infantry, and one section in the rear 
of the train, in front of the two rear companies of the One hundred and forty-fourth 
Ohio National Guard. Commanding officers of regiments and the officer command- 
ing the battery will personally attend to the posting and distribution of their 
commands in accordance with these orders, and will give their personal supervision 
to the safe escort of the train to Winchester. For this purpose they will have entire 
control of the march of the train under their escort, subject to the orders of the 
brigadier-general commanding, who will be habitually at the head of the train. 

It is of importance that the train should reach Winchester as speedily as possible. 
Commanding officers will be held responsible that no unnecessary delays occur. 
Should the train be attacked or any serious obstacle intervene to its march regi- 
mental commanders will transmit the intelligence promptly to the brigadier-general 
commanding, and give to each other such support and assistance as may be needed. 

By command of Brigadier-General Kenly: 

WILL. W. PEABODY, 


Captain and Acting [Assistant] Adjutant-General. 
(Indorsement. } 


Hpaqrs. THIRD MARYLAND VOLUNTEERS, PoToMAC HOME BRIGADE, 
Maryland Heights, September 9, 1864. 

I hereby certify that the within is the original order issued by Brigadier-General 
Kenly, commanding Separate Brigade, to be executed in guarding the trains from 
Halltown to Winchester. 

CHAS. GILPIN, 


Colonel, Commanding Third Maryland Volunteers. 


ane a adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock the following day, Tuesday, 
th. 


TUESDAY, September 13, 1864. 
Board met pursuant to adjournment, but owing to illness of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cook transacted no business, and adjourned to meet at 
9 a.m. on Wednesday, the 14th. 


WEDNESDAY, September 14, 1864. 


Board met at 9 a. m. pursuant to adjournment, General Stevenson 
presiding, and Colonel Graham and Lieutenant-Colonel Cook both 
being present. 

Captain Mann, quartermaster First Division, Nineteenth Army 
Corps, was duly sworn, and testified as follows: 

On receiving orders from chief quartermaster I ordered the several trains to 


hitch up in readiness to move. There were in the neighborhood of 525 wagons in 
the train fo go forward. The advance left Harper’s Ferry about 10.30 a. m. August 
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12, and from some reason unknown tome the cavalry trains did not follow promptly. 
We marched until about 11 p. m. without feeding or watering men or animals, when 
we arrived at a small creek about one mile this side of Berryville. At that point 
Captain MeGonnigle, acting chief quartermaster Middle Military Division, was pres- 
ent and ordered the trains to be parked long enough to water the animals and make 
coffee for the men—the Sixth Corps train parked on the right side of the road 3 the 
Nineteenth on the left; the Army of West Virginia, Eighth Army Corps, on the right 
of the Sixth Corps, I think; the Cavalry Corps to the rear of the place where the 
Sixth Corps had parked, and partially on the same ground. The train required. 
about two and a half hours to pass a given point. The Sixth Corps train moved 
out between 12 and 1 a. m., leaving, consequently, before the cavalry train arrived. 
They were followed by the Nineteenth Corps in regular order, and this followed by the 
train of the Army of West Virginia. When the train commenced moving General 
Kenly gave me the following orders, in presence of Captain McGonnigle, chief quarter- 
master: ‘‘I consider this the most dangerous point in the route. I desire you to re- 
main here, therefore, until every wagon has passed.” When the wagons of the Army 
of West Virginia were moving out my chief wagon-master reported to me that the 
cavalry trains were unhooked and feeding their stock. I immediately went to those 
trains, roused the officers in charge, ordering them to hook up their teams and start 
immediately, telling them we were in dangerof an attack. Upon passing among the 
trains I discovered one train that was not being hooked up, and J endeavored to find 
some officer in charge, but without effect. I then passed through the train again to 
find a wagon-master, but was unable to do so. It was now nearly daylight and I 
dismounted and woke up the drivers myself, one by one, ordering them to immedi- 
ately hook up theirteams. I am under the impression that the animals of this train 
were unharnessed, but Iam not positive. The drivers were so long in getting this 
train ready that the sun had fairly risen when the enemy opened fire upon us, throw- 
ing three shells. Upon the explosion of the second shell I reported to the lieutenant- 
colonel commanding the rear guard for instructions. At this time the train was not 
entirely hooked up, the lead and swing mules being harnessed to their wagons, and 
the wheel mules in the act of being hooked. Upon the explosion of “the first shell 
many of the drivers mounted their saddle mule, which was ready saddled, and fled. 
When I reported to the lieutenant-colonel he was rallying his men and forming them 
inline. I should think there were about seventy-five of them. I reported to the 
lieutenant-colonel that it was impossible to move the train tocorralit, and asked for 
instructions. He replied he had none to give. [ told him the rebel guns held the 
road, and if he had no instructions for me I would go around the hill and hurry the 
balance of the train away. He said, “Very well.” By this time the enemy’s cav- 
alry, clothed mostly in blue, led by a man in civilian dress, wheeled into line from 
sets of fours and commenced firing with carbines and advancing toward the train. 
At this point I left the train, passed around the hill, and rejoined the balance of the 
train beyond Berryville. About three miles beyond Berryville I met two squadrons 
of cavalry going toward Berryville upon a trot. I gave them what information was 
in my power and hurried on with the balance of the train, which I reported to Gen- 
eral Kenly near Winchester. 

I am unable to give an accurate statement of the losses, as I had no report from 
the officer in command of the train lost, and did not again visit the place of disas- 


ter. 
By the BoarpD: 
Question. In your opinion, did the rear guard do all that they could 
do to defend and save the train? 


Answer. At the time I left I considered them doing their full duty. The lieuten- 
ant-colonel had drawn his men up in line and was perfectly cool and collected, 
although the force of the enemy in view outnumbered the rear guard. 

Question. Did that portion of the cavalry train captured park and 
unharness their teams without orders, and who was the officer in 
charge? 

Answer. They unhooked and fed without orders, or even reporting tome. I was 
unable to find any officer in charge of said train, either commissioned officer or 
wagon-master. 


(The train here referred to, the one destroyed, was the Third Brigade 


Cavalry Reserve train.) 
Question. What officer was placed in charge of that train? 


Answer. The officer reported to me was Lieut. William Dean, acting assistant 
quartermaster of the Cavalry Reserve Brigade. 
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Question. Did the infantry rear guard return the fire of the enemy? 
Answer. I did not see them fire, but heard return firing along the line. 
Question. What was the strength of the rear guard? 


Answer. I do not know, but unere were about seventy-five men rallied hy the 
lieutenant commanding. 


Question. Were the men of the rear guard at the time of the attack 
held together as a body? 


Answer. At the time of the attack they lay around promiscuously, asleep on the 
ground, 


Question. Were there any pickets established for the protection of 
the train from surprise while parked? 


Answer. There were none to my knowledge. 
ORDERS TO CAPTAIN MANN. 


Captain MANN, 
Assistant (wartermaster : 

Drar Sir: The respective trains of the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps, trains of 
General: Crook’s command and cavalry, will start at once for Winchester, via 
Charlestown and Berryville, with proper loads, as directed by chief quartermasters 
of corps or commands. The trains will start in the following order on road: (1) 
Sixth Army Corps train; (2) Nineteenth Army Corps train; (3) Army and Depart- 
ment of West Virginia train; (4) Cavalry Division train; and must all arrive at 
Winchester this evening; trains to be escorted by-Brigadier-General Kenly’s com- 
mand. Make your arrangements for starting trains, and call on me at office of Cap- 
tain Gardner. £ 

A. J. MCGONNIGLE, 
Captain and Acting Chief Quartermaster. 


After which the Board adjourned to 10 o’clock the following day. 


Copy of report of the amount of transportation awaiting orders from the front, under 
charge of Capt. J. C. Mann, assistant quartermaster. 


| Number | 
of Quartermaster. ' Remarks. 


Naine of detachment. | 
| wagons. | | 


General Crook’s command: \ 


MirstiBrigade: sc Jose-.cs:ceesee- aaa | 45 | Lieut. H. H. Hornbrook ...-.. 
Second RvISION centers eee sista | 40 | Lieutenant Merrill............| 
Cavalry Division: | 
SUPINE BT) SACO arate nrerece ciate ee ees 33 | Lieutenant Pinkham ........-. 
Reserve Brigade . 50 | Lieutenant Dean.............- Hay. 
inst Brigades ecjacwaeiccr | 41 | Lieutenant Ballard............ 
_ Second Brigade.........-- 25 | Liett. (C: A. Bivarts.:-0--..--: 
Sizbiy Corpsstes cise acctecthaecastecssaa eel 243 | Capt. W. E. Morford.......... | 
Nineteenth Corps: | | 
Head quartersces. se ceenee ase sees ses sees | 1D: 32 5 OE AR Le Ammunition. 
First Division ........ 75 
Second Division -. 25 
Kenly’s brigade........... 15 


THURSDAY, September 15, 1864. 
Board met; full attendance, General Stevenson presiding. On ac- 
count of absence of witness adjourned to following day. 


FRIDAY, September 16, 1864.. 


Board met and adjourned to Wednesday, 21st, as Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Cook was ordered to Hagerstown for some days on public business. 
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WEDNESDAY, September 21, 1864. 
Board met pursuant to adjournment, but again adjourned to wait for 
witness. 


THURSDAY, September 22, 1864. 
Board met and adjourned to following day. 


Fripay, September 23, 1864. 
Board met and adjourned to following day. 


SATURDAY, September 24, 1864. 
Board met and adjourned to following Monday. 


MonpDay, September 26, 1864. 
Board met and adjourned to following day. 


TUESDAY, September 27, 1864. 
Board met and adjourned to following day. 


WEDNESDAY, September 28, 1864. 
Board met and adjourned to following day. 


THURSDAY, September 29, 1864. 
Board met and adjourned to following day. 


FripAy, September 30, 1864, 
Board met and adjourned to following day. 


SATURDAY, October 1, 1864. 
Board met and adjourned to following Monday. 


Monpay, October 3; 1864, 
Board met and adjourned to following day. 
TUESDAY, October 4, 1864. 


Board met; all present, General Stevenson presiding. 

First Lieut. William Dean, First U.S. Cavalry, regimental quarter- 
master and- acting assistant quartermaster of Cavalry Reserve Brigade 
train, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 


Lioutenant DEAN: On or about the 12th of August I received orders from Captain 
Mann for all the army trains to move to Winchester, This order assigned the Cavalry 
Corps train a place in the order of march in the rear of the whole train. On this I went 
and consulted the quartermasters of the First and Second Brigades of my division to 
determine the order of our brigade trains. The determination was: The Second Bri- 
gade to take the lead, the First Brigade the second place, and the Cavalry Reserve Bri- 
gade the rear, thus placing it in the rear of all, Upto this time I had not been able 
to get forage to load my forage train—forage train of the brigade, seventeen wagons. 
Captain McKinney, the commissary of the brigade, had all his supplies loaded. On 
this I considered it best for the public service to send forward those wagons that 
were loaded with subsistence stores, &c., under the charge of Captain McKinney, 
the commissary of subsistence of the brigade, and I would remain behind with the 
forage train, empty, and hasten the loading of it, and haye it ready, if possible, to 
eo to the front under escort of General Duffié, who, I understood, was to go next 
morning; and, if possible, to bring on the proper supply train of the brigade, which 
was on its way from Washington to Harper’s Ferry, and expected to arrive every 
moment. I was, however, unable to get my forage train loaded until on or about 
the 14th of August. In the meantime I heard that the train had been attacked and 
destroyed, and Captain McKinney wounded. 
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By the Boarp: 
Question. Were the forage and subsistence trains both under your 
charge? 
Answer. They were. 


Question. For what reasons were the trains separated, the subsist- 
ence train being sent forward and the forage train remaining behind, 
and why did you remain behind with the forage train? : 

Answer. Because the forage train was not loaded. I considered it was necessary 
to send the rations forward to the command, and as it is my special duty to obtain 
forage I remained behind to hasten the loading and bring it ferward as soon as pos- 
sible. I had tried to get it loaded for two days previous, but the demand for forage 
was so great, owing to the unusual number of cavalry coming in, I did not succeed. 

Lieutenant DEAN: I will here state I received, while the trains were being pre- 
pared, a note from General Kenly, addressed to quartermasters in charge of trains, 
stating that he was at Charlestown with his command waiting to take charge of 
trains going to the front, and wishing to be informed when the last train would 
arrive at Charlestown. I informed Captain McKinney, in charge of the rear train, 
of the contents of this note, and also Lieutenant Evarts, in charge of the Second 
Brigade train, who was to take general supervision of the three brigade trains, cav- 
alry, and requested Captain McKinney to send word to General Kenly when his train 
would be up. 


Board adjourned to meet at 10 o’clock the following day, Friday, 7th. 
FRIDAY, October 7, 1864. 

Board met; all present; issued an order or subpoena to Captain 

McKinney, commissary of subsistence, Cavalry Reserve Brigade, to 

appear before them at their next sitting, on Monday, October 10 


instant, or as soon thereafter as practicable, and afterward adjourned 
to 10 o’clock on Monday, October 10. 


MonpaAay, October 10, 1864. 


Board met and for want of witness again adjourned to meet on the 
call of the president. 


SATURDAY, November 13, 1864. 

Board met on call of the president, and having heard all the testi- 
mony that was available to elucidate the subject-matter of inquiry, 
find the following facts: That the guard was insufficient for the num- 
ber of wagons constituting the train; that the loss of wagons was 
occasioned by the officer in charge, Capt. E. P. McKinney, commissary 
of subsistence of the Reserve Brigade,who, at the instance of First Lieut. 
William Dean, acting quartermaster, assumed to take charge of the 
train, failing to look after his train personally, and without orders per- 
mnitting the train to go into park, the drivers to unhitch and unharness 
their animals and lie down and go to sleep, so that when attacked the 
wagons could not be moved. 

The Board cannot, from the testimony, fix negligence upon any indi- 
vidual officer of the train guard, but is of opinion that there was no 
sufficient picket established whilst the train halted to prevent surprise 
or resist sudden attack. The testimony is conflicting as to the extent 
of the losses. The Board affirm the statement of Brigadier-General 
Kenly as closely approximating the losses. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, President of the Board. 
S. GRAHAM, 
Colonel Fifth Artillery New York Volunteers. 
; R. ELLSWORTH COOK, 
Lieut. Col. First Maryland Regt. Potomac Home Brigade Vols. 
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Reports of General Robert E. Lee, O. 8. Army, of operations August 
13, October 4 and 14. 


CHAFFIN’S BLUFF, August 16, 1864. 

- Colonel Mosby reports that he attacked the enemy’s supply train 
near Berryville on the 13th; captured and destroyed 75 loaded wagons 
and secured over 200 prisoners, including several officers, between 500 
and 600 horses and mules, upward of 200 beef-cattle, and many valuable 
stores. Considerable number of the enemy killed and wounded. His 
loss 2 killed and 3 wounded. 

R. E. LEE, 
General. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CHAFFIN’S BLUFF, October 9, 1864. 


Colonel Mosby reports that a body of about a thousand of the enemy 
advanced up the Manassas road on the 4th [with] trains of cars loaded 
with railroad material and occupied Salem and Rectortown. He at- 
tacked them at Salem, defeating them, capturing fifty prisoners, all 
their baggage, camp equipage, stores, &c., and killed and wounded a 
considerable number. Hisloss, two wounded. Enemy is intrenched at 
Rectortown with two log trains of cars. The railroad is torn up and 
bridges burned in their rear and all communications cut. 

i R. E. LEE. 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War. 


CHAFFIN’S BLUFF, October 16, 1864. 
On the 14th instant Colonel Mosby struck the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad at Duffield’s; destroyed U.S. military train consisting of 
locomotive and ten cars, securing twenty prisoners and fifteen horses. 
Among the prisoners are two paymasters with $168,000 in Government 
funds. 
k. HE. LEE. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


No. 5. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. John S. Mosby, Forty-third Virginia Cavalry 
Battalion. 


HApars. 4383p VIRGINIA PARTISAN RANGER BATTALION, 
September 11, 1864. 
COLONEL: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the 
commanding general, the following brief report of the operations of 
this command since the 1st day of March last :* 
" *For portion of report here omitted, see Vol. XXXIU, p. 248, and Vol. XXXVII, 
Part, p. 2. 
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On August 9, with a detachment of thirty-seven men, I defeated a 
‘pody of 100 cavalry at Fairfax Station, killing the captain command- 
ing and 6 men, and capturing 21 prisoners and 34 horses. Two 
detachments sent out at the same time in Fairfax brought in 6 
more prisoners and horses; another detachment of five sent to Dutf- 
field’s Depot brought in 10 prisoners with their horses, &e. 

On the morning of August 13 I attacked, near Berryville, the enemy’s 
supply train, which was guarded by some 700 or 800 infantry and cav- 
alry, under command of Brigadier-General Kenly. Completely routed 
the guard, with a loss of over 200 prisoners, including 3 lieutenants, 
besides several killed and wounded. Captured and destroyed 75 loaded 
wagons, and secured over 200 head of beef-cattle; between 500 and 600 
horses and mules, and many valuable stores. My loss 2 killed and 3 
wounded. My foreenumbered something over 300 men, with two mount- 
ain howitzers. One howitzer became disabled before being brought into 
action by breaking of a wheel; the other after firing a few rounds was 
rendered useless also by breaking of the carriage. 

Too much praise cannot be awarded to Captains Richards aud William 
Chapman, commanding their respective squadrons, for the bravery 
with which they scattered largely superior forces of the enemy. The 
gallant Capt. Sam Chapman, commanding Company H, although burn- 
ing for the strife, was prudently held in reserve. 

A few days after this Lieutenant Glascock, with fourteen men, cap- 
tured 29 prisoners, including several officers, with their horses, arms, 
&c., near Kernstown. At the same time Captain Richards, with a sinall 
squad, killed a captain and captured 7 or 8 men and horses near Charles- 
town. 

About August 20 I crossed with my command at Snicker’s Gap, the 
enemy being near Berryville, sending the larger portion, under Capt. 
William Chapman, to operate around Berryville and restrain the enemy 
from devastating the country. With asmall detachment I went to their 
rear, near Charlestown, and captured 12 prisoners and 10 horses. Cap- 
tain Chapman, coming upon a portion of the enemy’s cavalry which was 
engaged in burning houses, attacked aud routed them. Such was the 
indignation of our men at witnessing some of the finest residences in that 
portion of the State enveloped in flames that no quarter was shown, 
and about 25 of them were shot to death for their villainy. About 30 
horses were brought off, but no prisoners. t 

On Friday, September 3, with a squad of six men, I attacked the 
enemy’s outposts in Fairfax, mortally wounding 1 and capturing 6 men 
and 11 horses. 

On Sunday, September 5, I sent Capt. Sam Chapman, in command 
of Companies © and E, to harass the enemy around Berryville, while 1 
made a detour to gain their rear near Charlestown. Arriving at the 
river, I left the two companies that were with me (A and B), under 
Lieutenant Nelson, on the east bank of the river, while, with six more, 
I went ona reconnaissance across previous to carrying my whole force 
over. Some time after a force of the enemy’s cavalry crossed the moun- 
tain in their rear, surprised and stampeded them, killing 1, wounding 3, 
and capturing 3, One of the enemy’s cavalry was killed and 5 wounded. 
With the six men with me I succeeded in capturing and bringing out 
safely about 25 prisoners, 2 ambulances, and 18 horses. Captain Chap- 
man routed a largely superior force near Berryville, killing and wound- 
ing some 15 or 20, besides securing over 30 prisoners, including a cap- 
tain and lieutenant, with their horses, arms, Xe. j 
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On September 8, with about thirty men, having gained a position in 
the enemy’s rear near Charlestown, I divided the command for greater 
safety. One portion, under Captain Richards, captured a captain and 
12 men, with their horses, &c.; with mine I captured a lieutenant and 
5 men, with their horses, Xe. 

I have made no attempt, for it would be impossible, to-embrace in 
this report a full recital of the innumerable affairs with the enemy in 
which the heroism of both men and officers of this command has been 
illustrated; yet the fame of their deeds will still live in the grateful 
remembrance of those whose homes and whose firesides their valor has 
defended. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. MOSBY, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Colonel TAYLor, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
September 19, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General, for the 
information of the Department. : 

Attention is invited to the activity and skill of Colonel Mosby, and 
the intelligence and courage of the officers and men of his command, as 
displayed in this report. With the loss of little more than 20 men, he 
has killed, wounded, and captured during the period embraced in the 
report about 1,200 of the enemy and taken more than 1,600 horses and 
mules, 230 beef-cattle, and 85 wagons and ambulances, without count- 
ing many smaller operations. The services rendered by Colonel Mosby 
and his command in watching and reporting the enemy’s movements. 
have also been of great value. His operations have been highly credit- 
able to himself and his command. 

Rk. E. LEE, 
General. 


NEAR UPPERVILLE, VA., October 23, 1864, 


GENERAL: I desire to make an explanation in reference to the cap- 
ture of my artillery, which you have probably seen in Secretary Stan- 
ton’s official bulletin. After the enemy had accumulated such a force 
on the Manassas road that I could no longer oppose their progress in 
front, I withdrew my command inside their lines north of the road, 
in order to be ina position to assail both Sheridan’s communications in 
the Valley and also to strike the road whenever opportunity offered. 
My artillery was sent out to a place of concealment in Fauquier. Un- 
fortunately one of my men deserted and guided the enemy to where it 
was. They captured no men or horses with it. Since their advance 
up the railroad we have killed and captured over 300 of them My loss 
so far has been only four wounded and one captured. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. MOSBY, 
LDieutenant-Colonel. 


General R. E. LER. 
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AUGUST 21, 1864.—Skirmish in Loudoun County, Va. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. Roger E. Cook, First Maryland Potomac Home 
Brigade Infantry, commanding U. 8. forces at Sandy Hook, Md. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Sandy Hook, Md., August 22, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that agreeably to instructions 
from headquarters, a scouting party of the Loudoun (Virginia) Rangers 
crossed the river early in the morning of August 21, under command of 
Lieutenant Atwell, and proceeded in the direction of Leesburg, where 
they encountered a detachment of White’s battalion; routed them, with 
a loss of three men mortally wounded. Thence proceeded to Dry Hol- 
low and Grove Meeting-House, where they found five of Mosby’s com- 
mand; captured one, supposed to belong to the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment; the other four made their escape. They had just murdered a 
sick, paroled Federal soldier. They then returned to camp by the way 
of Goose Creek Meeting-House, Harmony, and Waterford. Heard of 
no enemy in force northof Rectortown. Longstreet’s command reported 
at Sperryville Gap and Front Royal. Four companies of White’s and 
Mosby’s commands are the only troops supposed to be in Loudoun 
County. 

I am, captain, most respectfully, &c., 
R. E. COOK, 
LTneutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. H. M. BURLEIGH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Sandy Hook, August 22, 1864. 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to state that the report of a scout into 
Loudoun County, Va., by a detachment of the Loudoun Rangers on 
the 21st instant, forwarded to headquarters this’ date, embraces the 
operations and is the report of the scout ordered to Aldie. The reason 
of their failure to fully execute the order is not stated in their written 
report to these headquarters, but have since learned from the lieuten- 
ant commanding the scout that it was in consequence of detachment 
of White’s or Mosby’s command, 100 strong, lying at or near that 
place, and he, having only about twenty men, did not feel safe in 
attacking them. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. COOK, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, Commanding, &e. 


Capt. H. M. BURLEIGH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Harper's Ferry, Va. 
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AUGUST 22, 1864.—Affair at Cove Point, Md. 


Report of Lieut. George D. Odell, Fifth Massachusetts Colored Cavalry. 


AUGUST 23, 1864, 
Maj. C. H. RAyMonp, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Washington: 


Magsor: I have the honor to send a copy of a telegram received by 
me to-day. The party was sent by me to investigate the facts in rela- 
tion to a complaint, referred to me from headquarters, of T. H. Quinan: 


LEONARDTOWN, MD., August 23, 1864, 
Srr: Ihave the honor to make the following report, and give a particular and 
detailed account of the bushwhackers, as at present lies in my power: 

_On receiving your dispatch on the morning of the 16th relating to Doctor Quinan and 
the blockade-runners, I sent a sergeant and six men, with three days’ rations, to Mill- 
stone Landing, with orders to leave their horses there, cross the Patuxent in a boat, 
and find Doctor Quinan, in Calvert County, and from him learn how to proceed further. 
It appears that he referred them to the provost-marshal, a civilian, at Drum Point, who 
retained them in that locality until yesterday morning. Expecting a schooner in to 
take on board some negroes, soon after daylight they got in a boat and went up to 
Cove Point, eight miles, and while some were eating breakfast on the beach the 
others were fired into a few rods from them by three men in a ravine near the road, 
and as the rest of the sergeant’s men appeared, about a dozen more appeared from 
the ravine and said, ‘‘Come on, you Yankee sons of b——-s,” and fired another vol- 
ley, which our men returned, though the sergeant fell and two men were wounded. 
My men then commenced falling back, and were closely followed by the bushwhack- 
ers, who now appeared in still stronger force, decorated in gay uniforms and armed 
mostly with carbines. My men became separated, and two struck out for the Goy- 
ernment farms, supposing that the nearest point to Leonardtown, and arrived here 
about 1 o’clock this morning on foot, their horses being at Millstone Landing. I 
have re-enforced the squad at Millstone Landing and sent two men over to Calvert 
County azain to learn more of the affair. My men and horses cannot stand a long 
march at present, or should have gone myself with a squad. I have but fifteen 
present for mounted duty. I would respectfully recommend you to have a gun-boat 
and small force of infantry sent up to Drum Point for afew days. Cove Point is 
about thirty-five miles frem here, I will make another report when my men get 
back. 

I remain, very respectfully, 
G. D. ODELL, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Mounted Patrol. 
Brigadier-General BARNES, 
Commanding. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARNES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


AUGUST 24, 1864.—Skirmish at Annandale, Va. 
RHPORTS. 
No. 1.—Lieut. Col. Henry H. Wells, Twenty-sixth Michigan Infantry, Provost-Mar- 


shal-General of Defenses South of the Potomac. 
No. 2.—Capt. Joseph Schneider, Sixteenth New York Cavalry. 


No. 1. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Henry H. Wells, Twenty-sixth Michigan Infantry, 
Provost-Marshal-General of Defenses south of the Potomac. 
ALEXANDRIA, VA., August 24, 1864. 


My cavalry has just returned. Mosby, with about 250 men, attacked 
the stockade at Annandale at 5o’clock. Posting his two pieces of artil- 
lery on the right and left of the road just out of carbine range, say 
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twenty rods, fired once and sent flag to demand surrender; fired again, 
deploying his cavalry around the stockade, and again demanded a sur- 
render. This was repeated three times and as often promptly refused, 
and on the last time he was told that if he sent a flag of truce again it 
would be fired on. His artillery firing was very wild, and though con- 
tinued at intervals for over an hourno one was hit. We had one horse 
killed. A sergeant and two men on picket were captured. Mosby 
retreated and was pursued by Major Horton with a detachment from 
Falls Church. The enemy went out by the Warrenton road. 

Respectfully, 

H. H. WELLS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General. 
Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 
Report of Capt. Joseph Schneider, Sixteenth New York Cavalry. 


Hpe@Rs. DETACH. SIXTEENTH NEW YORK VOL. CAy., 
Annandale Stockade, Va., August 25, 1864. 

Str: Ineclosed I have the honor to forward a report of the repulse of 
Mosby’s forces in an attack on the stockade at Annandale, Va.: 

Wednesday morning, at 13 minutes to 5 o’clock, the camp was 
alarmed by three shots fired by the picket on the Fairfax Court-House 
road; immediately after which the rebels who had taken the picket, 
consisting of one sergeant and three men, fired about three shells 
into our camp; then a detachment of about 100 men charged up toward 
our entrance; being received there by a volley, they swerved to the 
south, surrounding the south and east side of our camp. A flag of 
truce was sent demanding, in Colonel Mosby’s name, the surrender of 
our camp. Under cover of this flag of truce they advanced their two 
pieces (field) to within 300 or 400 yards of our camp—one on the south- 
west, the other on the northwest corner. The question of surrender- 
ing being answered in the negative in the most decisive terms they 
commenced to bombard our camp in good earnest, one piece throwing 
shell, the other one grape. After firing nearly a dozen more shots 
they sent another flag of truce on the northwest side, where Captain 
Mickles had charge of the defetises, who told them not to come with 
any more flags of truce, as he would not respect them, which same 
answer two bearers of flags of truce received from me on the east side 
of the camp during a tour of inspection I made around the abatis. 
Finding their -persuasious, both in shelling and negotiating, of no 
account, they, being probably warned of the approach of re-enforce- 
ments, after some further demonstrations, sent their field pieces up the 
Fairfax Court-House road, and then they themselves slowly retired. 
I had seen about 250 or 300 men and had no means of ascertaining 
their correct number, and thought it only a feint when they left; there- 
fore I did not make any demonstrations to pursue them, although Com- 
panies B and © had their horses in readiness. The attack lasted 
nearly one hour and a half, and they fired from thirty to forty eannon 
shots, besides some small-arin practice. They wounded two horses of 
Company A and deranged some of our quarters and Company C's sta- 
ble (old barn), The casualties on the rebel side, as far as we can 
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learn, were one man and three horses killed and three men wounded. 
We also learned that their force was over 400 men when they passed 
the Court-House. Mrs. Tennison, who lives east of the camp, refused 
the laundresses to come in her house, and told them “get away from 
here into your camp,” harboring at the same time some of the rebel 
leaders with whom she was acquainted. Finally, I have to state, that 
“ete officers and men, with but very few exceptions, behaved splen- 
idly. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. SCHNEIDER, 
Captain, 16th N. Y. Cav., Comdg. Detach. 16th N. Y. Vol. Cav. 


N. B.—The re-enforcements arrived too late to be of any service to us, 
as it was two hours and ten minutes from the first shot to their arrival, 
under Major Horton, Sixteenth New York Volunteer Cavalry. 


First Lieut. E. Y. LANSING, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Brigade. 


SEPTEMBER 14, 1864.,—Skirmish near Centerville, W. Va. 
Report of Capt. Harrison H, Hagans, First West Virginia Cavalry. 


BUCKHANNON, W. VA., September 15, 1864. 
With sixteen men I pursued and overtook thirty horse-thieves thirty 
miles above this place. I killed four, wounded several, and drove them 
out. Another squad of twelve has made its appearance in another 
direction to-day. Ihave sent men after them. My loss in fight yes- 
terday, one man wounded and two horses killed. The country is in- 
fested, and unless I have more force will be overrun. 
H. H. HAGANS. 
Colonel WILKINSON, 
Commanding, Clarksburg, W. Va. 


SEPTEMBER 17-28, 1864.—Witcher’s expedition into West Virginia, in- 
cluding skirmishes at Buckhannon (27th—28th), 


RHPORTS. 


No. 1.—General Robert E. Lee, C. 8. Army. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Vincent A, Witcher, Thirty-fourth Battalion Virginia Cavalry. 


No. 1. 
Report of General Robert BH. Lee, 0. S. Army. 


ITEADQUARTERS, 
Chafivs Bluff, October 5, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Witcher has returned from his expedition . to 
Western Virginia. He visited Bulltown, Jacksonville, Westover, 
Buckhannon, Walkersville, and Weston. Reports that he destroyed 
a million dollars worth of stores, captured 300 prisoners, with their 
horses and equipments, brought out 500 horses, and 200 beet-cattle, 
and sustained no loss. 
hk. 1K. LEE. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON. 
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No. 2. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Vincent A. Witcher, Thirty-fourth Battalion Vir- 
ginia Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY COMMAND, 
Lewis’ Mill, Greenbrier County, W. Va., October 5, 1864. 


~ CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders from department headquarters, I 
started with my command (Thirty-fourth Virginia Cavalry Battalion) 
from Jeffersonville, Tazewell County, Va., on the 17th day of. Septem- 
ber, passing by way of Narrows of New River to Lewisburg, Va., where 
I was joined by Capts. P. J. Thurmond’s, W. D. Thurmond’s, W. H. 
Payne’s, J. Bumgard’s, [and] J. W. Amick’s companies, making in all 
523 men effective, 267 of which were infantry. 

I left Lewisburg on the 22d instant, passed over the mountain by the 
Cold Knob route. I captured Bulltown on the evening of the 25th in- 
stant. This place was well fortified. The home-guard garrison was 
soon dispersed and the fortifications and cabins burned. Left Bull- 
town on the 26th instant. Here it was found that the infantry were 
so much worn down that it would be impossible for them to get to 
Weston (twenty-five miles) that day, which was all-important. I there- 
fore dismounted the cavalry command and mounted as many of the 
infantry as there was horses (though a great many of the horses had 
broken down and been abandoned on the mountains) and let them ride 
ten miles, which brought the command to within fifteen miles of 
Weston. At this point the horses were again changed and the infantry 
was pushed on to within five and a half miles of Weston. They were 
then left under command of Capt. W. D. Thurmond to come up as fast 
as possible. I pressed the mounted men forward as rapidly as possible 
and got possession of Weston about5 p.m. Thesurprise was complete. 
The home-guard pickets knew nothing of the advance until they were 
prisoners. In Weston there was a large amount of stores of all kinds, 
the useful articles being turned over to the command. Besides the 
stores the Exchange Bank was captured, the funds, amounting to 
$5,287.85, were turned over to Lieut. J. W. Branham, aide-de-camp, 
who will turn them over to the proper authorities for the use of the 
Confederate Government. Here I detached Capt. William H. Payne, 
with his company, and ordered him to proceed to Janelew, a point 
seven miles from Weston on the Clarksburg road. At this place he 
destroyed some stores, arms, and the telegraph. 

On the 27th Lleft Weston and proceeded to Buckhannon. About five 
miles from that place we encountered one company of cavalry, which 
was driven at a charge through the town and out on the Clarksburg 
road. After remaining in Buckhannon a short time I passed out on 
the French Creek road to a point a mile; there went into camp and 
rested until 2a,.m. Ithen informed the battalion commanders that 
we would again take Buckhannon. The command moved off, and at 
daylight they charged and surrounded the town, capturing Maj. T. F. 
Lang, Third [Sixth] Virginia (bogus) Cavalry (Averell’s brigade), 100 
men and horses, with equipments complete. As soon as it was daylight 
I ordered the Government stores destroyed. They consisted of a very 
large quantity of quartermaster’s, commissary, and medical stores, 
besides 1,000 stand of small-arms. 

I have returned with 400 fresh horses, 200 beef-cattle; captured and 
paroled 300 prisoners. I mounted all the infantry. 
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The road traveled was a bridle-path for sixty miles. My men and 
horses suffered very much on the mountains for rations. I lost only 
one man; he was captured. 

My thanks are due to Captain McFarlane, commanding Thirty-fourth 
Battalion Virginia Cavalry, also to Capts. P. J. and W. D. Thurmond 
and W. H. Payne, all of whom did their whole duty. Cadet Buffing- 
ton behaved in a very gallant and soldiery manner during the raid. 

I would most respectfully call the attention of the general command- 
ing to the gallant and meritorious conduct of Lieut. J. W. Branham, 
aide-de-camp; also to Adjutant Wade, Thirty-fourth Battalion Virginia 
Cavalry, both of whom were at all times at their posts. 

1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
V. A. WITCHER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. JoHN L. SANDFORD, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Southwest Va. and East Tenn. 


SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 1, 1864.—Nounnan’'s expedition into the 
Kanawha Valley, W. Va., including skirmish at Coalsmouth (September 
30). 


RHEPORTS. 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Jeremiah C. Sullivan, U. 8. Army, commanding Kanawha Valley 
forces. 
No. 2.—Maj. James H. Nounnan, Sixteenth Virginia Cavalry, commanding expedi- 
tion. 
No. $.—Capt. Joshua E. Hobbs, Sixty-fourth Virginia Cavalry. 
No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Jeremiah C, Sullivan, U. S. Army, commanding 
Kanawha Valley forces. 
CHARLESTON, October 1, 1864. 
A force of the enemy, 150 strong, attacked the post at Coalsmouth 
at 9 o’clock last night. They were driven off; their loss was five 
wounded and one killed. The force from Winfield pursued and cap- 


tured one prisoner. 
J.C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier- General. 
Captain BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 
Report of Maj. James H. Nounnan, Siateenth Virginia Cavalry, com- 
manding expedition. 
DUBLIN, October 18, 1864, 
Maj. J. STODDARD JOHNSTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, &e.: 

Magor: [I inclose the report of Maj. J. H. Nounnan of an expedition 
to the Kanawha Valley. The part borne by Captain Hobbs, of Pride- 
more’s regiment, is particularly worthy of notice, 

I am, major, very respectfully, &c., 
JNO, ECHOLS, 


Brigadier-General, 
41 R R—-VOL XLII, PT I 
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TAZEWELL Court-House, VA., October 14, 1864. 


GENERAL: In obedience to your instructions, I moved with the 
detachment under my command from this place on 23d ultimo in 
the direction of the Kanawha Valley and attacked the enemy, 100 
strong, at Mouth of Coal on 30th ultimo at dark, but owing to the river 
being past fording, and all the ferry-boats having been removed to the 
east side of the river, where the enemy were intrenched, I failed to dis: 
lodge them, and after skirmishing with them across the river about two 
hours and securing a large supply of boots, shoes, heavy clothing, 
worsted goods, and hats from a store-boat on the west side of the 
river, I withdrew my command, with the loss of two wounded. The 
loss of the enemy was eight or ten killed and wounded. After leaving 
Mouth of Coal I moved down the Guyandotte turnpike and encamped 
at Hurricane Bridge for the purpose of feeding and resting, and went 
myself with an escort of eight men toward Winfield to secure reliable 
information concerning the enemy posted there, and if possible to hear 
from Colonel Witcher. On my way to camp, and when within four miles 
of it, I suddenly came upon a small squad of the enemy about 3 o’clock 
in the morning. We came together at full speed and were all mixed 
up with each other before we knew it, and our meeting was alike sur- 
prising to them as to myself. I was immediately unhorsed, and my 
escort, being greatly outnumbered, were speedily dispersed and four of 
them captured. Myself and the rest, under cover of the darkness, 
escaped through the fields, losing two horses. Before it was possible for 
me to reach camp, Captain Hobbs, the officer in charge, moved the com- 
mand with unparalleled celerity in the direction of Logan Court-House, 
marching that day fifty-seven miles. This movement I am entirely 
unable to explain, for there was no enemy threatening us, and but few 
of the enemy’s scouts to be seen along the roads, and none whatever 
pursued him. He was either actuated by cowardice or a determination 
to desert me and return to within our lines. I supposed that he would 
certainly report to his regiment in this county, but to my surprise and 
astonishment he crossed the Dry Fork of Sandy twenty-five miles west 
of this place on last Tuesday week and ‘went in the direction of Lee 
County, where I understand he has arrived, and has never reported to 
his regiment. His march for speed is without precedent, and through- 
out his march he stripped every citizen of horses who happened to fall 
in his way, and committing some of the most outrageous depredations 
upon defenseless and loyal citizens. 

The object of the expedition was fully accomplished, notwithstand- 
ing the course of Captain Hobbs, as the enemy’s attention was drawn 
to the south side of the Kanawha, where they supposed I had a large 
force. ‘There are nine companies of cavalry in the Valley from Guyan- 
dotte to Cannelton—seven companies of Seventh Virginia and two com- 
panies of New York cavalry, numbering in the aggregate 700 men. The 
companies are posted as follows: two at Guyandotte, one at Winfield, 
one at Coal, one at Charleston, two at Camp Piatt, and two at Cannel- 
ton. Situated as they are, 150 men can clear the lower Valley of the 
enemy, and I would not hesitate to attempt to drive the whole force 
from there with 200 good cavalry. 

_ Iwill see you in a few days in person—about Thursday next. I have 
Just arrived here, and am so worn out that I will rest a few days. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your friend and obedient servant, 
J. H. NOUNNAN, 
Major, Commanding Detachment 9f Cavalry. 
Brigadier-General ECHOLS, Comdg. Dept. of 8, W, Va.and E, Tenn, 
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No. 3. 


Report of Capt. Joshua E. Hobbs, Sixty-fourth Virginia Cavalry. 


HpQrs. DETACHMENT SIXTY-FOURTH VIRGINIA CAVALRY, 
- Scott County, Va., October 15, 1864. 

I was ordered with a detachment of fifty men to report to Maj. J. H. 
Nounnan, Sixteenth Virginia Cavalry, September 23. The major took 
command, moving in the direction of the Kanawha Valley, Va., passing 
through the mountains, and thence to the Valley. 

September 30 attacked a Yankee force at the mouth of Coal River, 
forcing them across the river. We fought them an hour. Not being 
able to cross the river, as they had possession of the boats, we then 
retired from the field, intending to attack Winfield next morning at 
daylight, but finding our ammunition was nearly expended, we con- 
cluded to fall back on the James River and Kanawha turnpike near the 
Hurricane Bridge and encamp till next morning. -As we could not hear 
from Colonel Witcher, Major Nounnan directed me where to encamp, 
and took a scout of ten men and went in the direction of Winfield to 
see if he could learn anything from Colonel Witcher; was to report 
next morning at daylight, at which time if he heard nothing from 
Witcher he said he intended to make his way out. 

I remained in camp till 8 or 9 o’clock next morning, and one of his 
scouts came in; reported the major and eight of his scouts captured. 
I resolved to come out by the way ot Tug Fork of Sandy. Getting in- 
formation that the enemy was trying to cut me off at Wyoming Court- 
House, I thought to come out by the way of Rorick’s Gap; but learn- 
ing the Yankees were in Tazewell County, Va., and probably would cut 
me off at Jeffersonville, Va., I then struck in the direction of Grundy. 
When I reached there I found the Yankees were passing back to Ken- 
tucky. I managed to cross the Lavica road. Our scouts met. I then 
eame through the mountains to Guest’s Station; found a force had 
passed there just a few hours [before]. My horses were too much jaded, 
and no artillery to pursue them. I then came to Scott County, Va., 
where I could feed till I could hear from our regiment. I learn it is at 
Wytheville, Va., or near there. 

Our loss was two wounded, one left in the hands of the enemy; 
major and eight men captured. 

We had about seventy-five men in all. Straggling soldiers joined us 
as we went down; dodged out as we came back. I have about thirty 
or forty men with me. 

Major, my stock is broke down, and it is impossible fer me to march 
till my horses recuperate. I would be glad if you would permit me to 
report to Colonel Vandeventer, commanding in Lee County, Va., as 
there are bushwhackers and Yankee scouts running through the county 
destroying the crops, &c. If not permitted to report to him, to report 
to the lame corral in Lee County, Va., from Sixty-fourth Virginia Cav- 
alry, till I can recruit my stock. ) 

Major, I can gather a good many absentees belonging to our regi- 
ment in a short time if allowed to remain here a few days. If I am 
ordered to the regiment now I will be compelled to leave a portion of 
my stock. 

I am, yours, respectfully, 
JOSHUA E. HOBBS, 
Capt., Comdg. Detachment of Sixty-fourth Regt. Virginia Cav, 

Major JOHNSTON, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen., Dept. of Southwest Va, and East Tenn, 
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Masor: If Captain Hobbs should be ordered to report to me for a 
few days I am confident he can do good service. There are a great 
many absentees in Lee and Scott from Sixty-fourth Virginia and 
Edmundson’s battalion. 

Respectfully, &c., 
A. S. VANDEVENTER, 
Colonel. 


OCTOBER 7-11, 1864.—Operations in Montgomery County, Md. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Erastus B. Tyler, U. S. Army, commanding First 
Separate Brigade, Eighth Army Corps. 


Hpgrs. First SEPARATE Bric., EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
Relay House, October 13, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the move- 
ments of the troops of my command since I received information of the 
presence of guerrillas in Maryland: 

On the 7th instant I was informed by department headquarters that 
a small body of guerrillas had made their appearance at Sandy Springs, 
Montgomery County. I at once ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Knight, 
commanding First Delaware Cavalry, to proceed with his command to 
Sandy Springs to intercept them. Orders were also given Smith’s 
Independent Company Maryland Cavalry to proceed to same point and 
report to Colonel Knight for the purpose of thoroughly scouring that 
whole country. 

On the 8th instant orders were received from Major-General Halleck, 
through department headquarters, to send all the mounted forces toward 
Rockville—to call them in from all points for this purpose; also to send 
Rank’s battery (H), Third Pennsylvania Artillery, which had four guns 
at Monrovia, to join the other forces and to cover the Washington 
Branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, as it was reported that 
Mosby with 800 men had crossed at Snicker’s Gap and was about to 
make a raid into Maryland. These orders were complied with and the 
troops concentrated at Rockville. 

On the 11th instant, at 5 p. m., I was informed by department head- 
quarters that a telegram from Major-General Halleck had been received 
stating that Mosby had not crossed the Potomae and probably would 
not, but that.my forces should remain in the field for the present, and 
that I should be left free to move as I might deem best against any 
guerrillas I might hear of. Immediately upon receipt of this order 
Colonel Knight was directed to order Rank’s battery to Monrovia and 
to scour the country thoroughly between the railroad and Potomac; to 
arrest all persons that could not satisfactorily account for themselves; 
to have his men instructed so as to concentrate them rapidly at any 
point, and to report as often as possible to these headquarters. All of 
which was complied with as promptly as time and distance would per- 
mit. 

I would respectfully state that the southern boundary of my com- 
mand is described in orders as being on a straight line drawn from 
mouth of Monocacy River to Annapolis Junction, passing through 
Barnesville, Middlebrook, and Mechanicsville. The country south of 
this line and north of the Potomac is included in the Department of 
Washington, Lhave never been informed of the withdrawal of the forces 
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guarding the different fords of the Potomac, except by the order referred 
to from General Halleck, yet for months past I have kept up daily 
patrols to the Potomac for my own protection, and when we have found 
General Augur’s pickets withdrawn have guarded the fords as best we 
could until pickets were re-established. Since the loss of the three 
infantry regiments my remaining force has been kept nearer the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad, with the protection of which I was specially 
charged, Any other duty or territory it may be the pleasure of my 
superiors to assign me, I beg to assure you shall receive my prompt 
attention, and such instructions as may be given me will be complied 
with if within the scope of my ability and power to accomplish. My 
entire mounted cavalry force is watching the fords and scouring the 
country between the Potomac and the railroad, and will continue until 
ordered to some other duty. Over 200 of the First Delaware Cavalry 
are without horses and have been since they joined my command. 
Requisitions have been twice forwarded and the issue strongly urged 
by my department commander and myself. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
KE. B. TYLER, 
Brigadier-General,. Commanding. 
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 


OCTOBER 11, 1864.—Skirmish near Petersburg, W. Va. 
Report of Capt. Daniel Sheets, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
New Creek, Va., October 13, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that a squad of three 
“Swamps” have arrived here, 5 o’clock this p. m., in charge of a prisoner, 
one of Imboden’s scouts. They report that the “Swamps,” 198 men, 
under command of Captain Boggs, met the rebels under Harness on the 
morning of the 11th instant (Tuesday), about two miles south of 
Petersburg, and a fight took place, lasting about three hours; result 
not known. Captain Kelley encamped near Greenland Gap last night 
and moved in direction of Petersburg early this morning; my cavalry 
following soon after. It appears that the “Swamps” had anticipated 
the design of the rebels, and had made ample preparations to meet 
them. Seven deserters have arrived here this day. 


Very respectfully, We. 
Turia’ a DANIEL SHEETS, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


Lieut. C. A. FREEMAN, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


OCTOBER 26, 1864.—Skirmish at Winfield, W. Va. 
Report of Col. John H. Oley, Seventh West Virginia Cavalry. 
CHARLESTON, W, VA., October 26, 1864. 


Witcher, with 400 men, attacked Winfield at 3 this a. m., where one 
company of the Seventh Virginia Cavalry was stationed. He was 
repulsed and isretreating. Capt. Philip J. Thurmond fell into our hands 
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mortally wounded and has since died. Detachment of the Seventh 
Virginia are in pursuit. The enemy have retreated from Loup Creek, 
with loss of three or four killed and several wounded. 
JNO. H. OLEY, | 
Colonel. 
Captain BorsFoRD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OCTOBER 28-29, 1864.—Operations about Snicker’s Gap (28th) and skir- 
mish (29th) at Upperville, Va. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Christopher C. Augur, U. 8. Army. 


RECTORTOWN, VA., October 29, 1864. 
Early yesterday morning I sent a part of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry 
to near Snicker’s Gap to arrest one of Mosby’s boarding-house keepers. 
‘They have returned with him and 15 of Mosby’s men, 17 horses and 
equipments, and a number of revolvers. The track is taken up to 
within about a mile of this place. I shall not leave here for White 
Plains probably until to-morrow. 
Cc. C. AUGUR, 
Major-Generatl., 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


SALEM, VA., October 30, 1864. 
A portion of the Eighth Illinois had a brtish with Mosby yesterday 
near Upperville, and whipped him badly, killing 7 or 8, and capturing 
9. The track will be taken up half way between this and Rectortown 
to-day. They are getting on very slowly—as fast, however, as they 
possibly can. I go to White Plains this morning. 
Cc. C. AUGUR, 


Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, 


Chief of Staff. 


OCTOBER 29, 1864.—Action at Beverly, W. Va. 
RHPORTS. 
No, 1.—Col. Nathan Wilkinson, Sixth West Virgima Infantry, commanding U. S. 
forces West of Piedmont. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Robert Youart, Eighth Ohio Cavalry, commanding U. S. forces at 
Beverly. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Col. Nathan Wilkinson, Sixth West Virginia Infantry, com- 
manding U. 8. forces West of Piedmont. 


CLARKSBURG, W. VA., October 29, 1864. 
_ Major Hall, with 350 rebels, attacked Beverly this morning at day- 
light. After two hours’ hard fighting the enemy was routed completely. 
with a loss of 115 prisoners, 2 surgeons, 15 killed. Major Hall is mor. 
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tally wounded and in our hands. Our loss, Lieutenant Peck and 6 
enlisted men killed; Major Shaw, Lieutenant Howell, and 20 enlisted 
men wounded. The rebels took to the mountains, very much demor-: 


alized. 
N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Forces. 


Major-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Mad. 


HEADQUARTERS FORCES WEST OF PIEDMONT, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Clarksburg, W. Va., November 11, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: [ have the honor to herewith transmit Lieutenant- 
Colonel Youart’s (Eighth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry) report of the action 
at Beverly, W. Va., October 29, 1864. 

The rebels, under Major Hall, with a force of about 360 men, attacked 
Beverly at daybreak on that morning, and after two hours’ hard 
fighting were splendidly repulsed, with a loss of, as follows: Killed 
in action, lieutenants, 2; enlisted men, 14. Drowned, enlisted men, 4. 
Total killed, 20. Prisoners wounded, major (Hall), 1; lieutenants, 2; 
enlisted men, 22; total wounded, 25. Prisoners uninjured, surgeons, 
2; lieutenants, 1; enlisted men, 92; total, 95. Total killed, wounded, 
and uninjured, 140. 

Of the uninjured prisoners, ninety-one have been sent to Clarksburg, 
and thence forwarded to Camp Chase, via Wheeling, W. Va. An 
investigation of the list of these prisoners discloses the fact that they 
represented no less than twenty-one distinct rebel regiments and bat- 
teries. 

The casualties on our part were 46, as follows: Killed in action, lieu- 
tenant (Peck), 1; enlisted men, 8; total killed, 9. Wounded, major (J. 
W. Shaw, severely), 1; lieutenant (I. Howell, severely), 1; enlisted 
men—mortally, 1; severely, 13; slightly, 7; total wounded, 23. Missing 
in action, supposed to be captured, 14. Total casualties, all of the 
Eighth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, 46. 

The force at Beverly was a detachment of the Highth Ohio Cavalry, 
some of whom had no arms, and the greater number who were armed 
had only the Union carbine, which is the worst thing of the kind I 
have seen, and is an entirely unreliable weapon. 

I would respectfully call the attention of the gencral commanding to 
the notice made by Lieut. Col. R. Youart of officers of his command 
who particularly distinguished themselves on that occasion, 

I also inclose a list of the prisoners of war taken at Beverly, and 
received and forwarded from here to Camp Chase; also a list of the 
prisoners who were detained at Beverly by reason of wounds; also a 
list of our own killed, wounded, and missing,* and have the honor to be, 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. WILKINSON, 


Colonel, Commanding Forces, &e. 


Lieut. C. A. FREEMAN, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cumberland, Md. 


* Lists omitted. 
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CEDAR CREEK, VA., October 31, 1864. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. B. F, KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Md. : 

Please extend my thanks to the officers and men ai Beverly for their 
brilliant victory of the 29th instant; a few more such will rid that 
country of these villains. 

Respectfully, 
GEORGE CROOK, 
Major-General. 


No. 2. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Robert Youart, Eighth Ohio Cavalry, commanding 
U. S. forces at Beverly. 


Hpers. EIGHTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLUNTEER CAVALRY, 
Beverly, W. Va., November 9, 1864. 

Srr: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 29th of 
October last, about 5 a. m., Major Hall with a force of Confederates, 
360 strong, from Jackson’s command, made an attack on this detach- 
ment of the Eighth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. They had expected to 
surprise us and catch the command asleep. As it was, the men were 
in ranks for reveille roll-call. The rebels had flanked the mounted 
pickets and patrols and crept-up to the inner and dismounted picket- 
line, 150 yards fromcamp. At the pickets’ challenge they charged with 
a yell for the camp over aa open field. The men of my command at 
the rebel yell broke into their huts for their arms. The front company, 
F, was thrown out as skirmishers, but the rebel line sweptit back. The 
other companies had half formed when the rebel fire scattered the 125 
unarmed men of my command in flight through the camp and broke 
up for a time all organization. Then began a struggle among the 
quarters. In the darkness, friend and foe were hardly distinguishable. 
Both parties were taking and guarding prisoners at the same time. 
The rebel force divided and one-half was shifted to the rear of camp. 
When day broke I with other officers had rallied and formed about 
fifty men, and ordered a charge on the force in the rear. The rebels 
were started. Major Shaw fell severely wounded. A second charge 
routed the rebels. I then turned my attention to the force in front and 
routed it. J ordered immediate pursuit, which resulted in the capture 
of nearly all the force operating on the front of camp. 

Our loss was: First Lieut. Joshua Peck, Company L, and 7 enlisted 
men killed; Second Lieut. Folger Howell, Company I, and 3 enlisted 
men mortally wounded; Maj. J. W.Shaw and 19 enlisted men wounded, 
and 13 enlisted men captured. 

The rebel loss was: Killed in action, Lieutenants Gamble and Kears- 
ley and 14 enlisted men. Four privates were drowned trying to escape. 
Maj. H. Hall, Sixty-second Virginia Infantry, and Lieut. M. C. Reger, 
Twenty-fifth Virginia Infantry, were wounded severely. Lieut. L. D. 
Lorentz, Lurty’s (Virginia) battery, slightly, 8 enlisted men mortally and 
14 severely and slightly, wounded; all captured. We captured unin- 
jured, Surg. W. T. Hertzog, Forty-sixth Virginia Battalion; Asst. Surg. 
i, White, Sixty-second Virginia Infantry; Lieut. R. D. Lurty, Wing’s 
[Lurty’s] (Virginia) battery, and 92 enlisted men; also 90 stand of arms 
of various patterns. The prisoners represent eleven different regiments.. 


Cnar. LV.} AFFAIR AT GREEN SPRING RUN, W. VA. 649 


The unarmed men by hastening out of the fight and the worthlessness 
of the Union carbine with which my command is armed greatly en- 
dangered my success. [ had-about 200 men in the action. 

Too much praise cannot be awarded the gallantry of the men, fight- 
ing an unknown and unexpected foe in the dark, and to the coolness 
and courage of the officers in hastening from hut to hut, oftentimes 
knocking over rebels to make their way, and finally organizing a suf- 
ficient force to charge and rout the enemy. I desire particularly to 
mention Maj. J. W. Shaw, Capts. C. H. Evans, R. Lyle, and L. Bechtel— 
Major Shaw for his gallantry in leading the charge in which he was 
wounded; Captain Evans, the first officer to check the fleeing men of 
the command and for forming a rallying point at which to effect organ- 
zation, and subsequently for his promptness in pursuit; Captains Lyle 
and Bechtel for efficient assistance rendered; Lieuts. G. W. Cable, J. 
Peck, F. Howell, and George H. Potter, for setting the men a good ex- 
ample by their coolness and courage in executing orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. YOUART, 
Tieutenant-Colonel Eighth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 


Lieut. C. A. FREEMAN, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NOVEMBER 1, 1864.—Affair at Green Spring Run, W. Va. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Bvt. Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. 8. Army. 
No. 2.—Capt. Robert P. Kennedy, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. Army. 


No. 1. 
Report of Brot. Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. 8. Army. 


CUMBERLAND, November 1, 1864. 
The post at Green Spring was attacked this a. m. at 4 o’clock by 
about 200 rebels, believed to be McNeill’s and White’s guerrillas. The 
eaptain was wounded and the first lieutenant killed, and most of the 
command, with their horses and equipments, captured. ‘The troop train 
arrived just in time to prevent the capture of the express train west. 
Trains allsafe. Traineast has gone forward. Therebels have retreated 
with their captured property. My cavalry are after them, but I fear 
will not overtake them. The Twenty-first New York Cavalry left here 
this a. m. for Martinsburg, via Springfield, Bloomery Gap, Unger’s 

Store, and Shanghai. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


Brigadier-General SEWARD, 
Martinsburg. 
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Report of Capt. Robert P. Kennedy, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. 
Army. 


CUMBERLAND, November 1, 1864. 


Two hundred guerrillas attacked the railroad garrison of forty of 
the Fifteenth New York Cavalry at Green Spring Run Station this 
morning, and captured the greater portion of them. Lieutenant Lyon, 
in command, was badly wounded, and Lieutenant Hatch. Several of 
the men were killed and wounded. The guerrillas carried off the greater 
portion of their horses and arms, &c. No trains captured. 

Rk. P. KENNEDY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Major-General Crook. 


NOVEMBER 5-12, 1864.—Witcher’s operations in the Kanawha Valley, 
W. Va., including the capture of the U. S. steamers Barnum and Fawn on 
the Big Sandy River. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. Vincent A. Witcher, Thirty-fourth Battalion Vir- 
ginia Cavalry, commanding expedition. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
November 8, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I captured and burned 
two U.S. armed steamers, the Barnum and Fawn, on the 5th instant, 
with a quantity of small-arms, in Buffalo Shoals, in Big Sandy River. 
The enemy’s loss, two killed and five prisoners.. The others were 
enabled to escape, as I was unable to cross the river. Upon the same 
day I captured and destroyed a large amount of military stores at 
Mellonsburg, including the cooking utensils of one brigade, driving the 
enemy’s cavalry under his guns and fortifications at Louisa. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
V. A. WITCHER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


General J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Comdg. Department of Western Virginia and East Tennessee. 


{Indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
November 28, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of the Department. 
Colonel Witcher deserves great credit for the boldness and skill with 
which he has operated in the western part of this State. 
For General R. E. Lee: 
W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistunt Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS EXPEDITION, 
Logan Court-House, November 15, 1864. 


GENERAL: Upon my recent expedition I destroyed many stores and 
two steam-boats upon the Big Sandy River. I also mounted fifty-seven 
recruits on captured horses. I have also brought out fifty odd head of 
fine beef-cattle, which are being sent to Mr. Nichols, in Burke’s Garden. 
There are some indications of a cavalry raid to Saltville or Dublin. 
The enemy has in the Valley the Seventh Virginia Cavalry, at least 
800 strong, and the First New York Cavalry, about 600. 

I will reach Wyoming Court-House to-morrow, and will remain 
there ten days to gather up cattle and two companies of recruits 
organized in Wyoming forme. From that point I will proceed to Mercer 
Court-House, as it will be impossible to cross New River at any other 
point at the present state of the water but at the Narrows. I shall go 
this route, too, with a view of covering the cattle and for the purpose 
of being in a situation to move in any direction you may desire. How- 
ever, after getting to Princeton, if I can by any possible means cross the 
river at Pack’s Ferry I shall do so. My own force, if the recruits were 
armed, is fully capable of taking care of the enemy’s force in the Kana- 
wha Valley. My command, too, is in splendid fix; however, I regret 
to say that many of the men need clothing, and I have very little am- 
munition. I send my adjutant with this, and authority to make requi- 
sitions in my name. Please send all the clothing that can be spared, 
300 guns and equipments, and 5,000 rounds of ammunition caliber 
54, 5,000 caliber .58, and 5,000 caliber .69, and ammunition for the 
guns sent me. 

I have here with me in camp four companies of recruits. I under- 
stand there is also two companies in Wyoming waiting for me. I have 
also in this county four or five other companies now in process of 
formation that have each fifteen or twenty men. As the enemy was, 
when I came here, vigorously drafting in the lower counties, I con- 
cluded to let them stay and fill up, with the assurance that they 
would come to joinme. I have just heard from the Kanawha Valley. 
The enemy’s troops say they: are going to Pearisburg. or Dublin. 
Should he go this route or to Saltville I will most certainly be on his 
front or rear. Princeton is the best point for me, should he do either. 
However, I am inclined to believe they are simply making arrange- 
ments to get after me, and to this end will be prepared for him, any- 
way. Should all of this turn out to be nothing I very much desire 
to make one more movement into Northwest Virginia this winter, and 
then dismount my command and act as infantry the balance of it, 
so as to discipline and organize the command. The whole command 
needs discipline and organization. I think, too, if this was done the 
command could be largely recruited this winter. Indeed, in my opinion, 
were the local organizations in this country disbanded the organization 
of a new regiment would only be a question of time—I mean a regi- 
ment in addition to the command I am now raising for Colonel Swann. 
My own battalion is already a regiment, and Swann will have, when I 
gather them together, seven companies, besides five or six unorganized 
squads. However, the organization of this regiment altogether depends 
upon the locality of my command this winter. ; 

In conclusion, general, allow me to say that I regard this as a most 
auspicious time to send your Kentucky command into Kentucky, as I 
am induced to believe thousands of recruits might be secured out of 
Morgan’s old command and the thousands of guerrillas scattered all 
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over the State, and in consequence of the rigid conscription and the high 
political excitement now so prevalent all over the State, and I believe 
if this was done that Vaughn, Pridemore, and myself could be fully 
able to take care of the department; and I have but little doubt that 
500 armed men could go anywhere in the northeastern and central por- 
tion of the State. 

I am, in conclusion, general, with sentiments of high respect, your 
obedient servant, 

V. A. WITCHER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


P. S.—If I receive no further orders I will assemble Swann’s com- 
mand at Centerville and organize it. Should I hear nothing rendering 
it imprudent for me to do so I will also report to you in person at 
Wytheville, as it will only require about forty-eight hours to do so and 
return to my command. Sbould you disapprove of this or wish to com- 
municate with me, I will have a courier at the Narrows of New River 
after the 19th instant until the command reaches Greenbrier. I will 
keep scouts constantly in the Kanawha Valley and watch every move- 
ment of the enemy. However, I think there is no danger from that 
direction, as it requires all his forces there for garrison purposes, and I 
have no doubt but that I could have taken the Valley upon this expe- 
dition if I had had two pieces of artillery. The enemy refused to fight 
me everywhere except from his forts and fortifications. It would have 
been foolish, you know, to have hurled cavalry against them. 

Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 

Comdg. Department of Western Virginia and East Tennessee. 


{Indorsement. } 


Hpars. DEPT. OF WESTERN VIRGINIA AND E. TENNESSEE, 
Wytheville, November 29, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to call attention to that part relating to 
military operations. None of the suggestions in regard to new organ- 
izations, &e., will take effect without proper authority. 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General. 


NOVEMBER 6-8, 1864.—Expedition from New Creek to Moorefield, W. Va., 
and skirmish. 


Report of Col. George RK, Latham, Fifth West Virginia Cavalry, com- 
manding expedition. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES, 
New Creek, W. Va., November 9, 1864. 
. LI®UTENANT: I have the honor to report that at 9.30 a. m. on the 6th 
instant I left this place with 225 men of the Fifth and Sixth West Vir- 
ginia Volunteer Cavalry and one gun of Battery L, First Mlinois Artil- 
lery. Wemarched to Greenland Gap by about 5 p. m., where we rested 
till 9.30p.m. We then started for Moorefield, which place we reached at 
5a,m,onthe7th instant. My purpose was tosurprise therebel command 
at that place. The surprise of the place was complete. I surrounded 
and took charge of the place quietly, before it was known to any of the 
inhabitants that we were in the neighborbood; but could not ascertain 
the position of the rebel camp until after it became light, when we were 
discovered by them, Some light skirmishing then occurred, but the 
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greater portion of the rebels made good their escape. Their force con- 
sisted of about 100; was that recently commanded by MeNeill, now 
commanded by Woodson. We captured eight of them, wounding one, 
all of whom were brought in. We suffered no loss. We captured and 
brought in the horses of the above-named prisoners and a few others, 
together with 46 cattle (beef) and 460 head of sheep. A portion of 
this stock had been driven into the country by the rebels on their raid- 
ing expeditions, and the balance belonged to the citizens who are rebel 
sympathizers. There is yet a considerable amount of stock suitable 
for army use, and a very large amount of forage in the vicinity of 
Moorefield, which is being collected and sent off to the rebel army. 
The rebel force at Moorefield was ‘preparing for a raid upon our lines 
en i reached the place. We returned to this place at 5 p. m. on 
the 8th. 

The conduct of the troops on the expedition was all that could have 
been desired. 

I will forward a complete report or list of our captures, with descrip- 
tions, &e. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. R. LATHAM, 
Colonel Fifth West Virginia Cavalry. 
Lieut. C. A. FREEMAN, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cumberland, Md. 


NOVEMBER 27-28, 1864.—Skirmishes at Moorefield (27th and 28th), affair 
at New Creek (28th), and skirmish (28th) at Piedmont, W. Va. 
REPORTS. 

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, U. S. Army, commanding Middle Military 
Division. 

No. 2,—Maj. C. Seaforth Stewart, Corps of Engineers, U.S.Army, of the defenses 
of New Creek. 

No. 3.—Byt. Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army, commanding U. 8S. forces 
on railroad west of Hancock, Md. 

No. 4.—Col. George R. Latham, Fifth West Virginia Cavalry, commanding U. S. 
forces at New Creek, W. Va. 

No. 5.—Lieut. Col. Rufus E. Fleming, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, of operations 
November 27. 

No. 6.—Maj. Peter J. Potts, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, of operations November 
26-December 1. 

No. 7.—Capt. John Fisher, Sixth West Virginia Infantry, of operations Novem- 
ber 28. 

No. 8.—Capt. George W. Harrison, Assistant Quartermaster, U. 8. Army, of 
property captured and destroyed November 28. 

No. 9.—Quartermaster Agent H. L. Winants, of operations November 28. 

No. 10.—General Robert E. Lee, C. 8. Army.’ 

No. 11.—Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Rosser, C. 8. Army. 


NOT: 
Report of Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, U. S. Army, commanding 
Middle Military Division. 
HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
December 12, 1864, 
GENERAL: Inclosed please find detailed report ot the capture of the 
post of New Creek. The place had a sufficient garrison to resist an 
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attack of from 5,000 to 7,000 men, but it was disgracefully given up. 
The expedition sent out by General Kelley to Moorefield was without 
my knowledge, and was on the bragging system, which always embraced 
too many combinations, and turns out to be bad strategy after guerrillas 
in a mountainous country. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
: Major-General, U. S. Army. 
Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 2. 


Report of Maj. C. Seaforth Stewart, Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army, 
; of the defenses of New Creek. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
December 9, 1864. 

Sir: In accordance with instructions received from the commanding 
general on the 5th instant, I proceeded to New Creek, Va., and have 
the honor to make the following report: 

The position of New Creek is at the intersection of the valley of the 
New Creek with that of the Potomac, the general direction of the 
former being from southwest to northeast, and of the latter from north- 
west to southeast, or nearly at right angles. The New Creek valley is 
bounded on the east by a range of abrupt wooded hills or mountains, 
some 800 or 900 feet high, immediately at the base of which the creek 
runs. This stream is in general shallow, with stony bottom, of very 
variable width, from twelve to forty feet or more, and is reported easily 
crossed at most points. The main road or approach from the south- 
ward follows the west or left bank, and is said to be for miles good at 
all seasons. On the west of creek and road the ground is low, level, 
and cleared for a width of some 300 or 400 yards, then rises gradually 
for about the same distance to a range of steep wooded hills or moun- 
tains, forming the western boundary of the valley, the practicable 
width of which averages probably half a mile. At the northern 
extremity of this valley, and nearly at right angles to it, is a ridge 
some 200 feet high, separating it from the valley of the Potomac. This 
ridge is about 500 yards long, and closes the New Creek valley, leav- 
ing, however, at each of its extremities a gap some 300 or 400 yards in 
width. The one at the west end affords passage-way for a wood road; 
the other is nearly closed by a spur or lower continuation of the ridge, 
at one point leaving merely room for the main road and the bed of the 
New Creek. To the northward of the ridge, and parallel to it, is the 
Potomae valley, a mile and a half in length by from one half to three- 
quarters of a mile in width, the river being on the north side. Beyond 
the Potomac the ground rises rapidly to a wooded table-land about 250 
feet above the river. This plateau is terminated at the eastward and 
westward by the ranges bounding the New Creek valley, which also 
closes the Potomac valley, leaving a passage for the river, the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad (which bisects the valley), and for a road to 
Piedmont, &c. The Potomac is from forty to sixty yards in width, 
rapid, and fordable at three or four points in the valley, the bottom 
stony. At one ford the depth was about three feet, The village is at 
the east end of the valley, 
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The ridge spoken of heretofore as crossing and terminating the New 
Creek valley commands it and the Potomac valley, forming a strong 
position. The southeastern summit is occupied by a work of moder- 
ately strong profile, the length of the interior crest being upward of 
350 yards. This work sees the approach from the southward for up- 
ward of two miles, and also overlooks the valley of the Potomac. 
At the western extremity of the ridge is a one-gun epaulement, and 
some thirty or foity yards below it is a rifle-pit around this end, com- 
manding the wood road referred to before; 600 or 900 men ought 
to hold the position against any party likely to be sent there by the 
enemy. The work is commanded from the top of the high hill about 
three-quarters of a mile to the eastward, but the approach to this hill 
is very difficult, and the enemy having attempted, in the fight of August 
4, 1864, to occupy it, was, it is said, easily driven from it. This hill 
was formerly occupied by us, and a rifle-pit constructed part way down 
its southern slope. A road from the Potomac valley leading to the 
summit was then built by us along the northern slope. From portions 
of this hill a mountain road from Romney to the east end of the Potomac 
valley is seen and well commanded. Extensive repairs are needed in 
the scarp revetment of the fort at New Creek. The gorge should be 
closed, leaving merely a passage to be obstructed when required by a 
barrier. The four iron guns (two 12-pounders, one 6-pounder, and .a 
rifled ordnance gun) were spiked by the enemy in the late raid. This 
work might be strengthened by an abatis. A tracing made to show 
the battle-field of August 4 gives roughly the general features of the 
position. 

Respectfully submitted. 

C. SEAFORTH STEWART, 
Major of Engineers. 
Byt Brig. Gen. J. W. Forsytu, 
Chief of Staff. 


NOt 3. 


Report of Brt. Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army, commanding 
U. 8. forces on railroad west of Hancock, Md. 


Hpgrs. ForcEs oN RAILROAD WEst OF HANCOCK, MD., 
Cumberland, Md., December 7, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper- 
ations of this command from the 26th to the 29th ultimo: 

Information having been received on the 25th ultimo that the commands 
of MeNeill and Woodson, rebel partisans, were operating in the vicinity 
of Moorefield, Hardy County, Va., I directed Col. G. R. Latham, Fifth 
West Virginia Cavalry, commanding at New Creek, to detach a portion 
of his force and attack, capture, or drive them ott. To this end I 
instructed him to send a detachment up New Creek valley to approach 
Moorefield from the west, and another, via Romney and the Grassy Lick 
road, to strike the Moorefield and Winchester turnpike and approach 
Moorefield from the east, both to arrive before the place at daylight on 
the morning of the 28th. The State troops of Pendleton County to the 
number of 150 were also directed to cross (from North Fork) the Fork 
Mountain and occupy South Fork, for the purpose of cutting off the 
enemy if he attempted to escape via Brock’s Gap up Sonth F ork val 
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ley. The expedition moved as directed, Lieutenant-Colonel Fleming, 
Sixth Virginia Cavalry, with 120 men and one gun, proceeding up the val- 
ley, and Major Potts, of the same regiment, with 155 men, via Romney. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fleming approached Moorefield in accordance with 
his instructions, but found the place, on the evening of the 27th, occupied 
by a large force of the enemy under General Rosser, and was driven 
back, with a loss of twenty men, his gun, one wagon, and one ambulance. 
Major Potts, also, who arrived the next morning, was compelled to retire 
after charging that portion of the rebel force left to guard the place, 
and brought off his command in comparative safety, crossing the moun- 
tains and avoiding all large detachments of the enemy, and arriving at 
a station on the railroad about thirteen miles west of New Creek on the 
29th. Reference is made to the detailed reports of these officers, here- 
with submitted, which set forth the particulars of their operations. 
Upon being adviséd, on the 27th, of the presence of the enemy in large 
force in the valley, and of the result of Lieutenant-Colonel Fleming’s 
operations, I felt assured that the enemy would follow up the advantage 
he had gained by attacking New Creek or Cumberland, or both, and at 
once to guard against the possibility of a surprise, telegraphed to 
Colonel Latham, at New Creek, advising him of my belief, and order- 
ing him to take measures for the defense of the post. To this dispatch, 
at midnight, Colonel Latham replied that, ‘“‘he was prepared for them.” 
With this assurance, I entertained no fears of a disaster. New Creek 
had been well fortified and was garrisoned at the time by about 700 men 
of all arms, principally dismounted cavalry, with three pieces of Battery 
L, First Wlinois Light Artillery, and four pieces in the fort, and, in miy 
judgment, could be successfully defended against any cavalry force the 
enemy could probably bring against it. ‘The events justified my opin- 
ion as to the movements and intentions of the enemy, but failed to 
justify my reliance in the vigilance of the commanding officer of the 
post. The rebels, numbering probably 2,000 men, under Generals 
Rosser and Payne, after leaving strong detachments at Moorefield and 
Claysville, moved down the valley at once, following Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Fleming; arrived before the place at 11.30 a.m. on the 28th, and 
after capturing all the pickets, charged the works and captured the 
artillery, without meeting scarcely the slightest resistance. The officers 
and men were apparently in their quarters and the horses in the stables, 
and ‘confusion worse confounded” at once ensued. No successful 
attempt was made to rally the men, and the Government buildings and 
property were in a few minutes in rebel hands. These buildings were 
at once fired, and the property therein collected destroyed, together with 
several houses and considerable merchandise, and other effects owned 
by private parties. A force was then detached from the main com- 
mand, under a Major McDonald, formerly a resident of New Creek, and 
sent to Piedmont, five miles west of New Creek, on the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad, to capture the small garrison and destroy the engine 
and machine shops at that place. This detachment, however, signally 
failed in its operations. The small force, numbering thirty-five men, 
defending the town, was collected together by the commanding officer, 
Captain Fisher, of the Sixth West Virginia Infantry, met the enemy, 
and fought him until compelled to give way, when it fell back to a posi- 
tion commanding the important buildings, and kept up a sharp fire on 
those attempting to fire them, compelling them, eventually, to retreat 
without accomplishing their object. They then rejoined the main rebel 
column at New Creek, and late in the evening the whole force moved 
rapidly up the valley, via Greenland Gap, Petersburg, and South Fork, 
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to Brock’s Gap. Major Potts, with his command, arriving at New Creek 
the next day, was pronrptly sent after the enemy to harass his rear, and 
recapture, if possible, a portion of the spoils, but failed to overtake him in 
his hurried retreat. Until authentic information of this retrograde 
movement was received, it was believed that an attack would also be 
made on Cumberland, and measures were at once taken to strengthen 
the garrison with a view to a successful defense. The limited available 
force of my command, east of the place, was hastily concentrated, form- 
ing a garrison of about 500 men. The additional arrival the next a. m. 
of three small regiments, ordered to me by the commanding general 
of the military division, placed Cumberland out of any threatened 
danger, and enabled me to take measures at once for the recapture and 
reoccupation of New Creek. A reconnaissance made in the morning 
with iron-clad cars having, however, indicated that the enemy had 
retreated the previous evening, but two regiments were sent to New 
Creek, which at once occupied the works. 

I inclose herewith copies of the correspondence with Colonel Latham 
previous to the disaster, Colonel Latham’s own report, and the report 
of Captain Fisher of the operations at Piedmont. 

Regarding the losses at New Creek, I regret that this report must 
necessarily be left for the present incomplete. No detailed statement 
of the losses sustained by the regiments and detachments has yet been 
procured, owing principally to the fact that many of the commanding 
officers, with all their papers and books, were captured and carried off. 
The losses sustained by the Government stores forwarded to that 
point for issue have been ascertained and are enumerated in the state- 
ment* herewith submitted of the quartermaster and commissary of sub- 
sistence at that depot. -A more full report will be made as soon as the 
necessary data can be procured. I submit for the present a statement 
of losses, which is believed to be approximately correct. 

In prisoners there were taken about 450 officers and men. Of these 
it is believed that near 150 have since escaped during the hurried re- 
treat of the enemy, and returned to their commands. 

In artillery there were captured and carried off, four pieces of Battery 
L, First Illinois Artillery, one taken near Moorefield, the others at New 
Creek, two caissons, and most of the horses and harness of the two 
sections. The four pieces in the works were spiked, though not effectu- 
ally, and will be rendered serviceable. ; 

The horses captured, belonging to the cavalry and artillery com- 
mands, will probably reach 250. ; 

No damage was done to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, either to 
track or bridges, at or near New Creek or at Piedmont, and but little 
to the valuable and important works of the company at the latter 

lace. 
; The losses in stores at the depot belonging to the quartermaster’s 
and commissary departments, as shown by the accompanying state- 
ments, are as follows, in moneyed valuation: 


Quartermaster’s StOres ..--.------ +r ee 2-2-2 ne ee eee ee eer cee ee $72, 000 00 
Commissary Stores -----------2---- 2-22 eee ree nee ee eee ee tte 18, 382 54 
Government building (original cost) ..---.------------------------+---- 33, 000 00 

Total se lear ks slasher sed -fpskb esse Shieh sy mie = Eyewise aie 1238, 382 54 


New Creek since 1861 has been regarded as a suitable depot for stores 
intended for issue to the troops on line of railroad and at interior 


* Omitted. 
42 R R—VOL XLIU, PT I 
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points, and to this view the place has been fortified and the needed 
buildings erected. As it was the only station on the line of the rail- 
road west of Harper’s Ferry where stores in considerable quantities 
were usually kept, I did not feel authorized to direct the establishment 
of a new depot, although doubting the policy of collecting there super- 
fluous stores and supplies. JI have ever labored to keep the quantity 
reduced to the: minimum required and have protested against the 
recent directions of the chief supervising commissary of the Depart- 
ments of Ohio and West Virginia to establish there the depot of the 
department, regarding this as an invitation to rebel raids, and there- 
upon the commissary stores not needed by the troops along the line of 
road were removed to a safer point and there issued. As it was, how- 
ever, knowing that considerable stores were necessarily there, I so ar- 
ranged the small force assigned to guard the western portion of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad as to allow a permanent garrison at the 
point indicated of about 800 effective men, thus constituting it the only 
post at which any considerable force was stationed in my command. 

In concluding this report, I feel constrained to add that, in my judg- 
ment, this disaster to our arms should not have occurred, but resulted 
from the failure of the commanding officer at the station to take the 
necessary precautions against surprise. It was his plain duty, with the 
information he possessed, waiving any question of orders, to place his 
command under arms and in or near the works, to there remain while 
there was the least probability of an attack, instead of relying on the 
pickets to give timely notice of the approach of the hostile force. Had 
a proper degree of vigilance _been exercised the place could, in my 
judgment, have been successfully defended and a victory achieved. 
Entertaining this belief, I placed Colonel Latham in arrest and ordered 
him to Grafton, W. Va., to await trial by general court-martial. 

The gallant conduct of Captain Fisher and his small command is 
commended to the favorable consideration of the major-general com- 
manding the department. The stubborn resistance he interposed to 
the rebel incendiary force was the means of preserving nearly all the 
valuable buildings and other property of the railroad company at Pied- 
mont, and entitles him to great praise. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 

Capt. R. P. KENNEDY, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of West Virginia. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


JUMBERLAND, November 25, 1864. 
Col. GEORGE R. LATHAM, 
New Creek: 


I will send the scout to Romney, with orders to move up the Trough 
road. Have you made arrangements with the “Swamps” to occupy 
South Fork above Moorefield? Direct the officer in command to inform 
the peopleof Moorefield and South Branch Valley that if they continue to 
harbor and feed McNeill’s men that the whole valley will be laid waste 
like the Shenandoah Valley. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General, 
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NEw CREEK. 
Major-General KELLEY: 
Your dispatches received. The “Swamps” will occupy the South Fork 
Valley. I will investigate the matter when the expedition returns. 
GEO. R. LATHAM, 
Colonel. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


NEW CREEK, November 27, 1864—10.20 p.m. 
Major-General KELLEY: 

Colonel Fleming is defeated near Moorefield; hisforce routed. Rosser 
is said to bein command ofrebels. Major Potts, with 150 men, has gone, 
via Hanging Rock, the Wardensville road, and is therefore in their 
rear. Will‘give particulars as I get them. 

GEO. R. LATHAM, 
Colonel. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


CUMBERLAND, November 27, 1864. 
Colonel LATHAM, 
New Creek: 
Where did Colonel Fleming meet the enemy, and what was his prin- 
cipal strength—was it cavalry or infantry, or artillery? 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


{Inclosure No. 5.} 


Brevet Major-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 
The fight commenced at the ford, about four miles from Moorefield; 


the rebels showed about 800 mounted men, nothing else. 
GEO. R. LATHAM, 


Colonel. 


[Inclosure No. 6,] 


CUMBERLAND, Mb., November 27, 1864. 
Colonel LATHAM, 
New Creek: 

Put your post in the best possible condition for defense, as it is prob- 
able that the rebels will attack you. Give me all the information you 
have of Fleming’s defeat. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brevet Major-General. 
{Inclosure No. 7.} 


Nrw OrEEK, | November| 27, 1864—12.15 midnight. 
General B. F. KELLEY: 


Colonel Fleming has arrived. He thinks he has lost about twenty men; 


lost one gun, one wagon, and one ambulance. 1 am prepared for them. 
GEO. R. LATHAM, 
Jolonel, 
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Report of Col. George R. Latham, Fifth West Virginia Cavalry, com- 
manding U.S. forces at New Creek, W. Va. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES, 
New Creek, W. Va., December 1, 1864. 

“Capratn: I bave the honor to report that I directed an expedition 
against the enemy at Moorefield, which started from Burlington on the 
26th and 27th ultimo. Supposing at the time that there were about 
150 men at Moorefield, under Woodson and MeNeill, my force was 
divided into two parties, Major Potts taking 155 men via Romney to 
intersect the Wardensville road, ten miles east of Moorefield, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fleming, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, taking 100 
mounted men and one piece of artillery (of Battery L, First Illinois) on 
the direct road to Moorefield. I had also engaged the State scouts to 
the amount of 150 to occupy the South Fork Valley above Moorefield. 
These forces were to concentrate on the morning of the 28th. Therebel 
General Rosser, with his cavalry division, reached Moorefield on the 
27th, and defeated Lieutenant-Colonel Fleming, capturing his artillery 
and about 20 men. Major Potts proceeded on his route without know- 
ing Lieutenant-Colonel Fleming’s fate until he arrived at Moorefield 
at the appointed time. I respectfully refer you to the accompanying 
reports of Lieutenant-Colonel Fleming and Major Potts for a further 
account of their operations. Permit me to say, however, that they both 
did very well under the circumstances. Lieutenant-Colonel Fleming’s 
mounted men were armed with Enfield rifles and could not load on 
horseback, while the enemy’s forces were elegantly mounted and 
equipped for mounted service. Major Potts, in my opinion, deserves 
much credit for his management, resulting in bringing his force success- 
fully around Rosser’s entire command. As soon as I learned of the 
defeat of Lieutenant-Colonel Fleming (about 9 p. m. 27th) I extended 
and strengthened my pickets and had the post put in proper state for 
defense. 

On the morning of the 28th I took still further precaution, having 
pickets and patrols eight miles out, and was preparing a party of twenty 
mounted men to proceed to Burlington (twelve miles), when, about 
11.30 o’clock, the camp was completely surprised by the enemy and ecap- 
tured almost without resistance. The enemy’s advance were dressed 
in Federal uniforms and had taken all my pickets, who had mistaken 
them for Major Potts and his command. There were about 700 men 
here—200 artillerymen and about 500 cavalry—principally dismounted, 
including forty men of the Sixth West Virginia Infantry. Of these 
men there were about 160 armed, and they principally with arms which 
had been condemned. There were three field pieces of Battery L, 
First Illinois Artillery, and four pieces—two 12-pounders and two small 
pieces—in the fort, which was manned by Battery H, First West Vir- 
ginia Artillery. The artillery was all taken first and the men were 
charged impetuously by a heavy column of the enemy; they were stam- 
peded; to rally was impossible, and would have been certain capture. 
The place was then captured and much property lost. 

I have 4 men wounded—do not know of any killed—and, from the 
best information I can get, there were 443 captured, at least 100 of whom 
have since escaped, and are still coming in. The enemy had 3 killed, 
among them an officer, and others wounded. I have lost much more 
heavily in proportion of officers than of men, 
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The rebel force consisted of three brigades, two of which were in this 
place with Generals Rosser and Payne, and one brigade remained sev- 
eral miles back. Their force is variously estimated, but according to 
the most reliable information I can get, I believe they had about 2,000 
here and 1,000 kept back; about 1,000 to the brigade. They destroyed 
almost the entire town, private as well as public buildings, and some 
store-houses with large stocks of goods. The fort was not injured nor 
the guns taken from it; the field pieces were taken off; nor was the 
railroad destroyed. They left here about 4 p. m. and marched to 
Greenland, where they camped until the morning of the 29th, then 
moved on. I feel most deeply the disaster, and especially the stigma 
of a surprise, but without standing picket myself I cannot see that I 
could have been more vigilant. 

Iam, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. R. LATHAM, 
Colonel Fifth West Virginia Cavalry, Commanding. 


Capt. R. P. KENNEDY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of West Virginia. 


ADDENDA. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES, 
New Creek, W. Va., November 30, 1864. 


Capt. R. P. KENNEDY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of West Virginia: 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following: The loss of New 
Creek on the 28th instant, considering the manner of its loss, seems a 
disgraceful affair. The surprise was complete, and being the com- 
manding officer I will have it to answer for. This I desire to do, as I 
claim to be able to establish that I had taken unusual precautions to 
obtain notice of any advance by the enemy. I had directed and in- 
structed the advanced picket guards myself, and had pickets and patrols 
eight miles out on the road by which the enemy advanced. They, 
knowing that Major Potts of my command was out with about 150 
men, provided an advance of about the same strength, dressed in 
Federal uniforms, and in this way deceived each picket—four several 
posts—and marched into camp without being recognized as an enemy, 
until, ata given signal, they drew their pistols and commenced firing on 
my men, both officers and men believing them to be Major Potts’ com- 
mand. They thus got possession of the artillery, and, having but 160 
armed men in camp, they were almost immediately overpowered, as the 
whole rebel column, some 2,000 strong, dashed impetuously upon them. 
The panic and stampede became in a few moments hopelessly general; 
to rally was impossible. 

This is the first disaster I have ever suffered in over three years’ 
active service, and if there is blame attached to my management of the 
attair I most respectfully request that there be no peremptory orders 
affecting me without an investigation. I will forward a report  to- 
morrow. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. R, LATHAM, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS FORCES WEST OF HANCOCK, 
Cumberland, Md., December 1, 1864. 


Respectfully transmitted to headquarters Department of West Vir- 
ginia. 
* Colonel Latham, for permitting the garrison at New Creek to be sur- 
prised by the enemy on the 28th ultimo, has been placed in arrest and 
ordered to Grafton to await further orders; this by orders of this date 
from these headquarters. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General, 


{Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
December 4, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Middle Military Division.* 
GEORGE CROOK, 
Major-General. 


No. 5. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Rufus E. Fleming, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, 
of operations November 27. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY, 
New Oreek, W. Va., November 28, 1864. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
action which took place near Moorefield, W. Va., yesterday, 27th of 
November, 1864: 

I marched out of Burlington on the morning of the 27th of November, 
1864, with 120 men, cavalry and artillery. Two of the companies were 
armed entirely with Enfield rifles, and had never been in action. The 
other company was armed partly with revolvers and partly with Enfield 
rifles. I moved on until I was within about five miles of Moorefield, when 
the scouts reported a picket-post near the ford. From all the information 
I could frame, General Rosser was either at Moorefield, or would be there 
against the morning of the 28th. Under the circumstances, I thought 
best to throw a skirmish line across the river, and, if possible, ascertain 
if General Rosser was there before encamping for the night, and also 
for the purpose of opening communication with Major Potts, who had 
gone up the other valley. I then brought up the artillery and planted 
it at the ford, three miles this side of Moorefield, and formed two com- 
panies forasupport. Ithen sent Lieutenant Blue, with six men, armed 
with revolvers, and about twenty-five men of the Fifth West Virginia 
Cavalry across the ford, at the same time placing a picket up the river 
for the purpose of ascertaining what might take place in Moorefield. 


*Colone] Latham was tried by a general court-martial on the charges of ‘‘neg- 
lect of duty, disobedience of orders, and conduct to the prejudice of good order and 
military discipline;” found guilty, and sentenced to be dismissed the service of 
the United States. See General Orders, No, 7, Middle Military Division, January 
11,1865. By General Court-Martial Orders, No. 80, War Department, Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office, March 19, 1865, this dismissal was revoked, and he was honorably mus- 
tered out of service, upon his own request, to date March 9, 1865. 
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When the force had crossed the river and had gone about one quarter 
of amile a column of about 100 men emerged from the woods and 
charged it. At the same time a force of about 100 men charged the 
road from Moorefield. The advance at once fell back on the reserve, 
hotly pursued by the enemy. I then opened on them and drove them 
from the ford, but they turned at once and made for the lower ford. At 
the same time another column of 100 men emerged from the woods lower 
down, and also made for the lower ford. I saw that they were making 
for the pass, and gave orders at once to fall back, at the same time pro- 
tecting my rear and right flank as well as I could under the cireum- 
stances. When opposite the lower ford Lagain unlimbered my artillery, 
but as soon as I got the range of the ford they commenced crossing, 
both above and below. I then moved off the advance and left the rear 
to skirmish, but while skirmishing with one portion of them another 
portion flanked them and got in the mouth of the gap. It then became 
a hand-to-hand fight with the rear. I intended to make a stand at the 
gap, but was so hotly pursued that I could not rally any portion of the 
men until it was too late. The gun lost one wheel and broke one axle 
at this end of the gap, and we were compelled to abandon it. Wewere 
also encumbered with one wagon and one ambulance, which were lost. 

I cannot at the present ascertain the entire loss, but 20 men will cover 
it, 6 or 8 of Whom were wounded and killed. 

The picket which was placed up the river report a colamn of 500 men, 
which never moved out of Moorefield. 

I desire to compliment the officers and men for their stubborn resist- 
ance against vastly superior numbers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. FLEMING, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 
[Col. GEORGE Rk. LATHAM. | 


No. 6. 


Reports of Maj. Peter J. Potts, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, of oper- 
ations November 26—December 1. 


NEw CREEK, W. VA., November 30, 1864. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report that according to instructions 
from post headquarters, through Lieut. Col. R. E. Fleming, I proceeded 
from Burlington, W. Va., at 9 p. m. on the 26th instant, with 155 men; 
marched to Romney; camped for the night. Moved in the morning at 4 
o’clock 27th instant; took the Grassy Lick road, leading across the 
mountains to Northwestern turnpike, which leads to the town of Moore- 
field, county seat of Hardy County, W. Va.; then moved along the 
Northwestern pike until within a few miles of Moorefield; camped for the 
night. Moved at 4 a.m. 28th instant; reached Moorefield at sunrise; 
captured some rebel pickets. A portion of my command charged the 
town (Moorefield), but was met by a superior force of the enemy’s 
cavalry, and was driven from the town. Learning that the enemy had 
received large re-enforcements, I withdrew my command; crossed _ the 
river; traveled a mountain path leading to or near the town of Will- 
iamsport. From thence I proceeded to the left; crossed the mountain 
at Harrison’s Gap; proceeded along a mountain path which leads to 
Elk Garden road, which road leads to Piedmont, but finding a large 
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force of the enemy camped in my front, thought best to withdraw from 
that road and did so, and took a path leading across the mountain to 
the left of Bloomington to a small station on Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road. When within a few miles of the station I camped for the night, 
leaving it (the camp) at 4 a. m. 29th instant, and arrived at Frankville, 
on Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, at 10 a, m., from thence, via Piedmont, 
to New Creek. 

My command, being much wearied, behaved nobly. Lost one man, 
captured; but two wounded slightly; captured one rebel lieutenant and 
twelve men; also a number of horses, &c. i 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Pidt POTLIS; 
Major Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, Commanding Detachment. 


Col. GEoRGE R. LATHAM, 
Fifth West Virginia Cavalry. 


NEw CREEK, W. VA., December 3, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of my 
recent scout to Petersburg, &c.: 

I started on the evening of the 30th from this post, by order of Col- 
onel Latham, to open, if possible, communication with the cavalry 
force of the Valley, supposed to be then at Moorefield. I started with 
ninety men, and had to send some eight or ten back before I reached. 
Greenland Gap, from the fact that their horses were then unable to travel 
farther, leaving me but eighty men. I arrived at Petersburg at about 
12 m. on Ist, and there met a Union citizen just from Moorefield, 
who stated that our cavalry, about 3,000, entered Moorefield on the 
evening of the 30th, and left on the morning of the 1st in the direction 
of Brock’s Gap. The rebels left Petersburg on the morning of the 30th, 
and went in the direction of Brock’s Gap, leaving Moorefield to their 
left. Some little firing was heard in the direction of the gap on the 
evening of the 1st; know not the result or cause. McNeill’s and Wood- 
son’s commands are in the vicinity of Moorefield; about 150 men. I 
ran some twenty of them out of Petersburg; they went in the direction 
of Moorefield. As my horses were so fatigued from a forced march of six 
days, and our cavalry having twelve hours start of me, believing that 
I could not reach or open communication with our cavalry, I returned 
to New Creek via Burlington. Rosser took all the property he could 
get, such as horses, cattle, even cows, calves, sheep, &c. I was bound 
to leave three or four horses on the road from Petersburg to Burling- 
ton, which gave out. 

Hoping that this may be satisfactory, I am, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

P. J. POTTS, 
Major Sixth West Virginia Cavalry. 


P. S.—Our cavalry only went a few miles above Moorefield, then 
returned to the Valley, so persons state who escaped from Brock’s Gap. 
P. J. POTTS, 
Major. 
Capt. T, MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cumberland, Md. 
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No. 7. 


Report of Capt. John Fisher, Sixth West Virginia Infantry, of oper- 
ations November 28. 


Hpgrs. CoMPANY A, SIXTH WEST VIRGINIA VOL. INFTY., 
Piedmont, W. Va., November 30, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have the honor of making the following report of the 
engagement at Piedmont, W. Va., on the 28th of November: 

About 1 o’clock I learned that New Creek was surprised and cap- 
tured. Iwas confident that the enemy would send a force here for the 
purpose of destroying the railroad shops and machinery. I ordered 
my detachment of twenty men from Bloomington here, which made my 
force number thirty-five effective men. The enemy, not less than 300 
strong, under Major McDonald, approached the town about 2 p. m., on 
the New Creek road. I commenced skirmishing with them on this 
road, but finding that I was greatly outnumbered in force, I fell back 
across the river on the hill, where my position was more safe. This 
position gave me a good command of the town. They attempted to 
cross the river twice, but were repulsed each time. I fought them 
three hours, when they retreated on the Elk Garden road. They only 
succeeded in burning one of the round-houses of the shops. They left 
one man killed and one mortally wounded. I cannot give you the 
true number of wounded, but I thipk they had ten or fifteen wounded. 

My command fought well and deserves the greatest praise. A 
large portion of them were recruits, and the first time they were under 
fire. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN FISHER, 
Captain Company A, Sixth West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 


[General B. F. KELLEY. ] 


No. 8. 


Report of Capt. George W. Harrison, Assistant Quartermaster, U. 8. 
Army, of property captured and destroyed November 28. 


DEPOT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
Oumberland, Md., December 3, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: In answer to your letter of 2d instant relative to the 
destruction of Government property at New Creek, W. Va., on the 28th 
ultimo, by the rebel raiders, f find it will be impossible, at present, to give 
you an accurate list of the property lost or destroyed, owing to the loss 
of the papers and books at New Creek. I give below a list of the prin- 
cipal articles which is as correct as can be ascertained at this time: 

Olothing, camp and garrison equipage: 225 hats, 300 caps, 160 dress 
coats, 1,400 uniform jackets, 1,200 trowsers (mounted), 500 trowsers 
(foot), 400 blouses, 1,500 flannel shirts, 1,500 pairs drawers, 500 pairs 
boots, 2,000 pairs stockings, 750 great coats (mounted and foot), 330 
woolen blankets, 250 rubber blankets, 250 knapsacks, 250 haversacks, 
300 canteens, 100 axes, 100 spades, 100 shovels, 100 camp-kettles, 100 
mess-pans, 50 hatchets, 4 camp colors, 23 guidons, 4. wall-tents, 500 
shelter-tents, 350 pickaxes and handles, 54 Sibley tent stoves, 150 com- 
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pany and regimental books, 8 hospital tents, &c. The approximate 
value of clothing, camp and garrison equipage lost would not exceed 
$34,000. A considerable portion of the above stores were to have been 
issued in a day or two. 

Quartermaster’s stores—consisting of fuel, stationery, hospital and 
office furniture, building materials, veterinary toolsand horse medicines, 
biacksmiths’ tools, carpenters’ and miscellaneous tools, saddlers’ tools; 
stores for expenditure, including horseshoes, horseshoe and cut nails, 
iron, rope, steel, wagon-tongues and hounds, spokes—would not exceed 
$5,000. This estimate I consider full large. 

Means of transportation: 76 single sets of horse and mule harness, 
worn; 4 four-horse wagons, 21 two-horse wagons, 3 ambulances, 39 
mules, 118 horses, all serviceable; 169 horses unfit for service, and a 
large portion of same worthless. Approximate value, $30,000. 

Forage: 25 tons hay, 1,600 bushels grain. Money value would not 
exceed $3,000. 

Buildings: The buildings which were erected by Captain Loomis, 
assistant quartermaster, under the direction of Major-General Frémont, 
in the spring of 1862, then commanding this department, were the finest 
in the department, and at the time of erection probably cost $33,000. 
I would respectfully call your attention to a copy of letter inclosed from 
Mr. H. L. Winants, assistant quartermaster’s agent at New Creek post. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. HARRISON, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 
Capt. THAYER MELVIN, ~- 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cumberland, Md. 


No. 9. 


Report of Quartermaster Agent H. L. Winants, of operations Novem- 
ber 28. 


ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
New Creek, W. Va., December 3, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: The disaster at this post on the 28th ultimo is already 
known to you with such details of the destruction of property as could 
be gathered from the ruins of papers and memorandums. Very little 
property of any kind belonging to the quartermaster’s department was 
saved from the destruction or plunder by the rebel raiders. The surprise 
was complete and successful. But a few minutes elapsed after the 
first alarm that the enemy was in the fort before they had entire pos- 
session of the station, the Government buildings, and property. The 
force 'employed by this department, so far as I can learn, were all at 
their posts. The clerks were at work at their desks in the office and 
were captured, but succeeded in making their escape subsequently. 
The heads of the several positions were all present and attending to 
their usual duties. Had there been twenty minutes’ notice all our 
serviceable stock at the post could probably have been saved by mov- 
ing it off; as it was, most of the men in charge of the animals were 
captured in the corral or stables. The business office was soon in pos- 
session of the raiders and the property destroyed. The books and 
papers were captured near the river, a few hundred yards in rear ot 
the office, while being conveyed to a place of safety by an employé. I 
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inclose you such vouchers for the month of November as If have veen 
able to gather up from the point where the papers were captured. All 
the public buildings at the post were burned, with the exception of the 
saddler’s shop, one blacksmith shop, and one small stable. The amount 
of clothing, camp and garrison equipage.in the warehouse was not 
large, and a considerable portion of it would have been issued in a day 
or two. The amount of quartermaster’s stores on hand was smaller 
than that of the clothing, camp and garrison equipage, but were de- 
stroyed or taken away by the rebels. The transportation at the post 
was limited and was employed principally in hauling hay from the re- 
gion of Burlington for the use of the post, but were in camp when the 
attack was made, and were all captured, as were also the post teams 
usually busy in serving the hospital and troops. What stores can be 
gathered from the ruins are being placed in safe positions to be ac- 
counted for. An office has been opened for business and such supplies 
being procured for the troops remaining as requisitions are made for 
by the proper officers. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. L. WINANTS, 
Assistant Quartermaster Agent. 
Capt. GEORGE W. HARRISON, 
Assistant Quartermaster, Cumberland, Md. 


No. 10. 
Reports of General Robert HE. Lee, OC. S. Army. 


PETERSBURG. December 2, 1864. 


General Early reports that General Rosser, with Payne’s and his own 
brigade, encountered, on the 27th ultimo, near Moorefield a small party 
of enemy; captured 40 prisoners, 1 piece of artillery. On 28th surprised 
and captured Fort Kelley, at New Creek, 4 field pieces, 4 siege guns, 
between [700 and] 800 prisoners, a large number of horses, mules, and 
8 stand of colors; destroyed 200 wagons, a very large amount of quar- 
termaster, commissary, and ordnance stores. He brought off the field 
pieces, some wagons; spiked the siege guns, destroyed the carriages. 
He captured Piedmont; destroyed all Government buildings, includ- 
ing a number of engines; burned several bridges, and did considerable 
damage to railroad, and collected several hundred head of cattle. His 
loss 2 killed and 2 or 3 wounded. The boldness and energy exhibited 
by General Rosser and the conduct of his men deserves much praise. 

k. EH. LEE. 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
December 8, 1864. 
Str: I have received from General Early some of the particulars of 
the recent expedition of General Rosser. The fort at New Creek, which 
was deemed very strong by the enemy, was completely surprised, 
although the attack was made in the daytime. So well were General 
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Rosser’s measures taken, and so skillfully executed, that the enemy’s 
pickets were captured and the fort charged before the presence of our 
troops was known. The enemy did not fire a single piece of artillery. 
The fort, prisoners, the colors of the Fifth and Sixth West Virginia 
Cavalry (Federal), the garrison flag, and five guidons were captured 
by Payne’s brigade, consisting of the Fifth and Sixth Virginia Cavalry. 
Captain Fitzhugh, of the Fifth, by whom the flags were transmitted to 
the Department, led the assault on Fort Kelley, and was the first to 
enter the works and pull down the flag. General Rosser states that 
the stores destroyed filled several large warehouses. The machine 
shops at Piedmont had been repaired and enlarged since they were 
burned by Captain McNeill. They were thoroughly destroyed by 
Major McDonald, of Rosser’s brigade, together with nine engines and 
a number of cars. i ‘tots 

The whole number of prisoners captured was 700, but in bringing 
them out through the mountains at night between 200 and 300 escaped. 
Between 1,200 and 1,500 horses and about the same number of cattle 
were secured. 

The expedition was conducted with great skill and boldness, and 
reflects great credit upon General Rosser and the officers and men of 
his command. 

I forward herewith some papers that were taken, which show what 
the enemy contemplated doing and the treatment intended for our citi- 
zens on the northern border. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEE, 
General. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, 
Richmond, Va. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 


New Oreek, W. Va., November 24, 1864. 
[Lieut. Col. R. E. FLEMING :] 


DEAR COLONEL: I have sent instructions to the State troops to be 
on the South Fork, at the junction of the Howard’s Lick road, four 
miles above Moorefield, at daylight next Monday morning. I propose 
to send 150 men by Romney and the Hanging Rock to strike the 
Wardensville road ten miles east of Moorefield at the same time, and 
that 100 men go into Moorefield by the road we came out at the same 
time. The parties on these other roads will then intercept any rebels 
who may be frightened away from Moorefield. I propose that you exe- 
cute this plan. I will send out what supplies are needed and one piece 
of artillery. After concentrating at Moorefield, General Crook desires 
that everything fit for army use be either brought off or destroyed 
while returning. Take all the time néeded to give a thorough raking 
to the entire country, and leave nothing but what is absolutely needed 
for family use. Give certificates for everything—even that destroyed. 
You can give such for forage destroyed as “by virtue of instructions 
from department headquarters.” You can ascertain the distances and 
the consequent time needed to make the destined points at the 
appointed hour. I would move some on Sunday and make the night 
trip as short as possible. Keep a good lookout. I learn that Rosser 
is foraging in the South Fork Valley. Adjutant Parker will return to 
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you with additional forces and a thorough verbal understanding on 
Saturday. You may start Major Potts, via Hanging Rock, on Satur- 
day morning, if necessary, before the adjutant arrives, as he will be 
sure to come with sufficient other force for the direct road. Generals 
Kelley and Crook are both pleased with the move. General Crook has 
ordered the consolidation. I think there is some stock in the vicinity 
of Williamsport that ought to be brought off. 
Very truly, yours, &c., 
GEO. R. LATHAM, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


NEw CREEK, W. Va., November 26, 1864. 
[Lieut. Col. R. E. FLEMING :] 

COLONEL: The citizens here from the South Branch Valley propose 
to take measures to rid the country of MeNeill’s men and to co-operate 
with us for that purpose. This will be better than their destruction. 
I inclose to you General Kelley’s telegram, which will supersede your 
previous instructions with regard to the destruction of property. You 
will, however, bring out the stock. There are some serious complaints 
of robberies committed by the men. Please preserve discipline, and 
permit nothing to be done without responsible authority. 

With best wishes for your success, I am, yours, &c., 
GEO. R. LATHAM, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


P. S.—Please send courier in from Moorefield, and I will have sup- 
plies meet you at Burlington if desired. 


[Sub-inclosure. | 


CUMBERLAND, MD., November 25, 1864. 


Col. G. R. LATHAM: 

I will send the scout to Romney, with orders to move up the Trough 
road. Have you made arrangements with the “‘Swamps” to occupy 
South Fork above Moorefield? Direct the officer in command to 
inform the people of Moorefield and South Branch Valley that if they 
continue to harbor and feed McNeill’s men that the whole valley will 
be laid waste like the Shenandoah Valley, 

B, F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


No. 11. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Rosser, C. 8S. Army. 
HEADQUARTERS ROSSER’S DIVISION, 


Near Petersburg, November 30, 1864. 


GENERAL: After capturing the artillery and wagons at Moorefield, on 
the 27th I moved on New Creek by a night march and surprised and 
captured the garrison about 10 o’clock next morning, which embraced 
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between 700 and 800 prisoners, eight pieces of artillery, four of which 
were siege guns, a large number of horses and mules, and destroyed a 
vast amount of commissary, ordnance, and quartermaster stores. I 
destroyed also about 200 wagons, bringing off only a few. I brought 
off the field battery, blowing up the caissons. I then sent a force up 
to Piedmont, which succeeded in destroying an immense amount of 
property there, all the Government buildings, and all the machine shops, 
&e., connected with the railroad. I damaged the railroad considerably, 
destroying several small bridges. I have gathered up 400 or 500 
head of cattle and some sheep, and am now on my way to camp, 
and all the captured property is now beyond the reach of the enemy 
and safe. The siege guns at New Creek were spiked and the carriages 
destroyed; the magazine of Fort Kelley was blown up and the telegraph 
wires destroyed. I captured eight colors, one of which was a tremen- 
dous garrison flag, which I hauled down from over Fort Kelley. My 
total loss is 2 men killed and 1 or 2 wounded. The enemy suffered in 
killed and wounded severely in the assault. 
Js have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
THOS. L. ROSSER, 
Major-General. 


[Lieut. Gen, J. A. EARLY.| 


NOVEMBER 28, 1864.—Skirmish at Goresville, Va. 


Report of Capt. Daniel M. Keyes, Independent Battalion Virginia Cav- 
alry (Loudoun Rangers). 


HEADQUARTERS INDEPENDENT (LOUDOUN, VA.) RANGERS, 
Point of Rocks, Md., November 29, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that a detachment of. this 
command of thirty-four men, under the command of Lieut. Robert 
Graham, left camp on the 28th instant, between 5 and 6 a. m., crossed 
the river at Cheek’s Ford, proceeded toward Leesburg, crossed the 
Leesburg road at Big Spring, there struck the Catoctin Mountain, 
crossed the Winchester pike at Clark’s Gap, then proceeded to Dry 
Mill, south of Leesburg, there took the road to Leesburg; heard that a 
small force of fifteen or twenty rebels were in the town; charged 
through the town and captured Captain Smith, adjutant-general on 
Major-General Gordon’s staff; also captured one private belonging to 
the Loudoun Cavalry. Left Leesburg and took the road leading to 
Point of Rocks. Met Mosby’s command at Goresville, numbering from 
150 to 200 men, where a small skirmish took place. Lieutenant Gra- 
ham and Lieutenant Rhodes and five or six privates are still missin fie 
The loss of the enemy was Captain Mountjoy killed, who, it was said, 
was in command; one lieutenant wounded, and two privates killed. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL M. KEYES, 
Captain, Commanding Independent (Loudoun, Va.) Rangers. 


Lieut. S. F. ADAMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Harper's Ferry, Va. 
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NOVEMBER 28-DECEMBER 3, 1864.—Expedition from Winchester into 
Fauquier and Loudoun Counties, Va. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Byt. Maj. Gen. Wesley Merritt, U. S. Army, commanding First Cavalry 
Division. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Casper Crowninshield, Second Massachusetts Cavalry, command- 
ing Reserve Brigade. 


No. 1. 


Report of Bet. Maj. Gen. Wesley Merritt, U. S. Army, commanding First 
Cavalry Division. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
December 6, 1864. 


MAJor: In compliance with instructions received direct: from army 
headquarters, I marched with the division, via Ashby’s Gap, to the east 
of the Blae Ridge, for the purpose of destroying all mills, barns, forage, 
driving off stock, and capturing and dispersing the guerrilla bands in 
a district of country described in orders. After passing through 
Ashby’s Gap two regiments of the Second Brigade were ordered to 
move to the north along the foot of the mountains, spreading out well 
over the country toward Bloomfield, carrying out the orders, while a 
regiment of the First Brigade, for the same purpose, was sent, via 
Grigsby’s Store, to the west of Piedmont. These regiments were ordered 
to meet the division the same evening near Upperville, where it 
encamped on the night of the 28th of November. 

The folowing morning the First Brigade was ordered to march to 
Rectortown, whence it was ordered to send out strong columns to Salem 
and White Plains, and, marching across the country, collect its strength 
at Middleburg, the forces from White Plains and Salem to pursue 
separate routes to that place. From Middleburg the entire force was 
to move to Philomont and thence to Snickersville, keeping out strong 
flanking columns on the right toward Millville and to the left through 
Bloomfield to the foot of the mountains. In this manner the country 
as far north as the Little River turnpike was thoroughly swept over 
and destroyed by the evening of the second day. 

Early on the morning of the third day the Second Brigade was 
ordered to march via Philomont, Circleville, Hamilton, Waterford, and 
along the Catoctin Creek to the Potomac, and meeting, at Lovettsville, 
a force of the Reserve Brigade which was ordered to move east of the 
Blue Ridge and between the ridge and Short Mountain to the Poto- 
mac, both columns to return along the pike from Lovettsville through 
Hillsborough and Purcellville. Both these commands reached Snick- 
ersville on the evening of the fourth day. On the third day a force of 
the Reserve Brigade was ordered to march down the Shenandoah, 
between that stream and the Blue Ridge. This force went as far down 
the river as Rockford. The First Brigade marched on the third day, 
with its collected cattle, to Snickersville, from Philomont sending out 
parties to complete the work of destruction. 

On the morning of the fourth day four regiments of the First Bri- 
gade were detached, two in the direction of Millville and Middleburg, 
to complete any unfinished work in that country, and the other two to 
move, one on the crest of the mountains and the other along the foot, 
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keeping up connection, when possible, by a line of mounted men and 
marching as far as Ashby’s Gap. These regiments were ordered to 
return across the country to the pike near Philomont and watch the 
mouth of the valley until the return of the columns from the Potomac, 
making dispositions to capture or destroy any guerrillas who might be 
moving in advance of these columns. 

In all these movements the orders from army headquarters were most 
fully carried out; the country on every side of the general line of march 
was in every instance swept over by flankers from the columns, and in 
this way the entire valley was gone over. The guerrillas were exceed- 
ingly careful to avoid any encounter with any of the parties, even the 
smallest, that were out on this duty. Efforts were made to run them 
down or capture them by stratagem, but these in most instances failed. 
The sides of the mountain bordering Loudoun Valley are practicable 
throughout their entire extent for horsemen, and the guerrillas, being 
few in numbers, mounted on fleet horses and thoroughly conversant with 
the country, had every advantage of my men. 

I transmit herewith reports of brigade commanders, as also tabular 
statements of the destruction done and cattle driven off. Large num- 
bers of the cattle were destroyed or consumed. Most of the fatted hogs 
were destroyed on the march to camp. 

W. MERRITT, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 

Maj. WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Cavalry, Middle Military Division, 


No. 2. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Casper Crowninshield, Second Massachusetts Cav- 
alry, commanding Reserve Brigade. 


Report of operations of the Cavalry Reserve Brigade during the 
expedition in Loudoun County, Va.: 

Pursuant to instructions received from the brevet major-general 
commanding the Cavalry Corps to move my brigade to Snickersville 
and communicate with Brevet Major-General Merritt, I broke camp at 
Stephenson’s Depot on the 29th of November at 3 a.m. and marched to 
Snickersville. Leaving the Sixth U.S. Cavalry and thirty men of the 
Second Massachusetts Cavalry to hold the gap, I marched to Bloom- 
field, expecting to meet Brevet Major-General Merritt near that point. 
At Bloomfield ny advanced guard was fired upon by some of Mosby’s 
men, and two of the First U.S. Cavalry were slightly wounded. Here I 
learned that our cavalry had moved toward Union. I followed on to 
Union, thence to Philomont, and finally joined Brevet Major-General 
Merritt at Snickersville, where the brigade encamped that night, pick- 
eting the gap, the mountain road, the Bloomfield road, and to the left as 
far as the Snickersville and Aldie pike. 30th, the Second Massachusetts 
and Second U.S, Cavalry were sent through Wood Grove and Hills- 
borough to Cave Head, on the Potomac, and thence along the river 
road to Lovettsville, destroying all grain, forage, mills, distilleries, 
&e., and driving in all stock in that part of the country; at Lovetts- 
ville they joined Brevet Brigadier-General Devin’s brigade. The Sixth 
U.S. Cavalry was sent up on the west side of the Blue Ridge, between 
the ridge and the river, going as far as Rockford, and returning at 
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night to Snicker’s Gap, where they remained. The balance of the bri- 
gade remained in camp and guarded the herds which had thus far 
been driven in. 

December 1, the First and Sixth U. S. Cavalry drove the herds 
across the river and went into camp near the river. The Second 
United States and Second Massachusetts returned to Snickersville and 
went into camp. 2d, the Second U.S. and Second Massachusetts Cav- 
alry rejoined the brigade. One regiment of the brigade assisted in 
driving the herds and the balance of the brigade marched in rear of 
the division. The brigade went into camp with the division near 
Stone Chapel and picketed the country in its front, connecting on the 
left with General Devin’s and on the right with Colonel Stagg’s pickets. 
During the march one of the First U. 8. Cavalry, who had straggled 
from the column, was killed by a bushwhacker near Berryville. 34, 
marched in the same order as yesterday and went into camp near 
Kernstown. 

The following is a list of the property destroyed and captured by the 
brigade: 


| | 

List of property. Nuinber. | ores Ss 
- - | | 
CAPTURED. 

Ecdeeet see et beth dinesllon esl aerten on 87} $100 00! $8,700 00 

PERSE ONE Ge os ae 5 x a ataonrs p lopncs'o Pishe s ie LE ap His FRA eR oie wae SOE Sale ipehiows leis iets 474 30 0 14, 220 00 

OOP 22 oan a2 - Sane aaa k Jaa ao a lessee Pa eee tas ae ot es Mean anaes seein 100 6 00 600 00 

BN betas «Sate, ret ni ROR RE Se UREA Ais Pe Cea ae eee 23, 520 00 
DESTROYED. } H 
| \ 

RASA ate n Se be Se scp ae alas opal Maron's Ma ya's o-a dalewipialelasslngia be tee osaseee 230 100 00 23,000 00 
fills. 5 3 M2 Se eS As SESS SE oy Be Re eee nee Seiiar | 8 200 00 1, 600 00 
RSEPLOEICS ora fs omas Sepieee  a aes ax seme ae Veer eee Ge nis aise ioe hiealaiede 1 | 1,000 00 1, 000 00 

Hay, ae Seas aia ota doll = hee 4g ans mae Se Se tnatoe tee vp e's etiee ae tons-. 10, 000 30 00 300, 000 00 

REAR eee ene bese eon = ob enn ste aa ecemcic€ ems< ee bushels..| 25, 000 | 2 50 62, 500 00 

| 3 2a) Se 
EGRET: fe oe ea oie need aap nee nsd Se selene gs Sein sesace slr Mian ae ed lots alslae atest 388, 100 00 
Total captured and destroyed ..-.-..-.---.-----.------2-------- begaadee et eres 411, 620 00 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. CROWNINSHIELD, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Second Massachusetts Cavalry, Comdg. Brig. 


Maj. A. E. DANA, iets 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division, 


NOVEMBER 29, 1864.—Skirmish at Charlestown, W. Va. 
Report of Capt. Nathaniel Payne, Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


Hpors. TWELFTH PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEER CAVALRY, 
Charlestown, W. Va., November 380, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report to you that, in accordance 
with information of yesterday, our reserve post was attacked by the 
rebels last night between the hours of 11 and 12 o’clock, killing two 
men, wounding one, and capturing five of our men and nineteen horses. 
The enemy lost in killed one man (a young Bailey) and three wounded, 
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The enemy, about 200 strong, attacked the post from different direc- 
tions, dismounted. They were commanded by a major. Lieutenant 
Baylor was also with them, as his name was frequently mentioned by 
them at the time of the attack. Information was obtained from citi- 
zens this morning to the effect that the enemy intend to make another 
attack on the camp, which renders it very desirable that we should 
obtain re-enforcements. A call was made on the detachment of in- 
fantry stationed above this place last night, to which they did not 
respond. We have now only twenty men and horses available. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NATHANIEL PAYNE, 
Captain, Commanding Camp. 


[Lieut. S. F’. ADAMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Harper’s Ferry, Va.| 


DECEMBER 19-22, 1864.—Expedition from Kernstown to Lacey’s Springs, 
Va., and action at Lacey’s Springs (21st). 


Report of Bvt. Maj. Gen. George A, Custer, U. 8S. Army, commanding 
Third Cavalry Division.* 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
MIDDLE MILITARY Division, 
December 23, 1864. 

In obedience to the instructions of the major-general commanding, I 
submit the following report of the recent expedition of this division up 
the Valley: 

Late on the evening of the 18th instant I received instructions from 
the chief of cavalry to move with my division up the Valley pike at an 
early hour on the morning of the 19th. A copy of my orders have 
already been forwarded to you. My command was supplied with three 
days’ rations and forage for one day. At 7a. m.on the 19th my com- 
mand left camp and moved to Newtown, when it followed the pike. 
Upon arriving at Strasburg I learned that a force of about fifty of the 
enemy had p.ssed through Strasburg up the valley, having come from 
the direction of Front Royal. When within about six miles of Wood- 
stock two scouts of the enemy were discovered in front of the advance. 
Several attempts were made to effect their capture, but without success. 
They continued in sight of the column until the command had reached 
Woodstock, when, my impression is, they conveyed the intelligence of 
our approach to the force stationed near New Market, from which point 
the report was forwarded by telegraph to Staunton and Wayunes- 
borough. In Woodstock I learned there was no force of the enemy 
north of Staunton, except a picket force of three companies, which were 
posted so as to watch the three roads—pike, Middle and Back roads— 
the right of the line resting near Edeuburg, the left extending to Little 
North Mountain. 

At daylight on the morning of the 20th my command moved from 
Woodstock; a small force of the enemy continued to annoy my ad- 
vance, but without causing any damage to be inflicted. My instruc- 


* See also Lee’s dispatch of December 23, p. 679. 
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tions from the chief of cavalry were evidently written under the impres- 
sion that I would meet the enemy in force at some point not far south 
ot New Market, if not sooner. This is inferred from the amount of 
supplies ordered for my command by the chief of cavalry. From the 
information I derived along the line of my first day’s march, which 
was confirmed by the report of scouts, that the enemy had retired all 
his forces beyond Staunton, I believed that if the enemy permitted 
my command to reach Staunton without serious opposition, I could, 
with reasonable hope of success, continue my movement to Lynchburg, 
trusting to the supplies in the country beyond Staunton upon which to 
subsist my command, and had it not been for the advantage the enemy 
derived from his telegraphic communication with New Market my 
impressions would have proven correct. Asit was, Rosser, who, with his 
division, was camped between Staunton [sic], was informed of my pres- 
ence at Woodstock before 10 p. m. of the 19th, and, as stated by pris- 
oners, his command received orders at 1 a.m. of the 20th to get ready 
to move. My command, after leaving Woodstock at daylight, moved 
without serious molestation to Lacey’s Springs, nine miles from Harri- 
sonburg, where I encamped during the night. The encampment was 
at the junction of the road leading from the Keezletown road to the 
pike, and of the road from Timberville to the pike. Pennington’s bri- 
gade encamped, in front, and on the left of the pike, one regiment, 
the Third New Jersey, was posted one mile and a half in advance on 
the pike to picket in the direction of Harrisonburg. Another regiment 
of the saine brigade, the First Connecticut, was sent out on the road 
leading to the Keezletown road and picketed the country to the left of 
the pike. The First New Hampshire, of General Chapman’s brigade, 
was posted on the Timberville road to picket in the direction of the latter 
point. One battalion of the Fifteenth New York, about 200 strong, was 
ordered toits support. The Eighth New York picketed the country 
in front and between the Timberville road and the pike, while the two 
remaining battalions of the Fifteenth New York, numbering upward 
of 400 men, were posted on the pike about one mile and a half in rear 
of the camp of the division. It will thus be seen that of the nine regi- 
ments composing my command five were on picket. 

In the orde's sent to brigade commanders, soon after reaching camp, 
reveille was ordered at4 o’clock and the command was to move promptly 
at 6.30, Chapman’s brigade taking the advance. In conformity with 
these instructions, General Chapman called in his pickets at the proper 
time and the Eighth New York, the regiment farthest in advance in 
the direction of the Middle road, having formed in columns of squad- 
rons and mounted, had begun to move off by fours when a brigade of 
the enemy (Payne’s) which, under cover of the darkness and the with- 
drawal of our pickets, had advanced to within a very short distance of 
the regiment, charged in the direction of the camp-ground of the Second 
Brigade. The attack was heard by the entire command, and although 
Pennington’s biigade was the rear in the order of march, it was at once 
mounted and placed in position to receivethe enemy. The Eighth New 
York, although somewhat astounded by this attack, behaved well under 
the circumstances and opened an effective fire upon the enemy. At 
the same time an attack was made upon the First New Hampshire, 
which regiment was mounted and had a line of skirmishers in advance. 
The enemy did not attempt to engage either of the regiments with 
determination, but acted as if the intention was to surprise a sleeping 
camp. Charging past the Eighth New York and First New Hampshire, 
they moved at the top of their speed in the direction of the pike and toour 
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rear. General Chapman had, at the first attack, moved tne First Ver- 
mont and Twenty-second New York from the left of the pike, and when 
the column of the enemy advanced near enough attacked with the First 
Vermont. The enemy, after his first attack upon the Eighth New York 
and First New Hampshire, was completely bewildered and acted as if 
his only object was to get safely away. He did not attempt to engage 
any of my troops, although by the cheering kept up by my command he 
could easily have determined their locality. One regiment, the Sixth 
Virginia Cavalry, charged Pennington’s brigade, but was met by one 
of his regiments which was already advancing and repulsed, with 
little or no fighting, in which Pennington suffered no loss, while the 
enemy suffered a loss of several in killed, wounded, and missing. Ten 
of the enemy wereleftdead on the ground. Chapmanattacked theenemy 
wherever he could be found, and with one regiment, the First Vermont, 
drove him over a mile in the direction from which the attack had come. 
The division was in position to give or receive battle, and waited until. 
after daylight, but the enemy made no further demonstrations at that 
olnt. 

y My loss in prisoners, although not officially reported to me yet, will 
not, I think, reach twenty. Ihave thirty-two of the enemy taken in the 
fight. My loss in wounded is twenty-two; most, if not all, are saber 
cuts, as the enemy had orders to charge with the saber. As my men 
used the carbine alone, and at short range, I am confident, from the 
number of dead left on the ground by the enemy, and from the verbal 
reports of brigade and regimental commanders, that the enemy’s loss 
in wounded was more than treble my own. Ido not think that more 
than one or two of my command were killed. 

From prisoners I learned that the enemy had left their camps, five 
miles beyond Staunton, at 10 a, m. the day previous, marched until 10 
p. m., then halted two miles beyond Harrisonburg until 1 a. m., when 
the march was resumed in the direction of New Market. At Harrison- 
burg Payne’s brigade marched on the Middle road; Rosser’s old bri- 
gade and Wickham’s moved on the Back road. Payne’s brigade 
attacked the Eighth New York and First New Hampshire immediately 
upon arriving in front of them. The prisoners reported that the halt 
did not last over five minutes, and that the enemy was under the 
impression that reveille had not been sounded yet in my camp, and 
that by charging upon us the men would be asleep and taken by 
surprise. Instead of this they found the command in the saddle, and 
they became the surprised party. I do not think the entire loss of the 
enemy will fall short of 100. 

I was confident of my ability to defeat Rosser, although he had three 
brigades; and although some of [the] prisoners stated that a division of 
infantry was expected to follow them, I knew that infantry could not 
march to that point from Waynesborough in time to be of any assist- 
ance to Rosser, but I was influenced by the following reasons: My 
command would exhaust their rations that night and no opportunity 
would be afforded to procure any short of two days. Another and 
stronger reason was my unprepared state to take charge of a large 
body of wounded, particularly under the inclement state of the 
weather. In addition, I was convinced that if it was decided to return, 
the sooner my return was accomplished the better it would be for my 
command. Accordingly, my command began the return march soon 
after daylight and reached their present encampment yesterday p. m. 

As .the object of your communication yesterday seemed to be to 
obtain an explanation as to “how it happened that” my “camp was 
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charged by the enemy,” I have gone into the details of that affair 
more than I otherwise should, particularly as my previous dispatches 
contained all the information which I deemed of value or interest. 

I will forward a list of casualties as soon as obtained from brigade 
commanders. 

Respectfully submitted. 

G. A. CUSTER, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding Third Division. 


Brevet brigadier-General Forsy?n, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division. 


DECEMBER 19-28, 1864.—Expedition from Winchester to near Gordons- 
ville, Va., including skirmishes at Madison Court-House (21st), at Liberty 
Mills (22d), and near Gordonsville (23d). 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Bvt. Maj. Gen. Alfred T. A. Torbert, U. S. Army, commanding expedition. 
No. 2.—General Robert E. Lee, C. S. Army. 


No. 1. 


Report of But. Maj. Gen. Alfred T. A. Torbert, U. S. Army, commanding 
expedition. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
ARMY OF THE MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Winchester, Va., December 28, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I started from Winchester on the 
19th of December, with the First and Second Divisions of Cavalry, with- 
out artillery, about 5,000 men, across the Blue Ridge. On the night of 
the 19th I camped in Chester Gap, having marched about twenty-two 
miles, via Front Royal, crossing both branches of the Shenandoah 
River. Itrained nearly all day. December 20, crossed the Blue Ridge, 
marched, via Little Washington, Gaines’ Cross-Roads, and Sperryville, 
in the direction of Criglersville; marched about twenty-nine miles, 
Second Division camping on the Hughes River and the First: Division 
on the Hazel. This night it hailed and sleeted all night. During the 
day the enemy’s vedettes were driven before the advance. December 
21, at daylight the march was resumed, in a hail and snow storm 
which lasted all day, via Criglersville, to Madison Court-House, over 
one of the worst roads I ever traveled. The First Division went to 
Madison Court-House, had an engagement with Jackson’s brigade of 
rebel cavalry. driving them from the town, with slight loss. Second 
Division camped on Robertson’s River near Criglersville. December 
22, at daylight the march was resumed, Second Division leading, on 
the pike in the direction of Liberty Mills and Gordonsville. The 
enemy’s cavalry—Generals Jackson’s and McCausland’s brigades, 
General Lomax commanding—were driven rapidly before my advance 
and across the bridge over the Rapidan, at Liberty Mills. On my 
advance reaching the bridge, which they did under a severe fire from 
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men behind breast-works on the opposite bank, they found some of the 
flooring of the bridge had been removed. Immediately after reaching 
the river the bridge was fired by an explosion and soon destroyed. 
The ford, which was a bad one, was barricaded and defended by men 
in rifle-pits aud artillery in position behind earth-works. It was impos- 
sible to effect a crossing in front. Some delay was caused by having 
to send through the country to find parties who knew the roads to 
fords above and below Liberty Mills, so that I could cross and flank 
them out of their position. Finally two columns were started, one to 
theright and one to the left. Two brigades of the First Division—First 
and Second, Second Brigade leading, commanded by Colonel Kellogg, 
Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry—were to cross at Willis’ Ford, about 
two miles above Liberty Mills, and come down on the Stanardsville 
and Orange Court-House road. One brigade Second Division, Colonel 
Capehart commanding, was to cross at Cave’s Ford, about three miles 
below Liberty Mills, and come up on the Orange Court-House and 
Stanardsville road. It was represented that both of these fords were 
good, and that the detour of these columns would be about four miles, 
when, in fact, the column at Willis’ Ford could only cross by twos and 
had to march about eight miles before getting to Liberty Mills, and 
the column by Cave’s Ford could only cross by file and had to march 
about seven miles before getting to Liberty Mills. This caused an un- 
expected delay, and it was not until just dark when the right column 
came in sight and immediately charged the enemy, driving them across 
the Gordonsville pike and in the direction of Orange Court-House; 
here they were met by my lett column, and the enemy withdrew by a 
country road in the direction of Gordonsville. The fighting was all 
after dark, and not being able to tell friend from foe, and my own men 
having fired into each other, the firing was ordered to cease and ho'd 
their positions for the night. This day and night was intensely cold. 
December 23, at daylight the enemy was again engaged and all their 
artillery—two pieces—taken from them. and driven to within two miles 
and a half of Gordonsville to the top of the gap in Southwest Moun- 
tain. Here the pass was narrow and the enemy were strongly posted 
behind rails and earth breast-works, where afew men could hold three 
times their number in check. I attacked the position with nearly half 
of my force, but could not carry it, and limmediately started a column 
to flank them on the left by crossing the mountain several miles to the 
north. While waiting to hear from this column, which had got well on 
its way, the cars were heard about ten o’clock to arrive at Gordons- 
ville, and about an hour after infantry was seen to file into the breast- 
works and relieve the cavalry. After becoming fully satisfied of the 
presence of infantry (Pegram’s division), I concluded it was useless to 
make a further attempt to break the Central railroad. I had at this 
time six or eight men killed and about forty wounded, more than I 
could transport, and the worst cases were left behind. I decided to 
withdraw and at once crossed to the north bank of the Rapidan. That 
afternoon and evening I marched to Madison Court-House and Rob- 
ertson’s River. About thirty prisoners were taken, but having no pro- 
visions, and it being very difficult, if not impossible, for them to keep 
up, I paroled them. The guns, two 3-inch rifled, were brought to camp. 
December 24, at daylight started from Madison Court-House, 
marched, via James City, Griffinsburg, and Stone-House Mountain, to 
near kixeyville. December 25, at daylight marched to the Fauquier 
White Sulphur Springs, crossing in the meantime the Hazel and the 
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Rappahannock Rivers, the former with great difficulty indeed. Decem- 
ber 26, march resumed at daylight, Second Division leading. On 
reaching War:enton the Second Division went in the direction of 
Salem and Piedmont, camping near Paris. At Warrenton the First 
Division marched in the direction of New Baltimore, Georgetown, 
White Plains, and Middleburg, camping near the latter place. Decem- 
ber 27, the Second Division marched, via Paris, Ashby’s Gap, and Mill- 
wood, to camp near Winchester; First Division marched, via Middle- 
burg, Upperville, Paris, and Ashby’s Gap, to Millwood. December 28, 
First Division marched to camp near Winchester. 

The country through which we passed was thoroughly cleaned of 
stock and forage. The command was obliged to live on the country 
for six days. Altogether it was an extremely hard trip on men and 
horses on account of the intense cold and bad weather. For six days 
out of the ten it either rained, hailed, or snowed, and sometimes all 
three. 


A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brevet Major-General, Chief of Cavalry, Commanding. 


Brevet Brigadier-General ForsyrH, 
Chief of Staff, Headquarters Army of the Shenandoah. 


Report of casualties in the Cavalry, Middle Military Division, on the late raid, from 
December 19 to December 28, 1864. 


Division. | 


Wounded. 
Accidentally 
hurt. 
Aggregate. 
Horses lost. 


' Killed. 
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Hpers. CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
January 9, 1865. 


No. 2. 
Reports of General Robert E. Lee, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
December 23, 1864. 


On the 20th General Early reported one division of enemy’s cavalry, 
under General Custer, coming up the Valley, and two divisions, under 
General Torbert, moving through Chester Gap, with four pieces artillery 
and thirty wagons. On the 22d Rosser attacked Custer’s division, nine 
miles from Harrisonburg, and drove [him] back, capturing torty pris- 
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oners. This morning Torbert attacked Lomax near Gordonsville, and 
was repulsed and severely punished. He is retiring and Lomax pre- 


aring to follow. 
2 va R. E. LEE. 


Hon. J. A. SEDDON. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
December 24, 1864. 


General Fitz Lee reports that the force which attacked Lomax 
yesterday consisted of two divisions of enemy’s cavalry, under General 
Torbert. Lomax was posted across the Madison turnpike two miles 
and a half from Gordonsville. The enemy was handsomely repulsed, 
and retired about 3 p. m., just as re-enforcements were getting in posi- 
tion, leaving some of his dead on the field. He traveled too rapidly 
last night to engage his rear, having passed Jack’s Shop, twelve miles 
from Gordonsville, one hour after dark. Thirty-two prisoners, captured 
at Liberty Mills on the 22d, being unable to keep up on their retreat, 
were liberated. Lomax’s loss slight. 

kR. E. LEE. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


DECEMBER 26-27, 1864.—Scout from Fairfax Court-House to Hopewell 
Gap, Va. 


Report of Capt. John Sargent, Highth Illinois Cavalry. 


FAIRFAX CoURT-HOUSE, December 27, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the recent 
scout made by me with 400 men of the Kighth Illinois Cavalry: 

In obedience to orders from brigade headquarters I left camp at 
8 p.m. December 26, and proceeded, by way of Thoroughfare Gap, to 
the house of Mrs. Lewis, which I was ordered to search. At Mrs. 
Lewis’ I captured two rebel soldiers, who reported themselves as belong- 
ing to the Fourth Virginia Cavalry. From Mrs. Lewis’ I moved in the 
direction of Hopewell Gap, where I arrived at daylight this morning. 
During the march both of the prisoners, who were under the charge of 
Company C, managed to make their escape. At 9 a.m. I passed 
through Hopewell Gap, and arrived at camp at 5 p. m. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. SARGENT, 
Captain, Commanding Scouts. 


Maj. J. D. LUDLAM, 
Commanding Highth Illinois Cavalry. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS RELATING 
SPECIALLY TO OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
WEST VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, AND PENNSYLVANIA, 
AUGUST 4, 1864, TO AUGUST 31, 1864.* 


UNION CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


CiTy POINT, VA., August 4, 1864—12 m. 
(Received 7 p. m.) 
A. LINCOLN, 
President of the United States: 


Your dispatch of 6 p. m. just received. I will start in two hours for 
Washington and will spend a day with the army under General 
Hunter. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Tneutenant- General. 


WASHINGTON, August 4, 1864—10 p.m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
City Point, Va.: 

Had you asked my opinion in regard to Generals Hunter and Sheri- 
dan it would have been freely and frankly given; but I must beg to 
be excused from deciding questions which lawfully and properly be- 
long to your office. Ican give no instructions to either till you decide 
upon their commands. I await your orders, and shall strictly carry 
them out, whatever they may be.i 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, August 4, 1864. (Received 11.40 a. m.) 


Governor BOREMAN, 
Wheeling, W. Va.: 

Your telegram§ of yesterday has been received. The Government is 
taking all the measures within its power to protect your State from the 
rebel forces. Much might be done by the loyal people to impede any 
advance if it should be attempted by cutting down trees and blocking 
the roads and destroying bridges. If you would give attention to this 
subject and induce your people to do something themselves they could 
in the way suggested accomplish a good deal for their own protection 
and aid our forces in following and,destroying the rebels. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 

* For Correspondence, etc., from September 1, 1864, to December 31, 1864, see Part II. 

+See Lincoln to Grant, August 3, 6 p. m., Vol. XXXVII, Part I, p. 582. 

tSee Halleck to Grant, and Grant to Halleck, August 3, 1864, Vol. XXXVII, Part 


II, pp. 582, 583. 
§ See Boreman to Stanton, Vol. XXXVII, Part II, p. 587. 
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WHEELING, W. VA., August 4, 1864. 
(Received 9.30 p. m.) 
E. M. STANTON: 

Your telegram received. I had ordered out the State militia before 
dispatching you on yesterday. They will do all that undrilled men 
can to obstruct the advance of the evemy. I have no further news. I 
request that you give orders to the proper officers to issue commissary 
and quartermaster’s stores to the militia while in actual service. 

A. I, BOREMAN. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
August 4, 1864—10 p.m. 
Governor BOREMAN, 
Wheeling, W. Va.: 

Your telegram received. Orders to the commissary and quarter- 
master at Wheeling will be issued immediately, as requested. Your 
militia, with ther axes and crowbars, can, by obstructing the roads 
and destroying bridges, accomplish immense results toward protecting 
your State. We have a large force rapidly organizing for the field 
under command of Major-General Sheridan. A few hours of delay 
occasioned by the industrious labors of your militia on the roads may 
accomplish the destruction of the enemy. Spare no efforts on this 
poiut, aud see that the work is effectually done on every road and pass. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Hpa@rs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 


August 4, 1864. 
General HARDIN, 


Commanding Division: 


The Hon. M. Blair, Postmaster-General, Is visiting at his place near 
Silver Spring. I wish to have the officer commanding the cavalry 
picket at Leesborough instructed to have him (Blair) informed of the 
presence of any portion of the enemy’s force in the vicinity of that 
place. I think you had better have a small picket established here 
and in front of Silver Spring, with a special reference to his (Blair’s) 
presence at the latter place. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cc. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Communding. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22p ARMY CORPS, 


August 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General TORBERT, i i 


Commanding Division, Cavalry Corps : 

GENERAL: [ aim instructed to inform you that you are authorized to 
retain your, troops in camp in the position now occupied by them or its 
vicinity. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
ee J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Muppy Branca, August 4, 1864. 
: (Received 11.10 a, m. 
Maj. C. H. Raymonp, 


Assistant Adjutant-General: 

MaJor: All quiet this morning. There are only about thirty of the 
enemy in the timber in the vicinity of Rockville and Darnestown, who 
interrupt small squads. 

JNO. M. WAITE, 
Major, de. 


Muppy Brawncn, Mp., August 4, 1864. 
(Received 6.10 p. m.) 
Maj. C. H. RaymMonp, 
Assistant Adjutant- General: 


Masor: Officer in charge of my right sends word: 


{ hear from yarious sources that Imboden’s brigade is in vicinity of Lees- 
burg. Aim scouring the country between here and Darnestown and Rockville for 
bushwhackers and shall continue it day and night. All quiet along my lines. 

J. M. WAITE, 
Major, Commanding. 


ALEXANDRIA, August 4, 1864. 
(Received & p. m.) 
Colonel TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: Last night I sent a scouting party to look after certain 
guerrillas said to be in the neighborhood of Burke’s Station. They 
scouted the country thoroughly, but could find nothing. 

HH: H. WELLS, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fatls Church, Va., August 4, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that no intelligence has yet 
been received from the force sent to the Rappahannock two nights 
since. Messengers came in last night from the party sent to Thorough- 
fare Gap and the valley beyond. ‘They had not reached their destina- 
tion, but report the vicinity of Bristoe Station and Manassas as free 
from any force. The party sent to the Catoctin Mountains, west of 
Leesburg, came in this morning. They bring information direct from 
the vicinity of the gap near Hillsborough. A part of Bradley John- 
son’s cavalry, 400 strong, are lying near the gap. Mosby has in that 
vicinity on this side about 350 men, and is operating in concert with 
Johusou’s troops and those beyond the Blue Ridge. Mosby is reported 
to have had two companies badly cut up on his last trip across the 
river. He returned from Maryland on Sunday. The messengers sent 
from above Leesburg night before last were attacked and driven back 
by a party of rebels. In consequence information failed to reach here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Vol. Cav., Comdg. Cav. Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 4, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that Lieutenant Tuck, sent 
to the Rappahannock, with a sinall party of observation, has just 
returned. He reports that, substantially, matters in the vicinity of the 
Rapidan and Culpeper Court-House remain in about the same state as 
formerly reported at your headquarters; that there are at the Rapidan 
railroad crossing about 100 men, infantry and cavalry, with cavalry 
pickets out and pickets toward Orange Court-House; that there are at 
Culpeper Court-House nearly 200 men, infantry; that trains travel 
daily from Culpeper, carrying supplies and forage south. Mosby, he 
also reports, was at Culpeper about one week or more since with about 
150 men. Lieutenant Tuck went to the Rappahannock River, and 
received his information from several sources m that vicinity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Vol. Cav., Comdg. Cav. Brigade. 


WASHINGTON, August 4, 1864. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Monocacy, Md. : 

Ihave seen General Kelley’s dispatch* to you of last evening, and 
think that he should be immediately re-enforced by cavalry. General 
Sheridan’s cavalry is beginning to arrive, and will be sent forward 
soon. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Monocacy JUNCTION, August 4, 1864—4.30 p.m. 
(Received 4.40 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

The enemy is reported moving in two columns, one by way of 
Charlestown and one by Shepherdstown, on Harper’s Ferry. I have 
he General Emory’s corps to re-enforce the troops at Harper’s 

erry. 

D. HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


Monocacy JUNCTION, August 4, 1864. 
(Received 7 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff : 

At 4.30 p. m. our pickets were driven away from Antietam Ford and 
the enemy commenced crossing with cavalry and infantry. One of my 
aides reports the enemy are sending cavalry over into Loudoun County, 
I suppose by way of Key’s Ford. 

D. HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


*See Vol. XXXVII, Part II, p. 587. 
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Monocacy JUNCTION, MD., August 4, 1864. 
(Received 9 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 
The following just received from General Kelley: 


CUMBERLAND, MD., August 4, 1864—8 p.m. 
Major-General HUNTER: 

General Duffié reports that a force of about 2,000 rebels crossed Cherry Run this 
a.m. and was marching toward Hancock. It is possible Early’s whole force is to 
move into and escape via the South Branch Valley. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 

D. HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


Monocacy JUNCTION, MD., August 4, 1864—9 p.m. 
(Received 10 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 
Following just received from General Howe: 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 4, 1864—9 p.m. 
General HUNTER: 


The indications at dark were that this place would be attacked in the morning, 
both on the Virginia and Maryland side of the river. Ifthe enemy attacks on both 
sides at the same time I think there should be 3,000 men sent besides those you say 
you have sent. None have reached here yet. 

A. P. HOWE, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


D. HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


HARPER’S JTERRY, VA., August 4, 1864—10.15 p.m. 
(Received 10.20 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. D. HUNTER, Monocacy Junction: 

Colonel Blakely, Fourteenth Pennsylvania, just reports that cavalry, 
infantry, and artillery have crossed at the Shepherdstown ford and at 
Dam No.4; that at 6 o’clock he had a skirmish with them at Antietam 
bridge, and would have to fall back to this place. Troops are arriving. 

A, P. HOWE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Major-General HALLECK: 


Above just received from General Howe. 
D.. HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 4, 1864—9 a. m. 
Col. JAMES A. HARDIE, Inspector-General: 


Have been here since Tuesday; get very little news of enemy. When 


I get through here intend to return to General Hunter if practicable. 
WM. SINCLAIR, 


Assistant Lnspector-General. 
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HARPER'S FERRY, August 4, 1864—8 p.m. 
Col. JAMES A. HARDIE: 

Cavalry officer at Antietam Creek reports that he was driven away 
at 4.30 p. m., aud enemy were crossing infantry and cavalry at Shep- 
herdstown; in what force is not known. Was on Bolivar Heights at 
sundown; saw dust about vicinity of Shepherdstown. Cavalry officer 
on Winchester road reports Imboden at Charlestown, with two guns 
and 1,200 cavalry. 

WM. SINCLAIR, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 4, 1864. 
(Received 10.25 p. m.) 
Col. JAMES A. HARDIE, 
Inspector-General: 

Another orderly has arrived from cavalry officer at Antietam Creek; 
reports that {they} had a skirmish with enemy and had to fall back. 
Enemy crossed at Shepherdstown and Dam No. 4, with infantry, cav- 
alry, and artillery; numbers not known. Signal officer stationed at 
McClellan’s Gap reports that enemy crossed cavalry and had infantry 
on Virginia side when he left his station. This must be the signal sta- 
tion used by General McClellan during the battle of Antietam. 

WM. SINCLAIR, 
Assistant Inspector-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 58. Monocacy Junction, Md., August 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. Julins Stahel, U. S. Volunteers, having recovered from his 
wounds received in action at Piedmont, W. Va., aud reported for duty, 
is announced as chief of cavalry, aud will be attached to the staft of 
the major-general commanding the department. Major-General Stahel 
will make frequent inspections of the cavalry of this command, and 
present such suggestions as his experience may warrant looking t. its 
increased efficiency. 
By command of Major-General Hunter: 
THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS Six1H Corps, 
August 4, 1864—11.55 p.m. 
By direction of the department commander the corps will be held in 
readiness to move at daylight to-morrow morning upon the receipt of 
orders to that effect. The order of march will be as follows: first, 
Second Division; second, Third Division; third, artillery not assigned 
to divisions; fourth, First Division; fifth, the trains, to which the com- 
mander of the First Division will assign a brigade as guard. The 
ambulances and headquarters trains will accompany the divisions to 
which they belong; corps headquarters wagons will follow immedi- 
ately after the artillery. 
By command of Major-General Wright: 
C. A. WHITTIER, 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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SANDY Hook, August 4, 1864. 
Major-General Emory: ee 


All quiet on the railroad. 
E. L. MOLINEUX, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
[Indorsement. ] 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Commanding: 
You will see my advance is at Sandy Hook. 


W. H. EMORY, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 4, 1864—9.35 p.m. 
General Emory: 
Have reported, and am going into bivouac at my position. 
KK. L. MOLINEUX, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Monocacy, August 4, 1864—3.40 [p. m.]. 
Brigadier-General HOWE: 
I am sending you re-enforcements; if you don’t need them I wish 
you would inform me. 
D. HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 4, 1864—4.15 p.m. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Monocacy: 
Signal officer reports the enemy moving on this place from Shep- 
herdstown on the Virginia side with cavalry and infantry. 
A. P. HOWE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 4, 18S64—6 p.m. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Monocacy: 
Our cavalry officer at Antietam Creek reports, at 4.30 p. m., he was 
driven away, aud the enemy were crossing cavalry and infantry. 
A. P. HOWE, 
Brigadier- General, 


Monocacy, August 4, 1864, 
(Received 8.30 a. m. Sth.) 
General KELLEY: 
General Averell has been ordered to pursue the enemy at once, and 
obey such orders as you nay give Lim. 
‘ s i D. HUNTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
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CUMBERLAND, MD., August 4, 1864. 
(Received 9 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen..D. HUNTER, 
Monocacy, Md. : 
The enemy have just attacked New Creek. I have sent all the force 
I can spare to its support. Averell is yet at Bath. I have urged him 
for God’s sake to move at once. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-Generai. 
(Copy forwarded to Halleck, 9 p. m.) 


HANCOCK, August 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 
The report that the rebels had crossed at Cherry Run is untrue. 
There are none on this side of Potomac. 
A. N. DUFFIE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Hancock, August 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General DUFFIE: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to request that you will remain at this 
point and picket the roads and fords from this place to Williamsport, 
sending small scouting parties across the river to penetrate as far 
as possible, and informing General Hunter and General Kelley of 
anything that may occur. I have also the honor to request that you 
will direct 500 of the most serviceable mounted men of your division 
to report to me for duty. This command is entirely too weak for the 
enterprise which is contemplated. it will return in two or three days. 

Very respectfully, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 


August 4, 1864—9 a.m. 
Major-General HUNTER, 


Monocacy Junction: 

Patrols report no troops have passed on the Romney grade, east or 
west. LEarly’s forces between Bunker Hill and Winchester. Desert- 
ers report they have orders to move to Richmond. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HANCOCK, August 4, 1864. 


' (Received 8.20 a. m.) 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY: 


Have you any news this morning? 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
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t CUMBERLAND, August 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: poe 
eee new thisa.m. The enemy were still at Springfield last 
night. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


HANCOCK, August 4, 1864. 
(Received 8.35 a. m.) 
General B. F. KELLEY: 

My command is crossing the river. General Duffié will remain in 
person at this place. As soon as possible send a train with 10,000 
rations and 40,000 pounds forage down to the break where the load 
can be transferred to the train on this side. Also have a wagon train 
ready to run to Springfield with half the above amount upon notice 
from me. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HANCOCK, August 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 

Patrol just returned from Unger’s Store reports no rebels seen, none 
in the gap, and Early’s command between Bunker Hill and Winches- 
ter. No troops passed on the Romney grade. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


AuGUST 4, 1864—9.20 a. m. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Md.: 
Cannot the South Branch bridge be strengthened and the road 
repaired immediately? 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 4, 1864. 


Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

A force has gone down this a. m, to repair the road at Green Spring 
Run and South Branch bridge. Will push the work as rapidly as pos- 
sible. If no rebel force has passed west McCausland and Johnson will 


not stay at Springfield. Have sent a scout there this a. mn. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


Sir JoHn’s Run, August 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 
Upon arrival at Bath I received a report from an officer commanding 
a patrol toward Hedgesville, that 3,000 infantry had crossed at Cherry 
Run, and were advancing up both sides of the canal toward Hancock; 
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that our pickets at Millstone Point had been driven in. I am awaiting 
here until the strength and intentions of the enemy are known. In the 
meantime can you not send us some forage and rations very soon, as 


my command is out of both? 
WM. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier- General. 


Sir Joun’s Run, August 4, 1864. 
General KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 

Report proved false. I have ordered the arrest of the officer who 
sent it, together with his pickets. If you can send me some rations 
and forage now I shall lose nothing by the delay, as I desire to be out 
three or four days and we are destitute. Answer. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, [August] 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 
Your request will be promptly complied with. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


HANCOCK, August 4, 1864. 
(Received 12.30 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 

The enemy have crossed at Cherry Run, 2,000 strong, marching 
toward Haneock. General Duffié is here. General Averell is gone to 
intercept McCausland. 

JNO. A. BYERS, 
Aide-de-Camp, Second Cavalry Division. 


CUMBERLAND, August 4, 1864—1.30 p.m. 
J. A. BYERS, 
Aide-de-Camp : 
What force has General Duffié ? 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


[HANCOCK, August 4, 1864.] 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY: 
About 1,300 men and five pieces artillery, and good position. He 
says he can whip them. 
J. A. BYERS, 
Aide de-Camp. 
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CUMBERLAND, [August| 4, 1864. 
J. A. BYERS, eg ia aii 
Aide-de-Camp : 

Nothing for the general. My scouts have not reported from Spring- 
field to-day yet. Please tell the general to push on with all practicable 
speed. I will have forage and rations in readiness for him. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, [August] 4, 1864. 
(Received Alpine 2 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

A dispatch, just received from New Creek, informs me that the 
pickets have been driven in at that place. I presume it is McNeill’s 
and a portion of McCausland’s force. Please push on as rapidly as 
possible. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 4, 1864. 
(Received Alpine 3 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 
New Creek is attacked by McCausland’s force. Push on with all 
possible speed. I cannot spare force from here to support New Creek. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


SIR JOHN’S RUN, August 4, 1864. 
General B. F. KELLEY, 
Cumberland: 

I will move as fast as I possibly can. Send dispatches after me 
advising me of all news, so that I may direct iny course right. You 
cannot expect me to help New Creek. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 4, 1864—3 p.m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Hancock: 
Duffié says he can take care of the force that is threatening him. 
For God’s sake move forward as rapidly as possible. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 4, 1864—4 p.m. 
(Received 6.30 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

The wires have ceased to work [west]. If the enemy take New 
Creek they will attack me from the west. I shall rely on your being 
within supporting distance to-morrow morning. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General, 
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CUMBERLAND, [August] 4, 1864—4.50 p. m. 
(Received 6.30 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

Push forward to Springfield without delay. I will have forage and 
rations for you there. Wires have ceased to work to New Creek. 
I fear the worst. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 4, 1864—9 p.m. 
(Via Hancock.) 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

New Creek is yet holding out. I hope they will be able to beat the 
enemy off. Imboden joined them this a. m. at Romney with a small 
force. Push on as fast as you possibly can. A citizen reports that if 
they were successful at New Creek they would try Cumberland from 
the west. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


NEW CREEK, August 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 

The company of the Eleventh Virginia that went out on scout 
over Inskip road reported at New Creek, and say that McNeill passed 
up with a lot of cattle toward Moorefield. Have not heard of any- 
thing else. The blockade of the road was not removed only in places 
they reblockaded. 

Juki HOY, 
Colonel. 


CUMBERLAND, August 4, 1864. 
Colonel STEVENSON, New Creek: 
Put your force in position and fight to the last. It must be McNeill’s 
force only. Will send the Eleventh to you. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


CUMBERLAND, August 4, 1864. 
Colonel STEVENSON, New Creek: 
Fight them to the last. Major Simpson is on the way to you. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CLARKSBURG, W. VA., August 4, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER, Beverly: 


The enemy attacked New Creek this afternoon at 4 o'clock; result 
pakuone Keep your pickets well out and be on the alert night and 
ay. 
N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel. 
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CHARLESTON, W. VA., August 4, 1864. 
Maj. W. P. RucCKER, 
Gallipolis, Ohio: 

Nothing from Ballard. Captain Ramsay’s company was attacked 
two days ago and all the menin the fort taken prisoners by Thurmond; 
about twenty. Ramsay was away with most of his company. Since 
horses have been so scarce there is some new order about officers buy- 
ing Government horses which forbids, I think. 

JOHN H. OLEY, 
Colonel, de. 


Monocacy JUNCTION, August 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. WALLACE: 

Everything quiet along our line. Major Waite, at Muddy Branch, 
reports that inen in citizens’ clothing are patrolling the Potomac, and 
when they find our men separated from their commands they bush- 
whack them. These men are supposed to belong to a Lieutenant Mob‘ 
berly’s gang of outlaws. I have instructed my command not to bring 
any of them to my headquarters except for interment. I think the 
Potomac, up to Poiut of Rocks, well guarded, except against a large 
force. My men are throwing up earth-works at Monrovia and Mount 
Airy to protect themselves against cavalry. We have a large force at 


this point. 
E. B. TYLER, 
Brigadier- General. 


PITTSBURG, PA., August 4, 1864. 
(Received 11.50 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

General Kelley telegraphs me that the enemy are at Springfield, 
McCausland [and] Johnson, awaiting re-enforcements. He wants me 
to send him troops, but do not think it advisable to send him those at 
Camp Reynolds, 300 to 400. By three days I hope to have an organ- 
ization of all the able-bodied men in this city. 

D. N. COUCH, 


Major-General. 


PITTSBURG, PA., August 4, 1864. 
(Received 9.20 p. m.) 


Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 
Enemy attacked New Oreek at 4 p.m. Still fighting, according to 
General Kelley, at 7 p.m. He estimated it to be the same force which 
attacked Cumberland, 5,000 strong. I hope to be ready to meet them 


if they come north. 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 
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PITTSBURG, August 4, 1864. 
(Received 12 midnight.) 


Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Oumberland : 


I did not receive your telegram of yesterday.* I hope to have a 
large force organized shortly, but perhaps will not immediately be able 
to give you much assistance. Shall send out this morning to have the 
mountain passes fortified. If you can give information as to what 
points are threatened it would be advisable. 

TY. NCOUCH: 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 4, 1864—5.30 p.m. 
Major-General CoucH, 
Pittsburg: 

The enemy attacked New Creek, twenty-five miles west of this, at 4 
p. m. this evening. Are now fighting. If they succeed in capturing 
the garrison there is nothing to prevent them from going to the Ohio 
River unless you can raise a force to stop them. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


HARRISBURG, August 4, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. D. N. CoucH: ~ 
Lieutenant Thayer reports from Casey’s Knob that General Averell 
crossed at Hancock on a reconnaissance, and doubtless in recrossing 
frightened the inhabitants. I know of no officer to send as engineer 
from here except Colonel Mather. I have ordered two companies to 
barricade roads and defend them. 
JNO. 8. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.] HpbQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Pittsburg, Pa., August 4, 1864. 
To THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF CouUNTY: 

GENTLEMEN: It is necessary that you should be apprised that raid- 
ing parties of the enemy may at any time endeavor to invade the 
limits of your county, to prevent which and to inflict all possible 
damage to the foe, the following directions are issued for your guid- 
ance: 

The roads passing over the mountains or through gorges into your 
county must be strongly fortified for defense, and you are requested to 
use the power of your official position to accomplish that end by fur- 
nishing men, tools, and, if deemed necessary, an armed force for the 
defense of the works erected. If necessary, arms will be furnished for 
any organized force by making timely application to these head- 
quarters. 

Inclosed herewith you will find special instructions as to the char- 
acter of the work and the leading points to be defended. You will use 


*See Kelley to Couch, Vol. KXXXVIJ, Part II, p. 590. 
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your judgment as to placing obstructions over other roads. A force of 
men willing and ready to defend their homes should be immediately 
organized to hold the passes and furnish early information of the move- 
ments of the enemy. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


-= = 


CIRCULAR. | HpeRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Pittsburg, Pa., August 4, 1864. 
To THE PEOPLE OF THE SOUTHERN TIER OF COUNTIES OF PENN: 
SYLVANIA: 

Your situation is such that a raid by the enemy is not impossible at 
any time during the summer and coming fall. I, therefore, call upon 
you to put your rifles and shotguns in good order, also supplying 
yourselves with plenty of ammunition. Your corn-fields, mountains, 
forests, thickets, buildings, &c., furnish favorable places for cover and 
at the same time enable you to kill the marauders, recollecting if they 
come it is to plunder, destroy, and burn your property. 

D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 


Monocacy, MD., August 5, 1864—8 p.m. 
(Received 11 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C.: 

I have ordered the concentration of al] available force under Gen. 
eral Hunter to be concentrated at once at Harper’s Ferry and to follow 
the enemy promptly wherever he may go. If it is-found, as I suspect, 
nothing but a small raiding force is north of the Potomac, then he 
is to move up the valley after the main force, detaching sufficient to 
attend to that left north of him by the enemy. Unless otherwise 
ordered, send all the cavalry yet to arrive as fast as brigades are com- 
plete, by Leesburg and the south side of the Potomac to reach the 


een pe U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Monocacy, August 5, 1864—11.30 p.m. 
(Received 12.40 a. m. 6th.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Washington. D. C.: 

Send Sheridan by morning train to Harper’s Ferry, calling here on 
his way to see if General Hunter has left. Give him orders to take 
general command of all the troops in the field within the division. 
General Hunter will turn over to him my letter of instructions. 

U5. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 
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WASHINGTON, August 5, 1864. 


Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding: 
General Grant directs that you will move with your cavalry without 
delay to the Monocacy, crossing by the Rockville and Frederick pike. 
Unless other instructions are given on your arrival by General Grant, 


you will report to General Hunter for orders. 
. H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


City Point, VA., August 5, 1864—11 a.m. 
‘(Received 7 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. M. C. METGs, 
Quartermaster- General : 

The last of Torbert’s division of cavalry left here at 9 this morning; 
it numbered 5,000. I am now shipping the ammunition train and will 
be loading and sending wagons constantly. Shall begin to embark 
Wilson’s division to-day. We can embark them as rapidly as the 


returning transports will permit. 
RUFUS INGALLS, 


Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Armies before Richmond. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. DEPT. OF WASHINGTON, 
TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
No. 192. August 5, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


2. The six companies of the Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve 
Corps and four companies of the Tenth Regiment Veteran Reserve 
Corps now at Cliffburne Barracks, D. C., having been reported at these 
headquarters, will be reported without delay to Brigadier-General 
Hardin, commanding division, for duty. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Augur: 

C. H. RAYMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS HARDIN’S DIVISION, 
TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS, DEPT: OF WASHINGTON, 
Washington, D. C., August 5, 1864. 
Co.,onel HAYWARD, 
Second Brigade: 

By inclosed order, No. 192,* another regiment of Veteran Reserve 
Corps is assigned to our division, and by orders, No. 92, assigned to 
Second Brigade. General Hardin thinks you had better assign the 
Seventh Regiment of Veteran Reserve Corps to Stevens and Slocum 
and this new regiment Veteran Reserve Corps to Totten, Slemmer, 
and Bunker Hill, in the proper proportion. The provisional battalion 


*See next, ante. 
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under Captain Pope will move to First Brigade as per orders, 92, 
inclosed. Please see that the proper disposition is made, and send 
report of the same as soon as practicable. This new regiment will be 
at Fort Totten about 2 p. m. 
Very respectfully, 
R. CHANDLER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ALEXANDRIA, August 5, 1864. 
(Received 9.15 p. m.) 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


COLONEL: The patrols report all quiet to-day. I have sent a party 
of dismounted men below Occoquan to-night. 
H. H. WELLS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, de. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 5, 1864. 
Lieut, Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that a party sent to the vicin- 
ity of Thoroughfare Gap and beyond have just returned, reporting no 
force in that vicinity this side of Chester Gap, except small scouting 
parties down in the vicinity of Warrenton and below the gap on Little 
River pike. The Sixth Virginia Cavalry is reported to be at Chester 
Gap; it is about 250 strong. Scouts sent beyond Warrenton have not 
been heard from. Two messengers sent last night from the vicinity of © 
Thoroughfare Gap failed to reach here up to this hour. No intelli- 
gence has been received from a small force between Leesburg and 
Aldie. It is expected that messengers from there will arrive to-night. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Vol. Cav., Comdg. Cav. Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Muddy Branch, August 5, 1864, (Received 9.20 p. m.) 
Maj. C. H. RAYMOND: 
All quiet on my lines to-day. Bushwhackers are making their escape 
across the Potomac by night. 
JNO. M. WAITE, 


Major, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
In the Field, Monocacy Bridge, Md., August 5, 1864—8 p.m. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Commanding Department of West Virginia: 
GENERAL: Concentrate all your available force, without delay, in the 
vicinity of Harper’s Ferry, leaving only such railroad guards and gar- 
risons for public property as may be necessary. Use in this concentra- 
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tion the railroad, if by so doing time can be saved. From Harper’s 
Ferry, if it is found that the enemy has moved north of the Potomac 
in large force, push north, following and attacking him wherever found; 
following him, if driven south of the Potomac, as long as it is safe to do 
so. Ifit is ascertained that the enemy has but a small force north of the 
Potomac, then push south with the main force, detaching, under a com- 
petent commander, a sufficient force to look after the raiders and drive 
them to their homes. In detaching such a force, the brigade of cavalry 
now en route from Washington, via Rockville, may be taken into account. 
There are now on the way to join you three other brigades of the best 
of cavalry, numbering at least 5,000 men and horses. These will be 
instructed, in the absence of further orders, to join you by the south 
side of the Potomac. One brigade will probably start to-morrow. In 
pushing up the Shenandoah Valley, as it is expected you will have to 
go, first or last, it is desirable that nothing should be left to invite the 
enemy to return. Take all provisions, forage, and stock wanted for 
the use of your command; such as cannot be consumed, destroy. Itis 
not desirable that the buildings should be destroyed; they should rather 
be protected; but the people should be informed that so long as an 
army can subsist among them recurrences of these raids must be 
expected, and we are determined to stop them at all hazards. Bear in 
mind the object is to drive the enemy south, and to do this you want to 
keep him always in sight. Be guided in your course by the course he 
takes. Make your own arrangements for supplies of all kinds, giving 
regular vouchers for such as will be taken from loyal citizens in the 
country through which you march. 
Very respectfully, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 5, 1864. (Via Monocacy.) 
Major-General HUNTER: 
Keep me advised of your movements and those of the enemy, so that 
Sheridan may know where to go to join you. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


MOoNOCACY JUNCTION, August 5, 1864—10.30 a.m. 
(Received 12 m.) 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMY: 

General Emory is at Harper’s Ferry with his corps. Colonel Lowell, 
who is guarding the river from Point of Rocks to Edwards’ Ferry, 
made a reconnaissance as far as Hillsborough, in Loudoun County, Va., 
and reports no enemy in Loudoun and none moving across from Key’s 
Ferry. No rebel force has approached Harper’s Ferry to-day. Gen- 
eral Howe reports a considerable rebel force of cavalry and artillery, 
with a train, moving northward from Shepherdstown on the Maryland 
side of the river. The main body of my forces remains in this vicinity, 
from which place I will not move until there are further developments 
of the enemy’s intentions. 

D. HUNTER, 
Major-General. 
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Monocacy, Mp., August 5, 1864—11 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 
Following just received from General Howe, dated 10 a. m. 5th: 


No movements observed this morning Charlestown way. A large force of cavalry 
and a large wagon train reported on the Maryland side, moving toward Sharpsburg. 


D. HUNTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D.C., August 5, 1864. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Monocacy : 

About 2,000 of General Sheridan’s cavalry will move out this after- 
noon by the Rockville and Frederick pike. The remainder will follow 
as soon as it arrives and is supplied. It is reported that the rebels are 
in Hagerstown. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Monocacy JUNCTION, August 5, 1864—4.45 p.m. 
(Received 6.30 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 
Following just received from one of my aides, dated Harper’s Ferry, 
3.45 p.m. : 
The rebel force crossed appears to be mostly cavalry. About 6,000 reported 


crossed up to this hour. Their immense wagon train would seem to denote a raid 
for plunder. Would it not be well to watch Loudoun closely ? 


D. HUNTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HARPER’S FERRY, VA., August 5, 1864—3 p.m. 
(Received 3.30 p. m.) 
Col. JAMES A. HARDIE, 
Inspector-General: 

The signal officer on Maryland Heights reports having seen three 
divisions of infantry cross at Shepherdstown this morning, but thinks 
they have not gone far from the river; also, about 300 wagons, which 
moved to Antietam, guarded by cavalry and a battery, scattering at 
that point, and can be seen in small numbers through the country pro- 
curing supplies. A portion of the Nineteenth moved up on Maryland 


Heights this morning. WM. SINCLAIR 
ivi, ay 
Major, ke. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 5, 1864. 
(Received 11.15 p.m.) 
Col. JAMES A. HARDIE, 
Inspector-General : 
Lieutenant Wyckoff, First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry, has just 
arrived from Antietam Creek. He was at the Mountain House in the 
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forenoon and on the hill just below the bridge where General Burnside 
crossed, from 2 p. m. until dark. Reports that enemy left Sharpsburg 
on Hagerstown road, with about 2,000 cavalry and 200 wagons, at day- 
light; no infantry. About 2,000 infantry and 150 wagons were left 
near Sharpsburg during the day. Their wagons were engaged in 
gathering wheat from farmers near Sharpsburg. When he left could 
see no sigus of a force advancing on Virginia side. 
WM. SINCLAIR, 
Assistant Inspector- General. 


Hpars. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Harper’s Ferry, August 5, 1864. 
Captain BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Monocacy Junction : 

Ihave telegraphed for Dudley to bring his cavalry up, but get no 
answer. Ifthere is no objection, ask the general to let it come. I can 
ascertain nothing definite without it. 

W. H. EMORY, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


Monocacy, MpD., August 5, 1864. 


Major-General. EMory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps: 

I will send the escort to-night. Have just received the telegram. 
The agent of the road is anxious to have the number of men of your 
command passed over the road. If I shall give the number, please 
transmit it. 

O. O. POTTER, 
Captain and Chief Quartermaster, Nineteenth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Harpers Ferry, August 5, 1864. 
Capt. O. O. POTTER, 
Chief Q. M. 19th A. C., at Gambrill’s, Monocacy Junction : 

I will send the numbers faithfully as soon as it is proper. Let me 
know if Colonel Dudley’s command has started; if not, send him by 
railroad, if possible. We are greatly in want of cavalry here. 

W. H. EMORY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


Monocacy, MD., August 5, 1864—8 p. m. 
Major-General Emory: 
Colonel Dudley started at 4 p.m. with his command. 


O. O. POTTER, 
Captain and Quartermaster. 
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Hpqrs. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Harper’s Ferry, August 5, 1864. 
Col. N. A. M. DUDLEY, ihe ‘ 


Commanding Cavalry : 


You will come to this place with your cavalry with all possible dis- 
patch. Your presence is much needed here. This supposes you have 
“a no instructions from General Hunter; if you have, show him 

is. 

By command of Brevet Major-General Emory: 

D. S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 5, 1864, 
General MERRITT: 
You can camp just beyond Tennallytown to-night, and move on at 
5 o’clock in the morning. 
Yours, &c., 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding Division. 


Hpagrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 5, 1864—9 p.m. 


Major-General HUNTER, 
: Monocacy : 

Scout just come in from Winchester; reports no force there except 
sick and guards; citizens there generally report that Early’s army 
moved yesterday to again cross the river. Signal officer reports, at 6 
p. m., no troops in sight in Maryland, but three parks of wagons, two of 
them near Sharpsburg and one near Hagerstown. 

A. eek OW Es 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEFENSES OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 5, 1864. 


Col. W. P. MAULSBY, 
Commanding Brigade, Maryland Heights : 

COLONEL: In accordance with instructions from headquarters Mili- 
tary District of Harper’s Ferry, the general commanding directs that 
you move at once the regiment and battalion of a regiment in your 
command now lying on the plain of Maryland Heights into the breast- 
works near the Spur battery. The troops of Major-General Emory 
will form on the left of your troops. The regiment of your command on 
the heights near Stone Fort will remain there. 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ss. Ff. ADAMS, 
First Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEFENSES OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 5, 1864. 
Col. SAMUEL GRAHAM, 
Commanding Fifth New York Artillery: 

CoLonEL: You will have the detachment of the One hundred and 
seventieth Regiment Ohio National Guard, under your command, in 
readiness to march at 6 o’clock to-morrow morning, the detachment to 
be provided with two days’ rations. You will also make a sufficient 
detail immediately to-night to relieve the one officer, two sergeants, and 
seventy men of the One hundred and seventieth Ohio National Guard, 
now on guard duty at Sandy Hook, these men to report to their detach- 
ment commanders at Camp Hill, Va. 

By order of Brig. Gen, Max Weber, commanding: 

Ss. F. ADAMS, 
First Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DEFENSES OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 5, 1864. 
Maj. Joun H. HUNTLEY, 
Second Potomac Home Brigade Maryland Volunteers : 

Masor: You will have all of the detachments of infantry regiments 
of the Sixth Army Corps and Major-General Crook’s division now 
under your command ready to march at 6 a.m. to-morrow, the 6th 
instant. They will be provided with two days’ rations. 

By order of Brig. Gen, Max Weber, commanding: 

s S. F. ADAMS, 
First Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


CUMBERLAND, August 5, 1864—7.30 p.m. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Monocacy : 

I have just returned from New Creek. The enemy were severely 
punished and are retreating as rapidly as possible toward Moorefield. 
I think they will go up the South Fork and through Brock’s Gap into 
the Shenandoah Valley at Harrisonburg. It was the intention, how- 
ever, undoubtedly of McCausland and Johnson to have gone into West 
Virginia if they had not been repulsed here and at New Creek. No 
damage done to the railroad west of this, and very little east this side of 
Back Creek. Trains from the west will come in to-night, and in aday 
or two will run east to Hancock. No account of General Averell yet. I 
fear the enemy will get away before he reaches the South Branch 
Valley. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


PITTSBURG, August 5, 1864—12.10 p.m. 
(Received Cumberland 10.25 a, m. 6th.) 
General KELLEY: ; 
_ The success of your forces at Cumberland and New Creek is exceed- 
ingly gratifying to the peuple of this city. Three regiments of infantry 
and two of cavalry entered Hagerstown from Shepherdstown at 9.30 
this morning, I have sent artillery and infantry to Uniontown. 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 
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HANCOCK, August 5, 1864. 
(Received 10.30 a. m.) 
General B. F. KELLEY: 
The report of the rebel cavalry being on the Bath road is incorrect; 
it was General Averell’s men. They have just come in from a scouting 
expedition, and say no rebs on the Bath road. 
Cc. C. YEAKLE, 
Operator. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Hancock, Md., August 5, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

Srr: The report is that the enemy have crossed in force at Williams- 
port with wagon train of from 300 to 500 wagons. This is twice 
reported by our signal officer who is at Fairview. They commenced 
crossing at 10 o’clock, and continued crossing until 12 o’clock this day. 

Respectfully, &c., 
A. N. DUFFIE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


(Copy to General Kelley.) 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Hancock, Md., August 5, 1864. 
Major-General HUNTER: 
Sir: I send to you the following telegram from General Kelley: 
CUMBERLAND, August 5, 1864. 
We again defeated the enemy at New Creek yesterday, Their loss severe; ours 
not heavy. 


BF. KELERY, 
Brigadier-General, 


No enemy. crossed the Potomac yesterday, as reported. He has with- 
drawn his picket from the other side of the river. 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. N. DUFFIE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


Nothing new from General Averell. 


CUMBERLAND, August 5, 1864—9.10 a. m. 


Brigadier-General DUFFIE: 

Your telegram just received. Scouts report that General Averell 
overtook the enemy beyond Moorefield and captured his artillery and 
500 prisoners. This is not official; yet, I hope itis so. Your train, 
&e., arrived here yesterday morning. All quiet here. Will run trains 
to Hancock to-morrow if all right below you. 

B, F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier- General, 
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CUMBERLAND, August 5, 1864. 


Brigadier-General DUFFIE£, 
Hancock : 

If there is a squad of rebels on the Bath road, can’t you drive them 
off or capture them? Rations and forage loaded and ready to go as 
soon as South Branch bridge is repaired. 

B, F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPRINGFIELD, August 5, 1864. 
(Received 8.45 a. 1.) 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 

I expected to find some information here from you of the enemy to 
guide my movements, but have received nothing. Will you please 
furnish me with all the intelligence of the enemy that you have? 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 5, 1864. 
(Received 6 a. m. 6th.) 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Springfield, Va.: 

Enemy repulsed at New Creek last night. Are retreating rapidly 
toward Moorefield. Forage and rations were sent you this a. m. to 
Green Spring, also teams to aul to Springfield. Do not delay to pur- 
sue them with vigor; they are short of ammunition. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


NEW CREEK, August 5, 1864. 
General KELLEY: 


The rebels left here during the night. We are now hunting them; 
cannot tell which way they have gone. I will keep you advised of 
every movement. Itmay be the rebels have gone west. 

ROBT. STEVENSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Forces. 


NEw CREEK, [August 5,] 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 

All right this morning; rebels left. We are going in pursuit; will 
keep you advised. Re-euforcements arrived safe. We had a hot fight 
all afternoon. Cannot tell yet our loss; not heavy. Captured one 
prisoner; says the forces of McCausland and Johnson are going out 
toward Parkersburg, and will go on tothe road west of this place. I 
have confidence in the man and his father; he belongs to the First 
Virginia (rebel) Cavalry. Telegraph wire down west of here. 

Jed ON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel.. 
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CUMBERLAND, August 5, 1864. 
Colonel WILKINSON, 
Clarksburg, W. Va.: 
New Creek O. K. Enemy repulsed and amie off. 
. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting mahechine Adjutant- Gener al, 


CLARKSBURG, August 5, 1864, 
(Received 3.40 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 

I have ordered Company I’, Sixth Virginia, from Wheeling to 
Rowlesburg, temporarily. Have also requested General Bunker to send 
three companies State militia. Have a detachment of Carlin’s men 
here to man the 6-pounder brass gun. The Gilmer County affair was 
Chewning’s horse-thieves. All quiet in frqnt, so far as I know. 

N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel. 


WeEst Union, W. .. August 5, 1864. 
Colonel WILKINSON: 

COLONEL: I would most respectfully report to-day everything quiet. 
After our pickets were fired upon we sent out detachments of our com- 
pany, who scouted the country for ten miles around and found that the 
whole affair was occasioned by a supposed gang of horse-thieves, who 
were prowling around and happened to run on our pickets. I will do 
all in my power to have them captured. Mail-carrier from Glenville 
reports all quiet there. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. DONOHUE, 
Lieutenant, Comdg. Company G, Fifth West Virginia Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cumberland, August 5, 1864. 
Maj. Z. SourH, 
153d Ohio National Guard: 

Magsor: Cars will be sent to North Branch this a. m., and you are 
directed to load the men of your command and proceed without delay 
along the line of railroad, distributing your force at the ditterent points 
along the route, the details of which will be indicated by Colonel 
Stough, who accompanies the train. 

By order of Brigadier-General Kelley 

CG. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GRAFTON, August 5, 1804. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 
My brigade is ordered out, Can you advise me of the locality or 
movements of the enemy? 
Kk. EK. BUNKER, 


brigadier-General, Third Brigade. 
45 R R—VOL XLII, PL 1 
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3 OrpERS, ) Hpgrs. 8fH ARMY CorPs, MIDDLE-DEPT., 
aA 194, i Baltimore, August 5, 1864. 
1, The Twentieth Regiment Pennsylvania Militia, assigned by para- 
graph 2, Special Orders, No. 189, current series, to the Third Separate 
Brigade, Eighth Army Corps, will hereafter be known as the One bun- 
dred and ninety-second Regiment Pennsylvania Militia (100-days 
service). 
* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Wallace: 
SAMUEL B. LAWRENCH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


PITTSBURG, PA., August 5, 1864. 
(Received 6 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. Sranron, Secretary of War: 

I last night recommended to the Governor to call out 10,000 men. 
He has called for 30,000. I have notified him that all presented by 
him as organized would be armed, subsisted, clothed, and transported 
by the United States. There being nothing apparently to detain me 
here, after having made all proper dispositions with General Rowley, I 
intend leaving for Harrisburg to-night. Nothing later.from New Creek 
since my dispatch of 12 m. to Major-General Halleck. 

D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


PITTSBURG, Pa., August 5, 1864. 
(Received 1 p. mm.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 
The following telegrain was received by me from General Kelley this 
morning: 
CUMBERLAND, Mb., August 5, 1864—9 a. m. 


My forces repulsed the enemy again yesterday at New Creek. General McCaus- 
land and Bradley Johnson’s forces attacked that post 3 p.m. The fight continued 
until long after dark. The enemy retreated during the night, leaving their killed 
and wounded. Their loss severe; ours about 25 killed and 50 wounded. The gar- 
Enon made a most gallant defense under Colonels Stevenson and Hoy and Major 

impson. 


B, F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


I am sending infantry and artillery to Uniontown. Will leave to 
night for Harrisburg. 
Db. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


GREENCASTLE, August 5, 1864. 
Maj. J. 8. SCHULTZE: 

Since my last dispatch I have heard from station on Casey’s Knob. 
They say it was a very small force of cavalry that entered Hagerstown, 
and that it has not moved out toward Greencastle. I think it is only 
a reconnoitering party that crossed, though there is evidently quite a 
force on the other side, 

THAYER, 
Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS,({ HpQrs. DEP?. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
No. 181. ) Harrisburg, Pa., August 5, 1864. 
1. Capt. M. Hastings, commanding Keystone Battery, 100-days’ 
Pennsylvania volunteers, will proceed without delay by railroad with 
his command to Huntingdon, Pa. The quartermaster’s department 
will furnish the necessary transportation. 
By command of Major-General Couch: 
J. S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GREENCASTLE, August 5, 1864. 
Maj. J. S. ScHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I have retreated to this place. My scouts skirmished with the enemy 
this morning at Williamsport and at Hagerstown. The enemy holds 
the latter place. From reliable scouts, they are crossing in force at 
Williamsport this morning or opposite there. They were called out in 
- line and had mock service instead of divine, after which the doxology 
was played by their band, and then took up the line of march for the 
river ford. Iam having my scouts at work; will give you all possible 
information as to further movements of the enemy. I have not the 
means of determining their positive direction yet, but will soon be able 
to give you the direction of march. I am fully confident their aim is 
to come down this way. 

LOT BOWEN, 
Major, Commanding Third Virginia Cavalry. 


HARRISBURG, PA, August 5, 1864. 
(Received 3 yp. 10.) 
Hon, Ii. M. STANTON: 

Three regiments of rebel infantry and two of cavalry crossed at 
Shepherdstown this morning and came by the Boonsborough road. 
Their movements indicate thatit is a foraging expedition. Our men on 
sigual station on Casey’s Knob have just left mysteriously, and it is 
impossible to find ouc anything more definite. 

GEORGE CADWALADER, 
Major-General. 


HARRISBURG, PA., August 5, 1564. 
(Received 4.30 p. 1m.) 
Hon. KE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
The enemy occupied Hagerstown this morning with the three regi- 
ments of infantry and two regiments of cavalry, of the approach of 


which I have already advised you. at 
J GEORGE CADWALADER, 
Major-General, 
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HARRISBURG, PA., August 5, 1564. 
(Received 11.30 a. in.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
The following received since my dispatch: 
Governor CURTIN: 
Rebels entered Hagerstown at 9.40. 


A. G. CURTIN. 


CONFIDENTIAL, | Wak DEPARTMEN’, 
August 5, 1804. 
Governor CURTIN, 
Harrisburg : 

Your telegrams have been received. A force believed by General 
Grant to be adequate for the occasion is being directed by him against 
the enemy. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Monocacy, Mb., August 6, 1864—10 uw. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C.: 

From the dispatches received by General Hunter it appears to ie 
evident there is no great force of the enemy, likely not more than 
2,000 men, north of the Potomac, and they engaged in gathering and 
moving off stock and produce. I believe they will be gone before our 
troops can get near them. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
LTieutenant-Generat. 


WASHINGYON, DD. C., August 6, 186i—11.30 a.m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Monocacy: 

One brigade of Torbert’s division of cavalry left last night and 
another will start this morning for Harper’s Ferry, via Monocacy. As 
your telegram of last night says, “ Send all cavalry yet to arrive,” Ne., 
I presume you allude to the division expeeted from City Point. Do 
you want an order issued making a military division of the four depart- 
ments, or shall it await your return here? 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Muppy BRANncu, cLugust 6, 1864. 
(Received 8.10 yp. 1.) 
Maj. C. H. RAYMonpD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

MaAJor: My line undisturbed. Guerrillas getting shy; a few yet on 
this side. Have furnished guard for telegraph post at Darnestown, 
and would place post at Rockville to better protect communication on 
the pike if I had men enough. 

JNO. M. WAITEH, 
Major, &e. 
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ALEXANDRIA, August 6, 1864. 
Received 9 p. m. 
Colonel TAYLOR, a 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
The patrols report all quiet to-day. The party sent out last evening 
went to Dumfries, but found nothing. 
. H. H. WELLS, 
Lieut. Col, and Prov. Mar. Gen., Defenses South of the Potomac: 


WASHINGTON, August 6, 1864. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Monocacy, Md., or Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.: 

The Cavalry Bureau has requested that all unserviceable cavalry 
horses in your department be sent to the depots at Gallipolis, Ohio, 
and Giesborough, D. C. I have directed that every possible eftort be 
made to mount your cavalry. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


JENERAL ORDERS, HpDaQrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 60. ; Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan having arrived is erent placed “ imme- 
diate command of all the troops within the department. 
By command of Major-General Hunter: 
. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpqgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 146. j ae sa W. Va., Si 6, pet 
* * * 


5. Brig. Gen. J. C. Sullivan, U. s. TnGioccs ee ante for 
duty at the expiration of his leave of absence, will proc eed to Charles- 
ton, W. Va., and assume command of the troops in the Valley of the 
Kanawha. 

6. In compliance with orders from Lientenant-General Grant, Brig. 
Gen. A. P. Howe and staff will return at once to Washington, 10 C., 
and report to Major-General Augur, commanding Department of W: ash. 
ington. 

By order of Major-General Hunter: 

P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


WASHINGTON, August 6, 1564, 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Willard’s Hotel: 


General Grant directs that you go to Harper’s Ferry this morning to 
agsuine general command of all the troops in the field. You will call 
at Monocacy to ascertain if General Hunter has left. Formal orders 


will be sent to you at Harper’s Ferry. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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General, I am also requested to say that there is a battalion of con- 
valescents belonging to the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps, perhaps some 
belonging to regiments in your division, at Convalescent Camp, south 
side of the Potomac. 

HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, VA., August 6, 1864—7.50 p.m. 
(Received 8.40 p. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U.S. GRANT, | 
Washington, D. C.: 

I have the honor to report my command here. | find affairs some- 
what confused, but will soon straighten them out. I have had a great 
many reports of the enemy’s movements. There is not much doubt 
but that some cavalry and infantry marched trom Sharpsburg toward 
Hagerstown this morning. I hope to be able to-morrow to get more 
definite information, and have ordered Colonel Lowell, with a portion 
of his command, to make a reconnaissance on the south side of the 
river in the direction of Martinsburg. I am anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of General Torbert’s command. General Averell has all the 
cavalry that belongs here and is following up the enemy from Springfield 
in the direction of Moorefield. I have no good reason to think that 
the enemy reported as going toward Hagerstown is formidable. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 


Monocacy, August 6, 1864—12.30 a.m. 
Major-General Emory: 

Move with your whole corps at daylight to Halltown. The Sixth 
Corps will embark to-night to join you. Until further orders [wait] at 
Halltown. 

D. HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Halltown, Va., August 6, 1864. 
Captain BIER, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General to General Hunter : 

The advance of my column reached here early this morning, and now, 
at 9a. m., ny whole command is up. My eavalry will be here in two 
hours. I have not heard anything of my artillery or wagons, but sup- 
pose they have been ordered forward. Nothing definite of the enemy. 

W. H. EMORY, ~ 
Brevet Major-General. 


HADaQRS. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Halltown, Va., August 6, 1864, 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Commanding : 
_ A cavalry patrol sent to Charlestown has returned without [meet- 
ing] any enemy. As far as Colonel Jones, who commanded the patrol, 
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could learn the enemy are moving toward Sharpsburg. He learned 
that General Early moved his headquarters yesterday morning east- 
ward toward the river. 
Very respectfully, 
W. H. EMORY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


Monocacy, August 6, 1864. 
(Received 10.15 ». m.) 
Maj. Gen. W. H. Emory: 

One of my scouts reports passing General Merritt’s cavalry and 
two batteries at Clarksville at 12 m. to-day. They have not yet 
reached here. There are no others in this vicinity. I will hurry these 
up as soou as they arrive. 

E. B. TYLER, 
Brigadier- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 6, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GROVER: 

GENERAL: The officers and men with your division belonging to 
other divisions of the Nineteenth Corps and to the Sixth Corps, near 
Harper’s Ferry, will be forwarded by rail to their proper commands. 
If there are not a sufficient number of officers to properly take charge 
of the men you will detail some from your division, to return to you as 
soon aS the men are turned over to their proper corps. Please state 
about the number of officers and men to go forward. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 6, 1864—2.30 p.m. 
(Received 2.40 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General TORBERT, 
Ebbitt House: 
General Sheridan directs that you hurry up your Second Brigade 
and send word to General Merritt to push on and report to him here. 
As soon as you have started your Second Brigade you will report in 


person at this place. You will come here by railroad. 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper's Ferry, August 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. MERRITT, 0223 
Comdg. Reserve Brigade, First Division, Cavalry Corps : 
General Sheridan directs that you push on with your command so 


as to report to him at this place by to-morrow evening. 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 


Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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HARPER’S FERRY, August 6, 1864. 
Colonel LOWELL, 
Commanding Cavalry, Near Point of Rocks: 
_ You will please come to this place, and bring with you 1,000 cavalry. 
It is important that you be here at daylight to-morrow. Acknowledge 


receipt. 
» D. HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


Point oF Rocks, August 6, 1864. 
Major-General HUNTER: 
Order to report received. 
C. R. LOWELL, JR., 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. P. HOWE, 
Commanding Military District of Harpers Ferry: 

GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you send one com- 
pany of infantry, numbering-about fifty effective men, to Weverton to 
guard the fords near that place, so as to render more secure the rebel 
prisoners now there. 

Iam, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. G._ BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 6, 1864, 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Monocacy: 

General Averell arrived at Springfield last night. I have ordered 
him to pursue the enemy and attack him as soon as he overtakes him. 
The enemy is short of ammunition. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 6, 1864, 
Governor BOREMAN, 
Wheeling: 

I think it is not necessary to call out the militia of Ohio and adjoin- 
ing counties, but would suggest a proclamation directing them to hold 
themselves in readiness to respond at a moment’s notice. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier. General. 
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HEADQUARTERS Frrst CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
; McConnellsburg, Pa., August 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. D. HunTER, , 
Comdg. Dept. of West Virginia, Monocacy Junction, Md.: 

Str: [learned this morning that the rebel force which crossed at 
Williamsport yesterday were moving in this direction. To-day I 
moved to this point hoping to strike their flank or head them off. 
To-night I learn from the signal officer at Fairview, Md., that the rebels 
are recrossing the Potomac. The force crossed yesterday is estimated 
at some 800 cavalry, 6,000 infantry, some artillery, and 200 or 300 
wagons. If I find they are positively retreating 1 shall return to 
Hancock to-morrow. My men have been without rations two days. 
Hope to obtain at Hancock. If you have any orders for me, send here 
to-morrow morning. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. N. DUFFIE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HANCOCK, August 6, 186-4, 
Brig. Gen. B. I’. KELLEY, 
Commanding, Cumberland, Md. : 

The enemy have positively crossed, and are camped this side of the 
river near Williamsport. Their cavalry are advancing toward Mer- 
cersburg; their infantry ou the Boonsborough road. J must have 
some rations for my men; send them to me immediately if possible; 
can do nothing without rations. I will send you my wagon train with 
my led horses. I do not know the number of the enemy, but they are 
reported strong, say, 7,000 or 8,000. 

A. N. DUFFIB, 


Brigadier-General. 


SPRINGFIELD, August 6. 1864. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Commanding Department of West Virginia : 

Received your dispatch of the 4th instant.* Enemy gone toward 
Moorefield. Lost 100 horses yesterday broken down; have 1,600 left. 
Enemy has double that number. I will follow and fight him if he 
stands if it kills every horse and man inthe command; butit cannot be 
expected that I can overtake him if he chooses to keep away. Tnemy 
says re-enforcements will join him at Moorefield. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


SPRINGFIELD, August 6, 1864. 
(Received 11.35 a. m.) 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY: 
Your dispatch dated yesterday was received at6 a, m. to-day. Train 
arrived late in the night. About 100 horses were lost yesterday by 
breaking down. They cannot march long without rest or change 


“Not found, 
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without being lost. I have now but 1,600 mounted men. The enemy 
has about twice that number. To expect me to overtake him with this 
command in its present condition is absurd, but I will follow and fight 
him if he stands if it kills every horse and man in the command. Will 
you please have another train of forage and rations ready day after 
to-morrow to send out. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General, 


CUMBERLAND, August 6, 1864. 
(Received 2 ). m.) 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

A dispatch just received from Colonel Stevenson at New Creek 
reports that the enemy retreated via Burlington to the Junction, and 
thence via the Mill Creek road to Moorefield. Should you desire sup- 
plies, I think it will be the most practicable and safest route to supply 
you from New Creek. I will send a regiment of infantry to occupy 
Greenland Gap, which will be a great safety to your trains. I presume 
the enemy will retreat via the South Fork if they return to Early. If 
they are going to Kanawha or Beverly, they will go up the South 
Branch to Franklin and Monterey. 

The enemy is in bad condition; has been constantly marching and 
fighting for more than a week. I think you can whip if you can catch 
him. I have 200 horses I can supply you. Would suggest if you stop 
in the neighborhood of Moorefield to send in 200 of your poorest horses 
and exchange them for fresh ones. The men might come in on a scout, 
exchange horses, and return. Just received a dispatch from Duffié 
that the enemy has crossed into Maryland again, 7,000 or 8,000 strong, 
and that they occupy Hagerstown. I think it doubtful. Write me, by 
Colonel Thompson’s returning scout, and inform me where you will have 
supplies sent and from what point. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


ROMNEY, August 6, 1864, 
Major Work: 

You will [move] at once from this point via Grassy Lick to Moore- 
field and Wardensville turnpike, reaching the pike at a point as near 
Wardensville as possible. If you ascertain that the enemy has not 
passed eastward on that road you will at once effectually blockade it 
by felling trees or other means, and defend the same should the enemy 
approach, which you will ascertain by sending [a] patrol toward Moore- 
field, until it meets the enemy. If the enemy has passed you will 
communicate the fact to these headquarters at Moorefield at once, and 
endeavor to cut them off at some other point. Should you iearn the 
enemy had taken the Howard Lick road you will endeavor to get upon it 
in advance of him and stop his progress. Should you hear the sound 
of cannon, which might indicate an engagement between the main bod y 
and the enemy, you will proceed at once by the shortest route toward 
the scene of action and attack the enemy. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General, 
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CUMBERLAND, August 6, 1864. 
Colonel STEVENSON, 
New Creek: 

What news have you from the army this morning? By what roads 
were they then retreating toward Moorefield? General Averell is in 
Springfield this a. m. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


NEW ORERK, August 6, 1864, 
General KELLEY, 
Cumberland: 
My scouts have just returned. They report the enemy at Oldfields, 
near Moorefield. 
ROBT. STEVENSON, 
Colonel. 


NEW CREEK, August 6, 1864, 
(Received Cumberland 2.20 p. im.) 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 
Our scouts report the enemy leaving Burlington for Moorefield on 
Mill Creek road. A number of citizens confirm this statement. 
R. STEVENSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, August 6, 1864—8 p.m. 
Colonel STEVENSON, | 
New Creek: 
Direct Major Simpson to hold his command in readiness to move to 
Greenland Gap promptly on receiving the order. General Averell is 


pursuing the enemy. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General, 


CUMBERLAND, August 6, 1864, 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 
North Branch: 

You will send a scout of forty men to escort Captain Byers, of Gen- 
eral Averell’s staff, to Mechanicsburg Gap. The scout will go up Pat- 
terson’s Creek to Sheets’ Mill, and thence via the Knobly road. If 
General Averell has passed the gap the squad will proceed with Cap- 
tain Byers till he overtakes General Averell. Send the dispatches to 
me that General Averell may send back. 

BE, F:, KELLEY, 


Brigadier- General. 
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Fort PENDLETON, MD., August 6, 1864. 
General KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Md. : 

GENERAL: Since my last letter I have constantly had scouting 
parties out in the direction of Greenland Gap. Sometimes things 
looked gloomy enough. The country people on the east side of the 
Alleghany were very much excited, but as yet nothing of importance 
has occurred. On last Thursday my scouts pursued three of McNeill’s 
men from the Junction to Elk Garden, but were unable to bring them 
to a halt. On Tuesday two men came to ny camp representing them- 
selves to be Captain Yocum’s men, and had his pass. They said they 
were in pursuit of a horse-thief. They were truly suspicious in ap- 
pearance. I sent them under arrest to New Creek. I was under the 
impression from their actions and manner generally that they were 
spies, but they proved to be allright. My scouts to-day fell in with 
a detachment of the Ringgold Cavalry not far from Foley. All is 
quiet to-day as far as the gap. I shall continue to be vigilant, and 
if attacked I will do the best 1 can to hold my position. 

I an, general, very respectfully, yours, 
GODWIN, 
Captain. 


FRAFTON, August 6, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 1 o0’clock.) 
Lieut. W. B. KELLEY, 
Aide-de-Camp: 
Ilave you any information of locality of enemy ? 
k. KE. BUNKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 6, 1864. 
Brigadier-General BUNKER, 
Grafton: 
The enemy is reported retreating toward Moorefield. 1 think this is 
reliable. 
B. Il. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General 


; 3ALTIMORE, August 6, 1864, 
Captain CHURCHMAN, 
Westminster, Western Maryland Railroad : 
_ Have you any information of the movements of the enemy? Make 
frequent reports. Any scouts from Gettysburg to-day? 
SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WESTMINSTER, MD., Anqust 6, 1864. 
Col. S. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 
, I have no reliable information of any movement of the enemy. I 
ave information trom an officer who left Gettysburg at 2 o’clock this 
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morning, and he reports that no rebels were supposed to be near there. 
Ihave a scouting party patrolling the country between Middleburg and 
Liberty, and will inform you of any movement of the enemy. Please 
place an operator in Baltimore office all night. 
CALEB CHURCHMAN, 
Captain, Commanding Scouts. 


{First indorsement. } 


Hpgrs. MIDDLE DEPARTMENT, EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
Baltimore, August 6, 1864. 
Respectfully reterred to Brigadier-General Lockwood for his informa- 
tion. 
Please return these papers, with report as to whether you have any 
scouts between Westininster and Gettysburg. 
By command of Major-General Wallace: __ 
JAMES Rk. ROSS, 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Second indorsement. | 


Hopgrs. THIRD SEPARATE Bric., EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
Baltimore, August 6, 1864. 
In General Lockwood’s absence I take the liberty of stating that 
there are no scouts out, other than those under Captain Churchman, 
the entire cavalry force of this brigade, excepting Smith’s company, on 
the Eastern Shore, being comprised in that cofficer’s command. 
Very respectfully, 
J. C. MULLIKIN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BALTIMORE, August 6, 7804, 
Brigadier-General Lockwoon, 
Commanding Third Separate Brigade: 

GENERAL: I am directed by Major-General Wallace to request you 
to make report to these headquarters of the cavalry in the vicinity of 
Westminster and beyond. PVlease state to what point the patrols 
extend and the last instructions given by you; also give the last 
information received from Westminster. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. THIRD SEPARATE BRIGADE, EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
Baltimore, August 6, 1864, 
Lieut. Col. S. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highth Army Corps: 

COLONEL: In reply to your note of this morning, making inquiries as 
to the number and operations of my cavalry scouts at Westminster, I 
haye the honor to report that this force consists of Company A, Second 
Delaware Cavalry (Captain Milligan), and thirty men of the First Dela- 
ware Oavalry, making in all 120 men, under the command of Captain 
Churchman, First Delaware Cavalry. 
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The following is an extract from Captain Churchman’s report of yes- 
terday, the 5th instant, received this morning: 

I have scouted this [country] from Liberty through Middleburg to Emmitsburg 
and Hanover, and allis quiet. I have not seen anything of General Couch’s scouts. 
I will keep a sharp lookout in the direction of Hagerstown, as there is supposed to 
be a rebel force there. 

Inclosed is also a copy of the instructions given this officer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY H. LOCKWOOD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{inclosure. ] 


Hpagrs. THIRD SEPARATE BRIGADE, HIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
Baltimore, July 30, 1864. 
Captain CHURCHMAN: 

In accordance with the direction of Major-General Wallace, com- 
manding ‘the department, you will proceed, without delay, with your 
company to Middleburg and strengthen the patrols of the First Regi- 
ment Delaware Cavalry, now operating in that locality. You willtake 
command of the whole patrol composed of your company, and the 
detachment of thirty men of the First Delaware Cavalry, unless that 
detachment shall be found to be commanded by an officer senior to 
yourself, in which event you will receive orders from him. The coun- 
try must be efficiently patrolled between Liberty and Middleburg and 
as far up as Hanover, unless General Couch’s cavalry is performing this 
duty in sufficient strength between Middleburg and Hanover. Captain 
Milligan will make frequent report by telegraph to these headquarters. 
A telegraph operator will be constantly on duty at Westminster and 
intermediate points between that place and Baltimore. In ease of 
necessity, the cavalry patrol will retire in the direction of Baltimore, 
unless otherwise directed. Should you find an officer senior to your- 
self in charge of the patrol, you will communicate these instructions to 
that officer, who will carry them out to the letter. 

By command ot Brigadier-General Lockwood: 

GEO. V. MASSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HARRISBURG, PA, August 6, 1864—3 p.m. 
(Received 6.30 p.m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Lieutenant Thayer, signal officer at Greencastle, reported at 2 p.m. 
to-day that it was said a large force of the enemy’s cavalry crossed at 
Williamsport yesterday and went in direction of Boonsborough. One 
of his servants, sent to Fairview yesterday, is just in at Greencastle 
aud says the force that crossed as above reported is from 6,000 to 8,000 
with two batteries, mostly mounted. Was three hours in crossing. 
Hope my scouts at Emmitsburg will find out something of their 
direction, 

D. N. COUCH, 
Major-Genera, 
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HARRISBURG, PaA., August 6, 1864—8.30 p,m. 
Received 10 p. m. 
Major-General HALLECK, bios 
Chief of Staff: 

Scouts again report the number of rebels that crossed at Williamsport 
yesterday not less than 6,000, and are encamped in the vicinity of 
een ees battle-ground. No report from my scouts below Morgantown, 

t Val 

D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, . War DeEp?., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 240. ) Washington, August 7, 1864. 

1, The Middle Department and the Departments of Washington, of 
the Susquehanna, and of West Virginia will constitute the Middle 
Military Division. 

2. Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan is assigned by the President to the 
temporary command of the Middle Military Division. 

By order ot the Secretary of War: 

HK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON Crry, D. C., August 7, 1864—12 m. 


Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding, He. : 

Do not hesitate to give commands to officers in whom you repose con- 
fidence, without regard to claims of others on account of rank. If you 
deem Torbert the best man to command the cavalry, place him in com- 
mand and give Averell some other command, or relieve him from the 
expedition, and order him to report to General Hunter. What we want 
is prompt and active movements after the enemy in accordance with 
instructions you already lave. I feel every confidence that you will do 
the very best, and will leave you as far as possible to act on your own 
judgment, and not embarrass you with orders and instructions. 

d U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. ©., ulugust 7, 1864—12.15 p.m, 


Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding, &c., Harpers Ferry, Va.: 

The Departments of Washington, the Middle, the Susquehanna, and 
of Western Virginia, have been formed into a military division called 
the Middle Division, and you have been assigned to the temporary 
command. Orders will be sent to you by mail atonce. You can assume 


command without further authority. 
U.S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General, 
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HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 7, 1864—2 p.m. 
(Received 2.30 p. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U.S. GRAN’, 
Washington, D. C.: 

I am well satisfied that there is no large force of the enemy north of 
the Potomac. Early crossed the river and took dinner at Sharpsburg, 
but returned immediately to Winchester. The enemy are collecting 
wheat about Sharpsburg. I have thought it best to let them go on 
until I can get Torbert’s division here, then I will strike for Winchester, 
which is the key, and pick up the parties on the north side of the 


Potomac. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 7, 1864—o. p.m. 
(Received 8.45 p. mn.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
; Chief of Staff: 

The evidence which I have this evening is conclusive that there is no 
rebel force north of the Potomac. A small force crossed and 300 cay- 
alry made their way to Hagerstown; they recrossed yesterday even- 
ing at Williamsport. I think that it is probable that two or three 
regiments of infantry crossed to the north side on the 5th instant to 
make a diversion in favor of the force that Averell fell in with yester- 
day and this morning. The whole of Early’s army was reported on 
the north side, but the report was untrue. A detachment of our cav- 
alry has been in Hagerstown since 10 o’clock to-day. I shall move 
from here as soon as I can get another brigade of cavalry up here. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS U.S. ForcEs, 
NO. 1 \ Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 7, 1864. 
The following-named officers are announced, until further orders, on 
the staff of the major-general commanding: they will be obeyed and 
respected accordingly: Inspector-general’s department—Lieut. Col. 
James W. Forsyth, assistant inspector-general and chief of staff; Maj. 
BF, C. Newhall, aide-de-camp and acting assistant inspector-general ; 
adjutant-general’s department—Capt. E. B. Parsons, assistant adju- 
tant-general; quartermaster’s department—Capt. A. J. MeGonnigle, 
acting chief quartermaster; subsistence department—Capt. William H. 
Hosack, acting chief commissary of subsistence; aides-de camp—Capt. 
M. V. Sheridan, aide-de camp; Capt. T. W. C. Moore, aide-de-camp; 
Capt. Joseph O’Keefte, aide-de-camp; Maj. G. A. Forsyth, Eighth 
Ilinois Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp; Captain Crowninshield, First 
Massachusetts Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp. 
By comimand of Major-General Sheridan: 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Licutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS U. 8. ForcEs, 
No. 2. s Harpev’s Ferry, W. Va., August 7, 1864. 

The following will be the amount of transportation allowed for the 
movement of troops of this command: Headquarters major-general 
commanding, two wagons and one spring wagon; headquartersof army 
corps, two wagons and one spring wagon; headquarters of division, 
two wagons and one spring wagon; headquarters of brigade, one 
wagon and one spring wagon; for infantry regiments, one wagon to 
each regiment; for batteries, two wagons for forage to a battery. 

No other vehicles, excepting the ammunition wagons of the artillery, 
infantry, and those carrying the necessary intrenching tools, and ambu- 
lances and medical wagons will be allowed to accompany the troops. 
The foregoing transportation, which is to move with the troops, will be 
governed by the corps commanders. 

The supply trains will move under special instructions from these 
headquarters. 

All wagons will be so loaded that in case of a move they will carry 
ten days’ short forage for the teams. 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ! Hpgrs. MIDDLE MiILiraARy DIvIsion, 
No. 1. Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 7, 1864. 
I. In compliance with General Orders, No. 240, dated War Depart- 
ment, Washington, August 7, 1864, the undersigned hereby assumes 
command of the Middle Military Division, comprising the following 
inilitary departments: Middle Department, Department of Washington, 
Department of the Susquehanna, Department of West Virginia. 
IJ. Until further orders the headquarters of the Middle Military 
Division will be at Harper’s Ferry. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


BLoopy Run, August 7, 1864. 
(Received 5 p. m.) 
Col. M. N. WISEWELL, 
Military Governor: 
Scouts at Hancock report rebels crossed river at Williamsport. Force 
not yet known. General Duffié, at Hancock, about to go to McConnells- 


burg. 
J. RK. OBEIRNE., 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 7, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

JOLONEL: I have the honor to report that a party of observation 
sent out from here, consisting of twenty men, was attacked by the 
enemy between 8 and 90’clock Friday evening in the vicinity of Frank- 
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ville. It is thought by the officer in command that the attacking force 
was large. It was at first supposed that most of them were lost, but it 
has since proved that the officer in command gave the order for bis 
men to disperse into the wocds, and the night being dark they all 
escaped and have found their way safely into camp. Our loss amounts 
to but three horses, two of which are known to bedisabled. The party 
reports a force of from 500 to 600 men, consisting of Mosby’s and 
White’s battalions, Mosby in command, in the neighborhood of Leesburg, 
and there is a considerable amount of plunder at that place. Parties 
of observation are still out, having been sent toward Leesburg, toward 
Thoroughfare, and the gaps beyond. I have nothing to report from 
them; they have not been heard from. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS, 
August 7, 1864. 
Captain LEIPER, 
Commanding Detachment: 
You will at once report, with your detachment, to Brigadier-General 
Merritt. commanding brigade near Sandy Hook. 
By command of Major-General Wright: 
C. A. WHITTIER, 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper's Ferry, August 7, 1864. 
Major-General Emory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Corps: 

GENERAL: | am in receipt of your note. I will send some cavalry 
to your front in the morning; meantime look out. The rebels have 
had no force of any moment on north side of Potomac, and what they 
had crossed at Williamsport yesterday. I have cavalry at Shepherds- 
town and scouts at Hagerstown. They all report the recrossing of 
the Potomac yesterday, and the force not large. Please send me all 
information you nay be able to obtain, and oblige, 

Yours, respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 7, 1864—10 p.m. 
General CUSTER, 
Comdg. Brigade Cavalry, Metropolitan Hotel, Washington, D. C.: 
The general commanding directs that you join him at this place or 
wherever he may be with your command. You will move as soon and 
as rapidly as possible. General Howe, commanding at Harper's Ferry 
will be able to inform you of the whereabouts of General Sheridan, 
Answer. 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 7, 1864—5.45 p. m. 


His Excellency A. LINCOLN, 
President of the United States: 

in sending the rebel citizens and their families beyond our lines I 
was obeying the order* of Lieutenant-General Grant, communicated 
through General Halleck, your Chief of Staff. With several thousand 
wealthy rebel spies in our midst, constantly sending information and 
supplies to the enemy, and pointing out Union men to their vengeance, 
it is impossible to conduct the affairs of any department successfully. 
I most humbly beg that I may be relieved from command of the Depart- 
ment of West Virginia. 

D. HUNTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., August 7, 1864. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Harper's Ferry: 
General Grant directs that Brigadier-General Howe and statt return 
to Washington and report to General Augur. Please order accord- 


ingly. 
‘s H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., August 7, 1804. 


Capt. THAYER MELVIN: 
I have reported for duty by letter to-day. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 63, 5 Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 7, 1864. 
Col. William B. Tibbits, Twenty-first New York Cavalry, commanding 
First Brigade, First Cavalry Division, having been highly complimented 
by his division commander for “ gallantry in action and efficiency under 
all circumstances in the field,” and having been recommended as a com- 
petent, faithful, and gallant officer, worthy of promotion to the rank of 
brigadier-general of U.S. Volunteers, the major-general commanding 
takes pleasure in commending to the command the conduct of Colonel 
Tibbits and in approving the recommendation for his promotion. 
By command of Major-General Hunter: 
P. G. BIER, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* See Halleck to Hunter, July 17, Vol. XXXVII, Part II, p. 366. 
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HARPER’S FERRY, August 7, 1864. 
(Received 6 p. m.) 
Lieut. Col. R. E. Cook, 
Point of Rocks: 
Captain McAteer’s command has been ordered to proceed to Berlin, 
Md., immediately, 100 strong. 
CHAS. HAMLIN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Point oF Rocks, MD., August 7, 1864. 
(Received 8 p. in.) 
Capt. H. M. BURLKIGH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Captain Hewett, provost-marshal, Berlin, reports Mosby, from 400 
to 500 strong,in his front. Their pickets extend down to near this 
point. They are pressing teams and removing forage, probably their 


only object. 
R. E. COOK, 
Lieutenunt-Colonel, Commanding. 


WHEELING, August 7, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 9.40 p. in.) 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: ~ 
I have alarge portion of two brigades of militia under arms for active 
duty, under Brigadier-Generals Bunker and Core. It is damaging to 
the farming interests to keep so many of the militia from their work at 
this time. It has occurred to me that it would be well to disband a 
part of each regiment and retain a part on duty. Can you give me 
such information this evening as will enable me to decide; or will you 
write me by to-morrow’s mail? 
A. I. BOREMAN, 
Governor. 


CUMBFRLAND, August 7, 1864—11 p. m. 
Governor BOREMAN, 
Wheeling: 
I think you may with safety disband one-half of each regiment, and 
I hope the other half can be relieved in afew days. I trust General 
Averell will overtake the enemy at or near Moorefield. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 7, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Monocacy : 
Scouts report that MeCausland and Johnson are retreating toward 
Wardensville from Moorefield. General Averell is pursuing. A por- 
tion of his force was sent from Romney, via the Grassy Lick road, to get 
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in their front and blockade the road. The people in the southwest part 
of West Virginia are becoming alarmed, fearing araid. I most respect- 
fully suggest you order a competent officer to the Kanawha region to 
assume command if you have one to spare. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General, 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES, 
Harper's Ferry, August 7, 1864—3.30 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division, Cumberland, Md.: 

Concentrate your cavalry command at Hancock, and join me without 
delay by the shortest and most practicable route. You can ascertain 
where I am by telegraphing to General Howe, commanding at Harper’s 
Ferry. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
(Same to Brigadier-General Duftié.) 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 7, 1864—9 p.m. 
Major-General CoucH, 
Comdg. Department of the Susquehanna, Chambersburg : 
The enemy have all recrossed the Potomac back to Virginia. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort MoNnROR, VA., August 8, 1864—12 m. 
(Received 8 p. tm.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C.: 

To supply the places of troops going out of service in the Middle Di- 
vision, the Nineteenth Corps, or so much of it as may be necessary, 
can be taken after Early’s forces are expelled. This will obviate the 
necessity of sending troops from City Point, unless a whole corps is 


required. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 8, 1864—4.10 p.m. 
(Received 4.50 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Brigadier-General Kelley reports that a scout has just arrived at 
New Creek and reports that General Averell overtook the enemy near 
Moorefield yesterday and attacked him, capturing all of his artillery 
and 500 prisoners. Nothing official has been received from General 


Averell, however. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper’s Ferry, August 8, 1864—11.50 p.m. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
Ohief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 

The following is the substance of an official dispatch just received 
from Brigadier-General Averell, dated Moorefield, August 7, 1864: 

General Averell overtook the enemy near Moorefield yesterday. 
They were under the command of McCausland, Johnson, Gilmor, and 
MeNéeill, about 3,000 strong. Attacked him at daylight on the 7th 
instant; number of enemy killed and wounded not known, but large. 
General Averell captured 3 battle-flags and all the enemy’s artillery (4 
pieces), 420 prisoners, including 6 field and staff, 32 cavalry officers, 
also a large quantity of small-arms, and 400 horses and equipments. 
Colonel Peters, Twenty-first Virginia (rebel) Cavalry, mortally wounded. 
The enemy were broken and pursued for ten miles. Our loss was 7 
killed and 2t wounded. Major Conger and Lieutenant Clark, Third 
Virginia Cavalry, were killed whilst leading a charge. Captain Kerr 
was severely wounded whilst trying to penetrate the enemy’s lines. 
McCausland fled to the mountains. General Averell says that the 
enemy’s command is greatly scattered. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpg@rs. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 2. , Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 8, 1864. 
The troops under the command of Bvt. Maj. Gen. George Crook, 
serving in this army, will be designated and known as the Army of 
Western Virginia. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
J. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HbdQrs. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
ING. o: ) Harpers Ferry, W. Va., August 8, 1864. 
The headquarters Department of Western Virginia, Maj. Gen. D. 
Hunter commanding, will be established without delay at Cumber- 
land, Md. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
BK. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_[Aveust 8, 1864.—For General Orders, No. 4, Middle Military 
Division, announcing Brig. Gen. A. T. A. Torbert as chief of cavalry, 
see p. 501. | 


SPECIAL Baad, Hpars. MIpDLE Minirary Division, 
No. 2. Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 8, 1864, 
Leave of absence for the period of twenty days is hereby granted to 


she following-named officer: Maj. Gen. David Hunter, U. 8. Volun- 
eers, 


By command of Major-General Sheridan: 


4. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Car. LY. CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. T27 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CorRPs, 
August 8, 1864. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
City Point, Va.: 

General Halleck informs me that you may send some of the heavy 
artillery regiments for duty in the forts here. As Colonel Whistler is 
now commanding a brigade in these works, I should be glad to have 
his regiment sent, if it can be spared. 

C. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., August 8, 1864. 


Major-General AUGUR: 

GENERAL: Major-General Halleck directs that the Second Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps, General Grover commanding, report to you 
for temporary duty. ‘The division is composed of the following regi- 
ments: Ninth Connecticut, Fourteenth New Hampshire, Third* and 
Twenty-sixth Massachusetts, Twelfth and Fourteenth Maine, Seventy- 
tifth, One hundred and thirty-first, One hundred and fifty-sixth, One 
hundred and fifty-ninth, and One hundred and seventy-third New 
York. 

J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 8, 1864—n00n. 
(Received 12.40 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR: 
As soon as General Wilson is ready to move his division, order him 
to join me via Leesburg and Snicker’s Gap. I am exceedingly anxious 


to have him join me with as little delay as possible. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper's Ferry, August 8, 1864. (Received 4 p.m.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR: 
What force have you at Edwards’ and Noland’s Ferries? Where is 
Colonel Lazelle posted? Mosby has about 200 cavalry at or near Point 


of Rocks. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major. General, Commanding. 


* Cavalry (dismounted). 


728 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. (CHar. LV. 


. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
pe Washington, D. C., August 8, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Division : 

Colonel Lazelle is posted at Falls Church, and pickets from the 
Potomac near Difficult Creek to Orange and Alexandria Railroad. 
Major Waite has near 600 cavalry along the Potomac from Great Falls 
to the mouth of the Monocacy, watching the different fords. 

Cc, C. AUGUR, 
Major-General. 


Wilson has just arrived with a portion of his division. I showed 
him your telegram. He will make all possible haste. went 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper’s Ferry, August 8, 1864—4.10 p.m. 
(Received 4.50 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR: 
Can the Highth Illinois Cavalry be spared? I find that the cavalry 
has been so scattered up here that it is no wonder it has not done well. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpa@rs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 8, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Division, Harper's Ferry: 

The Eighth Illinois Cavalry is scattered worse than anything you 
have—the headquarters of six companies are in General Wallace’s 
department; Major Waite, with four companies, is guarding the 
Potomac between Great Falls and the Monocaey; another company 
is near Port Tobacco, and another portion is with the Army of the 
Potomac. I do not see how Major Waite’s command can be spared, as 
I have no cavalry to replace it. Ido not know about that part of the 
regiment with General Wallace. Will you be at Harper’s Ferry to- 
morrow? If so, I will go, or send to meet you, with a roster of this 
command, if you wish it. 

’ C. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 8, 1864. 


(Received 11.30 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. 0. C. AUGUR, 


Commanding Department of Washington : 

Your dispatch in reference to the Eighth Illinois Cavalry received. 
Colonel Lowell left. about 600 men of Gregg’s cavalry division in sup- 
port of Major Waite. They moved this morning toward the mouth of 
the Monocacy and will remain in that vicinity. Will you please order 
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them where you may think they can be of the most service? I will not 
change the Eighth Hlinois Cavalry for the present. 1 will be here to- 
morrow. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Wa ashington, D. C., August 8, 1864. 
Major WAITE, 
Commanding on Upper Potomac, Poolesville, Mad. : 
General Sheridan reports that Mosby, with: about 300 men, is at or 
near the Point of Rocks. Look out well for him. 
C. C, AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ALEXANDRIA, August 8, 1864. 
(Received 77.50 p. m.) 
Colonel TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff: 

COLONEL: It is reported that three of the Sixteenth New York 
Cavalry stationed at Annandale were captured to-day near Burke’s 
Station. Patrols report all quiet. 

H. H. WELLS, 
Lieut. Col. and Prov, Mar, Gen., Defenses South of the Potomac. 


ITEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 8, 1864. 
Lieut: Col.’ J. H. TAYLOR; 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report all quiet in this vicinity. A 
picket-post, supplied from the detachment of the Sixteenth New York 
Cavalry, at Annandale, consisting of one corporal and three men, sta- 
tioned on the old Braddock road about three miles southeast of Annan- 
dale was surrounded and captured by a party of about fifteen rebels 
this morning between 5 and 6 o’clock. Tour horses and three of the 
men were taken by the enemy. The corporal alone escaped to bring 
the tidings to camp. I have nothing to report from advance scouts. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., August 8, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GROVER, 
Commanding Division, Nineteenth Corps: 
GENERAL: Major-General Halleck directs the assignment of your 
division temporarily to the command of Major-General ‘Augur, to whom 
you will report. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Te. KELTON, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


730 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. (Cuar. LV. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 8, 1864. 
(Received 11 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General WILSON, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 

Do not lose a moment in getting your division to join me. If it will 
take five or six days to get your other brigade up, get McIntosh ready 
at once and order him to join me on the north side of the river at this 
place, and by the shortest road. If you can get the whole of your 
division ready within three days, join me, via Leesburg, Snicker’s Gap, 
and Berryville. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Hpars. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 8, 1864. 
Brigadier-General WILSON, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you 
that Major-General Sheridan, commanding Middle Military Division, 
desires you to join him with your division with as little delay as prac 
ticable, via Leesburg and Snicker’s Gap. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 
~ J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 8, 1864—3 a. m. 


Colonel ForsyTH, 
Chief of Staff to General Sheridan: 
Your dispatch of 10 p.m. [7th] received. My brigade leaves Tennally- 
town early in the morning for Harper’s Ferry. 
G. A. CUSTER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 8, 1864; 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Comdg. Middle Military Division, Harper's Ferry, W. Va.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that there are at present 
within this department eleven regiments of Ohio National Guard (100- 
days’ men) whose term of service will expire in six or eight days. 
Sending these troops home to be mustered out at the expiration of 
their term of service will leave the line of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad and the Kanawha Valley in an almost defenseless condition. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. HUNTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEP?r. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 64. Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 8, 1864. 
In pursuance of instructions from the commanding general Middle 
Military Division, the headquarters of the Department of West Virginia 
will hereafter, until further orders, be at Cumberland, Md. 
By command of Major-General Hunter: 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, t Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 147. 5 Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 8, 1864. 
* 2 * * & * * 


4, Battery D, First West Virginia Artillery, now at Parkersburg, 
W. Va., awaiting guns, will proceed to Wheeling, W. Va., to enable it 
more readily to refit, as well as to recruit its numbers. 

* * * * * *% * 


10. During the anticipated absence of the major-general commanding 
Maj. Gen. J. Stahel, U. S. Volunteers, the next senior officer, will exer- 
cise command of the Department of West Virginia. 

11. The headquarters of this department having been removed to 
Cumberland, Md., the members of the staff now on duty here will pro- 
ceed to that place, via Baltimore, Harrisburg, and Bedford, that being 
at present the most available route. 

* * * * ¥ * 


By order of Major-General Hunter: 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hp@Rs. MIL. Dist. oF HARPER’S FERRY, 
No. 59. § Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 8, 1864. 
In accordance with Special Orders, No. 146, dated August 7, 1864, 
from headquarters Departinent of West Virginia, Brigadier-General 
Howe having been relieved from duty in this department and ordered 
to Washington, D. C., I hereby assume command of the Military Dis- 
trict of Harper’s Ferry. All existing orders will remain in force until 
countermanded. 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, August 8, 1864—10 a.m. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Monocacy : 

A scout has just arrived at New Creek. Reports that General 
Averell overtook the enemy near Moorefield yesterday morning; 
attacked him; took all of his artillery and 509 prisoners. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General, 
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CUMBERLAND, August 8, 1864—11 a.m. 
Major-General HUNTER, Monocacy: 

I have stopped at different points on my line, and have now here in 
camp over 900 stragglers from General Crook’s command. Shall 1 hold 
them here till I can send them back by rail? 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General 


(Copy to Major-General Sheridan.) 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper's Ferry, August 8, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 10 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY: 
Hold the stragglers of General Crook’s command at Cumberland 
until further orders. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 8, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, Cumberland: 


Retain stragglers from General Crook’s command until they can be 
sent-by rail. 
By order of Major-General Hunter: 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


CUMBERLAND, August 8, 1864, 
Major-General HUNTER, Harper’s Ferry: 

Captains Duncan and Kelly, of Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
captured near Martinsburg two weeks since, made their escape from 
the prisoners’ camp near Winchester and came into my lines at Paw 
Paw to-day. They report that Karly broke camp at Bunker Hill on 
Friday last and moved to Doctor Hammond’s farm near North Mountain 
Station; that Union citizens reported to them that the rebels were 
sending their stock up the Back Creek Valley, having heard that 
Sheridan was moving down the Shenandoah Valley with a large force. 
The prisoners’ camp near Winchester, on the Front Royal road, was 
guarded by only sixty men; there were over 600 prisoners. No re- 
enforcements had been sent to Karly. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, " HEADQUARTERS, 
No, 21. j Cumberland, Md., August 8, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


Ill. The detachment of Battery H, First West Virginia Light Artil- 
lery, on duty in the fort at this place, will be placed en route, without 
delay, to rejoin their company at New Creek, W. Va. The quarter- 
master’s department will furnish necessary transportation. 

By order of Brigadier-General Kelley: 

C. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS crmenntts DIVISION, 
ancock, August 8, 1864. 
Major-General HUNTER: = ag ; 
General Sheridan has telegraphed me to join him. He telegraphs 
via Harper’s Ferry. Is it by your order? 
A. N. DUFFIE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRst CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Hancock, Md., August 8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. PHILIP SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Cavalry: 
(Via Harper’s Ferry, Va., care General Howe.) 

Sir: General Averell has 500 of my best cavalry on expedition. I 
expect him back in twenty-four hours or less. So soon as he returns I 
will move tojoin you. I havetelegraphed General Howe to know where 
you are. 

l am, general, very respectfully, &c., 
A, N. DUFFIE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Hancock, August 8, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Cumberland: 

If -you know where Brigadier-General Averell is you would oblige me 
by directing him to order the detachment of the Twenty-second Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry and First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry, now with him, 
but belonging to my command, to report to me at once at this place. 
I am ordered by Major-General Sheridan to immediately concentrate 
my command at this place and join him. 

Tam, sir, &c., 
A. N. DUFFIE, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hpagrs. First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
. DEP’. OF WESt VIRGINIA, 
No. 26. \ Hancock, Md., August 8, 1864. 
Col. L. B. Pierce, Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, will proceed imme- 
diately to Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., and will collect together in camp all 
men of the First Cavalry Division now at or near that point. 
By command of Brig. Gen. A. N, Duffie: 
EK. W. CLARK, JR., 


Assistant Adjutant- General 


{|AuGuUST 8, 1864. | 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Commanding Department of West Virginia: 
Major Green, chief engineer on the staff of General Kwell, serving 
with Karly, was captured at Moorefield, McCausland had received 
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orders to march to Winchester at 2.a.m. 7th. No information of re-en- 
forcements to Early has been gained. The order for the burning of 
Chambersburg was given by Early. McCausland’s expedition was 
considered of great importance; parts of other cavalry divisions were 
dismounted to fit him out. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


NEW CREEK, W. VA., August 8, 1864. 
(Received 1.50 a. m. 9th.) 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Harper's Ferry: 

I have brought prisoners, guns, and property to this place. I re- 
quest that my division be ordered to assemble at Hagerstown, or some 
other point, for a few days to reorganize, remount, and equip. IJ can 
double the strength of my command by it. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


NEW CREEK, August 8, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 8 p. m.) 
General KELLEY, 
Commanding : 

McCausland waited at Moorefield, and I attacked him there at day- 
light yesterday morning, completely routing his command, capturing 
his artillery, 420 prisoners, over 400 horses and equipments, 3 battle- 
flags, and a quantity of small-arms. The number of the enemy killed 
is unknown, but large. General Johnson was captured, with his eolors 
and three of his staff, but subsequently escaped. Colonel Peters, 
Twenty-first Virginia (rebel) |Cavalry|, was mortally wounded. Me- 
Causland escaped to the mountains. The enemy was pursued toward 
Wardensville, Howard’s Lick, and up the South Branch from ten to 
twenty-five miles. My command was so wearied with the chase and so 
encumbered with prisoners and captured property that I thought it best 
to bring it here. My loss was 7 killed and 21 wounded. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 
(Copy forwarded to Major-General Hunter.) 


CUMBERLAND, August 8, 1864. 
‘ wart 428 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
New Creek: 
I most heartily congratulate you and your gallant command. 
BoP .“KEDLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


NEW CREEK, August 8, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 


According to the order of General Sheridan, it will be necesssary 
that I take that portion of the Eighth Ohio now at Beverly to Hancock. 
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Will you please issue the necessary orders at once. Will you also 
direct that cars for the transportation of my command to Hancock be 
furnished at once. I thank you for your congratulation. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 8, 1864, 

Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
New Creek: 

I will have cars sent you as soon as possible. It will be impos- 
sible to relieve the Eighth Ohio until General Hunter can give me 
some troops to take their place, 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


NEW CREEK, August 8, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 

Please order cars for the prisoners. There are thirty-eight officers 
among them. What shall be done with the guns? McCausland 
received orders at 2 o’clock yesterday morning to march to Winchester. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General, 


CUMBERLAND, August 8, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
New Creek: 

Cars will be at New Creek to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock for your 
prisoners. Colonel Stevenson will furnish a guard to take them to 
Wheeling if you wish it. You will receive an order this evening from 
General Sheridan which I very much regret I do not.understand. 
General Hunter has not advised mein regard to it. The guns you 
may send here. I will send Captain Harrison, assistant quarter- 
master, to New Creek to-morrow to provide for your wants. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., SECOND Cay. DIV., 
No. —. § New Creck, W. Va., August 8, 1864. 

The colonel commanding congratulates the officers and men of the 
brigade upon the part borne by them in the brilliant success achieved 
by them through the united efforts of the officers and men of the divis- 
ion on the morning of the 7th instant at Moorefield, W. Va., over an 
enemy twice our number, and with every advantage in his favor. The 
conduct ot the command was all that could have been desired. You 
did your duty as gocd and faithful soldiers, and your efforts were not 
in vain. The result was glorious—the honor of which is, as the labor 
was, equally shared between you and your sister brigade and division 
commander. But in the midst of our exultations over our victory we 
were called upon to mourn the loss of our brave and gallant comrade 
in arms, Maj. S. B. Conger, Third West Virginia Cavalry, who fell while 
leading his regiment against the enemy. In his death the regiment 
lost an able, brave, intelligent, and energetic officer, and one who ever 
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watched over its interests with jealous care. May Le who succeeds him, 
and the officers of this command, emulate his example and that of the 
gallant Lieut. LL. Clark, who fell at the head of his company at the same 
time. 

The thanks of this brigade are especially due to the Third West Vir- 
ginia Cavalry Regiment for their gallantry and bravery displayed in the 
charge across the South Branch of the Potomac River, near Moorefield, 
under a very heavy fire from the enemy’s line of battle on the banks of 
the river in their front, and for the three successive charges made by 
them (in the second of which they lost their gallant commander), putting 
the enemy to flight in confusion to the mountains. May their efforts 
and success on that occasion stimulate them to more daring and nobler 
deeds in the future. 

The thanks of the brigade are also due to the First West Virginia 
Cavalry for the timely support given to the Third West Virginia Cav- 
alry at a time when the enemy seemed conscious of our weakness, and 
attempted to rally their forces and to repel the advance of our lines, 
and for its joint operation with the Third Virginia Cavalry, driving the 
enemy into the mountains for a distance of twelve miles, killing, 
wounding, and capturing many, also capturing one battle-flag and two 
pieces of artillery. Thanks are also due to the First New York (Lin- 
coln) Cavalry, commanded by Captain Jones, for the support rendered 
in operating on our right, driving three times its number before it in 
utter rout, while the First Virginia Cavalry and the Third Virginia 
Cavalry were driving the enemy on our left. The Second Regiment 
Virginia Volunteer Cavalry, having been held back by the general 
commanding as a support for the battery, was not engaged. The colonel 
commanding desires to compliment in the highest terms the conduet 
of the entire brigade in saying: that you were called upon to fight twice 
your number; you fought well, and gave the enemy a severe whipping, 
driving him from his position, his guns, and from his battle-flag, 
because we were united and made the attack fully determined to 
“conquer or die.” 

W. H. POWELL, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


CUMBERLAND, August 8, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Oakland : 

The following just received.* | am very much gratified. 1 wish to 
see you before you go. Will try to go up to-morrow or next day. 
Scouts report that Averell overtook the enemy and eaptured all his 
artillery and 500 prisoners. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, (| HdQRs. MIDDLE DEP’?., 8tH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 197. j Baltimore, August 8, 1804, 
5. Capt. T. M. Bartholomee, commanding detachment Twelfth Mary- 
land Infantry (100-days’ service), having reported to these headquarters, 


See paragraph 3, Special Orders, No, 146, Department of West Virginia, August 6 
1864, p. 709, . ath 


Cuar. LV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC,—UNION. 137 


in obedience to orders of Maj. W. S. Harlan, One hundred and fifty- 
ninth Ohio National Guard, commanding Camp Bradford, is hereby 
ordered to return to Camp Bradford and await further orders. 

Captain Bartholomee will make requisition at once for arms and accou- 
terments, sixty rounds of ammunition per man, and all authorized arti- 
cles needed for field service. 

By command of Major-General Wallace: 

SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HARRISBURG, August 8, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
(Received 1.30 a. m. 9th.) 
Maj. T. M. VINCENT: 

I don’t think that 500 men have responded to the Governor’s call, and 
doubt if 3,000 will. Men have organized for home defense at York. 
Carlisle, Altoona, Johnstown, Harrisburg, &c. I ordered all able- 
bodied citizens of Alleghany County to be enrolled. Don’t believe 
they would come into this valley in any ordinary emergency. Have 
made no call under this proclamation of the Governor. Am not raising 
men for Federal or State service, unless my appeal to border counties 
is so construed. It is understood that Colonel Crosman was only 
notified to have clothing for 15,000 ready, when Breckinridge was sup- 
posed to be moving west. My calls, &c., willbe sent by mail. I think 
the people are waiting to see what the Legislature will do. 

D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


Ciry Point, August 9, 1864—12 m. 
(Received 10 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

Information derived from deserters, refugees, and a man sent from 
here to Richmond, all corroborating, locate every division and brigade 
of Hill, Longstreet, and Beauregard’s forces. Not one brigade has 
been sent from here. I shall endeavor to hold them, and rather create 
a tendency to draw from your front than allow them to re-enforce. 

U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 9, 1864—8.30 p.m. 
(Received 9 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

I will move from Halltown up the Valley. Early broke up his camp at 
Bunker Hill on last Friday and drew in the small detachments he had 
at Williamsport and the 300 cavalry which went as far as Hagerstown. 
He learned that General Grant was at Monocacy and that I was in 
command of a large force. He moved from Bunker Hill to North 
Mountain Station and was sending stock up Back Creek Valley. I 
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have found things here in confusion. The cavalry were all scattered, 
but I have collected alarge number. Duffié’s command has been doing 
nothing up about Hancock. It has been ordered to join me; Averell 
also. Torbert’s two brigades came in this morning and his last brigade 
this evening. 
Pp. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 9, 1864—8 p. m. 
(Received 9 p. m.) 
Colonel HARDIE, 
Inspector-General : 

I have most urgently to request that Capt. John Kellogg, commissary 
of subsistence, U. S. Army, be ordered here as chief commissary of sub- 
sistence. If he can be sent I should like to have him come at once. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hp@rs. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 6. ! Hurper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864. 
I. Brigadier-General Weber, commanding at Harper’s Ferry, will 
have Colonel Schoonmaker’s command of dismounted cavalry moved to 
Pleasant Valley and camped near Major Congdon’s command. Colonel 
Schoonmaker will assume command of all of the dismounted cavalry. 
’ Colonel Maulsby, commanding Maryland Heights. will at once order all 
the dismounted cavalry with him to report to Major Congdon. 
II. The dismounted cavalry will be armed, and kept armed, as fast as 
possible with carbines and pistols. 
By order of Major-General Sheridan: 
E. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL peor HpqQrs, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 7. Hurper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864. 
In addition to General Orders, No. 1, headquarters U. S. Forces, 
August 7, 1864, the following officers are announced on the staff of the 
major-general commanding: Asst. Surg. F. H. Patton, Twelfth Vir- 
ginia Infantry, as acting medical purveyor; Maj. H. W. Owings, Second 
Eastern Shore Maryland Volunteers, as acting medical director. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
EK. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ! Hp@rs. MIDDLE MILITARY Division, 
No. 8. Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864. 
Capt. Thayer Melvin, assistant adjutant-general, is relieved from 
duty at the headquarters of Department of Western Virginia, and is 
hereby assigned to duty at these headquarters. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
E. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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GENERAL yey Hpqrs. MIDDLE MiLrraRy Dtviston, 
No. 9. Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864. 
During the temporary absence in the field of the major-general com- 
manding, the office of this military divisi 1 at Harper’s Ferry will be 
in charge of Capt. T. Melvin, assistant adjutant-general, and’ all com- 
munications from headquarters not moving in the field will be sent to 
him at this point until further orders. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
E. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ! Hpagrs. MIDDLE MILITARY DIvIsion, 
No. 3 Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864. 
1. Maj. Gen. Julius Stahel is hereby relieved from duty in the Depart- 
ment of Western Virgir’a, and will report in person for orders to Maj. 
Gen. L. Wallace, commanding Middle Department. 
* * * 


* * * * 


3. Bvt. Maj. Gen. George Crook, in addition to his present command 
of the Army of Western Virginia, will, during the temporary absence of 
Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, assume command of the Department of West 
Virginia. 

4, First Lieut. John R. Meigs, Engineer Corps, having reported to 
these headquarters for orders, will report to Bvt. Maj. Gen. George 
Crook, commanding Department of Western Virginia, for assignment 
to duty. 

* * * * ok * * 

8. Brig. Gen. Max Weber, commanding Military District of Harper’s 
Ferry, will retain of the artillery now at this place six complete bat- 
teries for the garrison of this point. All surplus artillery will be at 
once sent to Washington, D.C. The officers commanding the batteries 
sent to Washington will on the arrival at that point report to Briga- 
dier-General Howe, chief of artillery, U. S. Army. 

9. The Third Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, now under command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, will be dismounted, under the supervision 
of Capt. E. V. Sumner, First U. S. Cavalry, and the horses, arms, equip-! 
ments and transportation will be turned over to the dismounted men 
belonging to this military division. As soon as the regiment is dis- 
mounted and the property properly disposed of, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jones will proceed with his men to Washington, D. C., and report to 
Major-General Augurto be mustered out. The quartermaster’s depart- 
ment will furnish the necessary transportation. 

* ¥* * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
E. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864. 
I. The command, now at or near Halltown, will move to-morrow morn- 
ing in the following order, and at the following hours: 
Il. At 4 o’clock General Torbert will move his cavalry command frony 
its present position near Charlestown, via Summit Point, and along; 
the western base of Limestone Ridge, until he arrives at the intersec- 
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tion of the pike from Millwood to Winchester with the pike from Mill- 
wood to White Post. In this movement General Torbert will send out 
strong parties to the crossings of Opequon Creek, and will leave Colonel 
Lowell’s command at Summit Point with directions to report to the 
major-general commanding through a staff officer. After arriving at 
the above-named intersection, the movements of the cavalry will be in 
compliance with special instructions furnished from these headquarters. 
General Torbert will be required to send frequent reports of the posi- 
tion of the enemy, and information obtained, to the major-general 
commanding. 

ILI. The Sixth Corps will move at 5 o’clock from its present camp, 
via a dirt road on the north side of the Berryville pike, until it reaches 
Clifton, where it will take position unless otherwise ordered. General 
Wright will communicate all information obtained of the enemy’s move- 
ments to the major-general commanding. 

IV. The Nineteenth Corps will move at 5 o’clock by the Berryville 
pike, until it arrives at the intersection of the pike or road from Clifton 
with the Berryville pike, about one mile and a half or two miles from 
Berryville, where it will take position, unless otherwise ordered, and 
open communication with General Wright at Clifton. General Emory 
will communicate all information obtained of the enemy’s movements to 
the major-general commanding. 

V. The Army of Western Virginia, Brevet Major-General Crook com- 
manding, will move at 5 o’clock on a dirt road on the left of the Berry- 
ville pike, via Kabletown, until it arrives at Berryville, where it will 
take position, unless otherwise ordered, and open communication with 
General Emory at a point near Berryville. General Crook will com- 
municate all information obtained of the enemy’s movements to the 
major-general commanding. 

VI. The transportation permitted by General Orders, No. 2, to accom- 
pany the troops, will be subject to the orders of corps commanders. 

VII. The subsistence trains which have been parked near Bolivar 
Heights will remain there until otherwise ordered from these head- 
quarters. 

VIII. The brigade of General Kenly, now attached to the Nineteenth 
Corps, is hereby detached from that corps and will remain in camp at 
Halltown, but will be held in readiness to move on orders from these 
headquarters. 

IX. The headquarters of the major-general commanding will be with 
the Nineteenth Corps, on the Berryville pike. 

By command of Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan: 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 9, 1864—8 p. m. 
(Received 8.40 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
Washington : 

Will you have the kindness to hurry General Wilson up and get him 
started out as soon as possible? I have no important news to commu- 
nicate. Have heard nothing from Mosby to-day. The small detach- 
ments that Early had about Williamsport and Shepherdstown were 
drawn in, and trom the best information that I have, he broke up his camp 
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near Bunker Hill last Friday and moved to Doctor Hammond’s house, 
near North Mountain Station, and was sending stock up Back Creek: 
Valley. He had learned that General Grant was at Monocacy on Fri- 
day, and that I was advancing with a large force. I will leave here 
to-morrow. I have not been able to learn that there were more than 
300 cavalry on the north side of the Potomac, with a few wagons. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Hp@Rs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22p ARMY CoRPs, 
August 9, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Division, Harper’s Ferry: 
General Wilson informs me that his division will not be here ready 


to move before Thursday afternoon. * He is all ready to move as soon as 
his men arrive. 


Cc. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HpgRs. DEPT. OF WASHINGTON, 
TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
No. 195. August 9, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


2. Brig. Gen. A. P. Howe, U.S. Volunteers, having reported for duty 
in this department, is hereby assigned to duty as specified in para- 
graph 47, Special Orders, No. 96, War Department, Adjutant-General’s 
Office, February 29, 1864.* 


* * * * * ® * 


By command of Major-General Augur: 
€. H. RAYMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HAGERSTOWN, August 9, 1864. 
(Received 11 p. m.) 


Military Governor WISEWELL: 

Left Cumberland 7th: Johnson and Kelley engaged 5th at New 
Creek. Johnson defeated and retreating westward. Arrived Frank- 
fort 7th. Captain McNeill passed through on 4th with forty men, on 
his way to join Johnson. I arrived Springfield same date. Averell 
passed through Springfield 6th, in close pursuit. Arrived Green Spring 
same date. Johnson’s force 3,500 strong. From Green Spring to 
Gilpintown. No signs of enemy from Springfield to Hagerstown. 
What course shall 1 take next? Request major to bring War De- 
partment headings for authority. Answer. 

C. BOSTICK. 


*See Vol. XXXIII, p. 617. 


742 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. —_—[Cuar. LV. 


Muppy BRANCH, August 9, 1864. 
Maj. C. H. RAymMonp: 


All quiet on my line up to this time. Considerable cavalry seen over 
the river opposite right of my line yesterday. Contents of the gen- 
eral’s dispatch* known the length of my line before daylight and all 
upon the alert. 

J. M. WAITE, 
Major, &e. 


ALEXANDRIA, August 9, 1864. 
(Received 10 a. m.) 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff: 

CoLONEL: About forty guerrillas attacked my pickets near the tele- 
graph road last night at 11 o’clock. Charged on a small reserve and 
captured two horses and two men of the Sixteenth New York. They 
then retreated toward Burke’s Station. I am not yet satisfied that the 
officer in charge of the picket or the men composing the reserve did 
their duty, but am investigating and shall report to-day. 

Respectfully, 
H. H. WELLS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., August 9, 1864. 
(Received 8.50 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General: 

COLONEL: I learn that yesterday about 4 o’clock Mosby attacked 
about sixty of the Sixteenth New York Cavalry near Fairfax Station 
and whipped them badly. Some six or eight only have thus far 
returned to their camp. 

H. H. WELLS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 9, 1864, 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 


Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that two parties sent out from 
this command, consisting of thirty men each, met yesterday afternoon 
at Fairfax Station, and that while united and acting together were 
attacked by a force of rebels, variously estimated at from forty to fifty 
men, and were completely dispersed and routed. Citizens agree in 
reporting that Mosby himself was in command of the rebels. So far 
as known our loss is as follows: Capt. J. H. Fleming, Sixteenth New 
York Cavalry, missing; thirty-three men missing; thirty-nine horses 
missing. The number of these killed and wounded is not yet known. 
Captain-Fleming, who, at the time of the attack, had command of the 
party, is reported killed; no other officers are lost. I have nothing to 


“See Augur to Waite, August 8, p. 729. 
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report except disgraceful mismanagement and consequent complete 
rout of our men, and a second Aldie disaster. A board of investiga- 
tion has been called to ascertain who is responsible, and examine into 
and report upon the facts in the case; it will be forwarded with a 
complete statement in regard to the affair as soon as possible. A stron g 
party was sent out this morning to the scene of the disaster to pick up 
stragglers and what wounded men could be found. Nothing has been 
heard from the force sent above Leesburg; they had orders to com- 
municate any intelligence of importance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS StxTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 9, 1864. 
Capt. E. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division : 
Srr: In obedience to order I have the honor to submit the following 
field return: 


Present for duty. 
Command. i ] 
| 

Officers | Men. | Aggregate 

! 
SU ee a a eee Mees sey 246 4, 601 4, 847 
RECORE DEVISION- 22 ce pene aS nite oo av wielcd Jo Asis so Santas 5s Saati eter 218 3, 851 4, 069 
Pind DiyAStOn = aoe 2 - co crates mem cielo oe agate es een en Race ines 158 2, 6382 2, 790 
ALORS CMe Seon nec oe n SE Oa In OR OED, was te Se Bee Geaaeh re aces 27 709 736 
SS. os 
ditt Bd we EOI oe sf dB leet, Bie bere Re wi ed x ee Em RL 649 | 11, 793 12, 442 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. G. WRIGHT, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS SIxTH CORPS, 
August 9, 1864. 


The corps will move to-morrow at 5 a. m., via a dirt road on the north 
side of the Berryville pike, to Clifton. A guide will be sent from these 
headquarters to Brigadier-General Ricketts, commanding the leading 
division, to indicate the road to be taken and to accompany him. The 
following will be the order of march: first, Third Division; second, 
First Division; third, Reserve Artillery, and the transportation allowed 
by General Orders, No. 2, headquarters U.S, Forces, with the excep- 
tion of wagons for regimental baggage, which will be sent to the supply 
train; fourth, Second Division. The ambulances will accompany the 
divisions to which they belong. 

Division commanders will send a staff officer to these headquarters 
to-night for the corps’ time. 


By command of Major-General Wright: 
C. H. WHITTELSEY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS SIxTH CORPS, 
August 9, 1864. 
Brigadier-General RUSSELL, 
Commanding First Division: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding the corps directs that 
when the corps moves to-morrow the Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers shall be left behind. It will move to the vicinity of the supply 
train and remain there until further orders. The supply train will be 
parked on the other side of the works on Bolivar Heights. This 
regiment is left behind on account of the prevalence of varioloid among 
the men. 

Very respectfully, 
C. A. WHITTIER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS, 
August 9, 1864. 
Colonel Edwards, commanding Third Brigade, will send the Forty- 
ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers to report, in compliance with the above 
order, to-morrow morning. 
By command of Brigadier-General Russell: 
HENRY R. DALTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864. 
Brevet Major-General Emory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps: 

GENERAL: There will be an advance movement of the command 
to-morrow morning. The order for the movement will reach you this 
evening. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MiiTaRy Division, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864—7.30 a. m. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. GEORGE CROOK, 
Commanding Army of West Virginia: 

GENERAL: Supply your command with at least three days’ rations 
from to-morrow morning, to be carried on their persons, and then have 
your supply trains parked inside the lines of works at Bolivar Heights. 

I am, very respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
(Same to General Emory.) 


GENERAL ORDERS, HpQrs. CAVALRY, Mip. Miu. Diviston, 
No. 1. Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864, 
Pursuant to General Orders, No. 4, headquarters Middle Military 
Division, the undersigned assumes, command of the cavalry of the 
Middle Military Division. 


arr A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers and Chief of Cavalry. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864—8 a. m. 
Brigadier-General TORBERT, 
Chief of Cavalry: 

GENERAL: Have thé division of General Merritt and the command 
of Colonel Lowell at once supplied with three days’ rations from to- 
morrow morning, to be carried on the person, and two days’ forage for 
the animals (this amount will be required to last five days). Then 
send all your wagons, “ except one wagon for division headquarters and 
one wagon for brigade headquarters,” inside the line of works at Bol- 
ivar Heights, to be there snugly parked, and to rejoin when ordered 
from these headquarters. 

I am, very respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864, 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding Reserve Brigade: 

Str: Brigadier-General Torbert directs that you send a strong scout- 
ing party to Middleburg to collect information of the enemy, and make 
a report of the same as soon as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. H. GOLDSMITH, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT: 

Inclosed you will find the order of march for to-morrow. Be in readi- 
ness to move at the time specified. I will be out some time to-night. 
Send for Colonel Lowell and give him his instructions. 

Yours, &c., 
A. T, A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry. 
{Inclosnre.] 
HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MippLEe MILITARY DIvIsIon, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864, 
General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Division : 

Have your command at once supplied with three days’ rations from 
to-morrow morning and two days’ forage (this amount to last five 
days). All of your wagons, except one wagon and light wagon to 
division headquarters, and one wagon and ambulance to brigade head- 
quarters, will be sent inside of the works at Bolivar Heights, to be snugly 
parked, to join us when sent for from these headquarters. A good 
ofticer will be left in charge of the train. Colonel Cole, with his regi- 
ment of Maryland cavalry, will be, or has been, ordered to report ty 
Colonel Lowell. Be ready to move to-morrow morning. 


Yours, &ce., 
A. T, A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, — 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 9, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. H. WILSON, . 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division, Washington, D. C.: 

(Care of Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur, commanding Department of Wash- 
ington.) 

Do not lose a moment in getting your division ready to join me. If 
it will take five or six days to get your other brigade up, get Mec- 
Intosh ready at once and order him to join me on the north side of the 
river at this place, and. by the shortest route. If you can get the whole 
of your division ready within three days, join me via Leesburg, Snicker’s 
Gap, and Berryville. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


May it not do as well to have the dispatch sent yesterday, sent to 
General Wilson care of General Augur? 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Tieutenant- Colonel, de. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 9, 1864—9 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. J. H. WILSON: 
(Care of General Augur.) 

Have you received my last telegram, through General Augur, in 
relation to your movements? Also my telegram through the War 
Department? Please answer. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HbDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 9, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

Have received all your telegrams, and as they contained definite 
instructions did not think it necessary to reply, but intended to make 
every exertion to get off the entire command within the three days. I 
think, trom appearances, I can leave day after to-morrow, time enough 
to make a day’s march. Will do my best, but if the troops do not get 
here shall I wait longer, or go on with what I may have? You know 
my command is small at best. What about forage in the Valley? How 
much should I start with? 

J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HDQrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 220 ARMY CoRPs, 
Washington, D. O0., August 9, 1864—10 p.m. 
Brigadier-General WILSON, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 
I have just received another telegram from General Sheridan 
requesting me to hasten your departure as much as possible. Will you 
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be good enough to inform [me] when you will be able to move with 
your division, and if there is anything I can do to facilitate your prep- 
arations. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cc. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 9, 1864. 
(Received 11.14 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

I have leave of absence for twenty days from General Sheridan. 
Please telegraph me at Barnum’s Hotel, Baltimore, permission to visit 
my family in Washington. 

D. HUNTER, 


Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 9, 1864—12.11 p. m. 
Major-General HUNTER, 
Barnun’s Hotel, Baltimore: 
You have permission to visit Washington. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpqgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 65. In the Field, August 9, 1864. 


In accordance with Special Orders, No. 3, from headquarters Mid- 
dle Military Division, the undersigned assumes temporary command of 
the Department of West Virginia. All communications for these head- 
quarters will be sent to Harper’s Ferry until further orders. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brevet Major-General. 


Hpaers. MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, Va., August 9, 1864. 
Captain PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division : 

Caprain: After consultation with engineer officers regarding the 
railroad bridge, I have ascertained and have the honor to report that 
the bridge will be completed and ready for the passage of troops and 
trains within three days. Such necessary materials as are wanting 
have been ordered by telegram and are expected here daily. Permit 
me to state that in my opinion a good pontoon bridge is very necessary, 
in addition to the railroad bridge, and for the reason that the railroad 
bridge is not reliable in case of high water. On two occasions since I 
have been in command here the trestle-work of the railroad bridge has 
been swept away, the river rising after heavy rains. In such case it is 
impossible to commence rebuilding until low water, and after the water 
has fallen two days’ time at least is required to put the bridge in 
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repair. in this way communication may be cut off for six or seven 
days. A pontoon bridge can be relaid as soon as the river begins to 
fall, and communication opened within a rh hours. 
Respectfully, your obedient servan 
as "MAX WEBER, 


Brigadier-General. 


—— 


CUMBERLAND, August 9, 1864. 
Brigadier-General DUFFIE, 
Hancock : 
General Averell is now embarking his troops on the cars at New 
Creek and will be at Hancock to-morrow. 
B.. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper’s Ferry, August 9, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. N. DUFFI#, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division, Hancock, Md.: 
General Sheridan is at Harper’s Ferry. 
H. M. BURLEIGH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


New CREEK, VA., August 9, 1864. 
Major-General HUNTER: 
Trequest that the detachment of the Eighth Ohio Cavalry at Beverly 
be relieved by Ohio National Guard and join the division. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 9, 1864—4 p.m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
New Creek: 

General Duffié is at Hancock. Major-General Sheridan has been 
appointed to command all the troops in the three following depart- 
ments: Department of West Virginia, the Middle Department, and 
me Department of the Susquehanna, with headquarters at Harper’s 
‘erry. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


rie CUMBERLAND, August 9, 1864—4 p.m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
New Creek: 


Captain Harrison could not leave to-day. Make requisition on his 
agent at New Creek, Mr. Winants, for whatever you may need. Have 
the cars arrived from the west to transport your troops? Mr. Lyon, 
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the agent at New Creek, will render you prompt assistance in moving 
your command, Please send for him and inform him what you want 
done. The cars are on their way to you. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


[AueusT 9, 1864.—For Averell’s congratulatory orders, see p. 505. | 


CUMBERLAND August 9, 1864—12 m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

I reported to General Hunter at 11 p.m. last night General Averell’s 
dispatch tome. He arrived at New Creek yesterday evening and is 
now awaiting cars to move his command, in obedience to your orders. 
A portion of his troops will move this evening. I send you copy of 
General Averell’s dispatch of the 8th.* 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 9, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 8.40 a. m. 11th.) 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 

The news of Averell’s success reached me by your telegram last 
night and was at once transmitted to Washington. I want you to 
commence repairing the telegraph this way as far as Martinsburg and 
I will order General Weber to repair the line from this direction to 
that place. I think after to-morrow there will be no danger. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


JUMBERLAND, August 9, 1864. 
Governor BOREMAN, 
Wheeling: 
Brig. Gen. J. C. Sullivan has been ordered to assume command of all 
the forces in the Kanawha Valley, with headquarters at Charleston. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cumberland, August 9, 1864. 


COMMANDING OFFICER SIxtH WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY, 
North Branch: 


The general commanding directs that you send, without delay, a 
scout, to consist of forty men, in charge of a reliable officer, to Frank- 
fort, thence via Springfield to Romney, W. Va. A prompt report of 
all matters of interest will be expected. 

I am, very respectfully, yoar obedient servant, 
C. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant. General. 


*See p. 734. 
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CLARKSBURG, August 9, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 10.30 a. m.) 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 
Scouts sent.toward Monterey report no rebel force of importance in 


that vicinity, but 300 or 400 are said to be at Franklin. 
bias N. WILKINSON. 


CLARKSBURG, August 9, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 9.30 p. 1n.) 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 
At 9 p.m. I have the following: 
BUCKHANNON. 


Camnonading has been heard, to-day in direction of Beverly. The wire between 
here and that place is down. I have mounted part of my force for scouts. 
H. H. HAGANS, 
Captain. 


N. WILKINSON. 


CLARKSBURG, August 9, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 
Amin communication with Beverly. The cannonading is east of 
there; supposed at Winchester or Moorefield. 
N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel. 


WASHINGTON, August 9, 1864—8.20 p.m. 
Major-General WALLACE, 
Commanding : 

Select three 100-days’ Pennsylvania regiments of your command and 
order one to each of the following points: Johnson’s Island, Ohio; Rock 
Island, Ill.; Chicago, Ill. In addition, send a Massachusetts 10 '-days’ 
regiment to Indianapolis, Ind. Report to this office when regiments 
will start, and inform Major-General Heintzelman, commanding, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, of departure of each, 

By order: 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BALTIMORE, MD., August 9, 1864. 
(Received 12 p. m.) 
Col. E. D. TowNsEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

The four regiments will be put en route at once in accordance with 
your orders. Major-General Heintzelman will be informed of time of 
departure, 

LEW. WALLACH, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, . Hpgrs. MrippLe Depvt., 8tH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 198. 5 Baltimore, August 9, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

5. The several companies of the Seventh Regiment Delaware Vol- 
unteer Militia (thirty-days’ service) will be relieved from duty by 
other troops of the Third Separate Brigade and ordered to report to 
the commanding officer at Wilmington to be mustered out and paid 
off at the expiration of their term of service in accordance with the 
mustering regulations of the army. Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwood is 
charged with the execution of this order. 

* * * * * *% * 

9. In accordance with orders from the War Department, the Sixtieth 
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Militia (100-days’ service), Col. 
A. D. Wass commanding, will be put en route at once to report to the 
commanding officer at Indianapolis, Ind. The quartermaster’s depart- 
ment will furnish the necessary transportation. Brigadier-General 
Lockwood is charged with the execution of this order. 

10. In accordance with orders from the War Department, the One 
hundred and ninety-third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Militia 
(100-days’ service), Col. J. B. Clark commanding, will be put en route 
at once to report to the commanding officer at Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 
The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary transporta- 
tion. Brigadier-General Lockwood is charged with the execution of 
this order. 

11. In accordance with orders from the War Department, the One 
Hundred and ninety-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Militia 
(100-days’ service), Col. J. R. Haslett commanding, will be put en 
route at once to report to the commanding officer at Rock Island, IL. 
The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary transporta- 
tion. Brigadier-General Lockwood is charged with the execution of 
this order. 

12. In accordance with orders from the War Department, the One 
hundred and ninety-sixth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Militia 
(100-days’ service), Col. Harmanus Neff commanding, will be put en 
route at once to report to the commanding officer at Chicago, Ill. The 
quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary transportation. 
Brigadier-General Lockwood is charged with the execution of this 
order. 

By command of Major-General Wallace: 

SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, 
Harrisburg, August 9, 1864. 
To THE SENATE AND House oF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE Com- 
MONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA: 

GENTLEMEN: I have called you together in advance of your adjourned 
session for the purpose of taking some action for the defense of the 
State. From the commencement of the present rebellion Pennsylvania 
has done her whole duty to the Government. Lying, as her southern 
counties do, in the immediate vicinity of the border, and thus exposed 
to sudden invasion, a selfish policy would have led her to retain a suf- 
ficent part of her military force for her own defense. In so doing she 


752 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cuap. LV. 


would have failed in her duty to the whole country. Not only would 
her men have been withheld from the field of general operations, but 
the loans and taxation which would have become necessary would 
have, to a large extent, diminished the ability of her people to comply 
with the pecuniary demands of the United States. She would also 
have necessarily interfered with and hampered all the military action 
of the Government and made herself, to some extent, responsible for 
any failures and shortcomings that may have occurred, In pursuance 
of the policy thus deliberately adopted this State has steadily devoted 
her men to the general service. From the beginning she has always 
been among the first to respond to the call of the United States, as is 
shown by her history, from the three-months’ men and the Reserve 
Corps to the present moment. 

Thus faithfully fulfilling all her own obligations, she has a right to 
be defended by the national force, as part of a common country; any 
other view would be absurd and unjust. She, of course, cannot com- 
plain when she suffers by the necessary contingencies of war. The 
reflections that have, in too many quarters, been made upon the people 
of her southern counties, are most unfounded. They were invaded in 
1862, when a Union army much superior to any force of the rebels (and 
on which they had of course a right to rely) was lying in their imme- 
diate vicinity and north of the Potomac. They were again invaded in 
1863, after the defeat of the Union forces under Milroy at Winchester, 
and they have again suffered in 1864, after the defeat of the Union 
forces under Crook and Averell. How could an agricultural people, in 
an open country, be expected to rise suddenly and beat back hostile 
forces which had defeated organized veteran armies of the Government? 
It is of course expected that the inhabitants of an invaded country 
will do what is in their power to resist the invaders, and the facts 
hereinafter stated will show, I think, that the people of these counties 
have not failed in this duty. 

If Pennsylvania, by reason of her geographical position, has required 
to be defended by the national force, it has only been against the com- 
mon enemy. It has never been necessary to weaken the army in the 
field, by sending heavy detachments of veterans to save her cities from 
being devastated by small bands of ruffians composed of their own 
inhabitants. Nor have her people been disposed to sneer at the great 
masses of law abiding citizens, inany other State, who have required such 
protection. Yet, whena brutal enemy, pursuing adeteated body of Union 
forces, crosses our border and burns a defenseless town, this horrid 
barbarity, instead of firing the hearts of all the people of our common 
country, is actually, in some quarters, made the occasion of mocks and 
gibes at the unfortunate sufferers, thousands of whom have been ren- 
dered houseless, and these heartless scoffs proceed from the very men 
who, when the State authorities, foreseeing the danger, were taking pre- 
cautionary measures, ridiculed the idea of there being any danger, 
sneered at the exertions to prepare for meeting it, and succeeded to 
some extent in thwarting their efforts to raise forces. These men are 
themselves morally responsible for the calamity over which they now 
chuekle and rub their hands. It might have been hoped—nay, we had 
aright to expect—that the people of the loyal States, engaged in a 
common effort to preserve their Government and all that is dear to 
freemen, would have forgotten, at least for the time, their wretched 
local jealousies and sympathized with all their loyal fellow-citizens 
wherever resident within the borders of our common country. Itshould 
be remembered that the origiual source of the present rebellion was in 
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such jealousies, encouraged for wicked purposes by unscrupulous poli- 
ticians. The men who, for any purpose, now continue to encourage 
them, ought to be held as public enemies—enemies of our Union and 
our peace—and should be treated as such. Common feelings, common 
sympathies, are the necessary foundations of a common free govern- 
ment. I am proud to say that the people of Pennsylvania feel every 
blow at any of her sister States as an assault upon themselves, and give 
to them all that hearty good will, the expression of which is sometimes 
AP mportant, under the infliction of calamity, than mere material 
aid. 

It is unnecessary to refer to the approach of the rebel army up the 
Shenandoah Valley on the 3d day of July last; to the defeat of General 
Wallace on the Monocacy; their approach to and threatening of the 
capital; or to their destruction of property and pillage of the counties 
of Maryland, lying on our border. 

These events have passed into history, and the responsibilities will 
be settled by the judgment of the people. At that time a call was 
made upon Pennsylvania for volunteers, to be mustered into the service 
of the United States, and “to serve for 100 days in the States of Penn- 
sylvania and Maryland, and at Washington and its vicinity.” 

Notwithstanding the embarrassments which complicated the orders 
for their organization and muster, six regiments were enlisted and 
organized, and a battalion of six companies. The regiments were with- 
drawn from the State, the last leaving the 29th day of July. I desired 
that at least part of this force should be confined in their service to the 
States of Pennsylvania and Maryland, and made such an application 
to the War Department. As the proposition did not meet their appro- 
bation it was rejected and the general order changed to include the 
States named and Washington and its vicinity. 

No part of the rebel army at that time had come within the State. 
The people of the border counties were warned, and removed their 
stock, and at Chambersburg and York were organized and armed for 
their own protection. 

I was not officially informed of the movements of the Federal armies, 
and, of course, not of the strategy of their commanders; but it 
was stated in the newspapers that the rebel army was closely pur- 
sued after it had crossed the Potomac, and was retiring up the Val- 
ley of the Shenandoah. Repeated successes of our troops were also 
announced, and the people of this State had just cause to believe that 
quite a sufficient Federal force had been thrown forward for its protec- 
tion upon the line of the Potomac. 

On Friday, the 29th day of July, the rebel brigades of Johnson and 
McCausland, consisting of 2,500 to 3,000 mounted men, with six guns, 
erossed the Potomac at Clear Spring ford. They commenced crossing 
at 10 a.m. and marched directly on Mercersburg. There were but forty- 
five men picketed in that direction, under the command of Lieutenant 
McLean, U.S. Army, and as the enemy succeeded in cutting the tele- 
graph communication, which from that point had to pass west by way 
of Bedford, no information could be sent to General Couch, by telegraph, 
who was then at Chambersburg. The head of this column reached 
Chambersburg at 3 a.m.on Saturday, the 30th. ; 

The rebel brigades of Vaughn and Jackson, numbering about 3,000 
mounted men, crossed the Potomac at about the same time at or near 
Williamsport—part of the command advanced on Hagerstown; the 
main body moved on the road leading from Williamsport to Greencastle. 
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Another rebel column of infantry and artillery crossed the Potomac 
simultaneously at Shepherdstown and moved toward Leitersburg. 
General Averell, who commanded a force reduced to about 2,600 men, 
was at Hagerstown, and being threatened in front by Vaughn and 
Jackson, on his right by McCausland and Johnson, who also threatened 
his rear, and on his left by the column which crossed at Shepherdstown, 
he therefore fell back upon Greencastle. 

General Averell it is understood was under the orders of General 
Hunter, but was kept as fully advised by General Couch #s was 
possible of the enemy’s movement on his right and to his rear. Gen- 
eral Couch was in Chambersburg, where his entire force consisted of 
sixty infantry and forty-five cavalry and a section of a battery of 
artillery, in all less than 150 men. The six companies of men enlisted 
for 100 days remaining in the State and two companies of cavalry 
had, under orders from Washington (as I am officially advised), joined 
General Averell. The town of Chambersburg was held until daylight 
by the small foree under General Couch, during which time the 
Government. stores and train were saved. Two batteries were then 
planted by the enemy, commanding the town, and it was invested by 
the whole command of Johnson and McCausland. At 7a. m. six com- 
panies of dismounted men, commanded by Sweeney, entered the town, 
followed by mounted men, under. Gilmor. The main force was in line for 
battle. A demand was made for $100,000 in gold or $500,000 in Govern- 
ment funds, as ransom, and a number of citizens were arrested and held 
as hostages for its payment. No offer of money was made by the citizens 
of the town, and even if they had any intentions of paying a ransom, no 
time was allowed, as the rebels commenced immediately to burn and pill- 
age the town, disregarding the appeals of women and children, the aged 
and infirm, and even the bodies of the dead were not protected from 
their brutality. It would have been vain for all the citizens of the 
town, if armed, to have attempted, in connection with General Couch’s 
small force, to defend it. General Couch withdrew his command, and 
did not himself leave until the enemy were actually in the town. 
General Averell’s command being within nine miles of Chambersburg, 
it was hoped: would arrive in time to save the town, and efforts were 
made during the night to communicate with him. In the meantime 
the small force of. General Couch held the enemy at bay. General 
Averell marched on Chambersburg, but did not arrive until after the 
town was burned, and the enemy had retired. He pursued and over- 
took them at.McConnellsburg, in Fulton County, in time to save that 
place from pillage and destruction. He promptly engaged and defeated 
them, driving them to Hancock and across the Potomac. 

I commend the houseless and ruined people of Chambersburg to the 
liberal benevolence of the Legislature, and suggest that a suitable appro- 
priation be made for their relief. Similar charity has been heretofore 
exercised in the case of an accidental and destructive fire at Pittsburg, 
and I cannot doubt the disposition of the Legislature on the present 
occasion. 

On the 5th day of this month a large rebel army was in Maryland, 
and at various points on the Potomac as far west as New Creek, and 
as there was no adequate force within the State I deemed it my duty 
on that day to call for 30,000 volunteer militia for domestic protection. 
They will be armed, transported, and supplied by the United States; 
but as no provision is made for their payment it will be necessary, 


should you approve my action, to make an appropriation for that pur- 
pose, 
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Feeling it to be the duty of the General Government to afford full 
protection to the people of Pennsylvania and Maryland by the defense 
of the line of the Potomac, I united with Governor Bradford in the 
following letter to the President, dated July 21, 1864: 


STATE OF MARYLAND, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
R Annapolis, July 21, 1864. 
His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States: 


Str: The repeated raids across the Potomac River made by portions of the rebel 
army, and the extent of thedamage they have succeeded so frequently in inflicting, 
have most injuriously affected the people of Maryland and Pennsylvania in the neigh- 
borhood of that river, and many of them, it is believed, as the only security against 
such losses in the future, are seriously corsidering the propriety of abandoning their 
present homes and seeking safety at the north. 

It seems to us that not merely in this sectional aspect of the case, but inits na- 
tional relations, the security of this border line between the loyal and rebellious 
States is an object justifying and requiring a disposition of a portion of the national 
force with an especial view to its defense. The Potomac River can only be crossed, 
in its ordinary state of water, at some five or six fords, and we propose to enlist from 
our respective States a volunteer force that shall be sufficient, with the aid of the 
fortifications which the force itself can speedily construct, to effectually guard them 
all. We ask of the Government that the recruits so raised shall be credited to the 
quotas of our several States, on the call last made, and.be armed, equipped, and sup- 
plied as other volunteers in the service. 

We are aware that, as a general rule, well-founded objections exist to the enlisf- 
ment of a force to be exclusively used for home or local defense; but we regard such 
a@ service as we how suggest as an exceptional case, and the complete protection of 
this part of our frontier as of admitted national importance. 

Soon after the outbreak of this rebellion the importance of a special defense of 
the region bordering on the upper Potomac was recognized by the Government, and 
the Hon. Francis Thomas, of Maryland, was authorized by it to raise three regiments 
with a view to the protection of the counties on either side of that river. These 
regiments were raised, but the subsequent exigencies of the service required their 
employment elsewhere, and they therefore afford at present no particular security 
to that region beyond other troops in the service. 

The necessity, as we think, for some peculiar provision has now become so-obvious 
that we would with great respect, but most earnestly, urge upon Your Excellency the 
expediency of acceding to the suggestions we havo made, and we will immediately 
set about raising the forces required, and we have no doubt they will be promptly 

rocured. 
We have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servants, 
A. W. BRADFORD. 
A. G. CURTIN. 


The following letter from the assistant adjutant- general, dated August 
i, A. D. 1864, is the only reply received by me up to this time: 


Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D, C., August 1, 1864. 
His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
Harrisburg : 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the joint letter from yourself 
and the Governor of Maryland, dated July 21, 1864, asking authority to raise a vol- 
unteer force in your respective States, to be exclusively used for home or local defense 
and for guarding the fords of the Potomac. er 

In reply I am directed by the Secretary of War to inform you that the proposition 
has been fully considered and that the authority asked for cannot be granted. 

In this connection please see the act of Congress approved February 13, 1862, as 
promulgated in General Orders, No. 15, series of 1862, from this office. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS M. VINCENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MemoranDUM.—Similar letter sent His Excellency the Governor of Maryland this 
date. 


How the reason given for the réfusal to act on this proposition can 
be made consistent with the enlistment of men for 100 days, to serve 
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in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and at Washington and its vicinity, it is 
hard to perceive. 

On the suggestion made by citizens of the border counties the fol- 
lowing communication, dated July 22, 1864, was made by Major-General 
Couch to the Secretary of War: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Harrisburg, Pa., July 22, 1864. 
Hon. EpwINn M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: During the recent raid into Maryland the citizens of Chambersburg turned 
out with a determination to stand by the few soldiers present and hold the town 
against any cavalry force that might assailit. Five hundred citizens of York, irre- 
spective of party, volunteered, were armed, and went down the Northern Central 
Railroad to guard the bridges or hold their town. This isstated in order to show 
you that the “border citizens” are beginning to realize that by a united action they 
have the strength to protect themselves againstan ordinary raiding party. Inclosed 
I invite your attention to a letter addressed to the Governor, together with his in- 
dorsement, upon the subject of forming a special corps from the six border counties 
most exposed. 

If 10,000 men can thus be organized, its existence would be a protection and give 
confidence. 

Tam informed that the general sentiment of the people in question is in favor of 
something being done at once, and, asa mnilitary measure, think it will be of essential 
service to the General Government, and recommend that the War Department encour- 
age the movement by authorizing the loan or issue of uniforms, provided the law in 
question is enacted. ‘ 

It is believed that the new militia law of this State will practically prove of no 
value, excepting that an enrollment will probably be made. 

Iam, sir, very vespectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. N.-COUCH, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
/Harrisburg, Pa., August 4, 1864, 
A true copy. 
Respectfully furnished for the information of His Excelleney Governor A. G. 
Curtin, 
JNO. 8. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


On the same day I approved, in writing, of the proposition and ex- 
pressed my opinion that the Legislature would pass an act in accordance 
with it at its adjourned session on the 23d of August. I am furnished 
with an official copy of the following reply, dated August 1, 1864, to 
the proposition of General Couch: 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., August 1, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. D. N. Coucn, 
Commanding, §c¢., Harrisburg, Pa.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d 
of July relative to the United States providing uniforms for a ‘‘special corps” ot 
militia from certain border connties of Pennsylvania. 

In reply Lam directed to inform you that the subject has been carefully consid- 
pred by the Secretary of War, who cannot sanction the issue of the clothing in ques- 
ion. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS M. VINCENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Harrisburg, Pa., August 6, 1864. 
A true copy. 
pee gs furnished for the information of His Excellency Governor A. G. 
urtin, 
JNO. S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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In each of the three years, 1862, 1863, and 1864, it has been found 
necessary to call the State militia for the defense of the State, and this 
has been done with the assent and assistance of the General Govern- 
ment. From the want of organization we haye been obliged to rely ex- 
clusively on volunteer militia, and, with few exceptions, to Srganize them 
anew for each occasion. This has caused confusion and a loss of valua 
ble time, and has resulted in sending to the field bodies of men in a great 
measure undisciplined. The militia bill passed at the last session is, 
I think, for ordinary times, the best militia law we have ever had, but 
under the existing extraordinary circumstances it seems to require 
modification. I suggest that the assessors be directed to make an 
immediate enrollment, classifying the militia as may be thought best; 
that the officers be appointed by the Governor, on the recommendation 
approved by him of a board of examination composed of three major- 
generals for each division, of whom the major-general of the division 
shall be one, the other two to be designated by the Governor, from 
adjoining divisions, or in such other mode as the Legislature may think 
fit; that in all cases the officers shall be selected by preference from 
officers and men who have been in service and shall have been honor- 
ably discharged by the United Statés; and that effectual provision be 
made for drafting the militia when required. 

The recommendation in regard to appointments is made to avoid the 
angry dissensions and too often political jealousies which divide mili- 
tary organizations by the election of officers, and to secure the services 
of the most deserving and competent men. 

The election of officers in the volunteer forces in the field has been 
found to be injurious to the service, while promotions by seniority and 
appointments of meritorious privates have produced harmony and 
stimulated to faithfulness. In the enlistments of new organizations 
the plan adopted of granting authority to officers to recruit companies 
has been found to be the best policy. 

I also recommend that the Governor be authorized to form (either by 
the acceptance of volunteers or by draft in such parts of the State as he 
may deem expedient) a special corps of militia, to consist in due pro- 
portion of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, to be kept up to the full 
number of fifteen regiments, to be styled “‘ Minute Men,” who shall be 
sworn and mustered in the service of the State for three years, who 
shall assemble for drill at such times and places as he may direct, who 
shall be clothed, armed, and equipped by the State, and paid when 
assembled for drill or called into service, and who shall, at all times, be 
liable to be called into immediate service for the defense of the 
State, independently of the remainder of the militia. As this force 
would be subject to sudden calls, the large part of it should be organ- 
ized in the counties lying on our extreme border, and as the people of 
those counties have more personal interest in their protection, the 
recommendation is made to authorize the Governor to designate the 
parts of the State in which it shall be raised, and to save the time, 
expense of transporting troops from remote parts of the State, and the 
subsistence and pay in going to and from the border. A body of men 
so organized will, it is believed, be effective to prevent raids and ineur- 
sions. The expenses of clothing, arming, and equipping such a force 
cannot be correctly ascertained, but the quartermaster-general has been 
directed to make approximate estimates for your information, which 
will be independent of pay and subsistence. The State should provide 
at least six four-gun batteries of field artillery, with all the modern im- 
provements. The suggestion has been frequently made by unreflecting 
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persons that the State should raise a force and keep it permanently in 
the field for her defense. Apart from other considerations it is to. be 
observed that the expenses of such a measure would be quite beyond 
the present ability of the State. - 

To raise and maintain an army of fifteen regiments would involve an 
annual expenditure of more than $15,000,000, and any smaller force 
would be inadequate. The plan which I have above propdsed would, I 
think, give the State efficient protection, and if the Legislature should 
think fit to adopt it the expense can be readily provided for by law or 
otherwise. Having an organized force under the control of the author- 
ities of the State, and mustered into the service for domestic protection, 
we would not, as heretofore, lose time in arranging for transportation 
and supplies with the National Government when it became necessary 
to call it into the field. When thoroughly organized it should be in 
all its appointments an army which could be increased by drafts made 
from our enrolled and classified citizens. 

The plan which I have above suggested is the result of reflection and 
experience which I have had during the last three years, and I have felt 
it to be my duty to submit it for your consideration for the purpose of 
providing for the effectual defense‘of the State. I, of course, cannot 
doubt your approval. Ifthe Legislature should prefer the adoption of 
any other plan more efficient and economical than the one which I have 
herein proposed it will give me pleasure to co-operate heartily in carry- 
ing it into effect. 

In accordance with the act of May 4, 1864, I have appointed for the 
eastern armies Col. F. Jordan as agent at Washington, and Lieut. Col. 
James Gilliland as assistant agent at that place, and also for the south- 
western armies Lieut. Col. James Chamberlin as agent at Nashville. 
These agents are now actively engaged in the performance of their 
duties, and it is desirable that our people should be aware that a part 
of them consists in the gratuitous collection of all claims by Pennsyl- 
vania voluntecrs or their legal representatives on the State and Na- 
tional Governments. Volunteers having claims on either of these 
governments can have them collected through these agents without 
expense, and thus be rescued from the extortions to which it is feared 
they have sometimes heretofore been subjected. 

Having received information from the agents of the State that our 
sick and wounded were suffering greatly from the want of comforts, 
and even necessaries, | have been recently compelled to call on the 
people to contribute supplies, mainly in kind, for their relief, and 
it gives me pleasure to say that this appeal has been cheerfully re- 
sponded to, as have been all my former appeals to the same end. 
It seems impossible to exhaust the liberality of our generous people 
when the well-being of our brave volunteers is in question. 

In my special message of the 30th of April last I stated the cireum- 
stances attending the advance by banks and other corporations of funds 
for the payment of the militia called out in 1863; in consequence the 
Legislature passed the act of May 4, 1864, authorizing a loan, for the 
purpose of refunding, with interest, the amount thus advanced in case 
Congress should fail to make the necessary appropriation at its then 
current session. I regret to say that Congress adjourned without mak- 
ing such appropriation. 

The balance in the treasury being found sufficient to reimburse the 
funds so advanced, without unduly diminishing the sinking fund, I 
have deemed it advisable not to advertise for proposals for the loan, and 
I recommend the passage of an act directing the payment to be made 
out of the moneys in the treasury. 
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As the omission of Congress to act on this subject involved an 
unprecedented disregard of the good faith of the national authorities, I 
recommend that the Legislature take measures for procuring an appro- 
priation at the next session of Congress. 

The revenue bill passed at the last session has been found to be 
defective in several points, and I recommend a careful and immediate 
revision of it. 

The bounty bill passed at the last session is found to be defective and 
unjust in many of its provisions, and from the manner in which it is 
wdministered in some parts of the State oppressive on the people, I, 
therefore, recommend a careful revision of it. 

As the present session has been called for the consideration of mat- 
ters of vital public importance, I commend them to your earnest and 
exclusive attention. 

A. G. CURTIN. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, )} Hpars. DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
No. 183. § Harrisburg, Pa., August 9, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


5. All mounted and dismounted cavalry, belonging to Brigadier- 
General Averell’s command of the Department of West Virginia, in 
the Brandywine District, will be sent without delay to Harper’s Ferry, 
W. Va., under command of their own officers, and in case there are 
none, officers and a suitable guard will be detailed to take charge of 
them. The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary 
transportation. 

By command of Major-General Couch: 

J. 8S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WASHINGTON, August 10, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va.: 
General Augur has shown me your telegram* about General Grover’s 
command. It was directed by General Grant that this command gar- 
rison Washington until other troops could be sent here for that pur- 


ose. 
‘ H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., August 10, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 
Major Kellogg, commissary of subsistence, U. S. Army, will be 
ordered to report to you, as requested in your telegram of the 9th 


instant. 
is J. A. HARDIE, 
Colonel and Inspector- General. 


* See Sheridan to Augur, p. 761. 
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HARPER’S Ferry, W. VA., August 10, 1864—7.30 p.m. 
(Received 8.10 p. m.) 
Maj. T. T. ECKERT: 
Orderly just returned from front. General Sheridan near Berryville 
at4p.m. Had slight skirmishing with enemy as headvanced. Doing 
Ie 
ee G. J. LAWRENCE, 
Cipher Operator. 


City PoINT, August 10, 1864. 
(Received 10.30 p. m.) 
Captain LEET: 

We had some information here yesterday that troops, supposed to 
be over a regiment, left Richmond last Saturday eveuing by the Cen- 
tral railroad, going north. The attention of the men sent by Colonel 
Sharpe should be carefully drawn to them to ascertain which way these 
troops have passed from Gordonsville, and their number. 

T. S. BOWERS. 


CIRCULAR.| HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Berryville, Va., August 10, 1864. 
The three days’ rations drawn by the troops of this command before 
starting will be required to last four days from the date of issue, with 
such additional issue of fresh beef as may be necessary. The general 
headquarters to-night is established on the right of the turnpike going 
into Berryville, within 100 yards of the town. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
F. C. NEWHALL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY Drvisron, 
Berryville, Va., August 10, 1864. 
Corps and other independent commanders will have their commands 
in readiness to move at 5 a. m. to-morrow. Special instructions in 
regard to their movement will be sent during the night. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
F. C. NEWHALL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY Drtvision, 
Berryville, August 10, 1864, 

I. The command will move from its present position to-morrow morn- 
ing in the following order and at the following designated hours: 

If. The Sixth Corps will move at 5 o’clock and on the pike opposite 
General Wright’s headquarters until it arrives at a point where that 
pike intersects the Berryville pike; it will then oblique and cross the 
fields until it reaches the pike leading from Berryville to Winchester; 
then up that pike to the crossing of Opequon Creek. If the enemy’s 
infantry is encountered on this latter pike it will be driven across the 
creek and the crossing secured. 
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111. The Nineteenth Corps will move at 5 o’clock on thé Berryville 
pike until it reaches Berryville, when it will move on the Millwood pike 
for the distance of a mile, then turn to the right and move in the direction 
of Opequon Creek and parallel to the Berryville and Winchester pike, 
stiiking a dirt road leading to Opequon Creek. If it meets the enemy 
it will drive him across the creek and secure the crossing. 

IV. The command of General Crook will move at 5 o’clock across the 
country until it strikes the Millwood pike beyond the point where the 
Nineteenth Corps turns to the right, when it will march out the Millwood 
pike a mile and a half beyond where the Nineteenth Corps leaves said 
pike, and then turn to the right until it reaches a dirt road which leads 
to a crossing of Opequon Creek. Ifit meets any enemy in this move- 
ment it will drive him across the creek and secure the crossing. 

V. The cavalry force under command of Brigadier-General Torbert, 
excepting the brigade of Colonel Lowell, will move at 5 o’clock toward 
Winchester up the Millwood and Winchester pike until it reaches the 
crossing of Opequon Creek. If it meets any enemy in the movement it 
will drive him across the creek, secure the crossing, and open communi- 
cation with the left of General Crook’s command. 

VI. If, on arriving at Opequon Creek, no enemy is found the whole 
cavalry force, excepting Colonel Lowell’s command, will march in the 
direction of Stephensburg and secure that point if possible. -If itis 
found that the enemy has gone up the Valley from Winchester, the en- 
tire infantry force wili march in the direction of Stephensburg to sup- 
port the cavalry. 

VII. In case that the enemy’s infantry has moved from the posi- 
tion occupied this p. m., Colonel Loweill’s command will move across 
the country, via Limestone Ridge, until it reaches the dirt road that 
leads from Clifton to Winchester, when it will move up that road to 
the crossing of Opequon Creek, opening communication with the right 
of the Sixth Corps, which will be at or near the crossing of Opequon 
Creek, on the Berryville and Winchester pike. 

VIII. The general commanding especially requires of General Tor- 
bert that he threaten the road from Winchester to Strasburg, and as- 
certain if possible if there are any movements from Winchester up the 
Valley, and report fully all information obtained. 

IX. In the parallel movement of the corps to-morrow, corps com- 
manders will keep open communication with each other, and in case of 
being engaged with the enemy on this side of Opequon Creek, they will 
close in to the right in line of battle. 

X. The transportation permitted by General Orders, No. 2, will be 
subject to orders of corps commanders. 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper’s Ferry, August 10, 1864. (Received 8.50 a, m.) 
Maj. Gen, C. C. AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington : 
Send the balance of the Nineteenth Army Corps now in Washington 
to Harper’s Ferry. Direct General Grover to report his arrival to me 


here by letter. ais 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, 


462. OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. — [Cuar, LV. 


HARPER’S F'eRRY, W. VA., August 10, 1864—10 a.m. 
(Received 10.10 a. m.) 


Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
Washington, D. C.: 

General Sheridan has ordered concentration of the Eighth Illinois 
Cavalry at Muddy Branch to picket the river from Monocaecy to Wash- 
ington. The river is well guarded from the mouth of the Monocacy to 
Harper’s Ferry. Lowell has been attached (commanding a brigade) 
to Torbert’s division. He carries the Second Massachusetts Cavalry 
with him. General Sheridan desires Wilson’s division to organize and 
move as soon as practicable. I ieave here at 1 p.m. to-day. Captain 
Melvin, assistant adjutant-general, is left here in charge of the office— 
headquarters Middle Military Division. General Weber in command 
of detenses of Harper’s Ferry. 

J. H. TAYLOR, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 10, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that since last evening’s 
report the following wounded from the disaster at Fairfax Station have 
been brought in: Thirteenth New York Cavalry, five; Sixteenth New 
York Cavalry, three. Five men are known to have been killed, but 
their regiment cannot be ascertained, as they were buried. before our 
relieving party reached them. Capt. J. H. Fleming, Sixteenth New 
York Cavalry, in command, was killed. His body was found by the 
roadside, stripped of much of its clothing, and was brought into camp 
last evening and buried this morning in the old church yard at Falls 
Church. Captain McMenamin, Thirteenth New York Cavalry, had three 
balls through his clothing and a slight skin wound in the knee. A full 
report of the affair will be sent to-morrow. Nothing has been heard 
from a party of thirty men sent to Leesburg on Sunday last, and noth- 
ing from the party sent to reconnoiter in vicinity of Goose Creek. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS SIxtH CORPS, 
August 10, 1864, 
In accordance with orders from headquarters Middle Military Division, 
this corps will be held in readiness to move to-morrow at 5a.m. Special 
instruction in regard to the movement will be sent to-night, as soon as 
received from headquarters Middle Military Division. 
By command of Major-General Wright: 
C. A. WHITTIER, 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 10, 1864. 

1, Allcommanders will habitually remain with their division, brigade, 
or regiment, as the case may be, on. the march and in camp, and not 
leave them except upon permission from the corps commander, approved 
by the intermediate. 

2. The habitual order of march, unless otherwise ordered, will be to 
march one hour and halt ten minutes,and whenever a halt is made 
regiments of each brigade will double up in parallel columns and the 
ambulances, artillery, and wagons will habitually go into park to the 
right or left of the road if practicable, the object being to shorten the 
distance between the rear and head of the column. 

3. Whenever convenient the troops, instead of being marched upon 
the dusty road, will be marched upon the right and left of the road, 
and a staff officer will precede each column with instructions to have 
all obstructions removed. 

4. Whenever a fordable stream is to be crossed the men will be 
marched directly through without breaking step or column. 

5. Canteens will be habitually filled in the morning before starting 
on a march and at the noon halt. 

6. Division commanders will be held responsible for the execution of 
this order. 

By command of Brevet Major-General Emory: 

DUNCAN S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 10, 1864—11.30 p.m. 
Brigadier-General McINTOSH, 
Commanding First Brigade, Third Cavalry Division: 
GENERAL: You will detail two squadrons of your command to move 
at once as far as Great Falls, where they will find pontoon-boats, which 
they will escort by the line of the canal to Berlin or Harper’s Ferry. 
The escort will there rejoin the division at or near Major-General Sher- 
idan’s headquarters. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 10, 1864. 
Brigadier-General DUFFIE, 
Hancock: 

It is rumored that our troops occupy Martinsburg. Will you send a 
cavalry scout via Cherry Run to Hedgesville and ascertain if this is so. 
I wish to send down the timbers and a force to rgpair Back Creek 
bridge if Martinsburg is occupied. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HARPER’S FERRY, August 10, 1564. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

Your dispatch concerning men with General Kelley and notification 
of the capture of Major Green, chief engineer, General Early’s staff, 
received. Your report of engagement with McCausland and Johnson 
was received. General Kelley has been ordered to send the 400 men 
of Highth Ohio back to your command. 

J. W. FORSYTH, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


[HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, | 
August 10, 1864. 
General AVERELL: 

I have directed General Torbert to move to the Front Royal pike 
to-night; Lowell’s brigade to Summit Point. The infantry J will move 
to Summit Point and Berryville. I send out Captain O’Keeffe, of my 
staff, to see you. Give him all the items. 

Yours, truly, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HANCOCK, August 10, 1864—9.20 p.m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

Scout from Hedgesville has just returned. The enemy left that place 
yesterday, and they informed the citizens that they were going direct 
to Winchester. Citizens report that the enemy left Martinsburg this 
a.m. for Winchester. Will send scout up Back Creek Valley to Mar- 
tinsburg grade, then toward [sic], to ascertain the truth of report in 
the morning. 

HENRY N. HARRISON, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


NEW CREEK, August 10, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 8.15 p. m.) 
General B. F. KELLEY: 
Scouting party has just returned from within four miles of Romney. 
They could learn of no enemy there or in that region. 
ROBT. STEVENSON, 
Colonel. 


; CUMBERLAND, August 16, 1864. 
Colonel STEVENSON, 


New Creek: 

Send two companies of the Eleventh West Virginia, with a squad of 
cavalry, on a scout to Greenland Gap. Direct them to take five days’ 
rations. é 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HbdgQRks. FIRST SEPARATE Bric., EIGHTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Relay House, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, August 10, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. LyNDE CATLIN, © 
Assistant Inspector General, Highth Army Corps: 


_CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit. the following: report of loca- 
tion, condition, &c., of the various organizations of the First Separate 
Brigade, consisting of six companies of the First Regiment Eastern 
Shore Maryland Volunteers, eight companies of Eleventh Maryland 
Infantry, five companies Ninety-third New York State National Guard, 
One hundred and ninety-fifth Regiment (Pennsylvania) Volunteers, 
detachment of the One hundred and forty-fourth and One hundred and 
forty-ninth Ohio State National Guard; Company F, One hundred and 
forty-fourth Ohio State National Guard; Company A, First New Jer- 
sey State Militia; detachment Eighth Illinois Cavalry; detachment 
First Delaware Cavalry, and Rank’s (Pennsylvania) battery. These 
troops are distributed along the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road as follows: Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, Relay House, brigade 
headquarters. Fort Dix, Company A, First New Jersey Militia, 76. 
Relay House, five companies Ninety-third New York State National 
Guard, 193; two sections Battery H, Third Pennsylvania Artillery, 80; 
detachment One hundred and forty-fourth and One hundred and forty- 
ninth Ohio National Guard, 28. Fort Dix, detachment Eighth and 
Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, 29. Annapolis Junction (Washing- 
ton Branch), Company F, One hundred and forty-fourth Ohio State 
National Guard, 72. Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, Elysville, detach- 
ment One hundred and forty-fourth Ohio State National Guard, 60. 
Mount Airy, five companies Eleventh Maryland Infantry, 327. Mon- 
rovia, three companies and headquarters Eleventh Maryland Infantry, 
137; detachment First Delaware. Cavalry, 202. Monocacy Junction, 
One hundred and ninety-fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, 860; 
six companies First Eastern Shore Maryland Volunteers, 431; detach- 
ment Highth Illinois Cavalry, 128; one section Battery H, Third Penn- 
sylvania Artillery, 45. 

These detachments are all in good:order, considering that they are 
nearly all new troops and their term of service is so short, but they are 
very deficient in drill and under poor discipline. This is owing, in a 
great measure, to the detached condition of the command, and also to 
the officers, who are not at all well instructed in their duties. This is 
not the case with the Eighth Illinois Cavalry, First Delaware Cavalry, 
Rank’s battery, and First Eastern Shore Maryland Volunteers. These 
troops are well organized and able to perform good service. The hos- 
pital department of the various detachments is in bad condition, there 
not being sufficient medical officers to give proper attention to the sick. 
Since last report Rank’s (Pennsylvania) battery, One hundred and 
ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and detachment of First Delaware 
Cavalry have been assigned to the command. Captain McNulty, with 
detachment of First and Twenty-first New York Cavalry, has been 
ordered to report to Major-General Hunter. The general commanding 
is constantly engaged visiting the detachments, paying every attention 
to their wants, and using every endeavor to bring the troops to a proper 
degree of discipline and drill. 

Iam, colonel, with respect, your most obedient servant, 
FRANCIS I. D. WEBB, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Inspector-General. 
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Monocacy BRIDGE, August 10, 1864. 
Major-General. WALLACE: 

The only troops at Relay House that can be used to relieve the New 
Jersey men are the Ninety-third New York. Shall I direct them to 
garrison the fort or send a company from here? Rumors of rebels, but 
our scouts have seen none for past two days. Will you send the two 
companies of Eleventh Maryland now in Baltimore to Monrovia? iE 
think that post should be strengthened. I will name an officer to- 
morrow for Twelfth Maryland. They should be stationed at Hood’s Mill. 

KE. B. TYLER, 
Brigadier-General. 


BALTIMORE, August 10, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. E. B. TYLER, 
Monocacy Bridge, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad: 

If you can spare a company send it to Fort Dix; if not, put in some 
of the Ninety-third New York, and send a competent officer to com- 
mand. Will try and send you the two companies of the Eleventh 
Maryland. The Twelfth Maryland is nearly ready to move. 

By command, &c.: 

SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. MIDDLE DEPT., 8TH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 199, Baltimore, August 10, 1864. 

1. Paragraph 10, Special Orders, No.198, headquarters Middle Depart- 
ment, is hereby revoked. The One hundred and ninety-third Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Militia (100-days’ service), Col. John B. Clark 
commanding, will continue to report to Brig, Gen. H. H. Lockwood, 
commanding Third Separate Brigade. 

2. In accordance with order from the War Department the One hun- 
dred and ninety-second Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Militia (100- 
days’ service), Col. W. B. Thomas commanding, will be put en route at 
once to report to the commanding officer at Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 
The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary transporta- 
tion. Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. W. Morris is charged with the execution of 
this order. 

* * * * * * * 


6. Company A, Second Delaware Cavalry (thirty-days’ service), Capt. 
Robert Milligan commanding, will be put en route without delay to 
march to Wilmington, Del., to report to Maj. H. B. Judd, commanding 
at that post, there to be mustered out and paid off at the expiration of 
their term of service, in accordance with the mustering regulations of 
the army. Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwood is charged with the execution 
of this order. 

* * * * * * * 


8. The Fifth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, Col. G. 
H. Peirson commanding, is hereby transferred from the Third Separate 
Brigade to the Second Separate Brigade, and will report to Bvt. Brig. 
Gen. W, W, Morris, without delay, 
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9. Company A, First New Jersey State Militia (thirty-days’ service), 
Capt. R. H. Lee commanding, will be put en route to report to the 
commanding officer at Trenton, N. J., there to be mustered out and paid 
off at the expiration of their term of service, in accordance with the 
mustering regulations of the army. The quartermaster’s department 
will furnish the necessary transportation. Brig. Gen. HE. B. Tyler is 
charged with the execution of this order. 

By command of Major-General Wallace: ! 

SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Boston, August 10, 1864. 
(Received 3.30 p. m.) 
General J. B. Fry, 
Provost-Marshal-General: 

General Dix has requested me to keep the forts in Boston Harbor and 
our other ports on the coast fully garrisoned. For this purpose fourteen 
companies are required. Since. the withdrawal of the heavy artillery 
they have been garrisoned by three-months’ militia, who no sooner 
become accustomed to their duties than they are discharged. I desire 
authority to recruit fourteen companies of volunteers for one year on 
the same terms that one-year regiments were authorized, said companies 
for service at these posts. 

JOHN A. ANDREW, 
Governor of Massachusetts. 


City PoInT, VA., August 11, 1864. 


Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

I think it but a just reward for services already rendered that General 
Sherman be now appointed a major-general, W.S. Hancock and Sher- 
idan brigadiers in the Regular Army. There are three vacancies for 
major-generals and one for brigadier-general and Sherman’s promotion 
would make the second. All these officers have proven their worthi- 
ness for this advancement. I would also recommend the promotion of 
Brigadier-General Mower to fill the vacant volunteer major-generalship 
that would thus be created. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


[Aveusr 11, 1864.—For Sheridan to Halleck, reporting operations, 
&c., see p. 17. | 


CIRCULAR.| HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
On Opequon Creek, August 11, 1864. 
Corps and other independent commanders will have their commands 
in readiness to move at 5 a.m. to-morrow. Further special instructions 
will be sent to them during the night. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
F.C. NEWHALL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ) WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 266. Washington, August 11, 1864. 


1. Batteries A and F, First U. S. Artillery, now serving in the 
Department of Washington, will be temporarily consolidated and 
remounted. The commanding general Department of Washington is 
charged with the execution of this order. 


* * * * * * * 
By order of the Secretary of War: 


E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS, 
August 11, 1864. 

The corps will move, left in front, precisely at 5 o’clock this a. m., in 
the following order—first, First Division; second, Second Division; 
third, Reserve Artillery; fourth, Third Division; fifth, transportation 
allowed—on the pike, in front of which the troops now are, until it 
arrives ata point where that pike intersects the Berryville pike. It 
will then oblique and cross the fields until it reaches the pike leading 
from Berryville to Winchester, then up that pike to the crossing of 
Opequon Creek. If the enemy’s infantry is encountered on this latter 
pike it will be driven across the creek and the crossing secured. 

General Russell will throw out strong advance guards and flankers, 
and General Ricketts will detail a force sufficient to guard the trains. 
The pickets will be withdrawn by the corps officer of the day in time 
to join their respective divisions. 

By command of Major-General Wright: 


C. H. WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CoRPs, 
August 11, 1864, 
Division commanders will post such pickets as may be necessary for 
their security on the side toward Opequon Creek, and the Second and 
Third Divisions will also picket on their flank. The commanding 
officer of the Third Division will send one regiment on the Millwood 
and Winchester pike to picket that road at the crossing of the Opequon. 
By command of Major-General Wright: 5 
C. H. WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 11, 1864—1 p.m. 


Brigadier-General TORBERT, 
Chief of Cavalry, de.: 


GENERAL: General Crook’s command has been ordered to Parkins’ 
upper mill, on the Front Royal road. The Nineteenth Army Corps 
will also follow. Push your cavalry out toward Stephens City, if it 
can be done without fighting infantry, watching out well down the 
Front Royal road, as some of our trains will be parked at White Post. 
If General Custer should be pressed, General Crook will go to his sup- 
port after he reaches the Millwood pike. The Sixth Army Corps will 
move over to the Millwood pike. Colonel Lowell’s cavalry will move 
on Winchester. The major-general commanding will be with the Nine- 
teenth Army Corps. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 11, 1864—10.45 a.m. 


General MERRITT: 


I do not think it best to go beyond the Front Royal pike, for there 
is a good force of infantry in front of Custer, and they would move 
down and cut you off. If possible occupy the pike and send up a party 
toward Winchester, and if they can get about three [miles] from the 
Double toll-gate, it might warrant sending a small party toward New- 
town. Send me back now about every fifteen minutes how things are 
going. There is firing with Custer, but he has sent no report. I have 
directed him not to engage their infantry till I can hear from you. 

Yours, &c., 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 11, 1864—11.15 p.m. 


General MERRITT: 


I will withdraw all of Custer’s except one regiment. General Crook’s 
infantry wil! go out on the road you are on. The head of the column 
is about a mile from this pike. Do not allow them to turn you. Ifyou 
have to fall back, come back on the road you went out on. I send you 
the last dis awh from € neral Sheridan.* 

Yours, &e., 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Cavalry. 


* See Forsyth to Torbert, 1 p.m., second, ante. 
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Avueustr 11, 1864—8.30 a. m. 
Brigadier-General MERRIT’, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: I met the rebel pickets on the edge of the woods, and 
drove them in. Weare skirmishing through the woods, but the rebels 
are retreating toward Newtown. Twenty-nine wagons loaded with 
harvest passed here for Newtown early this morning. 


Very respectfully, yours 
: : DI CESNOLA, 
Colone. Fourth New York Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS First NEw YORK DRAGOONS, 
August 11, 1864. 
Capt. WILLIAM H. H. Emmons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Reserve Brigade: 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that I have met a force of the 
enemy, which I judge to be about 1,000 strong. Have driven them 
thus far, but it is hard work. They are both mounted and dismounted, 
and the sound of drums can be distinctly heard. My whole force is 
in, and they extend beyond both my flanks. My scouts report the rear 
of a force on my left moving up the valley. I judge that | am about 
one mile from Newtown. 
Respectfully, yours, 
RUFUS SCOTT, 
Major, Commanding First New York Dragoons. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALKY DIVISION, 
August 11, 1864. 
Colonel CESNOLA: 

Instead of moving to Newtown, as directed in verbal instructions, 
you will go to White Post and halt with your main command, sending 
a reconnaissance to the Front Royal and Winchester pike. Remain at 
White Post until further orders, sending in frequent written reports. 

Respectfully, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadicr-General, Commanding. 


While at White Post look well to your flank in the direction of the 
mountains—Millwood. 
Respectfully, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier- General. 


HAncock, MD., August 11, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. W. Forsy tx, 
Chief of Staff, Harper’s Ferry: 

Would it not be well to semd all officers and men of my division at 
or near Harper’s Ferry to this point, with a sufficient number of equip- 
ments in wagons? I can procure horses here. They could also bring 
the Spencer carbines for my division, Answer. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
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HANCOCK, MD., August 11, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, = be sete 
Cumberland : 

General Sheridan has directed the detachment of the Eighth Ohio at 
Beverly to join my command. Will you please hasten them forward 
as rapidly as possible and inform me how soon they can be here. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


aes af CUMBERLAND, August 11, 1864, 

Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Hancock: 

General Sheridan certainly did not understand the importance of 
guarding the Cheat Mountain pass, or he would not have exposed the 
people of West Virginia to the incursions of guerrillas and robbers by 
ordering away the Eighth Ohio without giving me some troops to take 
their place. I have remonstrated against the execution of the order, 
asking that it may be suspended for the present. 

Bo KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


NEw CREEK, [August] 11, 1864. 
Capt. WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Got all off but the Twenty-second Pennsylvania, which will go in the 
morning. Battery will go to-day. Will go down myself. vill leave 


Morris here. 
T. GIBSON 


Major. 


Hancock, MD., August 11, 1864. 
Captain Roya, U.S. Army, 
Harrisburg, Pa.: 

Please send all officers and men with you of the First, Second, and 
Third Virginia, Fourteenth Pennsylvania, Eighth Ohio, First New 
York, and Twenty-second Pennsylvania, mounted and dismounted, 
at once to Hancock, Md. Answer. Where is Brown and train? 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE CAVALRY CAMP, 
Pleasant Valley, Md., August 11, 18564—10 p.m. 


Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Division: 

GENERAL: [have at last succeeded in learning the whereaborts of 
the division since the late engagement at Moorefield, and send this 
through by special courier to-night to try and find you. Iam, bya 
temporary order from General Sheridan, commanding all the reserve 
mounted and the dismounted men of his military division encamping 
in Pleasant Valley, but have permission to join the forces in the field 
on your arrival here. The command is growing to be a very large one 


772 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. — [Omar. LY. 


and the duties very laborious. Everything pertaining to our division 
here is mounted, armed, and equipped, ready to take the field, this 
being the only mounted command here. There are some 200 men in 
all. Lieutenant Torbit [?], Third Virginia, has just reported with 120 
mounted men from Carlisle in addition to the previous number, and I 
will have him fitted for the field to-morrow morning. Hereports Major 
Hambleton, Second Virginia, with 400 dismounted men, on the road here 
from Hagerstown. Our division train is at Greencastle. Major Gar- 
land [2] goes to-morrow morning to bring it here. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Blakely, with 200 mounted men, is with General Merritt, ready to join 
you on your arrival there. North is here, but goes away for ordnance 
to-morrow noon. General Sheridan is between Charlestown and Berry- 
ville, and expects an engagement to-morrow. Duffié is at Halltown 
to-night. He says you “ gobbled” some of his men. 

I have labored very hard, general, since my absence, but in all my 
labors have had an eye single to our division. It has been well cared 
for and fitted out. Please send me any word or instructions in advance 
of your arrival. I hope to join you here. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Colonel. 


HpgRs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper’s Ferry, Va., August 11, 1864—12 m. 
(Received 2.10 p. m.) 


Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General of Major-General Sheridan: 

Srr: I have information, from a source always found reliable, that 
re-enforcements under Hill and Longstreet are within five days’ march 
of Early’s present position, moving up the Valley; that, if attacked, 
Early proposes to show fight and retire until a junction can be formed 
with the advancing forces. Mosby is already between Harper’s Ferry 
and your command, and last night captured and paroled the Tribune 
correspondent, as he reports. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 11, 1864—10 a. m. 


Lieutenant-Colonel ForsyTH, 
Chief of Staff, Harper's Ferry: 

Your telegram dated yesterday just received. I respectfully repre- 
sent that the detachment of the Eighth Ohio at Beverly are holding 
the Cheat Mountain pass, and if withdrawn will leave the region west 
of this point open to the incursion of guerrilla bands. I therefore ask 
that the order be suspended until a force can be had to relieve this 
detachment. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 
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BALTIMORE, August 11, 1864—1 p.m. 
(Received 1.30 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 

A scout named Marsh, sent out by Brigadier-General Tyler, has re- 
turned from Virginia and reports as follows: The enemy came 30,000 
strong. They now have 15,000 cavalry, the latter under General 
Vaughn. The officers and men he saw knew of no re-enforcements. 
He brings a rebel flag, taken while in the mountains near them. The 
divisions of the enemy are commanded by Ramseur, Rodes, Gordon, 
Breckinridge, and Vaughn. Breckinridge has but 5,000 men. Marsh 
will be able to report the condition of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
He brought four deserters from the rebels with him and delivered them 
to General Duffié. Thinking him reliable I have sent him to Major- 
General Sheridan. 

LEW. WALLACE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


BALTIMORE, MD., August 11, 1864. 
(Received 11.30 a. m.) 
Major VINCENT: 
The One hundred and ninety-sixth Pennsylvania Militia Volunteers 
left at 7 p. m. yesterday for Chicago, Ill. 
LEW. WALLACE, 
Major-General. 


BALTIMORE, MD., August 11, 1864. 
(Received 11.30 a. m.) 
Major VINCENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

The One hundred and ninety-seventh Pennsylvania and Sixtieth 
Massachusetts Militia left this a.m. at 8 o’clock. The One hundred 
and ninety-second Pennsylvania Militia will leave at 12 m. to-day. 

LEW. WALLACE. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDgrs. MIDDLE DEP?’., 8TH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 200. § Baltimore, August 11, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

7. Companies E and H, Eleventh Maryland Infantry, will be put en 
route without delay to report to Brig. Gen. E. B. Tyler, at Monrovia, 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. They will be supplied with sixty rounds 
of cartridges per man and three days’ rations. The quartermaster’s 
department will furnish the necessary transportation. Brig. Gen. H. 
H. Lockwood is charged with the execution of this order. 


By command of Major-General Wallace: 
SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


TTA OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [CHap. LV. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Harrisburg, Pa., August 11, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: The day I left this place for Pittsburg, August 1, I created 
the District of the Brandywine, which included from the Cumberland 
Valley to Philadelphia, and assigned General Cadwalader to the com- 
mand. The emergency having passed, it seems proper, together with 
other reasons, to discontinue that district, but before doing so I would 
like to know if it is the intention of the War Department to continue 
General Cadwalader in command of defenses of Harrisburg. There 
does not seem to be any necessity for his being here now, although it is 
perfectly agreeable for me to have him. My opinion is that after the 
district is broken up he would prefer returning to Philadelphia, where, 
in my opinion, his presence is demanded. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Harrisburg, Pa., August 11, 1864, 


Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

COLONEL: I respectfully state, in consequence of being absent at 
Chambersburg and McConnellsburg, I did not see the message* of His 
Excellency Governor A. G. Curtin, of the 9th instant, to the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, until this evening. Therein is a copy of a letter 
addressed by me to the honorable Secretary of War, dated Harrisburg, 
July 22, 1864, which came into the Governor’s possession and was pub- 
lished in this manner: He applied for a copy of my communication to 
the Secretary on the subject of organizing the border militia. I tele- 
graphed to Maj. John 8. Schultze, assistant adjutant-general, the fol- 
owing: 


PITTSBURG, August 4, 1864—9 a.m. 
Major SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Harrisburg : 


Give the Governor a copy of my-letter or plan to organize the militia of the border 
counties with his indorsement. 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


A copy of the letter as above was sent to him by mistake, as accom- 
panying the plan with his indorsement, when only the plan was 
intended to have been furnished. This is a matter of regret to me, as 
my official letters and reports to the War Department are never given 
to any parties. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 


* Ante, p. 751. 
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Ciry Porn, VA., August 12, 1864—9 a. m. 
Recei 
Major-General HALLECK, aia +o 
Washington, D. C.: 

Inform Sheridan that it is now certain two divisions of infantry have 
gone to Early and some cavalry and twenty pieces of artillery. This 
movement commenced last Saturday night. He must be cautious and 
act now on the defensive until movements here force them to detach to 
send this way. LEarly’s force, with this increase, cannot exceed 40,000, 
but this is too much for Sheridan to attack. Send Sheridan the re- 
maining brigade of the Nineteenth Corps. I have ordered to Wash- 
ington all the 100-days’ men. Their time will soon be out, but for the 
present they will do to stand in the defenses.* 

Uo. GEA NT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


City Point, August 12, 1864—7 p. m. 
(Received 11 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

I get constant reports of an intention on the part of the rebels to 
land arms at Point Lookout to arm the prisoners confined there to aid 
their escape. I do not think the plan very feasible, but it is proba- 
bly advisable that they should all be removed to places farther north 
and more secure. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


{[AuGUST 12, 1864.—For Sheridan to Halleck, reporting operations, 
see p. 18.] 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
On Opequon Creek, August 12, 1864. 

The following are the orders for the movement of the command at 
5 a. m. to-day: 

General Wright will order one brigade of the Sixth Corps via the 
Millwood pike to Winchester, to occupy that place until the arrival of 
the trains. The cavalry will follow up the enemy via Stephensburg and 
Middletown, and will annoy the enemy and, if possible, get in his rear 
and destroy his trains, We. 

The command of General Crook will move to Middletown and follow 
in pursuit of the enemy, attacking his rear should occasion offer and 
driving him down the Valley. 

The Nineteenth Army Corps will move from its present camp, follow- 
ing the command of General Crook to Middletown, taking position, 
unless otherwise ordered, on the left of the Strasburg pike. 

The Sixth Army Corps will move in rear of the Nineteenth Army 
Corps as far as the Front Royal pike, thence move via Stephensburg 
to Middletown and go into position, unless otherwise ordered, on the 
right of the Strasburg pike. 


* As quoted by Sheridan, see p. 43. 


776 OPERATIONS INN. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. — [Cuap. LV. 


General Crook will advance as far as Cedar Creek, go into position, 
and await the arrival of the Sixth and Nineteenth Army Corps at Mid- 
dletown. : 

General Torbert will send out strong parties in the direction of Front 
Royal, the town of Cedar Creek, and Fawcett’s Gap, and obtain mfor- 
mation in regard to the eiemy’s movements. The trains of the com- 
mand will be moved to Stephensburg after all the troops have passed, 
and await the orders of the corps commanders. ; ’ 

The headquarters of the commanding general will be with the Nine- 
teenth Army Corps. 

By command of Major-Geveral Sheridan: 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


WASHINGTON, August 12, 1864. 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Commanding : 

GENERAL: Major-General Halleck directs that you order the divis- 
ion of the Nineteenth Corps, General Grover commanding, to join the 
command of General Sheridan by way of Snicker’s Gap. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CEDAR CREEK, W. VA., August 12, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
(Received 8 p. m. 14th.) 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington : 

The major-general commanding has ordered all the Eighth Illinois 
Cavalry now serving in the Middle Department to concentrate at 
Muddy Branch in your department. General Wallace has been 
ordered to send them there without delay. Collect all that are in your 
department at the same point, and order the regiment to operate on the 
south side of the Potomac and well up toward Middleburg, making 
frequent reports of any reliable information that they obtain in refer- 
ence to any movements of the enemy, and to exterminate as many of 
Mosby’s gang as they can. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 


Point OF Rocks, August 12, 1864. 
(Received Washington 2.30 p.m.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR: 

The rebels, not over 400 strong, still continue to rob the Union men 
of Loudoun. Can you not send that cavalry force that is now en- 
camped in Montgomery County, Md., to Loudoun County? Let them 
subsist off the country. Give certificates to loyal men, but none to 
disloyal. They can subsist from 1,500 to 2,000 cavalry for one or two 
months, or perhaps longer. Provisions for men are not so plentiful. 
The Union men would rather your cavalry would get their produce for 
nothing and haul it rather than the rebels should have it. You ean 
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relieve a strietly loyal people who will give you every aid in their 
power if you do so, Order a squad of the Rangers with each regiment. 
They know who are loyal and disloyal. 

JAS. M. DOWNEY. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 12, 1864, 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAyLor, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report the return of the scouting 
party sent out under Major Frazar through the vicinity of Fairfax Sta- 
tion, Chantilly, Herndon Station, Frying Pan, Dranesville, &c, They 
saw no force of the enemy. One corporal and four men, selected as 
scouts to go above Thoroughfare Gap, were attacked last night about 
Frying Pan, and were driven back to camp. Intelligence has been 
received from the party sent to the vicinity of Leesburg. On attempt- 
ing to return they found the fords of Goose Creek guarded by White’s 
and Mosby’s men, and they turned back and went into Point of Rocks. 
They have not yet returned here, but will bein to-day, probably. I 
beg to call your attention to the report of the board of investigation, 
called to examine into the facts of the late disaster at Fairfax Station. 
I have to say that since the necessity has existed here for a constant 
examination of the country toward the Rappahannock and Blue Ridge 
in at least two directions | have resorted to the expedient (in the entire 
absence of single scouts conversant with the country) of sending small 
parties of from twenty-five to forty men each to obtain the information 
desired. ‘These parties have always been instructed to move at night 
as rapidly as possible in the desired direction, resting by day, and 
concealing themselves from any force unless they were confident of 
success in attacking it. Ihave also set aside a number of men most 
conversant with the country as scouts, to relieve as much as possible 
the brigade from heavy details for parties of observation. On the 
occasion of the attack at Fairfax Court-House, one of the parties had 
been ordered to the vicinity of Warrenton and the Rappahannock, and 
the other to the section between Thoroughfare Gap and Aldie. These 
parties met at Fairfax Station, and were attacked at that point by a 
force not equal to their own, and by a misapplication of their weapons 
were totally routed. While the proceedings of the board fully detail 
the disaster, they contain much relating to the duties of the men of the 
brigade, rendered very severe from the unusually sinall number of 
men for duty. Iinclose a statement,* and I invite your attention to 
it, in connection with the accompanying proceedings. 

The scouting parties and parties of observation sent out have been 
small in numbers because of the constant demand upon the men. It 
is certain that the duty assigned to this command cannot be done 
effectively with the present force. A small scouting party sent to 
Warrenton and the Rappahannock has returned, reporting that trains 
are running (irregularly, however) to Culpeper. No increase of force 
is believed to be in that vicinity that heretofore has not been reported. 
Mosby’s loss at Fairfax Station he reported at Fairfax Court-House as 
being one lieutenant and two men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


* Not found. 
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WASHINGTON, 1). C., August 12, 1864—3 p.m. 


Brig. Gen. J. BARNES, 
Point Lookout : 

It is reported that arms have been sent from Richmond to some points 
on the Potomac or bay for the use of prisoners at Point Lookout, and 
attempts will be made to smuggle them across. This matter should 
receive your careful attention. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS, 
August 12, 1864—6.05 a.m. 


This command will move at once, left in front, in rear of the Nine- 
teenth Corps as far as the Front Royal pike, thence via Stephensburg 
to Middletown, and go into position on the right of the Strasburg pike. 
First, Second Division; second, Third Division; third, artillery in 
reserve, and trains; tourth, First Division. 

Brigadier-General Russell, commanding First Division, will order one 
brigade of his division, via the Millwood pike to Winchester, to occupy 
that place until the arrival of the trains. Pickets will be withdrawn 
by the division commanders. 

By command of Major-General Wright: 

- C. A. WHITTIER, 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS, 
August 12, 1864—6 a.m. 

This division will be held in readiness to move at 7.30 this a. m. 
Order of march: Second Brigade; Captain McCartney’s battery; First 
Brigade. 

The Third Brigade, Colonel Edwards commanding, will move via the 
Millwood pike to Winchester, to occupy that place until the arrival of 
the train. The troops will be moved left in front. 

By command of Brigadier-General Russell: 

HENRY R. DALTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22p ARMY CORPS, 

August 12, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. C. GROVER, 

Commanding Division, Nineteenth Corps : 

GENERAL: In accordance with instructions from headquarters of the 
army, the major-general commanding directs that, with your division, 
you join the command of Major-General Sheridan by the way of 
Snicker’s Gap. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hp@rs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CoRPS, 
August 12, 1864. 
Brigadier-General WILson, 
Commanding Division, Cavalry Corps: 
GENERAL: In accordance with instructions from headquarters of the 
army the major-general commanding directs that you hold in readiness 
a good and reliable regiment of your command to escort Colonel Chip- 
man, aide-de-camp, bearer of dispatches to Major-General Sheridan. 
The regiment should be fully provided with ammunition, and, if neces- 
sary, sufficient must be taken from other regiments to complete its 
supply. The escort will take the shortest route to and through 
Snicker’s Gap. Colonel Chipman will reach your headquarters this 
p- m., and it is desirable that there be no delay in the movement of the 
regiment after he reports. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—_——s— 


CIRCULAR. | Hpgrs. THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 12, 1864. 
The command will move out on the road toward Washington at 6. p. 
m. to-day in the following order: First Brigade, General McIntosh, with 
Fitzhugh’s battery, ambulances, ammunition, forage, and subsistence 
trains; Second Brigade, General Chapman, with Pennington’s battery. 
Brigade commanders will leave responsible officers at Camp Stone- 
man to superintend and expedite the remounting of the rest of the dis- 
mounted meu of their commands, to rejoin the division with these de- 
tachments as soon as mounted. One officer to every fifty men will be 
sufficient. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR. | Hpgrs. THIRD Division, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 12, 1864—5 p.m. 
The command will be in readiness to move at precisely 7 this p. m. in 
the following order: first, First Brigade, General McIntosh, with 
Fitzhugh’s battery, followed by the ambulance, ammunition, forage, 
and subsistence trains; second, Second Brigade, General Chapman, with 
Pennington’s battery. All men not fully able yet to march with the 
command will be left at Camp Stoneman, under charge of one officer to 
every fifty men. They will expedite the remounting and equipping of 
these men and rejoin the command as quickly as possible. The line of 
march will be through Washington, over the Chain Bridge, to Leesburg. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hoers. Mintrary Disrrict oF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper’s Ferry, Va., August 12, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. J.. W. ForRSyTH, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division: 

Sir: Your order relating to the repairing of the telegraph line to 
Martinsburg was received. Men will come from Baltimore to-day to 
replace the poles, and the wires will be here to-morrow morning. The 
line will be completed as soon as possible. The timber for the railroad 
bridge is here, and the bridge will be in working order to-morrow.. Ie 
shall commence repairing the pontoon bridge to-morrow, and afterward 
use it only in case of necessity. Would it be advisable to repair the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad between here and Hancock? I shall put 
the railroad between here and Halltown in repair at once, as it will be 
impossible for the army to draw their supplies from the Ferry proper, 
on account of the want of room for loading the teams. The train can 
load at Halltown. Can I be informed of the probable number of horses 
for which the post quartermaster will be called upon to furnish forage? 
He is now receiving 5,000 bushels of grain daily, and that number is not 
sufficient for the calls upon him. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier- General. 


BALTIMORE, August 12, 1864. 
(Received 12.45 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Our engineer, who visited Harper’s Ferry at 6 last p. m., reports 
that General Weber is in command there. Pickets have only been 
sent as far as two miles west of Harper’s Ferry, and General Weber 
states that the time of his entire force, excepting eighty men, namely, 
three regiments of 100-days’ men, will expire on Monday next, and that 
he, therefore, will have no power to protect or assist in reopening the 
road. The time of the chief part of the forces, which consist of 100- 
days’ men, under General Kelley, at Cumberland, also expires in a few 
days. Ihave ordered men and materials to the destroyed portions of 
the road east and west, and the company is prepared to proceed with 
the rapid reconstruction of the line the moment the requisite military 
protection is afforded.. The force of the enemy is reported to consist 
only of small bands, moving rapidly from point to point in the country 
betwixt Harper’s Ferry and Back Creek. I trust such re-enforcements 
can be promptly given General Kelley as will restore to the Government 
and the country at an early period the great advantage of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad. 1 hope General Sheridan will have it in his power 
to detail at once an effective force for this purpose. General Averell 
Is reported as moving with his cavalry from Cumberland to Harper’s 
Ferry by turnpike, and is expected to arrive at the latter point to-day 
or to-morrow. If his command or a portion of it could be used to take 
possession of Martinsburg and protect the neighboring territory the 
desired objects could be accomplished. 

J, W. GARRETT, 
President. 
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; SUMBERLAND, August 12, 1864, 
Brevet Major-General Croox: 

The term of service of all the troops I have between Piedmont and 
Sleepy Creek expires in a few days, except small detachments of the 
Sixth and Eleventh West Virginia. Infantry. Governor Brough is 
extremely anxious the 100-days’ men be promptly senthome. Will you 
send troops to relieve them? I would prefer Virginia troops, because 
of their acquaintance with the people and the geography of the country. 
The people here are anxious to have the Second Maryland sent back. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


HANCOCK, August 12, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY: 
Detachment of my cavalry in Martinsburg yesterday. Enemy’s 
stragglers retired through Bunker Hill day before. 
W. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 12, 1864, 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 
Have the promise that everything will be forwarded to-day. Shall 
remain until certain, unless’ you order me to Hancock. 
J. A. BYERS, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS,) WAR DEpY., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No, 268. j Washington, August 12, 1864. 
25. Capt. William R. Howe, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, 
will report in person without delay to Brigadier-General Averell, U.S. 
Volunteers, for assignment to duty. 
* * * * & % * 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. MIDDLE DEP’., 8tH ARMY Corps, 
No. 201. } Baltimore, August 12, 1864. 
1. Capt. T. M. Bartholomee, commanding detachment Twelfth Mary- 
land Infantry (100-days’ service), is hereby ordered to put his command 
en route without delay to proceed to Hood’s Mills, Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, there to await orders from Brig. Gen, E. B. Tyler, commandin g 
First Separate Brigade. The quartermaster’s department will furnish 
the necessary transportation. 
* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Wallace: , 
SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Harrisburg, Pa., August 12, 1864. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that the interests of the serv- 
ice [require] that a district should be formed of the mountain region, 
including from Cumberland Valley on the east to Laurel Hill on the 
west. The civil officers in the lower part of this section are hostile to 
the Government, as well as a large number of the inhabitants. There 
are other reasons purely military which demand it. I am informed 
that Brig. Gen. O. S. Ferry, of General Butler’s command, has a division, 
the term of service of which will expire this month. If he canbe spared 
without detriment to the service I should like to have him; if not, 
please send me an officer who is energetic, temperate, discreet, and with 
good common sense. Such a one would be of as much value to the 
country on this duty as though he commanded a brigade in the field. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DN: COUCH, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HDaQRN. DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
No. 185. Harrisburg, Pa., August 12, 1864. 


4, Maj. Gen. George Cadwalader, U. S. Volunteers, commanding 
Brandywine District, will send without delay one company of 100-days’ 
infantry from Chambersburg, Pa., to Scranton, Pa., with orders to 
report to Capt. S. N. Bradford, provost-marshal Twelfth Congressional 
District of Pennsylvania, for duty. The quartermaster’s department 
will furnish the necessary transportation. 

5. Maj. Gen. George Cadwalader, U. 8S. Volunteers, commanding 
Brandywine District, will send without delay the company of 100-days’ 
infantry now at, Fort Washington to Chambersburg, Pa., with orders 
to report to Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, commanding First Battalion 
(100-days’) Pennsylvania Volunteers, at that place. The quartermas- 
ter’s department will furnish the necessary transportation. 

6. Maj. Gen. George Cadwalader, U. 8. Volunteers, commanding 
Brandywine District, will send without delay by railroad twelve mounted 
men with their horses, under command of a reliable non-commissioned 
officer, from Capt. George D. Stroud’s. company of mounted men for 
100-days’ service (now at Chambersburg), with orders to report to Capt. 
S. N. Bradford, provost-marshal Twelfth Congressional District of 
Pennsylvania, for duty. The quartermaster’s department will furnish 
the necessary transportation. 

7, Capt. C. N. Turnbull, Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army, having 
completed the duties assigned him in paragraph 1, Special Orders, 
No. 177, from these headquarters, dated August 1, 1864, is hereby re- 


epee from duty.as chief engineer of the Department of the Susque- 
anna. 


By command of Major-General Couch: 
JNO. 8, SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Cedar Creek, August 13, 1864—7.30 a.m. (Received 14th.) 
.Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point: 

I was unable to get south of Early, but will push him up the Valley. 
Reports from citizens here, Washington, and Harper’s Ferry report 
Longstreet’s corps coming this way trom Staunton, but I still rely on 
your telegram that it is not so. There is nothing in the Valley but 
wheat and a few fine mules. The sum total of all Early’s transporta- 
tion is 250 wagons. He has not sent off or accumulated any supplies. 
He was simply living off the country. The Sixth Corps now occupies 
Strasburg. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


CEDAR CREEK, VA., August 13, 1864—10 p. m. 
(Received 16th.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, Comdg. Armies of the United States: 


Your dispatch of August 12 received.* At the time the Sixth Army 
Corps was occupying the heights of Strasburg the enemy had taken 
position about three miles beyond and near the base of Signal Mountain. 
It did not appear that there was more there than their rear guard, with 
about twelve pieces of artillery. I was making preparations to attack 
them when your dispatch arrived. It did not appear as though they 
would make a stand, and looked more like an invitation for me to fol- 
low them up. I did not think it best to do so, and have taken position 
on the south side of Cedar Creek. All the reports that I hear, and 
have been hearing for some days, confirm your telegram that Long- 
street is in the Valley, and that Fitz Lee’s cavalry is making its way 
up the country and when last heard from was at Orange Court-House. 
So far as I have been able to see, there is not a military position in this 
Valley south of the Potomac. The position here is a very bad one, as I 
cannot cover the numerous roads that lead in on both of my flanks to 
therear. I am not aware that you knew where my command was when 
you ordered me to take up the defensive. I should very much like to 
have your advice. Early accumulated no supplies in this section of the 
Valley. His trains were very much magnified, and will not number 
more than 250 wagons. He left at Winchester about seventy-five 
wounded. There were no supplies accumulated there. I have a large 
number of 100-days’ men whose terms of service expire in a few days. 
Can they be made to serve for a Jonger period or shall I allow them to 
be mustered out? Mosby attacked the rear of my train this morning, 
en route here from Harper’s Ferry, and burned six wagons. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 13, 1864. 
(Via Harper’s Ferry.) 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 
General Wilsow’s cavalry division moved out eleven miles last night. 
Grover’s division, of the Nineteenth Corps, will move to-day by Snick- 


er’s Gap. 
“ H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


SSL 


an eee le ee 


* See Grant to Halleck, 9 a. mn., p. Td. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpers. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 11. j Cedar Oreek, Va., August 13, 1864. 


Capt. E. V. Sumner, First U.S. Cavalry, special inspector of cavalry. 
for Department of West Virginia, until further orders will make 
his headquarters at Harper’s Ferry and take special control of the 
mounted cavalry and also the dismounted cavalry, or that portion 
of it which in his opinion should be remounted. He will consult with 
General Weber, commanding post, who will render all the assistance 
necessary to fit these men for the field. He will keep as many officers 
at the dismounted camp as are absolutely necessary to keep up the 
discipline of the same, and order all other officers and men to join their 
regiments as fast as they arrive. General Weber will forward to these 
headquarters tri-weekly reports of the dismounted camp. 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: ; 

E. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Near Cedar Oreek, August 13, 1864. 
I. On the arrival of the army trains this evening corps commanders 
will have the trains of their respective commands parked in rear of 
their corps. 
If. As soon as the trains arrive corps commanders will cause three 
days’ rations to be issued to their commands, which must last four days. 
III. All wagons emptied by the issue of supplies will be loaded at the 
different corps headquarters with the sick and wounded of the corps. 
IV. The wagons, as soon as the sick are loaded, will be moved to the 
rear and parked preparatory to being sent to Harper’s Ferry, under 
escort, for supplies. The corps quartermasters will report to the acting 
chief quartermaster at these headquarters as soon as the sick, &c., are 
loaded, and will be notified by him when the trains are to be parked. 
By command of Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan: 
kK. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ALEXANDRIA, August 13, 1864. 
(Received 8.25 p. m.) 
Colonel TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-@eneral: 
The patrols report all quiet to-day. Citizens report a few’ guerrillas 
near Fairfax Court-House to-day. 
H. H. WELLS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General. 


IILADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 13, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 
_ COLONEL: I have the honor to report everything quiet in this vicin- 
ity. Beyond this, I have nothing to report. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Commanding Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 13, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. Tayior, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report the return of the force sent 
above Leesburg—to the west and north of it. No considerable body of 
the enemy is reported in that vicinity. Mosby, with 300 men, passed 
through Waterford on Sunday last from the mountains, and went 
toward Upperville. Lieutenant Hutchinson, commanding the party, 
captured two prisoners. Itis reported that there are through this and 
the adjoining counties many wandering fellows turned loose with passes, 
like that inclosed,* to remount themselves; the duty is styled “horse 
detail.” We have captured some half dozen of them recently. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Commanding Brigade. 


SALISBURY, Mb., August 13, 1804, 
Capt. GEORGE V. MASSEY, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

The Pocomoke Sound and River and the Annemessex swarm with 
armed pirates and blockaderunners. A gun-boat should be at once sent 
to those waters. Corpl. Bb. Paradise and three of ny men yesterday, 
between Shelltown, on Pocomoke, and mouth of Annemessex, captured 
four boats and contents and six prisoners, among them the noted 
deserter Stewart Tingle. To-day the corporal telegraphs that an 
armed gang recaptured three of the boats and two of my guards, 
Henry Swift and Littleton D. Davis. The prisoners will be here to-day. 
Telegraph me fully. 

G. W. P. SMITH, 
Captain Smith’s Independent Maryland Cavalry, Comdg. Post. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS SIxTH CORPS, 
August’ 13, 1864—6.45 a.m. 
The corps will move at once on the receipt of this order, left in front, 
to Strasburg, where it will take position and await further orders, 
The following will be the order of march: first, Third Division; sec- 
ond, First Division; third, artillery in reserve; fourth, Second Divis- 
ion; fifth, trains. 
The pickets will he withdrawn under direction of the corps ofticer of 
the day in time to enable them to join their respective divisions, 
By command of Major-General Wright: 
C. H. WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MrppLE MILiIraARy DIvISion, 
Cedur Creek, Va., August 13, 1864. 


Brevet Major-General EMory, Comdg. Nineteenth Army Corps: 
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commander will turn over the trains to Brigadier-General Kenly, and 
will remain at Winchester and garrison that place with his command 
until further orders. The brigade commander detailed by you will, 
between this point and Winchester, have supreme control and manage- 
ment of the train, and will be held responsible for its safe arrival at 
‘Winchester. 
Tam, very respectfally, your obedient servant, 
. JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Norn.—The officer commanding brigade detailed will report at these 
headquarters at 5 a. m. to-morrow in person. 


CAMP NEAR MIDDLETOWN, VA., August 13, 1864. 
Capt. A. J. MCGONNIGLE, 
Chief Quartermaster, Dept. Middle Military Division : 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of my report 
in relation to the movements of the transportation of the army. 

The trains started from Bolivar at 10.30 a.m., August 12, and were or- 
dered to march in the following order: First, Sixth Corps trains; second, 
Nineteenth Corps trains; third, Army of Department of Virginia trains; 
fourth, Cavalry Division trains. The Sixth and Nineteenth Corps left 
in regular order, followed by the Army of Department of Virginia trains, 
but, for some unexplained reason, the cavalry trains did not get into 
position as promptly as they should have done, and did not leave 
Bolivar until 4 p.m. About one mile before reaching Berryville the 
trains halted to water, and then moved on at about 11.30 p.m. While 
the trains were pulling out the Cavalry Division trains came up, 
unhitched, and fed, without orders. When their turn came to start 
they were not ready, with the exception of the new brigade train, under 
charge of Lieutenant Pinkham, acting assistant quartermaster, which 
I ordered on, and proceeded to raise the officers in charge of the other 
cavalry trains, ordering them to start immediately. Much time was 
lost in getting them off, and at about 4 a.m. I discovered that the 
Reserve Brigade (in charge of Lieutenant Dean) was not ready, and no 
officer could be found in charge of said train, not even a wagon-inaster. 
I immediately commenced awakening the drivers myself, and had them 
nearly ready to start,when we were fired upon by a party of about 100 
men with one piece of artillery. They opened upon us with two shells, 
and prepared to charge. It was impossible to corral the train, as it 
was not hitched up, and I reported to the lieutenant-colonel in charge 
of the rear guard for instructions. He had none to give, and I there- 
fore made a detour of the hills, took charge of the trains already passed, 
and left in the valley about forty-four teams. I lay the entire blame 
of having this train delayed, first, to the officers allowing their teams 
to be unhitched and fed without orders; second, to the absence of any 
officer in charge of the Reserve Cavalry Brigade train. Had these 
officers awaited orders, and been ready to move when ordered, the 
entire train would have been beyond the point of attack. The enemy 
drove back the rear guard, destroyed a few wagons, and drove off a 
small herd of cattle. T have not full particulars, and cannot officially 
give them. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

, ; J. C. MANN, 

Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, First Division, Nineteenth 
Army Corps, and Acting Chief in Charge of Transportation. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
September 7, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Board convened at Harper’s Ferry for inves- 
tigation of this matter.* 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
C. KINGSBURY, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY Division, 
Cedar Creek, August 13, 1864. 
Brigadier-General TORBERT, 
Chief of Cavalry: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you order 
the detachment of cavalry of the Second Division sent here this after- 
noon aS an escort to the major-general commanding, to take post at 
Berryville, and scout the country in that vicinity, aud also around 
Charlestown and the Opequon Creek. The detachment will move as 
soon as they are supplied with forage and rations. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
LTieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


AEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 13, 1864—12.30 a. m. 
Brigadier-General McINTosH, 
Commanding First Brigade: 

GENERAL: You will hold one of your best and most reliable regi- 
ments in readiness to escort Colonel Chipman, aide-de-camp, bearer of 
dispatches to Major-General Sheridan. The regiment must be fully 
provided with ammunition, and if necessary, sufficient must be taken 
from other regiments to complete its supply. The escort will take the 
shortest route to and through Snicker’s Gap. Colonel Chipman is 
expected to arrive here soon. 

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 

L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 13, 1864. 
Brigadier-General McINTosH, 
Commanding First Brigade: 

JENERAL: Complaints reach here that your men are roaming around 
the country, robbing the orchards, corn-fields, &¢. You will please have 
it stopped, and place safeguards on whatever grounds you may judge 
necessary, so as to prevent all unlicensed proceedings of any kind. 

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 

L. SIEBERT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* See proceedings of Board, p. 619, 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Cedar Creek, Va., August 13, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. MAX WEBER, ; 
Commanding Defenses of Harper's Ferry : 
GENERAL: Has General Duffi’s command arrived at Harper’s 
Ferry? 
Very respectfully, ‘ 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
In Camp near Cedar Creek, August 13, 1864. 


Brigadier-General WEBER, 
Commanding Defenses of Harpers Ferry: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you have 
the railroad repaired to Martinsburg as soon as possible. The general 
also directs that you inform him whether the railroad bridge has been 
repaired; also whether the wagon road-way on railioad bridge has been 
put in working order. You will also report the condition of the pon- 
toon bridge. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
~Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ( Hpars. MIL. Dist. OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
No. 60. i Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 13, 1864. 
The following-named officers are hereby appointed and announced 
upon the staff of Brig. Gen. Max Weber: Capt. H. M. Burleigh, as- 
sistant adjutant-general and acting assistant inspector-general; First 
Lieut. 8S. F. Adams, aide-de-camp and acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral. They will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE Mr“iraRy DIvIsion, 
Cedar Oreek, Va., August 13, 1864. 
Brig. Gen, W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division, Hancock: 

All your men with General Couch and elsewhere have been ordered 
to Harper’s Ferry. Your dispatch relative to horses has been received. 
The general commanding directs that you concentrate your command 
at Harper’s Ferry, and that you procure all the horses that you can 
and take them to Harper’s Ferry with you. 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenunt-Colonel and Chief of Stuff. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harpers Ferry, August 13, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division, in the Field: 

GENERAL: I have just received your message, by special messenger, 
sent by you from Hancock. General Sheridan, commanding division 
(military), went to the front three days ago, taking with him the availa- 
ble force then here. General Duffié moved from Halltown this morn- 
ing to join the column. My latest advices place the forces near Win- 
chester, where skirmishing had taken place, but no serious fighting. 
General Sheridan, when he left, expected your division, with that of 
General Duffié, to join him as soon as practicable, and I have received 
no instructions in the matter other than to assist in forwarding the 
cavalry as speedily as possible. It might be best, under the cireum- 
stances, for you to move direct toward Winchester, thereby saving 
considerable distance, but this I throw out simply as a suggestion, 
being satisfied that you can decide better than I on the route which 
should be taken. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HbDQRS. SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
> DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 31. ) Hancock, Ma., August 13, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

Il. The Independent Company of Philadelphia Scouts and the 
detachment of Captain Sanno’s company of 100-days’ men, now on duty 
with this division, are relieved from duty with it and will report with- 
out delay to Colonel Boyd, commanding at Greencastle, Pa. 

The brigadier-general commanding takes this occasion to express his 
thanks to the officers and men of these companies for their uniform 
good conduct during the late campaign. The efficient services rendered 
by them contributed largely to the success of the expedition. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Brig. Gen. W. W. Averell: 

WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Hancock, Md., August 13, 1864. 
Col. J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Commanding, Ce. : 

COLONEL: The general commanding desires me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 11th instant. The division will move to-morrow, 
via Martinsburg, to join General Sheridan, and he desires that every- 
thing which is fit for service in the field be sent to join it at Martins- 
burg. Please see that the men have three days’ rations and forty 
rounds per man of ammunition. The general is anxious that the 1,000 
Spencer carbines, which were sent to Harper’s Ferry for the use of this 
command, be taken to Martinsburg to be issued. Will you be kind 
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enough to see that they are sent with the detachment and that plenty of 
ammunition is sent with them; also bring all the dismounted men that 
have equipments. Wecan mount them at Martinsburg. If possible 
send on the wagons, two sets of horse equipments, and seventy-two 
sabers and pistols. We have seventy-three unarmed and dismounted 
men who ean be remounted if the equipments can be had. Captain 
Gardner, assistant quartermaster at Tlarper’s Ferry, will let you have 
the wagons to go to Martinsburg. They will be sent back from this 
place with a guard. It is important that the men under your command 
be at Martinsburg to-morrow with the carbines and other articles. The 
general wishes that you exert every means to get them there. Lieu- 
tenant North, acting ordnance officer, will give every assistance in his 
power. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Cedar Creek, August 13, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 8 a. m. 15th.) 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 
You are authorized to retain the detachment of the Eighth Ohio Cav- 
alry now on duty at Beverly, at that point for the present. 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Chief of Staff. 


JEDAR CREEK, August 13, 1864, 
Brigadier-General KELLKY: 

Send at once to Winchester all stragglers belonging to this command 
that are armed, or that can be armed at Cumberland. Let them come 
as far as possible by rail. Send a list to these headquarters of all the 
men without arms that they may be charged against them. Send Lieut. 
Jere Horton, assistant commissary of musters, First Infantry Division, 
to join his command at once. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Crook: 

P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CEDAR CREEK, August 13, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY: 

It is impossible to relieve the 100-days’ men Ohio National Guard at 
present. ‘Troops will be sent to take their place at the earliest possi- 
ble moment. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Crook: 

P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | Hpqrs. MIDDLE Dupv., 8rH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 202. f Baltimore, August 13, 1864. 
II. The companies and detachments of the One hundred and forty- 
fourth and One hundred and forty-ninth Regiments Ohio National 
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Guard, now on duty in the Second Separate Brigade and District of 
Annapolis, will be ordered to report at once to Brig. Gen. H. H. Lock- 
wood, at Baltimore City, there to await the arrival of the balance of the 
regiments en route to place of muster out of service. The quartermas- 
ter’s department will furnish the necessary transportation. 
By command of Major-General Wallace: 
SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


STRAWBERRY PLAINS, VA., August 14, 1864—10 a. m.. 
(Received 9 a, m. 15th.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C.: 


Last night I moved the Second Corps, about 9,000 men of the Tenth 
Corps, and Gregg’s division of cavalry, to this (north) side of the river 
to threaten Richmond from the north, and, if possible, to draw back 
troops from the Valley. We have captured prisoners from four difter- 
ent brigades of Field’s division, Longstreet’s corps, and also from Wil- 
cox’s division, of Hill’s corps. Field’s division is one that we supposed 
had gone to the Valley. We know two divisions of Hill’s corps to be 
at Petersburg. This fixes the third division here, as I have heretofore 
supposed. Pickett’s division, of Longstreet’s corps, is opposite Butler 
at Bermuda Hundred. This leaves but one division of infantry to 
have gone to the Valley. Iam now satisfied no more has gone. Please 
forward tbis to Sheridan. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Tieutenant-General. 


Crry Port, VA., August 14, 1864—8 p.m. 
(Received 3.30 p. m. 16th.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C.: 

The move to the north side of the James to-day developed the pres- 
ence of Field’s division, of Longstreet’s corps, which I supposed had 
gone to the Valley. Pickett’s division is also here. We captured 6 
pieces of artillery and over 100 prisoners. Longstreet’s troops were 
under marching orders, and this move will detain it at least for the 
present. I think Sheridan is still superior to Early in numbers, but 
not sufficiently so to attack fortifications. ’ 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Crry Port, VA., August 14, 1864—8 p.m. 
(Received 2 p.m. 16th.) 
Major-General SHERIDAN, A 
Winchester, Va.: 

I moved Hancock’s corps, Grege’s division of cavalry, and part of the 
Tenth Corps to the north side of the James last night to surprise the 
enemy and prevent him from sending troops away. We captured six 
pieces of artillery and prisoners from four different brigades of Field’s 
division, Longstreet’s corps. This is a division I supposed had gone to 
the Valley. It is now positive that Kershaw’s division has gone, but 
no other infantry has. This re-enforcement to Early will put him nearer 
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on an equality with you in numbers than I want to see, and will make 
it necessary for you to observe some caution about attacking. I would 
not, however, change my instructions, further than to enjoin caution. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
LTieutenant- General. 


CEDAR Run, VA., August 14, 1864—11 a. m. 
(Received 12 m. 15th.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Colonel Chipman arrived here this morning via Snicker’s Gap. The 
information which he brought reached me yesterday about 11 a.m. 
I have taken up for the present the line of Cedar Run, but will, at my 
leisure, take position at Winchester. This line cannot be held, nor 
can I supply my command beyond that point with the ten days’ rations 
with which I started. I expected to get far enough up the Valley to 
accomplish my objects, and then quickly return. I will destroy all the 
wheat and hay in the country (there is nothing else), and make it as 
untenable as possible for a rebel force to subsist. Please telegraph 
General Grant. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 14, 1864—2.35 p.m. 
: (Via Harper’s Ferry.) 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 

General Wilson was ordered to telegraph to you on his arrival here, 
and to obey your instructions. There is much necessary delay when 
troops arrive by detachments and without transportation and supplies. 
Grover’s division was delayed by changes of orders from General 
Grant. The Quartermaster-General reports that all troops sent to your 
command from here were supplied with their full allowance of trains, 
and that it would now involve much inconvenience, expense, and risk 
to send into the field duplicate trains for exchange. The Secretary of 
War concurs in that view. The exchange of trains will therefore be 
postponed till it can be made with less risk than at present. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


CEDAR CREEK, VA., August 14, 1864—10 a. m. 
(Received 6.30 a. m. 16th.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Arrived this a. m. 6 o’clock, having marched ninety miles in twenty - 
four hours. Mosby’s gang hung on our flank between Goose Creek and 
Snicker’s Gap, firing into our rear at the gap. He passed out of the 
gap to the east with 300 men and two guns at 9 a. m. yesterday, having 
made a dash on rear of General Sheridan’s train at Berryville, captur- 
ing some mules and burning six wagons. Could hear of no enemy but 
Mosby and White’s guerrillas east of Blue Ridge. All quiet in front. 
Enemy intrenching across valley about Strasburg. Trains all up and 
army in fine condition. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hbars. MippLte Minitary Drviston, 
No. 5. j Cedar Creek, Va., August 14, 1864, 
1, Lieut. John R. Meigs, U. S. Engineer Corps, is hereby relieved 
from duty with the Army of West Virginia, and will report at once to 
these headquarters. 
¥* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
KK. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR, l HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
INO. Soaen ) Near Cedar Creek, August 14, 1864—8.40 p.m. 
All the subsistence trains now with this command will be at once 
moved to the rear, under the direction of corps quartermasters, and 
parked just this side of Middletown. The ground to be occupied by 
the different trains will be pointed out by the acting chief quarter- 
master of this army. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
EK. B. PARSONS, 
slssistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, I). C., August 14, 1864. 
Major-General AUGUR: 

GENERAL: Batteries K and L, First U.S. Artillery, have been con- 
solidated to form a reserve battery for the cavalry of General Sheri- 
dan’s command, Major-General Halleck directs that this battery be 
ordered to join the division under General Grover and proceed with it. 

Very respectfully, 
J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Muppy BRANCH, August 14, 1864. 
(Received Washington 7.20 p. m.) 
Maj. C. H. RAYMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Masor: All quiet on my line. A number of squads of rebel cavalry 
seen on the Virginia side to-day, all along ny line from Monocacy down 
as far as Great Falls. Think they are watching for stragglers or order- 
lies with dispatches, We. 

Very respectfully, 
JNO. M. WAITE, 
Major, Commanding, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 14, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Ohief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 
COLONEL: I have the honor to report that a sergeant commanding a 
party of three men, all of the Sixteenth New York Cavalry, hearing 
some reports concerning the enemy, ventured out this morning at day- 
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break on the Braddock road without orders, and beyond an ambuscaded 
picket of our own, and were ainbuscaded and fired into by a party of 
nine or ten rebels. The sergeant was shot through the head and killed 
instantly; and one man captured, with lis horse; the rest escaped. 
Parties have been sent out above and below Centerville. I have noth- 
ing to report from them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Col. Sixteenth New York Vol. Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


Hpers. TuotrD Bric., First Division, SIXTH CORPS, 
Heaton House, August 14, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. W. FoRSYTH, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division : 

Sir: I have the honor to represent that a lieutenant of the First 
Michigan Cavalry, in charge of a train parked in this vicinity, reported 
at these headquarters through an enlisted nan this evening to the fol- 
lowing effect: that a detachment of his men in search of forage were 
fired on by a party of the enemy and one of them killed. Two com- 
panies of the Thirty-seventh Massachusetts Regiment of my command 
were iminediately sent to the point designated, a house near the toll- 
gate on the left hand side of the road, just beyond Middletown going 
north. The lieutenant-colonel commanding the regiment accompanied 
the party. He reports thatno enemy was found either at the point de- 
scribed or anywhere in the vicinity; that no dead body was discovered, 
and that the safeguard stated that but one shot was fired in that 
vicinity during the day, and that at a sheep which was brought in and 
skinned in his presence. The pickets also report that no firing was 
heard. 

I would respectfully request that the matter be investigated. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
O. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Cedar Creek, Va., August 14, 1864, 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. G. CRook, 


Commanding Army of West Virginia: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that [you] send & 
force up and take the hill, and that a signal offiver accompany the 
party sent. You will also hold the road at the base of the hill. The 
general desires that the command sent hold the hill. 

Very respectfully, 
a JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS, &C., 


, August 14, 1864. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 


Commanding First Division Cavalry: 
GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you send, if you 
have not done so, a regiment at daylight in the morning to the point 
where the Back road crosses Cedar Creek, to hold that point and scout 
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well up the Back road and grade road to Strasburg, at the same time 
looking well to their right and rear. He hopes to be able to relieve 
this regiment to-morrow by a division. Direct them to send frequent 
reports. 
Yours, &e., 
A. T, A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Cavalry. 


ORDERS. | HApgrs. THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 14, 1864. 
The command will move at 3.30 a.m. to-morrow in the following 
order: first, First Brigade, General McIntosh, with Fitzhugh’s bat- 
tery; second, ambulance, ammunition, forage, and subsistence trains; 
third, Second Brigade, General Chapman, with Pennington’s battery. 
General Chapman will guard the train with his command, making 
such disposition of his troops as he may judge best. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hpqrs. TutrRD DIvISIon, CAVALRY CoRPs, 
No. 76. j August 14, 1864, 


2. Captain Tarbell, commissary of subsistence of Second Brigade, 
will act temporarily as division commissary of subsistence, and will be 
obeyed and respected accordingly. 

3. Brigade commanders will draw from the wagons for their com- 
mands, with the least possible delay, two days’ subsistence in addition 
to what the men have now in their haversacks. 


By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: ' 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, Va., August 14, 1864, 


Lieut. Col. JAMES W. FORSYTH, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division : 

Str: The men and guard for repairing the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road to Martinsburg leave here to-morrow morning to commence work. 
The railroad bridge has been repaired, and the wagon roadway on the 
railroad bridge is in working order. A new pontoon bridge (16-foot 
flooring) has been sent from Washington and will be laid, ready for use 
in two days if the balance of the timbers arrive, which are expected 
to-morrow. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MAX WEBER, 


Brigadier-General. 
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Hpgrs. Minirary DisTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper’s Ferry, Va., August 14, 1864. 
Major YELLOTT, or 
COMMANDING OFFICER AT FREDERICK, MD.: 

You will send by rail to Harper’s Ferry, without delay, four compa- 
nies of the forces now at Frederick. The cars are now on their way to 
transport them. They will be provided with three days’ rations and 
sixty rounds of ammunition. Answer. 

By order of Brig. Gen. Max Weber: 

H. M. BURLEIGH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FREDERICK, August 14, 1864. 
H. M. BURLEIGH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Major Pugh, with four companies One hundred and sixty-first Ohio 
National Guard, are in readiness to move upon arrival of cars. We 
have just about five rounds of ammunition. 

JNO. I. YELLOTT, 
Major, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Newtown, Va., August 14, 1864. 
Capt. P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdqrs. Army of West Virginia: 
Sir: I have the honor to report my command at this place. There 
is water here. I have gone intocamp. There is coming back on the 
road between this and your headquarters a large wagon train. My 
supply train is not yet and will not be in until near dark. I have 
some hay here, and unless you order to the contrary will camp here 
and join you early to-morrow morning. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. N. DUFFIE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. First Cavalry Division. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MiLiTaRy DIviston, 
Jedar Oreek, Va., August 14, 1864, 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

By the direction of the major-general. commanding, you will remain 
for the present at Harper’s Ferry, and in the meantime mount, arm, 
and equip your command as fast as possible. Report your progress in 
this matter when you have an opportunity. 

Yours, &c., 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry. 
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MARTINSBURG, August 14, 1864. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. B. F. KELLEY: Zagat la ae 
When may I expect the detachment of the Kighth Ohio Cavalry 
from Beverly? The cars can bring them to Back Creek. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HARRISBURG, August 14, 1864. 
; (Received 15th.) 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL: 
_Please leave Capt. George D. Stroud’s company at Hagerstown, with 
directions to report to me for orders. Answer. 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE CAVALRY CAMP, 
Pleasant Valley, Md., August 14, 1864. 
Capt. WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication from Hancock, Md., dated August 13, and in reply would 
beg leave to state that 1 have used every exertion to mount and 
equip all the men pertaining to our division, and have ready to move 
this evening a detachment of 350 men under charge of Captain Ander- 
son, Third Virginia Cavalry. The detachment of 212 men which pro- 
ceeded with Lieutenant-Colonel Blakely, under General Merritt, 
returned here, Colonel Blakely having been badly wounded by his 
horse kicking him. Having no officer to take them back, I will send 
them by Captain Anderson. There are but 100 Spencer carbines here. 
I have them for the First Virginia by order. Also sixty sets horse 
equipments, seventy-five sabers and pistols to send you all ready for 
shipment, but cannot get a single wagon tosend them. Ihave reserved 
a guard of fifty men to escort them to-morrow morning at daylight (at 
which time I can get transportation) should it not be too late. 

Please send me word if possible to-night in reference to the above, 
and I will use every dispatch in sending them up. They can be sent 
by rail twelve miles from here, six miles from Martinsburg. Can you 
send wagons from there to meet them, or had they better be sent by 
wagon? The 1,000 Spencers may arrive to-night. In case they do, 
shall they be sent up to-morrow morning? 

I inclose copy of the morning report of the dismounted men of our 
division, and would beg leave to state that all they require to be fit 
for duty in the field is horses. «If they can be in any way supplied I 
will fit the men out at once. Ihave the honor to request that Lieu- 
tenant Schoonmaker be temporarily relieved from duty and ordered to 
report to me if he can be spared, as I am exceedingly short of staff 
officers, and his father will arrive here to-morrow noon to pay him a 
visit. 

Please communicate with me as frequently as possible and I may be 
enabled to fulfill the desires of the general commanding more promptly 
and effectually. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Colonel. 
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MARTINSBURG, August 14, 1864. 
(Received 7.05 p. m.) 
General KELLEY: 

After a hard day’s work we have got here. Had to make poles and 
get wire east of here to make it reach. All quiet. General Averell’s 
command has just arrived. Please let me know how long I am to 
remain here, so I can send up to Back Creek for our rations, as we run 


out to-morrow. 
C. J. HARRISON, 
Captain. 


CUMBERLAND, August 14, 1864. 
Capt. C. J. HARRISON, Martinsburg: 

You will return to Back Creek with your command and await further 
orders. What news have you from below? When will the telegraph 
line be ready to work to the Ferry, and when will the road be repaired 
below? 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


MARTINSBURG, August 14, 1864. 
General KELLEY: 

I have no reliable news from below. Several of our scouts here say 
they cannot get through to Sheridan, Mosby having driven them back. 
They are working on the road; commenced yesterday; it is destroyed 
eight miles east of here. Mr. Willard can probably make an estimate 
as to when trains can pass over; think the Jine will probably be up by 
Tuesday evening. 

C. J. HARRISON, 
Captain. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cumberland, August 14, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SIXTH WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY, 
North Branch: 

The general commanding directs that you send forty men, under a 
reliable commissioned officer, to proceed, via Frankfort, to Springfield 
and Romney; thence through Mechanicsburg Gap to Burlington, and 
return by Patterson’s Creek. The command will take two days’ rations 
for men and aninals. 

By order of Brigadier-General Kelley: 

FREEMAN, 
Captain and Assistant Inspector-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
in the Field, August 14, 1864—8.30 p. m. 
Major-General WALLACE, Commanding : 

The general commanding directs that you relieve all the Eighth 
Illinois Cavalry. now serving in your department and order them to 
Muddy Branch, in the Department of Washington. This regiment 
must be concentrated at that point without delay. 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. MIppLE DeEpvt., 8rH ARVY CoRPS, 
"No. 203. 5 Baltimore, August 14, 1864. 

1, The One hundred and thirty-seventh Ohio National Guard, Col. 
Leonard A. Harris commanding, will be put en route, without delay, to 
report to the commanding officer at Camp Dennison, Ohio, there to be 
mustered out and paid off, at the expiration of their term of service, 
in accordance with the mustering regulations of the army. The quar- 
termaster’s department will furnish the necessary transportation. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. W. Morris, U. 8S. Army, is charged with the execu- 
tion of this order. 

2. The One hundred and fifty-ninth Regiment Ohio National Guard, 
Col. Lyman J. Jackson commanding, will be put en route, without delay, 
to report to the commanding officer at Zanesville, Ohio, there to be 
mustered out and paid off, at the expiration of their term of service, 
in accordance with the mustering regulations of the army. The quar- 
termaster’s department will furnish the necessary transportation. Brig. 
Gen. H. H. Lockwood is charged with the execution of this order. 

By command ot Major-General Wallace: 

SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Crry Point, August 15, 1864—9 p.m. . 
(Received 6 a. m. 17th.) 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Military Division, Winchester, Va.: 

Our forces north of the James River are still pressing the enemy, and 
capturing a few prisoners occasionally. The presence of two divisions 
of Longstreet’s corps is undoubted. ‘To-day some prisoners have been 
taken from W.H. F., Lee’s division of cavalry. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Ciry Port, August 15, 1864—8.50 p.m. 
(Received 6.30 a.m. 17th.) 
Col. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners : 
You need not move any more prisoners from Point Lookout so long as 
you deem them safe there. 
U. 5. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


Point oF Rocks, MD., August 15, 1864. 
(Received 10.30 a. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
Longstreet, 30,000 strong, and Fitz Lee, 10,000 strong, passed through 
Warrenton Saturday morning to re-enforce Early. Reliable. <A larger 
force supposed to be following. Pe ee. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, Hpg@rs. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 12. Cedar Creek, Va., August 15, 1864. 

First Lieut. John R. Meigs, Corps of Engineers, in addition to his 
duties as chief engineer of the Department of West Virginia, will until 
further orders perform the duties of an aide-de-camp at these head- 
quarters. 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
E. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpers. MIppLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 6. |! Cedar Creek, Va., August 15, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


4, Brig. Gen. John D. Stevenson, U.S. Volunteers, having reported 
to the major-general commanding, in compliance with instructions from 
the War Department, will report to Brevet Major-General Crook, com- 
manding Department and Army of West Virginia, for assignment to 
duty. 


* & * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
EK. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SALISBURY, MD., August 15, 1864. 
Captain MASSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Will send eleven prisoners to-morrow and the balance next day. 
Am busy on report to send by mail. Corporal at Newtown telegraphs 
this morning that not having sufticient for guard over captured boat it 
was taken last night. Supposed to be by citizens. He spared all he 
could for my large scout through the lower part of Somerset County. 
Gun-boat should be sent at once to Pocomoke Sound and River to cap- 
ture and hold small craft. 

G., .W: 2.\SMIDPH, 
Captain, Commanding. 


Muppy BRANCH, August 15, 1864—6.30 p.m. 
Maj. CARRINGYON H. RAYMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Masor: All quiet to-day. One of my pickets near Indian Ford was 
shot and severely wounded last night by bushwhackers inside my line. 
The country was searched without effect until 12 o’clock. 

Very respectfully, 
JNO. M. WAITE, 
Major, de. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 15; 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that no intelligence has been 
received from the force sent to the west ‘and south of Centerville in the 
direction of Thoroughfare Gap and Warrenton. I beg to inclose, for 
the consideration of the general commanding the department, a copy 
of to-day’s regimental morning reports.* The whereabouts and dispo- 
sition of the whole number of men of each regiment more satisfactorily 
appear from them than from the statement sent a few days since with 
the usual report. It will be seen from these that but about 720 enlisted 
men are present here at all in both regiments together, and of this 
number 100 are sick and in confinement. Thus, 620 men are left in 
both regiments, and of this number 257 are reported on special, extra, 
or daily duty, leaving 363 men for all the duty men of both regiments. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Volunteer Cavalry, Comdg. Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Cedar Creek, Va., August 15, 1864—7.45 p.m. 
Brevet Major-General Emory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you move 
your corps at 11 o’clock to-night (the 15th) to Winchester, Va., and 
garrison that place until further orders. Move your trains in advance 
of the troops, except a small advance guard. On arriving at Winches- 
ter have your trains parked compactly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
LTieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. CAVALRY, MrppuE Mit. Drv., 
No. 6, j August 15, 1864. 
The Reserve and First Brigades, First Division, will be moved to the 
Front Royal pike, starting at 8 a.m.in the morning. One brigade will 
march by the road that Colonel Devin marched on and take position 
near the Second Brigade at Cedarville. The other brigade will take 
the road from Middletown to Stony Point, the route that General 
Crook’s golumn came. This brigade will take position at Stony Point. 
One large regiment of the Third Brigade will be left at this point, 
which will relieve the pickets of the First Brigade on the left of the 
army, and picket so as to watch Cedar Creek, about a mile and a halt 
on the right of the pike. The balance of the brigade will be moved 
over to the Back road at the crossing of Cedar Creek. Colonel Lowell, 
commanding Third Brigade, will be directed to report at these head- 
quarters for special instructions. General Merritt will also call for the 
same purpose before starting. 
By command of Brigadier-General Torbert: 
GEORGE B. SANFORD, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Not found, 
51 R-R—VOL XLIII, PL I 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Newtown, Va., August 15, 1864. 


General MERRIT?, 4, S 
Commanding First Division: 

We have heard artillery firing in the direction of Front Royal, and 
General Sheridan is anxious to know what is going on. Send a dispatch 
at once to Winchester, up the Front Royal pike, aud whether you want 
any assistance. General Wilson ought to be at Berryville, if not com- 
ing toward you. 

Yours, We. 
nia seu A. 'T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Cedar Creek, Va., August 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. H. WILSON, , 
Commanding Third Cavalry’ Division : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding desires that you report 
as soon as possible. He is particularly anxious as to the state of your 
supplies and horses. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
_Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Cedar Creek, August 15, 1864, 
Brigadier-General WILSON, 
Commanding Third Division Cavalry: 

I send the Fifth New York Cavalry back as far as Snicker’s Gap to 
see if they can communicate with you. From all the information we 
can get General Fitz Lee’s division rebel cavalry is about Front Royal. 
Colonel Devin’s brigade, First Division, is at Cedarville, on the Front 
Royal pike, and pickets near Front Royal. General Duffié will start 
to-night with his command (about 900 men) to take post for the present 
at Berryville. There is a detachment of your division now at Berry- 
ville which you will direct to join your command when you get there, 
and also bring with’ you the detachment, also there, belonging to 
Grege’s division, provided General Duffié’s command is there. You 
will come to Berryville from , take the Millwood pike as far as 
a Stone church, turn to the right, and in a short distance you will strike 
the Millwood and Winchester pike; follow this pike to within about 
half a mile where it crosses the Opequon Creek, then turn to the left, 
taking the route the army took to the White Post and Newtown road, 
and in a short distance it crosses the Front Royal and Winchester pike; 
at this last cross-roads turn to the left and go to Stony Point, about 
three miles, and take position. Colonel Devin is about three miles 
beyond, at Cedarville. These instructions ave given on the supposition 
that you will be in the Valley to-night or to-morrow. If you are longer 
things may be changed. Please report when you get to Berryville; 
send parties of eight or ten with dispatches. Keep me well advised of 
your movements as you come up the Valley. Mosby captured near 
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Berryville nearly all of the Reserve Brigade train day before yesterday, 
and went off with what he could carry through Snicker’s Gap. Send 
these dispatches to General Grover for General Sheridan, if it is pos- 
sible for you to communicate with him. Don’t lose any time in getting 
up the Valley. 
Yours, &c., 
A, T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry. 


GENERAL ORDERS, n Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 66. 5 Cedar Creek, Va., August 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. John D. Stevenson, U. 8. Volunteers, having reported to 
these headquarters in obedience to orders from the headquarters of the 
Middle Military Division, is hereby assigned to the command of the 
Military District of Harper’s Ferry, headquarters at Harper’s Ferry, 
W. Va. 
By order of Brevet Major-General Crook: 
P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
In the Field near Middletown, Va., August 15, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. A. J. GREENFIELD, 
Commanding Second Brigade: 

Str: You will please proceed with the portion of the Twenty-second 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, now present with the division, to the headquar- 
ters of Brigadier-General Torbert, chief of cavalry of Middle Military 
Division, reporting in person to General Torbert. You will report 
immediately. 

By command of Brigadier-General Duffié: 

BH. W. CLARK, JR., 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


P. S.—When ready to move you will please report in person at these 
headquarters. J 
By order of Brigadier-General Duffié: 
E. W. CLARK, JR., 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


GENERAL ORDERS, " Hpars. 1st Cay. Div., Army W. VA., 
In the Field near Middletown, Va., 
VG, Le. \ August 15, 1864. 
Col. R. F. Taylor, First New York Veteran Cavalry, having reported 
at these headquarters, is hereby assigned to the command of the Second 
Brigade, relieving Lieut. Col. A. J. Greenfield, Twenty-second Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry, now in command of that brigade. 
By command of Brig. Gen. A. N. Duffié: ! 
KE. W. CLARK, JR., 


Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WESY VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., August 15, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. J. W. FORSYTH, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division: 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of yesterday directing me to remain at Harper’s Ferry until 
further orders My command arrived at this place last evening on its 
way to join the Middle Division in the field, losing twenty-six hors 
on its march from Hancock from exhaustion. About 600 mounte 
men have joined my command this morning from Harper’s Ferry, mak- 
ing my command about 2,500 strong. One-third of my horses are totally 
unfit for further service at present, and would be abandoned should I 
continue my march at once from this place. I have made arrangements 
for obtaining 500 horses from Cumberland Valley and 500 from the 
West during the next three days, and I expect to be able te increase 
my command to 3,500 within the next five or six days. I am informed 
that no forage can be obtained from the East at Harper’s Ferry, and, 
as forage can be furnished from the West, I shall. remain here unless 
the major-general commanding particularly desires my command at 
Harper’s Ferry. The repair of the railroad and telegraph will probably 
be completed in two days. The worn-out condition of one-third of my 
horses was not caused by want of forage or care, but results solely 
from the fact that they have marched 1,700 miles since the 1st of May 
without rest. A large number require shoeing. The facilities for 
remounting, refitting, and drilling are much better here than at Harper’s 
Ferry. I shall, therefore, remain here until further orders are received 
from the major-general commanding. .I shall use every endeavor to be 
ready for the field in five or six days. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


OFFICE MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper's Ferry, August 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Division, Martinsburg : 

GENERAL: Your communication of yesterday I- have received. I 
will do what I can toward sending the mounted men of your command 
now here to you at Martinsburg, in compliance with your request. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generai. 


CUMBERLAND, August 15, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 


General Sheridan has countermanded the'order in regard to the 


Eighth Ohio Cavalry; the detachment will remain at Beverly till fur- 
ther orders, 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICL OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., August 15, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Forsytu, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division: 

Str: Your dispatches regarding General Duffié and the bridges were 
received yesterday and answered. I shal] answer all such twice, in 
case one may be captured. Therailroad bridge is completed. Wagons 
are crossing to-day. The new pontoon bridge from Washington will be 
ready in two days, if the expected lumber comes up. General Duffié 
must have joined you. General Averell is at Martinsburg; will be 
inspected to-morrow by Captain Sumner. Men are at work on the 
railroad between here and Martinsburg; it will be repaired this week. 
I must consequently furnish troops to occupy Martinsburg and the 
different stations between here and Hancock. My infantry force con- 
sists of two volunteer regiments and three Ohio 100-days’ men. 
The two volunteer regiments are between here and Frederick, 
but as it is sufficient to have one regiment on that line I have concen- 
trated the other, and shall move it to Martinsburg if necessary. The 
three Ohio regiments are not needed on Maryland Heights, and they 
could be used for guarding the ae eee did not their time expire this 
week. Four regiments are needed on the line of the railroad—two in 
Martinsburg, one between here and Martinsburg, one between Martins- 
burg and Hancock. As the time of these Ohio regiments is so nearly 
out, I am anxiously awaiting orders regarding this matter from the 
general commanding, and as to whether I shall let them go or not at 
the expiration of their time of service. The distance between Harper’s 
Ferry and the headquarters of the Middle Military Division is now so 
great that it is difficult to forward dispatches from here with the nec- 
essary speed. Can stations be established along the road for the pur- 
pose of forwarding with more speed and greater security? I have less 
than 100 cavalry for all duty, including that of couriers. Can the gen- 
eral commanding spare some hundred or more to report to me for duty, 
my force being wholly inadequate for the calls upon them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 15, 1864, 


Capt. P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Your telegram of yesterday in regard to stragglers received. The 
number I have here is 1,200, mostly from your command. Not one out 
of the whole number is armed. I have no arms hereto arm. The rail- 
road is now repaired and working to Martinsburg. Shall [send them? 
They can be armed, I presume, at Harper’s Ferry. I am extremely 
anxious to get rid of them. They are a great troublesome, worthless 
party. Iam having complete roll made of them and will forward by 
mail. You can communicate any orders now via Martinsburg. Tele- 


raph is working to that point. 
ohne i B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 
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CUMBEKLAND, August 15, 1864. 
Capt. P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I really know not what to do in regard to the 100-days’ men. They 
are unwilling to remain after their time expires. I have no forces to 
compel them. Besides the necessity of protecting the railroad and the 
public property, we have 1,500 sick in the hospital, liable to capture 
by McNeill. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


JUMBERLAND, August 15, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Charleston: 

Department headquarters is at Harper’s Ferry. No orders have been 
issued in regard to Ohio National Guard, except they are to be sent to 
the place where they were mustered in, and will take their arms witi 
them when they go. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


Hpers. MIDDLE DEPARTMENT, EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
k Baltimore, Md., August 15, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. SAMUEL B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highth Army Corps: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to submit for the information of the 
general commanding the following report as the result of my investi- 
gation into the origin of the picnic recently held near Wilmington, in 
the State of Delaware, and the effect of the arrest of the managers 
thereof and their subsequent release: 

The avowed object of this picnic was for the benefit of the rebel pris- 
oners confined in Fort Delaware. It is urged in mitigation of the 
offense that permission was asked of the military authorities. Such, 
however, appears not to have been the case. One of the parties inter- 
ested requested an officer of the Board of Enrollment to ask permission. 
This officer consulted unofficially with the provost-marshal, who dis- 
claimed having any power in the premises, informing him that applica- 
tion must be made to the military commander. No such application 
was, however, made to him. The holding of the picnic, therefore, is 
regarded by the loyal men of the State both as an insult to the Gov- 
ernment and as an experiment to test the forbearance of the military 
power and the animus of the disloyalists. As an evidence of the spirit 
affecting these people, it may be mentioned that the members of the 
band engaged for the occasion, after performing two national airs, were 
informed that such music was not desirable; that they wished to hear 
Southern airs, and unless the band could play such it mightleave. The 
wife of one of the parties desiring to know why they could not hold an 
entertainment upon their grounds, was answered by another in these 
words, “Because Abe Lincoln is President.” 

Other incidents connected with the aftair, including the arrest and sub- 
sequent release of the managers, as also the ovation paid to them upon 
their return to Wilmington, have been reported in detail by the officers 
immediately interested. I beg, however, to inform you that the arrest 
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of the parties above referred to was most salutary in its effects, reas- 
suring and strengthening the loyal, encouraging the wavering, and 
giving assurance of future protection. The disloyal were proportion- 
ately disheartened and terrified. Men whose sympathies and votes g0 
with the stronger side were visibly affected by such a display of energy 
on the part of the Government, and were rapidly determining in favor 
of loyalty, while the disloyalists were depressed and augured an unta- 
vorable result in the approaching election. Such was the state of affairs 
when the return of the parties from their imprisonment reversed the 
situation. The effect of the release will probably prove fatal to the 
cause of the Government, regarded as it is as the result of intimidation. 
The disloyalists are reported to be organizing and arming. Prominent 
and influential men who have seldom been absent from home at night 
are now known to leave their premises after midnight, and to ride 
through the country, returning at daylight, and adopting various 
means to elude observation and to escape suspicion. These facts, 
together with many others of the same character, induce the belief that 
a widely spread conspiracy exists among the disloyal people of the State, 
and threats are indulged in as to their conduct at the coming election. 

A further cause of embarrassment may be found in the wantiof har- 
mony existing between the military commanderand the provost-marshal. 
The former, being guided by the strict letter of military law, and per- 
forming his duty in accordance therewith, has rendered himself unpopu- 
lar with the loyalists, who regard his absence from their society with feel- 
ings of suspicion. I do not, however, regard it in any other light than 
as a natural result of a desire on his part to keep his acts untrammeled 
by feelings of personal sympathy, in order that he may the more faith- 
fully discharge his duty to the Government; yet, while believing this 
to be the case I am forced to the conclusion that he does not enjoy the 
confidence of the loyal people of the State. The latter (provost-mar- 
shal), being a civilian, intermingles freely with the people, acquainting 
himself with their feelings and disposition, and enjoys, apparently, to 
the fullest extent, theirconfidence and esteem. Being thusassociated he 
has means of information not possessed by the military commander, 
and not deeming himself in any way accountable to him a want of 
co-operation is the result. In view of the above facts I would respect- 
fully suggest the propriety of largely increasing the military force in 
the State of Delaware, the same to be under the command of an efficient, 
experienced, and judicious officer, who shall be military commander 
and with whom the provost-marshal shall confer on all matters requir- 
ing the use of the troops under his command. 

Respectfully submitting the above, I have the honor to be, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LYNDE CATLIN, 


Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Inspector-Generat, 


SPECIAL ORDERS,) War DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, — 
No. 271. § Washington, August 15, 1864, 
27, Maj. Henry B. Judd, U. S. Army, is hereby relieved from the 
duties of military commander of Wilmington, Del. 
* * * # * oe * 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
HK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hbgrs. MIDDLE DEP®., 5TH ARMY CORPS, 
No, 204, i Baltimore, August 15, 1864. 

6. In obedience to orders of the general commanding Middle Military 
Division the detachments of the Highth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, on 
duty with the First Separate Brigade, will be concentrated without 
delay at Muddy Branch, in the Department of Washington, and report 
to Major-General Augur. Brig. Gen. E. B. Tyler is charged with the 
execution of this order. 

* * * * * * * 

9. Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwood, commanding Third Separate Brigade, 
is hereby directed to take immediate steps to mount one company of 
militia (100-days’ service) for duty in this department as mounted infan- 
try. General Lockwood will make requisitions for horses and horse 
equipments, and forward the same to these headquarters for approval 
without delay. 

* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Wallace: 
SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., August 15, 1864—3.25 p.m. 
Major-General CoucH, 
Harrisburg: 
There is no reason why General Cadwalader should not be ordered 
back to Philadelphia if you deem proper to do so. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 

Harrisburg, Pa., August 15, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. JAMES W. ForsyTH, 

Chief of Staff, Middle Military Div., Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of paragraph 10, 
Special Orders, No. 3, dated headquarters Middle Military Division, 
Harper’s Ferry, August 9, 1864, and in obedience to the same, I here- 
with transmit a field return of my command, with a roster of the regi- 
ments and detachments. The positions occupied and by what troops 
are as follows: 

Brandywine District—Chambersburg, Pa., one section of artillery 
from Battery A, First New York Artillery; independent company, 
Patapsco Guards, Maryland Volunteers; four companies First Battalion 
(100-days’) Pennsylvania Volunteers. Occupying mountain passes 
between McConnellsburg and Loudon, one company First Battalion 
(100-days’) Pennsylvania Volunteers. Occupying mountain passes 
between McConnellsburg and Mercersburg, one company First Bat- 
talion (100-days’) Pennsylvania Volunteers. Between Gettysburg and 
Green Mountain, one company First Battalion (100-days’) Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. Hagerstown, Md., one company mounted (100-days’) Penn- 
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sylvania Volunteers. Near Mercersburg, Pa., one company mounted 
(100-days’) Pennsylvania Volunteers. York, Pa., two coin panied Second 
Battalion, Veteran Reserve Corps. Philadelphia, Pa., One hundred 
and eighty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, ten companies Second Bat- 
talion, Veteran Reserve Corps, on duty at hospital, &e. Fort Wash- 
ington, three guns on south bank of river near Harrisburg (20-pounder 
Parrotts), convalescents; Keystone Battery (100-days’), Pennsylvania 
Artillery, four guns (20-pounder Parrotts); one company First Battalion 
(100-days’) Pennsylvania Volunteers; two companies One hundred and 
eighty-sixth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, 300 convalescents. 

Monongahela District—Uniontown, Pa., Battery A, First New York 
peeing four guns (light 12-pounders), two companies Veteran Reserve 

orps. 

Lehigh District.—P ottsville, Pa., Company D, Twenty-first Regiment 
Pennsylvania Cavalry. Bloomsburg, Pa., one company mounted (100- 
days’) Pennsylvania Volunteers, one section Keystone Battery (100- 
days’), Pennsylvania Artillery. 

Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Harrisburg, Pa., August 15, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE CADWALADER, 
Commanding Brandywine District, Harrisburg, Pa.: 


GENERAL: The commanding general requests that you send the two 
companies of the One hundred and eighty-sixth Regiment Pennsylva- 
nia Volunteers, now in Fort Washington, and two companies of 100- 
days’ volunteers, now at Chambersburg, all under command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Stewart, to report in person at these headquarters for 
instructions. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. SCHULTZE, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, August 15, 1864. 


COMMANDING GENERAL DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST, 
New York City: 

Str: I am directed by the Secretary of War to transmit to you the 
following orders: 

Ordered, That inasmuch as the public safety and necessity for the transportation 
of troops, ordnance, quartermaster’s and subsistence supplies on the Potomac River 
requires the immediate placing of light-house boats on the Potomac River, that 
Major-General Dix, commanding the Eastern Department, or in his absence the 
officer in command, be directed to seize and turn over to the Light-House Board two 
of the vessels within mentioned, which are now at New Bedford, and were built for 
light-house purposes, leaving one vessel in the hands of the civil authorities to 
answer the claim or liens for their construction. Andthe military commander afore- 
said is directed to use such military force as may be necessary to seize and hold 
said boats and deliver them to the officers and agents of said Light-House Board, at 
such places as the Board or its officers may direct, and that he also employ such 
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mariners, seamen, tugs, and instruments as may be necessary for the purpose, keep- 
ing an accurate account of the expenses incurred in executing this order, and re- 
porting the same and his action to this Department. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 
AuGusT 15, 1864. 


The inclosed copy of an order signed by Prof. Joseph Henry and 
B. U. Keyser, esq., chief clerk of the Light-House Board, describe the 
vessels referred to in the Secretary’s order. 

Lam, sir, &e., 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Inclosure. ] 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD, 
August 13, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 


Srr: In the absence of the other members of the Board, I have the 
honor to give you the following information in regard to-light-vessels 
for the Potomac, as requested by yourself in our interview of to-day. 
The Board has been frequently urged to place two light-vessels in the 
Potomac, one at Upper and the other at Lower Cedar Point, since at 
present much delay is experienced by transports and other vessels 
navigating that river on account of the absence of these aids to navi- 
gation. We are informed that vessels arriving at these points at night- 
fall are obliged to come to anchor, and so remain until daylight. These 
points were prior to the war occupied by light-vessels, which in April, 
1861, were destroyed by the enemy. The Board immediately contracted 
for the construction of three vessels, two of which were intended to 
replace those destroyed. These vessels were built in accordance with 
the contract, and on completion were turned over to the Board, and 
the consideration money, $47,500, paid, but before they could be 
entirely fitted and removed from the place where they were built, viz, 
New Bedford, Mass., they were seized by the civil authorities to satisfy 
certain claims for labor and material on them due by the contractor. 
This occurred upward of a year ago, and although the Light-House 
Board has made various efforts to adjust the difficulty, the boats still 
remain in the possession of the civil officers. The amount of the claims 
is understood to be about $16,000, to satisfy which either one of the 
vessels would be amply sufficient, since a single vessel of the saime 
class and description costs now $36,000, as per bids opened to-day. 

In view of the foregoing, and also of the fact that a delay of several 
months must occur before other vessels could be prepared, it does not 
seem proper that three vessels should be detained from such an impor- 
tant public service when one is sufficient to satisfy the claim. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HENRY, 
Member Light-House Board, 
B. U. KEYSER, 
Chief Clerk. 
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City Pomnt, August 16, 1864—1.30 p.m. 


(Received 6.30 a. m. 17th.) 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 


Commanding, &e., Winchester, Va. : 


Fitz Lee’s division is not in the Valley. We took quite a number 
of prisoners from it yesterday north of the James. Kershaw’s divis- 
ion has gone to the Valley, and probably two brigades of Wilcox’s 
‘division. Some cavalry has gone, but I do not know whose. I would 
not advise an attack on Early in an intrenched position, but would 
watch him closely with the cavalry, and if he attempts to move north 
follow him. The 100-days’ men will have to be discharged at the expira- 
tion of their time unless there is a pressing necessity for detaining them 
for afew days on account of immediate active hostilities. The families 
‘of most of Mosby’s men are known, and can be collected. I think they 
‘should be taken and kept at Fort McHenry, or some secure place, as 
hostages for the good conduct of Mosby and his men. Where any of 
Mosby’s men are caught hang them without trial. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Pornt, August 16, 1864—3.30 p.m. 
(Received 8 p. m. 18th.) 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding, &c., Winchester, Va. : 

If you can possibly spare a division of cavalry, send them through 
Loudoun County, to destroy and carry off the crops, animals, negroes, 
and all men under fifty years of age capable of bearing arms. In this 
way you will get many of Mosby’s men. All male citizens under fifty 
can fairly be held as prisoners of war, and not as citizen prisoners. If 
not already soldiers, they will be made so the moment the rebel army 


gets hold of them. 
U.S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


CEDAR CREEK, VA., August 16, 1864. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Last night I moved General Emory back to Winchester, and to-day 
will move Generals Wright and Crook back to this point. I will take 
position at or near Berryville, holding Snicker’s Gap. The enemy ex- 
tend across the Valley from Fisher’s Hill to North Mountain. Lee’s 
cavalry and Imboden are at Front Royal. Ihave maintained the defen- 
sive since the receipt of General Grant’s telegram, but cannot stay at 
this point. I have had nothing later from you than your telegram of 
13th notifying me of Generals Wilson and Grover being en route via 
Snicker’s Gap. Nothing from General Grant later than 12th. There 
has been some little skirmishing about possession of a hill on my skirmish 
line, but of not much moment. Loss about thirty or forty wounded. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., August 16, 1864. 
(Via Harper’s Ferry.) 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 
The discharge of the Ohio militia leaves West Virginia much exposed 
to raids, and there are no troops that can be sent for its defense except 


from your army. Bi ea Secon: Has 
. Wz. ; 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 16, 1864—4.30 p.m. 
(Received 7 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Just arrived from Sheridan’s front at Cedar Creek, which place I left 
at 7 p.m. yesterday. The position of the two armies was unchanged 
at that hour. The enemy was shelling a portion of our picket-line to 
obtain possession of a position from which General Wright dislodged 
him the evening before. At Berryville Colonel Hammond, from Win- 
chester, reported to me the Nineteenth Corps broke up camp at 11 
p. m. yesterday, and was all in Wiuchester before daylight this morn- 
ing. No firing was heard toward Cedar Creek at daylight. Generals 
Wilson and Grover are at Snicker’s Gap and will both be up to Berry- 
ville to-night. The re-enforcement of the enemy as telegraphed by you 
is in many ways confirmed. It is not certain whether that force joined 
Early or is now in rear of Front Royal; indications of the latter. Gen- 
eral Sheridan says his fighting infantry cannot exceed 20,000, exclusive 
of Grover’s; his cavalry not over 7,500, including Wilson’s. Averell 
at Martinsburg this morning at 2a.m. General Stevenson assumes 
command of this district to-day. Will leave for Washington to-morrow 
noon unless to the contrary ordered by you. Guerrillas infest the 
country between here and Winchester. Trains require strong escorts. 
A little party twenty minutes ahead of my escort was attacked beyond 
Charlestown. The lieutenant and two men killed and six captured, 
one escaped. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 16, 1864—9 p.m. 
(Received 9.15 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Captain Page, assistant quartermaster, left Cedar Creek at 8 o’clock 
this morning and just arrived here, a dense fog being over the V alley, 
enveloping both armies, and had not scattered when he left. The Sixth 
Corps and Crook’s command hold the same line as yesterday and day 
before. The Nineteenth Corps is in Winchester. No firing this morn- 
ing and no indications that the enemy had shifted his line. This infor- 
mation is reliable. 

NSP, CHIPIEAN 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 
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ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Cedar Creek, Va., August 16, 1864. 
The Sixth Corps and the Army of Western Virginia will move at 
8 o’clock to-night, the 16th instant, from their present position to Clif. 
ton, via Winchester. The movements of these troops will be under the 
direction of Major-General Wright, who will make all the necessary 
arrangements. The cavalry will move to-morrow morning in accord- 
ance with instructions already given by Brigadier-General Torbert, who 
will send a staff officer to remain with General Wright during the 
movement. The headquarters of the major-general commanding will 
be at Winchester until the arrival of the Sixth Corps and General 
Crook’s command. Major-General Crook will report for detailed 
instructions to Major-General Wright. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 16, 1864, 
Col. J. HOWARD KITCHING, 
Commanding Sixth New York Heavy Artillery: 

COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that [you] report 
for duty, with your regiment, to Brig. Gen. M. D. Hardin, commanding 
division. On application, the chief quartermaster of this department 
will furnish the necessary transportation. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ALEXANDRIA, August 16, 1864. 
(Received 8 p. m.) 
Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff: 
COLONEL: The patrols report all quiet. It is reported by citizens 
that Mosby, with 500 men and two pieces of artillery, has gone to the 
Shenandoah Valley. Company H, Sixteenth New York Cavalry, has 


been ordered to report to their regiment as directed. 
H. H. WELLS, 


Lieutenant- Colonel, Provost-Marshal-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 16, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff, Twenty-second Army Corps, Dept. of Washington : 
CoLoNEL: I have the honor to report that nothing has yet been 
heard from the party sent toward Warrenton. I leave tu-morrow 
morning, with every man who can be had of the Sixteenth New York 
Volunteer Cavalry, for the Rappahannock. I suppose that the whole 
force will be about 275 men. I should have moved to-day, but the fail- 
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ure to get horseshoes in the Sixteenth, and other delays, rendered it 
necessary to postpone. I had hoped, too, to have the benefit of what- 
ever information might have been gained by the party now out. They 
will probably return to-night. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Volunteer Cavalry, Comdy. Brigade. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS SIxTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 16, 1864. 

The following movements are ordered for to-night: 

1. At 8 o’clock the Army of West Virginia, Brevet Major-General 
Crook commanding, will move, via Winchester, to Clifton. 

2. The Sixth Corps will follow, taking the same route in the following 
order: first, the trains; second, Third Division; third, First Divis- 
ion. The ambulances will accompany the divisions to which they be- 
long. The batteries in reserve will be assigned for the march by the 
chief of artillery and to the divisions, one to each. Brigadier-General 
Ricketts, commanding Third Division, will detail a strong regiment to 
accompany the trains as guard. 

3. The pickets will be withdrawn under the direction of Colonel Pen- 
rose, corps officer of the day Sixth Corps, and the officer in charge of 
the pickets of General Crook’s command, both of whom will report to 
these headquarters for special instructions at 6.30 this p. m. 

4. The Second Division, Sixth Corps, Brigadier-General Getty, will 
act as rear guard, and follow the route above indicated when all the 
pickets have been withdrawn and have passed him. 

“By command of Major-General Wright: 
C. A. WHITTIER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 16, 1864, 
Brigadier-General RUSSELL, 
First Division : 

The commanding general wishes that care be taken to-night that 
nothing is done to indicate that a movement is to take place, such as 
striking the tents before dark or by unusual fires after dark. 

Very respectfully, 
CG. AoW BIPTTIbR; 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpars. THIRD Bric., First Dry., SixrH ARMY CORPS, 
Heaton House, August 16, 1864. 
Maj. C. A. WHITTIER, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that 160 or 200 of the enemy, 
accompanied by Mosby himself, and clothed in the uniform of U.S. 
troops, are now a short distance to the left and rear of Middletown. 
One of the party has been within the limits of our camps to-day, and 
the movement published for to-night was circulated among the men of 
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my command long before the order concerning it reached these head- 
quarters. The information relative to the presence of these parties, 
above referred. to, comes from a source that cannot be doubted. I for- 
ward this communication for the purpose of suggesting the protection 
of our rear and the bringing up of all stragglers. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Winchester, Va., August 16, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Military Division: 

GENERAL: I arrived here this morning at 5 o’clock. This place is 
entirely indefensible; it is a basin surrounded by heights which are 
commanded by other heights. Unless there is some object which does 
not occur to me at this time, I would suggest that the crossing of the 
Opequon is a better position. I am told that a small force of the 
enemy’s cavalry has been seen in the pine woods near Kernstown and 
to the south of the ford. You will be glad to hear that the cavalry is 
so near at hand. By my calculations Grover will get no nearer than 
the Shenandoah to-day. 

Il am, very respectfully, 
W. H. EMORY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILirary DIVISION, 
Winchester, Va., August 16, 1864—11 p.m. 
Brevet Major-General EMory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps: 
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you hold 
your command in readiness to march at 4 a, m. August 17, 1864. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Winchester, August 16, 1864—11 p.m. 


Brevet Major-General KmMory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that the subsist- 
ence trains of this army move out from this place at 12 o’clock to-night, 
under the escort of Colonel Currie’s brigade, of your corps. Colonel 
Currie will move the trains out on the Winchester and Harper’s Ferry 
road, via Summit Point, and will park them at Summit Point; he will 
have entire charge of the trains, and will be held responsible for their 
safety. 

Captain Alexander, acting assistant quartermaster, will report to 
Colonel Currie to pilot him through to the point designated for the 


parking of the trains. 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS SIxtTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 16, 1864. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. GEORGE CROOK, 
Commanding Army of West Virginia: 
GENERAL: In transmitting to you the order* for the march to-night 
I am directed by the major-general commanding to say that, in accord- 
ance with custom, the details of the march of your command are left 
witk you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. A. WHITTIER, 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No copy has been furnished to the officer in charge of your pickets. 
Will you please direct him to report here as indicated in the order. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Cedar Creek, Va., August 16, 1864, 
Brigadier-General TORBERT, 
Chief of Cavalry, Middle Military Division: 

GENERAL: In compliance with instructions of lieutenant-general 
commanding, you will make the necessary arrangements and give the 
necessary orders for the destruction of all the wheat and hay south of 
a line from Millwood to Winchester and Petticoat Gap. You will seize 
all horses, mules, and cattle that may be useful to our army. Loyal 
citizens can bring in their claims against the Government for this 
necessary destruction. No houses will be burned, and officers in charge 
of this delicate, but necessary, duty must inform the people that the 
object is to make this Valley untenable for the raiding parties of the 
rebel army. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 16, 1864. 
General MERRITT: 

I am directed by the chief of cavalry to say that General Wilson is 
at the Shenandoah where the Berryville and Snicker’s Gap road crosses 
the river. If you meet or hear of his column, stop it on the Berryville 
and Winchester pike. 

Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 16, 1864, 
The command will saddle to-morrow morning at daylight and mareh 
at 5 a. m. 
1. The First Brigade (General Custer) will move from its present 
position along the river road to the left of Leedstown Ferry, across Bur- 
den and Wolt Marshes, to the south of White Post and Millwood, and, 


“See p. 814. 
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keeping to the right of the Millwood and Berryville pike, halt and 
await orders near where the Buck Marsh Run crosses the Berryville 
and Snickersville road. 

2. The Second Brigade (Colonel Devin) will move from its present 
position across the country by White Post, Millwood, and Stone 
Chapel, on Chapel Run, and halt near Berryville. 

3. The Reserve Brigade (Colonel Gibbs) will move from its present 
position on the pike toward Winchester until within two miles west 
of White Post, when the main body will incline to the northeast, tak- 
ing the route pursued by the cavalry in making the advance, and 
keeping to the south of Limestone Ridge direct its march across the 
country, halting near Berryville for orders. One regiment of this bri- 
gade will cross to the left bank of the Opequon Creek, moving down the 
creek on that bank about a mile from the river, recrossing and pro- 
ceeding across the country when it arrives at a point northwest from 
that town, when it will rejoin the brigade. 

The above instructions will be deviated from only so far as is neces- 
sary to continue the march in the general direction indicated. An 
intimate connection will be kept up between the columns as they 
advance, and frequent reports will be made by the commanding officers 
of the columns on the flanks to these headquarters, which will move 
with the Second Brigade. 

Further instructions will be sent by staff officers. 

By command of Brigadier-General Merritt: 

A. E. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Near Winchester and Millwood Pikes, on Berryville and 
White Post Road, Va., August 16, 1864—9 p.m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ForsyTH, 
Chief of Staff: 

Your communication of August 15, inclosing orders and dispatches 
from General Sheridan, was received this morning 8.30, The dispatch 
for General Grover was forwarded without delay by an escort of one 
squadron, General Grover having camped on Goose Creek last night. 
I shall reach Nineveh or Stony Point by 7 in the morning. I have 
picked up the detachments at Berryville. Have five full days’ rations 
from this morning (will hold out seven) and about one full day’s ration 
of forage. Sent ninety-six wagons this evening for supplies to Har- 
per’s Ferry; will reach there to-morrow night. Have 130 rounds of 
Spencer ammunition and.150 Sharps per man. My horses are in good 
condition with the exception of a very few, which need shoeing. Please 
request the major-general commanding to order the return of all men 
of my division serving with the Nineteenth and Sixth Corps and in the 
Department of Washington; also that my forges and transportation, 
which had not arrived at Washington when the division left, to be for- 
warded with as little delay as possible. The animals furnished in 
Washington are very poor and the forges indispensable. Captain 
Whitaker was directed to proceed to your headquarters this morning. 
Lieutenant Noyes carries this and will bring any orders you may have. 

J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
52 R R—VOL XLII, PL I 
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CIRCULAR. | Hpgrs. THIRD Division, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 16, 1864. 
The attention of brigade commanders is again directed to the orders 
of suppression of marauding and to the illegal seizure of property. 
The men of the command must not be permitted as individuals to enter 
houses or inclosures, but when either provisions or forage are necessary 
the proper staff officers of brigades and regiments, with necessary 
details of officers and enlisted men, will seize whatever may be needed, 
giving receipts in accordance with the present regulations of the Quar- 
termaster’s Department. On the march men must not be permitted to 
leave the ranks with their arms, horses, or accouterments, except on 
duty. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS HIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 16, 1864. 
Brigadier-General McIntTosH, 
Commanding First Brigade: 


GENERAL: The general directs me to suggest to you to leave some 
wagons with picked men concealed in them somewhat in rear as a decoy 
for bushwhackers. He leaves the manner of doing it entirely to your 
own discretion, but thinks that by this way some of the bushwhackers 
may be deceived and captured. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 16, 1864. 
Brigadier-General McINTOosH, 
Commanding First Brigade: 

GENERAL: The general directs that you send the inclosed dispatch 
to General Grover, commanding division Nineteenth Army Corps, with 
one good squadron on the road back toward Leesburg, with instruc- 
tions to the commanding otticer to return to this command as soon as 
dispatch is delivered. He will find the division of infantry probably 
between Purcellville and Leesburg. The order to return is based upon 
the supposition that General Grover may wish to retain cavalry, and is 
in accordance with instructions from General Sheridan. 

Very respectfully, your very obedient servant, 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 

’ Berryville, Va., August 16, 1864. 

Brigadier-General TORBERT, 
Chief of Cavalry, Middle Military Division: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I reached this place with 
my command at 2 o’clock this a.m. Found everything quiet. General 
Wilson is at Harper’s Ferry with his command, having arrived this 
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morning. I am unable to encamp at the precise place indicated by you 
on account of scarcity of water. No chance to obtain forage from the 
country for my command. I am encamped about one mile from the 
town on the Charlestown road. All roads are clear. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. N. DUFFIR, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY OorPs, 
August 16, 1864. 


Brigadier-General DuFFIS, 
Commanding Division: 

GENERAL: In accordance with instructions just received from Major- 
General Sheridan, I request that all the cavalry now under your com- 
mand and belonging to this division and the Second Division, Cavalry 
Corps, be assembled at or near Berryville and turned over to my com-. 
mand as soon as we shall reach Berryville, which will probably be at 
2 o’clock this p. m. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant 
: J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., August 16, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. J. W. FoRsyTH, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to request that the detachment of the 
Eighth Ohio Cavalry at Beverly be ordered to join the regiment at this 
place at once. It is impossible for the enemy to occupy West Virginia 
west of the Alleghany Mountains until the railroad is repaired west of 
Staunton. The country is perfectly destitute of supplies, and no force 
except small parties can operate in Randolph County. There are 
plenty of discharged soldiers in Barbour and Harrison Counties who 
can take care of all the guerrillas in that section. It is very important 
that the 400 men of the Eighth Ohio Cavalry, now at Beverly, should 
join the regiment at once. It is one of the best veteran regiments 1n 
service, but is unfortunately armed with the Union carbine, in which 
the men have no confidence. I desire to get the regiment together and 
arm them with Enfield rifles. They are the finest skirmishers and 
sharpshooters in service. Their separation is detrimental to their 
discipline and their accounts are in a very disorderly state. In its 
present position it is of no use; together, it would add greatly to the 
strength of my division. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant 
: At WM. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WES1 VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., August 16, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. J. W. FoRSYTH, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division: 

COLONEL: I beg leave to call your attention to the fact that there 
are at Beverly, W. Va., besides the Eighth Ohio Cavalry, about 200 of 
the Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, who are acquainted with the country 
and perfectly able, with the assistance of local organizations, to dis- 
perse all marauding parties of the enemy in that section. I mention 
the fact to show that there is no necessity for the detachment of the 
Highth Ohio Cavalry remaining at that place. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, August 16, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to call your attention to paragraph 2, 
General Orders, No. 52, headquarters Department of West Virginia 
(just received at these headquarters), stating that the guns abandoned 
by Lieutenant Means, First West Virginia Artillery, were brought oif 
by infantry. Ibeg leave to state that these guns were found abandoned 
by myself while my division was covering the retreat of the forces 
engaged. I dismounted myself and superintended the arrangements 
for hauling off the guns, and sent them off the field in charge of the 
sergeant-major First West Virginia Cavalry, who reported with them 
to my adjutant-general at Martinsburg on the morning of the 25th. 
At the time I found the guns they were abandoned and no infantry 
was near them. In view of these facts I have the honor to request that 
such correction will be made as will give to the men of my division the 
credit of saving those pieces. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper’s Ferry, Va., August 16, 1864. 
[Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL:] 


GENERAL: In pursuance of orders from this military division and 
Military Department of West Virginia, I have assumed command of 
this military district. To-day it is developed that the enemy has 
accumulated between this point and the tront, making the vicinity of 
Charlestown their theater of operations, a force of about 600 or 700 
mounted guerrillas; they threaten our communication and jeopardize 
all trains started from this point. Unless your instructions are definite 
from General Torbert to remain at Martinsburg, I require at least 
1,000 of your command, with such artillery (say, at least, one section) 
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as you have that can be used with the force, to immediately occupy 
Charlestown. Move there to-morrew morning at daylight and clean 
the enemy out. Report to me by the couriers whether your command 
can do this work. Its importance requires a prompt move. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., August 16, 1864. 
(Received 4.30 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

The term of service of five regiments of Ohio National Guards expires 
within the next three days. These regiments constitute my entire 
force east of Piedmont, except small detachments of the Sixth and Elev- 
enth Virginia Infantry. Officers and men of the 100-days’ regiments 
are extremely anxious to be promptly sent home. General Crook 
informs me he has no troops to spare me to take their place. Would 
it be possible to send me three regiments temporarily from Washington 
or Baltimore? The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad is now in working 
order as far east as Martinsburg. Besides the protection of the rail- 
road and public property, we have at this point 1,500 patients in hos- 

ital. 
y B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 
(Copy to General Crook.) 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 24. Cumberland, August 16, 1864. 
¥ * * * 


* * * 


III. The detachment of the Sixth West Virginia Cavalry now at 
Beverly will be placed en route to this point without delay. The 
mounted portion of the detachment will march via Seneca and Green- 
land Gap, and the dismounted men will proceed with the baggage, &c., 
of the detachment to Webster, W. Va., from which point they will be 
transported by cars. The assistant quartermaster at Grafton will pro- 
vide transportation. 

* * * * * * * 

By order of Brevet Major-General Kelley: 

C. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BLOOMSBURG, PA., August 16, 1864. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

I have notified deserters from draft of Columbia County that if they 
reported themselves by Saturday night, 20th instant, the charge of 
desertion would be remitted by me. I am here with ample force to do 
what troops can do, but Saeed the saad course ot eminently proper. 

leas i uickly if my action is not approved. 

Please notify me q y y ppm N. COUCH, 
Major-General, 


(Same to Col. E. D. Townsend.) 
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Ciry Port, VA., August 17, 1864—9 a. m. 
(Received 7 p. m. 18th.) 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Near Winchester, Va.: 

Our movement to the north of the James River has exercised the 
enemy a great deal, and from statements of prisoners he has lost very 
heavily; it has, too, undoubtedly prevented sending re-enforcements 
to the Valley. Richmond is now threatened by no mean force on the 
north, and Petersburg by a large force on the south. It is highly 
probable that the constant vigilance I shall compel the enemy to keep 
up will force him to recall a large portion of Early’s force. Watch 
closely and be prepared to move at any moment. If you find Early 
sending off any of his troops strike suddenly and hard. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Tieutenant-General. 


BERRYVILLE, VA., August 17, 1864—9 p. m. 


Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Armies of the United States: 

All your dispatches have been received. Kershaw’s division is here, 
and Wickham’s and Lomax’s brigades, of Fitz Lee’s cavalry division, 
also another brigade from Reams’ Station. The First Cavalry Division 
captured 300 prisoners yesterday; most of them belonged to Kershaw’s 
division. One division of A. P. Hill’s corps is reported here, but no 
prisoners taken. The position that 1 held in front of Strasburg was a 
very bad one, from which I could be forced at any time precipitately. 
Winchester is untenable except as a provisioned garrison. I have, 
therefore, taken a position near Berryville, which will enable me to get 
in their rear if they should get strong enough to push north. -Win- 
chester is now held by the cavalry, with one brigade of infantry of the 
Sixth Corps to act with it. The cavalry engagement in front of Front 
Royal was splendid; it was on open ground; the saber was freely 
used by our men. Great credit is due to Generals Merritt and Custer 
-and Colonel Devin. My impression is that troops are still arriving. 
Kershaw’s and Fitz Lee’s divisions came through Culpeper. Mosby 
has annoyed me and captured a few wagons. We hung one and shot 
six of his men yesterday. I have burned all wheat and hay, and 
brought off all stock, sheep, cattle, horses, &e., south of Winchester. 
The prisoners captured belong to Kershaw’s division, and Wickham’s 
and Lomax’s brigades, of Fitz Lee’s cavalry division. 

P, H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


[AuGus? 17, 1864.—For Sheridan to Halleck, reporting operations, 
see p. 19.} 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 17, 1864. 
(Received 3 p. m.) 
Hon. HE. M. STANTON: 
A soldier left as nurse to wounded at Paris some weeks since came 
in with rebel surgeon’s pass to-day for medicine and clothing to take 
to our men. He left Paris Monday morning 6 o’clock. He heard of no 
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enemy except Mosby and White. They were east of the Blue Ridge. 
The citizens talked freely with him. He repeats the same thing before 
stated with regard to re-enforcements, and says a division of rebel 
cavalry is at Front Royal. General Sheridan’s information placed 
Fitzhugh Lee there. An officer left three miles this side Berryville 
at daylight. He heard artillery firing toward Winchester. I will have 
a messenger from Berryville in short time. 
N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 17, 1864. 
(Received 9.45 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Just received dispatch from General Averell. I get the same news 
from other sources and think it correct. One of my couriers saw the 
prisoners at Winchester. A return escort is due here at 10 o’clock 
to-night. Hope then to give you further and definite information. 
Here is Averell’s dispatch: 

MARTINSBURG, August 77, 1864, 
Col. N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Aide-de-Camp: 

Your dispatches are received and sent forward by astaffofficer. One of my scouts 
brings the report that two brigades of our cavalry fought Hoke’s division, of Long- 
street’s corps, and Wickham’s and Lomax’s cavalry near Front Royal last evening, 
capturing three battle-flags and 300 prisoners from the enemy. General Sheridan was 


at Winchester at1l a.m. to-day. The enemy’s movements seem to be upon Sheri- 
dan’s left flank. I shall endeavor to ascertain before morning to what extent Early 


has been re-enforced. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


Muppy BRANcH, August 17, 1864. 
Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff: 
CoLONEL: The detachment Eighth Mlinois Cavalry, 5 officers and 
about 130 men, have reported from Middle Department, 


Respectfully, JNO. M. WAITE 
Major, &e. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., August 17, 1864. 


Colonel TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
COLONEL: The patrols report all quiet to-day. We have aman who 
was taken prisoner by Mosby at Berryville, Va., and escaped. Mosby 
captured at the same time a commissary train and the guard, He took 


460 mules and 20 horses. He burned the stores. 
H. H. WELLS, 


Lieutenant-Colonet, 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Winchester, Va., August 17, 1864—1.20 a. m. 


Brevet Major-General Emory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you march 
at 4 a. m., with your corps, via the Berryville pike, to Berryville, taking 
position with your command on the ground camped on by your corps 
on the evening of the first day’s march from Harper’s Ferry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Court-House, Berryville, Va., August 17, 1864. 


Brevet Major-General EMory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps: 

GENERAL: The headquarters of the major-general commanding are 
established at the court-house, Berryville, Va. Please send three 
orderlies to remain here to-night, that there may be no mistake in find- 
ing your headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Hpars. First Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 17, 1864. 
Maj. D. S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Nineteenth Army Corps: 

Sir: In compliance with orders from headquarters Nineteenth Army 
Corps, and for the information of the brevet major-general commanding, 
in reference to the failure of part of this command to march at the 
appointed hour this morning, I have the honor to state that the orders 
to be in readiness to move were transmitted to Colonel Beal, command- 
ing First Brigade, without a moment’s delay on the part of these head- 
quarters, as were also the orders to march; that the One hundred and 
fifty-third New York Volunteers, detailed as advance guard, moved 
punctually at 4 a. m.; that Colonel Beal’s command was encamped 
distant from the town half a mile or more; that the train, in rear of 
which Colonel Beal was directed to march, did not move with either 
punctuality or regularity, owing partly to the fact that the troops of 
the Second Division blocked the way in town, rendering it extremely 
difficult for regimental teams to join the main train. The blockading 
of the streets, as stated, interfered with the movements of the First 
Maine Battery, Captain Bradbury falling in rear of Second Brigade, 
Second Division, supposing it to be Second Brigade, First Division. 
I beg to inclose statement of Colonel Beal in the matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM DWIGHT, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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[Inclosure.] 


Hpgrs. First Briac., Frrst Diy., NINETEENTH CORPS, 

Berryville, Va., August 17, 1864. 
Captain LEEFE, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Div., 19th Corps: 

Srr: [have the honor to make the following report, in answer to 
your inquiry why the brigade of my command did not move at the hour 
appointed thismorning: Orders were received to march at 4 a, m., anfl 
the troops were ready at that hour. About 3.45 orders were received 
to send one regiment ahead as advance guard. I detailed the One hun- 
dred and fifty-third New York, and they started at precisely 4 o’clock. 
Knowing that some time would elapse before the trains would be made 
up, I gave the men twenty minutes more to drink their coffee and fill 
their canteens, then started with the brigade and moved with all dis- 
patch through the streets, which were blocked by wagons and troops 
of other brigades. I arrived, without very much delay, outside the 
town, halted a moment while the rear wagons of the train in my front 
moved out of park, and then proceeded on, without any delay to myself 
-and without delaying others. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. L. BEAL, 
Colonel Twenty-ninth Maine, Commanding First Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Berryville, Va., August 17, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GROVER, Commanding Second Division: 
GENERAL: You were expected at this place this morning to join the 
corps; it is very desirable that you doso. The general commanding 
directs, therefore, that you move here at once. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. 8S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 17, 1864—11.50 a, m. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT: 
March to Winchester as soon as your command is sufficiently rested. 


Yours, &c., 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, 
August 17, 1864—9.50 a.m. 
Capt. A. E. DANA, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CAPTAIN: I have reached the cross-roads and find General Wilson’s 
column going up the turnpike toward Winchester. The rear of his 
command is just passing. I have concluded not to send a regiment up 
the Opequon, as he will probably sweep that country. 

Very respectfully, 
ALFRED GIBBS, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


No report from the infantry. 
5 Z A. G. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ) WaAk Duept., ADJT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 273. Washington, August 17, 1864. 
* * x * * * * 

40. The following assignment of signal officers is hereby made: Capt. 
O. H. Howard, to the command of the signal detachment, Department 
of West Virginia. 

i * * * * * * * 

By order of the Secretary of War: 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 150. § Berryville, Va., August 17, 1864. 
The regiments of Ohio National Guard (100-days’ men) now serving 
in this department will be sent to Columbus, Ohio, to be mustered out 
of service as rapidly as their respective terms expire. The quarter- 
master’s department will be directed to furnish the necessary transpor- 
tation. 
By order of Brevet Major-General Crook: 
P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 17, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Military Division: 


Sir: I assumed command last night. Finding all trains threatened 
by guerrillas, and that they are in force, largely increased by a con- 
centration of several organizations under Mosby, making the vicinity 
of Charlestown their theater of operations, I am of opinion that the 
only safety to our trains and couriers is the posting a force at Charles- 
town, with General Duffié at Berryville, and 1,000 of Averell’s force 
at Charlestown, with orders by constant scouting to keep the country 
clear. I think we can send forward everything without loss. As mat- 
ters now stand no small party or train with small guard is safe. I 
have written to General Averell requesting him to occupy Charlestown 
with 1,000 men and one section of artillery, unless his orders are per- 
emptory from General Torbert to remain at Martinsburg. If he does 
so it will render all communication perfectly sectre. Nothing but 
gross carelessness will enable the enemy to interfere. If you have use 
for Avérell, a force should be provided for Charlestown. The quarter- 
master, Captain Gardner, informs me that by Saturday night he can 
have trains running to that point, and will therefore save twenty-four 
miles to our trains, avoiding the heavy hills between this post and that 
point. Should your purposes embrace the using of Charlestown as 
your advance depot I will endeavor to protect the road to that point. 
Your instructions in regard to this post are being carried out, and per- 
haps a few days will cure existing evils. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- General, 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ADors. MIL. Dist. oF HARPER’S FERRY, 
No. 2. Harper's’ Ferry, W. Va., August 17, 1864. 
Captain Faithful, First Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, is hereby 
appointed assistant provost-marshal of the Military District of Har- 
per’s Ferry, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly. Captain 
Faithful will take the supervision of the line from Sandy Hook to 
Monocacy, and see that all rules, orders, and regulations are strictly 
carried out and good order observed. He will make duplicate daily 
A to these headquarters and to the provost-marshal, Captain 
ratt. 
By order of Brigadier-General Stevenson: 
H. M. BURLEIGH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MixLiTary Divisron, 
Winchester, Va., August 17, 1864—9.30 a. m. 


Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: Your communications concerning the change of your 
battery received. Your letter* inquiring as to whether you shall re- 
main at Martinsburg has been referred to Brigadier-General Torbert, 
chief of cavalry, Middle Military Division. 


Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Tneutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Winchester, Va., August 17, 1864. 


Brigadier-Gereral AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: You will remain at Martinsburg until further orders. In 
the meantime push matters to fit your command for active service. 
Send to me an application to have Battery L, Fifth U.S. Artillery, 
changed to horse artillery, and it will be done if possible. Send 
up a recommendation for Col. W. H. Powell, Second Virginia Cav- 
alry. I will be at Winchester at least as long as I can stay. Third 
Division Cavalry, Army of the Potomac, is here, or coming in, and the 
First Division, Army of the Potomac, will be here to-morrow. Com- 
municate with me directly. I am afraid to write more, under the cir- 
cumstances. Send me a return of your command. 


Yours, &c., 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry. 


[AuaustT 17, 1864.—For Reno to Averell, ordering latter to fall back 
to Charlestown, &c., see p. 502. | 


*See Averell to Forsyth, August 15, p. 804. 
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., August 17, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. D. STEVENSON, 
Commanding District of Harper's Ferry : 

GENERAL: By direction of General Averell I have the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your note of yesterday, reporting the pres- 
ence of 500 or 600 guerrillas at Charlestown, and directing him to take 
1,000 men, with two pieces of artillery, “to clean them out.” Iam 
instructed to Say, in reply, that this command, having been almost 
constantly upon the march since the Ist of May, has been halted here 
to remount and refit.. General Averell considers it unnecessary and 
improper to march 1,000 of his men with two pieces of artillery against 
500- or 600 guerrillas. His scouts have already informed him of the 
presence of these predatory bands in the vicinity of Cliarlestown, and 
that General Duffié, with his division, was last evening at Berryville 
for the purpose of keeping that flank clear. Two hundred men have 
been sent from this division to communicate with General Duffié and 
to disperse the guerrillas in the vicinity of Charlestown. Jam directed 
to request that you will be good enough to furnish General Averell 
with any information that you may obtain of the enemy and his move- 
ments. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 17, 1864. 
General AVERELL: 


Mosby, White, and other bands of enemy are concentrated in vicinity 
of Charlestown, with view to attack trains and cut off all couriers. 
Yesterday evening and last night they were in Charlestown. Have you 
sent any portion of your command to Charlestown? We have large 
trains to be sent forward, but there is no safety with such guards as I 
can furnish, unless Charlestown is held with force sufficient to scout 
country and clear road of guerrillas. 

JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, August 17, 1864. 
Brigadier-General STEVENSON: 


General Duffié’s division was at Berryville yesterday evening. Two 
hundred of my command have been sent to communicate with him and 
to capture, kill, or disperse the guerrillas at Charlestown. They should 
have arrived there before this. I have also scouts in that direction. If 
they do not succeed in clearing out the place I will send more. There 
should be astrong picket at Keyes’ Ford, which would hinder the enemy. 
Please inform me if you hear from Charlestown before I do. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HARPER’S FERRY, August 17, 1864—7 p.m. 


Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Martinsburg, Va.: 

Rebels occupy Charlestown with small force this evening. Attacked 
party of couriers coming in about 5 o’clock, capturing two of them; 
heard nothing of your command. A large supply train will start from 
here in morning so as to reach Charlestown by 6 a.m. Have but small 
guard. Ifyou could have a force at that point before the train, to join 
escort and move with it to Berryville, it would secure the safety of 
train. Mosby, with his command, is waiting to attack train and will 
capture it if possible. The supplies are needed at the front and should 
be put through by all means. 

JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


MARTINSBURG, August 17, 1864—10 p.m. 
Brigadier-General STEVENSON: 

My scouts, just returned from Charlestown, report no enemy there, 
but Mosby between there and Berryville waiting for train. Have heard 
nothing from 200 men sent out this morning; cannot send any more 
force in that direction; from all indications shall need it here to-mor- 
row. Scouts from Winchester report that General Sheridan’s infantry 
passed through Winchester this morning toward Harper’s Ferry. Noth- 


ing but our cavalry in Winchester at 11 a. m. to-day. 
WM. W.: AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General, 


MARTINSBURG, August 17, 1864. 
(Received 8.48 p. m.) 
General KELLEY: 
Enemy reported re-enforced and advancing on both sides of the Blue 
Ridge. Our cavalry had a fight with them yesterday evening at Front 
Royal. Our infantry reported out of Winchester. I will keep you 


posted if any more news. 
BRENAMAN, 
Operator. 


CUMBERLAND August 17, 1864. 


Colonel STEVENSON, 
New Oreek: 

It is reported that McNeill, with a squad of his men, is in or near 
Mechanicsburg Gap. Send one company of the Eleventh Virginia and 
a detachment of cavalry—say twenty men—on a scout via Knobly road 
to Romney, to return via Burlington, The men will take two days’ 


rations. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, ; 
Harrisburg, Pa., August 17, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. THoMAS A. ROWLEY, ' 
Commanding Monongahela District, Pittsburg, Pa.: 

GENERAL: The commanding general directs me to inform you that 
disturbances are apprehended on the Canadian line, and it is possible 
that they may extend toward Erie. You will please direct special 
attention to that part of your district, and if there is any sign of dan- 
ger send to that point Capt. Thomas H. Bates, Battery A, First New 
York Artillery, and any other troops you may have at your disposal. 
You will also take with you such arms and ammunition as may be 
necessary to use in case of emergency. It may be well for you to pro- 
ceed at once to Erie and quietly make yourself acquainted with the state 
of affairs in that region and on the opposite shore, reporting the result 
of your observations, &c., to these headquarters. _ 

I, am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., August 18, 1864—11 p.m. 
(Received 10.45 a. m. 19th.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, 
City Point, Va.: 

In a previous telegram I informed you that I would give up my 
position at Cedar Creek and fall back to Berryville. The enemy were 
massing heavily in Luray Valley, and Cedar Creek was no place for 
defensive operations. I now hold, with cavalry, the line of the Opequon 
Creek. A heavy force of the enemy’s infantry drove General Torbert 
out of Winchester yesterday evening about dark. He had Wilson’s 
division of cavalry and a small brigade of infantry. I cannot tell the 
loss; it will be at least 250. No loss of material. All reports I get are 
to the effect that troops are coming into the Valley from Culpeper. 
There has been no advance toward Martinsburg. I destroyed all the 
wheat, hay, and provisions south of Winchester and Berryville, and 
drove off all the cattle. The enemy is very much chagrined at it. If 
the enemy should go north of the Potomac I will follow him up. There 
is no occasion for alarm. General Grover’s division joined me this 
morning at Snicker’s Gap. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 


CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., August 18, 1864—10.30 p.m. 
(Received 3.30 a. m. 19th.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 
_My command is posted as follows: two brigades of cavalry at Berry- 
ville; one near crossing of the Opequon, by Berryville pike; one division 
at Summit Point, holding the crossing of the Opequon to Smithfield; 
Averell’s cavalry at Martinsburg. There has been uo advance toward 
Martinsburg. The infantry is at Clifton, and in rear of it, covering the 
Berryville, Smnithtield, and Summit Point roads to Winchester. All the 
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reports I have are to the effect that troops are still coming over from, 
Orange Court-House into the Valley. . General Torbert, with Wilson’s 
division and one small brigade of infantry, was driven out of Winches- 
ter. I do not know yet what will be his loss. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 18, 1864. (Received 1.10 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington : 

The general commanding directs that if you have collected the Eighth 
Ilinois Cavalry at Muddy Branch that you order it to scout well out 
into Loudoun County. 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., August 18, 1864—10 p. m. 
(Received 4 a. m. 19th.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
Washington, D. C.: 

Keep scouts well out in Loudoun County. I have ordered the Eighth 
Illinois Cavalry to rendezvous at Muddy Branch Station. The position 
of my troops is as follows: four brigades of cavalry in front at Berryville 
and well up toward Winchester at the crossing of the Opequon; one 
division of cavalry at Summit Point; infantry at Clifton and in rear of 
Clifton. I am in telegraphic communication with Averell, who is at 
Martinsburg. Everything is all right in that neighborhood. The line 
of the Potomac should be watched carefully and information be sent to 
me should any raiding parties attempt to cross. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Hpg@rs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 18, 1864. 
Major WAITE, 
Commanding Bighth Illinois Cavalry: 

Masor: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to inform 
you that Company L of your regiment has been ordered to report to you, 
and that Colonel Gamble, commanding Camp Stoneman, has been 
directed to send to you every officer and enlisted man of the regiment 
fit for duty, including those at Camp Relief. “On the arrival of this 
company at your camp you will (leaving your regimental property, “c., 
in charge of a guard of cavalry scouts and dismounted men), with your 
entire available force, make a thorough scout through Loudoun County, 
Va., in the direction of and well toward Upperville, Middleburg, and 
Snicker’s Gap. The special object of the scout is to break up and 
exterminate any bands or parties of Mosby’s, White’s, or other guer- 
rillas which may be met. Mosby is reported to have within reach and 
control from 400 to 500 men and two pieces of artillery. It will be nec- 
essary for you to move with the utmost caution, The nature of the 
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country and the disposition of the inhabitants is such that the safety of 
your command can only be insured by more than ordinary vigilance on 
the part of your patrols and guards. It is possible that you may meet 
from the direction of Culpeper a force superior to your own, it having 
been reported that a division of Confederate cavalry was moving In 
that vicinity. It is desirable that you carry no wheels with you, sub- 
sisting, on exhaustion of such supplies as you may be able to carry, on 
what the country offers. Report by telegraph your departure through 
the command, and return with any information of note you may acquire. 

Be pleased to forward to Major Fry the inclosed communication and 
give him any information he may desire or require concerning the line 
he is to occupy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure. } 


Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 18, 1864. 
Major Fry, 
Commanding Detachment of Cavalry: 

MAgsor: The major-general commanding directs that you consult with 
Major Waite, commanding Eighth Illinois Cavalry, and learn from him 
the requirements of the line now occupied by him. During the absence 
of Major Waite you will, with your detachment, perform the duty now 
performed by him. Be pleased to report the number of your command 
ahd make from time to time such reports as are now made by him. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ALEXANDRIA, August 18, 1864. 
(Received 3.40 p. m.) 
Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Mr. William Davis, from below Occoquan, reports that he met a rebel 
scout, who informed him that heavy columns of cavalry, infantry, and 
artillery are en route for the Valley of Virginia. The advance was at 
Gordonsville on Monday morning. Longstreet isin command. Hill’s 
corps, it is rumored, is to follow. 

H. H. WELLS, 
Lieut. Col., Provost-Marshal-General, Defenses South of Potomac. 


(Copy to General Sheridan.) 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CAMP, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 18, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Asst. Adjt. Gen., 22d Army Corps: 
_CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that all has been quiet here 
since last report by Colonel Lazelle. The party sent out on the 14th 
to the west and south of Centerville returned night before last. There 
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is no force reported in the country visited, but there any soldi 
of the Southern army on furloughs and k horse debut hbo pects 
brought in a prisoner belonging to the Second Virginia Cavalry and 
two horses. Two escaped prisoners, one of the First United States 
and the other of the First New York Dragoons, came in here day before 
yesterday. They report that Mosby on Sunday morning last attacked 
the wagon train of the First Cavalry Division and Sixth Corps, guarded 
by a strong force of infantry, on the other side of Snicker’s Gap 
capturing over 400 mules, 180 prisoners, 300 head of cattle, and burned 
over 100 wagons. These men state that they were present at the attack 
and afterward escaped from the enemy. Colonel Lazelle left here 
yesterday at 10 a. m. with all of the Sixteenth New York that could be 
got together. The party are provided with three and a half days’ 
rations and forage. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

i H. 8. GANSEVOORT, 
Colonel Thirteenth New York Volunteer Cavalry, Comdg. Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Clifton, Va., August 18, 1864—2.45 p.m. 


Brevet Major-General Emory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you move 
your command without delay via Charlestown pike, and take up a 
position on the left-hand side of the pike, near Mrs, Frame’s, on north 
fork of Bullskin Run. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS, W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL CROOK’S HEADQUARTERS, 
August 18, 1864—6 p.m. 


General MERRITT: 

DEAR GENERAL: I did intend to come down to see you, but General 
Sheridan wishes me to go down to Charlestown with him. This is the 
second time to-day that I have been here from Summit Point. General 
Wilson’s division, or the main body, is at Summit Point, one regiment 
at Middleway, one regiment at the crossing of Summit Point road and 
Opequon Creek, and holding down to the road from Summit Point ‘to 
Berryville as far as where the road turns off to go to Rippon. Breck- 
inridge’s corps made me leave Winchester yesterday evening, but I 
had not the First Division by a long shot. I had about 700 infantry, 
and some of it was captured. I will tell you about it when I see you. 
Send a company to Charlestown at daylight in the morning to bring 
back dispatches. 

Yours, &c., 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry. 
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Hpers. Second BRIGADE, Frrst CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 18, 1864—3.30 p.m. 
General W. MERRITT, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: [ this a.m. sent asquadron of Ninth New York with orders 
to strike the Berryville.and Winchester pike near the Opequon, com- 
municate with Colonel Lowell, and thence return to the left of my lines, 
sending scouts to all elevated points where a view could be obtained of 
the country beyond. The squadron has just returned after communi- 
cating with Colonel Lowell and carrying out the other instructions. 
No enemy could be seen, although views were obtained of miles of the 
country in front. The Second Cavalry were met establishing a line of 
vedettes from my right to Lowell’s left. 1 have just made a tour of my 
lines and found everything quiet. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
THOS. C.-DEVIN, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


COLONEL LOWELL'S HEADQUARTERS, 
August 18, 1864. 
Brigadier-General MERRI'r, 
Commanding First Division: 

GENERAL: The colonel] fell back about one mile. No position here for 
artillery. The enemy is quiet; no firing. Some cavalry and infantry. 
It appears as if they were reconnoitering. The picket-line of Colonel 
Lowell has not yet succeeded to connect with General Wilson’s. The 
colonel gave orders for the battery to halt. 

N. B.—I1 went ahead of the artillery. 

Very respectfully, 
EDW. MYERS, 
Tieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Summit Point, Va., August 18, 1864. 
General WILSON, 
Commanding Third Division: 

GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs that you make dispositions to 
hold the crossing of the Opequon Creek from Summit Point. The regi- 
ment now at the forks of the road at the church be sent to that point. 

Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 
Frequent reports must be made from this regiment. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD Division, CAVALRY CORPS, 


August 18, 1864—9 a. m. 
Captain RENO, vg 


Chief of Staff : 
CAPTAIN: A scout has just reached here from General Averell’s com- 
mand by way of Smithfield, from which place he was sent by Captain 
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McNulty, Twenty-second Pennsylvania Cavalry, with directions to 
report that General Averell had left Martinsburg this morning, march- 
ing to the Shepherdstown road and to within about seven miles of 
Smithfield, when he met a scouting party going toward Shepherdstown, 
and immediately turned about his command and marched in the same 
direction on the Shepherdstown turnpike. Lieutenant-colonel com- 
manding Fifth New York Cavalry has posted his regiment on the 
Opequon, and reports that a short distance before arriving there he met. 
about twenty rebel cavalry and drove them across the stream. Latest 
account from him is 5 p. m., at which time there was no apparent indi- 
cation of the enemy’s advancing in'this direction. A squadron sent 
out by General Chapman has just returned, having thoroughly scouted 
the country between the Opequon and Martinsburg pike, and reports 
no evidence of the enemy except a few small scouting parties; none of 
the rebel forces have passed toward Martinsburg, but the commanding 
officer of this squadron learned of a Quaker farmer that they had been 
passing in force from Winchester toward Berryville. Colonel Moore, 
commanding Twenty-second New York Cavalry, at Smithfield, reports 
that this afternoon two men of the Fifth New York Cavalry, who had 
remained in Winchester last night came into his camp this evening, 
having traveled toward Martinsburg on the pike and reached him by 
striking across the country. They report no force of the enemy in 
Winchester, but that the troops which were engaged with my division 
yesterday afternoon had moved toward Berryville. Two officers at 
about 7 p. m. passed through this place looking for General Torbert’s 
headquarters. They reported that Lowell had been attacked this p. 
m. and driven toward Berryville. In view of all these facts it seems 
quite clear that the enemy has directed his novements upon Berryville, 
and I have therefore directed General McIntosh to look for them in that 
quarter and to open communication with General Merritt. As soon as’ 
anything of importance is learned from that quarter I will commu- 
nicate it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division, 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 18, 1864. 


Brigadier-General McInvTosu, 
Commanding First Brigade : 

GENERAL: It is reported that Colonel Lowell, commanding brigade, 
has been driven across the Opequon on the left, andit is supposed that 
the enemy are now this side the creek. The general commanding 
directs that you open communication with General Merritt at Berry- 
ville to ascertain the correctness of this report, and also that you send 
word to Colonel Hammond informing him of the above, with directions, 
if possible, to find out himself. The general desires to hear from Col- 
onel Hammond as soon as possible. 


Very respectfull our obedient servant, 
jas L. SIEBERT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CoRPs, 
Summit Point, August 18, 1864—10.45 a.m. 
Brigadier-General McINTOSH, 
Commanding First Brigade: 

GENERAL: According to directions of the chief of cavalry, if you 
have not already done so, you will without delay strengthen your picket 
at the stone church on the road over which we advanced this morn- 
ing, to a full regiment, under a good and responsible otticer, and will 
advance it to the crossing of the Opequon Creek. Having arrived 
there it will post itself in a most advantageous manner for the purpose 
of holding that place. The commanding officer will keep pickets out 
well beyond the crossing and be instructed to communicate frequently 
with these headquarters; he must also hold his position as long as 
possible. 

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 

L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


ADJULANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, August 18, 1864. 
COMMANDING GENERAL, 
Harper's Ferry, Va: 

The Secretary of War directs that you take and hand over to E. L. 
Wentz six of the prominent citizen rebels at Harper’s Ferry who 
guided the raiders in their late expeditions. They are to be held as 
hostages for six negroes taken by the rebels from the railroad force. 
Report receipt and execution of this order. 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, dugust 18, 1862. 
(Received 3 p. m.) 
General MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General: 

Your telegram received. Mosby attacked the wagon train en route 
for the front at or near Berryville, eighteen miles from this depot, on 
the morning of the 13th instant. Captured and burned 50 wagons and 
ran off about 350 mules. The wagons were principally loaded with 
forage, subsistence, and regimental property of the First Cavalry 
Division. 

Respectfully, 
R. 8. GARDNER, 
Assistant Quartermaster. 


MARTINSBURG, August 18, 1864. 

(Received 4 a. m.) 
Brig. Gen. J. D. STEVENSON: 

Our forces left Winchester last night. Enemy there in strong force 
reported by General Torbert. Please send following dispatch to Gen- 
eral Sheridan: 

Reno reports enemy in strong force at Winchester 8 a.m. yesterday. Will send 
my train to Williamsport and wait till I see enemy. Please send three signal officers 
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cavalry be sent to Shepherdstown, with some artillery. 7 ‘ 
Answer. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


[AveusT 18, 1864.—For Forsyth to Averell, directing movements of 
Averell’s command to north side of the Potomac, &¢., see p. 501. | 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 18, 1864, 


Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

Major-General Sheridan directs [me] to notify you that our cavalry at 
Winchester had to fall back to Summit Point, and orders that you 
move your command to the north side of the Potomac, if necessary, and 
cover the country from Sharpsburg to Williamsport. Answer. 

JOHN D, STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- General, 


MARTINSBURG, August 18, 1864. 


General STEVENSON: 
Nothing seen or heard of the enemy in Back Creek Valley, Bunker 
Hill, or Gerrardstown. Please send this to General Sheridan. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
pCbkes Sete 
Brigadier- General, 


Brigadier-General DUFFIE, 
tharlestown, W. Va: 
Please forward this to General Sheridan. ; 
JOHN D, STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


ITRADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Shepherdstown, August 18, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. D. STEVENSON: 
GENERAL: Please communicate the following to General Sheridan 
as promptly as possible and be good enough to send me his reply: 


Received an order from Reno this morning to fall back to Charlestown. On the 
way received a communication from General Torbert requesting me to occupy 
Smithfield and Bunker Hill. When near Leetown received dispatch from General 
Sheridan to cross the Potomac, if necessary, and cover the river from Williamsport to 
Shepherdstown. My command is now near Shepherdstown, with pickets at Mar- 
tinsburg, Williamson’s Cross-Roads, and Kearneysville, Gerrardstown, Bunker Hill, 
and Leetown. I should be glad to be informed of the condition of affairs in front 


in order to determine my course, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General, 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Clifton, August 18, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division, Martinsburg : 

GENERAL: General Torbert reports this a. m. that you are at Smith- 
field or Middleway. You report at 4 a. m. to-day that you will remain 
at Martinsburg and wait for the enemy, falling back, if necessary, to 
Williamsport, which is all right. Make frequent reports to the com- 
manding officer at Harper’s Ferry. 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
. Charlestown, Va., August 18, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division, Martinsburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: Two dispatches from you have been received to-day. All 
right. Follow the directions 1 have given heretofore. I do not con- 
sider it safe to notify you by telegraph of the position of the troops. 
Our cavalry is well out toward Winchester. Communicate with me by 
express and keep me advised of any movement of the enemy in your 
direction. Have you a cipher operator? 

’ P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, August 18, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Martinsburg: 
Runors are rife of the advance of the rebel force again, largely re- 
enforced. Please give me your latest information. 
3. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


° 


CUMBERLAND, August 18, 1864, 
Governor BOREMAN, 
Wheeling: 

It is reported that Early has been largely re-enforced and is advane- 
ing again on Martinsburg, General Sheridan’s force falling back toward 
Harper’s Ferry. The term of service of most of my force has now ex- 
pired, and the ‘officers and men are determined to go home. Some 
active measures must be taken to have troops sent me or West Vir- 
ginia will be overrun. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


J MARTINSBURG, August 18, 1864. 
General KELLEY: 
General Averell is going back by way of Williamsport. He is on 
Williamsport road, Ihave no news of the enemy’s intentions or doings. 
BRENAMAN, 
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CUMBERLAND, August 18, 1864—3 p.m. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, jh ee 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Harper's Ferry : 

I learn that General Averell is falling back from Martinsburg toward 
Hagerstown. I most respectfully ask that he be ordered to oceupy and 
hold Hancock if not inconsistent with General Sheridan’s plans and 
movements. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 18, 1864, 
COMMANDING OFFICER SIXTH WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY, 
Beverly, W. Va.: 
An order was sent in mail this a. m. for you to move with your com- 
mand to this place. Get ready to move at once. 
By order of Brevet Major-General Kelley: 
C. A. FREEMAN, 
Taeutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 18, 1864. 
Col. N. WILKINSON, 
Clarksburg, W. Va.: 

It is reported that small squads of rebels are in Gilmer, Roane, Cal- 
houn, and Wirt Counties. You will send out as strong a detachment 
as you can spare, under command of a reliable officer, with ten days’ 
rations of hard bread, sugar, and coffee, to scout that region thoroughly. 
The rations will be carried on pack-horses. Advise these headquarters 
fully by mail if you have any such information. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Kelley: 

C. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hogrs. MIDDLE DEP’., 8TH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 207. 5 Baltimore, August 18, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


2, The One hundred and thirty-first Regiment Ohio National Guard, 
Col. J. G. Lowe commanding, will be put en route, without delay, to 
report to the commanding officer at Columbus, Ohio, there to be mus- 
tered out and paid off at the expiration of their term of service in 
accordance with the mustering regulations of the army. The quarter- 
master’s department will furnish the necessary transportation. Bvt. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. Morris, U.S. Army, is charged with the execution 
of this order. 


By command of Major-General Wallace: 
SAML. B. LAWRENCH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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WASHINGTON, Angust 18, 186{—3.20 p.m. 
Major-General CoucH, 
Bloomsburg, Pu. : 

The Secretary of War directs me to say that your action in offering 
pardon to deserters is not approved, and that you were not justified in 
taking such action without proper authority. Send to Adjutant-Gen- 
eral a copy of your proclamation or notice of such pardon. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HARRISBURG, August 18, 1864. 
(Received 12.50 a. m. 19th.) 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMY, 
Washington: 

By direction of Major-General Halleck I send you the following copy 
of a communication to the deserters from the draft in Columbia County: 
Col. J. G. FREESE, 

Bloomsburg, Pa. : 

You are authorized by me to inform those persons in Columbia County who have 
not reported, as required under previous drafts, and‘are known as deserters, that the 
charge of desertion shall be remitted by me, provided they duly report themselves 
by, on or before 12 p. m., Saturday, the 20th instant. This does not include those 
charged with the crime of murder, 

: D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 

General Fry probably received a letter from me to-day upon the 
subject. 

D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs, DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
No, 45. Harrisburg, Pa., August 18, 1864, 
I. The Brandywine District is hereby discontinued. 
II. Maj. Gen. George Cadwalader, U. S. Volunteers, will resume com 
mand of Philadelphia. 
By command of Major-General Coueh: 
JNO. 8S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, August 19, 1864—10 a.m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
City Point, Va.: 

One of General Augur’s scouts insists that. Longstreet’s corps and 
Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry have passed through Culpeper, on tneir way 
to join Early. The information derived from this man has heretofore 
proved very reliable. If this be true, the enemy is too strong for 
Sheridan. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Ciry Point, VA., August 19, 1864—s p.m. 
(Received 2.50 p.m. 20th.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C.: 

Fitz Lee’s cavalry and Kershaw’s division, of Longstreet’s corps, have 
gone from here to the Valley. No other troops have gone, and with the 
present distribution of troops here the enemy is much more likely to 
withdraw from the Valley than to send more there. The enemy’s loss here 
this week in killed, wounded, and captured cannot fall much short of 
4,000, if it does not exceed this number. They are now so extended that 
they are forced to keep every man on the watch, and from accounts of 
prisoners are running their men to death shifting them from one place 
to another. Sheridan has a force about equal to the enemy, and if the 
latter advances will have him at an advantage. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


CHARLESTOWN, August 19, 1864—10.30 p.m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT: 


All the information received to-day shows a large concentration of 
the enemy at Winchester. lreceive constant reports of the passage of 
troops across to this Valley from Culpeper. I have taken the defensive 
until their strength is more fully developed. They have made no 
attempt to pass down the Valley to Martinsburg, which I hold with a 
small force of cavalry. If they cross the Potomac they expose their 
rear and I will pitch into them. I destroyed everything that was eat- 
able south of Winchester, and they will have to haul supplies from well 
up toward Staunton. Our loss at Winchester will be about 200. 
Guerrillas give me great annoyance, but I am quietly disposing of 
numbers of them. The enemy appears to be uncertain as to what 
course to pursue. The intention so far as I can learn was to send a 
column direct from Culpeper to the Potomac and Early to advance at 
the same time from Martinsburg. This was frustrated by Karly being 
compelled to fall back and your operations on the north side of the 
James. I still think that two divisions of infantry have come here and 
Fitz Lee’s cavalry. My force will have to be weakened to supply the 
place of the 100-days’ men serving at Harper’s Ferry and in West 
Virginia. Grover has joined me. [I now can calculate on bringing 
into action about 22,000 or 23,000 infantry and about 8,000 cavalry. 

Respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 


WASHINGTON, 1). ©., August 19, 1864—10 a.m. 
(Via Harper's Ferry.) 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 

A scout states very positively that Longstrect’s corps and Fitzhugh 
Lee’s cavalry have passed through Culpeper to join Early. He says 
that Mosby told him that he had captured one of your trains of seventy 
or eighty wagons, with 500 mules and horses. Is that true? 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., August 19, 1864—5 p.m. 
(Received 9.30 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Your telegram of 10 a. m. received. Fitzhugh Lee’s division and a 
portion of Longstreet’s corps crossed from Culpeper into the Valley. It 
is also probable that a division of A. P. Hill’s came up. It is rumored. 

‘that the intention was to move this force from Culpeper and Early to 
move from Martinsburg. This was frustrated by Early’s being forced 
back and the troops at Culpeper came into the Valley.’ Mosby cap- 
tured about forty wagons from one of my trains. The traia was escorted 
by 100-days’ men, under General Kenly, and when attacked by seventy 
of Mosby’s guerrillas the 100 days’ men ran. About 200 mules were 
captured. I did not know the extent of the capture until yesterday. 
It was said everything was recovered except six wagons, but this was 
not true. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HIARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 19, 1864. 
(Received 2 p. m.) 


Hon. EDwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

The army was disposed as follows: General Merritt, at Berryville, with 
four brigades, picketing the country from Snicker’s Ferry, via Stanley 
[Stone] Church, on Millwood road, to Opequon; General Wilson is at 
Summit Point, his left joining Merritt; Sheridan’s infantry line crosses 
the Charlestown pike at North Fork of Bullskin Run and extends to 
Welch’s Spring, on the Summit Point road; Averell is at Shepherds- 
town, with pickets at Martinsburg, Bunker Hill, Smithfield, and toward 
Winchester. All quiet at 8 a.m. The enemy appears to work east 
from Winchester. A scout from Hillsborough says he could hear of no 
enemy east of Blue Ridge. Line works through to Cumberland yet. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HpeRs. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 9. j Charlestown, W. Va., August 19, 1864. 
1, Major Russell, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, having 
reported at these headquarters for duty, in compliance with orders from 
headquarters Armies of the United States, is hereby assigned to duty 
on the staff of Brig. Gen. A. T. A. Torbert, chiet of cavalry. 


5, Maj. John Kellogg, commissary of subsistence, U. S. Army, hav- 


ing reported at these headquarters, in compliance with Special Orders 
No. 268, from Adjutant-General’s Office, War Department, August 12, 
1864, is hereby announced as chief commissary of subsistence of the 
Middle Military Division. 
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7. Capt. A. EF. Hayden, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, is 
hereby assigned to duty at these headquarters, and will be obeyed and 
respected accordingly. 

* * * * * * * 

9. Capt. William H. Hosack, acting commissary of subsistence Mid- 
dle Military Division, is hereby relieved from duty at his own request, 
and will report to Byt. Maj. Gen. George Crook, commanding Depart- 
ment and Army of West Virginia. 

. * => * * * x 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 

Ik. B, PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY Division, 
Charlestown, W. Va., August 19, 1864, 
All able-bodied male citizens under the age of fifty who may be sus- 
pected of aiding, assisting, or belonging to guerrilla bands now infest- 
ing the country will be immediately arrested by corps and independent 
commanders and torwarded to these headquarters as prisoners of war, 
to be confined in Fort McHenry, Md. <A written statement should be 
forwarded in every case. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, D. C., August 19, 1864—11.30 a.m. 
Major General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Military Division, Charlestown, W. Va.: 

I have just received your dispatch of 10 p.m. yesterday. The Kighth 
Tilinois Cavalry will all be at Muddy Branch to-day and start imme- 
diately on their scout, as you have directed. The river meanwhile 
will be watched by a provisional battalion of cavalry under Major Fry. 
Lazelle, with his regiment, is on the upper Rappahannock and will re- 
turn by the gaps. I get the rumor from a rebel scout that Longstreet 
in person passed with a large number of troops through Gordonsville 
last Monday. You probably kuow by this time if the report be true. 
I will inform you all that I can learn of what the enemy are doing this 
side the mountains. 

C. C. AUGUR, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., August 19, 1864—10 p.m. 
(Received 9 a. m, 20th.) 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Department of Washington : 
T have the honor to inclose you a copy of a dispatch* received from 
General Grant in reference to the course to be pursued with the citizens 
of Loudoun County, Va. “You will please order the commanding officer 


* See Grant to Sheridan, August 16, 3.80 p. m., p. SIL. 
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of the Eighth Mlinois Cavalry to carry out the provisions of said in- 
structions as far as lies within his power. All persons arrested you 
will confine as prisoners of war and at such points within your depart- 
ment as you may deem best, or I will authorize the transfer of them to 
Fort McHenry. The information which I have received confirms your 
dispatch that the forces sent from Richmond crossed over into the 
Valley from Culpeper, with the exception that General Anderson is in 
command instead of Longstreet. You will please forward frequent 
reports of the information that you may receive. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 19, 1864, 


Major WAITE, 
Commanding Eighth Illinois Cavairy, Muddy Branch: 

MaAJsor: Sinee my communication to you of the 18th instant cireum- 
stances have ensued making it necessary that there be as little delay 
as practicable in your movements. You should be in Loudoun County 
as soon as possible. 

Very respectfully, major, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Lieut. Col., Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Muppy BRANCH, August 19, 1864—6 p.m. 
(Received 6.30 p.m.) 
Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 


COLONEL: Your communications of 18th and 19th both just received 
atonce. Have just started inclosure to Major Fry, who will not be able 
to get my line taken up to-night. I will use utmost exertion in getting 
started. ; s 

Very respectfully, 
JNO. M. WAITE, 
Major, Commanding. 


Muppy BRANCH, August 19, 1864—6.30 p.m. 
(Received 6.40 p.m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: | have received no orders to relieve the detachment of 
cavalry with me from Camp Stoneman. They are not supplied with 
pistols. Shall I take them with me? 

JNO. M. WAITH, 
Major, de. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY FORCE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 19, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLor, 
Chief of Staff and Asst. Adjt. Gen., 22d Army Corps: 
COLONEL: I have nothing to report except that all has been quiet 
here since yesterday. Nothing has been heard from Colonel Lazelle 
and party. 
Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. 8S. GANSEVOORT, 
Colonel Thirteenth New York Cavalry, Comdy. Cavalry Camp. 


Pornt Lookout, August 19, 186{—9 a.m. 
Maj. C. H. RAyMonpD: 

Allquiet. I should like to have the order concerning the One hundred 
and thirty-ninth Ohio issued as soon as possible fixing the day of 
leaving. It will have a good effect on the men [to| hear that some of 
the regiments have already reached home. It will be favorable to 
re-enlistments, 

J. BARNES, 
Brigadier-General, Conimanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 19, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ForsytH, 
Chief of Staff: 

Mr. Beardsley, sutler of the Twenty-ninth Maine, was captured last 
night with five or six soldiers at a house on the pike half a mile to our 
rear, and subsequently made his escape. He ascertained, I think, 
pretty conclusively, that Mosby’s camp was on the Shenandoah, nearly 
abreast of the place where he was captured. A considerable party of 
them are also on the road to our right and rear, where they killed and 
captured one or two stragglers from my camp. I thought it useful to 
communicate this information that General Duffié, if he is in the neigh- 
borhood, may be after him. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
D. S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, " Hpers. DETACHMENT 191H ARMY CORPS, 
No. 4. § Near Charlestown, Va., August 19, 1864. 

I. In pursuance of verbal instructions heretofore given, one company 
will be detailed from each brigade of the Nineteenth Army Corps to 
act as pioneers. They will be equipped with an equal number of axes 
and spades, according to the strength of the company, and four pick- 
axes. They will, in addition to these, carry their arms, but will be 
allowed, at the discretion of the division commanders, to put their 
knapsacks in the wagons. 

IJ. All detached men in this command will be required to carry their 
arms. ‘The provost-marshal is directed to arrest all men who are found 
without arms in violation of this order, 
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III. All women present with this command will be at once sent to 
the rear, and none will be allowed to accompany the troops of this 
command. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Hmory: 

DUNCAN S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 19, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Carr, 
Commanding 165th New York: 

The general commanding directs that you move, after drawing rations, 
to Flowing Spring, four miles distant, in time to get there by daylight 
the 20th instant, to escort a forage train, now at Flowing Spring, to 
this place. It is important that your command arrive at Flowing 
Spring sufficiently early to start from there with the forage train at 
daylight. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
D. 8S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpqrs. CAv., MIDDLE MILITARY DiIv., 
No. 7. § Charlestown, W. Va., August 19, 1864. 
1. Major Russell, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, having 
reported for duty at these headquarters, in compliance with Special 
Orders, No. 9, headquarters Middle Military Division, dated August 
19, 1864, is hereby announced as assistant adjutant-general of this 
command. 


3. Lieut. Col. Henry Page is hereby announced as chief quartermas- 
ter of the cavalry, Middle Military Division, and will be obeyed and 
respected accordingly. 


By order of Brigadier-General Torbert: 
GEO. B. SANFORD, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, W. Va., August 19, 1864. 
General W. MERRITT, 
Commanding First Division: 

_ GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs me to send you the follow- 
ing instructions and information: A train with three days’ rations and 
two days’ forage have just started. The supplies will be issued as soon 
as possible and the trains sent to this point with sufficient escort. Ten 
wagon-loads of small-arm ammunition is on the train. The teams 
belong to your old train. Send those you have been using, and, in 
fact, all trains you can dispense with, to this point. Send at once 
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requisitions for artillery ammunition. The artillery ammunition train 
is here, but will be sent to Harper’s Ferry in the morning. All trains 
sent back by you must be here before daylight to-morrow. Arrest. all 
male citizens between the ages of sixteen and fifty years as prisoners 
of war, and send them to the rear. Send two regiments from Berry- 
ville up the road down which General Crook marched as far as Kable- 
town, returning to their camps by way of Rippon, on the Charlestown 
and Berryville pike. This force will arrest all citizens (male) found on 
their route, and will be kept well in hand. Seud scouting parties to 
the front, and report often any. information of the enemy, as the major- 
general commanding is exceedingly anxious. Mosby’s men are in some 
force on the Charlestown and Berryville pike. Attacked this morning 
a party of 120. 
Very respecttully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


General Emory reports that the guerrillas developed a force of sixty 
men near Kabletown. 
IM GAR MLC 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS IIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 19, 1864, 
Hereafter brigade commanders will see that armed and organized 
parties are sent out for forage, and that single persous or small 
unauthorized squads are not allowed to go out. Several men have thus 
been captured this morning close to the camps. 
By command of Brigadier-General Merritt: 
A, EK. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARLERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 19, 1861—12.30 p.m. 


Colonel Di CESNOLA: 
The general commanding directs that you saddle up at once and be 
ready to move at a moment’s notice. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. A. GORDON, 
Captain, Second Cavalry, Assistant Commissary of Masters. 


CIRCULAR. | Hpers, SECOND Bric., FIRST CAVALRY DIV., 
August 19, 1864. 
Regimental commanders will see that the within orders are complied 
with. : 
By order of Colonel Di Cesnola: : 
H. WHITH, 
Captain and Provost-Marshal. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, Va., August 19, 1864. 


General WILSON, 
Commanding Third Division Cavalry: 

GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs me to inform you that Gen- 
eral Averell is at Shepherdstown with his command, picketing toward 
Martinsburg, Leetown, and Gerrardstown. There is no further infor- 
mation from General Merritt?’s command. He also directs that you 
send in your train of empty wagons if you have not done so already, 
and also requisitions for artillery ammunition. He also wishes a report 
trom you as to the condition of affairs in your front. Headquarters, if 
not at this point, will be on the Berryville pike in the vicinity of the 
Nineteenth Army Corps. 

Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


Send « pretty strong escort with your reports, fifteen men and an 
ofticer. 


Abstract from field return of Third Division, Cavalry Corps, commanded by Brig. Gen. 
James H. Wilson, August 19, 1864. 


‘ oo oo 
eles: 
Forduty fully | & Be 
equipped. 2 ae 
Tr | 3 2 
oops. iP Se te 
3 = | &e 
5 : eo fie 
= q oD 
=| e Ss | & 
; elie 2 | a Hr ie oo 
—|— a 
Division herd quaytends ca. socrts cscs em askive saison merce ee Seis 2 74) 29 | 
First Brigades. tacceeciu2osc0ccseasse bce ecco ULC HILLLC I Mtr t vec tne eer 
Second Brigade cca etiyc es BA chee ANAL eter we cede ieee, ene 58| 1,298| 117| 1/639 
oe ) 
i 
Potalics eitese pas aee tae se eahs wenlels ae sielasioee sn ei | ¢ Woy 
Penmingtorts battery ce esse cmc ce eee ene geen Sn ee y ae er: gs 133 
Hitghnghisbatbery.ss..Acescoce ace atec See ce eee ee eRe Se 3) TTS Lee see 128 
1 
Do tailla Pssst RPE sake Meek Se eee os Sete aaa 189 | 3,470| 298| 4,361 
| 


| | 
| | 


TIpers. First BRIGADE, THIRD Division, CAVALRY Corps, 
August 19, 1864. 
Capt. L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

The officer in charge of the detachment sent with dispatch to Gen- 
eral Merritt has returued, with the information that when the Sixth 
Army Corps moved Colonel Lowell fell back, and that the enemy now 
hold the crest of hills this side of the ereek. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
CHAS. H. MILLER, 
Assistant A djutant-General. 


Crap. LY.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 849 


HEADQUARTERS Prev New Yorn CAVALRY, 
i August 19, 1864, 
Capt. C. H. MILLER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CAPTAIN: All has been quiet through the night. Yesterday after- 
noon an orderly from the Second Massachusetts Cavalry came to me, 
while I was posting my pickets across country, bringing an order from 
Colonel Lowell, commanding brigade, to Colonel Cole, First Maryland 
Cayalry, to fall back gradually, as the enemy were moving up the 
Berryville pike with infantry, cavalry, and artillery. This orderly said 
he had come three miles from Colonel Lowell; that Colonel Lowell was 
then four miles from Berryville toward Winchester and falling back. 
He said he had not crossed the Opequou Creek. 

W. P. BACON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER'S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, Va., August 19, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Military Division : 

GENERAL: This morning a reliable man, who has been used here 
heretofore, came in from Hillsborough; reports nothing in Loudoun but 
Mosby’s and other guerrillas. I have sent him back to extend his 
scout down the valley, and make immediate report of any forces of 
the enemy he may hearof. I have also placed a cavalry force of Cole’s 
(Maryland) regiment at Keyes’ Ford, with orders to scout Loudoun 
Valley. I shall promptly advise you of any information. I am much 
annoyed about couriers and escorts for trains. The small force de- 
tailed here for courier duty is composed of details from Dutfié’s com- 
mand. When they are sent to the front on courier duty they are 
seized by their regimental commanders, and not permitted to return. 
Tf this is continued I shall have no couriers. For trains I can furnish 
no escorts unless I use General Kenly’s brigade. He claims to be an 
independent command, to receive orders alone from your headquarters. 
The remaining infantry force is on post duty. A small escort of cay- 
alry is all that is required for trains. Having no cavalry I cannot 
furnish them. The track will be completed, I am advised by Captain 
Gardner, assistant quartermaster, to-morrow. <A considerable number 
of stragglers are coming in from your command. I have ordered them 
all to be arrested, and bold them subject to your orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, W. Va., August 19, 1864. 
Brigadier-General STEVENSON, 
Commanding District of Harper's Ferry: 
GENERAL: Your communication of this date received. I am in- 
structed by the general commanding to inform you that a cavalry force 
will be immediately ordered to report to you for courier and other 
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duty. General Kenly’s brigade whilst at Harper’s Ferry is under your 
command and he will be directed to report to you for duty. The gen- 
eral desires that you continue to arrest all stragglers that may make 
their way into Harper’s Ferry, and as opportunity offers forward them 
to their respective commands or to these headquarters. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, i , 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
In the Field, August 19, 1864—10_p. m. 
Brig. Gen. J. D. STEVENSON, 
Commanding District of Harper’s Ferry : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you order 
the Twentieth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, now at the dismounted 
camp, Pleasant Valley, Md., to Halltown, to garrison that place and 
protect the depot established at that point. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
LTieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEStT VIRGINIA, 
Shepherdstown, W. Va., August 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. D. SrEVENSON, 
Harper’s Ferry: 
GENERAL: The enemy’s cavalry, about 1,000 strong, drove my pick- 
ets from Martinsburg to Hainesville at 5 p. m. to-day. 
Very respectfully, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.—Please communicate the above to Major-General Sheridan. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
In the Field, August 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen, MAx Wrper, U.S. Volunteers: 
(Through Brig. Gen. J. D. Stevenson, 
Commanding District of Harper’s Ferry.) 

GENERAL: I am directed by the commanding general to inform you 
that General Orders, No. 66, current series, from these headquarters, 
assigning General Stevenson, to the command of the Military District 
of Harper’s Ferry, did not relieve you from duty in the district, and it 
was expected that you would be assigned to a command by General 
Stevenson. 

Iam, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS FrRst CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
, Charlestown, Vu., August 19, 1864. 
Capt. GEORGE B, SANFoRD, : 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 
Hdqrs. Chief of Cavalry, Middle Military Division : 

Str: I have the honor to state that an ambulance, with some wounded 
in it, was captured by guerrillas near Halltown about an hour or two 
since. The ambulance was without guard; and was passing to Harper’s 
Ferry, having arrived just at the head of a wagon train, with a guard 
of five men coming in this direction. The five men failed to do any- 
thing on the pretense of being too weak. It is impossible for me to 
take the responsibility for the safety of Halltown and vicinity with the 
small force of cavalry which Ihave. I would call your attention to the 
fact that my reports show only 1,000 men for duty. I have 150 men 
constantly on picket; about 100 guarding trains at the present time, 
and about 150 men on scout and patrol duty. Add to this the 
necessary details for camp duty, and more than half my command is 
constantly on duty. It is impossible for me, under these circumstances, 
to insure safety from guerrillas at Halltown. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. N. DUFFIB, 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.—I have just received information that the men, six in number, 
have been retaken by my troops, but the rebels made off with the 
ambulance and horses. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, Xe., 
A. ON Ds, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, August 19, 1864—S a.m. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, Commanding Cavalry Division: 
GENERAL: Your dispatch of 12 p.m. rece'ved. General Merritt is 
at Berryville, with four brigades of cavalry, picketing from Snicker’s 
Ferry, via Stone Church, on Millwood pike, round to the Opequon. 
General Wilson is at Summit Point, picketing the Opequon country, 
his left connecting with Merritt. General Wilson has scouting parties 
on the east bank of the creek, scouting the country between Martins- 
burg pike and the creek; General Merritt also has scouting parties 
on the east bank of the creek, on the Berryville and Winchester pike. 
Latest report last night was that the enemy were moving toward Berry- 
ville. Our infantry line crosses the Charlestown pike at North Fork of 
Bullskin Run, and extends to Welch’s Spring, on the Summit Point road. 
Did you receive dispatch of 1 p. m. yesterday? 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, August 19, 1864—5 p. nm. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, Commanding Cavalry Division: 
GENERAL: I want you to look out sharply for a movement of the 
enemy toward Martinsburg. All the reports from my front indicate a 


852 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA. MD., AND PA. (Cua. LV. 


movement in that direction. [ want information of any such move- 

ment without delay. If they cross the Potomac I don’t want them to 

get back; keep me posted. If you can send Me four five reliable 

scouts 1 will be very much obliged. J will pay them well. 

eg re bP. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, Va., August 19, 1864. 
General W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Second Division : 

The chief of cavalry directs that upon the receipt of this dispatch 
you start all the men belonging to General Duffié’s division to this 
point; also, that you send as soon as possible a return of your com- 
mand. 

Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


[AuGuSt 19, 1864.—For Averell to Forsyth, relative to serving under 
orders of General Torbert, We., see p. 502. | 


[AuGUS?r 19, 1864.—For Forsyth to Averell, authorizing employment 
of citizens to obtain information, We., see p. 502. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILIPARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, Va., August 19, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Division Cavalry: 

GENERAL: An officer of the First New York Cavalry and thirty men 
have just come in to my headquarters, with orders to go to Millwood, 
Berryville, and Winchester, and at Winchester meet a party out from 
the north. AsT have adivision (First) covering the country from: Snick- 
e1’s Ferry out toward Millwood and White Post, the crossing of Ope- 
quon Creek by Berryville aid Winchester pike and up to the second 
crossing of the creek, headquarters of this division at Berryville (Gen- 
eral Merritt), and another division (Third) connecting with the First 
on the left and extending to the right as far as Middleway, holding 
out to the front, main force and headquarters at Summit Point (Gen- 
eral Wilson), I do not think it necessary for him to go any farther on 
his ordered route. He will return with one of your aides, a major, who 
came in to-day. From all the information we could get to-day, the 
enemy Was moving a large body of cavalry on the pike toward Mar- 
tinsburg. I wish you would ascertain if this is true, if possible. Keep 
strong parties as low down the Martinsburg and Winchester pike as it 
is safe todo. I started parties for Bunker Hill to-day, but have not 
heard from [them] yet. 

Yours, &c., 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry. 
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DiIviston, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Shepherdstown, Va., August 19, 1864. 
Major WITCHER, 
Third West Virginia Cavalry: 

MAJOR: The general desires that you move with your regiment on. 
the north side of the Potomac at Williamsport. You will find Captain 
MeVicker, and direct him to picket the road to Martinsburg south of 
the river. You will send picket to Dam No.5 and McCoy’s Ferry. 
You will send patrols in the direction of Martinsburg and Hedgesville, 
and will make preparations to defend the line of the river as long as 
possible. Communicate frequently with these headquarters. 

Respectfully, 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
In the Field, August 19, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Md.: 

The 100-days’ men ordered to be sent to Columbus, Ohio, as soon as 
their term of service expires, will be replaced by other troops as soon as 
the present exigencies will permit. 

By order of Breyet Major-General Crook. 

P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cumberland, August 19, 1864. 
Lieutenant GOULD, 
Comdg. Detach. of Sixth West Virginia Cav., North Branch: 
You will send a scout of forty men and one officer, via Burlington and 
Mechanicsburg Gap, to Romney, returning via Springfield, Frankfort, 
and Patterson’s Creek. A report of this scout will be required, and 
information is desired as to why no report was made of the last scout- 
ing party ordered from these headquarters. 
By order of Brevet Major-General Kelley: 
: ©. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 19, 1864. 
Colonel STEVENSON, 
New Creek: 

I am not well enough to visit you yet. This I regret very much. I 
received an order last night from the assistant adjutant-general direct: 
ing me to hold the 100-days’ regiments till he could communicate with 
the commanding general in the front. You will therefore hold your 
command ready to move, but will await the order. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE DEPARTMENT, 
Baltimore, Md., August 19, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. JAMES W. ForsyTH, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit for your information a brief 
statement of the condition of the troops serving in this department: 

“The First Separate Brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. KE. B. Tyler, 
with headquarters at the Relay House, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
is composed of four regiments of infantry, for duty about 1,800 men; 
First Delaware Cavalry, for duty about 190 men; one battery of artil- 
lery, for duty about 120 men. The main body of the above command 
is concentrated in the vicinity of the Monocacy Junction, Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad. A small garrison from the above is stationed at 
Fort Dix. General Tyler is at the Monocacy in command. 

The Second Separate Brigade, commanded by Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. W. 
Morris, U.S. Army, includes the four forts, viz, McHenry, Marshall, 
Federal Hill, Carroll. The entire garrison of the four forts is, one regi- 
ment of infantry, about 800 men; two companies Second U.S. Artil- 
lery (dismounted), about 75 men. A small regiment of veteran volun- 
teer infantry is daily expected to arrive from New York for duty in the 
above-mentioned forts. 

The Third Separate Brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. H. H. Lock- 
wood, is composed and distributed as follows: Detachment of Veteran 
Reserve Corps, Second Battalion, in defenses of Baltimore and Fort 
Worthington, about 260 men; one regiment of infantry—four companies 
at Wilmington and vicinity, six companies on line Philadelphia, Wil- 
mington, and Baltimore Railroad and Havre de Grace, guarding the 
bridges and depots—about 800 men (one company of this regiment is 
being mounted); one regiment of infantry on duty as guards on North- 
ern Central Railroad as far as Westminster and guards to depots and 
hospitals, &e., in this city, about 700 men; one regiment of infantry, at 
present on duty guarding squads of prisoners from Point Lookout to 
Elmira, N. Y., and conveying squads of men to the Army of the Poto- 
mac, about 750 men; one company of cavalry on duty at Salisbury, 
Md., protecting telegraph to Fortress Monroe, about 90 men; detach- 
ment Second Battalion, Veteran Reserve Corps, at hospitals at Wil- 
mington, Del., Baltimore, and Annapolis. 

I send you the above statement to show you that the utmost I can 
do to strengthen General E. B. Tyler, commanding First Separate Bri- 
gade, who will be the most available to render you aid if needed, will 
be but little. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEW. WALLACE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDqrs. MIDDLE DEPtT., 8TH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 208. { Baltimore, August 19, 1864. 

6. The detachment of the One hundred and forty-fourth Regiment 

Ohio National Guard, Maj. M. 1). L. Buell commanding, attached to the 

Third Separate Brigade, Kighth Army Corps, will be put en route, with- 

out delay, to report to the commanding officer at Columbus, Ohio, there 

to be mustered out and paid off at the expiration of their term of serv- 
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ice, in accordance with the mustering regulations of the army. The 
quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary transportation. 
Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwood is charged with the execution of this order. 
7. The detachment of the One hundred and forty-ninth Regiment 
Ohio National Guard, Lieutenant-Colonel West commanding, now 
attached to the Third Separate Brigade, Eighth Army Corps, will be put 
en route, without delay, to report to the commanding officer at Camp 
Dennison, Ohio, there to be mustered out and paid off at the expira- 
tion of their term of service, in accordance with the mustering regula- 
tions of the army. The quartermaster’s department will furnish the 
necessary transportation. Brig, Gen, H. H. Lockwood is charged with 
the execution of this order. 
* * * od * * * 
By command of Major-General Wallace: 
SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Harrisburg, Pa., August 19, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMY, 
Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that General Halleck, by tele- 
gram of yesterday, directed me to forward you the inclosed copy* which 
was forwarded you last night by telegraph. Although my action has 
been disapproved by the Secretary of War, I cannot but think that had 
he known all of the circumstances connected with the matter, that a 
course similar to that misadopted by me was due to these misguided 
men, and would have been approved by him. They are not guilty in 
comparison to the leaders living in that section, who have taught them 
that the draft was unconstitutional, and that in resisting it they were 
acting in accordance with the Constitution. On leaving Bloomsburg 
I particularly felicitated myself that what had threatened to be a grave 
difficulty had terminated without bloodshed, and to the honor and dig- 
nity of the General Government. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Harrisburg, Pa., August 19, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMY, 
Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that, nothing preventing, 
my headquarters will be re-established in Chambersburg on the 22d 


instant. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. N. COUCH, 


Major-General, Commanding Department. 


“See Couch to Adjutant-General, August 18, p. 840. 


856 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, — [Cuap. LV. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, )} Hpars. DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
No. 191. ) Harrisburg, Pa., August 19, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


6. Capt. EK. M. Warren, commanding mounted company 100-days’ 
Pennsylvania volunteers, will march his company from Camp Curtin 
at 6 a. m. 20th instant, and proceed, via Newville, Newburg, Roxbury, 
Strasburg, Fannettsburg, and Burnt Cabins, to Bloody Run, where he 
will make his headquarters and carry out his instructions furnished by 
the commanding general. The men will be supplied with three days’ 
rations in haversacks and two days’ rations and forage for three days 
in wagons. The command will be supplied with sixty rounds of ammu- 
nition each man. 

By command of Major-General Couch: 

JNO. S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
August 20, 1864—5 p.m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

There is in Loudoun County a considerable settlement of Quakers 
favorable to the Union, but-—never disturbed or conscripted by the 
rebels. No doubt they would be very willing to have their produce 
and animals impressed, but ought they not to be personally excepted 
from the late order to General Sheridan? 

C. A. DANA, 


CiTy Pont, August 20, 1864—9 p.m. 
(Received 5 p. m., 21st.) 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Charlestown, Va.: 

As stated in previous dispatches, no division or brigade has gone 
from Lee’s army to the Valley except Kershaw’s and Fitzhugh Lee’s. 
We have had prisoners and deserters fixing every single brigade within 
the last three days. Warren’s corps is now intrenched across the Wel- 
don road.. I shall endeaver to stay there and employ the enemy so 
actively that he cannot detach further. It is probable that a few 
regiments may have been detached from different divisions and sent 
against you, but [have no evidence of it. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


CHARLESTOWN, August 20, 1864—10 p.m. 
Lieut. Gen, U. 8. GRANT, 
City Point, Va.: 
I have nothing important to communicate. The enemy have not 
gone down the Valley farther than Bunker Hill, and that far only with 
cavalry, I left everything in that direction for them, but they have not 
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accepted the invitation as yet. I will probably to-morrow learn some- 
thing of their strength and intentions. Averell this morning moved 
from Shepherdstown on a stampeding report, and without orders. I 
don’t yet know where he went, but by his movement gives unnecessary 
alarm. Ihope to be able to manage this affair. The enemy do not 
know exactly what to do, and appear to be in doubt. Can you be cer- 
tain of what has come here ? Taking all the reports which reach me, 
they are very unsatisfactory. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., August 20, 1864—10 p.m. 
(Received 3 a. m. 21st.) 
Maj. Gen. H, W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

I have nothing new to report to-night in reference to the intentions 
of the enemy. General Averell, who was at Martinsburg, moved to 
Shepherdstown and uncovered the Williamsport crossing. This was 
satisfactory tome. This morning he reported a brigade of Fitz Lee’s 
cavalry at Martinsburg, but this was an error. There is no enemy 
north of Bunker Hill. To-day, for some unknown reason and without 
necessity, he moved from Shepherdstown somewhere without informing 
me—perhaps to Hagerstown—giving unnecessary alarm by his move- 
ment. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., August 20, 1864—10 p.m. 
(Received 3 a. m, 21st.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

General Averell is the senior to General Torbert, my chief of cavalry. 
This causes a difficulty which can but be overcome by conferring the 
rank of brevet on Torbert. Will you have the kindness to do so? 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 20, 1864, (Received 3.30 a.m, 21st.) 
Maj. T. T. ECKERT : 
The following dispatch* was sent to General Halleck in cipher from 
Cedar Creek to Harper’s Ferry. Wasit received by you and delivered? 
The party that carried it is supposed to have been captured by guer- 


rillas. 4 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


(Answered that it was not received.) 


*See Sheridan to Halleck, August 16, p, 811. 
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HARPER’S FERRY, August 20, 1864—5 a. m. 
(Received 8 a. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

I have just received the following dispatch from General Averell. 
All quiet in Sheridan’s front at this hour. General Averell’s dispatch 
is dated 2 a. m. to-day and is as follows: 

Ihave just received the following information: At 5 p. m. 19th Gilmor, with 
forty or fifty men, entered Martinsburg, one‘brigade of Fitz Lee’s cavalry, with two 
regiments of infantry, being at Big Spring, on the Winchester pike. The remainder 
of Fitz Lee’s command was at Bunker Hill. He has two or three batteries. They 
say that Early was to pass through Snicker’s Gap and join the main body of Lee’s 


army, which was to cross the Potomac at Edwards’ Ferry, Fitz Lee’s cavalry was 
to cross at Shepherdstown and look after Averell. 


N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, August 20, 1864—2.24 p.m. 
Colonel CHIPMAN, 
- Harper’s Ferry: 
Please report what force is at Harper’s Ferry, who is in command, 
and what is the condition of the troops and defenses. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washingtor City, August 20, 1864—8 p.m. 
Colonel CHIPMAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

Your telegram to-day does not say where Averell is, and omits the 
place his dispatch is dated from. Accuracy requires this always to be 
stated. Is the river picketed to Monocacy, and have you any commu- 
nication with Edwards’ Ferry? How far below Harper’s Ferry on the 
river have you means of information? . 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 20, 1864—8 p.m. 
(Received 9.40 p. m.) 
Hon. EDwIn M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

General Stevenson commands at Harper’s Ferry. He sent detach- 
ment of Loudoun Rangers on scout into Loudoun County this morning. 
From report just made by Lieutenant-Colonel Cook I glean the follow- 
ing: Detachment crossed Potomac at Mock’s Ford; went near Lees- 
burg; heard no enemy; changed direction; crossed mountain at Gray’s 
Gap; went to Waterford; encountered Mosby with twelve of his guer- 
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rillas; routed them, captured four. Mosby narrowly escaped by aban- 
doning horse and taking to mountain. A detachment will be sent 
back with instructions to go as far as Aldie. General Averell’s dis- 
patch sent to-day was dated Shepherdstown, where he was when last 
heard from. General Stevenson pickets to the mouth of the Monocacy. 
He has a company at Noland’s Ferry and one at Point of Rocks. Posi- 
tion of General Sheridan’s lines about as last stated. Nothing since 2 
a.m. from General Averell. General Stevenson does not extend his 
pickets above Harper’s Ferry more than a mile. Will send statement 
of forces here in half an hour. 
N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 20, 1864—10 p.m. 
(Received 11.30 p. m.) 


Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Aggregate force reporting to General Stevenson, commanding Har- 
per’s Ferry, is 12,394. Of these 3,059 are armed and equipped as 
infantry and good fighting men; 2,056 are 100-days’ men, ordered home, 
time expired; 1,416 stragglers and convalescents badly armed, disor- 
ganized and of little use; 1,900 dismounted cavalry partially armed. 
Add to this heavy artillery 480 men, 30 guns; 983 light artillery, 49 
guns. This includes all outposts, Frederick, mouth of Monocacy, and 
between there and here and Halltown. -The force is thought ample to 
hold Maryland Heights proper and Fort Duncan on the point of land 
about 3,000 yards west of Stone Battery, and the 100-pounder Parrott 
on the heights, and perfectly commanded by them. The guns of Fort 
Dunean and Maryland Heights command the town of Harper’s Ferry, 
Bolivar Heights, and would make between heights untenable. Itis a 
mistake, therefore, to suppose Harper’s Ferry abandoned by retiring to 
the heights; it is the only way really to hold it. Will send by mail 
to-morrow morning diagram with detailed report of defenses, strength, 
and position of batteries, &c. The force here is not well organized 
except the artillery, but is rapidly being put in fighting condition. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 20, 1864. 


Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Division, Charlestown, Va.: 

Major Waite, Eighth Illinois Cavalry, left Muddy Branch at 12 m. 
to-day, on his scout toward the gaps. He has about 650 mer. 1 
directed him to carry out the orders of General Grant, which you sent 
me, as far as he could, but not to let it interfere with his scouting. I 


have no report yet from Lazelle. 
Cc. C. AUGUR, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, August 20, 1864, 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington: 
I have 100 men who will take the contract to clean out Mosby’s gang. 
I want 100 Spencer rifles for them. Send them to me if they can be 
found in Washington. There is no news here. The enemy are about 
Winchester; they have not gone toward the Potomac, although I left 
the road open. 
P, H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
August 21, 1864. 
Approved. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War, 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 20, 1864. 
General AUGUR: 

The chief of ordnance has been directed to issue Spencer rifles to 
detachments from regiments already armed with them. A Massachu- 
setts regiment of 100-days’ men should be sent to-morrow to Fort 
Delaware to relieve an Ohio regiment there. Notify commanding officer 
at Kort Delaware when it starts, and also General Wallace, to prevent 
strageling at Baltimore. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


ForT MONROR, August 20, 1864—10 p.m. 
(Received 6.30 a. m. 21st.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: Arrived at 9.20 p.m.in steamer Arago, with the One 
hundred and third New York Volunteers, trom Port Royal, S.C. Report 
hereby to you as directed. Will await, as ordered, two hours for orders 
from you, and, none arriving, after that time will proceed to Alexan- 
dria, Va., as ordered by General Foster. 

W. HEINE, 
Colonel 103d New York Volunteers. 


{First indorsement. ] 


‘AUGUST 21, 1864. 
These troops were ordered for duty in Department of Washington. 
General Augur will have orders sent to Alexandria for their disposition, 
landing them there or at Washington, as he may deem best. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Colonel Wells telegraphed to order Colonel Heine to disembark at 
Alexandria and await orders from De Russy. De Russy telegraphed 
to send orders to meet the regiment. Dispatch assigning Heine’s regi- 
ment to De RKussy’s division forwarded by messenger to Alexandria. 


Cred & loc 
SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hpqrs. Dept. OF WASHINGTON, 
; TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 205. \ 


August 20, 1864. 
¥ * * * ¥* * * 

10. The Sixth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers is hereby relieved 
from duty in this department and will proceed without delay to Fort 
Delaware, Del., and be reported to the commanding officer of that post 
for duty. The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary 
transportation. 

By command of Major-General Augur: 

C. H. RAYMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 20, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM GAMBLE, 
Eighth Illinois Cavalry, Commanding Camp Stoneman: 

COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that the necessary 
order {be issued] for the movement of the Twenty-fifth New York Cav- 
alry, and such detachments of regiments belonging to the First and 
Third Divisions, Cavalry Corps, and Reserve Brigade, as are now at 
Camp Stoneman equipped and prepared to take the field. Major Mc- 
Pherson, Twenty-fifth New York Cavalry, will command the column, 
and be instructed to report to Major-General Sheridan, commanding 
Middle Military Division, marching via Harper’s Ferry. He should 
move with three days’ rations for man and horse, with the usual allow- 
anee of ammunition, and be instructed to escort the train of the Third 
Division, Cavalry Corps, en route and parked near this city, to the 
headquarters of that division. Be pleased to report when the troops 
march and the effective strength of the command. 

T am, colonel, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hp@rs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 20, 1864. 
Major WAITE, , 
Bighth Illinois Cavalry, Commanding at Muddy Branch: 
Magor: I am directed by the major-general commanding to inclose 
herewith instructions emanating from headquarters of the army, for- 
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warded by Major-General Sheridan, commanding military division.* 
He directs that these insiructions during your scout be carried out to 
this extent and in this wise: On your return you will impress, load 
with forage, and bring to your camp as many wagons as your command 
is competent to protect; you will also arrest all male “ rebel sympa- 
thizers” between the ages of eighteen and fifty who come within your 
reach and forward them to these headquarters under guard, with lists 
specifying name, place of residence, and character. You will also 
specify names of persons from whom wagons and forage are taken. 
This is not to interfere with the requirements of your scout, but to be 
accomplished on your return. 
Your most obedient servant; 
J. H. TAYLOR; 
Chief of Staff und Assistant Adjutant- General. 


YOUNG'S ISLAND, August 20, 1864. 

(Received 3 p. m.) 

Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Stuff: 
I shall cross at this point at 12.30 p.m. with about 650 men, with 
three days’ rations. 
JOHN M. WAITEH, 
Major, &e., Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 20, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-Generac: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report my return this evening from a 
scout toward the Rappahannock with 280 men of the Sixteenth New 
York Cavalry. We passed within eight miles of that river, and had it 
been necessary, should have gone toit. We were informed by general 
report that no attempts are making by the rebels to use the railroad or 
any part of it above Culpeper Court-House, and no repairs of it are 
making above that point. There are at Warrenton about 2,000 infan- 
try and about 500 cavalry, and a large force, 10,000 men (cavalry and 
infantry), at Culpeper, moving up toward Warrenton. The rebels are 
using the roads between Warrenton and Chester Gap and Manassas 
Gap, and passing trains, troops, and supplies over them constantly. 
One hundred of Kincheloe’s band have been sent to do duty in the 
west ot Stafford and east of Culpeper Counties. This leaves about 
twenty of his party in the vicinity below the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad. Straggling guerrillas were seen, a few picked up, and one 
belonging to the Fitteenth Virginia Regiment brought in with seven 
captured horses. We returned by way of Brentsville and Manassas. 
Beyond the above I have nothing to report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. M. LAZELLE, 

Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


* See Grant to Sheridan, August 16, 3.30 p. m., p. 811. _ 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY Dtvision, 
whi August 20, 1864. 
Major-General Emory, 

Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps : 


GENERAL: I have ordered General Crook to come back to a point in 
rear of you. Thé cavalry will remain as heretofore at Berryville, and 
on crossing of Opequon. There is no movement of the enemy’s infan- 
try; they appear to be circulating about Winchester. It is reported 
that Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry is at Bunker Hill, with advance parties as 
far as Martinsburg. Should any cavalry movement take place you will 
at once be notified of it. 

Very respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpqrs. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Near Charlestown, W. Va., August 20, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. W. Forsy tu, Chief of Staff: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt: of your let- 
ter directing that all detachments of cavalry in my command in excess 
of that authorized from these headquarters be ordered to report to 
Brigadier-General Torbert, chief of cavalry. I have received no order 
designating the number authorized from your headquarters, and re- 
spectfully request that I may be informed of the number. The only 
order that I am cognizant of on this subject is an order from the head- 
quarters of General Wright (then commanding U.S. forces) making 
the following allowance: To each brigade headquarters as orderlies, 
three privates; to each division headquarters as orderlies, one non- 
commissioned officer and five privates; to each corps headquarters 
as orderlies, one non-commissioned officer and ten privates; to each 
corps headquarters as escort and provost guard, one officer, four non- 
commissioned officers, and forty-six men. This distribution has been 
made as fur as possible, there being but one officer and twenty-five 
men for duty as escort and provost guard. I respectfully state that at 
least that number is necessary for provost duty alone. The company 
of cavalry detailed by General Torbert to relieve the detachments 
reporting to me was but forty strong, not enough to relieve the order- 
lies of the corps. All were relieved, however, that could be spared, 
leaving but twenty-five men for escort and provost duty. Under the 
allowance above stated I am deficient twenty men. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

W. H. EMORY, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


| Indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS MippLeE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 24, 1864. 


Respectfully returned. 

The escort at corps headquarters, to consist of one squadron, is all 
the cavalry that is allowed to an infantry corps. All other orderlies, 
couriers, &c., must be infantry mounted by the quarterfnaster’s de- 
partment. 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 

A. F. HAYDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
In the Field, August 20, 1864—1 p.m. 


Brevet Major-General CROOK, 
Commanding Army of West Virginia: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you at once 
move your command back toward Charlestown, via the Berryville and 
Charlestown pike. As soon as you have given the necessary orders of 
march for your command, you will ride in advance, so as to reach these 
headquarters before the head of your column can reach General Hmory’s 
position. You will receive instruction on your arrival here as to the 
position to be taken up by your troops. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 20, 1864. 
General MuRRITT, 
Commanding First Division: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose you copy of order* from 
General Sheridan’s headquarters in reference to house-burning, We. 
General Torbert wishes that you would return to General Crook the 
ambulances belonging to him that you have bee. using, if you have 
received your own. General Wilson reports that a party of General 
Averell’s, which started from his headquarters to return to General 
Averell, were driven back between Middleway and Bunker Hill, and 
that the enemy were in the latter place in some force. 

Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


Gun ammunition goes with this escort. Return the wagons as soon 
as possible. 


SumMir Point, August 20, 1864—12 m. 
My Drar Merrirr: Everything quiet in this direction. Rebels 
picketing along the Opequon. Averell’s two squadrons were driven 
out of Martinsburg yesterday (report) by Fitzhugh Lee’s division and 
two regiments of infantry. Reno writes: “They (we) auticipate a 
movement of rebels in force through Snicker’s Gap to join Lee’s entire 
army for an invasion by Edwards’ Ferry,” which I don’t believe. 

What’s going on? 
Very truly, yours, 
J. H. WILSON]. 


HEADQUARTERS Virsr CAVALRY DIVISion, 
August 20, 1864. 
Colonel Dit CESNOLA, 
Commanding Brigade: 
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ments of the enemy. The major-general commanding the army is anx- 
ious for information. You will also send out and arrest all male citi- 
zens between the ages of sixteen and fifty years in the neighbor- 
hood of your camp and lines, and send them to the provost-marshal at 
these headquarters. It would be well to send well off to your left flank 
to stir up and kill as many of the bushwhackers.as possible who are 
between you and the river. Give strict orders that no men go more 
than half a mile from camp, save in organized parties, under officers. 
The guerrillas have murdered ten or twelve of our men in this neighbor- 
hood already. 
Very respectfully, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRS£ CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 20, 1864. 


Colonel Di CESNOLA, 

Commanding Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division: 

COLONEL: I should much rather [that] you remain in command of the 

brigade until the return of Colonel Devin. Ido not know the nature 
of the order directing your muster-out. If it is not positive, I would 
recommend you to remain with the brigade for the present. 

Very respectfully, 

W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Have you heard anything from the reconnaissance toward the Front 
Royal pike? Report as soon as it returns. 
Respectfully, 
W. MERRITT. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, 
August 20, 1864—6.43 p.m. 
Capt. A. E. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that both parties sent on to 
reconnoiter, one to Millwood and the other toward Front Royal pike, 
reported all quiet toward Front Royal. It seems there has not been 
any movement or passage of troops in that direction since yesterday. 
At Millwood the reconnoitering party received instructions from me to 
surround the town and try to capture Mosby’s men, who were reported 
yet to be in those vicinities, but the officer in charge found no armed 
men there except the five citizens that I sent to the division provost- 
marshal. I just received information that our pickets were fired into 
ten minutes ago in the direction of Front Royal, on the right of the stone 
chapel. I have a regiment standing to horse to meet any emergency if 
it is the case, but I suppose it is nothing else but some guerrillas who 
followed the reconnoitering party. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
DI CESNOLA, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS First NEW YORK DRAGOONS, 
August 20, 1864. 


Capt. Witt1AmM H. H. Emmons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Reserve Brigade: 

Caprain: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with in- 
structions from division headquarters, I proceeded to-day with the 
First New York Dragoons and Second U. 8. Cavalry to Mr. Ware’s 
house, on the Snicker’s Ferry pike; there turned to the left and ad- 
vanced to Myersville and Kabletown, where I halted and sent a scouting 
party of tenmen on to the river, where they encountered a party of twelve 
of Mosby’s men, who fired at my men, then ran, crossing the river and 
dispersing in the hills beyond. I learned from the citizens that Mosby 
with his men was camped at this point on the river night before last, and 
that he was through Kabletown yesterday with asmall party. I did not 
cross the river, aS my horses were very tired, and there seemed to be 
no opportunity of bringing the enemy to bay with his numberless moun- 
tain roads by which to escape. I would respectfully suggest that if a 
sufficient force were sent across the river above Kabletown and another 
at Snicker’s Ferry, with orders to cover the roads between the mountains 
and the river, the former force to move up the river and the latter 
down, the chances would be much better for capturing his party. I 
would also report that, in obedience to orders, I arrested the able- 
bodied citizens found on the route, whom I send you, five in number. 
In returning through Rippon I struck the rear of our infantry column 
moving in the direction of Charlestown. Also met Major Starr with the 
Sixth Pennsylvania about two miles out of this place, establishing a 
picket-line to cover the Charlestown pike, endeavoring to make connec- 
tion with the infantry pickets as ordered, which he had not succeeded 
at that time in doing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HOWARD M. SMITH, 
Major, Commanding First New York Dragoons. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIvIsion, 
Summit Point, August 20, 1864—9.20 a.m. 


Capt. M. A. RENo, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Forces: 

CapTain: Your dispatch in regard to the enemy’s intentions, as 
revealed through General Averell, is justreceived. Isent you a report 
from Colonel Moore this morning, indicating movements in the direc- 
tion of Martinsburg. Have taken measures to ascertain the truth of 
the reports, and will report. My empty wagons left here last night at 
8p.m. The enemy seems to be picketing the entire line of the Opequon. 
I have directed a regiment to make a reconnaissance for the purpose of 
ascertaining the size, position, and movements of all hostile parties on 
that stream. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Hpers. FIRST BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 

: August 20, 1864. 
Brigadier-General WILSON, 

Commanding Third Division, Cavalry Corps: 

GENERAL: I had already sent to Harkins to send out a patrol and 
see if Merritt’s brigades were on the Berryville and Winchester pike. 
The patrol reports quite a wagon train passing on the Berryville and 
Charlestown pike guarded by infantry. The scouts have been sent out 
toward the Martinsburg pike with directions to go to Martinsburg if 
possible. 

Respectfully, 
J. B. McINTOSH, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 20, 1864. 
Brigadier-General CHAPMAN, 
Commanding Second Brigade: 

Please take measures at once to ascertain the truth of the report sent 
in by Colonel Moore, sending out proper scouting parties toward the 
Martinsburg and Winchester pikes. If they cannot cross the Opequon 
directly, let them work in by Middleway or to the north of it. I want 
the whole line of the creek examined, the size, position, and move- 
ments of all rebel pickets reported. One good regiment should be sent. 
You must ascertain whether or not the enemy is using the Martinsburg 
pike, and by what forces. 

Very respectfully, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper’s Ferry, Va., August 20, 1864. 


Major-General SHERIDAN: 

GENERAL: I send you copy of report* of scout made by Loudoun 
County Rangers as far as Leesburg. By it it would seem that there is 
no movement of enemy in direction of Leesburg. I have ordered 
another scout for to-morrow as far as Aldie; shall promptly report 
result. A cavalry picket strong enough to make a scout through 
Keyes’ Gap should be stationed at Keyes’ Ford. You can find men in 
Cole’s (First Maryland) cavalry familiar with the country. Nothing 
from Averell. 


Respectfully, &c., ; 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, August 20, 1864. 
General AVERELL: 
Your dispatch just received. There is no indication of movements 
on my front. The enemy appear to be at Winchester and this side. 


*Not found; but see Chipman to Stanton, 8 p. m., p. 858. 
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Watch the movements toward Martinsburg closely, and when your 
scouts which you have sent to ascertain the strength and designs of 
the enemy return let me know. 
Yours, truly, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


[Aucust 20, 1864.—For Sheridan to Averell, relative to movement 
of latter from Shepherdstown, &c., see p. 503. | 


—_——-. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper's Ferry, August 20, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 5.40 p. m.) 


Brigadier-General KELLEY : 

The 100-days’ men ordered to be sent to Columbus, Ohio, as soon as 
their term of service expires, will be replaced by other troops as soon 
as the present emergencies will permit. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Crook: 

P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS, 
Cumberland, August 20, 1864. 
It was desired and expected that the regiments of the Ohio National 
Guard serving in my command would be promptly relieved and sent 
home to be paid and mustered out of service at the expiration of their 
term of enlistment, but the exigencies of the public service demand that 
they remain a few days longer to enable the Government to collect and 
send troops to relieve them. Iregret exceedingly that circumstances 
require this course toward these gallant regiments which have been so 
efficient and have rendered so important and valuable service in this 
department. I have made, and will continue, every effort possible to 
have you relieved, and I trust your detention will be of but a few days’ 
duration. I therefore appeal to your patriotism to submit to this delay 
with the noble self-sacrificing devotion to your country you have 
heretofore evinced. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 20, 1864. 
Colonel STEVENSON, 
New Creek: 
It is reported that a force of about 400 rebels were in Springfield 
this a.m. Keep your scouts active and well out. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General, 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ; HDQRs. MIDDLE DEPT., 8TH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 65. Baltimore, August 20, 1864. 
I. The District of Delaware will not be included hereafter in the 
command of the Third Separate Brigade. 
_ Il. Col. S. M. Bowman, Eighty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, hav- 
ing been ordered by the honorable Secretary of War to report to the gen- 
eral commanding the Middle Department for duty, is hereby assigned to 
the command of the District of Delaware, and all troops that are now 
or may be hereafter assigned to duty in said district. The headquarters 
will be at Wilmington, Del. This does not relieve Colonel Bowman 
from the duties to which he was assigned by paragraph 44, Special 
Orders, No. 70, Adjutant-General’s Office, February 12, 1864, as chief 
aan one and recruiting officer for colored troops in the State of Mary- 
and. 
* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Wallace: 
SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpqrs. THIRD SEPARATE BRIG., EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
Baltimore, Md., August 20, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. 8. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighth Army Corps: 

COLONEL: In accordance with instructions just received, I have the 
honor to forward you, herewith inclosed, a copy of the order assigning 
Colonel Clark, of the One hundred and ninety-third Regiment Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, to the command at Wilmington, Del. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. P. DE WITT, 
Colonel Tenth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Brigade. 


[Inclosure.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDqRS. THIRD SEPARATE BRIGADE, 
EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 33. Baltimore, Md., August 16, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

VII. Col. John B, Clark, commanding at Havre de Grace, will, as 
soon as relieved by Lieutenant-Colonel Ballentine, of same regiment, 
proceed to Wilmington, Del., and assume command of that post, in 
addition to his other duties as commander of the railroad guards. The 
quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary transportation. 

By command of Brigadier-General Lockwood: 

GEO. V. MASSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


City Point, VA., August 21, 1864—10.30 a.m. 
(Received 6 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Charlestown, Va: 
In stripping Loudoun County of supplies, &c., impress from all loyal 
persons, so that they may receive pay for what is taken from them. lam 
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informed by the Assistant Secretary of War that Loudoun County has 
a large population of Quakers, who are all favorably disposed to the 


Union. These people may be exempted from arrest. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Crry Point, August 21, 1864—5 p.m. 
(Received 6.30 a. m. 22d.) 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, Charlestown, Va.: 

We have had prisoners and deserters from every division and brigade 
of Lee’s and Beauregard’s armies in the last four days except Fitz Lee’s 
cavalry and Kershaw’s division. These we know have gone to the 
Valley. A man employed by the provost-marshal visits Orange Court- 
House regularly and gets accurate reports from there. Not aregiment 
has passed there in the last two weeks going either way. To-day sev- 
eral attacks of the enemy on our forces occupying the Weldon road 
have been repulsed, with very little loss to us and considerable to them 
in killed, wounded, and captured. If operations planned for to-morrow 
are as successful as I hope they will be I think the troops in the Valley, 
or a portion of them, are more likely to be withdrawn than to be re-en- 
forced from here. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Ineutenant- General. 


WASHINGTON, August 21, 1864—3 p.m. 
Colonel CH1pMAN, Harper’s Ferry, Va.: 


What news now? 
A. LINCOLN. 


BoLivaR HEIGHTS, August 21, 1864—4.30 p.m. 
(Received 6 p. m.) 
To the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Without myself having been to the front, from the best sources of 
information the following is true: Two rebel divisions came down the 
Martinsburg road; attacked suddenly a part of Sixth Corps at inspec- 
tion and ut first drove them. Our troops rallied and in turn drove the 
enemy. The force engaged increased on both sides and was apparently 
kept up pretty hotly for three hours, not extending, however, to gen- 
eral engagement. Artillery firing still continues and seems to have 
shifted to the left'of Charlestown. Cannot hear the musketry at this 
writing. Will have messenger from the front soon. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel, Aide-de-Camp. 


HARPER’S FERRY, VA., August 21, 1864—10 a. m. 
(Received 11.40 a. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Averell’s scouts, on their way with reports to General Sheridan, say 
that Averell has gone to Hagerstown. The enemy in force at Martins- 
burg and moving toward Shepherdstown. Couriers will be sent at once 
to communicate with Averell. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 
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BOLIVAR HEIGHTS, August 21, 1864—1 p. m. 
(Received 1.40 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

A battle is being fought at and to the right of Charlestown. Firing 
began about 11 a.m. Musketry and artillery heard from these heights, 
and is quite heavy. Indication of an attempt to turn our right, as 
firing is confined to that part of the line on Shepherdstown and 
Charlestown road. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


HARPER’S FERRY, VA., August 21, 1864—6 p.m. 
(Received 8.40 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STAnron, 
Secretary of War: 

No firing can be heard now. Captain Sheridan left the front at 2 p. m. 
with orders to General Stevenson. Hesays up to that time the fight had 
been but little more than an attempt to develop our force, and was main- 
tained by an increased skirmish and picket line. The artillery firing 
was by the enemy, except on the left, near Berryville, where our cavalry 
was fighting. They used a six-gun battery quite lively. The left of 
infantry line rests a mile beyond Charlestown and a little to the left 
of the Winchester pike, the right resting on the Leetown road leading 
from Charlestown to Martinsburg. The cavalry cover from left to 
Shenandoah and from right along Opequon to Potomac. The enemy 
showed no battle-line to-day, but General Sheridan thinks his move- 
ment a precursor of battle and is ready for him. Trains and all army 
baggage are being parked in valley this side Bolivar Heights. Har- 
per’s Ferry force is in as good shape as it will admit of. No report 
from Averell or east of Blue Ridge to-day. Averell pickets to Shep- 
herdstown and to Hagerstown and is himself near the latter place. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, August 21, 1864—9 p.m. 
Colonel CHIPMAN, 
Harper’s Ferry: 
You may go to the front if you wish, keeping me advised of the con- 


dition of things. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Hp@rs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, August 21, 1864—7.30 a.m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Comdg. Middle Military Division, Charlestown, Va. : 
Lazelle has returned, and reports as follows: 


There are at Warrenton about 2,000 infantry and about 500 cavalry, and a 
large force of 10,000 men, cavalry and infantry, at Culpeper, moving up toward 
Warrenton. The rebels are using the roads between Warrenton and Chester Gap 
and Manassas Gap, and passing trains, troops, and supplies over them constantly. 
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He does not mention how he ascertained these figures. He has most 
probably depended upon reports of citizens. I will learn more defi- 


nitely and inform you. 
C. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpars. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, D. C., August 21, 1864—9.20 p. m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Comdg. Middle Military Division, Charlestown, W. Va. : 

Lazelle says he received his information concerning the enemy’s 
forces at Culpeper from a citizen who had just left there. He also in- 
formed him about the forces at Warrenton. Colonel Gansevoort, with 
his regiment, the Thirteenth New York Cavalry, goes out to-morrow 
to scout in the vicinity of those places. The Forty-first New York 
arrived here from Hilton Head to-day, about 400 men. Two more regi- 
ments on their way. 

Cc. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort CORCORAN, August 21, 1864. 
(Received 2.10 p. m.) 
Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff: 

Colonel Whistler was assigned to duty in these defenses by orders 
from department headquarters to command the brigade formerly Tan- 
natt’s. I respectfully request authority to assign him to the command 
of the brigade from Richardson to Ellsworth, where I now havea vet- 
eran reserve regiment and have to-day ordered the One hundred and 
third New York Volunteers. His experience and energy will be of the 
greatest possible avail in instructing that brigade. The Tenth New 
York Artillery and several old batteries hold the works in this present 
command. 

G. A. DE RUSSY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22p ARMY Corps, 
August 21, 1864. 
Colonel LAZELLE, 

Commanding Cavalry Brigade, Falls Church, Va.: 

Please state more definitely from whom you received the information 
respecting the enemy’s forces and movements, contained in your dis- 
patch of last night, and if you have good reasons for thinking it reliable. 
Have the other regiment gotten together at once and sent out toward 
Warrenton, to learn what is going on there. The Eighth Mlinois Cav- 
alry left Muddy Branch yesterday to scout toward Middleburg. Report 
when the Thirteenth leaves. 

Yours, &c., 
C. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 

Near Falls Church, Va., August 21, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 

Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: In reply to the communication from the major-general 
commanding, requesting a more definite statement concerning the 
information sent to your headquarters, I have the honor to inform you 
that the strength of the enemy in Culpeper and Warrenton and their 
movements were ascertained from a citizen who left Culpeper on Tues- 
day last. He reports a whole division at Culpeper and 2,500 infantry, 
besides cavalry, at Warrenton; that relative to the use of the Orange 
and Alexandria Railroad and the force at Culpeper was obtained from 
Elkton, from several citizens who talked freely to our men, under the 
impression that they were rebels, as they were disguised; that that 
concerning Kincheloe was obtained from one of his own men captured. 
I regard all the above as reliable. The Thirteenth New York will leave 
to-morrow morning. They are unable to leave sooner owing to their 
horses not being shod. Please see communication inclosed.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 21, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 
COLONEL: I have the honor to report all quiet in this vicinity. 
Beyond this I have nothing to report. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 21, 1564—3 p.m. 
Colonel CURRIE, 
Commanding Brigade, Nineteenth Corps: 

COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you will report 
to General Stevenson, commanding at Bolivar Heights, with your bri- 
gade; also that you will gather together and organize any stragglers 
that may come into that point. 

Very respectfully, 
F. C. NEWHALL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, W. Va., August 21, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. MERRITT, 
Commanding First Division: 
GENERAL: You will move your division back at once to Rippon and 
take up a line between this place and Bullskin Run. Dispose Colonel 


* Not found. 
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Lowell’s brigade on the line so that the balance of your command can be 
used elsewhere. General Wilson is ordered to move in front of General 
Wright. There is an attack on Wilson’s right. Lieutenant Goldsmith 
will give you more particulars. 
Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 21, 1864. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Division: 

GENERAL: The main body of the infantry is passing now. The infan- 
try picket-line will be withdrawn shortly. Send for Colonel Lowell to 
keep himself posted as to the movements of the infantry in his rear, 
and have him withdraw to a point near the town, covering the roads on 
that side. Send a staff officer to report for further instructions. 

Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Sunmit Point, August 21, 1864—11.10 a.m. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Berryville : 


My outposts on the Winchester and Summit roads and at Middleway 
have been attacked by strong forces of cavalry. A part of the force 
between here and the Opequon has taken the road running toward 
Berryville. There seems to be a strong reconnaissance all along the 
line of the Opequon. 

J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Cross-Roads, One mile and a half East of Summit Point, 
August 21, 1864—2.25 p.m. 
General MERRITT: 

Your dispatch* by my messenger just received. Ill hold on on this 
road till you come in. Have received orders to that effect from head- 
quarters cavalry forces. About noon, my advanced parties having been 
driven from the Opequon, I was attacked by a division of infantry [and] 
one regiment of cavalry. At the same moment orders came directing 
me to fall back from Summit and attack the enemy in Wright’s 
front. My artillery fire has checked the enemy, but he is reported as 
moving toward Berryville. Move, therefore, as rapidly as possible till 
we can form a junction. Your train is all right. You had better not 
stop on the Bullskin, but move till we meet. The enemy may catch 
you on the flank by some of the cross-roads. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


*Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
. Charlestown, Va., August 21, 7864. 
Brigadier-General WILson, 
Commanding Third Division: 
_ GENERAL: There is now firing in front of General Wright, who is 
in the rear of Welch’s Spring. You will move your division at once, 
in front of General Wright, on the Smithfield (or Middleway) and 
Charlestown pike. Leave a strong force on the road from Summit 
Point to this place. I presume the best way to come back to your 
position is to take the first road to your rear, going north to the 
pike. Communicate often. Cover all roads to your front and right. 
Averell has gone across the Potomac. 
Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
Near Summit Point, August 21, 1864—2.05 p.m. 
Captain RENO, 
Chief of Staff: 

CAPTAIN: Just as your orders were received the enemy advanced 
with infantry against my position, but was checked by skirmishers 
and artillery sufficiently to allow me to withdraw. I am now at the 
cross-roads, about one mile and a half east of Summit Point. but as 
the officers who came through report the direct road already occupied 
by the enemy, who moved in by Middleway, I have therefore thought it 
prudent not to leave the direct road to the Berryville and Charlestown 
pike till I ascertain that I am either not followed or till the direct 
Charlestown road is clear. I have sent scouting party to ascertain 
that fact and shall act as soon as I hear the result. In case the enemy 
is on it, I propose to move to the Berryville and Charlestown pike 
and form a junction with Merritt, having previously notified him of 
what is going on, and advised him, if not already ordered, to fall back 
and connect with me. Have just received a note from him saying 
Lowell had been attacked and he would do as indicated above. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
On North Fork Bullskin, August 27, 1864—3.50 p.m. 
Captain RENO, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Forces, Charlestown: 

CAPTAIN: My division is now here with one regiment at cross-roads 
this side of Summit; the infantry are also with us. The force which 
moved in by Summit Point have struck off to the northward. No sign 
of Merritt yet; have sent to him, and will do all I can to protect his 
flank till he arrives. I hear artillery in the direction of Clifton. Ex- 
pect news from him soon. Have sent my train into Charlestown with 
directions to report for the general’s orders. Have parties of observa- 
tion out in all directions, particulary toward Summit and Middleway, 
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Only two of the scouts sent out last night have returned; the sub- 
stance of their report has been sent in; those toward Bunker Hill 
have not yet been heard of. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


CIRCULAR.] Hpgrs. CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, Va., August 21, 1864. 


GENERAL: I am directed by the chief of cavalry to inform you that 
General Averell has removed his command from Shepherdstown to 
some point unknown; he left a few pickets at Shepherdstown and a 
regiment at Sharpsburg. He also directs that any important.informa- 
tion you may receive from Smithfield and that direction be sent down 
the Middleway pike to General Wright’s headquarters (which is one 
mile and a half from Charlestown on that pike) at the same time it is 
sent to you. 

Very respectfull 
ean : M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
No. 42. ! In the Field, August 21, 1864. 
1. The brigadier-general commanding is gratified at the good behavior 
of the Third New Jersey Cavalry, particularly that of Lieutenent Stickle, 
in command of a detachment, in the engagements of this morning and 
on the 17th, at Winchester; it bespeaks an honorable career for the 
regiment, 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


JHARLESTOWN SIGNAL STATION, 
August 21, 1864, 
General STEVENSON: 

There are indications of a fight here. I have sent all wagons inside 
of Bolivar Heights. There is one brigade infantry with them. You 
must hold the line of Bolivar Heights. Use dismounted cavalry if 
necessary. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MiLiTARY DIvIsIon, 
In the Field, August 21, 1864. 
General STEVENSON: 
Send out scouts immediately to Snicker’s Gap and report, all as soon 
as possible. 
; JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER'S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, Va., August 21, 1864, 


Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Military Division: 


GENERAL: I have sent scouts to-day in Loudoun as far as Aldie, and 
another down Blue Ridge as far as Snicker’s Gap; shall report as soon 
as they return. All trains are parked under guns of Camp Hill. I 
hold Bolivar Heights with strong infantry line as far as Horseshoe, 
and then on second ridge as far as Shenandoah River. Have in posi- 
tion on my line twenty pieces of artillery. Think I can hold the line 
easily against attacking force of 10,000 men. You can rely upon a 
desperate effort to hold everything safe; at least, give yourself no 
uneasiness that anything will be yielded to the enemy as long as the 
men last. Isend you copy of dispatch just received from Averell.* Its 
contents I need not repeat. Signal stations are established on Mary- 
land Heights, Camp Hill, and connected line of couriers with Averell. 

Respectfully, &c., 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
In the Field, August 21, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: All the information received is to the effect that the enemy 
have concentrated their forces inand around Bunker Hill and Winches- 
ter. Weare picketing the Opequon Creek. The enemy have just made 
an attack on the regiment at Middleway; does not amount to anything. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, de. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 21, 1864—11 a.m. 


Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavairy Division: 


GENERAL: I desire very much to be able to communicate to the War 
Department the precise condition of our right, which you hold, I believe. 
Your scouts passing here en route to General Sheridan say that you 
have gone to Hagerstown, and that the enemy are moving toward Shep- 
herdstown from Martinsburg, where they are in force. This informa- 
tion, if true, is very important. I have telegraphed it to the Depart- 
ment, but hope to hear more definitely from you. Your dispatch from 
Shepherdstown at 2 a. m. yesterday I sent forward. Please reply by 
return courier. Scout from Leesburg yesterday could hear of no enemy. 
They encountered a small band of Mosby’s guerrillas, put them to flight, 
captured four, and compelled Mosby himself to abandon his horse and 


* See 7.30 a. m., p. 503, 
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take to the mountains. Nochangesin General Sheridan’s lines. Gen- 
eral Stevenson, since your withdrawal from Shepherdstown, has sent 
pickets off in that direction. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Fair Play, Md., August 21, 1864. 
Major WITCHER, 
Third Virginia Cavalry: 

Magor: The general commanding desires that you will send an officer 
and twenty men to cross the river at Cherry Run, proceed from there 
to Bath, and thence to Bloomery Gap. He will return via Hancock and 
report immediately to these headquarters in writing. Instruct him to 
get all the information possible of the movements of the enemy. He 
will make the trip as rapidly as possible. 

Respectfully, 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HANCOCK, August 21, 1864. 
Major-General KELLEY: 

Courier just returned from down the river reports all quiet on the 
Potomac. No rebels crossed into Maryland yet; reports 400 rebels in 
Martinsburg; small bands scouting the country between Martinsburg 
and the river. The above is direct from signal officer at Fairview. I 
will hear from him to-day again. A citizen just in from Hedgesville 
reports no rebels west of Martinsburg. 

EK. J. C. HULL. 


CUMBERLAND, August 21, 1864. 
Captain PETRIE, 
Hancock: 

You will direct the detachment of the Thirty-fourth Ohio to return 
and guard Back Creek bridge. They will proceed to-morrow morning. 
They can carry their rations, &c., down on hand-ear. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cumberland, August 21, 1864. 
Capt. C. J. HARRISON: 

(Through Captain Peirpoint, commanding post.) 
The general commanding directs that you place your company in 
readiness to proceed to South Branch and re-enforce the garrison at 


Cuar. LY.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 879 


that point. Make your arrangements to take the cars on the mornin g 
of the 23d instant, provided with rations, and report in person to these 
headquarters before starting for instructions in detail. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NEW CREEK, August-21, 1864. 
Major-General KELLEY: 
The scout was ordered; had but fifty men to send, leaving only 
thirty-nine for duty at Clarksburg. 
N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Charleston, W. Va., August 21, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hrpss, 
Camp Piatt: 

You will have the three companies of the One hundred and fortieth 
Ohio Guard ready at 6 o’clock to-morrow morning to take the boat that 
unloads at Camp Piatt and bring them to the headquarters of the regi- 
ment preparatory to go to Ohio. You will turn over the command of 
the post and all public property to the senior officer of the One hun- 
dred and sixty-seventh Ohio at your place. You will be careful and 
see that no damage is done to public or private property by your com- 


mand on leaving. 
JOHN H. OLEY 
Colonel, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 21, 1864. 
Major-General WALLACE: 

GENERAL: I am instructed to inform you that the Sixth Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer Infantry left this city en route for Fort Delaware 
at 7.15 p. m. this day by Baltimore and Washington railroad. The 
chief of staff of the army directs this notification, that there may be no 
straggling of the regiment in Baltimore. 

J. H. TAYLOR, 


Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 21, 1864—9 p.m. 


Major-General WALLACE: 

The One hundred and thirty-ninth Regiment Ohio National Guard 
left Point Lookout this morning for Baltimore on the supposition that 
their term of service had expired; it now appears that there is some 
doubt about it. Will you please detain the regiment in Baltimore until 
the question is settled at the War Department, which will be done early 


to-morrow. 
C. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General. 
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GREENCASTLE, August 21, 1864. 
Maj. JoHN S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

The signal officer on North Mountain reports that he hears quite a 
rapid cannonading in the direction of Martinsburg. Probably an 
engagement is prc gressing in the Valley. 

A. M. THAYER, 


Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


HALLTOWN, VA., August 22, 1864—10.50 p.m. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 

Yesterday morning the enemy crossed Opequon Creek at different 
points in the vicinity of Smithfield or Middleway and advanced on my 
position at Welch’s Spring, about two miles west of Charlestown. 
Skirmishing took place during the day in front of both General Crook’s 
command and the Sixth Army Corps. The skirmishing was at one 
time rather sharp in front of the latter command, as the line was pressed 
forward and drove the enemy from a crest in our front which they occu- 
pied early in the day. The cavalry skirmished some with the enemy at 
Berryville and Summit Point; this, however, did not amount to much. 
As my position at best in front of Charlestown was a bad one, and 
much being dependent on this army, I withdrew my command without 
loss or opposition last night and took up a new line in front of Hall- 
town. This morning the enemy followed my rear guard and we have 
been skirmishing with them during the day. My loss yesterday was 
about 275. None of the enemy have crossed the river. Various reports 
have come to me in reference to a column of the enemy being at Cul- 
peper and Warrenton, but I place no reliance on the reports. We have 
disposed of quite a number of Mosby’s men. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


[AUGUST 22, 1864,—Tlor Sheridan to Halleck, reporting operations, 
&¢., see p. 19.] 


HARPER'S FERRY, W. VA., August 22, 1864—1 p.m. 
(Received 3.30 p.m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

[have just returned from the front, where I traversed the entire 
line. The left of the infantry rests to the left of Charlestown pike and 
over a mile beyond Halltown. The right is almost directly west of 
Harper’s Ferry, and about two miles from Bolivar Heights. The line 
runs along acommanding ridge which overlooks a broad valley beyond, 
and is a position of great natural strength. The intervals to the left 
and right, connecting the rivers, say a mile each, are not so strong, but 
the enemy could hardly succeed in a flank movement. The enemy 
seems to be along the Charlestown pike, but in what force not known. 
His infantry drove our cavalry this morning after the retrograde move- 
ment began. Merritt has been sent up the Potomac toward Shepherds- 
town to look after the enemy. Scouts report no enemy yesterday 
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sundown at Snicker’s Gap or east of there. Party that went to Aldie 
not returned. Received report from Averell last night at midnight. 
His headquarters are at Fair Play. He covers the crossing from 
Antietam Ford to Williamsport and beyond to Cherry Run. He scouts 
the country around Martinsburg, Hedgesville, and Shepherdstown, and 
also in Back Creek Valley. Says Fitz Lee and Breckinridge came to 
Martinsburg on the 19th, but returned again toward Winchester or 
Pughtown. He has rumors now that they are going west. All quiet 
is igs Intrenchments are being thrown up along the ridge men- 
ioned, 
N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 22, 1864—8.30 p.m. 
(Received 8.40 p. mn.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Lieutenant Atwell, with twenty Loudoun (Virginia) Rangers, just. re- 
turned from scout toward Aldie. Crossed at Point of Rocks yesterday 
morning early; went in direction of Leesburg, where they encountered 
detachment of White’s men; routed them, with loss of three mortally 
wounded; thence proceeded to Dry Hollow and Grove Meeting-House, 
where they found five of Mosby’s men, who had just murdered a 
sick paroled Federal soldier; thence returned by way of Goose Creek 
Church, Harmony, and Waterford. White, with 100 men, being at 
Aldie, they did not go there, as instructed. No enemy heard of north 
of Rectortown. Longstreet’s command reported at Sparrowsville 
[Sperryville] Gap and Front Royal. All quiet in front. Has rained 
most of afternoon. General Torbert is at Shepherdstown. Enemy 
thought to be in force on Sheridan’s left. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HpQrs. DEPT, OF WASHINGTON, 
> TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
No. 207. ) August 22, 1864. 
* * * * ? # * 


8. The Seventy-fourth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers having, 
pursuant to instructions from headquarters of the army, reported at 
these headquarters, is hereby assigned to De Russy’s division, and will 
be reported for duty, without delay, accordingly. The quartermaster’s 
department will furnish the necessary transportation. 

* * * * * * * 

10. The One hundred and third Regiment New York Volunteers, 
having reported to these headquarters, are hereby assigned to De 
Russy’s division, and will be reported for duty, without delay, accord- 
ingly. The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary trans- 
portation. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Augur: 

C. H. RAYMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


56 R R—VOL XLII, PY I 


882 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. _—[Cutar. LV. 


HEADQUARTERS HARDIN’S DIVISION, 
TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS, DEPT. OF WASHINGTON, 
Washington, D. C., August 22, 1864. 
Col. J. H. KItcHIne, 
First Brigade: 

The general commanding directs that the Forty-first New York Vol- 
unteers will be ordered to Fort Sumner, and that they will be at once 
put upon instruction in artillery—the company of Ninth New York 
Artillery now at that fort will iustruct them, under your orders; that 
Knap’s battalion be at once ordered to complete the cutting of brush 
on the left and front of Fort Sumner, or wherever it is needed in that 
vicinity, and that the pickets detailed from this battalion be withdrawn 
for this purpose. The commanding officer of Forty-first New York Vol- 
unteers will command the post. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
hk. CHANDLER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Point oF Rocks, MD., August 22, 1864. 
(Received 5.20 p. m.) 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Just arrived opposite this point all right without the loss of a man, 
not even a straggler. Crossed into Loudoun Valley at Aldie. Part of 
my command charged and drove portion of Mosby’s men through Mid- 
dleburg and well toward Upperville. Went to Philomont and Snicker’s 
Gap, thence down the valley. Brought in about fifty prisoners, num- 
ber of horses, &c. -Met no force of the enemy. Dispatches received 
after one day out. Horses of my command much in need of shoeing. 
Move to Muddy Branch to-morrow. 

JNO. M. WAITE, 
Major, ce. 
ALEXANDRIA, August 22, 1864. 
(Received 8.20 p. m.) 
Colonel TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: The patrols report all quiet to-day. An attempt was 
made to burn the railroad bridge this side of Burke’s Station last 
night. The damage done was slight. 

H. H. WELLS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 22, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 


Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CoLONEL: I have nothing of importance to report. Colonel Ganse- 
voort started out about noon with his regiment. Should he obtain any 
additional information he is instructed to communicate by sending ina 
small party, if practicable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 


. H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY Division, 
Halltown, Va., August 22, 1864—8.45 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. H. G. WriGHT, 
Commanding Sixth Army Corps: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that your com- 
mand be under arms at daylight to-morrow morning. He desires me 
to say that prisoners captured this afternoon report that the entire 
force of the enemy in the Valley was in our front yesterday and fol- 
lowed us up to-day, two divisions being on this side of Charlestown 
and the rest on the other side this afternoon. One prisoner says they 
will fall back to-night. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
F. C. NEWHALL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


(Same to Major-Generals Emory and Crook.) 


ORDERS. } HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 22, 1864. 
The troops will be turned out at daylight to-morrow, and kept under 
arms for one hour. 
By command of Major-General Wright: 
C. A. WHITTIER, 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


AUGUSY 22, 1864—9 p. m. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Division: 

GENERAL: General Torbert directs that you send two regiments 
to-morrow a. m. at daylight out on the Smithfield pike as far as Kear- 
neysville, if possible, on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. From in- 
formation received there were 150 cavalry there to-day destroying the 
telegraph. They also reported that Early was going back to Winches- 
ter. Have the regiments sent out obtain all the information they can 
and report to these headquarters as soon as possible. They must be 
particularly cautious regarding the roads coming in on their left. 


Very respectfully, 
WM. RUSSELL, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Near J. Engel’s, on Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
August 22, 1864—2.30 p.m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel FORSYTH, 
Chief of Staff: 

General Torbert has just sent an order from Shepherdstown, direct- 
ing me in case I am attacked to cross the Potomac at Antietam Ford, 
provided it is practicable. I have sent scouting parties to the front but 
have noreports yet. Please let me know if I shall obey these orders, 
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when I may deem it prudent, or wait for final instructions from you. 
Torbert also reported a force following Cesnola toward Shepherds- 
town. I’ve sent to see about it, and if I find it cavalry Iam directed 
to attack it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Engel’s Place, on Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
August 22, 1864—3.40 p.m. 
[Lieut. Col. J. W. ForsyTH, 
Chief of Staff: | 
COLONEL: I send herewith dispatch just received from General Tor- 
bert for you. Scouts say the force which followed Cesnola was about 
fifty cavalry; also that the enemy have no force yet in neighborhood 
of Duffield’s, his line of infantry not extending over a mile north of the 
Charlestown pike, and cavalry beginning there, but not in any consid- 
erable force. The only movements observed were rather toward your 
left flank than in this direction. I will continue my observations. TI 
have two pickets of half a regiment each on the Halltown and Shep- 
herdstown road at cross-roads, on right and left of railroad; patrol to 
Duiffield’s and to a point toward Shepherdstown where Merritt has a 
brigade. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Halltown, Va., August 22, 1864—4 p.m. 


Brigadier-General WILSoN, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: The general directs me to say that the instructions of 
General Torbert are all right. Please notify General Torbert that Col- 
onel Lowell reports a column of rebel infantry moving from our left 
toward Shepherdstown on the Shepherdstown road. 

Respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Ohief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Eingel’s, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, August 22, 1864—5 p. m. 
Captain Runo, 
Chief of Staff: 

I am directed by General Sheridan to inform General Torbert that 
‘Colonel Lowell reports a column of rebel infantry moving from our 
left toward Shepherdstown on the Shepherdstown road.” Ihave two 
strong picket forces on the Halltown and Shepherdstown road—one 
where the Zion Church road crosses, the other where the Duffield’s 
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road; they connect with each other and Merritt. No further reports 
from scouts. Am getting two days’ forage and two days’ rations. 
Page is sending supplies to you on the north side of the Potomac. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 22, 1864—2.20 p.m. 
Brigadier-General McInrTosH, * f lee 
First Brigade : 

General Torbert has just sent word from Shepherdstown that a large 
force had followed Cesnola on the Charlestown and Shepherdstown road 
and wishes its character determined. Please send out two or three 
scouting parties toward Duffield’s and beyond, with instructions to as- 
certain if any troops are moving toward Shepherdstown. 

J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
J. Engel’s Place, August 22, 1864—2.25 p.m. 
Brigadier-General McINTOSH, 
Commanding First Brigade: 

GENERAL: Send patrol party toward and to Antietam Ford, ascer- 
tain its character, if our artillery and wagons can cross there, and the 
best road to it. Keep a close watch on all your front and right flank. 
Report frequently to me. 


Very respectfully, 
J. H. WILSON, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 22, 1864—8 p.m. 
Brigadier-General McINTosH, 
Commanding First Brigade: 
GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you have your com- 
mand saddled at 4 a. m. to-morrow, ready for any emergency, and that 
you will please notify the battery. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. SIEBERT, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 22, 1864—10.30 a.m. 
Brigadier-General CHAPMAN, 
Commanding Second Brigade: 

I have just sent a'staff officer to you with an order to send out three 
small scouting parties. This means of communication was taken to 
prevent delay. Instead of complying with the order you profess to 
misunderstand it, and ask for definite instructions. Such a course is 
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not calculated to advance the interests of service or to smooth matters 
in your command. You will, therefore, proceed at once to execute this 
order, ten to fifteen men in each party, directed to observe the move- 
ments of the enemy now advancing on the Charlestown pike. Ac- 
knowledge the receipt of this, time when received, and when parties 
are started. You will also keep out a light line of mounted vedettes 
and be ready to move your whole force dismounted into action. 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPECIAL Pada: Hpgrs. First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 32. \ Near Halltown, W. Va., August 22, 1864. 


TI. Maj. Timothy Quinn, First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry, having 
reported for duty, is hereby placed in command of the Second Brigade, 
he being the senior officer on duty with the brigade. 

By command of Brigadier-General Duffié: 

E. W. CLARK, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
¥ August 22, 1864—5.30 p.m. 
Brigadier-General STEVENSON, 
Commanding District of Harper's Ferry: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that as soon as 
General Duffié reports to you, he will be ordered by you to carry out 
the verbal instructions given you by General Sheridan this p. m. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSY™H, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


No. 27 BARcLAY STREET, NEw YorK, 
August 22, 1864. 
Captain BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of West Virginia: 
CAPTAIN: Your communication of the 19th instant, stating that you 
have been directed by the commanding general to inform me that Gen- 
eral Order No. 66, current series, assigning General Stevenson to the 
command of the Military District of Harper’s Ferry, did not relieve me 
from duty in the district, and that it was expected that I would be 
assigned to a command by General Stevenson, has been received (on 
the 20th instant, between 11 and 12 o’clock) too late to reply to it before 
my departure. I have tried in vain to find some cause for the act of 
the general commanding to relieve me of the command which I have 
held for the last five months, and since which time I have made myself 
perfectly conversant with all the peculiarities of its defenses. Iam not 
aware of having committed any military fault, or neglected my duty in 
any way whatever, which could have caused the discontent of the gen- 
eral commanding, and therefore feel the more hurt and humiliated. by 
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it. I trust, however, that the general commanding will do me justice. 
The general commanding, in granting me leave of absence for twenty 
days, ordered me to report at its expiration to General Stevenson, but 
I think the general commanding has not been or is not aware of my 
seniority over General Stevenson (my promotion dates from April 28, 
1862); but should, however, such be the case, I would most respect- 
fully beg leave to remark that as an old regular officer, who served the 
United States faithfully since April, 1861, and who received his promo- 
tion through the recommendation of his commanding officer, I would 
never waive my rank to any officer in the army being my junior. 

I hope that the general commanding will excuse the foregoing 
remarks, and will fully understand iny feelings at being relieved at the 
present time from a position of trust. Every military, as well as civil, 
person would consider such relief as a mark of displeasure. 

I remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 22, 1864. 
Captain BOTSFORD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Harper’s Ferry: 

Heavy rain in the mountains; river rising. There will undoubtedly 
be quite a rise in the river below. Please communicate this informa- 
tion to the general. The men in charge of the pontoon bridge should 
be advised and directed to be on the alert. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


NEW CREEK, August 22, 1864. 
Brevet Major-General KELLEY: 

I left east of Greenland last evening. Information direct from Moore- 
field. There were 300 rebel cavalry there yesterday fixing for a move. 
Could not find out in what direction. 

A. HINKLE, 


NEW CREEK, August 22, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland 4 p. m.) 
General KELLEY: 
My scouts in from Burlington, via Ridgeville, say the citizens report 


a large force of the enemy at Moorefield and Petersburg. 
Rk. STEVENSON, 


Colonel. 


CUMBERLAND, August 22, 1864. 
Colonel STEVENSON, 
New Creek: 

Direct Major Simpson to send a scout of the Eleventh Infantry, 100 
strong, and a squad of cavalry cf twenty men to Greenland Gap with 
five days’ rations, to learn, if possible, the movements of McNeill. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 
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CUMBERLAND, August 22, 1864. 
Captain FARIS, 
Oakland: 
It is reported McNeill is preparing for a raid into the Glades. Be on 
the alert. Give Godwin notice to be active and not suffer himself to be 


caught off his guard. 
: B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 22, 1864. 
Captain PETRIE, 
Hancock : 

What information did you get from Averell’s scouts? Where have 
they been? Did they come through Martinsburg? What did they 
learn of the rebels? 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


HANCOCK, August 22, 1864. 
General KELLEY: 

General Averell’s scouts came from Martinsburg to Bath; found 
country all clear; they say no rebels heard of near. General Averell 
is in Martinsburg. I think the road all safe and sound in this quarter. 
They say heavy firing was heard in direction of Point of Rocks yester- 
day. Shall we move up to Back Creek or North Mountain? Answer 
immediately. 

P. B. PETRIE, 
Captain. 


CUMBERLAND, August 22, 1864. 
Captain PETRIE, 
Hancock : 

I think you had better not run down to North Mountain yet. You 
might send a small squad on hand-car, if you think best, and commu- 
nicate with General Averell if he is in Martinsburg. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIviston, 
August 22, 1864—8 a. m. 
Major-General CoucH: 


Latest reports of scouts place the main forces of the enemy at Win- 
chester and Bunker Hill. They advanced a skirmish line yesterday, 
and attacked our cavalry pickets at Smithfield, but obtained no success 
that we can hear of. All quiet at last accounts at Martinsburg. Heavy 
firing this morning. i 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, Hpars. DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
No. 48. Harrisbwg, Pa., August 22, 1864. 
Fort Mifflin, near Philadelphia, is hereby announced as the military 
prison for this department, and will be directly under the orders of the 
comnianding general of the same. 
By command of Major-General Couch: 
JNO. S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[AveuST 23, 1864—For Sheridan to Halleck, reporting operations, 
&ec., see p. 20.] 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 23, 1864—10.30 p.m. 
(Received 24th.) 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Commanding : 

Some of my scouts report Pickett’s and Field’s divisions here, and that 
they will go through Snicker’s Gap. I do not believe they are here, 
but the rebels have been very bold. I have not been able to capture 
any other than of Ramseur’s and Rodes’ divisions. Keep your scouts 
well out toward Snicker’s Gap and let me know quickly of any move- 
ment. If there is anything in this report, it is that Pickett’s and 
Field’s divisions were at Culpeper, as reported by Lazelle. There 
will be a rise of the river, caused by heavy rains in the mountains, so 
Kelley reports. Everything is all right here; a little skirmishing; 
nobody hurt. On the 21st the pickets of the Sixth Corps pitched into 
the pickets of the rebs about the possession of the crest of a hill and 
drove them off it, but there has been no fighting. The cavalry also 
skirmished at Summit Point and Berryville, but with littleloss. Ihave 
everything well in hand, but I do not feel justified in acting otherwise 
than on the defensive. Have you heard from the Eighth Tlinois 
Cavalry? 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 


HEADQUARTERS ITARDIN’S DIVISION, 
TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS, DEPT. OF WASHINGTON, 
Washington, D, 0., August 23, 1864, 
Lieutenant-Colonel THOMAS, 
Commanding Second Brigade: 

I am directed by the general commanding to instruct you that you 
will notify Major Goebel to the following effect: The six companies of 
the Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps and the four companies 
of the Tenth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, now in this command, 
are consolidated for certain purposes, and the senior officer of the two 
detachments is to commandthe combination. All duties, such as drills, 
police, and punishments, are to be regulated by the commanding officer 
of the combination. All reports are to be made out separately for the 
parts of regiments and consolidated at the headquarters of the com- 
manding officer of the combination before being sent to brigade head- 
quarters. The senior officer on duty with each detachment of these regi- 


890 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Car LV. 


ments will be responsible for the regimental property and will make 
the required returns of his detachment to the regimental headquarters 
and the Adjutant-General. The foregoing instructions will be followed 
until further orders. 
Very respectfully, 
R. CHANDLER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Falls Church, Va., August 23, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that a citizen named J. J. Perk 
presented himself at the picket-lines this evening. He left Culpeper 
Court-House last Friday, and reports there are no troops there at pres- 
ent, except a small conscripting party and small parties of ten or fifteen 
daily passing through toward the Valley; that, as he estimates, 20,000 
infantry and 5,000 cavalry left Culpeper last Friday a week, he thinks, 
on the Sperryville road toward Thornton’s Gap, but does not know, but 
they went via Warrenton to Chester Gap. Fitzhugh Lee has the cav- 
alry; the infantry are a part of Longstreet’s corps. He does not know 
whether or not there are troops at Warrenton. An examination of his 
method of estimating the strength of the force above referred to places 
it at about 10,000 infantry and 3,000 cavalry. Cars run to Culpeper 
daily bringing supplies. Mr. Perk, who claims to be with family accom- 
panying refugees, has been sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Wells. Nothing 
has been heard from the force under Colonel Gansevoort. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalyy Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August 23, 1864, 
Brevet Major-General Crook, 
Commanding Army, Martinsburg : 

My DEAR Crook: Lowell found infantry and Titz Lee’s cavalry on 
the left, and McIntosh found infantry, cavalry, and artillery on the right, 
at Flowing Spring. I questioned another of the scouts, who confirms 
the story of Pickett and Field being here. These were the men I men- 
tioned as being back near Winchester. One of Cole’s cavalry, who lay 
in a hog-pen at Charlestown, says the camps are very large, and that 
trains came to the front yesterday evening and returned during the 
night. Have your cavalry on the alert in the morning. 

Respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN. 


AUGUST 23, 1864—5.25 a.in. 
Capt. A. E. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
CAPTAIN: I return, as directed, the dispatch of General Wilson to 
Captain Reno. My picket, although very extended, is connecting with 
Generals Wilson and Custer. No movement has been discovered on 
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the enemy’s line. I sent out a strong reconnoitering party beyon 
Duffield’s Station to watch their caRRancnks: Having to nia I aot 
say whether the Halltown road is picketed or not by me; but what I 
can say is, that all the roads on my front are picketed, and there is no 
fear of surprise to be entertained in my direction. All is quiet here. 
As soon as the reconnoitering party returns I will communicate any 
further information. 
I remain, very respectfully, 
DI CESNOLA, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 


AUGUST 23, 1864—12.05 p. m. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding Division : 

I have inspected the whole line of my pickets which extends nearly 
six miles, but I could not see a single rebel in front of the line even 
with a good field-glass, so my supposition is that if there was any 
force in front of me it has left for some other point. The line as it is 
requires 400 men to make it efficient, and it would require two regi- 
ments to picket it, which I cannot very well do; but if General Cus- 
ter’s pickets would extend more toward the Charlestown road it would 
be very convenient to me. I was on the spot when the pickets of Cus- 
ter began to drive those of the enemy on the Winchester pike, and 
remained there until all was quiet. My command has received three 
days’ rations and two days’ forage. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
DI CESNOLA, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Halltown, Va., August 23, 1864—1.30 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. J. H. WILSON, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you order 
one brigade of your division to make a reconnaissance toward Charles- 
town. The general does not desire that the force sent out should 
become engaged; he simply desires information of the whereabouts of 
the enemy and his movements. This should have been sent through 
General ‘Torbert, but his headquarters are so far off that the party 
could not be sent out to-day. Please notify General Torbert that you 
are sending out the party above named. 


Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 


Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Near Harper’s Farm, August 23, 1864—7.45 p.m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel FoRSYTH, 
Chief of Staff: 
CoLoNEL: General McInfosh has returned, having gone by Zoar 
Church to within half a mile of the mill at Flowing Spring, head 
of Halltown, where he found the enemy’s pickets and indications of a 
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strong force in the neighborhood of the mills, reported by the people 
to be cavalry, infantry, and artillery. Cavalry was observed moving 
to the right rapidly after he struck the enemy’s pickets. Nothing 
was seen beyond Zoar Church, though it was reported that Gilmor with 
about fitty men had moved toward Kearneysville. General McIntosh 
thinks he ought to have pushed a little farther, but at the cost of a 
fight. I have just received a note from General Torbert saying he had 
been to Kearneysville, but found no enemy. All quiet in the direction 
of Shepherdstown. Please let me know if this operation shall be 
r ted to-morrow. 
Nats J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
Engle’s, August 23, 1864. 
Capt. M. A. RENO, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Forces: 

I have just ordered McIntosh, with three regiments, to make a recon- 
naissance of the enemy to ascertain his whereabouts, &c. Zoar Church 
and the head of Halltown run, and the country toward Charlestown, 
are the regions in which he is to operate. This reconnaissance is made 
in pursuance of instructions from General Sheridan, who directs me to 
inform you of it. I will inform you of results. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 23, 1864—2.25 p.m. 
Brigadier-General McINTOSH, 
Commanding First Brigade: 

GENERAL: In accordance with instructions from the major-general 
commanding Middle Military Division, you will, without delay, make a 
reconnaissance toward Charlestown, using for that purpose about three 
of your regiments, leaving the balance of your brigade and the battery 
behind. The general does not desire the force sent out to become 
engaged; he simply wishes information of the whereabouts of the 
enemy and his movements. 

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 

L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIvIsIon, 
August 23, 1864. 
General STEVENSON: 
I want the brigade of the Nineteenth Corps at Bolivar Heights 
moved to a point to the left and rear of my line,where there is a battery 
of General Crook’s now in position. Send a battery with this brigade 
so that General Crook’s battery can be relieved and sent to him. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ; Hpagrs. Mit, Dist. oF HaRPER’s Ferry, 
No. 7. Harper's Ferry, Va., August 23, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

10. The brigade ofthe Nineteenth Army Corps at Bolivar Heights will 
break camp and hold themselves in readiness to move at once to a posi- 
tion on the left and rear of General Sheridan’s line. A battery will 
report to the commanding officer and accompany the brigade. A staft’ 
officer will move the command and place it in position. 

By order of Brigadier-General Stevenson: 

H. M. BURLEIGH, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Pornt oF Rocks, MD., August 23, 1864—7 p.m. 
Brigadier-General STEVENSON: 
All quiet. 
A. N. DUFFIE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Fair Play, August 23, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 


From a deserter who left Winchester last Saturday I gathered the 
following: His division (Kershaw’s, Longstreet’s old corps) left Rich- 
mond on the 7th, came by railroad to Charlottesville. He says it was 
reported that Field’s division (same corps) left Richmond soon after, 
and was coming down east of the Blue Ridge. The following is the 
organization and strength of Kershaw’s division as he gives it: 


First Brigade (Humphreys’), four regiments, average, 200 ....-.---.-------- 800 
Second Brigade (Bryan’s), four regiments, average, 200 .....--.-----.------ 800 
Third Brigade (Wofford’s), five regiments and battalion. .....-........----- 1, 200 

Fourth Brigade (Henagan’s), three regiments, average, 200 = 600; two bat- 
talions,300— 600; Sth South Carolina, 800.- 2... 2. oe ween cee enon 2, 000 
DG.) Bolg) 1% Saas Ser ee ee ae ee ee eee ees 4, 800 

From previous information I estimate Early had before his late re-enforce- 
FELYOORRU Gr ETN MEN OTN le a eat a aye aia elm el tees er e cine icie ning cere erin ionic 18, 000 
Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry, 3,000; cavalry, 5,000 .......-....-----.------------- 8, 000 
Total Harly/s, present strength js) o3%025+)- 288s; 32k Se arene ee mercer 30, 800 


An officer sent to Bloomery Gap reports 1o enemy west of North 
Mountain, with the exception of some 300 cavalry at Springfield, which 
I presume to be McNeill. 

In addition to the above force, Early has about forty-two pieces of 
artillery. I have some scouts in rear of Early that I expect in to-day. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier- General. 


[AuGust 23, 1864.—For Forsyth to Averell, directing latter to report 
to Torbert, see p. 503. | 


894 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. —[Cuar. LY. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Chambersburg, Pa., August 23, 1864. 


Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division, &e. : 

GENERAL: I have at this place one company of cavalry, two com- 
panies infantry, and two pieces of artillery; four additional pieces will 
be down to-day. At Greencastle and Mercersburg, each, one company 
of mounted men; two companies of infantry in the gaps between Mer- 
cersburg, Loudon, and McConnellsburg, and one in the gap between 
here and Gettysburg. Should the enemy advance into this valley these 
gaps will be closed, and, I trust, held. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BON. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


NEAR MARTINSBURG, August 23, 1864. 
(Received 3.50 p. mn.) 
General KELLEY: 

Lam in sight of Martinsburg. The rebels hold Martinsburg; small 
party of them just came in, and are now driving our scouts out of 
the town; about five or six of our scouts had come into the town; 
had not been there long before rebel scouting party came in; they 
are still firing in the town. Getting very warm here; I must get out 
of this. I will go back to Hancock, and go by pike to Williamsport if 
you say so, and find out what is going on. Answer at Hancock. 

F. B. MILUER. 


HANCOCK, August 23, 1864. 
(Received 1.20 p. m.) 
General KELLEY: 

I have just returned from Back Creek. Sent scouts to North Moun- 
tain and Hedgesville. Saw aman from Martinsburg; no troops there. 
General Averell is at Swamp Run, near Shepherdstown. 

P. B. PETRIE, 
Captain. 


CUMBERLAND, August 23, 1864. 
Colonel STEVENSON, 


Commanding 154th Ohio National Guard, New Oreek: 

You will proceed with your command and report to the adjutant- 
general of the State of Ohio at Columbus. Assistant quartermaster 
will furnish transportation. Order by mail. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 23, 1864. 
Colonel WILKINSON, Clarksburg : 

A portion of the Eighth Virginia Cavalry is at Crab Bottom, going 
toward Beverly, about 400 strong. Advise the commandant at Beverly, 
aud direct him to send a scout toward Monterey at once. Did Captain 
Hagans’ company get their horses? 

B. F. KELLEY, 
brevet Major-General. 


Cuap. LY.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 895 


HEADQUARTERS FoRCES WEs?T C7 PIEDMONT, 
RESERVE DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Clarksburg, W. Va., August 23, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 


GENERAL: The guerrilla parties are represented to be infesting all 
parts of the country south of this, robbing houses, stores, and stealing 
horses. <A glance at the memorandum of the stations and number of 
troops in this command will convince you that it is utterly impracti- 
cable for me to prevent this, and that the whole line of railroad and 
country is completely exposed anywhere south and west of Rowles- 
burg, and that a force of fifty rebels could cut the communications any- 
where. A scout of fifty men was sent by your direction from here last 
week, to be gone ten days, leaving at this important depot only thirty- 
nine men for duty, and, having a number of prisoners to guard, it is 
impracticable to do that and picket the approaches to the town. If 
there is any possible way of relieving the companies of the Eleventh 
and Sixth Virginia Infantry, now at New Creek and Cumberland, 
and sending them to this command, I shall be most happy to have it 
done. Should the enemy drive the troops (say 450 in all) from Bey- 
erly there is nothing for them to fall back on, and no assistance could, 
in all probability, reach us in time to prevent an advance of that enemy 
on Grafton and Clarksburg. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cumberland, August 26, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Col. N. Wilkinson, commanding, Clarks- 
burg, W. Va. 

It is entirely impossible to dispense with the services of the troops 
asked for in the locality they are now stationed, but as soon as troops 
can be had they will be sent as requested. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Kelley: 

C. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 23, 1864—11 a. m. 
J. B. Forp, Esq., 
Wheeling : 

Railroad allright west of North Mountain. Trains run regularly to 
Hancock. Have sent a scout to-day to Martinsburg, or as near as they 
can get. Will advise you of the result. The opening of the road 
entirely depends on Sheridan; it is all right within my district. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


Monooacy, slugust 23, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. L. WALLACE: 
: : a r ey. A =) 
No particulars of the fight of Sunday, except we have the enemy’s 


wounded, Everything is very quiet along our lines up as far as Point 
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of Rocks; my patrols go no farther west. We make a certainty of 
knowing what is going on in the Middle Department and on its imme- 
diate borders. We get little or no information of the movements of 
the enemy. Will telegraph you promptly anything I receive. 
Falte E. B. TYLER, 
Brigadier-General. 


[Aueusr 24, 1864,—For Sheridan to Halleck, reporting operations, 
&c., see p. 20.] 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 24, 1864. 
(Received 3.20 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

The formation of Sheridan’s line is as follows: Sixth Corps on right, 
Nineteenth center, General Crook on left. General Crook is strength- 
ened by a division from Sixth Corps and some other troops massed in 
support. It is not possible to assault the line successfully except on 
the left, and every precaution is taken against it there. A reconnais- 
sance at 6 p. m. yesterday, from the right, with cavalry, found no 
enemy in front of Wright. A scout out to Shepherdstown and Charles- 
town road followed it to left; found enemy apparently in force about 
two miles this side of Charlestown. No enemy east of Snicker’s Gap 
at 9 p.m. yesterday. A reconnaissance is now being made in Crook’s 
and Emory’s front, Rains have not raised the river perceptibly. 

N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HpQRS. MIDDLE MILIrARy DIVISION, 
No. 14, ) Near Halltown, Va., August 24, 1864. 


3. Lieut. Col. C. R. Smith, Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, is hereby 
announced as provost-marshal at these headquarters, and will be 
obeyed and respected accordingly. 

9. The First Cavalry Division, Army of West Virginia, Brigadier- 
General Duffié commanding, will be at once dismounted, with the ex- 
ception of the First New York (Lincoln) and the Twelfth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry. All unserviceable horses belonging to this division will be 
turned over to the proper accounting officer of the quartermaster’s 
department at Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

10. As soon as mounted, the above-named regiments will report as 
follows: The First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry to Brigadier-General 
Averell, commanding Second Cavalry Division, at Fair Play, near Will- 
iamsport, Md., for assignment; the Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry to 
Brigadier-General Stevenson, commanding Military District of Har. 
per’s Ferry, for duty. 

Ul. Brigadier-General Duffié will remount his division, under the 
direction of his department commander, and at such point as he may 
designate, 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 

A. ¥. HAYDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY Division, 
August 24, 1864. (Received 9.40 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR: 
What news have you from your scouting parties in Loudoun County? 
I am exceedingly anxious to learn. T have heard nothing from Snick- 
er’s Gap for two days. Answer. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HbQRs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22) ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, D. C., Auqust 24, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Military Division, Harper's Ferry: 

I have no news from the Eighth Illinois Cavalry, or from Gansevoort. 
A refugee just in from Culpeper, which place he left on Friday last, 
reports no forces of the enemy there, except a conscripting party 
and small parties of ten or fifteen passing through daily. Fitzhugh 
Lee, with his cavalry, about 3,000, and part of Longstreet’s corps, 
about 10,000, left there to join Early last Friday a week. He thinks 
they went through Sperryville and Thornton’s Gap. Mosby, with two 
pieces of artillery, attacked the small cavalry force at Annandale this 
morning. I have not yet heard of the result. The force there is in a 
stockade. 

Cc. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., August 24, 1864—9 a.m. 
(Received 10.30 a. 1.) 
Geueral C. C, AUGUR, 
Washington, D. C.: 

Scouts just in from Snicker’s Gap report no crossing there. A party 
of cavalry, 300 or 400 strong, was seen about Hillsborough; could not 
tell whether they were rebels or our people. Have you any one out in 


that direction? 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Hpgks. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, D. C., August 24, 1864—10.15 a. m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Division, Harper’s Ferry: 

I have nothing from scouting parties later than I sent you this morn- 
ing. Mosby is said to have been in command of the force that 
attacked Annandale this morning. He demanded a surrender, which 
was refused. He opened upon the stockade with two pieces of artil- 
lery. He was driven off, Major Horton, Sixteenth New York Cav- 
alry, in command, following him up. I have sent all available cavalry 
force to join in pursuit. I will inform you the moment I learn any- 
thing worth knowing. 

C. C. AUGUR, 


Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 
o7 RB R—VOL XLII, PY I 
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DORS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
ay August 24, 1864—12.30 p.m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Division, Harper's Ferry: 
Ihave good reason to believe that the Eighth Illinois Cavalry have 
in the vicinity of Hillsborough. j 
been in the y g 6. 6. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpg@rs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, D. C., August 24, 1864—9 p.m. 


Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Division, Harper's Ferry: 

Major Waite, commanding Eighth Illinois Cavalry, has returned to 
Muddy Branch with his regiment, bringing in sixty-two men, rebel 
sympathizers, arrested under Lieutenant-General Grant’s order. He 
brings in also all the horses he found fit for cavalry service. He found 
no old corn, but plenty of new and unthrashed wheat and hay, but says 
he could not find wagons enough to bring in one stack of wheat. He 
found very few negroes. He saw no signs of the enemy, except small 
squads of Mosby’s men. I will send Major Waite out again as soon as 
his horses are rested. Do you wish all the crops destroyed that can- 
not be brought in? 

Cc. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


HALLTOWN, W. VA., August 24, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
(Received 12.30 a. m. 25th.) 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Commanding: 


I have nothing very important to communicate. Report sent you 
by Colonel Lazelle of information received trom a refugee has been to 
some extent confirmed by reports from other sources, excepting as to 
time. Both Crook and Emory made reconnaissances to-day. Crook 
drove in the advance line of the evemy on our left, capturing some 
prisoners from Early’s corps. My information from Snicker’s Gap 
is that no troops have passed through in your direction. I will com- 
mence operations seriously with the cavalry to-morrow. Early cannot 
maintain his present position, and from indications does not know 
what todo. He cannot cross at Williamsport, for he gives up his line, 
and I do not believe that B[reckinridge] can cross at Snicker’s Gap or 
the other passes for nearly the same reason. I hope the Eighth Illi- 
nois has cleaned out Loudoun Valley. I will do the same with this 
country before Iam done with it. The Second Cavalry was in Mar- 
tinsburg yesterday and last night. Nothing has been there except a 
small squad of rebels for only an hour or so at a time. 

i P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, Wak DEP?., ADIT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
. : 
No. 279. Washington, August 24, 1864. 


1. Col. John A. Elison, quartermaster’s department, will report in 
person, without delay, to Major-General Augur, U.S. Volunteers, to 
relieve Lieut. Col. E. M. Greene, quartermastev’s department, in his 
duties as chief quartermaster, Department of Washington. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Greene will turn over to Colonel Elison all money 
and property in his possession pertaining to the Department of Wash- 
ington, including the contraband fund. 

¥* ¥ * * * * * 

By order of the Secretary ot War: 

Kk. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hp@rs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, D. C., Auaust 24, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel WELLS, 
Alexandria : 
It is reported that the enemy {supposed to be Mosby) has attacked 
the stockade at Annandale. Send at once what cavalry you have to 
that point to find the force of the enemy. Report information. 


Respectfully, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Cheef of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ALEXANDRIA, August 24, 1864. 
(Received 10.20 a. m.) 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

An attack was made at Annandale about 5 o’clock this morning; 
the force is not known. The rebels were driven off. Major Horton, 
of Sixteenth New York, is following rebels up. Mosby was said to be 
in command, and demanded a surrender, which was refused. He had 
two pieces of cannon, and fired grape and canister. Re-enforcements 
have been sent from Falls Church. I have also sent out all my cavalry. 


Respectfully, 
H. H. WELLS, 
Lieut. Col. and Prov, Mar. Gen., Defenses South of the Potomac. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., August 24, 1864. 
(Received 3.25 p. m.) 
Colonel TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: The force attacking at Annandale this morning was Mos- 
by’s, between 200 and 300, with artillery. They were repulsed, and re- 
treated through Fairfax Court-House toward Centerville. Our cavalry 
in pursuit, about one hour and a half behind.* 

H. H. WELLS, 


Lieutenant- Colonel, de. 


* See also Wells to Taylor, Dp. 637. 
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Fort CORCORAN, August 24, 1864. 
(Received 9.15 a. in.) 
Lieut. Col..J. H. TAYLor: 

An orderly just arrived with dispatches from cavalry camp near 
Falls Church, Va., informing me that the post at Annandale has been 
attacked by a large force of the enemy, having artillery. One hundred 
‘and seventy of the cavalry battalion is in stockade at Annandale. 
This dispatch is signed by Col. H. M. Lazelle, through his adjutant, 
Lieutenant Lansing, acting assistant adjutant-general. Can you send 
ine troops? 

G. A. DE RUSSY 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPs, 
Washington, D. C., August 24, 1804. 


Brigadier-General DE Russy, 
Fort Corcoran: 
GENERAL: The force can only be Mosby’s. Further information 
will be forwarded when received. 
Respectfully, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hbagrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, D. C., August 24, 1864. 
Brigadier-General DE Russy, 
Commanding Division : 
GENERAL: The attacking force at Annandale was simply a detach- 
ment of Mosby’s people, and has been driven off. 
Respectfully, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 24, 1864—6 a, m. 


Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that an oraerly has just 
arrived from a picket-post this side of Annandale bringing information 
that the stockade at Annandale is being attacked; in what force 
is not known, but have artillery. The shots can be heard distinetly 
from here. One of the men said that he saw two pieces of artillery and 
about fifty men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 

, Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 24, 1864—9 a.m. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 

Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that a dispatch has just 
been received from the officer commanding at Annandale. He states 
that Mosby attacked and drove in the pickets on the Fairfax Court- 
House road this morning about 5 o’clock. Afterward attacked the 
stockade, shelled it awhile, ordered it three times to surrender, and 
finding it would not, withdrew and gave up the attack, probably with 
an intention to threaten some other part of our picket-line. On learn- 
ing of the attack every available man was sent out from here to give 
relief. Mosby had with him two pieces of artillery and with a force 
variously estimated at from less than 200 to 300, and even 500, men. No 
damage was done by him, except the wounding of one horse. The fir- 
ing lasted about three-quarters of an hour, and the cannon were placed 
not over 300 or 400 yards from thestockade. The morning was exceed- 
ingly foggy, and what execution was done by our men is not known. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 24, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that no information has been 
received from Colonel Gansevoort. A picket-post, consisting of one 
corporal and three men, was picked up by Mosby this morning near 
Annandale. He was followed with all available mounted men to Ger 
mantown this morning as soon asa force could be sent from here. He 
was reported by citizens to have in reserve in that vicinity two addi- 
tional pieces of artillery in position, and a considerable party with 
them. His whole strength was about 250men. He had evidently been 
misinformed of the strength of the force at Annaudale, and supposed 
it much less. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdq. Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 24, 1864, 
Brigadier-General DE Russy. 
Comdg. Defenses South of the Potomac, Fort Corcoran, Va.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that the attack at Annan- 
dale has ceased, aud the rebels withdrew, perhaps with the intention of 
attacking some other part of my picket-line. The attacking party is 
said to have consisted of from Jess than 200 to 300, even 500 men, with 
two pieces artillery, all under Mosby. No damage was done, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Commanding Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va,, August 24, 1864. 


Lieut. C. B. LYELL, 

Thirteenth New York Cav., Comdg. Cac. at Lewinsville: 

LIEUTENANT: The party under Mosby which attacked the camp at 

Annandale this morning has retired from the attack without accom- 
plishing anything more than the wounding of one horse. Another 
attempt will doubtless be made somewhere along our line, either during 
the day or to-night. The point selected will probably be at your stock- 
ade. The colonel commanding directs me to tell you to caution your 
pickets and your men to be on the alert, and assure yourself that they 
are, especially toward daybreak to-morrow, should an attack not come 
sooner. Keep two horses saddled in the stockade all the day and _to- 
night, and in the case of an attack let us know here at once by sending 
out in two different directions. This will make sure of one of your mes- 
sengers reaching us. Colonel Lazelle directs you not to surrender your 
command under any consideration or emergency. Please send word 
by the bearer how many horses and men you have with you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWIN Y. LANSING, 
First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 24, 1864. 
Capt. E. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division : 


Caprarin: In compliance with orders, I have the honor to report the 
following as field return for to-day: 


Present for duty. 
\ 
Command. |---—— ; > 

| Officers. Men. | Total 
Le, oe z i Ae ve Be Bag “ 
inst, Divisions. Jiecs'sveicce scene fam aes See Se ee ae eee ee 205 3, 361 | 3, 566 
Second Divine. cosas casei gee ae ee ae ae 218! 3.763 | 3.981 
WhITA Division. sc) o-sgnce eee cee eee oe eR ee 152 2,570 | 2,722 
Artillery Bri gadoe et Wack: thn co tas esas eee et | 2B] = 752 "780 
otal’. HELO U) Oey 1. ey) NES WED. Rapid ee) 603, 10,446) 11,049 

| | 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i. G. WRIGHT, . 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE Mixitary Division, 
Shepherdstown, W. Va., August 24, 1864. 
General W. MERRITT, 
Commanding First Division : 
_ GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs that you move your divis- 
ion at 6 a. m, on the Smithfield pike, marching as far as Walper’s Cross- 
toads, awaiting at that point until joined by the Third Division. 
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Further instructions will be given you at that point. Forage and 
rations are expected to arrive to-night, and if so, they will be issued 
with all dispatch. ; 
Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


Abstract from field return of the Third Division, Cavalry Corps, commanded by Brig. 
Gen. James H. Wilson, for August 24, 1864. 
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Point oF Rocks, MD., August 24, 1864. 


Brigadier-General STEVENSON, 
Commanding : 

A scouting party of twenty-four men started yesterday to Loudoun 
County, crossing the river at Point of Rocks ford; from there went 
to Waterford, thence to Wheatland and Southerville, Va., and Short 
Hill Mountain; returned this morning, having seen or heard of no 
rebels except a few straggling guerrillas. I hear from reliable authority 
that up to noon of the 23d there was no force east of Blue Ridge. 
Another scout is out. 

A. N. DUFFIE, 


Brigadier-General Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Shepherdstown, Va., August 24, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Second Division : 

GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs me to inform you that a 
reconnaissance sent out from the First Division arrived in Martinsburg 
yesterday morning and found no enemy. Their pickets were on the 
Wiuchester pike, about five miles out. There has been no enemy in 
the town, except a small party on Saturday. Lieutenant Finley, son of 
surgeon-general, was found there. Do you know anything of him? 
The railroad is destroyed pretty effectually near Kearneysville. You 
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can withdraw the pickets on the Sharpsburg pike, leaving, as you sug- 
gested, a small party at the ferry to report what may be going on in our 
camps. 
Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


Hancock, August 24, 1864. 
(Received Oakland 11.05 a. m.) 
Major-General KELLEY: 

General Averell was at Sharpsburg yesterday. His pickets are at 
all the fords along the river trom McCoy’s Ferry, on the Maryland side. 
The fight on Sunday was near Berryville. I will come up this p. m. 
Gilmor’s forces reported near Martinsburg while I was there. 

F. B. MILLER. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS, — 
No. 27. \ Cumberland, Md., August 24, 1864. 


J. The One hundred and fifty-fourth Regiment Ohio National Guard, 
Col. R. Stevenson commanding, will proceed to Camp Chase, Ohio, for 
the purpose of being mustered out of service. The quartermaster’s 
department is directed to provide transportation. 

* * * * * * * 

By order of Brevet Major-General Kelley: 

C. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CLARKSBURG, August 24, 1864. 
Major-General KELLEY: 
Rebels surprised and captured the picket-post at Huttonsville this 
morning. 
N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel. 


CLARKSBURG, August 24, 1864, 
(Received Cumberland 9.20 p. m.) 
Major-General KELLEY: 


The following received from Beverly: 


About 100 dismounted men came across the mountains, stepped into the camp of 
the pickets at Huttonsville at 3 o’clock this morning, and captured about seventy 
horses, seventy sets horse equipments, seventy carbines, and accouterments. They 
made off in great haste toward Crab Bottom. They captured forty men, but could 
not get them along as fast as they demanded, and let them go. No one killed; one 
inan seriously wounded. Major Shaw, of the Eighth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, is in 
pursuit, : 

R. YOUART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 


N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS FORCES IN KANAWHA VALLEY, 
Charleston, W. Va., August 24, 1864. 
Col. H. CRAMPTON, 
Commanding Post, Fayetteville: 

Move all government stores immediately to Camp Piatt. As soon as 
this is done report with your regiment at Camp Piatt for transportation 
home. Abandon nothing. 

J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


City Pont, VA., August 25, 1864—2.30 p.m. 
(Received 6 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C.: 

Pickett’s and Field’s divisions are here. You can say this to General 
Sheridan, and that there is no doubt aboutit. Oneregiment from each of 
the four brigades of Pickett’s division were detached a couple of weeks 
ago, and for some time I did not know but that they had gone to the 
Valley. These regiments are now back. 

U.S. GRANT, 
LTieutenant- General. 


Ciry Pont, VA., August 25, 1864—11 a.m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Harper's Ferry, Va.: 

Ihave good authority for-believing that orders have gone to the 
Valley for the return of Fitz Lee’s cavalry. This is the general talk 
among the Southern soldiers, and a man sent to Richmond by the pro- 
vost-marshal learns the same fact. It is also natural that this should 
be so after the reverse of the enemy’s cavalry met with on the evening 
of the 23d. Our troops have quietly destroyed the Weldon road, work- 
ing south, the enemy’s cavalry falling back before ours without offer- 
ing resistance. If this should be so, it will give you a great advan- 
tage in harassing the enemy, and probably might send entirely around 
to his rear, and destroy his trains, supplies, &c. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General 


HALLVTOWN, August 25, 1804—11 p.m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

There is not much doubt of the presence here of two divisions of 
Longstreet’s corps, General Anderson commanding. The enemy sue- 
ceeded this evening in getting Shepherdstown. I do not know whether 
they will attempt to cross or not. I ordered two divisions of cavalry 
to make a reconnaissance this morning on the enemy’s flank; they 
met Breckinridge’s corps at Blue Spring or Leetown, marching toward 
Shepherdstown. Our cavalry skirmished with this corps sharply dur- 
ing the afternoon, with but little loss. The cavalry were forced to 
give up Shepherdstown, all but one brigade coming back to Halltown; 


906 OPERATIONS IN N. Va., W. VA., MD., AND PA. — (Ouar. LY. 


this brigade, itis supposed, crossed at the Shepherdstown Ford. I can- 
not suy whether or not the enemy will attempt to cross in the morning; 
they must be very strong to do so. My information is that Early 
marched with that intention, but reports are very unreliable. The 
enemy are in very strong force. I will not give up this place, and hope 
to be able to strike the enemy divided. I hardly think that they will 
attempt to go to Washington. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C., August 25, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Middle Military Division: 

Scouts report that no troops had moved to or from the Valley up to 
Tuesday night, 23d. Rebels are hauling considerable grain from Beaver 
Dam Station. <All information brought here by scouts is communi- 
cated to you. 

GEO. K. LEET, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[AuGustT 25, 1864.—For Sheridan to Halleck, reporting operations, 
&c., see p. 21.] 


CIRCULAR.| HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Near Halltown, Va., August 25, 1864. 
Corps and other independent commanders will keep their commands 
constantly supplied with three days’ rations in haversacks, upon which 
rations the men of the several commands may be required to subsist 
four days. 
By command ot Major-General Sheridan: 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 25, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I desire to submit a few observations with regard to the pres- 
ent military status here. 

When General Sheridan received General Grant’s dispatch ipform- 
ing him of Early’s re-enforcement and directing him to assume a 
defensive attitude, the design of further pursuit and giving Early 
battle somewhere in the Valley had not been relinquished by General 
Sheridan, but was about being vigorously executed. The position 
at Cedar Creek, though strong in the immediate line of battle front, 
was a most indefensible one, nevertheless, as numerous gaps through 
both ranges of mountains opened ready ingress to the enemy in our 
rear, and, besides, was flankable on the right of the road leading 
down the base of the mountains west of the Valley and protected on the 
east by Cedar Creek and a heavy growth of timber. With all these 
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advantages given the enemy, General Sheridan showed no trepidation, 
but gave Early’s men opportunity to try his powers, and at his leisure 
took up the retrogade down the Valley. At Winchester General Sheri- 
dan halted, remained long enough to give the enemy a chance to fight, 
and without being driven, or seemingly being compelled, again dropped 
back to Berryville; where he again halted until the enemy came up, and 
here gave him every opportunity to attack, which, declinin g to do, Sheri- 
dan again moved back, halting at Charlestown and offering the same 
inducements to battle. It seemed pretty well established that the 
enemy would have given battle here had Sheridan remained another 
day. Early had developed our line by the fight of Sunday, and at night 
it is said massed his forces for a sudden assault. Monday morning 
daylight, however, found Sheridan in position where he now is. Dur- 
ing this march to the rear the cavalry have carefully watched the right 
and left, and at no time has it been possible for the enemy to have 
passed through the Blue Ridge for Washington, or to the right and into 
Pennsylvania, without General Sheridan being almost immediately 
apprised of it. The movements of our army have been such as 
to deceive even its own officers, and it is thought thus far have 
baffled the enemy, who has acted as though he thought Sheridan invit- 
ing rather than avoiding battle, and ready at any time to assume the 
offensive should Early for a moment weaken his force or uncover him- 
self. The impression in our army, and it seems to have reached the 
enemy, is that our force numbers about 50,000, and this may account for 
the caution Early uses, and the fact that he holds his army solidly and 
in close hand. The advantages are now all with Sheridan, as they 
were all with Early at Cedar Creek. 

Early cannot cross the Potomac at Shepherdstown into Pennsyl- 
vania, as its proximity would enable Sheridan to strike his column in 
flank at a moment of his own choosing. He will not. attempt a like 
movement at Williamsport, as Sheridan could immediately put his army 
in their rear and close all lines of communication south, and, with such 
aid as could be readily given him, annihilate the enemy. He cannot 
pass through Snicker’s Gap toward Washington without his move- 
ment being known in six hours from its commencement; he would enter 
a country lately made desolate and wholly incapable of subsisting an 
army, and could not reach Washington so soon as could Sheridan by 
the north side. It was necessary for Early, designing either of these 
objects, to have first beaten Sheridan, and at least temporarily to have 
rendered his army powerless. This he has failed to do, and it is no 
longer possible for him to do it. But one course is left him (inany 
miles from his supplies in a country recently devastated by the torch), 
viz, go back up the Valley and abandon the campaign wholly, or com- 
mence a new one under more favorable auspices; and having learned 
by the experience of this one, every evidence indicates that the 
enemy will within a very few hours take up the line of retreat. Sheri- 
dan’s army is in splendid condition, well in hand and manifesting the 
greatest anxiety for a fight. There is a feeling of entire confidence in 
their leader, and regiments talk about being able to whip brigades. 
Sheridan really has a very fine army here, and the universal good 
spirits that prevail and anxiety to fight manifested would make it a 
hard army to compete with. As this is the campaign of the enemy, and 
not of our army, | think it may be set down as a failure, and therefore 
a success to our arms. Sheridan will begin from this time to harass 
them, and cannot fail to inflict severe punishment before they leave the 
Valley. 
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These are reflections and deductions, Mr. Secretary (which pardon 
me for making), plainly inferable and deducible from my standpoint, 
and are doubtless not strange to yourself. My telegrams from time to 
time have given only facts as I could glean them, as I supposed, and still 
suppose, you prefer to draw your own conclusions. — 

General Torbert is directed to try and draw Fitz Lee into a fight 
to-day, while, in front, General Sheridan will give Barly a little quiet. 

Tam, Mr. Secretary, your obedient servant, 
N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Jolonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HD@Rs. MIDDLE DEPT., 8TH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 2138. J Baltimore, August 25, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

2. The Ninety-first Regiment New York Veteran Volunteers, having 
reported to these headquarters, in obedience to orders from the honor- 
able Secretary of War, is hereby ordered to proceed to Fort McHenry 
and report to Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. W. Morris, U. 8S. Army, commanding 
Second Separate Brigade, Eighth Army Corps. 

* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Wallace: 
SAML. B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE DEPARTMENT, 
Baltimore, Md., August 25, 1864. 
Byt. Brig. Gen. W. W. MorRIs, 
Commanding Second Separate Brigade: 

GENERAL: I am directed by Major-General Wallace to say that inas- 
much as the Ninety-first New York Infantry Veteran Volunteers has 
been ordered to report to you for duty, you are requested to strengthen 
the garrison at Fort Federal Hill, so that hereafter it will be unneces- 
sary for the commanding officer there to ask for detail to forward strag- 
glers to their commands. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES Rk. ROSS, 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


CLARKSBURG, August 25, 1864—S8 «a.m. 


(Received 12.15 p. m.) 
Col. J. A. HARDIF, 


Inspector- General : 


I lett Beverly yesterday at 7 a.m. At 3 a.m. yesterday morning a 
party of the enemy, about 100 strong, surprised an outpost at Huttons- 
ville, ten miles the other side of Beverly, and captured seventy-five 
horses, horse equipments, arms; they did not take any of the men. 
The force at Beverly is 477, Kighth Ohio Cavalry; they are armed 
with the Union carbine, « worthless arm; have only fifteen rounds of 
ammunition per man; have not pistols nor sabers. One company of 
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First West Virginia Cavalry is at Buckhannon, sixty men; this com- 
pany is not mounted. About sixty of the enemy were reported seven- 
teen miles from Buckhannon yesterday going in the direction of Weston. 
Only forty men at this post, none at Webster, and part of a company 
at Grafton. There is danger of the enemy breaking up the railroad 
between Cumberland and Wheeling, unless other dispositions of the 
troops are made in this vicinity. I go from here to Cumberland to-day. 
WM. SINCLAIR, 
Tieutenant- Colonel. 


HALLTOWN, VA., August 25, 1864—8 ua. m. 
(Received 12.30 p. m.) 


Major-General AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington : 

The major-general commanding is exceedingly anxious to have Snick- 
er’s Gap and vicinity watched, and the earliest information of any 
movement of any enemy through the gap. He desires that you have 
scouting parties and reliable scouts, if you have them, sent to the gap, 
so as to watch it; you should send at the earliest possible moment. 
All wheat, hay, and fodder in Loudoun County that can be burned up 
should be. General Grant directs that all the crops be carried off or 
destroyed. 

Respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Hp@rRs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, D. C., August 25, 1864—9 p.m. 


Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Jomdy. Middle Military Division, Harper's Ferry, W. Va.: 

Among the persons brought in by Major Waite is one well known to 
me as a reliable Union man, who has heretofore given me valuable 
information; he is from Upperville; says he heard no talk there of 
the rebel army intending to move this way; says they are conscripting 
everybody there capable of bearing arms; those who join Mosby are 
exempt from joining Lee’s army. By this means Mosby can command 
between 800 and 1,000 men. To get information from Snicker’s Gap 
would require a force able to manage Mosby, whose headquarters are 
on the route there. Small parties will be picked up. I will send the 
HKighth Mlinois Cavalry again to that vicinity as soon as it can move, 
and will send with it one of the regiments (very small) from Falls Church. 
To clean out Loudoun County and destroy the crops there will require 
a much larger force than I can send; I will do all I can, however. The 
horses of the Eighth Illinois have to be shod before they can move; I 
will let you know to-morrow when they will move. I have a man at 
Middleburg, who is employed to give me the earliest information of any 
move of the rebels in this direction; I trust he will not deceive ine. 

C. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


910 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND Pa. [Cuap. LY. 


HALutown, W. Va., August 25, 1864—11 p.m. 
(Received 10.30 a. m. 26th.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington: 

My reports from prisoners, scouts, &ec., are such as to leave but little 
doubt in my mind that at least two divisions of Longstreet’s corps, 
under the command of General Anderson, are here. IJ sent out two 
divisions of cavalry to make a reconnaissance to-day on the enemy’s 
left tlank; they met Breckinridge’s corps on the march at or near Blue 
Spring or Leetown. Our cavalry skirmished sharply with this corps 
all afternoon, and were forced to fall back, all but one brigade com- 
ing into Halltown; this brigade (Custer’s) is supposed to have 
crossed at Shepherdstown. The enemy now hold Shepherdstown. I 
cannot say whether they will cross or not; if they do, I shall try and 
strike them with their force separated by the river, which is reported 
to be rising. The reports are that Early marched with this intention 
this morning. Ido not think they will move on Washington. Have 
you any ifews? 

P, H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., August 25, 1864—7.50 p.m. 
Colonel TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: The patrols report all quiet to-day. It is reported that 
Mosby attacked the post at Falls Church about 1 o’clock last night, 
capturing two or three men and several horses. 

H. H. WELLS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 25, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, ; 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: | have the honor to report that the party under Colonel 
Gansevoort returned early this morning. Colonel Gansevoort obtained 
positive information that there is no force at either Warrenton or Oul- 
peper; that the Orange and Alexandria Railroad is used only as far as 
Culpeper; that squads of 50 and 100 men frequently come up on the rail- 
road and pass through Culpeper on their way to join the main com- 
mand in the Valley, and that a large force, consisting of over 10,000 
infantry and cavalry, passed through Warrenton about a week since. 
This is probably the force of which you have already been informed. 
The usual small parties of guerrillas were met with. The party cap- 
tured and brought in five prisoners (two soldiers and three citizens), 
forty horses, one mule, horse equipments, and harness leather. A 
number of rebel uniforms were found in a house near Warrenton and 
burned. A picket-post, consisting of a corporal and three men (near 
this camp), of the Sixteenth New York Cavalry, was attacked at 2 a.m. 
to-day by a party of mounted rebels; four horses and two men were 
taken; one man badly wounded, and the corporal escaped. Augustus 
Klock, a citizen living near Falls Church, was arrested by Mosby yes- 
terday near Vienna, and was released this morning. He states that 
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Mosby on releasing him told him to inform me that he (Mosby) had 
sent Maj. W. H. Forbes and Captain Manning, Second Massachusetts 
Cavalry, to the penitentiary, in retaliation for the confinement of Jack 
Barnes and Phil. Trammell, two of Mosby’s men. Both were tried by 
a court-martial in Washington and sentenced to the Albany peniten- 
tiary. Barnes, I believe, was tried for violation of the oath of alle- 
giance and stealing horses; Trammell, for being a guerrilla. It has been 
ascertained quite positively that the person alluded to by you in your 
communication of August 24 as in the habit of visiting a female in the 
vicinity of Vienna is not an officer, but a non-commissioned officer of 
the Second Massachusetts Cavalry, who was yesterday relieved and 
ordered to rejoin his regiment. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Col. Sixteenth New York Vol. Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


P. 8.—I forgot to state that Colonel Gansevoort brings information 
that the rebels obtain their supplies by the way of Thornton’s Gap 
and Sperryville. The Warrenton route is used but little. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIvIsIon, 
Halltown, Va., August 25, 1864. 
Brevet Major-General Emory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that Colonel Currie’s 
command has been relieved from duty at Harper’s Ferry. The major- 
general commanding has placed this brigade in position on the left of 
General Crook’s line, and desires that it remain there for the present. 
Colonel Currie has been directed to report to his division commander, 
and to notify him when his brigade is posted. 

i am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Tneutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 25, 1864—7.30 p.m. (Received 9,25 p. m.) 
Major-General COUCH: 

Torbert’s cavalry repulsed this morning by the enemy’s infantry near 
Leetown. Enemy exchanging shots with my pickets this evening at 
Shepherdstown Ford; drove in my pickets at Falling Waters to 
within one mile of Williamsport. Column reported moving toward 
Hedgesville. No enemy on this side river yet. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
srigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 25, 1864—4.40 p. m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ForsyTH, 
Chief of Staff: 

The force we met this morning was Breckinridge’s corps, composed 
of: Wharton’s and Gordon’s divisions. A rebel lieutenant says they 
marched from their camp near Charlestown this morning between day- 
light and sunrise, passed through Leetown, aud were on march when 
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we struck them, going, he says, to Shepherdstown; Fitz Lee’s cavalry 
was also on the road, but had turned off toward Martinsburg; both 
Early and Breckinridge were at Leetown with the troops. The lieu- 
tenant further says he don’t know where the two other divisions of 
Rodes and Ramseur are, nor where the two under Anderson are, but 
supposes the latter about Halltown or in that direction; their trains 
also moved to-day, but not by the road upon which Early was march- 
ing. An officer just in from Torbert says he thinks they are following 
Merritt with cavalry, but the firing seems too heavy and continuous 
for that; he also says Torbert had turned off the Shepherdstown 
[road] and is bearing directly for the river about Antietam Ford. The 
firing seems to grow nearer. Lam sending out scouting parties. My 
impression is that the rebel lientenant’s statement is reliable, and that 
they are making a move northward. The absence of the trains is 
nothing significant, even if true. A strong attack on the two divisions 
still in your front, or thought to be, might stop them. I will forward 
all the prisoners at once—eight or ten. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 25, 1864—5 p.m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel FoRsytH, Chief of Staff: 

The two divisions of cavalry formed a junction at Walper’s Cross 
Roads about 9 a. m., neither having seen anything of the enemy before 
arriving there. The command was closed up and the advance made in 
the following order: Chapman’s brigade on extreme left, haJf a mile 
from pike; McIntosh close by the side of the pike; Custer on MeclIntosh’s 
right, and Cesnola on extreme right; all by flank of brigades, with 
skirmishers in front; regular brigade in reserve on pike. About a 
mile beyond Kearneysville met the enemy. Chapman bore farther to 
the left, guided by Colonel Brinton; struck enemy in flank. MeJntosh 
dismounted and moved torward heavy skirmish line; Custer same on 
his right. Cesnola charged, mounted, through open fields; drove the 
enemy three-quarters of a mile; soon ascertained that his force was all 
infantry; drove the skirmishers clear back, killing quite a number, and 
before they could attack with main force our cavalry was mounted and 
rapidly withdrawn, covered by a line of mounted skirmishers, and the 
Reserve Brigade ready to act. Officers and men behaved with great 
gallantry and steadiness. Loss of my division will not exceed seventy. 
The enemy did not pursue me atter lL withdrew from the pike, but 
seemed to continue toward Shepherdstown. General Torbert reports 
with cavalry. Torbert is now moving toward me. 

Very respecttully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARYERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Camp Near Engels, August 25, 1864—3.50 p.m. 
Brigadier-General TORBERT, Chief of Cavalry: 
GENERAL: We are in our old camp all right, but I find my four 
wagons of ammunition and ambulances have followed your route to 
Shepherdstown; please send them to me under charge of the bearer, 
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Mr. Yard, of my staff. There seems to have been some firing to-day 
on the left of the infantry, though as to what extent I can’t tell, Have 
seut for my wagons, and also sent an officer to report to Sheridan, 
knowing it would be some time before you could communicate. 
Very respecttully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General, 


ORDERS. | Hvogrs. THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPs, 
August 25, 1864—10 p.m. 
The command will move to-night across the bridge at Harper’s Ferry 
wid take the road through Pleasant Valley, in the following order: 
First Brigade, with Fitzhugh’s battery; Second Brigade, with Penning- 
ton’s battery; ambulances and ammunition train; regimental and supply 
trains. . Pickets will be called in at once. The quartermaster, com- 
missary, and ordnance officers will move their respective trains loaded 
with supplies, as soon after the division has passed as practicable, 
acrossthe bridge at Harper’s Ferry, and join the division without delay 
near the South Mountain Gap, between it and Boonsborough. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Halltown, August 25, 1864—6.45 p.m. 
Brigadier-General STEVENSON, 
Commanding at Harpers Ferry: 

GENERAL: Brigadier-General Torbert’s cavalry, all except one bri- 
gade, fell back toward this place; one brigade, it is supposed, has 
crossed at Shepherdstown. I desire that you will send scouts down to 
the ford at Shepherdstown and ascertain if the enemy make any cross- 
ing at that point or elsewhere in that vicinity during the night. Send 
the earliest reports received to these headquarters at once. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servaut, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpers. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 68. § Camp near Halltown, W. Va., August 25, 1504. 
I. All enlisted men within this department serving without proper 
authority away from the brigade, military district, or division in which 
their batteries or regiments may be, will be at once returned to their 
companies and regiments for duty, and officers are hereby empowered 
to seize their men absent without such authority wherever they may 
find them. Men thus absent, who do uot return as above required 
within « reasonable period after the promulgation of this order, will be 
reported as deserters. >. ' 
II. General officers and colonels commanding divisions and brigades 
within this department will select their staff officers from their own 
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commands, and will at once relieve all officers now on duty with them 
belonging elsewhere, except the aides-de-camp general officers are 
authorized by law to have. 
By order of Brevet Major-General Crook: 
LP. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. DEp?. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 154. - ) Camp near Halltown, W. Va., August 25, 1864. 
* k * # * * * 


2, After complying with Special Orders, No. 14, current series, head- 
quarters Middle Military Division, Brig. Gen. A. N. Duffié, commanding 
First Cavalry Division, will proceed overland with the remaining regi- 
ments of his division, via Hagerstown, Md., to Hancock, Md., and from 
thence by rail to Cumberland, Md., and there establish a camp of instrue- 
tion, where he will remount his division by regiments as rapidly as pos- 
sible, the quartermaster’s department supplying the necessary horses. 
The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary transporta- 
tion. 

* x * & * * * 

by order of Brevet Major-General Crook: 

P. Ge. BID, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Pot oF Rocks, Mb., August 25, 1864—8.35 p.m. 
Brigadier-General STEVENSON: 
All quiet along my line. No enemy in Loudoun County. Will leave 
this place to-morrow at 6 a. mn. 
ALN. DU Pre, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRs. Isr. CAv. Div., ARMY oF W. VA.,, 
No, 35. § Point of Rocks, Md., August 25, 1864. 
VIII. In accordance with Special Orders, No, 14, extract 10, head- 
quarters Middle Military Division, the following-named regiments are 
hereby detached from this division and will report as designated below: 
First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry to Brig. Gen. W. W. Averell, at 
Fair Play, near Williamsport, Md.; Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry to 
Brig. Gen. J. D. Stevenson, commanding Military District of Harper’s 
Ferry, W. Va. 
By command of Brigadier-General Duftié: 
K. W. CLARK, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-@eneral. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIvision, 
Halltown, Va., August 25, 1864—6.30 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 
GENERAL: When I sent you directions this afternoon | was under 
the impression that Merritt would cross at Shepherdstown, which is not 
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the case; Custer’s brigade may have crossed there. The enemy, who 
now have Shepherdstown, will perhaps cross, in which ease I want you 
to keep close in on their left flank and pitch into them. It is reported 
that Fitz Lee has gone by way of Martinsburg, in which case you 
must look out for him. If Custer has crossed he can join his division, 
as I will send it toward South Mountain Pass; please inform him. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


If you and Custer are pressed by Fitz Lee’s cavalry pitch into it; 
you must defeat him if possible. 
P, H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Halitown, W. Va., August 25, 1864, 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Md. : 

Please send at once by rail to Hancock, Md., and from thence over- 
land via Hagerstown to this place, the stragglers belonging to this 
command that you have collected at Cumberland. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Crook: 

PirGar Bren, 


Assistunt Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 28. § Cumberland, Md., August 25, 1864. 


IL. In pursuance of orders from the major-general commanding the 
department, the One hundred and fifty-sixth Regiment Ohio National 
Guard, Col. C. Marker, will proceed to Camp Chase, Ohio, for the pur- 
pose of being mustered, their term of service having expired. The 
quarterinaster’s department will provide transportation. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Kelley: 

C, A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HANcock, August 25, 1864. 
(Received 6.03 pp. m.) 
General KELLEY: 

T have reliable information from citizens from Bloomery, Oakland, 
and Sleepy Creek Valley, who report no rebels in that vicinity; none 
have been there since the raid. I also have reliable information from 
Martinsburg and line of road this side; no rebels there. 

P. B. PETRIE, 
Captuin. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Yumberland, August 25, 1864. 
Col. R. STEVENSON, Bins 
Comdg. 154th Ohio National Guard, New Creek, W. Va.: 

The term of service of your regiment having expired, and being on 
the eve of your departure for Ohio, preparatery to being mustered out 
of service, I accept the opportunity offered of expressing to yourself 
and the officers and men of your regiment my thanks for the eminent 
service you have rendered the country while inimy command. Always 
ready, your faithfulness has only been equaled by your willingness’ on 
being called upon to pass through the ordeal of battle. Even in your 
short term of service your bravery and unfaltering courage were nobly 
attested. You can return, colonel, to your homes with the proud sat- 
isfaction of knowing that while you relieved the veteran troops for duty 
in the front, it was your pleasant duty to be participants at New Creek, 
W. Va., August 4, 1864, in administering to the enemies of our Gov- 
ernment one of the most disastrous repulses in the history of the war. 
I regret very much, colonel, that the requirement of the service would 
not permit of your departure for your homes at the expiration of your 
term, but gladly bear testimony to the willingness with which you 
remained at your country’s*call. I trust, colonel, to soon learn that 
there are many members of your regiment again in the service nobly 
battling for the common cause. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General, 


COLUMBUS, OHIO, August 25, 1864. 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

General Kelley’s course with the 100-days’ men is creating great an- 
noyance and dissatisfaction. I telegraphed you about the One hun- 
dred and fifty-fourth Regiment, but have no reply. The One hundred 
and fifty second, One hundred and fifty-sixth, and One hundred and 
forty-fifth have a messenger here this morning with complaints. He 
reports from General Kelley direct that he pleads orders from General 
Crook to hold all troops in his command until further orders. I cannot 
say how far this is true; I know the regiments are being held over- 
time and the result is injurious, Please advise me on this point; the 
men look to me for some explanation on the subject. 

JOHN BROUGH, 
Crovernor of Ohio. 


City Point, VA.. August 26, 1864—2.30 p.m. 
(Received 12.10 a. m. 27th.) 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Halltown, Va.: 

I telegraphed you that I had good reason for believing that Fitz 
Lee had been ordered back here. I now think it likely that all troops 
will be ordered back from the Valley except what they believe to be 
the minimum number to detain you. My reason for supposing this is 
based upon the fact that yielding up the Weldon road seems to be a 
blow to the enemy he cannot stand. I think I do not overstate the 
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loss of the enemy in the last two weeks at 10,000 killed and wounded. 
We have lost heavily, mostly in captured, when the enemy gained tem- 
porary advantages. Watch closely, and if you find this theory correct 
push with all vigor. Give the enemy no rest, and if itis possible to 
follow to the Virginia Central road, follow that far. Do all the damage 
to railroads and crops youcan. Carry off stock of all descriptions, and 
negroes, so as to preventfurther planting. If the war is to last another 
year, we want the Shenandoah Valley to remain a barren waste. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


WASHINGTON, August 26, 1864—11.40 a.m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 

It is reported that General Kelley is keeping several Ohio regiments 
after the expiration of their time, which is creating great dissatisfac- 
tion in Ohio. Moreover, after the expiration of their term the troops 
are useless and will not fight. Please direct that they go home. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


| Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 26, 1864. 
Respectfully réferred to Brevet Major-General Crook, commanding 
Department of West Virginia, who will order all regiments whose term 
of service has expired to their place of rendezvous to be mustered out in 
accordance with within directions. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
A. F. HAYDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[AueusT 26, 1864.—For Sheridan to Halleck, reporting operations, 
&c., see p. 21,] 


HARPER'S FERRY, VA.. August 26, 18064—9I p.m. 
(Received 10 . m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

A reconnaissance this evening in front of General Crook’s corps cap- 
tured eight officers and about eighty men of the enemy. He is still in 
our front in force. Breckinridge’s move yesterday toward Shepherds- 
town turns out to have been an attempted decoy, as he is back again 
in camp on Early’s left. No enemy at Shepherdstown. Some skir- 
mishing at Williamsport to-day, but no serious attempt to cross. 
Averel! is at Williamsport. Wilson in that vicinity and below. Custer 
at Shepherdstown. Torbert on our right, connecting with Custer. No 
movement of enemy toward Snicker’s Gap. He seems nonplussed and 


in deubt what to do. 
N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 
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HALLIOWN, VA., August 26, 1864—9 a.m. 
(Received 11 a. in.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington: 

Your dispatch received.* Nothing bas passed through Snicker’s Gap. 
The operations in Loudoun County and of the Highth Illinois Cavalry 
can, of course, be only in proportion to the force you have for the pur- 
pose. I have made no change in my position here, and the enemy has 
made no attempt to cross at Shepherdstown. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 26, 1864, 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Division, Harper's Ferry: 

Colonel Gansevoort, with his regiment, Thirteenth New York Cay- 
alry, have returned, and bring information that there is no force of the 
enemy either at Culpeper or Warrenton, and but small parties passing 
up into the Valley. The rezilroad is not used this side of Culpeper. 
Supplies for the rebels pass through Sperryville and Thornton’s Gap. 

Cc. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpors. Derr. oF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, August 26, 1864—3 p.m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Military Division, Harper's Ferry: 

The provisional battalion of cavalry belonging to Gregg’s division, 
which is now on the upper Potomac guarding the river while the 
Kighth Hlinois is absent, has been ordered to City Point. This will 
leave me without means of guarding the river while the Eighth 
illinois is absent. Major Waite reports to-day that he cannot get his 
regiment ready to move before Monday. The forges, coal, &c., had to 
be sent from here. 1 think he will get ready as soon as possible. If 
you think it advisable | will send out the Sixteenth New York in the 
direction of Aldie. They cannot raise more than 300 for the field, and 
they cannot go to Snicker’s Gap. They may scout about Aldie and 
pick up rumors. 

G. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HALLTowN, W. VA., August 26, 1864—8 p. m. 
' (Received 10 a.m. 27th.) 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington: 

| have nothing important to report to-night. The movements of the 
enemy yesterday evening toward Shepherdstown did not cause me to 
make any changes, and from appearances they went back to Charles- 
town or vicinity last night. This evening Crook made a dash at their 
line and Lowell charged and captured seven officers and sixty-nine 


“Of August 25, 9 p. m., p. 909. 
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privates, one lieutenant-colonel. Yesterday I got twenty-four in a 
charge made by Seventeenth Pennsylvania. Averell reports rebel 
cavalry at Williamsport, but no crossing of the river. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
; Major-General. 


HALLITOWN, VA., August 26, 1864—10.30 p. m. 
(Received 11.40 a. m. 27th.) 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Department of Washington: 

Your dispatch of 3 p.m. received. I am instructed by the major- 
general commanding to say that Gregg’s cavalry should be sent to him 
(Gregg) at once. You will, with the cavalry that you have on hand 
belonging to your department, picket the river and send out scouting 
parties as you may deem best. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


P. S.—Crook’s men brought in to-day the horses of eight of Mosby’s 


men. 
J. W. F, 


HILTON HEAD, August 26, 1864. 
(Via Fort Monroe 4 p.m. 28th. Received 11.20 p.m. 28th.) 
Major-General HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 

On the steamer Fulton I send the One hundred and fourth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, 900 men, to Washington to report to you. The com- 
manding officer has orders to report by telegraph from Fort Monroe, and 
then, unless otherwise ordered, to proceed to Alexandria and march 
thence to Washington. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General. 
[Indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
August 29, 1864. 

On its arrival this regiment will report to Major-General Augur for 

assignment to duty in the defenses. 


By order of Major-General Halleck: 
J. ©, KELTON, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpors. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 26, 1864. 
Maj. Joun M. WAItTE, Commanding at Muddy Branch: 

Major Fry has been relieved from duty on the upper Potomac, with 
his detachment. You will leave no picket on the river. Your regi- 
mental camp must be left in charge of a squad of convalescents and 
dismounted men. 


Very respectfully 
Yea J. H. TAYLOR, 


Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Muppy BRANCH, August 26, 1864. 
(Received 6 p. m.) 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff: 

COLONEL: If the river is to be left open the enemy can cross two or 
three at a time and concentrate in the woods quite alittle force. I find 
on my return something like thirty or forty over in rear. It will require 
larger guard at telegraph station, Darnestown. My regimental property 
will be much exposed. 

Respectfully, 
JNO. M. WAITE, 
Major, ke. 


Hpg@rs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGLON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
Washington, D. C., August 26, 1864. 
Col. H. M. LAZELLF, 
Commanding Cavalry Brigade: 

COLONEL: The major-general conmanding desires that you prepare 
your regiment, the Sixteenth New York Cavalry, for active service, with 
as little delay as practicable. You will be expected to scout, in conjune- 
tion with the Eighth Dlinois Cavalry, in the direction of Upperville. 
Please inform these headquarters when your people will be ready. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HEADQUARTERS SrxtH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 180, ) August 26, 1864. 


5. Pursuant with instructions received from headquarters Middle 
Military Division, directing Brig. Gen. D. D. Bidwell to remain on duty 
with this corps, he is hereby assigned to the command of the Third 
Brigade, Second Division. 

By command of Major-General Wright: 

C. H. WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Halltown, Va., August 26, 1864—2 p.m. 
Byt. Maj. Gen. GRorRGE CROOK, 
Commanding Army of West Virginia: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you make a 
strong reconnaissance in your front at 4 p.m. to-day with one division 
of your army. The general also instructs me to say that he will visit 
your headquarters in the course of an hour. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS, W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


P, S.—The reconnaissance should be made on the left of your line. 
JAS, W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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McCLELLAN’S Looxour, Angust 26, 1864. 
(Received 12.45 p. m.) 
Lient. Col. J. W. Forsyru: 


Lieutenant Hall reports that he can see no rebels in Shepherdstown 
cpa Our cavalry left Sharpsburg at 11 a. m., on the road to Harper’s 
“erry. 
ELLIS, 
Tieutenant. 


{Indorsement.] 


tespectfully referred to Brigadier-General Torbert. 
This cavalry must be Custer’s brigade. Where did you order it ? 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, 


THEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CoRPs, 
August 26, 1864—06 «om. 
General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Division: 

GENERAL: Have you heard anything of General Custer and brigade 
and First New York? What news trom the reconnaissance you were 
directed to send toward Shepherdstown this morning on the road we 
came yesterday? General Sheridan is anxious to know whether their 
infantry are where we left them near the brick church. 

Yours, &c., 
A. T. A, TORBERT, 
brigadier-General of Volunteers, 


AUGUST 26, 1864—7.05 p. in. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, _ 
Commanding Division: 

GENERAL: No report whatever has been sent from these headquar- 
ters, as everything was quiet and is quiet. Not a single shot has been 
tired to day by my pickets. My line extends from the river to the right 
of Colonel Gibbs, well connecting with him. 1 would have sent, as 
usual, the report of the picket, even when nothing occurred, but I was 
inspecting the line myself and it kept me nearly all day out of camp. 


Very respectfully, yours, 
DI CESNOLA, 


Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Near Halltown, August 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General CUSTER, 
Commanding First Brigade: 
GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs that you move your brigade 
and the First New York Dragoons (as soon as General Wilson’s divis- 
ion arrives at Shepherdstown Ford) to Antietam Ford, or to a good 
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position in the vicinity of the mouth of Antietam Creek. Report your 
arrival to Geuerals Sheridan, Merritt, and these headquarters. General 
Merritt is for the present on the right of the infantry. The brigadier- 
general commanding also desires me to extend his congratulations to 
you in getting your command across the river. 
Very respectfully, 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief’_of Staff. 


(Copy to General Merritt.) 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, 
August 26, 1864—3 p.m. 
yeneral TORBERT, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 

GENERAL: I have- the honor to report the arrival at this point 
(Antietam Creek) of my command. I had a severe engagement with 
the enemy yesterday near Shepherdstown. The enemy attempted to 
cut meoff from the fords, but were unsuccessful. My command crossed 
at Boteler’s Ford in as good order as if marching from parade; I did 
not see a single straggler. The enemy made desperate efforts to cap- 
ture Ransom’s guns, but were foiled. My loss is quite small, considering 
the circumstances. ~ 

Very respectfully, 
G. A. CUSTER, 
Brigadier-General, 


Please send this to General Merritt. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Boonsborough, August 26, 1804—5.20 p.m. 
Brigadier-General CUSTER, 
Antietam Ford: 

GENERAL: I have received an order, a copy of which I sent you 
several hours ago, directing me to hold the Shepherdstown fords, but 
since then I have heard through the Fifth New York that Averell had 
not succeeded in preventing the rebels crossing at Williamsport, and 
had fallen back with the view of fighting at Hagerstown. In view of 
these facts I have thought it best not to go to Shepherdstown, but to 
hold myself in readiness to support Averell by marching rapidly to 
Hagerstown and forming a junction with him. [have sent through an 
officer to communicate with him, and directed the Fifth New York to 
watch the fords. If the enemy has already crossed, the first thing is 
to whip him, and if we all go at him together Lee hasi’t got cavalry 
enough in this portion of the country to withstand us. I hope you got. 
off yesterday evening without any serious loss. ' 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD Division, CAVALRY Corps, 
; August 26, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ForsyTH, 
Chief of Staff, Headquarters Middle Military Division : 
CoLONEL: IJ am still at Boonsborough waiting to hear from Averell; 
nothing new from him since my last dispatch. Colonel Hammond, 
with the Fifth New York Cavalry, is watching the fords about Shep- 
herdstown. I shall not move from here until J hear from Averell or re- 
ceive positive instructions from General Torbert. General Custeris at 
Antietam Furnace, and | hear that his horses are in a wretched condition 
and his command without forage. I shall communicate to you import- 
ant information received. Have sent an officer to Averell and expect 
him back. There seem to be no indications of an attempt on the part 
of the enemy to cross this side of Williamsport. I shall act as circum- 
stances may seem to indicate would be best. The trains have gone to 
Harper’s Ferry. 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier -General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD D1VISION CAVALRY, 
Boonsborough, August 26, 1861—4 p.m. 
Brigadier-General TORBERT, 
Chief of Cavalry: 

GENERAL: Your order to hold the Shepherdstown fords was received 
less than an hour ago. Since it came I have received word through 
the Fitth New York, and it from one of Averell’s officers, that the enemy 
had succeeded in crossing cavalry above Williamsport, and that Aver- 
ell intended to fight them near Hagerstown, and have therefore writ- 
ten to Averell saying | would march to him and help him with the job 
of cleaning out Fitz Lee, unless some imperative orders to the contrary 
should be received. I have directed two squadrons to watch the Shep- 
herdstown fords, and will determine my final course by the information 
that I getin the next hour. If they have simply crossed cavalry the 
sooner we dispose of it the sooner can we devote ourselves to watching 
the movement cf the infantry. Come out yourselfif possible. I'll send 
my trains to Frederick, it being nearer and on better roads. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
brigadier- General. 


JIRCULAR. | Hpors. THIRD DIVIStON, CAVALRY Corrs, 
August 206, 1864. 

Brigade commanders will immediately supply their commands with 
rations and forage from the division supply trains, as much as can be 
carried on the horses without unnecessarily overloading them; and will 
be ready to move as soon as possible, reporting when their commands 
are in readiness. It is desirable that no time shall be unnecessarily 
lost. The trains, with the exception of six wagon-loads of ammunition— 
four of Spencer and two of Sharps—will return to the vicinity of Har- 
per’s Ferry and there await further orders. 

By command of Brigadier-Genera] Wilson: 


L. SIEBERT, 
. Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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General McIntosh will take the forage and subsistence for the Fifth 
New York Cavalry in wagons, and send the wagons back as soon as 
empty. ? 

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 

L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


JIRCULAR. | Hpgrs, THIRD DIVISion, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 26, 1864, 
The command will be saddled up at 4.30 a. m. to-morrow and ready 
for any instant emergency that may arise. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


HEADQUARTERS MibDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 26, 1864—morning. 
General STEVENSON: 

I sent last night a division of cavalry to Rohrersville or vicinity. 
Custer is at Sharpsburg, having crossed at Shepherdstewn. Where 
have you the dismounted cavalry, and have you sufficient men in Fort 
Dunean and on Maryland Heights? 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HBADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Halltown, W. Va, August 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. N. DUFFIE, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to inform 
you that instead of proceeding to Cumberland, Md., with your com- 
mand as directed by paragraph 2, Special Orders 154, current series, 
from these headquarters, you will collect it together at Harper’s Ferry 
and remain there for the present. 

T am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. G. BIER, 
cLssistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpars. MIntraky Disrricr or HARPER'S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, August 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General DUFFIE: . 
The general commanding orders that you do not move until further 
orders, but remain as at present disposed, or if you have moved to 
return to your position. 
JOUN D, STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- General. 
Commanding officer at Point of Rocks will send this (the foregoing 
dispatch) by express courier to General Duffié if he has moved. 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Halltown, August 26, 1864—12 noon, 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division :: 

GENERAL: Ifthe enemy’s cavalry cross at Williamsport, Wilson and 
yourself had better unite; Wilson is at one of the lower crossings of 
Antietam. You would then be strong enough to take care of the 
enemy’s cavalry until L could get Merritt’s division with you. I will 
send it as soon as I learn they are crossing, and I will depend on infor- 
mation from you. All quiet here. 

Very respectfully, 
P. H, SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY Division, 
Halltown, August 26, 1864—11.40 p. m. 
Brig. Gen, W. W. AVERELL, Commanding Cavalry Division : 
GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
inform you that all your dispatches* of to-day have been received, and 
that he is exceedingly obliged to you for the promptitude with which 
you have forwarded him information. Fitz Lee and Breckinridge’s 
forces are between Shepherdstown and Charlestown; the general thinks 
of the two, nearer the latter place. General Sheridan does not think 
that the cavalry (enemy’s) will cross, but wants you to watch all the fords 
well, and if they do cross forward him early information. General 
Wilson when last heard from was at or near Boonsborough; he has been 
directed to act in concert with you, and in case Lee crosses General 
Sheridan wants you to fight him and clean him out. In case of neces- 
sity, Merritt’s division will be sent over to assist you. 
Mudwall Jackson’s command was crushed at Shepherdstown to-day. 
Respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, We. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISLON, 
Boonsborough, | Md.,| August 26, 1864—4 p.m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, Hagerstown : 

GENERAL: I’ve just received orders from General Torbert directing 
me to move to vicinity of Sharpsburg. and hold the Shepherdstown 
fords; the same order directs Custer to hold Antietam Ford, and also 
that I shall communicate this order to you. I have further heard, how- 
ever, through the Fifth New York Cavalry, of my command, now at 
Keedysville, that the enemy had finally succeeded in crossing above 
Williamsport, and that you expected to fight him near Hagerstown. It 
this be the case we should concentrate and clean out Fitzhugh Lee and 
then look to observing the movements of other forces. I can march 
from here by 5). m. Am now issuing forage and rations. Please say 
the word and I’ll come to you, unless other imperative orders should be 
received. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


“4 Not found, 
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GREENCASTLE, August 26, 1864—7.05 p.m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 
The signal officer on North Mountain reports that a force of the 
enemy are moving up the river on the Virginia side from Williamsport. 
A. M. THAYER, 
Lieutenant and Chief Signal Officer, Dept. of the Susquehanna. 


CUMBERLAND, August 26, 1804. 
Captain BorsFrorD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

A detachment of the Eighth Ohio Cavalry, seventy strong, on picket 
at Huttonsville were surprised and captured on the morning of the 24th; 
the nen were paroled; horses, equipments, and arms carried off. Jack- 
son’s guerrillas are becoming very bold and troublesome in the western 
part of the State. The 100-days’ men have nearly all returned to their 
homes. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 
(Forwarded to Major-General Sheridan.) 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Halltown, August 26, 1864—10.20 p.m. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Commanding, Cumberland, Md. : 

Your dispatch informing Brevet Major-General Crook of the capture 
of seventy men of the Kighth Ohio Cavalry, &c., has been referred to 
these headquarters. I am instructed by the major-general commanding 
to say that the officer in command of this party should be immediately 
arrested, charges preferred, and tried for allowing this unnecessary 
capture of his command. 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 26, 1864. 
(Received 11.10 a. in.) 
Brevet Major-General KELLEY: 

It has been reported to General Halleck that you have detained 
some regiments of Ohio National Guard after the expiration of their 
time, causing dissatisfaction in Ohio. He directs that you send them 
home at once to be mustered out. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Crook: 

P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HANCOCK, August 26, 1864, 
(Received 8.05 p. m. 
Maj. Gen, B. Ff, KELLEY: 
I have just seen some soldiers from Back Creek, who left there this 
a.m. on a scout to McCoy’s Ferry; when near the ferry they ran into 
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about 200 rebels; they then fell back via Indiau Springs ; there met 
their lieutenant, commanding at Back Creek, who reports, aS near as 
could be ascertained, about 6,000 rebels (cavalry, with artillery) mov- 
ing this way on the Cherry Run road; they evacuated Back Creek 
about noon. Also received information from Fairview that the rebels 
were crossing into Maryland, at Williamsport and other places. I will 
report again when I get anything reliable. 
EJ. C. HULL, 
Operator. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cumberland, August 26, 1864. 
Capt. DANIEL SHEETS, 
Commanding Sixth West Virginia Cavalry: 

The general commanding directs that you send a scout, to consist of 
fifty men, via Patterson’s Creek, Sheets’ Mill, and Mechanics[burg] Gap, 
to Romney, returning via Springfield to camp. A prempt report of this, 
as well as all expeditions of like character in the future, is requested. 

Tam, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. FREEMAN, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HpgRks. THIRD SEPARATE BRIG., HIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
Baltimore, Md., August 26, 1804. 


Lieut. Col. 8. B. LAWRENCE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Highth Army Corps, Baltimore, Md. : 

CoLONEL: In reply to yours of this day, asking for a report of my 
observations during my recent tour on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
J have the honor to report that I visited all the coast of Somerset and 
Worcester Counties and all the troops there stationed, including those 
at Salisbury. I supplied the posts, which I regarded as eagerly filled, 
particularly those on the Pocomoke Sound. I found the people consid- 
erably alarmed, but- greatly relieved by the arrival of troops and the 
steps taken for their safety. The recent disturbances in that vicinity 
were not of the magnitude stated, and there need not now be any appre- 
hension of a repetition. I am of the opinion that the cavalry company 
of Captain Smith should be replaced by one more strange to the people. 
I would mention here that the two men of this company who were cap- 
tured and reported either murdered or drowned have, I am informed, 
turned up at Hastville, Va. I also report that I took measures for the 
security of the islands of the Chesapeake off these counties, which 
apprehended a raid with a view to conscription, and that [am sure no 
such insane project will now be attempted. I could not hear anything 
to confirm the report of there being a considerable number of rebels in 
Talbot County, but was not able to go there because of being detained 
by repeated storms. I propose, however, doing so in a day or so, if it 
be deemed judicious; if not, of dispatching a staff officer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY H. LOCKWOOD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 
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CHAMBERSBURG, August 26, 1804. 
(Received 7.20 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Stuff: 

Enemy have withdrawn their artillery from opposite Williamsport. 
Our forces hold the fords. Early reported with his main body near 
Shepherdstown. 

D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, q HbdqQrs. DEPL. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
No. 198. ) Chambersburg, Pa., August 26, 156i. 


1. Maj. Gen. George Cadwalader, U. S. Volunteers, military com- 
mander, Philadelphia, Pa., will proceed without delay to Bloomsburg, 
Pa., and assume command of the U.S. troops in Columbia County. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Couch: 

JNO. S. SCHULTZE, 
Major and Assistunt Adjutant- Teneral. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Chambersburg, Pa., August 26, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 
Loudon Gap: 

Sir: There will be a force of our cavalry at MeCounellsburg this 
wfternoon. Make arrangements with the commanding officer there to 
keep you informed should the enemy enter the valley of McConnells- 
burg. We also have cavalry at Mercersburg. It will be well during 
the present excitement to have a lieutenant with fifteen men at the 
lower fort in the direction of Loudon, to be ready to stop up road upon 
positive information that the rebels are approaching the mountain. 
You will keep your men well in hand and allow no more straggling and 
thieving from the poor people down the mountain. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Harrisburg, Pa., August 26, 1864. 
sapt. WILLIAM BURGESS, Loudon: 

CAPTAIN: The commanding general directs me to inform you that 
the enemy are in large force on the south bank of the Potomac, their 
line extending from Shepherdstown to Clear Spring, and requests that 
you get your company together and be in readiness to assist Captain 
Walker in Path Valley, or the troops on the road leading from Loudon 
to McConnellsburg, to resist their advance should they cross and move 
in in that direction. A small force, properly disposed of in those 
mountain roads, may be the means of keeping a considerable force ot 
the enemy back and cause them much annoyance. 

Lain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. SCHULTZE, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Chambersburg, Pa. August 26, 1864. 
Major Szinx, eeot: 
Comdg. Battalion (100-days’) Pennsylvania Volunteers : 

MAJsor: The commanding general directs that you station a picket 
of twenty men at Turkey Foot, on the Warm Springs road, whose duty 
it will be to see that no suspicious persons pass, aud that no one except- 
ing those able to give an account of themselves {be allowed| to come 
into town. The officers in charge must be vigilant and active. I will 
send you a mounted man who will go with the party and carry any 
information of importance to these headquarters. 

1am, major, very respecttully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. SCHULTZE, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Chambersburg, Pa., August 26, 1804. 
Capt. SAMUEL WALKER: 

CAPTAIN: The commanding general requests that you get your com- 
pany together, and with axes and rifles proceed to defend the roads 
through the gap between Fannettsburg and Burnt Cabins. You must 
also have pickets at Loudon and be in readiness when they inform 
you of the approach of the enemy to have the roads above mentioned 
made inaccessible by felling trees and other obstructions, and thus 
defend the same by bushwhacking, We. There is no enemy reported 
north of the Potomac yet, but there is no doubt about there being a 
large force on the south side, and it will be well for the Government 
and yourself to be in readiness to meet any advance they might make 
in your direction. Please state by the bearer what action you intend 
taking and the probable success. 

Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8S. SCHULTZE, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-Gencral. 


MERCERSBURG, /Lugust 26, 1864. 
Major-General COUCH: 
There is a point on the Valley road from Clear Spring to this place 
that could be easily blockaded so that 100 men, well posted, could beat 


back 1,000. 
JAMES O. CARSON, 


PITTSBURG, August 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS A. ROWLEY, 
Commanding District of the Monongahela : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to furnish you with the following 
report: a Sh ; b 

Agreeably with orders I left this city on Saturday morning, the 20th 
instant, for the purpose of visiting Erie, in this State, and other points 
on the Lake and Canadian shore, to ascertain the facts connected with 
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apprehended disturbances on the Canadian line. Robert Taggert hav- 
ing been placed under my directions, I sent him to Cleveland for the 
same object. On arriving in Erie I presented a letter to one of the 
leading citizens, to whom I communicated my mission. I was kindly 
introduced to other prominent persons, and was offered assistance and 
co-operation. Froin these interviews I ascertained that no trouble was 
really anticipated in that quarter, although such was not impossible. 
I got a good knowledge of the harbor; as there is but one entrance 
it could be easily defeuded from marine invasion. Erie being the port 
of the Michigan, the only Government vessel on the lake, an attempt 
to capture her might be made, but she was at Johnson’s Island and 
fully prepared for any such attack. Many Canadians were coming 
over seeking work, but though this occasioned suspicion it was capable 
of easy explanation, labor commanding a higher price in the States 
than in Canada. I was informed that considerable smuggling is car- 
ried on between the two shores by fishing vessels. During the former 
draft many enrolled men crossed the lake at this point and tarried in 
Canada till their personal apprehension subsided. The provost-mar- 
shal of the district has made his headquarters at Waterford, a little 
town about fifteen miles distant. The people complained of the incon- 
venience thus occasioned, and I was requested to lay the matter before 
you, and if possible have his office removed to Irie. I made inquiries 
as to the means of defense in Erie, and ascertained that there are six 
heavy guns belonging to the Michigan in the Government warehouse 
which are on trucks; these could be placed on the wharf, and, if needed, 
do effective service; there is plenty of shot, but no powder; there are 
also two 6-pounder brass pieces in the town. A Mr. William Lutz, who 
has been a first lieutenant of artillery, and was discharged on account 
of wounds, is anxious to have a company of artillery under his control; 
he might be a careful person if such an organization was deemed 
advisable... I remained at Erie two days, and on being informed that 
the provost-marshal at Buffalo had taken measures to investigate the 
extent of the rumored danger, I deemed it advisable to proceed thither 
and consult with him, Mr, Taggert reported to me that all was quiet 
at Cleveland; but as he had obtained information from the authorities 
there that the consul at Toronto had advised them to look out for a 
suspicious person who had left that city, I directed him to proceed to 
the Clifton House, Canada, and try and obtain some clue to the indi- 
vidual. 

On arriving at Buffalo I called upon the provost-marshal, who brought 
me in communication with an officer who had been appointed for the 
purpose of investigating affairs connected with the rumored troubles 
in that locality. He gave me a statement of what he knew. He had 
intercepted letters which indicated the holding of meetings for the pur- 
pose of forming secret organizations, &c. He had detectives at differ- 
ent places who informed him that there are a number of rebel officers 
in Canada who alleged they were there under orders. In all cases these 
were educated, reticent, and shrewd men. They held secret meetings, 
but admitted no Canadians to their deliberations, excluding even those 
who expressed sympathy and friendship. Many of these wore the rebel 
uniforms, and were not mere conyalescents as some supposed. The 
provost-marshal had been unable to detect any alarming organization. 
He did not fear any trouble unless it might be from a few hundred bold 
men who would seize a vessel in the night, cross the river, burn the 
city, and then scatter. He said the Canadians would not permit any 
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open act of hostile organization. It was believed that a demonstration 
was to have been made some time ago for the purpose of drawing our 
available forces to that quarter in order to enable raiding parties to 
invade Pennsylvania in the absence of our troops. 1 was assured that 
if any information of importance could be obtained the facts would be 
immediately communicated tome. Lwent from Buffalo to Niagara Falls 
(having previously dispatched Mr, Taggert home); J remained but one 
day and a half, spending much of the time at the Clifton House, where 
disloyalty is outspoken. I paid attention to conversations, but learned 
nothing to exeite suspicion of overt acts of invasion. I then deter- 
mined to proceed to Cleveland in a steamer in order to glean what in- 
formation I could from Canadians and cthers who I ascertained were 
going over in the boateon their journey to the Chicago Convention. As 
I did not wear my uniform there was much said in my presence during 
the voyage that otherwise would probably not have been spoken. I 
was surprised and pained to hear the sentiments of many of the persons 
on board; the vindictive expressions of these men against the admin- 
istration of the Government was mortifying to a lover of his country, 
and how much more so to the ears of an officer in its service. Open 
treason we can repel with force, but the malignity of men who traduce 
and do all in their power to weaken faith in the Government, and yet 
profess to be loyal, is hard to be borne with in silence. I fear we will 
have some trouble with rebel sympathizers before the coming winter. 
At Cleveland I could hear nothing of importance, and so returned 
immediately to this city, arriving last evening at 9 o’clock. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. HARPER, 
First Lieut. and Special Aide-de-Camp, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
August 26, 1864. 
Governor BROUGH, 
Columbus : 
The following telegram from General Sheridan will satisfy you that 
there is no ground of complaint by your volunteers: 


General Crook was directed some days ago to have all the 100-days’ men in his 
department sent home to be mustered out; it shall be attended to at once. 


The troops are probably now, or soon will be, on the way. 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WaAk DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., August 26, 1864—11.50 a.m. 


Governor BROUGH, 
Columbus, Ohio: 
General Sheridan has been directed to discharge all men whose term 
has expired. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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HALuLtrown, W. VA., August 27, 1864—2.30 p.m. 
(Received 28th.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

The enemy fell back from my front last night, taking position at 
Smithfield and Leetown. Their demonstrations to cross the river up 
toward Williamsport so far are feints. It is more than probable that 
your theory about drawing them back will prove itself correct. I will 
watch closely. I captured 101 prisoners yesterday. Since Kershaw 
came into the Valley I have captured nearly 500 of his men. 

P, H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


[AuGuST 27, 1864.—For Sheridan to Halleck, reporting operations, 
&c., see p. 21.] 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 27, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 

There is a considerable panic in West Virginia from apprehended 
rebel raids to destroy the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad while Karly is 
holding you in check at Harper’s Ferry. We Lave no troops to send 
to that department, and must leave its protection entirely to your 
forces. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HALLTrown, W. VA., August 27, 1864—6 p.m. 
(Received 8.10 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

I have dismounted the few remaining mounted men of General 
Duffie’s division and will send them to Cumberland to quiet the fears 
of the people there. No rebels have crossed the river. McCausland 
and Jackson are here and all the cavalry. The force which Fitz Lee 
had in vicinity of Williamsport fell back to Martinsburg last night, 
and the whole rebel army fell back to Smithfield and Leetown. They 
must cross the river or leave the Valley; the indications are that it 
will be the latter, 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W, VA., August 27, 1864—9 p.m. 
(Received 9.30 p. 1.) 
Hon, Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
I suppose you are fully advised through General Sheridin of the 
present status. The enemy left our front last night and went in the 
direction of Bunker Hill, He has drawn in all his detachments, and is 
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thought to be concentrating at Smithfield to-night. Whether this -is 
preparatory to a movement up the Valley or into Pennsylvania is 
uncertain, but indications are of the former. His cavalry is withdrawn 
from the fords. Sheridan’s cavalry is watching the enemy closely. 
The infantry have not as yet broken camp, but will probably be put im 
motion to-morrow. Twelve hours will certainly disclose the purpose of 
the enemy. 
N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


CIRCULAR.| HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILiTarRy Drtvisron, 
Halltown, Va., August 27, 1864—7.30 p.m. 
Corps and other independent commanders will have their commands 
in readiness to move at daylight to-morrow. The following will be the 
allowance of transportation; one wagon and one spring-wagon for 
corps, division, and brigade headquarters; the ammunition trains and 
ambulances, and also medical supply wagons; necessary transportation 
for intrenching tools. All other wagons and vehicles will be parked 
inside the fortifications at Bolivar Heights to await further orders 
from these headquarters. The men will be supplied with three days’ 
rations, which will be required to last four days. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 27, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that reports, well authenticated, 
were brought in at an early hour this morning to the effect that a force 
of the enemy numbering about 100 were occupying the country in our 
immediate vicinity, having been seen yesterday immediately east of 
Fairfax Court-House, and this morning between this point and Vienna. 
Mosby, with a few men, was reported as having been seen to-day in 
Fairfax Court-House. Under these circumstances, and as the immedi- 
ate neighborhood and the country from fifteen to twenty miles in our 
front is reported as overrun by small parties, I sent Major Horton, with 
about 220 men, all that could be sent of the Sixteenth New York, 
including one company from Annandale, to make a thorough exami- 
nation of the country between here and Goose Creek and beyond, as far 
as consistent with success. Mosby, in his attack on Annandale, had 
with him 350 men, as is reported by a daughter of Yankee Davis and 
the lady who went with her with a letter concerning Doctor Boyle to- 
day to your headquarters. One of them counted them, she reports, as 
he passed their house. ' 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Siateenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 
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IHLBADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Halltown, W. Va., August 27, 1864. 
Brevet Major-General Emory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps: 

General Crook has pushed out his skirmish line to nearly where the 
enemy’s guns were yesterday; push forward yours, with supports, and 
find if the enemy have withdrawn their skirmish line in your front. 

P.-L. SHERIDAN; 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Boonsborough, August 27, 1864—3 a.m. 


Lieutenant-Colonel FoRSYTH, 
Chief of Staff: 

CoLONEL: Lieutenant Noyes, ot my staff, has just returned from 
Averell, at Hagerstown, and reports that up to dusk last night no 
rebels had crossed the river anywhere. I send you a note* from 
A[verell] dated 6.40 p.m. Noyes came back by Sharpsburg. Colonel 
Hammond, at midnight, reported all quiet at Shepherdstown. Noyes 
saw him and says there are no indications of a crossing by the rebels. 
The fords are strongly watched, and any attempt would be vigorously 
met. I shall move at daylight and in accordance with previous instruc- 
tions, having heard nothing trom you or General Torbert since yester- 
day morning. Theriver had raised six inches last night; it has raised 
a good deal here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CoRPs, 
On Hagerstown Pike, near Mercersvilie, August 27, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ForsyTH, 
Chief of Staff, General Sheridan: 

A company of infantry has just passed here belonging to the Thirty- 
fourth Ohio, of which the commanding officer reports that he was eut 
off at the Back Creek bridge the day before yesterday by a force of 
rebel cavalry about 400 in number. He states that in order to prevent 
the capture of himself and company he crossed the Potomac and is now 
returning to his command at Harper’s Ferry. He says the bridge was 
burnt about half an hour after he had left. I have just received a note 
from General Averell, dated 1 p. 1., in which he Says the enemy’s cav- 
alry has withdrawn from the river at Williamsport and above; that a 
detachment of his crossed at Dam No. 5 last night, discovering indica- 
tious of aretreat. Breckinridge’s corps moved yesterday at 2 p. 1. to 

sig Spring, beyond Martinsburg, covered, he thinks, by Fitz Lee’s 
cavalry. The general further says that he has sent a reconnoitering 
party in the direction of Martinsburg to find the enemy. TI shall start 
similar parties at once. 
Very respectfully, 
J. H. WILSON, 
srigadier-General, Commanding. 


*Not found, 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIvistron, 
On Hagerstown Pike, near Mercerville, 
1 August 27, 1864—8.45 p.m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ForsytH, 
Chief of Staff, General Sheridan, Harper's Ferry : 

General Torbert passed by here to Hagerstown an hour ago. My 
division is here; Custer near Shepherdstown. No indications of move- 
ments by the enemy. As soon as my signal station is established shall 
communicate often. 

Very respectfully, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HIEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MiInirary DIvIsron, 
Halltown, Va., August 27, 1864—5.30 p.m. 


Brig. Gen. J. H. WILson, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: General Torbert went over to see you to-day. The enemy 
last night concentrated at Smithfield and Leetown, those in my front 
falling back to Smithfield; or to some point between it and Charlestown. 
Fitz Lee’s cavalry tell back toward Martinsburg and to a point twelve 
miles from Williamsport. The indications are that they will fall back 
perhaps out of the Valley. The enemy this evening advanced a skir- 
mish line toward Charlestown. I want you back here as soon as things 
are a little more developed. Tell Torbert to order back Custer. The 
enemy have either to cross the river or quit the Valley, leaving a mini- 
mum force to oppose me. The indications are that their projected cam- 
paign is a failure. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Halltown, Va., August 27, 1864—6 p.m. 


Brig. Gen. J. H. WILSon, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: The indications are that the rebel army is falling back to 
leave the Valley. I want you to move your command to the Shepherds- 
town Ford at once, and if my information is correct you will get orders 
to join me quickly, crossing at that ford. If General Torbert is with 
you show him this. I will order Averell by Martinsburg. 


Very respectfully, By : 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Three Miles north of Sharpsburg, August 27, 1864—11 p.m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Military Division: 
GENERAL: Your dispatch of 6 p.m. is just received. I will move 
down to Shepherdstown at 4.20 a.m. Have sent the dispatch to Tor- 
pert at Hagerstown. The indications of a retreat are the same all 
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along the river, A man from my command, taken prisoner at Reams’ 
Station, has just come in; left Wickham’s command at Hainestown 
|Hainesville] yesterday. The defense, or rather show of it, at Williams- 
port prevented an attempt at crossing. He says nothing of their giv- 
ing up the design of invasion, but thinks they are a little uncertain. 
He says they have two divisions of Longstreet’s corps, Pickett’s and 
Kershaw’s, beyond any doubt. Fitzhugh Lee commands all the cavalry. 
Lomax relieved Bradley Johnson in command of the Valley cavalry, and 
that two divisions of Tennessee and Georgia cavalry are with them, 
one of them under Morgan. Supposed that Averell had sent in this 
information. I have sent scouts over the river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


ORDERS.| HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 27, 18604—11.45 p.m. 
The command will move at precisely 4 a. m. August 28 to Shepherds- 
town, in the following order: first, MeIntosh’s brigade, with Fitzhugh’s 
battery; second, ambulances, ammunition train; third, Chapman’s bri- 
gade, with Pennington’s battery. 
All pickets will be drawn in at daylight or in sufficient time to join 
the column while crossing. 
General McIntosh will move without further notice at precisely the 
hour indicated. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


TIEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Boonsborough, August 27, 1864—3.30 a.m. 
Brigadier-General McINTosH, Commanding First Brigade: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant Noyes has just returned from Hagerstown 
via Sharpsburg. No rebels of any kind had crossed to the north side 
of Potomac up to dark, but they were making strong movements look- 
ing to that step. Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry, 8,000 strong, were at Har- 
risville [Hainesville] (I don’t know where that is) last night. Please 
order Haminond to move his entire regiment to the fords at Shepherds- 
town at once, and send another regiment to his assistance without 
delay. The balance of the command will hold on here till further 
orders. 

J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 27, 1864. 
General McINTOSH, Commanding First Brigade: 


GENERAL: The following dispatch from General Averell, just. re- 
ceived, is furnished for your information: 


GENERAL: Your note just received. Knemy’s cavalry has been withdrawn from 
the river at W illiamsport and above. A detachment of mine crossed at Dam 5 last 
night, and reconnoitered the enemy’s left flank and rear, discovering indications of 
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a retreat. Breckinridge’s corps moved at 2 p. m. yesterday to Big Spring, beyond 
Martinsburg. [itz Lee’s cavalry is, I think, covering the retreat of the infan- 
try. Saint James is still, I think, the best place for you to-night, as from that point 
you can reach any ford below Williamsport by direct route. I have sent reconnoi- 
tering party in direction of Martinsburg to find the enemy. : 

The general desires that you send small scouting parties across the 
river to-night to find out what the enemy are doing and where they are. 
He directs that your pickets connect with those of Averell on your 
right and with Custer’s on your left; that you send patrolling and 
reconnoitering parties up to Dam No. 4, and keep a constant and wateh- 
ful eye on all the fords on your front. 

Trema‘n, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 27, 1864—11.30 p.m. 
Brigadier-General McInTosuH, 
Commanding First Division: 

Information from General Sheridan is that the enemy has fallen back. 
Please communicate with your regiment at the river, and have scout- 
ing parties sent at once. We are ordered to Shepherdstown, and shall 
move very early. 

J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Halltown, Va., August 27, 1864—7 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: The indications are that the rebel army are about leaving 
the Valley. As soon as you find such to be the case, join me via Mar- 
tinsburg. I will follow them. General Wilson has been ordered to 
Shepherdstown Ford to join me, crossing there when my information 
is confirmed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


OUMBERLAND, August 27, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL: 

GENERAL: Yours per Colonel Moore was duly received. I regret 1 
cannot comply with your request in regard to relieving the Highth Ohio 
betore the arrival of troops to take their place. The picket at Huttons- 
ville, seventy strong, was surprised and captured on Wednesday morn- 
ing last, which has produced great excitement and alarm in that part 
of the State. As soon as troops arrive I will relieve the detachment 
and send it forward at once. Please send up a courier daily to Han- 
cock and keep me advised of the movements of the enemy. Telegraph 
line working to Hancock, 

In haste, I am, yours, We, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 
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CUMBERLAND, August 27, 1864. 
Capt. P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutunt-General : 

I did not receive General Crook’s order to send the Ohio National 
Guard home till 23d instant, since which time troops have been sent 
forward as fast as transportation could be furnished. They have all 
gone except one regiment, which is guarding the railroad between here 
and Back Creek. This regiment will be sent as soon as cars can be 
had. When this regiment leaves the railroad will be entirely without 
guard below here. Trains to Hancock will have to be discontinued for 
fear of capture. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


HANCOCK, August 27, 1864. 
(Received 7.40 a. m.) 
General KELLEY: 

Information received this a.m. The rebels are picketing strong from 
Four Locks to Williamsport, with artillery at Williamsport. Informa- 
tion also received that General Sheridan bas fallen back to Harper’s 
Ferry and the rebels are fortifying at Halltown. I received further 
information that Back Creek bridgeis not burned. If you think it advis- 
able, I will proceed carefully down and ascertain the true state of things; 
if not, to take the train further than Cherry un, and from there send a 
scouting party.’ Please answer. 

P. BR. PETRER; 
Captain. 


CUMBERLAND, August 27, 1864. 
Captain PETRIE, 


Hancock : } 

You can send a scout down on hand car, but do not run an engine 
below Hancock till we can learn more of the movements of the enemy. 
Send a messenger by turnpike to General Avereil and give him all the 
information you have, and ask him to give me the latest he has. His 
headquarters is between Hagerstown and Sharpsburg. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


7 Hancock, August 27, 1864, 
General KELLEY: 
Scout just returned from Back Creck bridge. All safe; no enemy 
to be heard of. Guards ran off to Hagerstown, 
| ea Saal al fd Ma Fal WI 
Captain, 


TIRADQUARTERN, 
Cumberland, August 27, 1864 
Col. ©. MARKER: 
Permit me, through this medium, of expressing to the officers and 
men of the One hundred and fifty-sixth Ohio National Guard my heart- 
felt thanks for the earnest and devoted co-operation | have always 
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received trom them during the time they were attached to my command. 
Called out in a time of our country’s great need, their alacrity in volun- 
teering has been well sustained by the fine name they have so nobly 
won during their term of service. During the recent attack on this 
place by the combined forces of Generals McCausland and Bradley T. 
Johnson it was my pleasure to witness the steady line your regiment 
maintained under a heavy fire, as also the accuracy with which they 
returned the shots of the enemy’s sharpshooters. Knowing as I do, 
colonel, the great representative farming interest in your regiment, I 
can well realize with what self-sacrificing devotion it so readily and 
earnestly responded to the call of your noble executive, and I feel 
that as soon as possible many members of your regiment will again be 
in the service battling for the Union and its flag. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


CHAMBERSBURG, PaA., August 27, 1864. 
(Received 1.15 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

My signal officers reports all quiet at and above Williamsport this 
morning. The enemy can be seen only at one point, opposite Cherry 
Run on the Virginia side, and in small foree, 

D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


GREENCASTLE, August 27, 1864, 


Maj. J. S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Iam informed by signal that the force at Cherry Run made a slight 
demonstration this forenoon, but did not get across. I am also 
informed that the enemy are moving toward Hancock. This last 
report the signal officer gets from citizens. He has only seen a small 
force moving up the river and that was last night. 

A. M. THAYER, 
Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


City Potnr, VA., August 28, 1864—2 p.m. 


Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Halltown, Va.: 

If you are so situated as to feel the enemy strongly without com- 
promising the safety of your pesition, | think it advisable to do so, 1 
do not know positively that any troops have returned yet. from the 
Valley, but think you will find the enemy in your immediate front 
weaker than you are. Weare quiet here, the enemy having abandoned 
the idea of driving us from the Weldon road, at least with his present 
ohh U.S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General, 
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WASHINGION, D. C., August 28, 1864—2 p.m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

General Hunter has asked to be relieved from the Department of 
West Virginia. General Crook has been named for the place. Would 
the change meet your wishes? 

id UIE H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., August 28, 1864—8.30 p.m. 
(Received 1.25 a. m. 29th.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Your dispatch of 2). m. relative to the assignment of General Crook 
to the command of the Department of West Virginia received. I have 
the honor to request that General Crook be appointed to that command. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


|AUGUST 28, 1864,—Tor Sheridan to Halleck, reporting operations, 
&c., see p. 22.| 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, August 28, 1864—8 p.m. 
Colonel CHIPMAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 
What news have you to-day ? We have heard nothing. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 


TIARPER’S FERRY, August 28, 1864—10 p.m. 
(Received 10.25 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 

I was at General Sheridan’s tent at sunrise this a. m. He had 
learned nothing definite as to the movement of the enemy at that time. 
The army moved out about 9 this morning and are to-night encamped 
in the vicinity of Charlestown. The cavalry have been feeling of enemy. 
Firing was heard to-day, but I have not been able to learn anything 
from the front. Sent couriers to-night, who will return before morning. 
Can hear of no enemy up or down the river except from operator at 
Muddy Branch, which you have seen. 

IN, B. CHLEMAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. MIDDLE MILITARY Division, 
No. 18. i Near Halltorwn, Va., August 28, 1864, 
1. Lieut. Col. C. Kingsbury, jr., assistant adjutant-general, is tem- 
porarily assigned to duty as assistant adjutant-general, Middle Military 
Division, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 
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2. Surg. James T. Ghiselin, U.S. Army, having reported at these 
headquarters, in compliance with orders from headquarters Armies of 
the United States, is hereby assigned to duty as medical director, 
Middle Military Division, and will relieve Surg. H. W. Owin gs, Second 
Eastern Shore Maryland Volunteers, now acting in that capacity. 
Surgeon Owings, upon being relieved, will report for duty to Brevet 
Major-General Crook, commanding Department of West Virginia. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 

A. F. HAYDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIvIsIon, 
Near Halltown, Va., August 28, 1864. 

The command will move from its present position at 7 a. m. to-day 
in the following order and designated lines of march: 

The Sixth Army Corps will march-across the country until it reaches 
Flowing Spring. The corps will be halted at the spring and there wait 
further orders. 

The command of Brevet Major-General Emory will march via the 
Halltown and Charlestown pike, the command to be halted on reach- 
ing the vicinity of Charlestown and wait further orders. 

The command of Brevet Major-General Crook will march across the 
country to the left of the Halltown and Charlestown pike, and at a 
distance of three-quarters of a mile from the same. On his arrival in 
the vicinity of Charlestown General Crook will halt his command and 
wait further orders. 

The authorized wagons and ambwances with the corps will be guarded 
and controlled by corps commanders, and will follow their respective 
corps. 

Colonel Currie’s brigade, of the Nineteenth Army Corps, will not 
accompany the corps, but the brigade commander will report for orders 
to Brigadier-General Stevenson, commanding District of Harper’s Ferry, 
W. Va. 

By command of Major-General Sheridan : 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, Va., August 28, 1864—7.40 p.m. 
Corps and other independent commanders will have their commands 
in readiness to march at 5 o’clock to-morrow morning. Further special 
instructions will be sent to them during the night. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
¥. C. NEWHALL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CoRPs, 
Washington, D. C., August 25, 1864—8.20 p.m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Middle Division, Harper's Ferry: 
The Eighth Dlinois Cavalry will leave Muddy Branch to-morrow 
morning, to be joined near Aldie by the Sixteenth New York Cavalry, 
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to scout toward Snicker’s Gap, and to carry out orders concerning 
individuals and crops in the vicinity of Middleburg and Upperville. 
Major Fry’s command having been withdrawn from the upper Potomac, 
I have sent this evening all the cavalrymen of your command mounted, 
to guard the river during the absence of Major Waite. As soon as 
he returns they will be sent to join their divisions with you. I have 
lo news to send you. 
C. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Tipers. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 28, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM GAMBLE, 
Commanding Camp Stoneman: 

JOLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you send, 
without delay, all officers and enlisted men in your camp, who are ready 
to take the field, belonging to the Reserve Brigade, the First and Third 
Divisions Cavalry, to report to the officer in charge of the regimental 
camp Eighth Illinois at Muddy Branch. In the event of there being 
no other available officer in your camp you will detach one temporarily 
from the permanent establishment, to return after having turned over 
his men at the camp. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Report time of marching, strength of detachment, and name of com- 
manding officer. The detachment must march this day. 


Hpars. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 28, 1864. 
Maj. Joun M. WAITE, 
Highth I[linois Cavalry, Commanding at Muddy Branch: 
Mason: The major-general commanding directs that you move 
August 29 with your regiment, leaving on the left bank of the river 
only your camp guard and the detachment protecting the telegraph 
station at Darnestown. Your march will be via Aldie, and so timed 
that you will reach that place before 12 m. August 30. At Aldie you 
will meet the Sixteenth New York Cavalry, commanded by Major Hor- 
ton, who will report to you. Assuming command of the two regiments, 


Cnar. LY.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 943 


owners indemnified. Collect all information within reach of the move- 
ments of the enemy and embrace it in your report; any which you may 
regard as of great importance should be sent in by a small party of 
trusted men. Mosby’s headquarters are reported as alternating be- 
tween the houses of Mr. Blackwell and Mr. Turner, near Upperville. 
The above instructions embrace particularly Upperville, Middleburg, 
and their vicinity. On your return it is desired that you come in by 
the way of Falls Church. After the rations you carry for men and 
animals are exhausted, live on the country. Inclosed find memoran- 
duim* for guidance in particular cases. Report departure and effective 
Strength. The necessary instructions have been given Major Horton. 
I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Muppy BRrancn, August 25, 1864—6.50 p.m. 
(Received 9.50 p. mn.) 
Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff: 

COLONEL: Am informed a small squad of the enemy crossed and 
entered Poolesville last night, but lett quickly. Emory will be advised. 
River is open, and, of course, I will be on the alert. Have a squadron 
up the river watching and patrolling the country. Would it not be 
advisable to move my regimental property to Great Falls or vicinity 
if my command is to be absent? 

Respectfully, 
JNO. M. WAITE, 
Major, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 28, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chicf of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that a picket-post near the 
Lewinsville stockade was attacked last night, without loss to us, how- 
ever, as the attack proved unsuccessful. There is nothing of impor- 
tance to mention penne this. pangs ’ 

Very respectt our obedieut servan 
ag Scene RD H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Commanding Brigade. 


Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, : 
Washington, D. C., August 28, 1864, 
Col. H. M. LAZELLE, 
Jommanding Cavalry Brigade: 
CoLonEL: I have the honor to inclose herewith copy of instructionst 
forwarded to Maj. J. M. Waite. Be pleased to give such instructions 
to Major Horton as will meet the requirements of the case. The dura: 


* Not found, t See p. 942, 
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tion of the scout is, of course, indefinite, and Major Horton must be 
instructed that after the supply of rations for man and horse he carries 
with him are exhausted he is to live on the country. 
Very respectfully, colonel, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort MoNnrkox, VA., August 28, 186i—i p.m. 
(Received 11.25 p. 1m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK: 
I have the honor to report the arrival of the One hundred and fourth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers at this post, from Hilton Head. 
T. D. HART, 
TIneutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, Va., August 28, 1864—2 p.m. 
Brevet Major-General Emory, 
Commanding Nineteenth Army Corps : 

GENERAL: Move your corps out on the Summit Point road until you 
arrive at the barricades thrown up on that road by General Crook 
when he occupied that position some time ago. 

Very respectfully, 
>. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CIRCULAR.| Hbagrs. DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY Corps, 
Halltown, Va, August 28, 1864, 

This command will move at 7 a.m. to-day on the Halltown pike 
toward Charlestown in the following order: first, Second Division, 
Nineteenth Army Corps ; second, Reserve Artillery; third, First Divis- 
ion, Nineteenth Army Corps; fourth, wagons authorized. 

General Grover will detail a regiment and a section of artillery as 
advance guard. Colonel Currie’s brigade, First Division, will be 
reported to Brigadier-General Stevenson, commanding District of Har- 
per’s Ferry, by brigade commander. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Emory: 

DUNCAN 8S. WALKER, 
Assistunt Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Halltown, Va,, August 28, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. MERRIY'?, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division : 
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you move 
your command at 5 a.m, to-day across the country from your present 
cunp until you strike the Lectown road in the vicinity of Charlestown, 
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General Merritt will then push strong parties forward to drive the 
enemy’s cavalry on the road from Charlestown to Leetown, and on the 
road from Charlestown to Smnithfield; these reconnaissances to promptly 
report any information they receive of the enemy. 
Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Licutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, W. Va., August 28} 1861—2.15 p.m. 


Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division: 
Wilson has crossed at Shepherdstown Ford; has been directed to 
move on to Leetown and form a junction with you. 
Respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH,® 
Lieutenaunt-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, W. Va., August 28, 1864—6.30 p.m. 


Brig. Gen. W. MERRITT‘, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division, Smithjield : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you 
that General Wilsows command arrived at this point late this p.m. 
without forage, and he has, therefore, been directed to go into camp 
here for to-night. He did not receive the order in time to effect a june- 
tion with you to participate in your operations of to-day. 


Very respectfully, o% 
¥. C. NEWHALL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp, 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MiLIrARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, W, Va., August 28, 1864—9I p, m, 
; ; J ’ L 


Brig. Gen. WESLEY MERRITT, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: Brigadier-General Averell has informed me, through one 
of his scouts, that he expected to be in Martinsburg at 3 p.m. to-day. 
He was then within a mile or two of the place, and it was reported 
unoceupied by the enemy. Send out at early dawn parties in the. 
direction of Bunker Hill, if it is possible for them to get through, and 
ascertain whether or not the enemy’s infantry are moving or have gone 
toward Winchester. General Averell’s scouts say that from all the 
information they could obtain the rebels were moving up the Valley. 
Prompt information from you early in the day may save my infantry 
columns heavy marches. . 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
60 RB R—VOL XLII, PT 1 
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HiADQUARTERS CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, 
August 28, 1864—11.50 a.m. 
Capt. A. KE. Dana, , 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division: 

CAPTAIN: L have possession of Leetown and of the Shepherdstown 
and Winchester pike at that place. About 100 mounted cavalry fled 
at our approach, our boys charging them. It is two miles of the Ope- 
quon. The infantry left here yesterday. A citizen reports quite a 
cavalry force in my front toward Winchester, which he estimates at 
eight regiments. Major Starr has gone toward the Opequon. The 
enemy all went down the pike toward Winchester when we charged. 
They belonged to Bradley Johnson. The infantry went toward Win- 
chester when they left yesterday. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED GIBBS, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Hpers. SECOND BRIGADE, First CAVALRY DIVISLON, 
August 28, 1864. 
Capt. A. E. DANA, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generat: 

Caprain: Captain Hanley, Ninth New York Cavalry, proceeded 
within half a mile of Summit.Station; discovered the enemy’s pickets 
(twenty men) near Widow Grege’s farm and drove them. The citizens 
reported Lomax’s brigade camped near Summit Station. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DI CESNOLA, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


AUGUST 29. 
A reconnaissance has been sent toward Winchester this morning. 
The enemy have withdrawn their pickets this morning. 
D1 CESNOLA. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 28, 1864. 
Colonel CESNOLA: 

I will camp near Middleway (Smithfield) to-night. Withdraw the 
main body of your command on the road you are on and establish your 
picket-line to connect with the Reserve Brigade on your right. A staff 
officer will be out to see your inspector-general. 

W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 


HKADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Shepherdstown Ford, August 28, 1864—6.30 a.m. 
Lieut. Col. J. W. Forsyri, 
Chief of Staff: 
COLONKL: My division is here waiting orders. I sent an officer to 
Torbert, at Hagerstown, last night, whohas just returned. Torbert will 
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be here as soon as he can come through, following the line of the river, 
T haven't heard this morning from the fords above, but there is noth- 
ing here. Iam anxious to get forward, but Torbert sends word not to 
cross without orders from General Sheridan. What is the news ? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HW. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


HEADQUARTERS Mipp_E Miuirary Division, 
Charlestown, Va., August 28, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. J. H. WILSON: 

GENERAL: Your dispatch notifying the headquarters of your arrival 
at Shepherdstown received. Orders were sent you this morning by 
Captain Moore, aide-de-camp. The general wants you to keep your 
scouts well out. Merritt is about two miles from here; was sent for- 
ward on the Smithfield and Leetown roads. No reports as yet. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD Division, CAVALRY Corps, 
Near Shepherdstown Ford, August 28, 1864—7 a.m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ForSYTH, 
Chief of Staff, Major-General Sheridan: 

COLONEL: The man, Dodge, of the Eighth Tllinois Cavalry, who 
accompanies the bearer, has just returned from Wickham’s rebel cav- 
alry, where he was held as a prisoner of war. He was the driver of Gen- 
eral Wilson’s mess wagon during the late raid on the Danville railroad 
and was captured at Reams’ Station. Wickham kept him as driver to 
his headquarters wagon, and on the entreaties of Dodge released him a 
few days ago and allowed him to cross the river and return to our lines. 
He is in possession of much valuable information, no doubt, and 
although paroled could without great difticulty be made to reveal a 
good deal. The general, therefore, directed that he should be sent to 
you, with request to let him join his regiment after you will be through 
with him. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Shepherdstown Ford, August 28, 1864—9,15 «. m. 
Col. J. W. FoRSYTH, 
Chief of Staff: 

COLONEL: Having waited from 6 a. m. till the present time for 
orders, and having heard nothing from you or Torbert, I have con- 
cluded to move out toward Kearneysville and Leetown at once. Any 
communication you may have for ine will find me somewhere in that 
direction. I am anxious to have instructions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


948 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. (Cap. LV. 


HLEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Shepherdstown Ford, August 28, 1864—9.15 a. m. 
Capt. M. A. RENO, 
Chief of Staff: 

Caprain: Having received an order implying that the army at Har- 
per’s Ferry was to have moved this morning at daylight, I have con- 
eluded to cross and move out toward Kearneysville without waiting 
for any direct instructions. Iam sure this course will meet with the 
general’s instructions when he knows reconnaissance five or six miles 
in all directions from here confirm the opinion that the rebels have 
gone. I have waited from 6 to this time to hear from somebody. Time 
is precious, and therefore I act as seems best, hoping it will meet with 
the general’s approbation. Custer left here last night for Harper’s 
Ferry. 

: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, August 28, 1864—12 m. 
Brigadier-General WILSON, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: Merritt is at Leetown or should be there by this time. 
Tf you can form a junction with him it will not be necessary to come to 
Charlestown. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Hpqrs. THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, CAVALRY CoRPs, 
Charlestown, Va., August 28, 1864—5.30 p.m. 
Maj. T. P. Jonson, 
Chief Quartermaster of Division: 

Masor: The general commanding division directs that you send up, 
besides the forage for the command, all regimental and headquarters 
forges at once, with a liberal supply of horseshoes; also the picket-rope 
for our headquarters, and our forge. The command will go into camp 
a short distance from town on the Berryville turnpike. 

Very respectfully, 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HARPER'S FERRY, August 28, 1864. (Received 8,30 p. m.) 
Hon. E, M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

The enemy have retired in direction of Bunker Hill, as if falling back 
down the Valley. General Sheridan has moved out in pursuit. Is 
camped to-night two miles beyond Charlestown. Some artillery heard 
this evening in that direction, but it was light and soon ceased. 

JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS MIppLeE MILITARY DIVISION, 

phic August 28, 1864, 
Brigadier-General STEVENSON, 

Commanding District of Harper's Ferry: 

GENERAL: I have detailed Colonel Currie to report to you with his 
brigade. Move him from his present position to Bolivar Heights. I 
will move out to-day. General Torbert has ordered a regiment of cav- 
alry to report to you. Send me pron#ptly all dispatches. All telegraph 
dispatches should be duplicated and forwarded at different times. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, August 28, 1864—10 p.m. 
Brigadier-General STEVENSON, Harper’s Ferry: 
The following dispatches have just been received from Darnestown. 
Please forward to General Sheridan: 


DARNESTOWN, dugust 28, 1864—12 m. (Received 9 p.m.) 
Major ECKERT: 


One of Major Fry’s men, just in from Poolesville, reports rebels across and advanc- 
ing toward this place. Does not know their force, but saw heavy skirmish line. 


Was twice fired on. 
8S. K. RUPLEY, 
Operator U. S. Military Telegraph. 
DARNESTOWN, August 28, 1864. 


J think the man (he belongs to the Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry) has exag- 
gerated; but no doubt a small force is this side of the river plundering. They were 
in Poolesville last night. Mr. Brewer, residing near mouth of Monocacy, advised 
some of his neighbors to take grain, &c., to Washington, as there would be some 
excitement in that section to-night. Don’t think they will come this far, but Major 
Waite has been advised and will keep watch. 

RUPLEY. 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Halltown, W. Va., August 28, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. N. DUFFI#, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division: 
GENERAL: The commanding general directs that you proceed at 
once to Cumberland, Md., as directed in paragraph 2, Special Orders, 
No. 154, current series, from these headquarters. 


1 have the honor to be, general, &c., 
P...G.. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGITIA, 
Point of Rocks, Md., August 28, 1864, 
Col. JoHN E. WYNKOOP, 
Commanding Dismounted Cavalry, Harper's Ferry, W. Va.: 
CoLoneL: You will please report at these headquarters with all the 
men belonging to this division under your command, or whom you can 
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find at Harper's Ferry, W. Va. Collect together every man at your 
camp and bring them with you. Move your command this evening, 
and have them provided with three days’ rations to the man before 
starting. 
By order of Brigadier-General Duftié: 
E. W. CLARK, JR., 
Ouptain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HANCOCK, August 28, 1564. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. KELLEY: 
There are indications that the enemy is leaving the Potomac entirely. 
Scouts from Morgan County report no movement in your direction. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 28, 1864. 
Capt. P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
The following telegram received from Governor Boreman will advise 
you of the state of affairs in the western part of my command. Ihave 
not troops to send to relieve the people: 


WHEELING, August 27, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. KeLiry: 


The counties of Wirt, Jackson, Wood, Gilmer, &c., are greatly infested with 
bands of rebels, plundering, robbing, and carrying off the loyal people. <A fewdays 
since they carried off the sheriff and deputy sheriff of Jackson County, and they 
have not yet returned. Could not Major Simpson, with his command, be sent into 
that region of country? 

A. I. BOREMAN, 
Governor, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 28, 1864, 
Colonel Hoy, 
New Creek: 

Send a mounted scout of twenty men to the junction on Alleghany 
Mountains and ascertain if any of McNeill’s men are in this neighbor- 
hood. Get Hinkle to go with them. ; 

B. F. KELLEY, 
brevet Major-General. 


JUMBERLAND, August 28, 1864. 
Captain FARIS, 
Oakland : 

It is reported that a squad of McNeill’s men are in the Alleghany 
Mountains east of Fort Pendleton, dismounted; ten were seen yester- 
day at Overean’s Saw-Mill. Send a scout of twenty men, with three 
days’ rations, to assist Godwin in driving them out. Katy Cosner can 
give information if they are in that region. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 
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i 5 - a ipye) c ’ 
Ss ae CUMBERLAND, August 28, 1864, 
Hancock : 

Have you any news this a.m.?_ Have you heard anything of General 
Duttie’s moving toward Hancock via Hagerstown with his command? 
Did you send a messenger to General Averell yesterday? 

B. kf. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


4 HANCOCK, August 28, 1864, 
Major-General KELLEY: _ 

Messenger I sent to General Averell. whose headquarters is at 
Hagerstown, has not returned. General Duffié is not moving this way 
that I know of. I have heard from Martinsburg; no enemy near. Can 
[run to Cumberland this p. m., and return in a. m.? My men need 
clothes and medicine badly. Please answer immediately. 

P. B. PETRIE, 
Captain, 


SoutH BRANCH, August 28, 1864. 
General KELLEY: 
Report that McNeill is coming down South Branch for purpose, as 
is supposed, of getting on railroad at some point. Have sent scout out 
the branch, and will put party in ambush on the ridge on Springfield 


road. 
C. J. HARRISON, 
Captain, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, August 28, 1864. 


COMMANDING OFFICER EIGHTH OHIO “AVALRY, 
Beverly: 

The general commanding the troops in the field directs that you at 
once place in arrest the officers in command of the detachment of your 
regiment which was surprised and captured at Huttonsville on the morn- 
ing of the 24th instant. You will prefer charges and forward them to 
these headquarters without delay. Acknowledge receipt of this. 

B. Ff. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General, 


COLUMBUS, August 28, 1864. 
(Received 10 a.m. 29th.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Our military agent at Gallipolis telegraphs me this morning, “ I have 
reliable information of Breckinridge’s advance into the Kanawha Val- 
ley with 8,000, via Lewisburg.” General Heintzelman left for Chicago 
this morning under your order. I have telegraphed him onthe way. If 
have the State battery at Camp Dennison and three regiments of 


National Guard at Gallipolis. No general officer in the State. 
JNO. BROUGH. 
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Orry Pornt, August 29, 1864—1.30 p.m. 
(Received 3 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. P. II. SHERIDAN, 
Halltown, Va. : 

If it is ascertained certainly that Breckinridge has been detached to go 
into Western Virginia, attack the remaining force vigorously with every 
man you have, and if successful in routing him follow your success with 
the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps, and send Crook to meet Breckinridge. 
This is sent on the strength of a dispatch just received, reporting that 
Breckinridge, with 8,000 men, had gone to Western Virginia, {! know 
nothing of the truth of the report. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Tieutenant-General, 


CHARLESTOWN, VA., August 29, 1864—11 p.m. 
(Received 30th.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

There is not one word of truth in the report of Breckinridge being 
in West Virginia; it is a Copperhead report. I saw his corps at the 
crossing of Opequon Creek this morning; it came down to dislodge 
Merritt’s division of cavalry. Early and Breckinridge were there in 
person. They attacked the cavalry at the ford and forced it back 
a short distance. I then put in Ricketts’ division of infantry, and the 
enemy fell back to Bunker Hill, where their whole force has been con- 
centrated for the last two days. Fitzhugh Leeis here, in command of all 
the cavalry in the Valley. IL had prisoners from Lomax and Wickham 
yesterday. I believe no troops have yet left the Valley, but I believe 
they will, and that it will be their last campaign in the Shenandoah. 
They came to invade, and have failed; they must leave or cross the 
Potomac. They acknowledge a loss of 1,600 men since the last advance 
from Strasburg, and to-day their loss has been severe; our loss slight. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, August 29, 1864, 
Lieut. Col. T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, City Point, Va.: 

Scouts who left Mine Run Thursday night are just in, and report fol- 
lowing: Wickham’s and Young’s cavalry brigades passed up the Valley 
early part of last week. Corse’s and Anderson’s brigades started for 
Richmond early part of last week. Anderson’s brigade recalled and is 
still in Valley. Thought to be no infantry now in the Valley but part 
ot Ewell’s old corps and two or three brigades of Longstreet’s corps. 
General Ed. Johnson, of Ewell’s corps, gone to Atlanta. Understood 
that Beauregard has gone to Atlanta with troops from Valley. General 
Lomax is in Richmond, but not known whether his brigade is there. 
Prominent secessionists of Orange County say Richmond cannot be 
held a month with Weldon road in our possession. Rumors of impor- 
tant movements of infantry in the Valley when scouts left, but no par- 
ticulars could be had. Other sconts will be in Wednesday. 

GEORGE K. LEET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Copies to Generals Meade and Sheridan.) 
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CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., August 29, 1804—11 p.m. 
ha (Received 30th.) 
Captain LEET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

The reports of scouts from Mine Run are inaccurate. Prisoners were 
yesterday captured from Wickham and Lomax. Lomax is in command 
of the Valley cavalry and Fitz Lee in command of all cavalry in the 
Valley. Breckinridge’s corps I saw myself this evening; Ewell’s 
corps | have not been able to locate for two days. Kershaw’s division 
was here Sunday morning. Ido not know who Corse and Anderson 
belong to, unless to some of the divisions of Longstreet’s corps; they 
do not belong to Kershaw. Early was here to-day. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., August 29, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
(Received 2.30 a. m. 30th.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff :+ 
l respectfully recommend the removal of the military agent at Gal- 
lipolis as an alarmist or a Copperhead. Ramseur’s and Gordon’s divis- 
iow’s, of Breckinridge’s corps, were at the crossing of Opequon Creek, 
near Smithfield, to-day, and Breckinridge was there in person. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 29, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN: 
I think a good commanding officer should be sent to Gallipolis; and 
if it be true that Breckinridge is operating against the Kanawha Val- 


ley, re-enforcements should be sent there. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., August 29, 1864. 
(Received 9 a. m.) 
Hon. KE. M. STANTON: 
Received the following note from General Sheridan last night at mid- 
night, dated Charlestown, August 28, and written about 9 p. m.; have 
nothing additional: 


Colonel CiIPMAN, 
-lide-de-Camp : 

Your note of this p.m. received. I am oecupying my old lines here with my infan- 
try. Merritt’s division of cavalry met Pitz Lee’s cavalry at Leetown and drove 
Lee to Smithtield and then across the Opequon Creek. Our losses were not great; 
the enemy sutfered severely. Several handsome cavalry charges were made by 
Merritt’s command. The enemy are now concentrated at Bunker Hill. [ cannot 
now say positively that they will fall back to Winchester; the reports are that 
they will; I have nothing definite; shall know to-morrow. I have had conflicting 
reports concerning the divisions of Field and Pickett. The rebels report that Hood 
has been killed, and that Longstreet is in command at Atlanta. 

P. Jf. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


Nake CLP MAN, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, August 29, 1864—9.30 a.m. 
Colonel CHIPMAN: 
There seems no further occasion for you to remain at Harper’s Ferry 


and you are much needed here. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) WAR DeEpt., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 284. Washington, August 29, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

4, Capt. G. A. Gordon, Second U.S. Cavalry, is hereby relieved from 
his present duties, and will report in person, without delay, to the com- 
manding general Department of West Virginia, for assignment to duty 
as special inspector of cavalry for said department. 

* * * * * * * 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WASHINGTON, 
TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
No. 75. \ August 29, 1864. 


I. Pursuant to paragraph 1, Special Orders, No. 279, Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office, August 24, 1864, Lieut. Col. Elias M. Greene, quarter- 
master’s department, is hereby relieved from duty as chief quarter- 
master Department of Washington. 

II, Col. John A. Elison, quartermaster’s department, having reported 
at these headquarters in compliance with paragraph 1, Special Orders, 
No. 279, Adjutant-General’s Office, August 24, 1864, is hereby announced 
as chief quartermaster Department of Washington. He will be obeyed 
and respected accordingly. 

sy command of Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur: 

C. H. RAYMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS E1GHTnH [ILLINOIS CAVALRY, 
Muddy Branch, August 29. 186-4—11 a.m. 
, (Received 1,50) p.m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: Shall cross at this point at 11 a. m. with about 650 effect- 
ive men. Received communication last night from Colonel Lazelle 
containing information received in your instructions last night. Re- 
turned orderly to Colonel L. at 5 this morning, notifying him of my 
movement, Dont expect many teams brought in. Major Briges has 
not arrived. When 1 leave [sic]. 

Respectfully, 
JNO. M. WAITE, 
Major, ke. 
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TTEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 

; Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 29, 1864, 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 

Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-G@eneral: 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that the party sent out yester- 
day returned to-day, after twenty-four hours’ absence, without having 
met Major Horton, though they went as far as Gum Spring. I imme- 
diately dispatched another party of thirty-five men of the Sixteenth to 
find him, giving such instructions as will, without doubt, insure, I 
think, his force joining that of the Eighth Mlinois to-morrow by 12 m. 
I have also sent the necessary information to Major Waite to take the 
men from the Annandale stockade chiefly. I also sent rations and 
forage sufficient for the whole force from here until they can supply 
themselves. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


HpDaQrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
August 29, 1864. 
Col. H. M. LAZELLE, 
Commanding Cavalry Brigade: : 

COLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of this date, and am directed by the major-general’ com- 
manding to inform you that he does not think it advisable to change 
the instructions already issued. Your resignation has been suspended. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 29, 1864. 
Maj. G. G. Horton, 
Commanding Sixteenth New York Volunteer Cavalry: 

Magsor: By direction of the colonel commanding, I have the honor 
to inclose for your information a copy of instructions* from Major-Gen- 
eral Augur to Major Waite, commanding Eighth Mlinois Cavalry. By 
these instructions you will be guided. Major Waite will be at Gum 
Spring to-night. You will endeavor to join him there with your com- 
mand to-night, but if you find you cannot, you will proceed so as to 
reach Aldie before 10 a. m. to-morrow. On your arriving at that place 
you will report with your party to Major Waite. Captain Schneider, 
Sixteenth New York Cavalry, takes rations with him sufficient to sup- 
ply your men and horses for three days. After delivering these sup- 
plies to you Captain Schneider will remain with you with his party and 
be subject to your orders and to those of Major Waite. 

Tam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN Y. LANSING, 
First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


*See p. 942. 
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Hpg@rs. CAVALRY Corps, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, W. Va, August 29, 1864. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Division Cavalry: 

GENERAL: The present intention is to throw two divisions down 
toward Front Royal on the Winchester pike. Be ready to move at any 
time to-day, depending on the information you obtained this morning. 
I congratulate you on your suecess of yesterday. 

Yours, &c., 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Cavalry Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 29, 1868 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Division Cavalry : 

My DEAR Merritt: I am exceedingly anxious to learn if the 
enemy’s infantry have yet left Bunker Hill. The moment you can de- 
termine this you will confer a great favor. 

Yours, truly, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, W. Va., August 29, 1864—1.05 p.m. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: The general desires me to say to you that he has no 
doubt about infantry being at the points you designate in your dis- 
patch. General Sheridan wishes you to act cautiously. 

Very respectfully, 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Tneutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HpQrs. SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 29, 1864—11 a.m. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding Division: 

GENERAL: | have been along Colonel Cesnola’s lines and noth- 
ing can be seen, except a few vedettes. I have only seen three men 
mounted myself. Don’t believe there is any force in this direction, 
except a few mounted men to watch the country. 

Respectfully, 
J. I, McQUESTEN, 
Captain, Second U.S. Cavalry, Division Inspector. 


AUGUST 29, 1864, 
Colonel LOWELL, 
Commanding Third Brigade, First Cavalry Division : 
COLONEL: The rest of the division is in ¢amp near where the road 
from Summit Point crosses the Middleway and Charlestown pike. We 
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had a right smart fight with the enemy’s infantry to-day; were forced 
to retire slowly, but did-it in the best of fashion. A division of the 
Sixth Corps has moved out toward Smithfield (Middleway). Patrol 
toward the pickets of the Second Brigade, on your right. 
Very respectfully, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, August 29, 1864—10.30 a.m. 
General STEVENSON, 
Commanding, Harper's Ferry: 

The services of Colonel Chipman being required here, you will please 
keep the Department advised of all military operations and informa- 
tion that may come to your knowledge, and endeavor to have such 
arrangements made as will give you prompt information of everything 
that transpires in the front or in your vicinity, reporting, at all events, 
regularly at 8 a. m. and 9 p. m. each day. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, August 29, 1864. 
Hon. KE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
Your order will be strictly complied with. 


Respectfully 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HARPER'S FERRY, August 29, 1864—9I p.m. 
(Received 9.15 p,m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

General Sheridan, with his army, is occupying a position about two 
miles beyoud Charlestown. The enemy are apparently concentrated in 
vicinity of Smithfield and Bunker Hill. Heavy firing in that direction 
all day. No particulars received, Averell, with his command, occupies 


Martinsburg to-night. 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, August 29, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN D, STEVENSON, 
Commanding District of Harper's Ferry: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
acknowledge the receipt of your communication* of this date, and I am 
instructed to say in reply that General Sheridan has forwarded to Major- 
General Halleck, Chief of Staff, telegraphic reports up to date (this 
evcning) of the operations of this army. As regards guards, escorts, 


4 * Not found, 
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&e., to trains, none will be furnished except on order from these head- 
quarters. The strength of your command by last report, including the 
dismounted cavalry, was about 9,000 men. You will hereafter make all 
your reports, returns, &¢., direct to these headquarters, and not 
through Brevet Major-General Crook’s headquarters. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. KORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpors. ist. Cay. Drv., ARMy oF W. VA., 
No. 13. Point of Rocks, Md., August 29, 1564. 

The following constitution of the brigades of this division will be 
observed until further orders: First Brigade, Col. R. F. Taylor com- 
manding—First New York Veteran Cavalry, Fifteenth New York 
Cavalry; Second Brigade, Col, J. E. Wynkoop vommanding—Twentieth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, Twenty-first New York Cavalry. 

Colonels Taylor and Wynkoop will immediately proceed to thoroughly 
organize their respective commands. Tield reports will be sent in 
daily to these headquarters. 

By command of Brigadier-General Duffié: 

EK, W. CLARK, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
August 29, 1804—8.30 u.m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

Your note* of yesterday received. Merritt pitched into Fitz Lee’s 
cavalry yesterday at Leetown; drove him from the town and through 
Smithfield across the crossing of Opequon. My information this morn- 
ing leads to the belief that Early is still at Bunker Hill. Merritt is 
advancing a brigade toward that point; will know soon. Keep on 
your present line until we make a junction. Wilson is here on the 
Berryville pike. Torbert has joined me. 

Respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMEND OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Charlestown, W. Va., August 29, 1864. 
Brevet Major-General KELLEY, Cumberland, Md. : 

Your telegrain of the 27th instant relative to affairs in your command 
is just received. You will have to make the best disposition of your 
forces possible for the present to guard against the incursions of the 
enemy. As soon as circumstances here will permit troops will be sent 
to be distributed so as to defend the railroad and the western part of 
the State. General Duffié is now on his way to Cumberland with 
about 2,500 men, dismounted cavalry, to establish a camp of instruc- 
tion; his men are armed. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Crook : 

D>..G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* Not found, 
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NEW CREEK, August 29, 1864. 
. (Received Cumberland 9.50 p. m.) 
Major-General KELLEY : 

MeNeill left Moorefield yesterday morning with about 300 men; 
started in the direction of Romney, and from all I can learn he is mak- 
ing a raid on the railroad east of Cumberland. Three of his men were 
in Ridgeville this p.m. I was within six miles of Pittsburg | Peters: 
burg] to-day; no enemy there. 

A. HINKLE. 


NEW CREEK, August 29, 1864. 
General B. F. KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Mad.: 

Hinkle reports from six miles south of Greenland Gap, at 8 this a. m., 
that McNeill, with 300 men, left Mooretield yesterday morning, moving 
toward the railroad east of Cumberland. 

H. PEASE, 
Captain and Assistant Inspector-General. 


SouTH BRANCH, August 29, 1864. 
(Received 1.25 p. m.) 


Major-General KELLEY: 

Mr. Caldwell came down from Springfield this morning; informs me 
that McNeill’s company was in Romney last nigbt, and that one of his 
men had flanked the pickets and been at Green Spring this morning; 
also that some of his men were in Springfield last night. I understand 
there were some fifteen or twenty head of cattle driven from Old Town 
over to Green Spring yesterday. May be McNeill will make for this 


cattle. 
C. J. HARRISON, 
Captain, Commanding. 


CHERRY RUN, August 29, 1864. 
Major-General KELLEY: 

We are here, all right. Some of General Averell’s pickets here and 
at Back Creek, who report the general at Martinsburg. Rebels have 
fallen back to Bunker Hill. 1 will remain here to-night with the cars 
with a strong picket, if you think proper. Answer immediately. 

P. B. PETRIE, 
Captain, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, August 29, 1864. 
Colonel Hoy, 
New Creek: 

Send a detachment of twenty men, under command of a reliable 
officer, to Piedmont, to remain till further orders. Direct the officer to 
send a small scout daily toward Elk Garden settlement. 

; i. B-KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 
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WAR DEPARIMEN', 
Washington City, August 29, 1864—10 a.m. 
Governor BOREMAN, 
Wheeling: 

IT have been unable till now to inform you who commands the De- 
partment of West Virginia. General Hunter, in nominal command, 
was absent on leave and his address unknown. General Hunter is re- 
lieved of command to-day and General Crook assigned; he is in the 
field; his headquarters will be Cumberland. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WaR DEPARTMENT, 
August 29, #864, 
Governor BROUGH, 
Columbus, Ohio: 

Your telegram respecting General Breckinridge’s advance into the 
Kanawha has just been received. Notice has been given to General 
Sheridan, who reported Breckinridge three days ago at Shepherdstown, 
on the Potomac. Sheridan has been directed to send one of his best 
general officers to command at Gallipolis. General Burbridge has also 
been directed to render all aid within his power, if it should turn out 
that Breckinridge has gone to West Virginia. If the report of your 
agent be true Sheridan has been very much deceived. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Chambersburg, Pa., August 29, 1864, 
Capt. SAMUEL WALKER, 
Carrick Kurnace, Path Valley: 

CAPTAIN: The commanding general directs me to inform you that 
present indications are that the enemy are falling back from the Poto- 
mac River. If you have your company organized you had better dis- 
band it, subject to be ordered out at any time. You will be informed 
from these headquarters of any movement by the enemy in this direc- 
tion. ; , 

1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Chambersburg, Pa., August 29, 1864, 
Capt. WILLIAM BURGESS, 
Loudon, Pa.: 
Caprain: The commanding general directs me to inform you that 
present indications are that the enemy are falling back from the Potomac 
River. If you have an organization of men on the roads, as suggested. 
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in my last communieation to you, you can relieve it from duty at pres- 
ent. If you can do it, it would be advisable to keep your organization 
up, Subject to be called out at short notice. We will keep you informed 
of any movements of the rebels in that direction. 
T am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8S. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST, 
New York City, August 29, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I wrote to you on the 18th of August in regard to the draft in this 
city, and the necessity of adequate military preparation against armed 
resistance to it. Recent developments satisfy me that a much larger 
force than that named in my letter of that date will be needed to 
insure tranquility. Brigadier-General Hays, in an official letter 
addressed last week to the commanding officer of the department in 
reply to queries addressed to him, says: 

First. I do expect violent resistance to the draft. 

Second. In my opinion 10,000 good troops will be required for the prompt execu- 
tion of the law in this division. 

This opinion is concurred in by the superintendent of the police and 
by our most intelligent citizens. With the information in my posses- 
sion, as well as from indications which have occurrec under my obser- 
vation, I deem it hazardous to commence the draft without a force of 
from 8,000 to 10,000 men. 

I am, respectfully, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTOWN, VA., August 30, 1864—9.30 p.m. 
(Received 9 a. m. 31st.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

There is no change in the position of affairs here to-day. The enemy 
hold a line from Bunker Hill to the Opequon Creek; their left at 
Bunker Hill and right on the Opequon, near the crossing of the dirt 
road from Summit Point to Winchester. I sent two divisions of cav- 
alry, via Berryville, to strike the Front Royal and Strasburg road. I 
will not get information from them before to-morrow. If Early has 
detached troops for Richmond I will attack him vigorously; as yet I 
have not been able to learn that he has done so. Kershaw is on the 
right of their line, and it is certain that he has not gone. Breckin- 
ridge was here yesterday. odes has not been heard trom for two 
days. Colonel Lowell charged and drove in enemy’s pickets on Sum- 
mit Point road to-day, killing two officers and three men, and capturing 
five, all from Fitz Lee’s cavalry. All the information which I can get 
leads to the belief that no troops have yet been sent'to Richmond. I 
learn to-day that Corse’s brigade, of Pickett’s division, and Johnston’s 
brigade, of Field’s division, are here, which accounts for the report that 
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these divisions were in the Valley. Averell is at Martinsburg, or in 
vicinity. A scout from North Mountain reports no rebel troops in 
direction of Hancock, on the upper Potomac. My command is well in 
hand, and I am anxiously awaiting news from the operations of the 


savalry. 
ite P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) WAR DEptT., ADJT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 248. Washington, August 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. D. Hunter is relieved from command of the Department of 
West Virginia, and Bvt. Maj. Gen. George Crook is assigned to the 
command in his place. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
k. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpars. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
No. 20. } Charlestown, W. Va., August 30, 1864. 
* * * * * $% * 

5. Col. Louis P. Di Cesnola, Fourth New York Cavalry, will at once 
proceed to Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., to be mustered out of service by 
assistant commissary of musters, First Cavalry Division, in accord- 
ance with Circular No. 36, Adjutant-General’s Office, 1864. 

6. Bvt. Brig. Gen. George L. Beal, having reported to these head- 
quarters in compliance with orders from War Department, is assigned 
to duty with the Nineteenth Corps, and will report accordingly to Brevet 
Major-General Emory for orders. 

7. Lieut. Edward L. Halsted, Signal Corps, U.S. Army, is announced 
as acting chief signal officer on the staff of the major-general command- 
ing, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

8. Capt. F. E. Town, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, and party, having 
reported to these headquarters in compliance with orders from the War 
Department, is assigned to such duty as may be designated by the act- 
ing chief signal officer, in the name of the major-general commanding. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Sheridan: 

C. KINGSBURY, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR.}] HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIvIsIon, 
Charlestown, Va., August 30, 1864. 
Corps commanders are authorized to order up the regimental teams 
of their commands for the purpose of making out muster-rolls, &c. 
The wagons ordered must be held in readiness to be moved back 
to Bolivar Heights at a moment’s notice. 
By command of Major-General Sheridan: 
JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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SPECIAL site ahi Hpgrs. DEPT, OF WASHINGTON, 
: TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 215. \ August 30, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


2. The One hundred and fourth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
having reported at these headquarters, is hereby assigned to De Russy’s 
division, and will be reported without delay to Brigadier-General De 
Russy, commanding, for duty. 

* 


* * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Augur: 
Cc. H. RAYMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


ALEXANDRIA, August 30, 1864, 
(Received 8.50 p. m.) 
Colonel TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 
COLONEL: I have information that Mosby intends attacking my 
pickets to-night. I have sent forty men to re-enforce them. 
H. H. WELLS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 30, 1864. 
Maj. G. G. Horton, 
Commanding Sixteenth New York Cavalry: 

Masor: You will proceed with your command immediately, and 
without stopping to get rations or forage, direct to Gum Spring, and 
there endeavor to join Major Waite, Highth Illinois Cavalry. If you do 
not find him, go on to Aldie; and if you do not there meet him, push on 
still further, and as long as there remains a probability of overtaking 
his party with safety to your own. You will find Captain Washburne, 
of your regiment, at either Gum Spring or Aldie, with rations and for- 
age for you for three days. The inclosed instructions are for your 
information. Major Waite will leave Gum Spring to-day at 10 o’clock 
on his way to Aldie. In order to make sure of finding Major Waite, it 
would be well to send some couriers ahead to let him know of your 
coming. Lose no time in getting started from this camp. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN Y. LANSING, 
First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS SIXtH ARMY CORPS, 
August 30, 1864—11.15 p.m, 
The following from General Sheridan is sent for the information and 
guidance of division commanders and the corps officer of the.day: 
HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, August 30, 1864—10 p.m. 


Major-General WRIGHT, 
Commanding Sixth Corps: 
Iam directed by the major-general commanding to inform you that the reports 
received from General Torbert this evening are to the effect that the whole rebel 
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force is concentrated at Bunker Hill. The general desires that you keep your com- 
mand on the alert. * 


V etfully, your obedient servant 
ama a Fadl ; J. W. FORSYTH, 


Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


By command of Major-General Wright: 
C. A. WHITTIER, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS First NEw YORK DRAGOONS, 
August 30, 1864. 
Capt. WILLIAM H. H. Emmons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Reserve Brigade : 

My vedettes on the right report about 300 cavalry to have moved to 
the right, striking into the Leetown pike and disappearing in the wood. 
The firing continues along the line, but not sharp. 

HM. SOMELE. 
Major, Commanding. 


ORDERS. | HpqQrs. THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 30, 1864—9.45 a.m. 
The command will move at once on the pike toward Berryville, in 
the following order: first, Chapman’s brigade, with Pennington’s bat- 
tery; second, ammunition and ambulances; third, McIntosn’s brigade. 
Brigade headquarters will move with the least possible baggage, one 
wagon, if possible, only. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR. | HpqQres. THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
August 30, 1864. 
No wagons except ammunition and ambulance, and one wagon to 
each brigade headquarters, will be taken along; the remainder will be 
sent back to the division train at Bolivar Heights. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 
L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIvISION, 
August 30, 1864—8 p. m. 
The following order has just been received from the chief of cavalry: 


NEAR BERRYVILLE, VaA., August 30, 1864—S8 p.m. 
GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs that you send a strong reconnaissance in 
the direction of Winchester, at least as far as the Opequon; let the party start at 
daylight; also send well out in the direction of Millwood and White Post, and report 
any information of the enemy. Have all your command saddled at daylight. 
M. A. RENO, 
Captain and Chief of Staff. 


* Same to General Emory. 
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General McIntosh, in accordance with the above instructions, will 
send two regiments in the direction of Winchester, General Chapman 
one regiment toward Millwood and White Post, at daylight to-morrow, 
and report any information at once. 

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 

L. SIEBERT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Extract from field return of the Third Division, Cavalry Corps, commanded by Brig. Gen. 
James H, Wilson, for August 30, 1864. 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 30, 1864—6 p.m. 


Brigadier-General McInTosu, 
Commanding First Brigade: 

General Torbert wishes you to send one good squadron on the Berry- 
ville-Winchester pike, as near to the Opequon Creek as you can. 
Instruct the officer that is detached to move rapidly, and if he meets 
any parties of the enemy to endeavor to take prisoners; information is 
‘wanted. A woman at the toll-gate just this side of the Opequon will 
give any news she may possess. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WILSON, 


Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper’s Ferry, August 30, 1864. 
Hon, E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
The condition of the forces this morning seems unchanged. The fir- 
ing yesterday was a heavy skirmish between our cavalry and Breckin- 
ridge’s corps; but few casualties on our side. The enemy retired across 


the Opequon. 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- General, 
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HARrPER’s Ferry, August 30, 1864. 
(Received 8,50 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. Sranron, Secretary of War: 
No information of changes of position of forces since morning. 
JNO. D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HTARPER’S FERRY, August 30, 1864. 
(Received 9.10 a. m.) 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

The quartermaster of the Third Brigade, First Division, Cavalry 
Corps, reports that Capt. C. S. Eigenbrodt was killed Friday, August 
26, 1864, two miles to the left of Halltown, Va. His body [was] left on 
the field and buried on the next day by the enemy on the spot where 


he fell. 
JOHN D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY, 
Harper's Ferry, August 30, 1864. 
W.T. SMITH, 
Agent Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, Baltimore: 
I think it would be safe to make reconnaissance of road with view to 
reopening it. 
JOHN PD. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- General, 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, Va., August 30, 1864—8.15 a.m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: Your scouts reached me this morning. So far as I can 
learn, the enemy was at Bunker Hill yesterday in full force. Custer 
crossed the Opequon and pushed out about a mile, but had to come 
back, followed up [by] Breckinridge’s corps (Gordon’s and Ramseur’s 
divisions). They came across the creek to Smithfield, but returned to 
Bunker Hill, followed up by a part of the Sixth Corps to the Opequon. 
Look out for your line; they cannot stay long at Bunker Hill. I will 
probably move to Smithfield to-day. 

Yours, truly, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
‘DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., August 30, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. W. Forsytn, 
Chief of Staff, Middle Military Division: 
COLONEL: I have the honor to request that you will inform me what 
orders, if any, have been issued in regard to the consolidation of the 
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Fitth and Sixth Regiments West Virginia Cavalry. ‘Che veterans of 
the Fifth have been left without officers, nearly all of the officers 
having. been mustered out with those men whose time of service has 
expired. The veterans are in Wheeling, W. Va., unable to draw pay 
and not doing any duty. The veterans of the Sixth are concentrated 
at North Branch, on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and are, as I 
understand, to be mounted at once. The consolidation of these regi- 
ments is desired by the men of both, and would be beneficial to them. 
It would result in converting a useless mob into a body of men capable, 
if placed under competent officers, of doing good service as a mounted 
regiment. 
Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIvIsIon, 
August 30, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Mad.: 
General Duffié started to your place yesterday with about 2,500 dis- 
mounted men. Should any troops be required in the Kanawha Valley 
send some of these until I can spare some of the troops from here, 


which will not be long. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


MARTINSBURG, August 30, 1864. 
(Received § a, 1n.) 
Major-General KELLEY: 

Enemy’s picket is strong across valley from Gerrardstown to Dan- 
dridge’s; they have been slightly aggressive to-day. Harly’s main force 
is at Bunker Hill. I cannot advise an attempt to reconstruct at pres- 
ent. Sheridan is moving. I may be able to tell you to-morrow; noth- 
ing but skirmishing to-day. Please send me general news dispatch. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, [August] 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. KELLEY: 
Please send me 30,000 pounds of grain forage at once. Enemy’s 


main force at Bunker Hill. Pickets are busy. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, August 30, 1564. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Martinsburg : 
Train with forage left for Martinsburg at 7 p.m. Advise the con- 


stor at North Mountain where you want it unloaded. 
shee B. F. KELLEY, 


Brevet Major-General. 
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CHERRY RUN, August 30, 1864. 
(Received 8.06 a. 1.) 

Major-General KELLEY: 

Everything quiet this a.m. Men just from Martinsburg report things 
all quiet along line of road. General Averell is in Martinsburg with his 
command. Our forces had a slight skirmish near Winchester yester- 
day. If you think proper, I will run down as far as North Mountain 
to get in communication with General Averell, so I can keep you 


posted. Please answer. 
P. B. PETRIE, 
Captain. 


CUMBERLAND, August 30, 1864. 
Capt. C. J. HARRISON, 
South Branch: 

A cavalry scout of 100 men has gone down to Old Town from North 
Branch. Please report to the officer all information you have, and 
get from him all he may know, aud report to me by telegraph, and I will 
then give him further orders. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


There is no force but McNeill’s near Romney. 


SoutH BRANCH, August 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 


Son justin from Springfield; saw twenty-five rebels three miles this 
side of there, who turned and went back; heard them shoeing horses 
in the town. He was informed by colored man that Imboden’s com- 
mand is between Romney and the Wire Bridge, near Springfield, on 
the old road. He says the men he saw had on blue overcoats, but gray 
pants. Jim Short, of Imboden’s command, was in Cumberland day 
before yesterday. Could it be our men? 

C. J. HARRISON, 
Captain, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, August 30, 1864. 
Colonel Hoy, 
New Oreek: 

Keep your scouts active and on the alert. I think McNeill intends 
striking west instead of east of this point. He in all probability will 
go west of the Alleghany Mountains. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Charlestown, W. Va., August 30, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. MAx WEBER, U.S. Volunteers, 
New York City: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 22d instant relative to your being relieved from the 
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command of the Military District of Harper's Ferry and being ordered 
to report to Brigadier-General Stevenson for duty, and by direction of 
the brevet major-general commanding to state, in reply, that the order 
assigning General Stevenson was made in accordance with verbal 
instructions received by him from the commanding general of the Mid- 
die Military Division. It was supposed at the time that General Ste- 
venson was your senior, and as you were known to be unwell it was 
thought that in your state of health it would be a relief to you to have 
the responsibility of your important command transferred to some one 
else for the present at least. The letter directing you to report to Gen- 
eral Stevenson at the expiration of your leave was written under the, 
impression that you were his junior in point of rank. The commanding 
general would not take upon himself such an assumption of authority 
as to order an officer to report for duty to his junior. That authority, 
aS you are aware, can only be exercised by the President. At the 
expiration of your present leave the commanding general directs that 
you report in person at the headquarters of the department for assign- 
ment to duty. 

I have the honor to be, general, most respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

P. G. BIER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, August 30, 1864, 
Governor BROUGH, 
Columbus, Ohio : 

General Sheridan says that he saw General Breckinridge yesterday, 
and also telegraphs as follows: 

I respectfully recommend the removal of the military agent at Gallipolis as an 
alarmist or a Copperhead. Ramseur’s and Gordon’s divisions, of Breckinridge’s 
corps, were at the crossing of Opequon Creek, near Smithfield, to-day, and Breck- 
inridge was there in person. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


COLUMBUS, OHIO, August 30, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 

The military agent is not a Copperhead nor an alarmist. He com- 
municates his information is based on a rebel mail that got through 
to Charleston last Friday. -A letter from one of Breckinridge’s officers 
to his brother says their corps will be at Lewisburg within ten days. 
One of our spies saw it. The agent acted in good faith in making his 


communication; perhaps I was too quick in acting on it. 
iat Ona ‘JOHN BROUGH. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE DEPARTMENT, 
Baltimore, Md., August 30, 1864, 
Hon. CO. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 
Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communica- 
tion from certain loyal colored men of the city of Baltimore, complain- 
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ing of grievances to which they are subjected in being forced to drill, 
&c., by you referred to these headquarters August 26, 1864, for report 
as to whether white men were also subject to the same drill as is required 
from the men of color. In reply, I would respectfully state that white 
men have been organized into companies and regiments, and are required 
to drill. Unfortunately, Governor Bradford has declined to recognize 
their organizations and commission their officers. There are now three 
regiments organized. Shortly after the organization of the whites 
was begun that of the blacks was attempted. As Governor Bradford 
declined to have anything to do with the enterprise, the State constitu- 
tion not recognizing colored men as subject to militia service, I assumed 
the business myself and gave it in charge of Colonel Bowman, who is 
quite popular with the class and has proven himself their devoted friend. 
It was desirable to enroll all the able-bodied colored men of the city, 
whether free or slaves. To do that by asking them to volunteer was im- 
possible, as many of them are the slaves or employés of secession citi- 
zens, who would, of course, prohibit such action, hence my measure had 
tobe arbitrary. That some instances of harshness have ensued is not 
unlikely, but the sufferers had only to complain to me to have their 
wrongs redressed. 

It is proper to add that among the blacks, as with the whites, there 
are lazy and trifling people who do nothing without compulsion, and 
complain when it is exerted. Besides, the disaffected whites do not 
hesitate to fill the minds of the simple and credulous colored men with 
false ideas of my purposes toward them in this organization. 

If T had authority to answer two questions of the complainants, there 
would be no difficulty in the matter: First, if, when organized, they 
should be called out to defend the city, will they be paid for it? Sec- 
ond, should they be killed or disabled while so engaged, would they or 
their representatives be placed on the pension list? It would oblige 
me very much to receive instructions on these points from the honor- 
able Secretary of War. 

Finally, the necessity for the measure complained of is simply that 
there must be more troops to defend the city of Baltimore than can 
always be spared for the purpose. I thought, and yet think it possi- 
ble, to meet this necessity by stringent organization of the citizens, 
black and white. 

Without an interference with the constitution of the State, I cannot 
deprive Governor Bradford of his lawful control of the able-bodied 
whites. It is different, however, with the blacks, whom the Governor 
repudiates for militia purposes; and as to these latter I will see that 
they are not abused. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEW. WALLACE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Chambersburg, Pa., August 30, 1864. 
Col. D. P. Wuitine, U.S. Army, 
Commanding Fort Mifflin: 

COLONEL: In reply to your communication of the 25th instant, I am 
directed by the commanding general to say that by General Orders, 
No. 48, current series, Department of the Susquehanna, Fort Mifflin is 
made a separate post, and that hereafter you will report directly to 
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these headquarters, trom which source you will receive your orders. 
Quartermaster’s and commissary supplies will be furnished by the offi- 
cers of those departments in Philadelphia on your requisition, or on 
orders from these headquarters. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. BRENT SWEARINGEN, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS,) WAR DeEp?., ADIT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 287. 5 Washington, August 31, 1864. 
¥* * * * * * * 

35., Maj. F. C. Newhall, aide-de-camp, will report in person, without 
delay, to Major-General Sheridan, U. S. Volunteers, commanding Mid- 
dle Military Division, for assignment to duty. 

* * * * * * * 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., August 81, 1864, 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that there is nothing of 
importance to report from this vicinity. One of the picket-posts was 
attacked to-day by a party of seven guerrillas, but they were beaten 
off. 

8.30 P. M. 

Major Horton, Sixteenth New York Cavalry, with Major Waite, have 
just come in; they left Aldie this morning at 7 o’clock. Major Hor- 
ton arrived at Aldie at 6 o’clock last evening, and found on his arrival 
there that Major Waite had already been up the country and on his 
way back. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 


Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
August 31, 1864—7 p.m. 
Brigadier-General CHAPMAN, 
Commanding Second Brigade : 

GENERAL: By direction of the general commanding you will send 
one regiment back to Rippon to picket the roads leading from there 
toward Winchester, and also toward the Shenandoah River. This 
move is desired more as a guard to trains than anything else. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
lL. SIEBERT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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HARPER’S FERRY, August 31, 1864. 
(Received 9.15 a. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
Nothing from front last night. Couriers expected every moment. 
As soon as they arrive will report. 
JNO. D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 31, 1864—11 a.m. 
(Received 11.30 a. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

The infantry of enemy are concentrated at Bunker Hill; our cav- 
alry are sent to operate on their rear; to-day must develop their 
streugth and purpose. No fighting yesterday mentioned. 

JNO. D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, August 31, 1864. 
(Received 9.40 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Thave information through rebel sources that Early, with his com- 
mand, has been recalled to Richmond; that the main body of the enemy 
passed through Winchester several days ago. I think this to be the 
fact. J learn from the front that reconnaissances of cavalry as far as 
Berryville and beyond Smithfield, in direction of Bunker Hill, failed to 
find enemy to-day. 

JNO. D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
Charlestown, August 31, 1864—9 a.m. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

T[orbert], with M{erritt] and W[ilson], have gone up the Valley. I 
will have definite information soon. If the enemy should fall back, 
shove them along. 

Very respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, August 31, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.: 

Your dispatch received. I have no late news of importance. Send 
you by train this a.m. the latest papers. McNeill, with about 250 men, 
is lying between Romney and Hanging Rock, evidently Early’s west- 
ern picket, watching my movements. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 
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CHAMBERSBURG, PA., August 31, 1864—8 p.m. 
(Received 11.15 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 


General Cadwalader reports that he captured seventy prisoners last 
night in Columbia County. These are chiefly leaders and others who 
were organized to resist the draft. They will be sent to Fort Mifflin. 

COUCH, 
Major-General. 


SIGNAL CAmp, 
Greencastle, Pa., August 31, 1864. 
Capt. H. 8S. Tarrr, Chief Assistant, Signal Bureau: 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make you the following report of the 
ep of this detachment during the month ending August 31, 
At the date of my last report the greater portion of my detachment 
were on duty at Harper’s Ferry, whilst myself and a small party were 
temporarily stationed at Emmitsburg, Md. From this point we moved 
into the Cumberland Valley, by order of Capt. F. E. Town, and opened 
stations at Greencastle, North Mountain, and Williamsport. These 
stations remained in operation until August 5, when the parties occu- 
pying the two last posts were compelled to abandon them on account 
of the advance of the enemy to Hagerstown and Williamsport. After 
the retreat of the enemy across the river [ requested and obtained per- 
mission to return to my command at Harper’s I'erry. Immediately 
upon my return the whole detachment belonging to this department 
were relieved from duty and ordered to report to Major-General Couch. 
I reported at headquarters Department of Susquehanna August 11, 
and for some days thereafter remained in camp near Chambersburg, 
for the purpose of equipping my men with horses and the necessary 
clothing. These arrangements being completed, I moved the detach- 
ment to this place, and reopened our previous stations. I have signal 
posts at present at this point, on North Mountain, and near Williams- 
port, and it is my intention to open another at Fairview as soon as pos- 
sible. From these points it will be very easy to watch the fords of the 
upper Potomac, from Falling Waters to Hancock, and to give timely 
notice of any attempt to cross. I regret very much that the haziness 
of the atmosphere has embarrassed our operations very much for the 
past ten days; but as this israther unusual in this climate and at this 
season, I think we shall experience no difficulty of the kind during the 
fall. During the past month Lieutenant Reymer has reported to me 
for instructions and duty. Good horses have been furnished to the 
enlisted men, and I have the honor of reporting my detachment as 

well equipped and instructed as any party with which I ever served. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AMOS M. THAYER, 
First Lieutenant and Chief Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Chambersburg, Pa., August 31, 1864. 
Capt. KE. M. WARREN, 
Independent Company 100-days’ Pennsyleania Volunteers : 
CAPTAIN: The commanding general directs that you move your com- 
mand from where it is at present located to within three or four miles 
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of McConnellsburg, establishing your camp at a point where wood and 
water are easily accessible. You will keep constantly on the alert in 
regard to deserters and stragglers, arresting them wherever found. 
All Government property in the hands of unauthorized persons should 
be taken charge of, and the facts promptly reported to these head- 
quarters. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. BRENT SWEARINGEN, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Abstract from return of the Middle Military Division, Maj. Gen. Philip H, Sheridan, 
U. S. Army, commanding, for the month of August, 1864, 
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Organization of troops in the Middle Military D 


t iviston, commanded by 
Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, t 


"SS. Army, August 31, 1864. 
ESCORT. 
6th U.S. Cavalry, Capt. Iva W. Clatlin. 
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON. 
Maj. Gen. Cumisrorner C. AuGUR. 
SIGNAL CORPS. 
Capt. Wintiaa B. Rox. 
LIGHT ARTILLERY DEPOT ANID CAMP OF INSTRUCTION. * 
Brig. Gén. ALBION LP. HOWE. 


Massachusetts Light, 16th Battery, Capt. Henry D. Scott. 

New York Light, 6th Battery, Capt. Joseph W. Martin. 
Pennsylvania Light, Battery C, Capt. James Thompson, 

1st United States, Batteries A and F, Lieut. Hardman P. Norris. 
2d United States, Batteries C and E, Lieut. James 8S. Dudley. 
3d United States, Batteries L and M, Lieut. Erskine Gittings. 
4th United States, Battery A, Lieut. Rufus King, jr. 


PROVISIONAL BRIGADES. 
Maj. Gen. Sinas CASEY. 


Detacliments Ist, 2d, 19th, 23d, 27th, 31st, 39th, 43d, and 102d U. 8. Colored Troops, 
Lieut. Charles E, Graham. 


Detachments 28th and 29th U.S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Daniel Brooks. 
45th U.S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Edward Thorn. 


HARDIN’S DIVISION.+ 
Brig. Gen. Martin D, Harbin. 
First Brigade. 

Col. J. HowARD KITCHING. 


6th New York Heavy Artillery, Maj. Absaloin Crookston, 
9th New York Heavy Artillery (five companies), Maj. James W. Snyder. 
13th New York Cavalry, Company A, Capt. Charles H. Hatch. 
41st New York (six companies), Lieut. Col. Detleo von Einsiedel. 
ist Battalion Pennsylvania Artillery (two companies), Capt. Samuel Riddle. 
2d U.S. Artillery, Battery I, Lieut. William P. Graves. 
3d U.S. Artillery, Battery G, Capt. Lewis L, Young. 


Second Brigade. 
Lieut. Col. Horacr G. THOMAS. 


4th and 10th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps (ten companies), Lieut. Col. Benezet FP. 
Foust. g 
7th and 21st U. 8. Veteran Reserve Corps (twelve companies), Maj. John I. Callis. 
Michigan Light Artillery, 11th Battery, Capt. Charles Heine. 
1st Company New Hampshire Heavy Artillery, ? @, harlesuhieelvone 
1st Provisional Battalion Heavy Artillery, § Capt. Charles H. Long. 


*Or Camp Barry, commanded by Maj. James A. Hall. 

tHeadquarters at Washington City. ‘Troops at Ports Baker, Bayard, Bunker 
Mill, Carroll, Dayis, De Russy, Du Pont, Gaines, Greble, Kearny, Lincoln, Mahan, 
Mansfield, Meigs, Reno, Ricketts, Simmons, Slocum, Smead, Snyder, Stanton, Ste- 
vens, Sumuer, Wagner, and Batteries Cameron, Kemble, Parrott, and Vermont. 
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Third Brigade. 
Lieut. Col. Joun H. OBERTEUFFER. 
Massachusetts Heavy Artillery (eight companies).* 
Fort Foote, Md. 
Capt. OLIVER J. CONANT. 
Maine Coast Guard, Company B, Capt. Oliver J. Conant, 


Michigan Light Artillery, 13th Battery, Capt. Charles Dupont. 
2a Company New Hampshire Heavy Artillery, Lieut. George P. Thyng. 


DISTRICT OF Sk. MARY’S, MD. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES BARNES. | 


11th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Col. J. Egbert Farnum. 

20th U. 8. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Col. George A. Washburne. 
5th Massachusetts Cavalry (colored), Maj. Horace N. Weld. 

Wisconsin Light Artillery, 2d Battery, Capt. Charles Beger. 


FORT WASHINGTON, MD. 


Col. HORACE BROOKS. 
Maine Coast Guard, Company A, Capt. Charles Barker. 
DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON. 
Col. Moses N. WISEWELL.t 
First Brigade. 
Col. GEORGE W. GILE. 


1st U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Col. Frederick E.Trotter. 
6th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Col. Frederic 8. Palmer. 
9th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Col. Robert E. Johnston. 
19th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Maj. John H. Donovan. 
22d U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Col. Allan Rutherford. 
24th U.S, Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Col. John F, Marsh. 


Not brigaded. 


150th Pennsylvania, Company K, Capt. Thomas Getehell. 
Jnion Light Guard Ohio Cavalry, Lieut, James B. Jameson. 
U.S, Ordnance Detachment, Maj. James G. Benton. 


DE RUSSY’S DIVISION.+ 
Brig. Gen, Gustavus A. Dr Russy. 
First Brigade. 

Col. Josepu N. G. WHISTLER. 


10th New York Heavy Artillery, Col. G. De Peyster Arden. 
Ist Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery H, Capt. Andrew Fagan. 
Ist Rhode Island Light Artillery, Battery H, Capt. Crawford Allen, jr. 
Ist U.S. Artillery, Battery E, Lieut. Frank S. French. 
2d U.S. Artillery, Battery G, Lieut. James E. Wilson. 
*The 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, L0th, 11th, 12th, and’ 14th Independent Companies; atter- 
ward the Third Regiment Heavy Artillery. 
tMilitary governor. 
{Headquarters at Fort Corcoran, Troops at Morts Barnard, Berry, Ethan Allen, 
kUsworth, Farmsworth, Garesehé, Lyon, Marcy, O’Rorke, Richardson, Reynolds, 
Scott, Ward, Weed, Willard, Williams, Worth, and Battery Rodgers. 
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Second Brigade. 
Col. TnoMAS WILMELM. 


74th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Alexander von Mitzel. 

13th New York Cayalry, Company C, Capt. Hobart EK. Fitzgerald. 
Ist New York Light Artillery, Battery K, Capt. Solon W. Stocking. 

Provisional Battalion (three companies), Capt, Nelson J. Strickland. 


Third Brigade. 
Col. WitiiaM HEINE. 


103 New York, Lieut. Col. Andrew Wettstein. 
104th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Thompson D. Hart. 
3d U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Maj. William H. IH. Beadle. 
3d Company Unattached Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Lieut. Edwin Thomas. 
15th Company Unattached Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Lieut. Edward J. Russell. 
Indiana Light Artillery, 16th Battery, Capt. Charles R. Deming. 
ist New York Light Artillery, Battery F, Capt. William R. Wilson. 
Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery I, Lieut. Louis M. Johnston. 


Fourth Brigade, 


Col. ADDISON FARNSWORTII, 


Maryland Light Artillery, Battery D, Capt. John M. Bruce. 

Ist West Virginia Light Artillery, Battery C, Capt. Wallace Hill, 

1st Wisconsin Heavy Artillery, Company A, Capt. Wallace M. Spear. 
12th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Maj. James Johnston. 


CAVALRY BRIGADE. 
Col. Henry M. Lazer. 


13th New York, Col. Henry 8. Gansevoort. 
16th New York, Maj. Giles G. Horton. 


DISTRICT OF ALEXANDRIA. 
brig. Gen. JOUN P. SLOUGH.* 


ist District of Columbia (four companies), Lieut. Col. Robert Boyd. 
2d District of Columbia, Col. Charles*M. Alexander. 
42d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Joseph Stedinan. 
26th Michigan, Company F, Capt. Edmund Richardson. 
Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery H, Lieut. Theodore M. Finley. 


PROVOST DETACHMENTS. 

Lieut. Col. Henry H. WELLs.t 
2d District of Columbia, Company A, Lieut. John W. Peck. 
2d District of Columbia, Company B, Capt. John B. Morris. 
1st Michigan Cavalry, Company D, Capt. Thurlow W. Lusk. 


16th New York Cavalry, Company G, Capt. James A. McPherson. 
12th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detachment), Capt. Rufus D. Pettit, 


RENDEZVOUS OF DISTRIBUTION, 
Lieut. Col. SAamMurL McKervy. 


14th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detachment), Lieut. Col. Carlile Boyd. 
Provisional Detachment; conscripts, &c., Capt. Alvah W. Briggs. 


* Military governor, - 
+ Provost-marshal-general, Defenses South of the Potomac. 
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CAVALRY DIVISION. * 
Col. WILLIAM GAMBLE. 
FIRST DIVISION. 


Capt. BENJAMIN FEF, ROCKAFELLOW. 


First Brigade. 
Lieut. CHARLES A. PARKER. 


1st Michigan, ) 
5th Michigan, | 
6th Michigan, + Detachinents. 
7th Michigan, 


Second Brigade. 
Lieut. WILLIAM J. ALLEN. 


4th New York, | 


6th New York : 
oth New York, \ Detachments. 


17th Pennsylvania, 


Reserve Brigade. 


Lieut. MARCELLUS E. JONES. 


19th New York (1st Dragoons), 


6th Pennsylvania, 
ist Rhode Island, 
1st United States, 
2d United States, 
5th United States, 
6th United States, 


| Detachments. 


SECOND DIVISION, 


Capt. JaMES T. PEALE. 


First Brigade. 
Lieut. GEorRGE W. Brooks. 


1st Massachusetts, 
1st New Jersey, | 
10th New York, 

6th Ohio, 

1st Pennsylvania, 
3d Pennsylvania, 


Detachments. 


Second Brigade. 
Capt. RopERt A, ROBINSON. 


1st Maine, 

2d Pennsylvania, 
4th Pennsylvania, 
8th Pennsylvania, 
13th Pennsylvania, 
16th Pennsylvania, j 


Detachments. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Maj. HENRY W. SAWYER. 


First Brigade. 


Capt. RopERT LOUDON. 


Ist Connecticut, 
2d New York, 


3d New York 
5th New York, Detachments. 
2d Ohio, 
18th Pennsylvania, 
CAMP 


Second Brigade. 
Lieut. GEORGE W. Byarp. 


8th Illinois, 

3d Indiana, 

8th New York, 
22d New York, } Detachments. 
25th New York, | 


Ist Ohio, 
1st Vermont, 


MISCELLANY. 


Lieut. Col. Ricuarp F. Moson. 


UNATTACHED. 


1st New Hampshire (detachment), Maj. Joseph F. Andrews. 


*Consisting of detachments belonging to the cavalry of th : 
and Middle Military Division. a bets Suara e eore 
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MUDDY BRANCH, MD. 
8th Illinois Cavalry, Maj. John M, Waite. 
HOSPITAL GUARDS, 
Surg, Ropert O. ABBor, 
CAVALRY DEPOT (GIESBOROUGH POINT), 
Col, GkorGE A. H. BLakeE, 
Fase hacpenvaON canadien E Veteren Lecerve Corps, Lieut, fren bald W. 
MeKillip. 
FREEDMAN’S VILLAGE. 
U, 8. Veteran Reserve Corps (two companies), Capt. George B, Carse, 
RAILWAY GUARD. 
18th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (six companies), Col. Charles F. Johnson, 
NOT BRIGADED. 
84th New York State Militia, Col. Frederick A. Conkling. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Maj. Gen. Darius N. Coucn. 
CARLISLE, PA. 


Cavalry Depot (Carlisle Barracks), Capt. William B. Royall. 
Draft Rendezvous, Capt. David P. Hancock. 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 
Patapsco (Maryland) Guards, Capt. Thomas 8. McGowan. 
201st Pennsylvania Infantry, Col. F. Asbury Awl. 
1st Battalion Pennsylvania Infautry, Lieut. Col. Charles Stewart. 
Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company), Capt. George D. Stroud. 
Keystone (Pennsylvania) Battery, Capt. Matthew Hastings. 
CHELTON HILL (CAMP WILLIAM PENN), PA, 
Lieut. Col. Louis WAGNER. 

45th U.S. Colored Troops (six companies), Maj. James T. Bates. 


127th U.S. Colored Troops (five companies), Lieut. William P, Roberts, 
Independent Company A, U.S. Colored Troops, Lieut, Enon M. Harris, 


GREENCASTLE, PA. 


Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company), Capt. Edward B, Sanno, 
Detachment Signal Corps, Lieut. Amos M, Thayer. 


HARRISBURG, PA. 
; Capt. RicuarD I, DopGr, 
16th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Col. Charles M. Prevost. 


50th Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Jieut. Benjamin C. Cook, 
Convalescent Battery, Lieut. John T. Kingsbury. 
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PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE CADWALADER. 


186th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry A. Frink. 
46th Comune 2a Battalion, i. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Capt. Thomas C. Kendall. 
51st Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Capt. Edward L. Stratton. 
52d Company, 24 Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Frank H. Coles. 
53d Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Capt. J ohn R. Fellman. 
55th Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Capt. Oliver D. Peabody. 
57th Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Capt. William Brian. 
105th Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Thomas Matthews. 
131st Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Capt. John K. Murphy. 
162d Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Capt. Max yon Amelunxen, 


DISTRICT OF THE MONONGAHELA.* 
Brig. Gen. THomas A, ROWLEY. 
ist New York Light Artillery, Battery A, Capt. Thomas H. Bates. 
21st U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Company I, Capt. Greenlief P. Davis. 
109th Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. John L. Graham. 
POTTSVILLE, PA. 
Capt. Jostaw C. HULLINGER.t 


50th Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detachment), Sergt. Jere- 
miah Alcorn. 
2ist Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company D, Lieut. James C. Patton. 


SHIMPSTOWN, PA. 
Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company), Capt. Christian B. Hebble. 
YORK, PA. 
Surg. HENRY PALMER. 
108th Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. William Mitchell. 
BLOOMSBURG, PA. 
Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company), Capt. Bruce Lambert. 
McCONNELLSBURG, PA. 


Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company), Capt. Edward M. Warren. 


FORT MIFFLIN, PA. 


Lieut. Col. DANIEL P. WHITING. 


MIDDLE DEPARTMENT (EIGHTH ARMY CORPS), 
Maj. Gen. Lewis WALLACE. 
FIRST SEPARATE BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. Erastus B. TY Er. 


1st Maryland Eastern Shore, Maj. John R. Keene. 

11th Maryland, Col. William T. Landstreet. 

12th Maryland (five companies), Lieut. Col. John L. Bishop. 

93d .New York (militia), Col. William R. W. Chambers. 

195th Pennsylvania, Col. Joseph W. Fisher. 

1st Delaware Cavalry (seven companies), Lieut. Col. Napoleon B. Knight. 
8th New York Heavy Artillery (detachment), Li Willi 
9th New York Heavy Artillery (detachment), : ents Walbar H.Courmey. 
3d Pennsylvania Artillery, Battery H, Capt. William D. Rank. 


* Capt. Samuel L. Fullwood, commanding Post of Pittsburg. 
tCommanding Lehigh District. 
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SECOND SEPARATE BRIGADE. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. WrLtram W. Morris. 


5th Massachusetts Infantry, Col. George H. Peirson. 
91st New York, Lieut. Col. Jonathan Tarbell. 
2d U.S. Artillery, Batteries H and K, Capt. Frank H. Larned. 


THIRD SEPARATE BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY H. Lockwoop. 


1st Maryland Eastern Shore, Company B, Capt. John E. Graham. 
8th Massachusetts, Col. Benjamin F. Peach, jr. 
193d Pennsylvania (detachment). 
194th Pennsylvania, Col. James Nagle. 
71st Soeey, 2d Battalion, U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Robert J. Suther- 
and. 
72d Company, 2d Battalion, U. 8. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Frank P. Gross. 
89th Company, 2d Battalion, U. 8. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lient. Nelson Bronson. 
95th Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Vivian K. Spear. 
143d Company, 2d Battalion, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Horatio Roberts 
10th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (four companies), Col. David P. De Witt. 
Independent Cavalry Company (Maryland), Capt. George W. P, Smith. 


ANNAPOLIS, MD. 
Col. ADRIAN R. Roor. 


96th Company, 2d Battalion, U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Capt. Horace F. Cross- 

man. 

118th and 119th Companies, 2d Battalion, U. 8. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. 
Charles Reynolds. 


WILMINGTON, DEL. 
Col. SAMUEL M. BOWMAN.” 


193d Pennsylvania (detachment), Col. John B. Clark. ; 
2d Battalion, U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detachments), Lieut. James Lewis. 


DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. GEORGE CROOK. 
FIRST DIVISION. 


Col. JosEPH THOBURN, 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. GEORGE D. WELLS. Col. WILLIAM G. ELy, 
34th Massachusetts, Maj. Harrison W. | 18th Connecticut, Maj. Henry Peale. 
Pratt. fateh 2d Maryland Eastern Shore, Col. Rob- 
116th Ohio, Col. James Washburn. ert S. Rodgers. — 
123d Ohio, Col. William T. Wilson. 1st West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Jacob 
5th New York Heavy Artillery, 2d Bat- Weddle. — alae 
talion, Maj, Caspar Urban. | 4th ee ea Capt. Benjamin D. 
oswell. 
12th West Virginia, Capt. Erastus G. 
Bartlett. 


* Commanding District of Delaware. 
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Third Brigade. 
Col. THomas M. HARRIS. 


23d Illinois (five companies), Capt. David P. Moriarty. 
54th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John P. Linton. 

10th West Virginia, Maj. Henry H. Withers. 

11th West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Van H. Bukey. 

15th West Virginia, Maj. John W. Holliday. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Col. Isaac H. DuVAL. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. RUTHERFORD B. HAYEs. Col. DANIEL D, JOHNSON. 
23d Ohio, Lieut. Col. James M. Comly. | 34th Ohio, Maj. Luther Furney. 
36th Ohio, Col. Hiram F. Devol. 91st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Coates, 
5th West Virginia, Col. AbiaA. Tomlin- | 9th etek Virginia, Maj. Benjamin M. 
son. Skinner. 
13th West Virginia, Col. William R. | 14th West Virginia, Lieut. Col. George 
Brown. } W. Taggart. 


DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY.* 
Brig. Gen. JOHN D. STEVENSON. 
KENLY’S BRIGADE. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN R. KENLY. 


2d Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, Lieut. Col. G. Ellis Porter. 
3d Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, Col. Charles Gilpin. 
49th Pennsylvania,t Lieut. Col. Baynton J. Hickman. 


CAVALRY. 


12th Pennsylvania, Col. Lewis B. Pierce. 
Loudoun (Virginia) Rangers, Capt. Daniel M. Keyes. 
Remount Camp, Capt. James H. Stevenson. 


ARTILLERY, 


Kentucky Light, 1st Battery, Capt. Daniel W. Glassie. 
Maryland Light, Baltimore Battery, Capt. Frederic W. Alexander. 
Maryland Light, Battery A,} Capt. James H. Rigby. 

5th New York Heavy (eight companies), Col. Samuel Graham. 
New York Light, 30th Battery, Capt. Alfred von Kleiser. 

New York Light, 32d Battery, Capt. Charles Kusserow. 

Ohio Light, Ist Battery, Capt. George P. Kirtland. 

Ist Ohio Light, Battery L, Capt. Frank C. Gibbs. 

ist Pennsylvania Light, Battery G, Capt. Beldin Spence. 
Pennsylvania Light, Battery F,* Capt. Nathaniel Irish. 

ist West Virginia Light, Battery A, Capt, George Furst. 


UNATTACHED, 


Ist Maryland Potomac Home Brigade (infantry), Lieut. Col. Roger E. Cook. 
Independent Company Pennsylvania Engineers, Capt. S. Crawford Smith. 


*For composition of the Third Brigade, First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps 
(serving in this district), see p. 985. 

t Also reported in Third Brigade, First Division, Sixth Army Corps. 

{ Dismounted and acting as infantry. 
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WEST OF SLEEPY CREEK. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. BeNuaMIn F. Keiiry. 


2d Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, Company K, Capt. Peter B. Petrie. 
6th West Virginia, Maj. John H. Showalter. 
11th West Virginia (four companies), Maj. James L. Simpson. 
2d Yet Potomae Home Brigade, Company F (cavalry), Capt. Norval Me- 
inley. ; 
3d Company Ohio Cavalry (detachment), Capt. Harry Pease. 
8th Ohio Cavalry (detachment), Lieut. Col. Robert Youart. 
1st West Virginia Cavalry, Company A, Capt. Harrison H. Hagans. 
5th West Virginia Cavalry, Company G, Capt. Michael Donohue. 
6th West Virginia Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Francis W. Thompson. 
1st Dlinois Light Artillery, Battery L, Lieut. John McAfee. 
Maryland Light Artillery, Battery B, Capt. Alonzo Snow. 
ist West Virginia Light Artillery, Battery D, Capt, John Carlin. 
1st West Virginia Light Artillery, Battery H, Lieut. John E. Morgan. 


KANAWHA VALLEY FORCES. 
Brig. Gen. JEREMIAH C. SULLIVAN. 
7th West Virginia Cavalry, Maj. Hedgeman Slack. 
FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION.* 
Brig. Gen. ALFRED N, Durrif. 
1st Maryland Potomac Home Brigade,t Col. Henry A. Cole. 
ist New York (Veteran), Lieut. Col. John S. Platner. 
15th New York, Col. Robert M. Richardson. 
21st New York, Maj. John 8. Jennings. 
20th Pennsylvania, Lient. Col. Gabriel Middleton. 
SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM W, AVERELL. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. JAMES M, SCHOONMAKER. Col. WILLIAM H. Power, 
8th Ohio (detachment), Maj. James W. | Ist New York (Lincoln), Maj. Timothy 


Shaw. Quinn. 
14th Pennsylvania, Maj. Shadrach Foley. | 1st West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Charles E. 


22d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col, Andrew J. Capehart. 
Greenfield. 2d West Virginia, Lieut. Col. John J. 
Hoffman. 


3d West Virginia, Maj. Lot Bowen. 


Artillery. 
5th United States, Battery L, Lieut. Gulian V. Weir. 
ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 
Capt. Henry A. Du Pont. 


1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery D, Capt. Andrew Rosney. 
5th U.S. Artillery, Battery B, Capt. Henry A. Du Pont. 
ist West Virginia Light Artillery, Battery E, Capt. Alexander C. Moore. 


* But see organization as directed in General Orders, No. 13, August 29, p. 958. 
+See also Lowell’s brigade (p. 986), to which it was assigned August 9. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


FREDERICK, MD. 


1324 Company, 2d Battalion, U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. James Drysdale. 


WIIBELING, W. VA. 


Virginia Exempts, Capt. Ewald Over. 


SIXTH ARMY CORPS. 


Maj. Gen. Horario G. WRIGHT 


ESCORT. 


Ist Michigan Cavalry, Company G, Lieut. William H. Wheeler. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Davibp A. RUSSELL. 


First Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM H. PRNROSE. 


4th New Jersey, Capt. Robert 8S. John- 
ston. 
10th New Jersey, Maj. Lambert Boeman. 
15th New Jersey, Lieut. Col. Edward L. 
Campbell. $ 


Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. EMory UPTON. 


65th New York,* Col. Joseph E. Hamb- 
lin. 

121st New York, Lieut. Col. Egbert Ol- 
cott. 

95th Pennsylvania, Capt. Francis J. 
Randall. 

96th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William 
H. Lessig. 

2d Connecticut Heavy Artillery, Col. 

Ranald 8. Mackenzie. 


Third Brigade. 


Col. OLIVER EpDWARDs. 


37th Massachusetts,t Lieut. Col. George L. Montague. 
49th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Baynton J. Hickman. 
82d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John M. Wetherill. 
119th Pennsylvania,t Lieut. Col. Gideon Clark. 
2d Rhode Island (battalion), Capt. Elisha H. Rhodes. 
5th Wisconsin (battalion), Capt. Charles W. Kempf. 


SECOND 


DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Grorar W. Gerry, 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. FRANK WHEATON. 


62d New York, Lieut. Col. Theodore B. 
Hamilton, 

93d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John §S. 

Long. 

98th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John B. 
Kohler. 

102d Pennsylvania, Maj. Thomas Mc- 
Laughlin. 

139th Pennsylvania, Maj. Robert Munroe. 


Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Lewis A, GRANT. 


2d Vermont, Lieut. Col. AmasaS.Tracy. 
3d Vermont(battalion), 2 Col. George P. 
4th Vermont, Foster. 
5th Vermont, Capt. Friend H. Barney. 
6th Vermont, Capt. Martin W. Davis. 
11th Vermont (1st Heavy Artillery), Col. 
James M. Warner. 


* Detachment 67th New York attached. 
t Detachments 7th and 10th Massachusetts attached. 
{Detachment 23d Pennsylvania attached. 
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Third Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. DANIEL D. BIDWELL. 


7th Maine, Maj. Stephen C. Fletcher. 

43d New York, Lieut. Col. Volkert V. Van Patten. 
49th New York, Lieut. Col. Erastus D. Holt. 

Tith New York, Lieut. Col. Winsor B. French. 

122d New York, Maj Jabez M. Brower. 

61st Pennsylvania, Capt. Charles S. Greene. 


THIRD DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. ae RICKETTs. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Col. WILLIAM EMERSON. Col. J. WARREN KEIFER. 


14th New Jersey, Maj. Peter Vreden- 6th Maryland, Col. John W. Horn. 
burgh, jr. 110th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Otho H. Binkley. 
106th New York, Capt. Samuel Parker. 122. Ohio, Col. William H. Ball. : 
151st New York, Lieut. Col. Thomas M. | 126th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aaron W. Ebright. 


Fay. Bh 67th Pennsylvania, Lieut. John F. Young. 
87th Pennsylvania, Col. John W. Schall. | 138th Pennsylvania, Maj. Lewis A. May. 
10th Vermont, Maj. Edwin Dillingham. 9th New York Heavy Artillery, Maj. 


Charles Burgess, 
ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 
Col. CHARLES H. TOMPKINS. 


Maine Light, 5th Battery (E), Capt. Greenleaf T. Stevens. 
Massachusetts Light, 1st a (A), Lient. Jacob Federhen. 
New York Light, lst Battery, Capt. Andrew Cowan. 

ist Rhode Island Light, Battery C, Capt. Richard Waterman. 
ist Rhode Island Light, Battery G, Capt. George W. Adams. 
5th United States, Battery M, Capt. James McKnight. 


DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS. 
Byt. Maj. Gen. WILLIAM H. Emory. 
FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DwiGutT. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 

Bvt. Brig. Gen. GEORGE L. BEAL. Brig. Gen. JAMES W. MCMILLAN. 
29th Maine, Maj. William Knowlton. 12th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Frank H. 
30th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Francis | Peck. 

H. Whittier. | 18th Maine, Col. Henry Rust, jr. 
90th New York, Lieut. Col. Nelson | 15th Maine, Col. Isaac Dyer. 
Shaurman. ; 160th New York, * Lieut. Col, John B. Van 
114th New York, Col. Samuel R. Per Lee. | Petten. 
116th New York, Col. George M. Love. | 47th Pennsylvania, Col. Tilghman H. 
153d New York, Col. Edwin P. Davis. | Good. 


8th Vermont, Col. Stephen Thomas. 


1 
Third Brigade.t 
Col. Leonard D. H. CURRIE. 


30th Maine, Capt. George W. Itandall. 

133d New York, Maj. Anthony J. Allaire. 

162d New York, Col. Justus W. Blanchard. 

165th New York (six companies), Licut. Col. Gouverneur Carr. 
173d New York, Maj. George W. Rogers. 


*Detachment of non-veterans 90th New Fork Mitached: 
t Serving in the District of Harper’s Ferry. 
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Artillery. 
New York Light, 5th Battery, Lieut. John V. Grant. 
SECOND DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. CUVIER GROVER. 
First Brigade. f Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Henry W. BIRGE. Col. JACOB SHARPE. 
9th Connecticut, Col. Thomas W. Cahill. | 38th Massachusetts, Maj. Charles F. 


12th Maine, Col. William K. Kimball. Allen. 

14th Maine, Col. Thomas W. Porter. 128th New York, Lieut. Col. James P. 
26th Massachusetts, Col. Alpha B. Farr. Foster. 

14th New Hampshire, Col. Robert Wilson. | 156th New York, Lieut. Col. Alfred 
75th New York, Col, Robert B, Merritt. Neafie. 


175th New York (three companies), Capt. 
Charles McCarthey. 
176th New York, Maj. Charles Lewis. 


Second Brigade. Fourth Brigade. 
Col. Epwarp L. MOLINEUX. Col. Davip SHUNK. 
11th Indiana, Col. Daniel Macauley. 8th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Alexander J. 
22d Iowa, Col. Harvey Graham. Kenny. 


131st New York, Col. Nicholas W. Day. 18th Indiana, Col. Henry D. Washburn. 
159th New York, Lieut. Col. William | 24th Iowa, Col. John Q. Wilds. 


Waltermire. 28th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Bartholomew W. 
3d Massachusetts Cavalry (dis- Wilson. 

mounted), Col. Lorenzo D. Sar- | 

gent. 


_ Artillery. 
Maine Light, lst Battery (A), Capt. Albert W. Bradbury. 
RESERVE ARTILLERY. 


Capt. Evizan D. Tarr. 


Indiana Light, 17th Battery, Capt. Milton L. Miner. 
Ist Rhode Island Light, Battery D, Capt. William W. Buckley. 


CAVALRY. 
Brig. Gen. ALFRED T. A. TORBERT. 
ESCORT. 
1st Rhode Island, Maj. Preston M. Farrington. 
FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. WesLeyY MErRRIT?. 


First Brigade. Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Grorer A. CUSTER. Col. CHARLES R. LOWELL, Jr. 
1st Michigan, Maj. Thomas M. Howri- | 1st Maryland Potomae Home Brigade, 
gan, Maj. Alexander M. Flory. 
5th Michigan, Col. Russell A. Alger. 2d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Casper 
6th Michigan, Col. James H. Kidd. Crowninshield. 
7th Michigan, Maj. Melvin Brewer. 25th New York, Maj. Charles J. Seymour. 
Second Brigade. Reserve Brigade. 
Col. THoMas C. Drvin. Col. ALFRED GiBBs 


4th New York, Lieut. Col. William R. | 19th New York (1st Dragoons), Maj 
beck) ’ EA JO 


Parnell. Howar - 
6th New York, Maj. William E. Beards- | gth Penne visi ay or oa ae 
, a, aj. s A 


ley. F ; aS . 

9th’ New York, Lieut. Col. George §. py eae CUA Oe maha anmeete:| ME 
Nichols. ; 9 ini : 4. (64, 

17th Pennsylvania, Maj. Coe Durland. 2d U Ete ess Capt. Robert S. 


5th United States, Lieut. Gustavus 
Urban. 
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Artillery. 


ist United States, Batteries K and L, Lieut. Franck E. Taylor. 
2d United States, Battery D, Lieut. Edward B. Williston. 


THIRD DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES H. WILson. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JoHn B. McIntosn. | Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. CHAPMAN. 
| 

1st Connecticut, Col. Erastus Blakeslee. | 3d Indiana (detachment), Lieut. Ben- 
3d New Jersey, Lieut. Col. Charles C. jamin F. Gilbert. 

Suydam. 1st New Hampshire (seven companies), 
2d New York (four companies), Capt. | Col. John L. Thompson. 

Walter C. Hull. 8th New York, Lieut. Col. William H. 
5th New York, Lieut. Col. William P. Benjamin. 

Bacon. 22d New York, Maj. Caleb Moore. 
2d oie Lieut. Col. George A. Puring- | Ist Vermont, Col. William Wells. 

on. 


18th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William | 
P. Brinton. 


RESERVE HORSE ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 
Capt. LA Ruetr L. Livinaston. 


2d United States, Batteries B and L, Lieut. Charles H. Peirce. 

2d United States, Battery M,* Lieut. Carle A. Woodruff. 

3d United States, Batteries C, F, and K, Capt. Dunbar R. Ransom. 
4th United States, Batteries C and E,* Lieut. Charles L. Fitzhugh. 


Abstract from return of the Department of the East, Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,t U. S.° 
Army, commanding, for the month of August, 1864. 
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Troops in the Department of the East, Maj. Gen. John A, Dia,t U. 8. 
Army, commanding, August 31, 1864. 


CITY AND HARBOR OF NEW YORK. 
Brig. Gen. Lewis C, HuNT. 
Fort Hamilton. 

Maj. DICKINSON WOODRUFF. 


69th New York State National Guard, Companies D and H, Capt. Michael O’Boyle. 
3d United States, Lieut. Joseph Hale. 

12th United States (invalid company), Lient. Edwin M. Coates. 

5th U. 8. Artillery (detachment), Lieut. Thomson P. McElrath. 


* Serving with Third Cavalry Division. / 
tMaj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army, second in command, 
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Fort Lafayette. 
Lieut. Col. MARTIN BURKE. 


7th United States, Company*A, Lieut. Constant Williams. 
7th United States, Company E, Lieut. James Cullen. 
10th United States (detachment), Lieut. Claude 8, Robertson. 


Fort Columbus. 
Capt. Joun D. WILKINS. 


New York Light Artillery, 20th Battery (detachment), Capt. B. Franklin Ryer. 
U.S. General Service Recruits. 


Fort Richmond. 
Col. JAMES BAGLEY. 
69th New York State National Guard, Col. James Bagley. 
Sandy Hook. 
Lieut. Col. ENocH STEEN. 
New York Light Artillery, 28th Battery, Capt. Josiah C. Hannum. 

Fort Schuyler. 

Maj. Henry D. WALLEN. 


7th United States (eight companies), Maj. Henry D. Wallen. 
31st U. S. Colored Troops (detachment). 


Fort Wood. 
Col. CHARLES 8S. MERCHANT. 


6th United States, Lieut. Col. Heury B. Clitz. 
Permanent Party, Lieut. Joseph B. Rife. 


Battery Barracks. 
Capt. HAMILTON S. HAWKINS. 


6th United States (detachment), Capt. Hamilton S. Hawkins. 
New York Light Artillery, 20th Battery (detachment). 


Hart’s Island. 
Brig. Gen. NATHANIEL J. JACKSON. 


31st U. 8. Colored Troops (detachment), Maj. Charles A. Wells. 
Garrison Battalion, Maj. Matthias 8. Euen. 
Battalion of Recruits, Maj. Augustus C. Tate. 


BOSTON HARBOR AND MASSACHUSETTS SEA-COAST DEFENSES, 
Lieut. Col. Dk Lancny FLoyp-JonEs. 
Clark’s Point (New Bedford). 
Capt. CALEB E, NreBUHR. 
1st Battalion Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Company B, Capt. Caleb E. Niebuhr. 
Eastern Point (Fort Gloucester). 
Capt. FRANCIS E. PoRTER. 
2d Unattached Company Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Capt. Francis E. Porter. 
Fort Independence. 
Lieut. Col. Dr LANCEY FLOYD-JONEs. 


11th United States, 3d Battalion, Company A : : ; 
11th UnitedeStates, 2d Battalion, Company U , Capt. Alfred EB. Latimer. 
ith United States, Invalid Company A, Li 6 
Ist U.S. Artillery, Invalid Company A, leut. James Kennington. 
Ist Battalion Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Company D, Capt. Thomas J. Little. 
Long Point Batterics (Provincetown). 
Capt. Davin H. Dymrr. 
21st Unattached Company Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Capt. David H. Dyer. 
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Forts Pickering and Lee (Salem). 
Capt. JOHN G. BARNES. 
17th Unattached Company Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Capt. John G. Barnes. 

Fort Sewall (Marblehead). 

Capt. Lewis Sous. 
20th Unattached Company Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Capt. Lewis Soule. 
Fort Warren. 

Maj. STEPHEN CaABorT. 


15th Unattached Company Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Capt. Isaac A. Jen- 
nings. 
19th Unattached Company Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Capt. James M. Mason. 
1st Battalion Massachusetts Heavy Artillery (Companies A, C, E, and F), Capt. 
James H. Baldwin. 


DEFENSES OF PORTSMOUTH HARBOR AND MAINE SEA-COAST. 
Lieut. Col. SAMUEL K. Dawson. 
Fort Constitution. 
Capt. GEORGE C. HouGHTON. 


New Hampshire State Militia, Company A, Capt. George C. Houghton. 
Lafayette Artillery, New Hampshire State Militia, Company B, Capt. Joel H. Tarbell. 


Fort MeClary. 
Capt. GEORGE C. HouGuron. 
Maine State Guards, Company A, Capt. ‘Llewellyn J. Morse. 
Fort Knox. 
Lieut. THomMas H. PALMER. 
1st Maine Heavy Artillery (detachment), Lieut. Thomas H. Palmer. 
Fort Sullivan. 
Capt. THoMAS P. HUTCHINSON. 
Maine Coast Guard, Company C, Capt. Thomas P. Hutchinson. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Fort Adams, hk. I. 
Col. OLIVER L, SHEPHERD. 
15th United States, 3d Battalion, Company D, Capt. Henry C. Gapen. 
Fort Ontario, N. Y. 
Capt. RoBERT E, A. CROFTON. 
16th United States (detachment), Capt. Robert KE. A. Crofton. 
Portsmouth Grove, h. I. 
Capt. CHRISTOPHER BLANDING. 
Rhode island Hospital Guards, Company A, Capt. Christopher Blanding. 

Forts Preble and Scammel, Me. 

Maj. Gkorcr L. ANDREWS. 
17th United States, Invalid Companies A and B, Capt. William H. Walcott. 
Fort Trumbull, Conn. 

Capt. JoHN D, O'CONNELL. 


14th United States (detachment), Capt. John D. O’Connell. 
3d U.S. Artillery, Battery I, Lieut. Abram C. Wildrick. 


Fort Porter, N. Y. 
Capt. Epwin C. WILSON. 
Detachment Veteran Reserve Corps and recruits, Lient. Daniel T. Everts. 
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[AuGusr 4, 1864.—For Lee to Davis, relating to certain operations 
in the Shenandoah Valley, &c., see Vol. XLII, Part I, p. 1161.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August 8, 1864. (Via Staunton, Va.) 
General J. A. EARLY: 

Enemy has detached a division of cavalry with a body of infantry to 
Washington. General R. H. Anderson, with infantry and cavalry, is 
in Culpeper to observe their movements. 

k. E. LEH, 
General. 


RicumonD, VA., August 9, 1864. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Dunv’s Hill, Va.: 

Who shall relieve General Ransom in the Valley? Can General F. 
Lee; or would it [be] better to send his senior brigadier? We have 
unofficial intelligence that Generals McCausland and Johnson were 
surprised and routed near Moorefield, dispersing with heavy loss. 

JEFEFYN DAVIS. 


Dunn’s HILL, VA., August 9, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS: 

Dispatch of to-day received. General Early reports on the 8th that . 
McCausland had arrived in Hardy, having sustained very little loss; 
statements in Northern papers of his defeat untrue. Some commander 
should relieve Ransom. I think it best to send Fitz Lee’s senior brig- 
adier; will do so if you approve. 

k. KE. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
August 9, 1864, 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, 
Richmond: 

Sir: When applied to some time ago to devise some mode to relieve 
the people of the Northern Neck and the south side of the Rappahan- 
nock from outrages by the enemy, I advised that all citizens capable of 
bearing arms be organized for the defense of their property and fam- 
ilies. At the same time I inquired of Colonel Mosby if he could recom- 
mend some one, experienced in the kind of service which the necessities 
of the exposed districts will require, to aid in organizing the citizens 
and controlling their operations. He has recently replied to my letter 
and recommended very highly the bearer of this, Mr. Thomas W. 
Richards, as a man of approved courage, of good character, and fitted 
by experience for the duty. I therefore respectfully advise that you 
send Mr. Richards to the country in question with a letter to the most 
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prominent citizens explanatory of his object, and asking their co-oper- 
ation, at the same time giving him authority to raise a command for local 
defense in conformity to law, but strictly prohibiting him from receiv- 
ing any absentees from the army or persons liable to enrollment in the 
generalservice. I think such a command, well managed, will contribute 
greatly to the security of the people and their property. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E, LEE, 
General. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Avueusr 10, 1864, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 

Grant such authority as is recommended by General Lee. Let the 
officer have a certified copy of this letter from General Lee, which will 
be his best recommendation to the citizens of the Northern Neck. 
Refer him, too, to General Kemper, to whom he will report for the pres- 
ent, and will co-operate with the reserves. 

J. A. S., 
Secretary. 


HARRISONBURG, August 9, 1864. 
EDITOR WHIG: 

Defeat of McCausland. Our forces under Generals B. T. Johnson and 
McCausland suftered defeat near Moorefield, Hardy County, on Sunday 
morning last about daylight. They were surprised, attacked by forces 
under Averell, and stampeded and routed, the enemy capturing and 
killing 300 or 400 of Johnson’s men, 4 pieces of artillery, and 800 or 
900 horses. It was a perfect rout, our men scattering in wild disorder 
and confusion and running in different directions. Fuller particulars 


to-morrow. 
J. H. WARTMAN. 


{ Indorsement. ] 


AvuaGust 9, 1864, 


Respectfully submitted for the information of the President. , 
It is « copy of a press dispatch sent to the Whig. I have retained 


till officially advised. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


AUGUST 9, 1864, 
Major-General BRECKINRIDGE: 

GENERAL: I will move Rodes’ and Ramseur’s divisions in the morn- 
ing toward Martinsburg, and you will picket on the Charlestown road, 
as well as the Brucetown road, and toward Indian Springs. You must 
keep a vigilant lookout for the enemy and drive him back if he advances. 
I will go with Rodes and Ramseur myself. 


Respectfully, siege Rar 
is Lieutenant. General. 


992 OPERATIONS IN N. ¥A., W. VA., MD., AND PA. —_—[Cuar. LV. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
August 9, 1864. 
General BRECKINRIDGE: 


GENERAL: The movements of the enemy render it necessary for your 
command to be kept always ready to move at a moment’s notice. Men 
and officers must be keptincamp. All roads must be picketed in every 
direction. General Karly directs me to say that he wishes you to give 
your personal attention to this. 

T am, general, respectfully, &c., 
A. S. PENDLETON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
August 9, 1864—11 p.m. 
General BRECKINRIDGE: 

GENERAL: Move at sunrise to-morrow to Winchester. Colonel 
Allan will move his train, following your leading division. Take your 
artillery. 

By order of Lieutenant-General Early: 

A. S. PENDLETON, 
Assistant Adjutant-@eneral, 


RIcHMOND, VA., August 10, L864. 
General Rk. KE, LEE, 
Hdqrs. Army of Northern Virginia, near Petersburg, Va. : 

I accept your conclusion. General G. W.C. Lee not physically equal 
to the duty. Send the senior brigadier of Fitz Lee’s division. He will 
require temporary rank, being now junior to Brigadier-General Vaughn, 
unless the latter is ordered elsewhere. 

JEFI’N DAVIS. 


OFFICIAL AND RELIABLE. | AvGUST 10, 1864. 

Grant is gathering a large force at or near Harper’s Ferry. He 
(Grant) has been up giving direction, and has returned to the forces 
confronting Petersburg. The force at Harper’s Ferry will make an 
impetuous dash down the Valley; will try to get in the rear of Early 
and recapture all supplies, cut railroads, lay waste the crops, &e. 
The force now at or about Harper’s Ferry is estimated between 50,000 
and 60,000, cavalry, infantry, and artillery included. Grant will con- 
tinue to lie before Petersburg with what is left of his army, and will 
attack if there should be the least chance for success. They have on 
the upper Potomac between 7,000 and 8,000 cavalry. Plans, you see, 
have wonderfully changed since my last dispatch a few days ago. 
They have been marching and countermarching through the counties 
lying on the upper Potomac, no doubt to deceive Early and lead him in 
a trap. But we are in hopes Early may arrange matters and catch 
him. No troops in the county. Gold, 2604, so quoted in the papers; 
can’t be bought for that. 

Yours, We., 


DURST. 
N. B.—It is not known reliably who will be chief in command of all 
the forces at Harper’s Ferry, but most likely Hooker, as he has recently 


been ordered here from the Southwest. Hooker las by some means 
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gotten the name among the soldiers as “ Fighting Joe;” this reason, no 
doubt, has influenced the Administration in making the selection. . The 
army above don’t seem so full of fight; they seem jaded and tired. 
There is sickness prevailing in the ranks, 

Yours, &e., 


; DURST. 
(Copy to General R. EK. Lee.) 
SPECIAL ORDERS, ! AbJt. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 188. ) Richmond, August 10, 1864. 
* * * * ¥ * * 


XXXVI. Maj. Gen. L. L. Lomax will relieve Major-General Ran- 
som in the command of the cavalry attached to the corps of Lieutenant- 
General Early. Upon being relieved Major-General Ransom will re- 
port to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HbDQRs. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 188. i August 10, 1864. 
VI. Brig. Gen. Philip Cook, Provisional Army, C. 8S., is assigned 
to the command of the brigade of Rodes’ division formerly commanded 
by Brigadier-General Doles, and will report accordingly. 


By command ot General R. E. Lee: 
W. H., TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


AUGUST 10, 1864. 
Major-General BRECKINRIDGE : 

GENERAL: The enemy is reported advancing. There is no cavalry 
on the road from Charlestown and Berryville to Winchester, Imboden’s 
pickets having been cut in two. Keep a strict lookout and keep your 
torces in constant readiness; do not let us have another surprise. 

J. A. EARLY, 
Tieutenant-General, 


AuGuSY 11, 1864.—For Lee to Seddon, relative to cugagement at 
Moorefield, see p. 551.] 


WAR DEPARIMENT, C. 5S: A., 
Richmond, Vu., August 11, 1864. 
General Rt. K. Lin, 
Petersburg, Va.: 

Information through signal office, said to be reliable, from Washing- 
ton, of the 8th instant, states Grant and staff arrived in Washing- 
ton from Baltimore on the 6th, and that his army has been moving 
away rapidly from Petersburg since his unsuccessful mining feat. 
Troops and munitions in large numbers and quantities have recently 

63 RB R—VOL XLIUI, PT I 
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landed at Alexandria, Annapolis, Baltimore, and Washiagton trom 
Grant’s army. This accords with information from same source of 5th 
and 6th, which states that Sheridan and Hooker were in Washington; 
that 2,500 cavalry had arrived; that Grant and staff had gone to Har- 
per’s Ferry, and that Sheridan’s cavalry, 8,000, were all in Washington. 
Total force for operations in Maryland believed to be 50,000; total left 
at Petersburg about the same. Troops being sent to Harper’s Ferry 
and that region. Brigade of cavalry with artillery passed through 
Washington on 7th. You must estimate the worth of these reports. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August 11, 1804. 
ffon. J. A. SEDDON: 

Your dispatch of to-day received. General Grant has been at Har- 
per’s Ferry; General Sheridan has been placed in command of that 
department; the greater part of his cavalry has gone with him. The 
part of the Nineteenth Corps that has been serving here, and probably 
the Eighteenth Corps, are the only infantry, I believe, that have left 
General Meade. 

R. i. LEE, 


Mount JACKSON, August 11, 1864. 
T. H. WYNNE, Esq.: 

Yours received. On Sunday morning at daylight Averell, by having 
flanked the picket, guided by Union men of the county, came on the 
camp of Johuson’s brigade, and were on the First and Second Mary- 
land before they had uotice; they were dispersed, with a loss of fifty. 
The rest of the command fell back toward Moorefield, checking him as 
far as possible, until it reached the town, distant four miles, when the 
Twenty-first, Colonel Peters, and the Twenty-seventh [Battalion], Cap- 
tain Gibson, stopped his further pursuit. My command then moved off 
toward Mount Jackson, losing 150 to 175 killed, wounded, and missing, 
and 2 pieces of artillery and 2 ambulances. Part of MeCausland’s went 
up the Winchester road and part was with me. General McCausland 
being with me, I covered the movement on my road until all got off. He 
lost two pieces of artillery and fully as many prisoners as I did, and 
many more horses. TI lost our horses, besides those of prisoners, Will 
write fully. 

kB. T. JJOHNSON]. 


[Indorsement. | 


AvuGusT 11, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted for the information of the President. I have 
advised retention from publication. 
J, A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, 
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ORDNANCE OFFICE, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
August 11, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 
Staunton: 
Direct Major Leyden to send four of the seven Napoleons received by 
him to Captain Gregory, General Early’s army, at once. . 
By command of General Lee: 


, | B. G. BALDWIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding, Army of Northern Virginia. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) IHbQrs. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 189. § August 11, 186-4. 


IV. Brig. Gen. A. C, Godwin, Provisional Army, ©. 8., is assigned to 
the command of the brigade of EKarly’s division formerly commanded by 
General Hoke, and will report accordingly. 


* * * * * * * 


By 2ommand of General R. E. Lee: 
W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


HEADQUARTERS, 
slugust 11, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. Rk. H. ANDERSON: 


GENERAL: The Washington Chronicle of the 8th states that General 
Sheridan has superseded General Hunter in command of the troops on 
the upper Potomac, and I believe that the greater part of his cavalry 
has been detached by General Grant and sent to Washington and Bal- 
timore. This morning General Hampton commences his march for Cul- 
peper, with his division, to report to you. It is desirable that the 
presence of our troops be felt beyond the Rappahannock. You had 
better take position north of Culpeper Court-House and let the cavalry 
operate north of Rappahannock River. Should the enemy’s forces move 
west of the Blue Ridge range, leaving Washington uncovered, the cav- 
alry might cross the Potomac east of the mountains and demonstrate 
against that city. Should he concentrate all his cavalry in the Valley, 
unless it can be withdrawn by other operations ours must meet it, and 
General Hampton must take command of all the cavalry when united, 
Any enterprise that can be undertaken to injure the enemy, distract or 
separate his forces, embarrass his communications on the Potomac or 
on land, is desirable. If you can learn what troops have been detached 
from Grant’s army let me know. Prisoners and deserters state the 
Kighteenth Corps and the portion of the Nineteenth operating here 
have left. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R, EK, LEH, 
(reneral, 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
August 11, 1804. 
General Wapk HAMPTON, 
Commanding, ke. : 

GENERAL: I desire you to proceed with yowr division to Culpeper. 
On arrival you will report to Lieut. Gen. R. H. Anderson, commanding 
in that quarter. The object is to threaten the enemy’s flank and rear 
should he move across the Blue Ridge into the Valley, and to retain 
his forces about Washington for its protection. It is desirable that the 
presence of the troops in that region be felt, aud should the enemy 
move up the Potomac, leaving his capital uncovered, that the cavalry 
cross the Potomac, if practicable, east of the Blue Ridge. Should the 
enemy’s cavalry be concentrated in the Valley, ours must meet it, if it 
cannot cause its withdrawal by other operations. Specific instructions 
will be given you by General Anderson. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servaut, 
R. KE. LEE, 
General, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
August 11, 1804. 
General J. A. HARLY: 

Maj. Gen. L. L. Lomax has been directed to report to you to relieve 
General Ransom, in command. of cavalry. General Ransom on being 
relieved will report to the Adjutant-General, Richmond. 

Rk. E. LEE, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
August 11, 186-4. 
General J. A. HARLY: 

Washington Chronicle of the Sth states that Sheridan has super- 
seded Hunter. Another division of cavalry has been sent to General 
Anderson; communicate with him. 

RK. KE. LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
slugust 12, 1804. 
His Kxcellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States : 

Mr. PRESIDENT: | received last night your dispatch of the 11th giv- 
ing information of the enemy’s inovements.* | was awave of the depar- 
ture of a large part of Sheridan’s cavalry, and that he had taken com- 
mand of the Federal forces in the Valley. Torbert’s division is the 
only one that has yet reached that region, and I am not positive 
whether the whole of the other divisions have gone or not, though it is 
so reported. I thought it best, however, to move Hampton’s division 
to Culpeper, and it commenced its march yesterday. W.H. I’. Lee’sdivis- 
ion is retained, and I hope it will be sufficient for the protection of the 
railroad. If I find that the enemy’s cavalry here is superior to ours I 
will recall some of Hampton’s. I have assigned General H{ampton| to 


* See Vol. XLU, Part U, p. 1169. 
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the command of the cavalry. General Butler, he thinks, is best quali- 
fied to command his division; as he does so now by right of seniority I 
have recommended no change. The forces opposed to General Early 
consist of the Sixth and Eighth, two divisions of the Nineteenth, and 
the Thirteenth Corps; the latter recently arrived from New Orleans. 
General Early was at Newtown on the 11th, and the enemy, who, for 
the two previous days had been eudeavoring to approach his rear, was 
apparently moving toward Front Royal. I have directed General An- 
derson to move toward Thornton’s Gap and be governed by circum- 
stances. General Early reports that General Bradley Johnson’s bri- 
gade had been surprised in cainpnear Moorefield and routed, losing 
four guns. [have directed that if General J{olimson] is to blame he must 
be relieved from eommand. 

I went up to Howlett’s Thursday morning, having heard that the 
enemy had thrown a body of troops on the neck at Dutch Gap, with a 
view of endeavoring to drive them off. Their position was about two 
niles and a half from the battery, and Major Smith reported, from his 
experience on former occasions, owing to inferior powder, he could not 
be certain of throwing his shot more than 1,200 yards. I signaled to 
General Ewell to attack them from his side and to arrange with Cap- 
tain Mitchell to shell thei from his gun-boats. This I hoped would 
have been done that afternoon, but he could not complete his arrange- 
ments until yesterday afternoon, and then had to suspend the attack 
for an exchange of prisoners, previously arranged. The force, I under- 
stand, is composed partly of negroes, and that they are engaged in 
cutting a canal throngh the neck. What use they will make of it I do 
not see, unless their object is to turn Pickett’s left. I have posted 
Lieutenant-Colonel Poague’s battalion of artillery on the heights of 
Proctor’s Creek, west of Howlett’s farm, and will commence a heavy 
battery on the river in that vicinity as soon as possible. Perhaps it is 
thought the James River can be so reduced as to prevent the naviga- 
tion of our naval boats. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General, 


P. S.—General Grant is reported to have returned from Harper’s 
Ferry. He was at Old Point on the 8th, and a deserter states he and 
Butler were at Dutch Gap yesterday. 

Rk. WH. In 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, | 
August 12, 1864. 


Jeneral R. H. ANDERSON, ‘ 
Culpeper Court-House, Va.: 

yeneral Early, at Newtown, states the enemy to be moving up the 
Shenandoah with « view of reaching his rear, apparently toward Front 
Royal. It may be his purpose to move up Luray Valley. You had 
better move up to Sperryville and be governed by circumstances. 
Hampton should reach you the 15th. Keep him apprised and keep in 
communication with Harly. ; 

hk. EK. LEE. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
August 12, 1864. (Via Woodstock, Va.) 
General J. A. HARLY: 
Dispatch of 11th received. Anderson las been advised; communi- 


vate with him. 
cate w um R. E. LEE. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Vau., August 13, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. J. A. EARLY, 
Commanding, de. : 

GENERAL: You have doubtless seen some notice of an infamous 
burning, by a force from the gun-boats of the enemy, of the residence, 
with its effects, of the widow and orphans of my late brother, Maj. 
John Seddon, on the Rappahannock, some four miles below Fredericks- 
burg. . 

I send herewith a copy of a letter* from Mr. William A. Little, the 
brother of Mrs. Seddon, and a gentleman of high character and 
undoubted veracity, giving a full account of the outrage, and also a 
copy of the order* under which the deed was done, left with the manager 
by the officer, ascertained to be a Major Whelan, of a Pennsylvania 
regiment, who commanded the party, purporting to set forth the cause 
of the destruction and by whose order done. As the act was done 
under the pretext of retaliation for a deed committed under totally 
different circumstances, and with certainly recent provocation fresh in 
the minds of your soldiers to justify them, by those under your com- 
mand, I have thought it most appropriate to inform you accurately of 
the facts, and to rely on you, should opportunity offer, to exact fitting 
retribution. 

I may not be insensible to the bias of personal feeling in this matter, 
for it stings me to the quick, I confess, to have relationship or connec- 
tion with me the source to helpless relatives of such grievous wrongs; 
but in the exercise of the calmest judgment I can command, I must 
denounce this as one of the very meanest, pettiest, and most malignant 
atrocities committed by our miscreant invaders during the war. The 
pretense, I understand, has been presented by their lying prints that 
they mistakenly supposed the property to be mine, or to be owned by 
my living brother, with an interest on my part in it. For this there is 
not the least foundation in fact. 

Thousands in the Army of the Potomac knew all about the house 
and its owners, and among the wretches present and assisting in the 
vandal act was recognized the commander of one of the gun-boats, who 
had visited the house with the purpose of plunder, with a party of his 
marines, Some weeks since, and then learned the name and condition of 
the owners, and were prevented apparently from outrage only by a gen- 
eral paper of protection General Patrick had given when acting with 
the army around it; besides, several citizens of character on the river, 
as General Smith informs me he has satisfactorily learned, were taken 
by the enemy, and on inquiry had given the fullest information who 
were the real owners and occupants of the house, and that I had no 
interest whatever in the property, not being even executor of my 
brother’s estate. General Graham, of Brandon notoriety, was on board 
as chief officer, and after having this information and holding a sort of 


23= awe 


* Not found as inclosures. 
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conference, | am informed, with other officers, he ordered the perpetra- 
tion of the outrage. Thus an expedition of at least two gun-boats, 
with a considerable force under a general officer, were special] y ordered 
by a major-general of the enemy commanding a department to proceed 
some hundred miles to burn the house and effects of a widow and help- 
less children, the oldest about fourteen, over their heads, and to turn 
them out at night, in rain and darkness, with two of theinfant children 
seriously sick, without shelter or protection, on no other ground of 
selection than that they were connections or relations of «a public fune- 
tionary of the Government against which they were warring. 

To such a deliberate act of baseness, spite, and despicable malignity 
there is no need to add heightening effects; but it may be stated that 
the family consisted of an aged mother, near eighty years of age, a 
widow, with five young children, and a maiden sister, stilla young lady. 
There are none, too, in the land more exemplary and held in more univer- 
sal or higher esteem than these ladies, and their conduct in that fearful 
trial, as on not a few previous occasions, so combining loyalty to their 
State and heroism of soul with all the refiuement and dignity of ladies, 
should have shamed, as before it had done, all but dastards or fiends 
from their ignominious purposes. Infamy and execration must follow 
the perpetrators of such outrages; but it seems to me that signal retri- 
bution should likewise indicate our abhorrence of the act, and enforce 
from the fears of our enemies, since to all higher sentiments they are 
insensible, abstinence from similar atrocities against the homes of our 
helpless women and children. 

Very truly, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


AuGuST 14, 1864. 


Mr. Ports: 

General Hampton is to-day on the cars from Richmond to Charlottes- 
ville. Send this to Richmond and request them to have it delivered to 
him on the route if practicable; it is very desirable for General Hamp- 


ton to get it. 
W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
August 14, 1864. 
General W. HAMPTON, 
Beaver Dam, Va.: 
Halt your command and return toward Richmond. Gregg’s division 
is crossing at Deep Bottom. Send back an officer to ascertain post- 


tion. R. Kk. LER. 


Mr. Potts: . 
This must be sent promptly and be forwarded at onee from Rich- 


pees Were, T. 
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AUGUST 15,1864; 


General Rt. E. Lex, 
Chafins Bluff: 

Mosby telegraphs, Upperville, 13th: Attacked enemy’s supply train 
near Berryville that morning; dispersed guard treble his number; 
captured and destroyed 75 loaded wagons; brought off over 200 prison- 
ers, including several officers, between 500 and 600 horses and mules, 
upward of 200 head of fine beef-cattle, and many valuable stores. 
Considerable nunber of enemy killed and wounded. His loss, 2 killed, 
3 wounded. 

W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[AueustT 16, 1864.—T’or Lee to Seddon, relating to Mosby’s oper- 
ations at Berryville, see p. 633. | 


HRADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
August 16, 1864. 
General BRECKINRIDGE: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Early directs that you have your 
command all ready to move at sunrise to-morrow and keep if so during 
the day, as it may be necessary to move at any moment. 

I am, general, respectfully, &e., 
A, 8S. PENDLETON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADIT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Noms: \ Richmond, August 16, 1864. 
* % * * % * * 


IV. Maj. Charles Howard, commissary of subsistence, is assigned to 
duty in the cavalry command ot Maj. Gen. L. Ti. Lomax. 
* & *& * * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


AUGUST 18, 1864. 
Major-General BRECKINRIDGE: 

GENERAL: Move in the morning at sunrise toward Bunker Hill. 
Let your ordnance, ambulances, and medical wagons follow each divis- 
ion, and other trains move in the rear, under charge of Major Harman. 
Order of march: first, Ramseur; second, Rodes; third, Breckinridge. 
Braxtow’s battalion of artillery will move with Ramsenws division, 
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and Nelsou’s will follow Rodes’ division. You will direct one of vour 
brigades to move with the general trains and deployed as flankers on 
the right flank. 
Respectfully, 
J. A, EARLY, 
Lieutenant-General. 


BUNKER TIL, August 19, 1864, 
Lieut. Gen. R. H. ANDERSON: 

GENERAL: There is 10 enemy between here and Martinsburg, and a 
small force of cavalry is reported to be there, variously estimated at 
from 800 to 2,000; I have sent to see. No force this side of the Ope- 
quon, but a cavalry force reported about Smithfield. McCausland had 
skirmishing with acavalry picket near where the railroad bridge crosses 
the Opequon and drove it across the stream. I wish MeCausland to 
take position at the crossing of the road by Brucetown to Smithfield, 
and I think it would be well for Fitz Lee to picket the crossing of the 
Opequon, on the road from Winchester to Summit Point; he can 
communicate across by Jordan Springs. No wheat has been burned 
in this country, and if we can stay here we canlive. Ihave sent Lomax 
to Martinsburg. 1 think Fitz Lee had better try and shove the enemy 
back on the Berryville road, 

Respectfully, 
J. A, EARLY, 
Lieutenant General, 


|AuGUST 20, 1864.—For Lee to Seddon, reporting operations in the 
Shenandoah Valley. see p. 652. | 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
August 20, 1861, 
General BRECKINRIDGE: 
GENER #L: The lieuntenant-general commanding directs that you 
have your connmand ready to nove at sunrise to-morrow, 
“Lam, general. respectfully. &¢.. 
FN AS PA BS PO 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADIT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
INO aen ie ) Richmond, Lugust 20, 1861. 
* * Bg # * Bs * 


XXX. Leave of absence for thirty days, tov the benefit of his health, 
ae ss cet 
is oranted Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr.. Provisional Army, C. 5. 


cd 4 * = *% 


By command of the Secretary of War: : ee 
. ENON Lula ies, 


Assistant Adjutant General, 
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Strength of the infantry of the Army of the Valley District, August 20, 1864, as shown hy 
inspection reports of this date. 
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Organization of the Army of the Valley District, August 20, 180-4.* 
RODES’ DIVISION. t 
Maj. Gen. RoBER’T I. RODEs. 


Grimes’ Brigade. i Cook's Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. BRYAN GRIMES, Brig. Gen. Print Coo. 
32d North Carolina. | 4th Georgia. 
43d North Carolina. | 12th Georgia. 
45th North Carolina. ! 2tst Georgia. 
53a North Carolina. 44th Georgia. 


2d North Carolina Battalion. 


Cows Brigade. Battle's Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM R. Cox. Brie, Gens CULLEN AL BATTEN, 
Ist North Carolina. 38d) Alabama. 
2d North Carolina. Sth Alabama. 
3d North Carolina. 6th Alabama. 
4th North Carolina. | 12th Alabama. 
14th North Carolina. | 6lst Alabama. 
50th North Carolina. 


“As shown hy inspection reports; cavalry and artillery not accounted for. 
t Regimental commanders not indicated on inspection report. 
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GORDON’S DIVISION, 
Maj. Gen. JOHN B. Gorvon. 
Hays’ Brigade.* Stafford’s Brigade.* 
Col. WILLIAM MoONAGIIAN. 


5th Louisiana, Maj. Alexander Hart. 1st Louisiana, Capt. Joseph Taylor. 
6th Louisiana, Lieut.Col. Joseph Hanlon. | 2d Louisiana, Lieut. Col. Michael A. 
7th Louisiana, Lt. Col. Thomas M. Terry. Grogan. 


Col. EUGENE WaAGGAMAN, 


8th Louisiana, Capt. Louis Prados. 10th Louisiana, Lieut. Col. Henry D. 
9th Louisiana, Col. William R. Peck. Monier. 


14th Louisiana, Lieut. Col. David Zable. 
th Louisiana, Capt. H. J. Egan. 


Evans’ Brigade. Terry’s Brigade.t 
Col. EDMUND N. ATKINSON. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM TERRY. 
13th Georgia, Col. John H. Baker. 2d Virginia, ) 
26th Georgia, Lieut. Col. James 8S. Blain. | 4th Virginia, [ 
31st Georgia, Col. John H. Lowe. 5th Virginia, >Col. John Fl. S. Funk. 
38th Georgia, Maj. Thomas H. Bomar. 27th Virginia, | 
60th Georgia, Capt. Milton Russell. 338d Virginia, J 


61st Georgia, Capt. Eliphalet F. Sharp. | 21st vVineinie’ | 
12th Georgia Battalion, Capt. James W. a yee 
Anderson. 2a Virginia, | « : a 
44th Virginia, ol, Robert H. Dungan. 
48th Virginia, | 
50th Virginia, 
10th Virginia, 


934 Vireinia ? Lieut. Col. Samuel H. 
2 ginia, 


= sea s S. 
37th Virginia, ) Saunders 
RAMSEUR’S DIVISION.+ 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN D. RaMSEUR. 
Pegram’s Brigade. Johnston’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN PEGRAM, Brig. Gen. ROBERT D. JOHNSTON. 
Virginia. : 
13th kyo 5th North Carolina. 
3ist Virginia. Bin the 4 : 
Oe 12th North Carolina. 
49th Virginia. . 0th North Caroli 
52d Virginia. 20th North Carolina. 
3 23d North Carolina. 


58th Virginia. 
Godwin’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen, ARCHIBALD (!. GODWIN. 
6th North Carolina. 
21st North Carolina. 
54th North Carolina. 


57th North Carolina. 
1st North Carolina Battalion. 


RICHMOND, VA., August 22, 1864, 
General 8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 

GENERAL: Having just left the command of the Cavalry of the Val- 
ley and knowing its condition, I have the honor to make the following 
suggestions in order to assist in having it brought to anything like a 
state of efficiency: 

The command now consists of five brigades: Vaughn’s, strength pres- 
ent, 562; Imboden’s, 667; McCausland’s, 993; Johnson’s, 1,132; Jack- 


* These brigades united, under command of Brig. Gen. Zebulon York. 

+Composed of the fragmentary remains of fourteen of the regiments of Kdward 
Johnson’s division, most of which was captured by the enemy May 12, 1864. 

{ Regimental commanders not indicated on inspection report. 
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son’s, 737. Vaughn’s brigade is composed of two others (which .was 
infantry till last winter), and the First Tennessee Cavalry, the 
Twelfth and Sixteenth Tennessee Battalions Cavalry, and the Six- 
teenth Georgia Battalion Cavalry. Dismount at once the whole of it, 
except the First Tennessee and Twelfth and Sixteenth Tennessee Bat- 
talions; transfer the mounted battalions to the First Tennessee and 
make it a respectable size—it’s colonel is a fine officer; have the part 
dismounted brought to Army of Northern Virginia, or sent to Army of 
Tennessee; assign First Tennessee to Johnson’s brigade, and assign 
Brig. Gen. G. H. Steuart to its command, as I hear he has been ordered 
to the Valley. bmboden’s has the Highteenth, Twenty-third, and 
Sixty-second Virginia Cavalry and one unauthorized battalion; break 
up the battalion; transfer the men to Sixty-second Regiment, and 
place the whole brigade under Wickham as a part of his own, at the same 
time relieving Brigadier-General Imboden. Jackson hasthe Nineteenth 
and Twentieth Regiments and Vorty-sixth and Forty-seventh Battalions 
Virginia Cavalry; consolidate the two battalions; give Major Lady, 
Forty-sixth Battalion,thecommand of the battalion transferred, and place 
the whole brigade with Lomax’sold brigade as a partotit. McCausland’s 
brigade to remain as it is, with addition of a regiment from Johnson’s. 
Johnson’s to consist of Eighth and Twenty-first Regiments, Twenty-sev- 
enth, Thirty-fourth, Thirty-sixth, and Thirty-seventh Virginia Battalions 
Cavalry, and the First and Second Maryland Battalions Cavalry; make 
two regiments of the four Virginia battalions; consolidate the two Mary- 
land into one; find meritorious officers from the cavalry of Northern Vir- 
ginia to place in charge of theaegiments formed; transfer one regiment 
to McCausland. With this arrangement General Lomax will have 
two strong brigades; I*itz Lee will have his division increased by 1,200 
men, where they will be taught to fight; and the indifferent officers 
gotten rid of. Give to each division a military commander at once. 

The above, in my judgment, is the best arrangement that can be made. 
The only other change that can do any good is, if this be not carried 
out, consolidate Lnboden’s and Jacksou’s brigades and find a com- 
mander for the brigade thus formed. The horses trom Vaughn's 
brigade can be used to fit out artillery for the command, as all it had 
has been lost; to my knowledge, two-thirds of these horses have been 
stolen and captured, and taken from Maryland. The Georgia battalion 
has never done anything, and bas not now fifty men present. There 
should be at least three inspectors at each division headqtarters. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. RANSOM, Jn., 
Major-General, 


| Indersement. | 


HRADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
Richmond, December 20, 1864 

Kespecttully submitted to the Adjutant-General. ; 

A copy of this report was sent to General Early, August 29, 1864, 
with a letter of that date, a copy of which is herewith inelosed.* No 
reply has been received. 

for General Bragg and in his absence: 


JNO. B. SALE, 
Colonel and Military Secretary. 


“Seep, 100%, rm: : 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Tv > F ; 
No. 198, \ Richmond, August 22, 1864, 
* * * ¥ * * * 


XLI. Brig. Gen. John Echols, Provisional Army, C. 8., is assigned 
to the command of the District of Southwestern Virginia and of the 
troops serving there, including the reserves. He will report to Generat 
R. E. Lee, commanding, &c. This assignment will not interfere with 
the order placing Major-General Breckinridge in command of the 
Department of Western Virginia. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS LEE’S CAVALRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
August 23, 1864—2.30 p.m. 
Colonel SORREL: 

COLONEL: Advance ot enemy reported by Lomax turned out to 
be a small reconnoitering party, who have gone back. Lomax’s scouts 
report no enemy this side of Shepherdstown. Willencamp on Smithfield 
pike near Cameron’s Depot, in supporting distance of either flank. 
General Early has desired me to take charge of all the cavalry whilst 
General A[uderson| and he are together. There is no doubt most of 
enemy’s cavalry are on their right flank. 

Very respectfully, 
FITZ LEE, 
Major-General. 


ILBADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
August 27, 1804. 
General BRECKINRIDGE: 

GENERAL: As the enemy is reported advancing ov Gordouw’s left aud 
frout, General Early directs that you move Gordon to meet them, aud 
Wharton to support him, except the brigade which is watching the 
trains. 

I wn, general, respecttully, &c., 
A. S. PENDLETON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


AUGUSLE 24 1564—7.15 a.m. 
Lieutenant-General HKARLY : 

GENERAL: Lhave Terry’s brigade in line between Shepherdstown and 
Leetown road, with remainder of Gordon’s command and Wharton 
just behind, waiting developments. Lomax is on Shepherdstown road, 
and I have a picket on Leetown road. I don’t hear anything of the 
enemy, and believe it was another cavalry stampede. I learn that 
Lomax has sent McCausland out to hunt for the enemy. 


Respectfully, 
JOHN (, BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General, 
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AuGUST 24, 1864. 
Major-General BRECKINRIDGE: 
GENERAL: Let your troops remain where they are for the present. 
J. A. EARLY, 
Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
August 24, 1564, 
General BRECKINRIDGE: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Early directs that you have your 
command ready to move at sunrise. As soon as you give the orders 
he wishes you to ride over here to receive instructions in person. 

Tam, general, respectfully, Sc. 
A, S. PENDLETON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
August 25, 1864. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR: 
General Early reports from Charlestown that he has forced the 
enemy back to Harper’s Ferry. 
R. i. LE, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
August 26, 1804. 
General WARLY: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 23d has been received, and T am much 
pleased at your having forced the enemy back to Harper’s Ferry. This 
will give protection to the Valley and arrest the travel on the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad. It will, however, have little or no effeet upon 
Grant’s operations, or prevent re-enforcements being sent to him. If 
Sheridan’s force is as large as you suppose, I do not know that you 
could operate to advantage north of the Potomac. Either Anderson’s 
troops or a portion of yours might, however, be detached to destroy the 
railroad west of Charlestown, and Vitz Lee might send a portion of his 
cavalry to cross the Potomac east of the Blue Ridge, as you propose. 
1 cannot detach at present more cavalry from this army; the enemy is 
too strong in that arm. Lam aware that Anderson is the ranking 
officer, but I apprehend no difficulty on that score. L first intended 
him to threaten the enemy east of the Blue Ridge, so as to retain near 
Washington a portion of the enemy’s forces. Ife crossed the moun- 
tains at your suggestion, and, L think, properly. If his troops are not 
wanted there he could cross into Loudoun or Fauquier and return to 
Culpeper. It would add force to the movement of cavalry east of the 
Blue Ridge. [am in great need of his troops, and if they can be spared 
from the Valley, or cannot operate to advantage there, I will order 
them back to Richmond. Tet me know, 

Very respectfully, 
RK, E, LEK, 
freneral, 
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LEETOWN, August 27, 1864—9.30 a.m. 
General BRECKINRIDGE: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Early directs me to say that he is 
waiting here for the passage of your trains on toward Bunker Hill. He 
wishes your troops also to move on toward Smithfield. 

Respectfully, Xe., 
A. S. PENDLETON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


BUNKER HILL, August 28, 1864, 
Lieut. Gen. R. H. ANDERSON: 

GENERAL: All my troops (infantry) are here at this place, and Iam 
picketing the roads all around from the Winchester and Martinsburg 
pike to Gerrard Run, and 1 would respectfully suggest that you put 
infantry pickets on the Brucetown road and around to the Berryville 
pike, as I find the pickets of the cavalry are but little to be depended 
on. A note was received from Fitz Lee stating that the cavalry was 
picketing around by Martinsburg, Kearneysville, and Summit Point, to 
Castleman’s Ferry; but a major commanding one of the pickets has just 
reported that a body of the enemy’s cavalry has appeared at the ford 
of the Opequon on the road from here to Leetown, and I can’t under- 
stand this. A captain of Yankee cavalry was captured yesterday and 
brought to my headquarters, and he says that he commanded the cay- 
alry which attacked and captured Kershaw’s skirmishers; he says 
his force was only a squadron, and that no idea was entertained of the 
attack until he discovered that the men on the skirmish line were sit- 
ting down roasting corn, and no person paying any attention, many of 
them having their backs to their line; he says he was officer of the 
day, and as such inspecting the line when he made this discovery, and 
he proposed the attack to his brigadier, who ordered it, and the men 
were captured in the same position he had discovered them, most 
of them being taken with their guns loaded; he says he captured 
seventy-three men, including a lieutenant-colonel or major and several 
commissioned officers, and only lost three men. 

Respectfully, 
J. A. EARLY, 
Lieutenant-General. 


ON BRUCETOWN ROAD AT OPEQUON CROSSING, 
August 28, 18S0G4—4,.45 p.m. 
Lieutenant-General ANDERSON: 

GENERAL: The enemy’s cavalry advanced on Charlestown and Smith- 
field pike, and on Charlestown and Leetown road to Leetown, and trom 
latter place to Smithtield. The position of Smithfield not being tenable 
against a large force advancing on those roads, L eyacuated the place, 
ordering Lomax’s division to fall back toward Banker Till, holding 
the fords on the Opequon, whilst [, with a portion of Wickham’s brigade, 
checked them upon this road. Colonel Boston, commanding Lomax’s 
old brigade, is between Summit Point and Lockhart’s Mill, and has been 
ordered to look out for your right. Wickham’s brigade is now at this 
place. ILave not yet ascertained if the enemy’s infantry are following 
this movement. 

Respectfully, 
RITZ LN, 
Major-General, 
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HeADQUARTERS LEE’S CAVALRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
August 28, 1864—6.15 p.m. 
Lieutenant-General ANDERSON: 

GENERAL: Am at crossing of Smithfield and Brucetown road over 
the Opequon; Wickham’s brigade guards this ford and Fry’s Mill ford. 
McCausland is at Beason’s, and Lomax was ordered to hold fords from 
Smithfield to Bunker Hill, and all approaches north of those points. 
Lomax’s old brigade is between Summit Point and Locke’s Ford, on 
Opequon, watching through Berryville to Shenandoah. Will try and 
find out to-night the nature of this advance. 

Respectfully, 
FITZ LEE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
Richmond, August 29, 1864. 


Lieut. Gen. J. A EARLY, 
Commanding, ke. : 

On return of Major-General Ransom from your army his opinion was 
desired as to the future of bis late cavalry command, and he was 
requested to suggest such changes as would improve the discipline and 
increase the efticiency thereof. I inclose you a copy of his report * 
before taking any action, and request your suggestions. As part of the 
command was for some tine under Major-General Breckinridge, he may 
be better acquainted than yourself with the personnel. I therefore 
desire you to obtain an expression of his opinion also as to that part. 
It is teared that too radical a change may produce dissatisfaction in 
those commands raised mostly in the country now held by the enemy 
and cause many desertions. At the same time it is felt that some 
Stringent measures are necessary to secure discipline and prevent dis- 
aster. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
CGencral, 


HBADQUARTERS Lish’S CAVALRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Near Brucetown, August 29, 1861—7,.30 p.m. 
General ANDERSON: 
— GENERAL: The enemy reoceupied Smithtield this afternoon; noth: 
ing but cavalry seen. T have ordered a regiment of cavalry to picket 
the ford at the crossing of Brucetown and Smithfield road over the 
Opequon, and a regiment also at Fry’s or Smith’s Mill, with a squadron 
in front, as close to Smithfield as it ean be placed. 
Respectfully, 
FITZ LEK, 
Major-General, 


“Sec Ransom to Cooper, August 22, p, L008, 
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HEADQUARTERS LER’s CAVALRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

i Near Brucetown, August 30, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colouel SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have but four regiments of cavalry and four pieces of 
artillery to defend the fords in your immediate front, and can keep but 
two regiments and two pieces of artillery on picket at a time, as I am 
obliged to graze the others. If it should be deemed advisable to hold 
these fords on the Opequon, I would suggest that the force be increased. 
I have been quite unwell since yesterday morning and am confined to 
my bed. 

tespecttully, 
FITZ LEE, 
Major-General, 


HEADQUARTERS LEE’S CAVALRY DIVISION, 
ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Near Brucetown, August 30, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel SORREL: 

COLONEL: An infantry prisoner taken to-day reports that Sixth 
Corps marched through Charlestown, encamping near Cameron’s Depot, 
on Sinithfield pike, and moved up toward latter place yesterday after- 
noon, when their cavalry retired. A brigade from that corps (I men- 
tioned before) actually reached Smithfield, following up our retiring 
infantry. The Nineteenth and Eighth Corps also passed through 
Charlestown, the first taking the Leetown and the other the Berryville 
roads, encamping, I presume, in the edges of the town, as they have not 
appeared anywhere on these roads. 

FITZ LEE, 


Major-General. 


Hibpeks. WICKHAIWS CAVALRY Bric., LER’S CAVALRY DIv., 
August 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. FItTzZHuGH LEE: 

I have men now at Smithfield, the enemy’s vedettes being in sight 
on the hill beyond the town. I have ordered a picket-post to be estab- 
lished, if possible, on the hill beyond Smithfield, A brigade of the 
Sixth Corps came up to the town yesterday evening, but retired last 
night. The infantry is said to be encamped now at Baker’s Run. My 
pickets are now at this end of the town. 


Your obedient servant, 
W. C. WICKHAM, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
August 31, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. J. A. EARLY, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: General Lee directs me to inclose the enemy’s signal al- 
phabet* as deciphered by some of our signal corps here. We read their 

ba TCOP Sartre vary * Not found, 
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messages with facility, and the general thinks it may be of service to 
you, but advises that care be taken to conceal the fact of our knowledge 
of the alphabet. The enemy also reads our messages, and the general 
suggests that your signal nen be put on their guard to prevent the 
enemy obtaining information by that means. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES MARSHALL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


HBADQUARTERN VALLEY DISTRICT, 
August 31, 1804. 
Major-General BRECKINRIDGE, 
Commanding, ke. : 

GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding directs that you 
move to Shepherdstown at daylight to-morrow, going from Darkesville 
to Leetown, and thence to Shepherdstown. Your trains and artillery 
accompany you, and you will march one brigade in rear of all your 
trains. The brigade which is at Martinsburg you will order to proceed 
from that place to Shepherdstown as soon as Rodes and Rainseur reach 
Martinsburg. 

Tam, general, respectfully, We., 
A. S. PENDLETON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpaers. DEPARTMENT OF SOUTHWEST VA. AND EAST TENN., 
Dublin, August 31, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, de: 

GENERAL: [have the honor to report that on yesterday (30th instant), 
in obedience to Special Orders, No. 198, section XLI, August 22, 1864, 
from your office, [ assumed command of this department, relieving 
Brig. Gen. John H. Morgan, and have for the present established my 
headquarters at this place. Ihave not as yet been able to obtain any 
very satisfactory report of the troops now in the department, but hope 
to be able to take steps soon to secure such report. I herewith inclose 
to you the only report* that could be made from the papers in the office 
of the assistant adjutant-general of the department. From this you 
will perceive that the organization of the troops must necessarily be 
imperfect and confused, resulting from the fragmentary character of 
the various commands. Brigadier-General Morgan has had, no doubt, 
very great difficulty in establishing any organizations from the materials 
under his control, and much difficulty will still be experienced in 
this regard. I find that there is no inspector for the troops, an 
officer very important at this time for the proper organization of the 
command; and I respectfully request, if it can be done, that a rigid 
aud experienced inspecting officer may be assigned to me temporarily, 
to aid me in bringing the affairs of the department to a better system 
and order. Ihave thought that some such officer might now be on 
duty in Richmond, who could be spared for this duty, at least for a 
short time. I do not forward the inclosed paper as a report, but only 


“Not found, 
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to give you an idea of the condition of the command and of the difficul- 
ties with which the commanding officer has had to contend. The most 
of the troops are now in East Tennessee, in the vicinity of Bull’s Gap, 
where the enemy have lately been making some demonstrations. 

I shall at once commence the use of every effort to bring out and 
organize properly all of the reserve troops in the department. I have 
given orders for immediate arrangements to be made to bring out of 
that portion of East Tennessee now under our control all the surplus 
wheat therein, of which I understand there is a considerable quantity, 
and I hope to be able to ettect something in this way. Brigadier- 
General Morgan is in the immediate command of the troops in the field 
in East Tennessee. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, &c., 
JNO. ECHOLS, 
Brigadier-General, Ge. 


Strength of the Army of Valley District (at and about Bunker Hill, Va.), Lieut. Gen. 
Tubal A. Early commanding, August 31, 1864, as shown by inspection reports, * 


= ze Se ees : 
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Rodes’ division (Rodes) : 
Battle's brigade, Brig. Gen. Cullen A. Battle.............-- 951 1,163 | 3, 252 ODE Wese.s., 
Grimes’ brigade, Brig. Gen. Bryan Grimes. .......-----.--- 883 | 1,091 | 3,293 SSD | teh... 
Cook's brigade, Brig. Gen. Philip Cook -............--..--. 674 883 | 2,421 B09 sess 
Cox's brigade, Brig. Gen. William R. Cox ....-....-.-.-.-. 797 973 | 4,052 O79. 
BSE tin Si eee er esl AR ee Ye ee oe 3,305 | 4,110 | 13,018 | 3,061 |_....- 
= eee | —— < 
Gordon's division (Gordon) : | 
Terry's brigade,t Brig. Gen. William Terry ........-.--... 864 987 | 6,485 983 le.ds.< 
York's brigade,+ Brig. Gen. Zebulon York..--....--.---. Bae 658 813 | 3,507 658 |=.2--- 
Evans’ brigade, Col. Edmund N. Atkinson .-.......--.---. 4,311 |. 1;526'}, 4,204 | 1,210 |-..... 
SYN LS a eS ee Se ee ee ene ae ee 2,883 | 3,326 | 14,196 | 2, 651 |.-.... 
Early’s division (Ramseur) : | ; | 
Pegram’s brigade. Brig. Gen. John Pegram ...-...--- ..--- 621 851 | 2,325 509 i cee are 
Johnston’s brigade, Brig. Gen. Robert D. Johnston .-....-.-. 618 774 | 2,401 [ty Mlaaanee 
Godwin’s brigade, Brig. Gen. Archibald C. Godwin --.-.... 806 935 | 2,270 175 |-.---- 
Ral ne Preteen es coeeieccaeissnee = 2,045 | 2,560 | 6,996| 1,972 |...... 
Artillery (Nelson) : js 
Braxton’'s battalion, Lieut. Col. Carter M. Braxton.....--.. 243 284 380 280 1 
Nelson’s battalion, Capt. Thomas J. Kirkpatrick ..----... 275 314 459 275 | 12 
McLaughlin's battalion, Maj. William McLangbhlin -...-... 262 | 316 | 454 247 12 
Fee SOS Diced meter eee: 730 | 914] 1.203] 802| 35 
ee eee \—- ate = 
Grand total§ ..2 022.2. -0 20 spn eee ne occ w ew eececenereee 8, 963 | 10, 910 | 35,503 | 8, 486 B5 


*Not including Wharton’s division or the cavalry. The report for Wharton’s 
division shows an aggregate of 503 of Echols’ (Patton’s) brigade, and of 638 of 
Wharton’s brigade ‘“ present at inspection;” but gives no indication whatever of 
the strength of Smith’s brigade, nor does it give the stations of these troops. In- 
spection report of this date for the cavalry not found. — ebro , ; 

+ Note on original says, ‘‘Composed of the remnants of the Virginia regiments of 
Jobnson’s division.” 

tHays’ and Stafford’s brigades. Ne 

§ For strength of Early’s corps and Kershaw’s division, as shown hy monthly 


return of the Army of Northern Virginia, see Vol, XLII, Part II, p, 1213, 
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Organization of the Second Army Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, 
Lieut. Gen. Jubal A, Barly commanding, August 31, 1864.* 


GORDON’S DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. JoNN B. GORDON. 


Hays’ Brigade. 


5th Lonisiana, Col. Henry Forno. 

6th Louisiana, Col. William Monaghan. 
7th Louisiana, Col. Davidson B. Penn. 
8th Louisiana, Col. Alcibiades DeBlanc. 
9th Louisiana, Col. William R. Peck. 


Gordows Brigade. 


13th Georgia, Lieut. Col. John H. Baker. 
26th Georgia, Col. Edmund N. Atkinson. 
3lst Georgia, Col. Clement A. Evans. 
38th Georgia, Col. James D. Mathews. 
60th Georgia, Col. William H. Stiles, sr. 
61st Georgia, Co]. John H, Lamar. 


JOUNSON’S 
Stonewall Brigade. 


2d Virginia, Col. John Q. A. Naden- 
bousch. 

4th Virginia, Col. William Terry. 

5th Virginia, Col. John H.S, Funk. 

27th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Charles L. | 
Haynes. 

33d Virginia, Col. l'rederick W. M. Hol- | 
liday. 


Steuarls Brigade. 


10th Virginia, Col, Edward T, H. Warren. | 
23d Virginia, Col. Alexander G. Talia- | 


ferro. 

d7th Virginia, Col. Titus V. Williams. 

1st North Carolina, Col. Hamilton <A. 
Brown. 

3d North Carolina, 
Thruston, 


Col. Stephen 1). 


Peqram’s Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN PEGRAM. 


18th Virginia, Col. James B. Terrill. 


31st Virginia, Col. John 8. Hoffman. 
49th Virginia, Col. John C. Gibson. 
52d Virginia, Col. James H. Skinner. 


_ 58th Virginia, Col. Francis H. Board. 


Hoke’s Brigade. 


6th North Carolina, Col. Robert F.Web). 


| 2ist North Carolina, Lieut, Col. William 


S. Rankin. 
54th North Carolina, Col. Kenneth M. 
Murchison. 
57th North Carolina, Col. Archibald C. 
Godwin. 
Ist North Carolina Battalion Sharp- 


shooters, Maj. Rufus W. Wharton. 


DIVISION. 


Jones’ Brigade. 


21st Virginia, Col. William A. Witcher. 

25th Virginia, Col. John C€. Higgin- 
botham. 

42 Virginia, Col. Robert W. Withers. 

44th Virginia, Col. Norvell Cobb. 

48th Virginia, Col. Robert H. Dungan. 

50th Virginia, Col, Alexander S, Vande- 
venter. 


Stafford’’s Brigade. 


Ist Louisiana, Col. William R. Shivers. 
2d Louisiana, Col. Jesse M. Williams. 


| 10th Louisiana, Col. Kugene Waggaman. 
| Ith Louisiana, Col. Zebulon York. 
_ 15th Louisiana, Col, Edmund Pendleton. 


RODES’ DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. RoBperT I. Ropes. 


Danicl’s 


Brigade. 


32d North Carolina, Col. Edmund C, Brabble. 
43a North Carolina, Col. Thomas 8. Kenan. 
45th North Carolina, Col. Samuel H. Boyd. 
58d North Carolina, Col. William A. Owens. 
2d North Carolina Battalion, Maj. John M. Hancock. 


* From return of Army of Northern Virginia; but see organization of the Army of 
the Valley District August 20 (p. 1002), and strength August 31, as shown by inspec- 
tion reports, next. ate; also foot-note explanations, Vol. XLII, Part II, pp. 1216, 1217, 
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Ramseur’s Brigade. 


2d North Carolina, Col. William R. Cox. 
4th North Carolina, Col. Bryan Grimes. 
14th North Carolina, Col. R. Tyler Bennett. 
30th North Carolina,Col. Francis M. Parker. 


Doles’ Brigade. 


4th Georgia, Col. Philip Cook. 
12th Georgia, Col. Edward Willis. 
21st Georgia, Col. John T. Mercer. 
44th Georgia, Col. William H. Peebles. 


Battle’s Brigade 


Brig. Gen. CULLEN A. BATTLE. 


3d Alabama, Col. Charles Forsyth. 

5th Alabama, Col. Josephus M. Hall. 
6th Alabama, Col. James N. Lightfoot. 
12th Alabama, Col. Samuel B. Pickens. 
61st Alabama, Lieut. Col. Lewis H. Hill. 


Johnston’s Brigade. 


5th North Carolina, Col. Thomas M. Garrett. 
12th North Carolina, Col. Henry E. Coleman. 
20th North Carolina, Col. Thomas F. Toon. 
23d North Carojina, Maj. Charles C, Blacknall. 
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Abstract from field return of troops in the Department of IWestern Virginia and Last Ten- 


nessee, Brig. Gen. John H. Morgan commanding, August, 1864, 
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APPENDIX. 


Report of Capt. Jed. Hotchkiss, Topographical Engineer, 0. 8S. Army, of 
operations of the Second Corps, Army of Northern Virginia and 
Army of Valley District, May 3-November 14, 1864.* 


Hpgrs. TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS, VALLEY DISTRICT, 
Staunton, Va., December 31, 1864, 

MAJor: As topographical engineer of the Second Corps, Army of 
Northern Virginia and subsequently of the Valley District, I have the 
honor herewith to submit, for the information of the Engineer Bureau, 
a report of the camps, marches, and engagements of the Second Corps 
of the Army of Northern Virginia and of the Army of the Valley Dis- 
trict, of the Department of Northern Virginia, during the campaign of 
1864, illustrated by maps and sketches. 

On the 3d of May, 1864, the Second Corps, commanded by Lieut. 
Gen. R. 8. Ewell, was encamped in Orange County, Va. (as indicated on 
plate t——+), where it had spent the winter, and picketed the fords 
of the Rapidan, as shown on the same plate. On the 4th of May the 
Federal army, which had wintered in Culpeper County, making some 
demonstrations along our front, crossed large bodies of infantry at 
Ely’s and Germanna Fords and marched to the vicinity of the Old 
Wilderness Tavern (see plate ———+t). ‘The Second Corps, except parts 
of Early’s division, which was left on picket on the Rapidan, marched 
to the vicinity of Locust Grove and encamped on the old turnpike 
(see plate —t). Early on the morning of the 5th Jones’ brigade, 
of Johnson’s division, noved down the turnpike and drove the enemy’s 
pickets to near where their column was marching, via the Germanna 
plank road, into and across the old turnpike, near Lacy’s house. The 
brigade was then formed, as indicated on plate yf and skirmished 
with the enemy until in the p. m., when the enemy attempted to turn 
its right flank, which was thrown back to meet the attack (see plate 
——t). This movement of the enemy was successful and drove the 
brigade of Jones from its position. Battle’s brigade, of Rodes’ division, 
then moved forward (see plate t), but was confused by Jones’ re- 
treating men and forced back. Gordon’s brigade, of Karly’s division, 
having been put in line, then moved forward and drove the enemy back 
to his original position (see plate t). The rest of the corps was 
posted as in plate ———t. fia 

The enemy attacked our lines on the morning of the 6th at daylight 
and were repulsed with much loss. We had constructed some breast- 
works and were protected by them (see plate ———). Skirmishing 


* See also Hotchkiss’ Journal, p. 567. 
t Plate LXXXI, Map 1 of the Atlas. 
¢ Plate LXXXIIJ, Map 1 of the Atlas: 
§ Plate LXXXIII, Map 2 of the Atlas. 
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was kept up all day. Just before dark we made an attack with Gor- 
don’s brigade on the enemy’s right flank and drove them from their 
lines and camp (see plate *), The right of the Second Corps 
formed ajunction with the left of the Third on the right of the old turn- 
pike (see plate *), On the 7th we fortified the advanced position 
we had captured, reconnoitered and found the enemy on the Germanna 
read, and skirmished with the enemy on our right (see plate on 
Late in the evening the corps moved to the right to the previous post 
tion of the Third Corps, as the enemy had commenced moving to our 
right. On the 8th the corps marched to the vicinity of Spotsylvania 
Court-House (see plate t), skirmishing some with the enemy’s 
flankers, their main body moving down the plank road toward Fred- 
ericksburg (see plate —t). On the 9th the corps took a position 
between the Po and the Ny Rivers, which it fortified (see plate t). 
and skirmished some with the enemy. The Third Corps was on the 
left and the First Corps on the right of the Second (see plate —t). 
On the 10th the enemy attacked our line in several places, and at4 p. m. 
broke and carried a portion of it near the Harrison house, but we re- 
gained it. They continued to make great efforts to break the line in 
several places, but were repulsed (see plate +). The enemy forti- 
fied themselves with several lines in our front (see plate t for some 
of them). Late in the p.m. the enemy came to the Po bridge, beyond the 
Old Block-House, and afew ofthem crossed. General Karly, with the Third 
Corps, drove them back and beyond Waite’s Shop (see plate t). 
There was fighting in front of the Iirst Corps also. The 11th was com- 
paratively quiet. The enemy showed three lines of battle in front of 
the Court-House. Wilcox’s and Heth’s divisions, of the Third Corps, 
were put on the right of thearmy, while Anderson’s division was across 
the Po, on the left, fortifving. (See line of works on left on plate 


On the morning of the 12th, at 4 a. m., the enemy massed in column 
of divisions, in front of the MeCoull house, and made a furious attack 
upon the salient of our line there and captured it, taking 20 pieces of 
artillery that were just coming up to positions. The troops on the right 
of the point attacked were moved to the left and checked the enemy 
until re-enforcements came up, when a new line was taken and held 
(see plate t). The fighting was incessant from 4 a. m. untill p. m., 
when there was a lull for a short time, after which it was renewed until 
4p.m. We held the position which we had taken (see plate t). 
Some attacks were made on the enemy by the right of the army. On 
the 13th some skirmishing and cannonading took place, but no attack. 
The lines of the corps were somewhat shortened during the day (see 
plate t). The enemy made an attack on brigade during 
the night, but was repulsed (see plate t). Skirmishing continued 
on the 14th, and the enemy made a feeble attack at 3 p.m., then moved 
during the night farther to our right, leaving no enemy in the immediate 
front of the left of our center. In the p. m. two brigades went out 
in front and drove the enemy still more to our right (see plate t). 
Nothing transpired but a few cannon shots on the 15th, and only some 
skirmishing and some shelling on the 16th, the enemy only fronting 


* Plate LXX XIII, Map 2 of the Atlas. 
t Plate LXXXI, Map 1 of the Atlas. 
{Plate LXXXIII, Map 3 of the Atlas. 
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the extreme right of the Second Corps. Part of the army was moved 
more to the right. On the 17th, in the p. m., General Ewell moved 
Rodes’ division forward from our left and found the enemy behind 
breast-works some distance in front; we fired one volley and fell back 
(see plate *). We recovered a portion of the line we lost on the 
12th. The enemy attacked Gordon’s brigade at 4 a.m. of the 18th with 
a heavy column, which was repulsed. In the p. m. of the 19th the 
corps made a movement to the front and right (the enemy having 
retired last night across the Ny) to attack the enemy’s right. We 
attacked at 5 p.m. with Rodes’ division and gained some success, but 
were finally forced to retire, the enemy being in full force (see plate 
*). A portion of the Third Corps moved out a short distance at 
the same time (see plate *) 

A profound quiet prevailed on the 20th. On the morning of the 21st 
the Second Corps moved to the right of the army toward the Telegraph 
road, and south of the Po (see plate +), as the enemy was moving 
to the right, having abandoned the line of the Ny. The march was 
continued down the Po to the Telegraph road and then to Dickinson’s 
Mill, where we encamped at 11 p. m. (see plate t). The enemy’s 
advance attacked part of Pickett’s division at Milford Station, and the 
cavalry skirmished with them all along the Richmond, Fredericksburg 
and Potomae Railroad to that place. On the 22d the march was con- 
tinued to the vicinity of Hanover Junction, which we reached by 1 p. m., 
Rodes’ division in the rear (see plate +). The cavalry fought the 
enemy’s advance near Chesterfield Station (see plate t+). On the 
23d the Second Corps was put in position in front and to the right of 
Hanover Junction (see plate t). The Third Corps was on the 
extreme left. The enemy crossed at Jericho Ford in the p. m., and 
drove the Third Corps away and formed a line at right angles to the 
railroad and across it toward New Found River (see plate ——-—7). 
The Second Corps was ordered to move up to support the Third after 
dark, but finally bivouacked along the railroad, across and to the left 
of the Telegraph road (see plate — i). The enemy took the works 
near the Telegraph road bridge and crossed the North Anna. Atnighta 
lineof defense was selected, and the First Corps movedtoits line and torti- 
tied it; the Second Corps was heldin reserve (see plate =f). ThesSec- 
ond Corps was placed on the right on the 24th, and fortified a line extend- 
ing from the Telegraph road across the Richmond, I’redericksburg and 
Potomac Railroad to the right of Hanover Junction (see plate t). 
The enemy fortified his position south of the North Anna, Some skir- 
mishing occurred on the 24th and 25th. There was some skirmishing on 
the 26th, and the enemy advanced a line of battle on Rodes’ division, 
on the right, which his skirmishers drove back (see plate = SE On 
the morning of the 27th it was found that the enemy had withdrawn 
across the North Anna, and only a small force remained in front of the 
army. The Second Corps marched along the Virginia Central Railroad; 
then to Merry Oaks, and to Hughes’ Cross-Roads (see plate ———‘%), 
the enemy moving to near Hanoyertown. Marching at 3 a, m. of the 
28th, via Atlee’s Station and Shady Grove Church, the corps took posi- 
tion near Hundley’s Corner, on the crest of the water-shed on the south 
bank of the Totopotomoy Creek (see plate ———). There was a hard- 
fought cavalry engagement near Aenon Church the same day. We 


*Plate LXXXIIJ, Map 3 of the Atlas. 
t Plate LXAXXI, Map 2 of the Atlas. 
tPlate LXXXI, Map7 of the Atlas. 
\ Plate LNXXI, Map 3 of the Atlas, 
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quietly held our position on the 29th. On the 30th ——— brigade was 
moved to the right and front toward Bethesda Church, and attacked 
the enemy and drove them to their works, when they repulsed us (see 
plate ———*). On the 31st there was some fighting on the Old Church 
road. 

June 1, there was hard fighting at Cold Harbor by the First Corps. 
On the 2d the position of the Second Corps was changed, and part of 
the Third put on its left (see plate ———*), and at 5 p.m.an attack 
was made on the enemy, and prisoners and a portion of his works cap- 
tured (see plate ———*). 

On the 3d there was skirmishing all along the lines and a very heavy 
cannonade on the left (see plate ———*). The enemy made a furious 
attack on the First Corps June4. Last night the Second Corps moved 
back to its former position, holding the advanced line with skirmishers 


(see plate ———*). The Third Corps was moved from the left to 
Gaines’ Mill. The enemy attacked our line at 9 p.m., and was repulsed 
(see plate ————*). Lieut. Gen. J. A. Early was put in full command 


of the Second Corps on the 5th; all quiet. June 6, the enemy left the 
front of the Second Corps last night, and it followed them up to-day to 
Gilman’s Mill, skirmishing some and finding the enemy intrenched (see 


plate ———*). On the 7th the corps, being in reserve, moved out in 
front of the line and attacked the enemy’s flank with some success (see 
plate ———*). From the 8th to the 13th of June the Second Corps 


was in reserve, and remained in camp to the west of Gaines’ Mill. 
ARMY OF THE VALLEY DISTRICT. 


The Second Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, consisting of 
Rodes’, Gordon’s, and Harly’s divisions of infantry, the latter com- 
manded by Ramseur, and Brigadier-General Long’s artillery, umider 
the command of Lieut. Gen. Jubal A. Early, left its encampment one 
mile west of Gaines’ Mill, Hanover County, Va., at 3 a. m., Monday, 
June 13, 1864, and, marching bythe route indicated on the accompany- 
ing map (plate ———+), and encamping at the places marked on the 
same map, reached the vicinity of Shadwell Station, on the Virginia 
Central Railroad, on the evening of June 16. 

The next day, June 17, Ramseur’s and Gordow’s divisions were taken 
to Lynchburg via the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, while Rodes’ 
division marched to the North Garden Depot (see plate ———+). The 
divisions on arriving at Lynchburg at 1 p.m. were at once marched 
out on the Salem road and took position near the line of battle formed 
the next day, June 18 (see plate ———t). June 18, Rodes’ division took 
the cars and came on to Lynchburg. In thep.m. the enemy advanced 
a line of battle, which was met and repulsed by a disposition of forces as 
shown on plate ———jf. General Early found General Breckinridge’s 
command, consisting of a division of infantry, King’s artillery, and 
Jackson’s, Lnboden’s, MceCausland’s, and Jones’ brigades of cavalry. 
in the immediate suburbs of Lynchburg, constructing anew line of 
defenses, as indicated in plate ———i#. Assuming command of all 
the forces, he moved them out to the line taken on the 18th, some three 
miles in front of Lynchburg. The enemy retreated from the front of 
Lynchburg during the night of the 18th by the Salem road, and we 


* Plate LXXXI, Map 38 of the Atlas. 
t Plate LXXXI, Map 6 of the Atlas. 
| Plate LXXXTII, Map 7 of the Atlas. 
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followed on the morning of the 19th, Ramseur’s division in front, our 
advance occasionally reaching the enemy’s rear guard, which burned 
all the bridges on the way and so impeded our progress some. They 
also destroyed the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad as much as POssli- 
ble. Breckinridge’s division marched by the “Forest” road. Ram- 
seur had a lively skirmish with the enemy near Liberty (see plate 

*), after which the army encamped near there (see plate ———* 
for routes from Lynchburg to Liberty). 

June 20, the infantry, Gordon in front, followed after the enemy to 
Buford’s Gap, skirmishing with the rear. At the gap the enemy made 
a show of resistance, and dispositions were made (as in plate ———*) 
to flank him from his position, but the movement was so slow that 
night came before it was accomplished, and we encamped in the gap, 
the enemy in our front. Major Gilmor’s cavalry made a detour to the 
left, captured some of the enemy, and drove them from asignal station. 
Most of the cavalry marched from Liberty by the Peaks Gap to 
Buchanan to thwart the enemy’s movements in the Valley. June 21, 
the enemy continued his retreat and we followed at rather a late hour, 
Rodes in advance, to the vicinity of Hanging Rock, or Mason’s Gap, 
leaving the main road at Big Lick to try and reach the gap before the 
enemy (for route, see plate ———*). Imboden’s cavalry crossed the Blue 
Ridge southwest of Buford’s Gap and came upon the enemy’s rear at 
Big Lick and followed them through Salem and Mason’s Gap. The 
infantry reached Hanging Rock after the enemy had passed and en- 
camped in the vicinity. The cavalry, under General Ransom, attacked 
the enemy’s line of march at Hanging Rock at 11 a.m., and in the 
vicinity of Salem (see plate ———*), having made a night march from 
Buchanan, and cut their line of march, capturing artillery, wagons, &e., 
part of which they were compelled to destroy, being forced back by 
superior numbers of the enemy, who continued their retreat to Mason’s 
Cove (see plate ———+t). June 22, the troops remained in camp, only 
[except] Ramseur’s division, which moved to the vicinity of Botetourt 
Springs. Imboden’s cavalry continued the pursuit of the enemy to- 
ward New Castle. The rest of the cavalry marched to the vicinity of 
Fincastle. June23, the army marched to Buchanan, Ramseur in advance, 
and on the 24th to Buffalo Creek, not far from Lexington, moving by 
two roads (see plate ———*). The enemy continued his retreat toward 
Lewisburg, followed by a feweavalry. Our cavalry marched, as shown 
in plate ———,* and encamped near Collierstown. June 25 and 26, 
the army continued the march by two roads, where practicable (see plate 

*). to the vicinity of Staunton. On the 27th the infantry rested 
and the cavalry continued the march (see plate ———4). June 28, 
Ramseur and Rodes marched, by Mount Sidney and the Keezletown 
road, to the vicinity of North River, while Gordon and Breckinridge 
followed the Valley turnpike to near the same stream. The cavalry 
marched by the Back road. June 29, the army marched to the vicinity 
of Sparta, Ramseur in advance, and on the 30th, Gordon in advance, to 
near Hawkinstown, and July 1 he led the march to Fisher’s Hill, the 
cavalry coming by the Middle road, and encamped on Hupp’s Hill. 

July 2, we marched to the vicinity of Winchester, Gordon in front 
(see plate ———t). July 3, Gordon and Breckinridge marched to 
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Martinsburg and captured the place, many stores, and some prisoners, 
without much opposition (see plate ———*). tamseur marched to Lee- 
town via Brucetown, and Rodes to Smithfield. The cavalry advanced 
to Kearneysville via Brucetown and Leetown (see plate ———*); met 
the enemy’s cavalry near the latter place, and had quite a severe fight 
of it and drove them through Kearneysville (see plate ———*). Me- 
Causland’s brigade marched all night via White Hall and Back Creek 
(see plate ———*). July 4, Ramseur marched, via Flowing Spring 
and Brown's, to Halltown, and Rodes via Charlestown; then advanc- 
ing we drove the enemy from Halltown and Bolivar Heights, and took 
Bolivar with the skirmishers of the two divisions. The enemy shelled 
our troops trom Maryland Heights, where they had 100-pounder Par- 
rott guns, and also from Mort: Duncan and Harper's Ferry (see plate 
——+). After dark the eneniy evacuated Harper’s Ferry and our 
skirmishers took possession. The other divisions marched to the 
vicinity of Duffield’s Depot (see plate ———*). McCausland’s brigade 
attacked North Mountain Depot early in the morning and took 200 pris- 
oners (see plate ———4), then marched to Hainesville. Jwly 5, Gordon 
crossed the Potomac at Boteler’s Ford and marched to the mouth of 
the Antietam, where he encamped. Vaughn, in command of Breckin- 
ridge’s division (Breckinridge commanding a corps made of it and Gor- 
don’s division) marched to Sharpsburg. Ramseur and Rodes spent 
the day at Ilarper’s Ferry (see plate ————*). McCausland went to 
Shepherdstown. July 6, Gordon marched to near Maryland Heights. 
Ramseur and Rodes came to the vicinity of Sharpsburg, leaving one 


brigade at Harper’s Ferry (see plate ————*). The cavalry went to 
Boonsborough (see plate ————*). McCausland came to the front of 


Sharpsburg. July 7, Gordon drove in the enemy’s outposts at Fort 
Dunean and Maryland Heights, and, supported by Wharton (Breckin- 
ridge’s division), engaged the enemy to within 600 yards of their very 
strong works (see plate ———t). Rodes was near Rohrersville and 
Ramseur near Sharpsburg. Lewis’ brigade, of Ramseur’s division, 
remained on Bolivar Heights (see plate t——+) until late in the p. mn., 
and then marched to the division at Sharpsburg by the usual route 
(see plate ———-*). The cavalry marched to the vicinity of Frederick 
City and engaged the enemy some. McCausland went to Hagerstown 
from Sharpsburg, and engaged U. 8. regular cavalry. 

July 8, Ramseur marched by Boonsborough and Middletown to the 
summit of the Catoctin Mountain, where he found the cavalry in posi- 
tion (see plate —*), Gordon and Wharton marched from Rohrers- 
ville, by Ifox’s Gap and Middletown, to the foot of the Catoetin Moun- 


tain (see plate ———*), while Rodes, from Rohrersville crossed the 
South Mountain by Crampton’s Gap and encamped near Jefferson 
(see plate —*). McCausland marched all night and passed 
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10 a.m. and skirmished with them while several batteries engaged 
their artillery. In the meantime MeCausland’s brigade of cavalry, 
which moved by Jefferson from Middletown, crossed the Monocacy 
lower down (see plate *), and got upon the enemy’s flank and 
drove away his cavalry and engaged his infantry for a time. Gordon’s 
division soon followed and struck the flank of the enemy’s infantry 
and drove it back in confusion (see plate ———*), They then formed 
a second line, which he also broke and routed completely, pursuing 
them some distance, capturing many prisoners until night closed the 
pursuit. MceCausland’s brigade followed the enemy’s cavalry to Ur- 
bana and engaged them (see plate — +), and then fell back to the 
Monocacy. Rodes’ division marched out on the Baltimore road and 
skirmished with the enemy some (see plate — t). The troops en- 
camped on the battle-field. Johnson’s brigade of cavalry, formerly 
Jones’, started on an expedition to the vicinity of Baltimore, &c. (For 
their route and camps, showing where they burned important bridges 
and cut the enemy’s lines of communication with Washington City, see 
plate ———7). Sunday, July 10, the enemy’s infantry retreated 
toward Baltimore. We destroyed the iron bridge across the Monocacy 
and the block-houses at the Junction, and continued our march toward 
Washington City via Urbana, Gordon in front. Ramseur brought up 
the rear and had a little skirmishing with some of the eneimy’s cav- 
alry. We encamped near Gaithersburg. McCausland, in advance, 
drove Wilson’s cavalry, fighting, to Rockville, and camped there 
(see plate —t). July 11, Rodes in front, marched to Silver Spring, 
on the borders of the District of Columbia, where we engaged the 
enemy’s skirmishers and drove them to the fortifications (see plate 
—t). The day was intensely hot, and the army much exhausted. 
We found the enemy’s works of a very formidable character and fully 
manned; the whole country cleared off and exposed in every part to 
fire from their numerous forts and batteries that crowned the heights 
in our front (see plate —t). The army encamped in the vicinity 
of Silver Spring. McCausland’s cavalry brigade advanced from Rock- 
ville by the Georgetown road and engaged the enemy near Tennally- 
town (see plate —t), while Colonel Mosby’s command made a 
demonstration at the Chain Bridge on the Virginia side (see plate 
—t). 

July ne we spent in front of Washington, and Rodes’ division lrad a 
heavy skirmish with the enemy on the Seventh Street turnpike in the 
p- m. Wealso had a cavalry skirmish on the Georgetown road, where 
our cavalry was forced by superior numbers to retire. Some infantry 
was sent to their support. Johuson’s brigade of cavalry returned to- 
day fromits marchtoward Baltimore (see plate-————t). At dark our 
trains were started back, Wharton in front, and at 11 p. m. the rest 
followed, Ramseur in the rear (see plate ——t). McCausland marched 
the riverroad. July 13, we reached Rockville at daylight and Seneca 
Creck about noon, where we rested until dark. The enemy fol- 
lowed to Rockville and attacked our rear guard, Jackson’s brigade 
of cavalry, and were handsomely repulsed (see plate ———+). Me. 
Causland marched to Edwards Ferry. Continuing the march during 
the night via Poolesville, the army reached White's Ford about mid- 
night and rested until dawn of the 14th, when it crossed the river and 
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encamped between there and Leesburg. The enemy came up shortly 
after we crossed. Part of the cavalry crossed lower down (see 
plate *), McCausland crossed at Conrad’s Ferry and went to 
dwards Ferry and had a fight (see plate ———*). The 15th was spent 
in camp, the enemy making demonstrations along the river and shell- 
ing our cavalry. The trains and prisoners were sent to Ashby’s Gap, 
via Upperville, McCausland covering them. July 16, we marched, via 
Leesburg and Purcellville, through Snicker’s Gap, Jackson’s cavalry 
in advance, crossed the Shenandoah, as did also Gordon’s and What- 
ton’s divisions. The others encamped on the east and west slopes of 
the mountain. McCausland followed the trains to Ashby’s Gap and 
Johnson marched to protect the right flank from the enemy at Hillsbo- 
rough, but he failed to doit, and they made an attack on our train at 
Purcellville and did some damage, but they were soon repulsed and we 
captured a piece of artillery from them (see plate ———*). McCaus- 
land marched to Millwood. 

July'17, we crossed the Shenandoah at Castleman’s Ferry and Gordon 
and Wharton encamped near the crossing; Rodes farther down the 
river and Ramseur near Long Branch. Imboden went to Millwood; 
McCausland to Salem Church; Jackson toward Charlestown, and John- 
son farther to the left (see plate ———*). Our cavalry fought the 
enemy’s advance in Snicker’s Gap. Juwy 18, the enemy came across 
the mountain at Snicker’s Gap and attacked our lines furiously, getting 
commanding positions for their artillery on the bluffs of the east bank 
of the Shenandoah. They crossed the river at Cool Springs, where 
they were met by Rodes, aided by Wharton, and signally repulsed and 
driven with loss across the river, Gordon engaging them at the same 
time near Castlemaw’s Ferry (see plate ———*). Their loss was heavy. 
Our cavalry fought them as they advanced across the mountain. The 
fight took place in the p.m. July 19, the enemy attempted to cross at 
Berry’s Ferry, from Ashby’s Gap, but was signally repulsed by Imbo- 
den’s and McCausland’s brigades of cavalry (see plate ———*). On 
the 20th Ramseur’s division and Vaughn’s and Jackson’s cavalry, which 
had been sent to Winchester last night, to-day went three miles toward 
Martinsburg, and was attacked by the enemy at Rutherford’s farm 
and defeated, losing 4 pieces of artillery, Jackson saving them from 
rout by charging to the front and covering the retreat (see plate ———+ 
The trains were started toward Newtown, and during the night Breckin 
ridge (Gordon and Wharton), followed by McCausland, marched to 
Cedarville via Millwood, and on the 20th to Middletown.  Rodes 
marched through White Post and on to Newtown, while Ramseur, hav- 
ing coyered the evacuation of Winchester, came to Kernstown (see 
plate ————*), 

On the 21st we moved to Cedar Creek, the enemy slowly following 
with a large force, and on the 22d marched to the vicinity of Strasburg, 
Ramseur north, Rodes northwest, and Breckinridge northeast, on 
Hupp’s Hill (see plate ———*), and McCausland encamped in the 
vicinity of Front Royal. July 23, the enemy’s cavalry advanced to 
near Newtown, but was met by ours and driven back to Kernstown. 
The infantry remained in camp. MeCausland’s brigade moved to Buck. 
ton (see plate ———*). Jtly 24, we marched toward Winchester, Gor- 
don in front, Vaughn’s cavalry on the Valley turnpike, Johnson’s o1 
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the right, to flank Winchester, Jackson on the Middle, and Imboden on 
the Back road. We drove in theenemy’s pickets at Bartonsville and the 
vavalry engaged them at 10 a.m. near Kernstown. The infantry soon 
eame up and Wharton was moved inline to the right and Gordon to the 
left of the turnpike. Ramseur was moved to the Middleroad. Gordon 
engaged the enemy in front while Wharton turned their left flank and 
they retreated in confusion. Johnson had engaged their cavalry on the 
Front Royal road, and Rodes was moved across toward Mrs. Hamilton’s 
to cut off the retreat of the cavalry, but most of them escaped. They 
made several attempts to stand, but were pressed vigorously by Rodes 
on the right of the pike and in it, below Winchester, and by Gordon 
on the left. Rodes continued the pursuit to Stephenson’s and the cavy- 
alry to Bunker Hill, causing the enemy to burn over seventy wagons 
and twelve caissons. Gordon pursued to three miles beyond Winchester. 
Ramseur and Wharton came to the Red Bud. Our artillery did excel- 
lent work. McCausland marched via Cedarville to Winchester and to 
the front at Stephensows. July 25, after the heavy rain of the morn- 
ing, the infantry marehed to Bunker Hill. Our cavalry foliowed the 
enemy to Martinsburg and had a skirmish there (see plate ———*), 
The enemy crossed the Potomac. 
On the 26th we marched to Martinsburg, and encamped in the vicin- 
ity; Rodes and Ramseur on Dry Run, and Gordon and Wharton on 
Tuscarora Creek. The cavalry went to opposite Williamsport. The 
27th and 28th were employed in destroying the Baltimore and Ohio 
tailroad in the vicinity of Martinsburg. Cavalry at Hainesville and 
Hammond’s Mill. July 29, McCausland’s and Johnson’s brigades of cav- 
alry started for Chambersburg, which they burned (for routes, eucamp- 
ments, and engagements with the enemy, see plate ———*); and Rodes 
and Ramseur marched to Williamsport, the skirmishers driving the 
enemy to Hagerstown, while MeCausland’s and Johnson's cavalry crossed 
atMcCoy’s Ford. Theenemy’scavalry fired on our line of march at Fall- 
ing Waters. We crossed to the Virginia side to encamp (see plate 
t+), July 30, returned to Martinsburg, Ramseur by Mammond’s 
Mill, Rodes by Falling Waters; and on the 3lst marched to Bunker 
Hill and eneamped, Ramseur notthwest and Rodes southeast of there, 
while Gordon and Wharton halted at Darkesville (see plate ———+). 
August 1, 2, and 3, we remained in camp. On the 4th Gordon and 
Wharton marched to Shepherdstown, via Leetown, while Rodes and 


Ramseur went via Martinsburg to Hainesville (see plate ———t). On 
the 5th we crossed the Potomae to Sharpsburg and had a skirmish 
with Cole’s cavalry across the Antietam (see plate ———*). + Rodes and 
Ramseur crossed at Williamsport and encamped near Saint James’ Col- 
lege. 


On the 6th Rodes and Ramseur returned through Williamsport and 
on to Hammond’s Mill, while Gordon and Wharton marched to the 
Virginia shore at Williamsport via Tilghmanton, Some of the cavalry 
went to Hagerstown (see plate ———1+). On the 7th we continued our 
march through Martinsburg to the camps at Bunker Hill and Darkes- 
ville as on the 30th ultimo (see plate —t). <Averell’s division of 
Federal cavalry surprised the camp of Johusou’s cavalry at Moorefield 
and drove it and MeCausland’s away in great confusion ‘see* plate 
—— +). Enemy collecting a large force at Harper’s Ferry. August 8 
and 9 were spent in eamp, and on the 10th we marched to Stephenson’s 
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Depot, then by Jordan Springs to the mouth of Abraham’s Creek, where 
Breckinridge encamped. Ramseur marched to Winchester to meet a 
reported advance of the enemy from Romney. Nodes encamped at 
Stephenson’s. The enemy made demonstrations on the Martinsburg, 
Berryville, and Millwood roads in the p. m., but were easily repulsed 
(see plate ———*). On the morning of the 11th we formed a line of 
battle covering the approaches to Winchester from the east and south- 
east, Breckinridge covering the Berryville and Millwood roads, Ram- 
seur the Front Royal road, and Rodes the one to Martinsburg. There 
was some skirmishing and cannonading on the Millwood road (see plate 
—_—*), but it was ascertained that the enemy was endeavoring to reach 
the Valley pike, in our rear, so Gordon was noved to the vicinity of 
Newtown and put in position to cover the approaches (see plate ———*) ; 
the rest of the army followed. After a brisk skirmish, about dark, on 
the road to the Double Toll-Gate, in which the enemy was repulsed 
(see plate ———*), we encamped in the vicinity of Newtown (see plate 
—*), On the morning of the 12th we fell back across Cedar Creek 
and formed a line of battle there, the enemy forming on the north side, 


and some skirmishing ensued (see plate ———*). In the evening we 
fell back to Fisher’s Hill, posting the cavalry on the flanks and in front, 
McCausland on the right (see plate ———*). August 13, a line of 


defense was selected at Visher’s Hill and occupied by troops as in plate 
—.' On the 14th the enemy sent a few skirmishers across Cedar 
Creek and owrs engaged them. The enemy drove our signal men from 
the end of the Three-Top Mountain, but a company of sharpshooters 
drove them off in turn with loss (see plate ———t). August 15, we drove 
the enemy’s pickets across Cedar Creek and reconnoitered their posi- 
tion. 

On the 16th General Anderson, advancing to re-enforce General Early, 
had his pickets attacked by the enemy at Guard Hill, near Front 
Royal, and suffered some loss (see plate ———t). On the morning of the 
17th the enemy retreated, buuning barus and hay and grain ricks as they 
went. We followed after them, McCausland’s cavalry brigade in front, 
on the Valley pike, followed by Gordon, Jackson’s brigade on the Mid- 
Me and Johnson’s on the Back road. “We did not overtake the enemy 
until we reached Kernstown; then drove their skirmishers in and found 
their cavalry, supported by a brigade of infantry, posted on Bowers’ 
Hill. Forsberg’s brigade, of Wharton’s division, was thrown out on 
the left and skirmished with the enemy; then Wharton was formed in 
line, with Ramsciw’s sharpshooters on the right, and advanced under a 
heavy musketry and artillery fire and drove the enemy from the hill 
about dark (see plate ———*), McCausland moved round to the right 
of Winchester and by the Berryville road. General Anderson, with 
Kershaw’s division of infantry and Fitz Lee's cavalry, advanced to the 
Opequon (see plate ———*). On the 18th Rodes went a short distance 
on the Berryville road, Ramseur on the Martinsburg road, and Ander- 
son encamped ou the Front Royal and Millwood roads; Gordon and 
Wharton on Abraham's Creek; MeCausland went to Stephenson’s. 
August 19, the army marched to Bunker Hill and encamped near 
there, Anderson and Vitz Lee remaining at Winchester.  Lomax’s 
division of cavalry went to Martinsburg and Shepherdstown. On the 
20th the cavalry had some skirmishing along the Opequon. 
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On the 21st we marched to the vicinity of Charlestown, driving the 
euemy’s cavalry from the Opequon, meeting the infantry about 9 a.m. 
at Cameron Station and driving them toward Charlestown, in front of 
which we had some severe skirmishing and also shelled the enemy’s 
sharpshooters at Packett’s house. The troops were disposed as in 
plate .* The enemy fortified their lines (see plate ay 
Vaughn's, Johnson’s, and Jackson’s brigades advanced to Leetown and 
then crossed to the vicinity of Charlestown (see plate t), Part of 
McCausland’s brigade followed the enemy’s cavalry from the Opequon 
to Summit Point. The rest covered the advance and formed on Rodes’ 
left. Fitz Lee, advancing by Berryville, engaged the enemy on that 
road, while Anderson drove them on the Summit Point road (see plate 
t). Weencamped nearCameron. August 2%, the enemy retired 
last night and we drove their cavalry pickets through Charlestown 
and established our line beyond it, with cavalry on both flanks, Fitz 
Lee on the right and Lomax on the left. Anderson came to the vicin- 
ity (see plate t). We remained near the same position on the 
23d and 24th, moving somewhat to the left along the Leetown road 
(see plate t). The enemy drove in our pickets on the 24th, but 
we repulsed them. August 25, marched for Shepherdstown via Lee- 
town, Wharton in front, and met the advance of the enemy’s cavalry 
on the march, about two miles from Leetown, and had quite a heavy 
skirmish and artillery duel with them, driving them from their position 
(see plate i). They made another stand nearer to Shepherds- 
town, where we engaged them until dark, driving them several miles, 
some crossing the Potomacand some going toward Harper’s Ferry (see 
plate t), We encamped near Shepherdstown, the cavalry divis- 
ions of Fitz Lee and Lomax collected at Leetown via Smithfield, and 
went to Williamsport via Martinsburg (see plate +), Anderson 
remained in front of Charlestown, with McCausland on his left. and 
on his right. 

On the 26th the army marched back to Leetown, Ramseur in advance. 
The cavalry came to Shepherdstown after an artillery fight across the 
Potomac at Williamsport (see plate t). The enemy made an 
attack on Anderson at Charlestown in the p.m. August 27, marched to 
the old camps at Bunker Hill, Rodes moving by “the Bower.” The rest, 
Ramseur in advance, by Smithfield. Anderson marched via Smithfield 
and Brucetown to Stephenson’s. The cavalry that had been left at 
Charlestown came to Smithfield, but was ordered back. The rest of 
it remained at Shepherdstown (see plate t). On the 28th, the 
enemy’s cavalry advanced on ours and compelled it to cross the Opegq- 
uon. After a brisk engagement at Smithfield, which place the enemy 
oceupied and burned barns and houses, Fitz Lee retired toward 
Brucetown and Lomax toward Bunker Hill. Ramseur was marched 
toward the Opequon, but did not cross (see plate t). The 
29th the enemy advanced across the Opequon, driving in our cavalry. 
Our infantry was advanced, as in plate x and, aided by the 
artillery, drove them back across the Opequon and from some rude 
works they had constructed in front of Smithfield (see plate §), 
and then returned to camp, leaving the cavalry behind, but the enemy 
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drove them back across the Opequon in the p.m. MeCausland sent 
vedettes on Gordon’s right from his position at Beeson’s Ford. All 
was quiet on the 30th, but the enemy made some demonstrations along 
the Opequon on the 81st, which were met by our cavalry. Anderson 
on the 31st marched to near Winchester and Rodes marched to Mar- 
tinsburg and back on a reconnaissance (see plate ———*). 

Quiet prevailed September 1, but on the 2d the enemy was reported 
moving in force toward Berryville, and three divisions of the army 
were marched across the country to near Stone Chapel, when Vaughn’s 
brigade of cavalry, which had been left at Bunker Hill, having been 
stampeded by the enemy, who thus got on Johnson’s flank and routed 
the whole line (see plate ————*), capturing wagons, &e., when Rodes, 
who had been left at Stephenson’s, formed and drove the enemy 
back to Bunker Hill, and the army came back to the vicinity of Bruce- 
town and Stephenson’s. McCausland moved from Brucetown to Rodes’ 
right (see plate ———*); Fitz Lee and Anderson moved toward Ber- 
ryville. On the morning of the 3d the enemy’s cavalry appeared at 
White Post, and Fitz Lee moved to Newtown to guard our rear. 
Anderson advanced to Berryville and found the enemy’s infantry there, 
and drove a portion of it handsomely from somé earth-works (see 


plate ———1+). Rodes moved to Bunker Hill and supported our cav- 
alry in a fight there in the morning (see plate ———*). At night Gor- 


don marched to Winchester. On the 4th Ramseur, Wharton, and 
Rodes marched to Berryville via “‘ Burnt Factory,” and moved to the 
left of General Anderson and had some skirmishing with the enemy, 
whom we found well fortified in our entire front (see plate ———+). 
The enemy’s cavalry returned from White Post to-day; Gordon 
remained to guard the approaches to Winchester. After remaining in 
front of the enemy at Berryville until 2 p. m. of the 5th the divisions of 
Rodes, Wharton, and Ramseur returned by the same route they had 
advanced to Stephenson’s; Rodes, in front, reached there just in time 
to form a brigade on the right of our cavalry, which was falling back 
before Averell’s superior force, and aid in driving him several miles 
through a hard rain with loss (see plate ————*). Anderson marched 
back in the a. m. to the west side of the Opequon. It was quiet on the 
6th, but on the 7th the enemy made demonstrations near Brucetown at 
the Yellow House, on the Martinsburg road, and also on the Millwood 
and Front Royal roads not far from Winchester. They were repulsed 
at all points. It was quiet again on the 8th, owing to the hard rain, 
but on the 9th the enemy advanced to the Opequon, below Brucetown, 
and burned some mills; Wharton marched out to meet them. Septem- 
ber 10, we marched, Rodes in front, through a very hard rain beyond 
Darkesville, preceded by some of Lomax’s. division. Near Darkesville 
we encounterd the enemy’s cavalry and drove it off (see plate - py) 
our cavalry pursuing through Martinsburg, when the enemy retired 
across the Opequon, their whole force being on the south side of that 
stream. The infantry returned to Bunker Hill, the cavalry remained 
at Darkesville. 
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plate *), The enemy retired at night. On the 14th Anderson 
went away with Kershaw’s division via Front Royal. The troops 
remained in camp on the 15th and 16th near Stephenson’s. In the 
p. m. of the 17th Jackson’s brigade of cavalry and Gordon’s and Rodes’ 
divisions marched to Bunker Hill, and on the 18th Jackson and Gor- 
don went to Martinsburg, meeting the enemy’s pickets at Big Spring 
and driving them through the town, three of the brigades going to the 
left and one (York’s) to the right; made some captures, burned rail- 
road bridges, and returned to Bunker Hill; Rodes returned to Stephen- 
son’s (see plate *). The enemy advanced by the Berryville road 
toward Winchester at 3 a. m. of the 19th, and Ramseur opposed their 
advance, having Johnson’s and Jackson’s cavalry on the right. Rodes 
came up at 10 a. m. and formed on Ramseur’s left and Gordon arrived 
about noon and formed on Rodes’ left. Wharton formed to the left 
and rear of Gordon across the Martinsburg road, on which he drove 
back several advances of the enemy’s cavalry. The fighting was very 
heavy about noon, and all the enemy’s advances were repulsed by our 
infantry and artillery with great slaughter. The enemy massed his 
cavalry at 1 p. m. to turn our left, but was repulsed in his attack. He 
renewed it at 4 p.m. and got in the rear of the left, when the whole 
line gave way and we retreated, about sundown, the enemy’s cavalry 
following to Kernstown, where they were repulsed by Ramseur, who 
was in the rear. We retreated to Newtown, Gordon in front, and 
encamped about midnight (see plate *), The enemy had by 
official returns cavalry opposed to us. 

On the 20th the army marched at daylight to Fisher’s Hill and took 
position as in plate | General Rodes having been killed at Win- 
chester, Ramseur was placed in command of Rodes’ division and Brig. 
Gen. John Pegram took command of Early’s division, which Ramseur 
had hitherto commanded. Fitz Lee’s cavalry fell back to Front Royal.t 
One division of the enemy’s cavalry came to near Strasburg. On the 
21st we remained in our works as on the 20th. The enemy made some 
demonstrations in the a.m. with infantry on our right and center and 
cavalry on our left. Late in the p.m. they drove in our skirmish line 
on the Middle road and got possession of a wooded hill in our front, 
which they at once fortified (see plate +), Wickham, in com- 
mand of Fitz Lee’s cavalry, fell back to Milford (see plate §). 
On the 22d of September the enemy advanced a line of battle in our 
front at an early hour and engaged our skirmishers. At 9,30 a. m. 
they had them earnestly engaged in front of the center, and at 1 p. m. 
they advanced several lines of battle in front of Ramseur, but only 
drove in his skirmishers. At 4.30 p.m. they drove in the skirmishers 
in front of Gordon, and opened a lively artillery fire from the ridge 
between the railroad and the river. At the same time a corps of the 
enemy’s infantry having made a detour through the woods at the foot of 
Little North Mountain, turned the flank of our cavalry on the left and 
compelled them to retreat in confusion, when it moved on toward the 
left flank of the infantry and rather beyond it. 

About 5.30 p. m. an attempt was made to throw the whole line back 
and more to the left to meet the movement of the enemy; but the 
attack was so rapid and vigorous in flank and front that the whole left of 
the line gave way, thus admitting the enemy to the rear of the whole 
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line northwest of the railroad, which at once gave way, and the whole 
army retreated in disorder about dark, except some of Wharton’s divis- 
ion, which formed a rear guard, and the brigade that had been on the 
left of the line. A few men and some artillery rallied on the hill in 
front of Mount Prospect and checked the enemy for a time. The army 
retreated rapidly. The enemy followed to Tom’s Brook, where Smith’s 
brigade of Wharton’s division checked them, and they gave up the 
pursuit (see plate *), The retreat continued all night, and the 
troops arrived at Mount Jackson at an early hour on the morning of 
the 23d. The trains were sent across the North Fork of Shenandoah 
River by the bridge Captain Hart, of the engineer troops, had com- 
pleted the day before. The troops remained in line of battle at Mount 
Jackson during the day, and the enemy’s cavalry came up and skir- 
mished and threw a few shells, but made no advance (see plate t). 
After dark we crossed to Rude’s Hill and encamped (see plate +} 

On the morning of the 24th we formed a line of battle on Rude’s Hill 
and remained there until noon, the enemy advancing to the river and 
throwing a few shells, at the same time moving up on the opposite side 
of the river to our left flank (see plate t+), and driving our cavalry 
back rapidly on the Middle road. We then fell back in line and in col- 
umn, and formed again in rear of New Market, and in the same way, 
skirmishing and using artillery, we formed lines and fell back to Tenth 
Legion, where we formed a line late in the p. m. and held it until after 
dark (see plate t), when, leaving Jackson’s cavalry on picket, the 
army followed the trains, by the Keezletown road, to Flook’s (see plate 
+), Ramseur in front, where we arrived about midnight. Our 
cavalry was driven to near Harrisonburg. On the 25th the trains 
moved on at 1 p.m. to Brown’s Gap, via Peale’s Cross-Roads, Meyer- 
hoeffer’s Store, and Port Republic, and at daylight the troops followed, 
Pegram in advance, and encamped in Brown’s Gap, the cavalry en- 
camping between South and Middle Rivers (see plate t); the 
enemy came to Harrisonburg. September 26, Kershaw’s division came 
up the river from Swift Run Gap, where it had crossed the Blue Ridge 
from Gordonsville, and, turning off at Lewis’, joined the rest of the 
army in Brown’s Gap (see plate t). The enemy’s cavalry and 
artillery attacked Kershaw as he was about to turn off and he repulsed 
them, engaging their artillery also, which was across the river (see plate 
t). arly in the morning the enemy’s cavalry came on from Har- 
risonburg and drove ours across the South River. Pegram’s division 
was moved out to the angle of the Cave road, with artillery, and engaged 
the enemy, repulsing several charges of cavalry (see plate t)s at 
the same time the enemy advanced up the turnpike, where Ramseur’s 
skirmishers drove them back. The attack on Kershaw was simulta- 
neous. Wharton and Gordon were marched out to support the others 
(see plate t). Wickham’s cavalry (Fitz Lee’s) was moved to 
our left in the p.m. to Patterson’s Ford, to meet a reported move of 
the enemy. 

The enemy’s cavalry having spent the night of the 26th near Weyer’s 
Cave and Port Republic, with skirmishers across South River (see 
plate t), General Early planned to attack them in flank and rear 
on the 27th. Wickham, under cover, was marched across South River 
at Patterson’s Ford, followed by Gordon, artillery, and Ramseur, Whar- 
ton guarding the right flank of the movement, while Pegram engaged 
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the enemy in front and Kershaw held the approaches to Brown’s Gap 
(see plate *). Our eavalry made a successful attack and every- 
thing was in position for a surprise, when the artillery opened prema- 
turely and warned the enemy and they fled, only skirmishing some 
with our cavalry, which drove them toward Mount Meridian. Pegram 
crossed the river and joined Gordon and Ramseur in driving the enemy 
across North River, when we shelled them very successfully as they fled 
from the hill opposite Port Republie (see plate —*). Weencamped 
between the rivers, except Kershaw, who remained at Brown’s Gap. 
Some misunderstanding of orders delayed the march on the morning 
of the 28th, when we started for Waynesborough, the enemy having 
gone there via Staunton on the 27th. Our trains crossed at Patterson’s 
Ford and went up South River, Ramseur in front of them, followed by 
Wharton. Pegram marched by the Waynesborough road from Mount 
Meridian, turning by the Dogtown road five miles from Waynesborough. 
Kershaw, followed by Gordon, marched by New Hope and Hermitage, 
striking the enemy’s cavalry at the latter place and driving it on to- 
ward Dogtown. Pegram met the enemy about four miles from Dog- 
town and drove them there; then formed a line after dark and drove 
them to the Staunton road and toward Fishersville, our cavalry having 
previously gone by a by-road to near the tunnel and driven the enemy 
across South River and through Waynesborough (see plate =) 
All encamped after dark in the vicinity of Waynesborough. On the 
29th the army rested, the engineer troops and pioneers being en- 
gaged’in rebuilding the railroad bridges across South River and Chris- 
tian’s Creek, which the enemy had destroyed. The enemy’s cavalry 
retreated via Staunton, Spring Hill, and Mossy Creek to Bridgewater, 
while those along the Valley road fell back to North River, burning 
barns, mills, &c., as they went. Our cavalry went to Middle River. 
All quiet on the 30th. 

October 1, the army moved to the vicinity of Mount Sidney, Gordon, 
Kershaw, and Pegram marching by the road to the Willow Pump, and 
then down the Valley road three miles beyond Mount Sidney. Ram- 
seur and Wharton went by the Mount Meridian road and across by 
Piedmont to within three miles of Mount Sidney. Our cavalry went 
toward North River (see plate - my, 

On the 2d the enemy drove in our pickets near North River, and the 
Stonewall Brigade, of Gordon’s division, drove them back and held 
the bridge. Our cavalry was engaged with the enemy at Bridgewater 
(see plate *), The 3d and 4th were quiet, except some skirmish- 
ing along the line of North River.t Gordon moved to near Naked 
Creek on the 5th, and Rosser’s cavalry joined the army, having come 
up from Richmond, via Lynchburg. The enemy left his camps near 
Harrisonburg, Mount Crawford, and Bridgewater early on the morn. 
ing of the 6th, after burning in every direction. Our cavalry was soon 
in pursuit, and the infantry, Gordon in front, followed at 11 a. m. and 
marched to the vicinity of Harrisonburg, three divisions beyond it. 
Lomax went by the Keezletown road to Peale’s, and Rosser, with Fitz 
Lee’s division, by the Back road, falling on the enemy’s rear at Brock’s 
Gap and capturing forges, &c. (see plate t). He then went to 
Timberville (see plate *), On the 7th we continued the march 
to New Market, Pegram in front, and encamped in the vicinity; Pegram 
and Wharton on the Timberville, Gordon and Ramseur on the Forest- 
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ville, and Kershaw on the Luray roads. Our cavalry went to Stony 
Creek (see plate *), The infantry remained in camp on the 8th, 
while Rosser, on the Back road, drove the enemy to Round Hill, en- 
gaging them near Tom’s Brook (see plate —1+), while Lomax drove 
them to Tom’s Brook on the turnpike (see plate ———t). The enemy 
turned on our cavalry on the 9th and drove them back, Lomax to 
Mount Jackson and Rosser to Stony Creek, where he checked them, 
and captured their trains and 8 pieces of artillery. Ramseur and 
Kershaw were marched down to Rude’s Hill to meet the enemy, but 
they retired to Edenburg (see plate ———*), and at night we held the 
line of Stony Creek. The 10th and 11th the infantry remained in 
camp, the pioneers being employed in repairing the telegraph line to 
New Market. Lomax’s division went to the Page Valley on the 11th. 

On the 12th the march was resumed, Ramseur in front, and the army 
marched to between Narrow Passage Creek and Woodstock (see 
plate *), The cavalry marched from Timberville to Stony Creek. 
Payne’s brigade went to Pugh’s Run on the Valley pike. Continuing 
the march on the 13th the advance infantry, Gordon’s, reached Hupp’s 
Hill by 10 a. m., having been preceded by Payne’s cavalry. The in- 
fantry was kept concealed by the hill and woods, and formed as in 
plate jt and some artillery was put in position, and opened on the 
enemy’s camps and pickets on the north side of Cedar Creek, driving 
them from their posts and camps on the left in great disorder. The 
enemy then advanced a brigade across Cedar Creek and opened from 
the batteries on their right. Our artillery shelled the advancing col- 
umn and slowly withdrew, when the enemy came on and was charged 
and handsomely routed by Gordon’s and Wharton’s skirmishers and 
Connev’s brigade, of Kershaw’s division (see plate t). The enemy 
suffered severely. Rosser advanced to Cedar Creek and engaged the 
enemy’s cavalry (see plate t); Lomax went down Page Valley 
and drove the enemy’s pickets from Guard Hill (see plate my 
The army fell back to Fisher’s Hill and encamped (see plate Ns 
Enemy burning |barns, &c.,| at Front Royal. The 14th was spent on 
Fisher’s Hill, &c. (see plate *), The enemy’s cavalry came to 
southwest of Strasburg, and Gordon’s and Wharton’s skirmishers drove 
them back to Hupp’s Hill. Lomax encamped at We remained 
at Fisher’s Hill the 15th, some of our skirmishers going to Hupp’s Hill 
and finding the enemy busily fortifying the north bank of Cedar Creek. 
All quiet on the 16th, but at night Rosser’s brigade of cavalry took 
Grimes’ infantry, of Ramseur’s division, behind it, and went to surprise 
a cavalry camp of the enemy on the Back road, but found only a picket, 
which was captured (see plate me). 

On the 17th the troops were marched out in front of Tumbling Run 
a mile or more, and some reconnaissances were made in front. General 
Karly sent General Gordon and myself to reconnoiter the enemy’s 
position with reference to an attack from the signal station on Three- 
Top Mountain, sending General Pegram to Cedar Creek for the same 
purpose. A map of the enemy’s position and works was made and 
delivered to the general commanding. On the 18th General Early 
summoned his division commanders to headquarters and decided upon 
and communicated to them a plan of attack to be carried into effect the 
following night and day, assigning to each division its time and place 
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of attack, as it was executed (see plate *). General Gordon, with 
the Second Corps (Gordon’s, Ramseur’s, and Pegram’s divisions), was 
to march across the Shenandoah and around the base of Three-Top 
Mountain by a blind and concealed path, and then to cross the Shenan- 
doah again at Bowman’s Ford and turn the enemy’s left flank. Ker- 
shaw was to go by Strasburg to Bowman’s Mill and attack in front of 
the left; Wharton and the artillery to go by Strasburg to Hupp’s Hill 
and be ready to second the.other attacks; Rosser to go by the Back 
road and engage the cavalry of the enemy; all to be ia position and 
attack at 5 o’clock of the morning of the 19th. Rosser to attack first, 
then Gordon, and lastly Kershaw (see plate *). About dark the 
streams were bridged and the path cleared out by the pioneers; and 
Gordon marched at 8 p. m. by the selected route (see plate 5) 
At midnight Kershaw and Wharton started for their positions. Be- 
fore 5 a. m. of October 19, Kershaw and Wharton were resting on 
Hupp’s Hilland Bowman’s Mill road, and Gordon had rested for some 
time not far from Bowman’s Ford on the south bank oftheriver. Rosser 
was also in position (see plate —*), The attack was successfully 
made, the enemy’s pickets driven in, and by sunrise Kershaw and Gor- 
don had oceupied the camps and works of the Kighth and Nineteenth 
Corps, and captured artillery and prisoners (see plate ———*). The 
Sixth Corps offered a new obstruction, and lines were formed as in plate 
———*, and they were driven back to the left of Middletown. A por- 
tion of Wharton’s division was added to the line and moved against 
the enemy, but could not cross Meadow Run in consequence of its depth 
of bed, and was driven back. The artillery thenopened and drove the 
enemy from his position (see plate —*), A second line was now 


formed, passing in front of Middletown and to the left (see plate ———~*.) 
and some skirmishing and cannonading took place along the line. A 
portion of the left was advanced some distance (see plate ——-——*), the 


enemy in the meantime, deploying his cavalry on his flanks, rallied and 
formed a line of infantry in the woods on the left of Meadow Run, 
behind some rude breast-works of rails, and from these they advanced 
late in the p. m. and broke a portion of our line on the left, when the 
whole line gave way just before dark and retreated. The enemy’s 
cavalry crossing Cedar Creek above the turnpike bridge, succeeded in 
cutting off and capturing most of our artillery and many wagons on 
Hupp’s Hill after dark, the bridge near Spangler’s Mill having in the 
meantime broken down and stopped the train. The troops marched all 
night and reached New Market on the 20th and went into their former 
camps, Rosser bringing up the rear. The enemy’s cavalry followed 
slowly to Edenburg, where we had halted our cavalry (see plate —t). 

On the 21st the enemy’s infantry came across Cedar Creek and took 
and fortified with great care a new position on Hupp’s and the adjoin- 
ing hills (see plate —*). Lomax’s division, which only came to the 
vicinity of Middletown on the 19th, fell back to Milford in the Page 
Valley, and took and fortified a strong position there (see plate ———}), 
Allwas quiet until the 26th, when the enemy’s cavalry attacked Lomax’s 
position at Milford and was repulsed. Rosser’s brigade on that day 
went from its camp near Timberville to Luray. The troops. remained 
quietly in camp in the vicinity of New Market, holding the line of 
Stony Creek and the position at Milford with cavalry, at points east of 
the Blue Ridge, until the 10th of November, when they again marched 
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down the Valley, Kershaw’s division in front, and encamped on each 
side of Woodstock (see plate *), Rosser’s division of cavalry going 
to Fairview and Lomax’s to Front Royal (see plate By 

Marching at 6 a. m. on the 11th, Pegram’s division in front, preceded 
by Payne’s brigade of cavalry, we drove the enemy’s pickets from Mid- 
dletown and up toa line of fortifications beyond Newtown; then formed 
a line of battle between Middletown and Newtown and had some skir- 
mishing with the enemy (see plate *), Rosser came by the Back 
and Middle roads to the left of Newtown (see plate *) and had 
some fighting with the enemy (see plate --——). Lomax came up on 
the right and extended toward Cedarville (see plate *), We spent 
the 12th in lineof battle atthesame place. Rosser engaged theenemy’s 
cavalry, and part of his force was driven some distance by them along 
the Back road, but bringing up the rest he in turn routed Custer’s 
division (see plate *), McCausland’s brigade, of Lomax’s division, 
repulsed several attacks of the enemy near Cedarville, but it was finally 
driven from there and lost 2 pieces of artillery. We fell back to 
Fisher’s Hill after dark (see plate *), On the 13th the army, 
Grimes’ brigade in front, marched to camps between Edenburg and 
Hawkinstown, and on the 14th, Gordon in front, we returned to camps 
in the vicinity of New Market (seeplate *), Col. William Proctor 
Smith reported on the 14th as chief engineer of the Army of the Valley 
and assumed control of the engineer department of the same, and the 
operations of the army from that time to the close of the campaign 
have been reported by hin. 

1 am, major, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JED. HOTCHKISS, 
Topographical Engineer, Valley District. 


Maj. J. H. ALEXANDER, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. of Engineer Bureau, Richmond, Va. 
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Adams’ (George W.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery G. 

Adney’s (William H.G.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 3¢th Regiment. 

Alcorn’s (Jeremiah) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battal- 
ton, 50th Company. 

Alexander’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See District of Columbia Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Alexander’s (Frederic W.) Artillery. See Baltimore Artillery, post. 

Alger’s (Russell A.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Allaire’s (Anthony J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 138d Regiment. 

Alleghany Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Allen’s (Charles F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 38th Regiment. 

Ailen’s (Crawford, jr.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H. 

Alistrom’s (John V.) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Amelunxen’s (Max yon) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Bat- 
talion, 162d Company. 

Amherst Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Amick’s (John W.) Partisans. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Anderson’s (Charles R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 128th Regiment. 

Anderson’s (James W.) Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 12th Battalion. 

Andrews’ (Joseph F.) Cavalry. See New Hampshire Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Arden’s (G. De Peyster) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Atkinson's (Edmund N.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Atwell’s (Charles M.) Cavalry. See Loudoun Rangers, Cavalry, post. 

Awi’s (F. Asbury) Infantry. See Pennsylrania Troops, 20/st Regiment. 

Ayers’ (Henry K. W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 10th Regi- 
ment. 

Babcock’s (Willoughby) Infantry. See Yew York Troops, 75th Regiment. 

Bacon’s (William P.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, dth Regiment. 

Bagley’s (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 69th Reyiment, Militia. 

Baker’s (Eugene M.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment. 

Baker’s (John H.) Infantry. See (eorgia Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Baldwin’s (James H.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Battalion, 
Batteries A, C, L, and £. 

Ball’s (Edward) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 51st Regiment. 

Ball’s (William H.) Infantry. See Ohiv Troops, 122d Negiment. 

Baltimore Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 2d Battery. 

Baltimore Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Union. 

Barker’s (Charles) Infantry. See Coast Guard Infantry, post, 

Barnes’ (John G.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Unattached Company. 

Barney’s (Iriend H.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, th Regiment. 

Bartholomee’s (Theodore M.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 12th Regiment. 

Bartlett’s (Erastus G.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Bassett’s (Isaac C. ) Infantry. See Pennsylvanic Troops, 8 7d Regiment. 


* References, unless otherwise indicated, are to index follow’ ing. 
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Bates’ (James T.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 45th Regiment. 

Bates’ (Thomas H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A. 

Battle’s (Henry T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Bauer’s (Gottfried) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 9Sth Regiment. 

Beadle’s (William H. H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 3d 
Regiment. 

Beardsley’s (William E.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Beck’s (James W.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 44th Regiment. 

Beger’s (Charles) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Battery. 

Benjamin's (William H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Bennett’s (George N.) Infantry. See Massachusetis Troops, 38th Regiment. 

Bennett’s (John W.) Cavalry. See Vermont Troops, Ist Regiment. 

Bennett’s (R. Tyler) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 14th Regi- 
ment. 

Binkley’s (Otho H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 110th Regiment. 

Birdseye’s (Mortimer B.) Cavalry. Sce New York Troops, 2d Regiment (Harris 
Light). 

Bishop’s (John L.) Infantry. See aaryland Troops, Union, 12th Regiment. 

Blacknall’s (Charles C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 23d Regi- 
ment. 

Blain’s (James 8.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Blakeslee’s (IXrastus) Cavalry. See Connecticut Troops, Ist Regiment. 

Blanchard’s (Justus W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 162d Regiment. 

Blanding’s (Christopher) Infantry. See Hospital Guards, Infantry, post. 

Blinn’s (Charles D.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Board’s (Francis H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 58th Regiment. 

Boeman’s (Lambert) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Boggs’ (John) Cavalry. See Pendleton County Home Guards, post. 

Boice’s (Theodore A.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Bomar’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 38th Regiment. 

Boswell’s (Benjamin D.) Infantry. See Mest Virginia Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Bowen’s (Lot) Cavalry. See Mest Virginia Troops, 8d Regiment. 

Boyda’s (Carlile) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 14th Regiment. 

Boyd’s (Robert) Infantry. See District of Columbia Troops, Ist Regiment. 

Boyd’s (Samuel H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 45th Regiment. 

Boykin’s (Stephen M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Brabble’s (Edmund C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 32d Regi- 
ment. 

Bradbury’s (Albert W.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 1st Battery. 

Brewer's (Melvin) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, Ist and 7th Regiments. 

Brewerton’s (Henry F.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, Sth Regiment, Bat- 
tery B. 

Brian’s (William) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
O7th Company. 

Briggs’ (Alvah W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 106th Regiment. 

Brinton’s (William P.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Bronson’s (Nelson) Infantry, See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
S5th Company. 

Brooks’ (Daniel) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 28th and 29th Regiments. 

Brower’s (Jabez M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 122d Regiment. 

Brown's (Addison, jr.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, Jth Regiment. 

Brown’s (Allison L.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 149th Regiment. 

Brown's (Charles C.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 22d Regiment. 

ae (Hamilton A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regi- 
ment. 
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Brown’s (William R.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Bruce's (John M.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Union, Battery D. 

| Bryan’s (Thomas A.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Buckley’s (William W.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery D. 

Buell’s (Marquis D.L.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 144th Regiment. 

Bukey’s (Van H.) Infantry. See MWest Virginia Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Bumgard’s (J.) Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See J. Bumgard. 

Burgess’ (Charles) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Burroughs’ (William H.) Artillery. See Rhett Artillery, post. 

Butler’s (George) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Cadot’s (Lemuel Z.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 91st Regiment. 

Cahill’s (Thomas W.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Callis’ (John B,) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 7th and 21st 
Regiments. 

Campbell’s (Edward L.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Capehart’s (Charles E.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Carlin’s (John) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery D. 

Carpenter’s (John C.) Artillery. See Alleghany Artillery, ante. 

Carr's (Gouverneur) Infantry. See New York Troops, 165th Regiment. 

Carrington’s (James McD.) Artillery. See Charlottesville Artillery, post. 

Carroll's (John §. P.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Carter's (James E.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Carter’s (William P.) Artillery. See King MWilliam Artillery, post. 

Chamberlin’s (John W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 123d Regiment. 

Chambers’ (William R. W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 93d Regiment, Militia. 

Chandler’s (Charles G.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Chapman’s (George B.) Artillery. See Monroe Artillery, post. 

Charles’ (William S.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Charlottesville Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Chase’s (Frederick) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery D. 

Claflin’s (Ira W.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment. 

Clark’s (Gideon) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 119th Regiment. 

Clark’s (John B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 193d Regiment. 

Clark’s (Leander) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Clark’s (Sidney E.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Claypool’s (Charles D.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Clitz’s (Henry B.) Infantry. #ee Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment. 

Clyburn’s (Benjamin R.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Coast Guard, Infantry. See Maine Troops: 

Coates’ (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 91st Regiment. 

Coates’ (Edwin M.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 12th Regiment. 

Cobb’s Legion. See Georgia Troops. 

Cobb’s (Norvell) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 44th Regiment. 

Cole’s (Henry A.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, P. H. B. 

Coleman’s (Henry E.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 12th Regi- 
ment. ; 

Coleman’s (James H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 102d Regiment. 

Coles’ (Frank H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
52d Company. 

Comly’s (James M.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Comstock’s (Apollos) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Conant’s (Oliver J.) Infantry. See Coast Guard, Infantry, ante. 

Conkling’s (Frederick A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 84th Regiment, Militia. 

Cook’s (Benjamin C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Bat- 
talion, 50th Company. 


1036 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. —_—_([Cuge. LY. 


Cook’s (Philip) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Cook’s (Roger E.) Infantry. Sce Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Pi Heb: 

Cooke’s (John S.) Infantry. See Massachusells Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Cooley’s (Alfred) Infantry. See New York Troops, 156th Regiment. 

Cooper’s (Raleigh L.) Artillery. See Stafford Artillery, post. 

Cornish’s (William T.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Courtney Artillery. See Virginia Froops, Confederate. 

Courtney’s (William H.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, Sth and Ith Regr- 
ments. 

Cowan’s (Andrew) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Battery. 

Cowand’s (David G.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 52d and 
53d Regiments; also 2d Battalion. 

Cox’s (William R.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 

Crofton’s (Robert E. A.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 16th Regiment. 

Crookston’s (Absalom) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, Gth Iegiment. 

Crossman’s (Horace F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Bat- 
talion, 96th Company. 

Crowninshield’s (Casper) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Cullen’s (James) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 7th Regiment. 

Cummings’ (William G.) Cavalry. See Vermont Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Curtis’ (Oscar H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 114th Regiment. 

Darling’s (Daniel H.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Darnall’s (William W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Davis’ (Edwin P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 153d Regiment. 

Davis’ (Greenlief P.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 21st Regi- 
ment. : 

Davis’ (Martin W.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Day’s (Nicholas W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 131st Regiment. 

Deane’s (Charles W.) Cavalry. See Wichigan Troops, 6th Regiment. 

De Blanc’s (Alcibiades) Infantry. Sce Louisiana Troops, 8th Regiment. 

De La Paturelle’s (Honore) Infantry. See New York Troops, 90th Regiment. 

Deming’s (Charles R.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 16th Battery. 

Devol’s (Hiram I.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 36th Regiment. 

Dewey’s (Henry H.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 10th Regiment. 

De Witt’s (David P.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 10th Regi- 
ment. 

Di Cesnola’s (Louis P.) Cavalry. See New York Treops, 4th Regiment. 

Dillingham’s (Kdwin) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Donohue’s (Michael) Cavalry. See Mest Virginia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Donovan’s (John H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 19th Regi- 
ment. 

Doughty’s (John B.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Douw’s (John D. P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 1218t Regiment. 

Drysdale’s (James) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
132d Company. 

Dudley’s (James 8.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Batterics 
Cand L. 

Duggan’s (Andrew W.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Duncan’s (Ashbell F.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Dungan’s (Robert H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 48th Regiment. 

Dunn’s (Ambrose C.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 37th Battalion. 

Dupont’s (Charles) Artillery. See Wichigan Troops, 15th Battery. 

Du Pont’s (Henry A.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery B. 

Durland’s (Coe) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Dwight’s (Augustus W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 122d Regiment. 
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Dyer’s (David H.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2ist Unattached Company. 

Dyer’s (Isaac) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Ebright’s (Aaron W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 126th Regiment. 

Edmundson’s (Henry A.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 27th Battalion. 

Egan’s (H.J.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Binsiedel’s (Detleo von) Infantry. See Vew York Troops, £1st Regiment. 

Bnochs’ (William H.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Entwistle’s (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 176th Regiment. 

Evans’ (Clement A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Everett’s (James) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Exempts’ Battalion, Infantry, See West Virginia Troops. 

Fagan's (Andrew) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H. 

Farabee’s (Harvey) Cavalry. See Iest Virginia Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Farmer's (George E.) Cavalry. See Vew York Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Farnum’s (J. Egbert) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 11th Regi- 
ment. 

Farr’s (Alpha B.) Infantry. See Massachusetls Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Parrington’s (Preston M.) Cavalry. See Rhode Islund Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Fay’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See New York Froops, 151st Regiment. 

Federhen’s (Jacob) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st (A) Battery. 

Fellman’s (John R.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Bat- 
talion, 53d Company. 

Perguson’s (William D.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 184th Regiment. 

Finley’s (Theodore M.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery H. 

Fisher's (John) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Fisher’s (Joseph W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 195th Regiment. 

Fisk’s (Henry C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 65th Regiment. 

Fitzgerald’s (Hobart E.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Fitzhugh’s (Charles L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Megulars, 4th Regiment, Bat 
teries C and L. 

Fletcher’s (Stephen C.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, Ist (Veteran) and 7th Regi- 
ments. 

Plory’s(Alexander M.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, Ist Regiment, P. H. B. 

Ployd’s (Horace W.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, dd and 4th Regiments. 

Fluvanna Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Foley’s (Shadrach) Cavalry. Sce Pennsylvania Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Forno’s (Heury) Infantry. ‘See Lowisiuna Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Forsyth’s (Charles) Infantry. See dlubama Troops, od Regiment. 

Foster’s (George P.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 3d and 4th Regiments. 

Foster's (James P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 125th Regiment, 

Foust’s (Benezet F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 4th and 10th 
Regiments. 

French’s (Edwin W.) Cavalry. See Connecticut Troops, Ist Regiment. 

French’s (frank 8.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, ist Regiment, Battery E 

French's (Winsor B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 77th Regiment. 

Frink’s (Henry A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 186th Regiment. 

Fry’s (C. W.) Artillery. See Orange Artillery, post. 

Funk’s (John H.S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, dth Regiment. 

Furney’s (Luther) Infantry. Seve Chio Troops, J4th Regiment. 

Furst’s (George) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery A. 

Gansevoort’s (Henry 8.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Gapen’s (Henry C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 15th Regiment. 

Garber’s (Asher W.) Artillery. See Staunton Artillery, post. 

Gardiner’s (Alexander) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Garrett’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 5th Regi- 
ment. 
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George’s (Albert G. P.) Infantry. See Viryinia Troops, Confederate, Goth Regiment. 

Getchell’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 150th Iegiment. 

Gibbs’ (Alfred) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Gibbs’ (Frank C.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery L. 

Gibson’s (John ©.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 49th Iegiment. 

Gibson’s (Thomas) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Gibson's (Thomas §.) Cavalry. See Virginiu Troops, Confederate, 27th Battalion. 

Gilbert’s (Benjamin F'.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Gilmor’s (Harry W.) Cavalry. See Varyland Troops, Confederate, 2d Battalion. 

Gilpin’s (Charles) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, P. H. B. 

Gittings’ (Erskine) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Batteries 
Land M. 

Glassie’s (Daniel W.) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 1st Battery. 

Glover’s (Andrew S.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment (Harris Light). 

Gobin’s (J. P. Shindel) Infantry. See Pennsylrania Troops, 47th Regiment. 

Godwin’s (Archibald C.) Infantry. See North Carolinw Troops, Confederate, o7th 
Regiment. 

Good's (Tilghman H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 47th Regiment. 

Gordon’s (David 8.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment. 

Gould's (Marshall) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, Cth Iegiment. 

Graham's (Harvey) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Graham’s (John E.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, ist Regiment, E. S. 

Graham’s (John L.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battal- 
ion, 109th Company. 

Graham’s (Samuel) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Granger’s (Moses M.) Infantry. Sée Ohio Troops, 122d Regiment. 

Granniss’ (Samuel H.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Grant’s (John V.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 5th Battery. 

Graves’ (William P.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery I. 

Greene’s (Charles $.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 61st Regiment. 

Greenfield’s (Andrew J.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 22d Reyiment. 

Griffin’s (William H.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 2d Battery. 

Grimes’ (Bryan) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Grogan’s (Michael A.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Gross’ (Frank P.) Infantry. Sec Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
72d Company. 

Hagans’ (Harrison H.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troons, 1st Regiment. 

Hague’s (Albert G.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Hale’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment. 

Haley’s (Eben D.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 1st Battery. 

Hall’s (James R.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Hall’s (Josephus M.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, dth Regiment. 

Hall’s (Moses 8.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Hamblin’s (Joseph E.) Infantry. See Vew York Troops, 65th Regiment. 

Hamilton’s (Theodore 33.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 62d Regiment. 

Hammond’s (John) Cavalry. See New York Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Hampton Legion, Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops. 

Hancock's (John M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Bat- 
talion. 

Hanley’s (Timothy) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Hanlon’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Hannum's (Josiah C.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 28th Battery. 

Hardwicke’s (William W.) Artillery. See Lee Artillery, post. . 

Harper's CN) Infantry. Sce Pennsylvania Troops, 95th and guth Regiments, 

Harris’ (Enon M.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, Company A. 
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Harris’ (Leonard A.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 137th Regiment. 

Harrison’s (Charles J.) Infantry. See Mest Virginia Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Harrison’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment. 

Hart’s (Alexander) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Hart’s (Thompson D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 104th Regiment. 

Hart’s (William T.) Engineers. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment. 

Haslett’s (John R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 197th Regiment. 

Hasson’s (Benjamin PF.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Hastings’ (Matthew) Artillery. See Keystone Artillery, post. 

Hastings’ (Smith il.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Hatch’s (Charles H.) Cavalry. See Vew York Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Haurand’s (August) Cavalry. See Vew York Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Hawkins’ (Hamilton 8.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment. 

Haynes’ (Charles L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 27th Regiment. 

Healy’s (John G.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Heaton’s (Edward) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Batterics 
Band L. 

Hebble’s (Christain B.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Heine’s (Charles) Artillery. See Wichigan Troops, 14th Battery. 

Heine’s (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 103d Regiment. 

Heiskell’s (Ielix) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 13th Regiment. 

Henagan’s (John W.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Henry’s (William W.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Hensley’s (William B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 45th Battalion. 

Hickman’s (Baynton J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 49th Regiment. 

Higginbotham’s (Joln C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 25th Regi- 
ment. ‘ 

Higinbotham’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, Gath Regiment. 

Hill’s (Joseph C.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, bth Regiment. 

Hill’s (Lewis H.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 61st Regiment. 

Hill’s (Wallace) Artillery. See Mest Virginia Troops, Battery (. 

Hinkson’s (Hezekiah) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 77th Battery. 

Hobbs’ (Joshua E.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment, 

Hobson's (l. La Fayette) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Hoffman’s (John J.) Cavalry. See Mest Virginia Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Hoffman’s (John 8.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment. 

Hoge’s (George W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 120th Regiment. 

Holliday’s (Frederick W. M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 33d Regi- 
ment. 

Holliday’s (John W.) Infantry. See Mest Virginia Troops, Ith Regiment. 

Holman’s (Charles) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Kegiment, Battery B. 

Holt’s (Erastus D.) Infantry. See Vew York Troops, 49th Regiment, 

Holt’s (Willis C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Horn’s (John W.) Infantry. See Waryland Troops, Union, bth Regiment, 

Horton’s ((tiles G.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Hospital Guards, Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops. 

Houghton’s (George (.) Infantry. See Wartin (rwards, Infantry, post. 

Howrigan’s (Thomas W.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, Ist Regimen’, 

Hoyt’s (James J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 156th Regiment. 

Hubbard’s (Thomas IH.) Infantry. See Vaine Troops, 60th Regiment. 

Hufty’s (Baldwin) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Hull’s (John) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, (7th Regiment. 

Hull’s (Walter C.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment (Harris Light). 

Humphreys’ (John M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 52d Regiment. 

Hunsdon’s (Charles) Heavy Artillery. See Vermont Troops, 1st Regiment, 
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Hunt's (Lucius T.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Hutchinson’s (Thomas P.) Infantry. See Coast Guard, Infantry, ante. 

Ilsley’s (Edwin) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Irish’s (Nathaniel) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery I’. 

Ives’ (Brayton) Cavalry. See Connecticut Troops, Ist Regiment. 

Jackson's (Daniel D.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 121st Regiment. 

Jackson’s (Lyman J.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 159th Regiment. 

Jackson's (Thomas E.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

James’ (Leroy (.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 58th Regiment. 

Jameson’s (Janes B.) Cavalry. See Union Light Guard, Cavalry, post. 

Janeway’s (Jacob J.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Jeff. Davis Artillery. See Alabama Troops. 

Jennings’ (Isaac A.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 15th Unattached Company. 

Jennings’ (John 8.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Johnson’s (Charles F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 18th 
Regiment, 

Johnson’s (Enoch E,) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 2d and dth* Regiments. 

Johnson’s (William H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Battery. 

Johnston’s (James) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran [eserve Corps, 12th Legi- 
ment. 

Johnston’s (Louis M.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery I. 

Johnston’s (Philip Preston) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Johnston’s (Robert E.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 9th Regi- 
ment. 

Johnston’s (Robert 8.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Jones’ (Abram) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment (Lincoln). 

Jones’ (Edward 8.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, bd Regiment. 

Jones’ (Edward W.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Lroops, 2d Regiment. 

Jones’ (Joseph) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 14th Regiment. 

Keene’s (John R.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, E. 8. 

Keller’s (David C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Kellogg’s (Horace) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 123d Regiment. 

Kempf’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Kenan’s (Thomas8.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 48a Regiment. 

Kendall’s (Thomas C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battat- 
ion, 406th Company. 

Kennington’s (James) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 11th Regiment. 

Kenny’s (Alexander J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Keyes’ (Danicl M.) Cavalry. See Loudoun Rangers, Cavalry, post. 

Keystone Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Kidd’s (James II.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, Gth Regiment. 

Kimball’s (Iliram A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 151st Regiment. 

Kimball's (Willi K.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Kincheloe’s (James C.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

King’s (Rufus, jr.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery <A. 

King William Artillery. Sce Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Kinney’s (Edwin R.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, Gth Regiment. 

Kirkpatrick’s (Thomas J.) Artillery. See Amherst Artillery, ante. 

Kirtland’s (George P.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Ist Battery. 

Kitching’s (J. Howard) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, Oth Regiment. 

Kleiser’s (Alfred von) Artillery. See New York Troops, 30th Battery. 

Knap’s (Joseph M.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Ist Battalion. 

Knight’s (Napoleon B.) Cavalry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Knowlton’s (Willian) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 29th Regiment. 


* Temporarily commanding. 
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Kohler’s (John B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 98th Regiment. 

Krom’s (Abram H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Kusserow’s (Charles) Artillery. See New York Troops, 32d Battery. 

Lafayette Artillery. See New Hampshire Troops. 

Laing’s (John K.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Lamar’'s (John H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Lamb’s (Jacob H.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery C. 

Lambert's (Bruce) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Landstreet’s (William T.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Larned’s (Frank H.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Batteries 
Hand Kk. 

Latimer’s (Alfred E.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 11th Reyiment. 

Lazelle’s (Henry M.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Lee Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lee’s (Richard H.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 1st Regiment, Militia, 

Leiper’s (Charles L.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Lessig’s (William H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 96th Regiment. 

Levi's (John T.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lewis’ (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 176th Regiment. 

Lewis’ (George N.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Lewis’ (James) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion. 

Lightfoot’s (James N.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Linton’s (John P.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 54th Regiment. 

Little’s (Thomas J.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Battalion, Bat- 
tery D. 

Lobban’s (John G.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 49th Regiment. 

Long’s (Charles H.) Heavy Artillery. See New Hampshire Troops, 1st Company. 

Long’s (John §.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Loudoun Rangers, Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Union. 

Love’s (George M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 116th Regiment. 

Love’s (James R., jr.) Infantry. See William H. Thomas’ Legion, post. 

Lowe’s (John G.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 131st Regiment. 

Lowe’s (John H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 31st Regiment. 

Lowry’s (William M.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lurty’s (Warren S.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lusk’s (Thurlow W.) Cavalry. See Wichigan Troops, ist Regiment. 

McAfee’s (John) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery L. 

McAteer’s (Patrick H.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Macauley’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 11th Regiment. 

McCarthey’s (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 175th Regiment. 

McCartney’s (William H.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st (A) Battery. 

McClanahan’s (J. H.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

McClennan’s (Matthew R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 138th Regiment. 

McClung’s (Hugh L. W.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

McCutchen’s (J. S. Kerr) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment. 

McElrath’s (Thomson P.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, 

McFarland’s (Moses) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 8th Regiment. 

McGee’s (John L.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 3d Regiment. 

McGlashan’s (Peter) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 50th Regiment. 

McGowan’s (Thomas 8.) Infantry. See Patapsco Guards, Infantry, post. 

McGregor’s (James) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 159th Regiment. 

Mcintire’s (Samuel B.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
teries B and L. 

McKendry’s (Archibald) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Mackenzie’s (Ranald 8.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 2d Regiment. 
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McKillip’s (Archibald W.) Infantry. Sve Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 18t 
Battalion, 228th Company. 

McKinley’s (Norval) Infantry. See Marylaad Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, P. H. B. 

McKnight’s (James) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Reqgiment, Battery M. 

McLaughlin’s (George H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 155d Regiment. 

McLaughlin’s (Thom%s) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 10.2d Regiment. 

McMillan’s (John C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 30th Regi- 
ment. 

McNeill’s (John H.) Partisans. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

McPherson’s (James A.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Marcy’s (George 0.) Cavalry. See Connecticut Troops, 1si Regiment, 

Marker’s (Caleb) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 156th Regiment. 

Marsh’s (John F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 24th Regi- 
ment. 

Marston’s (Oliver H.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Martin Guards, Infantry. Sce New Hampshire Troops. 

Martin’s (Joseph W.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 6th Battery. 

Mason’s (James M.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 19th Unattached Company. 

Massie’s (John L.) Artillery. Sec Fluvanna Artillery, ante. 

Mathews’ (James D.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 38th Regiment. 

Matthews’ (Thomas) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battal- 
ion, 105th Company. 

May’s (Lewis A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 138th Regiment. 

Mead’s (John B.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Mercer’s (John T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Merritt’s (Robert B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 75th Regiment. 

Meyer’s (John) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Middleton’s (Gabriel) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Miles’ (William W.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Milledge’s (John, jr.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Milligan’s (Robert) Cavalry. See Delaware Troops. 

Milliken’s (Charles A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 43d Regiment. 

Miner’s (Milton L.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 17th Battery. 

Mitchell’s (William) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
108th Company. 

Mitzel’s (Alexander von) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 74th Regiment. 

Monaghan’s (William) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Monior’s (Henry D.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Monroe Aitillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Montague’s (George L.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 37th Regiment. 

Moore’s (Alexander C.) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery E. 

Moore’s (Alpheus 8.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Moore’s (Caleb) Cavalry.* See New York Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Moore’s (Shriver) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Morehouse’s (John B.) Cavalry. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Morgan’s (John HE.) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery H. 

Moriarty’s (David P.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Morris Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Morris’ (John B.) Infantry. See District of Columbia Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Morse’s (Henry B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 114th Regiment. 

Morse’s (Llewellyn J.) Infantry. See State Guards Militia, Infantry, post. 

Morton’s (John E.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 1st Battery. 

Mosby’s (John 8.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 43d Battalion. 

Munk’s (William) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery D. 
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Munroe’s (Robert) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 139th Regiment. 

Murchison’s (Kenneth M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 54th 
Regiment. 

Murphy’s (John K.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
131st Company. 

Nadenbousch’s (John Q. A.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 2d Regi- 
ment. 

Nagle’s (James) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 194th Regiment. 

Neafie’s (Alfred) Infantry. See New York Troops, 156th Regiment. 

Neff’s (Harmanus) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 196th Regiment. 

Nesmith’s (John H.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Nettleton’s (A. Bayard) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 2d Regiment. 

New York Ist Dragoons, Cavalry. See New York Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Nichols’ (George 8S.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Niebuhr’s (Caleb E.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Battalion, Bat- 
tery B. 

Norris’ (Hardman P.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Reyiment, Batteries 
Aand F. 

Northcott’s (Robert 8.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Nye’s (George H.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 29th Regiment. 

O’Boyle’s (Michael) Infantry. See New York Troops, 69th Regiment, Militia. 

O’Connell’s (John D.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 14th Regiment. 

Olcott’s (Egbert) Infantry. See New York Troops, 121st Regiment. 

Orange Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Over’s (Ewald) Infantry. See Lxempts’ Battalion, Infantry, ante. 

Owens’ (William A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 53d Regi- 
ment. 

Palmer’s (Frederic 8.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 6th Regi- 
ment. 

Palmer’s (Thomas H.) Heavy Artillery. See Maine Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Parker’s (Francis M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 30th Reyi- 
ment. 

Parker’s (Samuel) Infantry. See New York Troops, 106th Regiment. 

Parnell’s (William R.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Parr’s (John G.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 139th Regiment. 

Patapsco Guards, Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union. 

Patchell’s (James) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 102d Regiment. 

Patton’s (James C.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Payne’s (Nathaniel) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Payne’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 37th Battalion, 

Peabody’s (Oliver D.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battal- 
ion, 55th Company. 

Peach’s (Benjamin F., jr.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, Sth Regiment, Militia, 

Peale’s (Henry) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Pease’s (Harry) Cavalry.* See Ohio Troops, 3d Company. 

Peck’s (Frank H.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Peck’s (John W.) Infantry. See District of Columbia Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Peck’s (William R.) Infantry. See Lowisiana Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Peebles’ (William H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 44th Iegiment. 

Peirce’s (Charles H.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Batteries 
Band L. 

Peirson’s (George H.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 5th Kegiment, Militia. 

Pendleton County Home Guards. See West Virginia Troops. 

Pendleton’s (Edmund) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 15th Regiment. 
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Pendleton’s (Samuel H.) Artillery. See Morris Artillery, ante. 

Penn’s (Davidson B.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Pevnington’s (Alexander C. M., jr.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regi- 
ment, Battery M. 

Penrose’s (James W.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Per Lee’s (Samuel R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 114th Wegument. 

Peters’ (William E.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 21st Regiment. 

Petrie’s (Peter B.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Ws HOB 

Pettit’s (Rufus D.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Teserve Corps, 12th Regi- 
ment. 

Philadelphia City Scouts, Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Phillips’ (John W.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Phillips Legion. See Georgia Troops. 

Pickens’ (Samuel B.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Pierce’s (Lewis B.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Pinckard’s (William E.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 61st Regiment. 

Platner’s (John §.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, Ist Regiment (Veteran). 

Polk’s (John R.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Porter's (Francis Kk.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Unattached Company. 

Porter’s (G. Ellis) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, P. H. B. 

Porter’s (Thomas W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Potter’s (Andrew) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 84th Regiment. 

Potts’ (Peter J.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, Gth Regiment. 

Prados’ (Louis) Infantry. See Lowisiana Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Pratt’s (Harrison W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 34th Regiment. 

Prentiss’ (Clifton K.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 

Prevost’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 16th 
Regiment. 

Pugh’s (Samuel B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 161st Regiment. 

Purington’s (George A.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Quinn’s (Timothy) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment (Lincoln). 

Ramsay’s (James R.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops. 

Randall's (Francis J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 95th and 96th Regiments. 

Randall’s (George W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 30th Regiment. 

Rank’s (William D.) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment, Bat- 
tery H. 

Rankin’s (William 8.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 21st Reyi- 
ment. 

Ransom’s (Dunbar R.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Bat- 
teries C, I’, and Kk. 

Reese’s (William J.) Artillery. See Jeff. Davis Artillery, ante. 

Reilly’s (Terrence) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Batteries C 
and FE. 

Rexford’s (Willie M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 131st Regiment. 

Reynolds’ (Charles) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
L1Sth and 119th Companies. 

Rhett Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Rhodes’ (Elisha H.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Richardson’s (Edmund) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Richardson’s (Robert M.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Riddle’s (Samuel) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Rigby’s (James H.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Union, Battery A. 

Ringgold Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Ripley’s (Theodore A.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Roberts’ (Horatio) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veleran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
148d Company. ; 
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Roberts’ (William P.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 127th Regiment. 

Robertson’s (Claude 8.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 10th Regiment. 

Robertson’s (Peter) Infantry. See New York Troops, 106th Regiment. 

Robeson’s (William P., jr.) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Rodenbough’s (Theophilus IF.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment. 

Rodgers’ (Robert 8.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, FE. S. 

Rogers’ (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 173d Regiment. 

Rogers’ (Joab B.) Cavalry. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Rosney’s (Andrew) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery D. 

Ross’ (P. D.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Ruhl’s (Edgar M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 87th Regiment. 

Russell’s (Edward J.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 15th Unat- 
tached Company. 

Russell’s (Milton) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 60th Regiment. 

Rust’s (Henry, jr.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Rutherford’s (Allan) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 22d Regi- 
ment. 

Ryer’s (B. Franklin) Artillery. See New York Troops, 20th Battery. 

Salsbury’s (John A.) Infantry.* See Pennsylvania Troops, 87th Regiment. 

Sanno’s (Edward B.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Sargent’s (John) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Sargent’s (Lorenzo D.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Schall’s (John W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 87th Regiment. 

Schneider’s (Joseph) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Schwartz’s (Edward) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Scott’s (Henry D.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 16th Battery. 

Scott’s (Rufus) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Seymour’s (Charles J.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 25th Regiment. 

Sharp’s (Eliphalet F.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 61st Regiment. 

Shaurman’s (Nelson) Infantry. See New York Troops, 90th Regiment. 

Shaw’s (James W.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Shipley’s (Samuel D.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 30th Regiment. 

Shivers’ (William R.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Ist Regiment, Volunteers. 

Shoemaker’s (John J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Showalter’s (Johu H.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Simison’s (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Simpson’s (James L.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Skinner’s (Benjamin M.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Skinner's (James H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 52d Regiment. 

Slack’s (Hedgeman) Cavalry. See [West Virginia Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Smith’s (George W. P.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union. 

Smith’s (Howard M.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Smith’s (Robert 8.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment. 

Smith’s (S. Crawford) Engineers. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Snow’s (Alonzo) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Union, Battery B. 

Snow’s (John S.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, Ist Battery. 

Snyder’s (James W.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Soule’s (Lewis) Infantry. See Massachuselts Troops, 20th Unattached Company. 

South’s (Zedekiah) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 153d Regiment. 

Spangler’s (Aaron) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 110th Regiment. 

Spear’s (Vivian K.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
95th Company. 

Spear’s (Wallace M.) Heavy Artillery. See /isconsin Troops, 1st Iegiment, Bat- 
tery dA. 
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Spence’s (Beldin) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery G. 

Spera’s (Weidner H.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Sperry’s (William J.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Stafford Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Stage’s (Peter) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Starr’s (James) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6th Regiment. 

State Guards Militia, Infantry. See Maine Troops. 

Staunton Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Stedman’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 42d Regiment. 

Stevens’ (Greenleaf T.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 5th Battery. 

Stevenson’s (Robert) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 154th Regiment. 

Stewart’s (Charles) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Stiles’ (William H., sr.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 60th Regiment. 

Stocking’s (Solon W.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery K. 

Strain’s (Alexander) Infantry. See New York Troops, 153d Regiment. 

Stratton’s (Edward L.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Bat- 
talion, 51st Company. 

Stroud’s (George D.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Suter’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 54th Regiment. 

Sutherland’s (Robert J.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d 
Battalion, 71st Company. 

Suydam’s (Charles C.) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Sweitzer’s (Nelson B.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment. 

Taft's (Elijah D.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 5th Battery. 

Taggart’s (George W.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Taliaferro’s (Alexander G.)Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 23d Regiment. 

Tanner’s (William A.) Artillery. See Courtney Artillery, ante. 

Tarbell’s (Joel H.) Artillery. See Lafayette Artillery, ante. 

Tarbell’s (Jonathan) Infantry. See New York Troops, 91st Regiment. 

Tay’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Taylor's (David J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 61st Regiment. 

Taylor’s (Franck E.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Batteries 
K and L. 

Taylor’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 1st Regiment, Volunteers. 

Tennessee (Confederate) First Cavalry. See James E. Carter’s Cavalry, ante. 

Terrill’s (James B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 13th Regiment. 

Terry’s (Thoinas M.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Terry’s (William) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Teters’ (Wilbert B.) Infantry. Sce Ohio Troops, 116th Regiment. 

Thomas’ (Edwin) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 3d Unattached Com- 
pany. 

Thomas’ (Stephen) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Thomas’ (William B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 192d Regiment. 

Thomas’ (William H.) Legion, See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Thompson’s (Francis W.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Thompson’s (James) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery C. 

Thompson’s (John L.) Cavalry. See New Hampshire Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Thomson’s (James W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Thomson’s (William H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Ist and 
3d Regiments. 

Thorn’s (Edward) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 45th Regiment. 

Thruston’s (Stephen D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Tr oops, Confederate, 3d 
Regiment. 

Thurber’s (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 75th Regiment. 

Thurmond’s (Philip J.) Partisans. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
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Thurmond’s (William D.) Partisans. Sve Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Thyng’s (George P.) Heavy Artillery. Sce Vew Hampshire Troops, 2d Company. 

Todd’s (Rutherford P.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Tolman’s (Flavel L.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Tomlinson’s (Abia A.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Toon’s (Thomas F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 20th Regi- 
ment. 

Tracy’s (Amasa S.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Tremain’s (Alfred F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 30th Regiment. 

Trotter's (Frederick E.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, Ist 
Regiment. 

Turner’s (Alfred L.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 29th Regiment. 

Turner’s (William H., jr.) Cavalry. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Underhill’s (Henry P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 160th Regiment. 

Union Light Guard, Cavalry. See Ohio Troops. 

Urban’s (Caspar) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment, 2d Battal- 
ion. 

Urban’'s (Gustavus) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment. 

Vandeventer’s (Alexander 8.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 50th 
Regiment. 

Van Etten’s (Orsamus R.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Battery. 

Van Patten’s (Volkert V.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 45d Regiment. 

Van Petten’s (John B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 160th Regiment. 

Voorhes’ (George WV.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 126th Regiment. 

Vredenbtrgh’s (Peter, jr.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Waggaman’s (Eugene) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Waite’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Tllinois Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Walcott’s (William H.) Infantry. See Unien Troops, Regulars, 17th Regiment. 

Wales’ (Elijah) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Walker’s (Aldace F.) Heavy Artillery. See Vermont Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Wallen’s (Henry D.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 7th Regiment. 

Waltermire’s (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 159th Regiment. 

Warner’s (James M.) Heavy Artillery. See Vermont Troops, Ist Regiment. 

Warren’s (Edward M.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Warren’s (Edward T.H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 10th Regiment. 

Washburn’s (Henry D.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Washburn’s (James) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 116th Regiment. 

Washburne’s (George A.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 20th 
Regiment. 

Wass’ (Ansel D.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 60th Regiment. 

Waterman’s (Richard) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery C. 

Webb’s (Robert F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Gih Regiment. 

Weddle’s (Jacob) Infantry. See MWest Virginia Troops, Lst Legiment, 

Weir’s (Gulian V.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery L. 

Weld’s (Horace N.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 5th Regiment, Colored, 

Wells’ (Charles A.) Infantry.* See Union Troops, Colored, 31st Regiment. 

Wells’ (Milton) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Wells’ (William) Cavalry. See Vermont Troops, 1st Regiment. 

West's (Owen) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 149th Regiment. 

Wetherill’s (John M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 82d Regiment. 

Wettstein’s (Andrew) Infantry. See New York Troops, 103d Regiment. 

Wharton’s (Rufus W.) Sharpshooters. Sce North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Ist 
Battalion. 
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Wharton's (W. Woodson) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 45th 
Regiment. 

Wheeler’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Whitaker’s (Edward W.) Cavalry. Seo Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment. 

White’s (Elijah V.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 35th Battalion. 

White’s (Robert) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 41st Battalion. 

Whitener’s (B.M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Battalion. 

Whittier’s (Francis H.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 30th Regiment. 

Wildes’ (Thomas F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 116th Regiment, 

Wildrick’s (Abram C.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Battery I. 

Wilds’ (John Q.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Wiles’ (Browning N.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 151st Regiment. 

Wilkie’s (Frederick C.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment, 2d 
Battalion. 

Williams’ (Constant) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 7th Regiment. 

Williams’ (Jesse M.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Williams’ (Titus V.)-Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 37th Regiment. 

Willis’ (Edward) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Willis’ (William H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Williston’s (Edward B.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
tery D. 

Wilson’s (Bartholomew W.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Wilson’s (James E.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery G. 

Wilson’s(R. E.)Sharpshooters. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion. 

Wilson’s (Robert) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Wilson’s (William R.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F. 

Wilson’s (William T.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 123d Regiment. 

Winston’s (John R.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 43dand 45th 
Regiments. 

Witcher’s (John 8.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Witcher’s (Vincent A.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 34th Battalion. 

Witcher’s (William A.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 21st Regiment. 

Withers’ (Henry H.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Withers’ (Robert W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 42a Regiment. 

Wolcott’s (John A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 151st Regiment. 

Woodruff’s (Carle A.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery M. 

Woodson’s (Blake L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 45th Battalion. 

Wright’s (Edward) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 24th Regiment. 

York’s (Zebulon) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Youart’s (Robert) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Young’s (John F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 67th Regiment. 

Young’s (Lewis L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Battery G. 

Yutzy’s (Enoch D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 54th Regiment. 

Zable’s (David) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 14th Regiment. 
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Bassett, Isaac C. 

INTOMTIONCUM ES tts aed ware ne sclh seein nieimner-inionininimmcldeatt mertelnicab 107, 112, 125 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. T-Noy. 28, 1864 .-.......--- 188 
Bates, James T. Mentioned ...-...-..---------------------+ ++ eee eee eee 979 
Bates, Thomas H. Mentioned. .----.-----..-----------------+-+---+++---- 830, 980 
Battle, Cullen A. Mentioned....---.---- 555, 564,575, 598-602, 1002, 1011, 1013, 1015 
Battle,Henry T. Mentioned....-...-.--------------- +--+ +++ ++ 2 20s seer ee eee 564 
Bauer, Gottfried. Mentioned...-....---.---------------+++ +++ 222-222 -ee- 126, 202 
Baxter, Henry C. Mentioned ...-...-.----------------++--+-++++---- 208, 210, 211 
Baybutt, Philip... Mentioned ..5 222 222 24- s22s--2---- 2+ +222 otic stints 550 
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Beach, Henry. Mentioned......-..-------.------ +--+ ++ see e ee cere ee cere eee 462 
Beadle, William H.H. Mentioned..........-.------ +--+ 2-2 ee cere ee eee 977 
Bea], George L. 

Correspondence with William Dwight.....-...---------------+-+++-+++---- 825 

Mentioned. 75, 108, 114, 121, 280, 281, 288-293, 297-299, 301-303, 311-314, 824, 962, 985 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 ...-..------ 311 
Bean, Theodore W. Mentioned .......----.--------------+------++++-+----- 480, 
Beardsley, Mie b10110 Ue a/e.ocachesorsian cn ana ororen ote ore orerat o of et kol dal att t= tee 845 
Beardsley, William E. 

Mentioned). 22208. oo. aso) Ue BLS 2 OIE 111, 474, 621, 986 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1864 .....-..---- 484 
Beaton) Charles Eby = Memibiome Cinco re eee eee te 331 
Beaumont, Bugene B.. Mentioned...... -----. /-222s2s2) - --32 - Wess es 520 
Beauregard, G. T. Mentioned........--....----.--------------+----+---- 737, 870 
Bechtel, Lafayette. Mentioned... --....----- 0-25 520252200255 basses see 649 
Béck,. James W:.. Mentioned .-.< ae -crcisiarcininsnt Oe = esteem ia laele ee 564 
Beckhardty Etenryn. aMenbion ed) a.com <a ccciee cio on eae eat 278, 279 
Beger,-Charles., Mention e direc retort erate ratete topo tie a eee eee te 976 
Belding; Johny Ware Mentioned ee syssseen ce eal- aaee eet) a. ee gee 138 
Benedict; Mitchell. Mentioned)... .10+- aecmncece ccs ovis cline te semcieiien ae 305 
Benjamin, William H. 

Mieritil one tlecieret eters vel orer Sara cites s1ayotaioraapererol mim arate moins sieht ee eee 111, 130, 519, 987 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864 ...-.......- 543 
Bennett, George Ni Mentioned)... 0.55 cc snewcw enc ore scemltae ener eee 345 
Bennett, John W. : 

Mention e dh. te axis. dr Se Sete orale tee cia ele lake es Sal So aie ae ee 130, 519, 525, 548 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864............. 544 
Bennett,,-R. Tyler. = Mentioned sie ae ten eto ne oe Settee ee ee eee 281, 1013 
Benton, George: M:" Mentioneds 220 ce a- ec seins seers ene 2 cate ee ee 137 
Benton, James G. Mentioned--..-.....-.........--~ sins TS. ee 976 
Berry, rederick Me Mentioned ia. a. one occ teeen ee > aoa eee ee 118 
Berry, Matthew Ment ome det crctctetatcistete ai-toletcicleteerstererers ears sere reer 435, 509 


Berryville, Va. 
Affair at, Aug. 13,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 
1864. Reports of Beardsley, p. 484; Gibbs, p. 489. 
Affair near, Sept. 13,1864. Communications from 
Torbert, Alfred DSAwet i < x. wasn sion soars scaling <a NOS ee 531 
Wilson, James H 
Engagement near, Sept. 3, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7- 
Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of 


Duval, Isaac H. Johnson, Daniel D. Simms, James P. 
Hayes, Rutherford B. Linton, John P. Thoburn, Joseph. 
Holliday, John W. Sheridan, Philip H. 


Also itineraries, pp. 83, 85; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 572. Sheridan to 
Averell, p. 504. 
Skirmishes at. 
Aug. 19, 1864, See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Itinerary, p. 90. 
Aug. 20,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Itineraries, pp. 90, 92. 
Sept. 4, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of 
Deane, Charles W. Sheridan, Philip 11. Stagg, Peter. 
Also journal of Ilotchkiss, p. 572. 
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Berryville, Va.—Continued. 
Skirmishes near. 
Aug. 21, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of 
Lowell, Charles R., jr. Sheridan, Philip H. ‘Wilson, James H. 
Merritt, Wesley. 
Sept. 14, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. 
Itinerary, p. 79. 
Berryville and Winchester Pike, Va. Skirmish on. See Opequon Creek, Va. 
Skirmish on Berryville and Winchester Pike near, Aug. 19, 1864. 
Beverly, W. Va. Action at, Oct. 29, 1864. Reports of 
ANSI on NSCS els Net Nai See 5 C2 ee ee Ae do eC Fe 646, 647 
Youart, HGhert eee eset, Mis Ma ese ees eee. ELE, ee 648 
Beverly, W. Va., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with Nathan 
\ UI STaOS 0 Soe cee eee re ae hes lee Cee ne Re 692 
Bickmore, Charles S. Mentioned -.......-. SaaS a Hes dees Soe Oe eee eee 138 
ici nell Benjamin ly... Mentioned Kien s sacs css oe oe ee ee ee ces 118 
Bidwell, Daniel D. 
PARSE OF G.b0 COMIN AN a coe cease arate revetals a eraie ata ara rN SURE Se tee oe 920. 
Monti one dines... 235i S2oe tii saieewsiceraiserats 32, 54, 69, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 139, 151, 
154, 191, 193-196, 199-201, 204, 208-212, 215, 217-221, 271, 276, 291, 920, 985 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864 -........... 212 
ici nilipiGsu Men bionen Siam Rasen ths aS ee ARNO! 139, 363, 364, 366 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see David Hunter; also George Crook. 
Bierpower Penny, Mentioned). ice sete eeensi perenne ha Sees 301, O08) 
Big Sandy River. Capture on, of U. 8. steamers Barnum and Fawn. See 
Kanawha Valley, W.Va. Witcher’s Operations in, Nov. 5-12, 1864, 
etc. 
Binkley, Otho H. 
Men tronede += Seeiatts 16 aeaametsman toot 108, 126, 224, 227, 229, 246, 249, 251, 270, 985 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign. Aug. 7-Nov, 28, 1864 -.....-.- 258, 259 
Birdseye, Mortimer B. 
Mem tone dy. ae Sess «cera. ciaresaiwreapiorointalotaratsipinte ets CUE ow a oR cite clare 535 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1864 -.---.....-- 538 
Birge, Henry W. 
ieniioned) =e S575 5 ese 80, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 279-281, 289, 292, 298, 304, 318, 
319, 321-323, 325,. 327-331, 334, 342, 346-349, 351, 353, 355, 356, 358, 359, 986 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1864.......-. 322, 325 
Birge, Manning D. Mentioned..--.--..-.------.-+--+---+-+-------+-2 eee eee 460, 467 
Birney; David B.. Mentioned -.-.-:---------- ---0 252 2en eee eee eile set eos 791 
Bischoff, Eugenes. Mentioned -.:.2- 22-2. s2. toe nso see eee ee eee clone 327 
Bishop, John &. Mentioned.--..-.---------------------- +222 e202 eee eee eee 980 
Blacknall, Charles: C. Mentioned. .:+- 22.2220. --2 25 ses ees eee cee eee. 1013 
Blackwell, Joseph. (Citizen.) Mentioned....----- PERL ese rece cose bes 618 
Blackwell, Joseph. (Private.) Mentioned ......--..---.-.-----.---------- 540 
Blain, James S. Mentioned ..-.-..- -----------+ -- eee 2 eens eee eee see eee 1003 
Blair, Montgomery. Mentioned.-..--..----------------------- -------+------ 682 
Blake, Charles G. Mentioned --...--------.--------------+--------+-----+-- 382 
Blake, George A. H. Mentioned ......---.-----------+ -+--0------+-------- 979 
Blakely, William. Mentioned .......--.-------------------+-----+++- 685,772, 797 
Blakeslee, Erastus. Mentioned......-.....----------- Wis thoes ewisees 3- kee 987 
Blanchard, Justus W. Mentioned... ..-... --.222s. 220+ - 00s ee uleees 109, 127, 985 


Blanding, Christopher. Mentioned ........--. +--+ ------ eee eee ee cree eee 989 
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Blazer, Richard. 
Mentioned . ccc ccccas ccce cccces ccc cnn ccc nne cece ccc cec scenes cece sees cone 23 
Reports of Mosby’s operations, Aug. 9-Oct. U4, SOAR) siclate oa eaies siasets oncodo 615 
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Board, Francis H.  Mentiond =... 2-2-2. eee seo eo see tee eens See cee ene 1012 
Board of Inquiry. Attack on Union supply train, Aug. 1B, 1864. 
Communications from 
LOGON AUUGE NE ees nano AR ARON ae See aOR ram eee Sere ea ocm a. Acne sue 622 
Hidxar ds) Olivieritesvttsjiae, o:si0118~)/2e eee ose ieieclelaebialeitas toate mate eater 621 
Hamrinoton )Pres tone Acne q arsintam qtaintcuninier rotated i eo eager 622 
Kientlivi ) olinbtge marae == -iatete ate ia Ca.afasnlein ania eee A ens afer ete eee etl 620 
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MeKanne yi diward: Py <<. 2.) c:nccie) ac eeinicieint soe miata eia ee eee eee 621 
Wetailfones.. Scesgracekine oo ‘eae a. osamcisnaciecnsis so NEES Ae ee eee 619, 620 
Bhinr clin G1 OLS SSeS Me Bearer ne ete ieee sas = ere trnnye nionsio.ej=poi=yaineratelsietatie wales tee 632 
Ordericonventnes-.US 20: eft es te Se eee see eee alte tears 619 
Proceedings obsess aeseee fieal= <n a= - aa inns See eine clit ee eee eee 620-632 
Report of amount of transportation awaiting orders.............----.---- 630 
Testimony of 
OA AVVUL ATI « Sos. <<<: 5.cias te wrig a ciminrmie ci etcia nie so eae tere es eee eee ear enee 631, 632 
Kenly, JolingR pzracte tacsiamats Gace cab ot octet aateeeelear-o1eeeneeree 623-627 
Mann, James: Cossggase cee aie acie sel clnelsisleo' yotvie cise sieae ee eaetats siete 628-630 
Boarts;JamesiAly Mi Mentione dee re cee sasterate ain eveninialnieisielee ae ieee eee 118 
Boeman,bambert.m Mentioned 2 eecienicinie sinisind seems 107, 125, 138, 167, 171, 984 
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Boice, Theodore Ach AMentiomedyits. aegsege.n aceee ns eee sata 130, 518, 535 
Bomar, Thomas Hej Mentioned: 2. coins cre wcine stetasieinic << = ee te eee 1003 
Bonneif, Emile Mentioned so. sc. osc aeeraworsl oes cniaen anne ame eee Ogu ae 331 
Boreman,. Arthur Tee Mentionedaeme cess aaes oe ite ee ee eee eae 681, 950 
Tor correspondence, ctc., see West Virginia, Governor of. 
Borsk, Peterhe Mentioned a. 2ah Seka ee  naciccsencasex a eee 508 
Bostick, C. Correspondence with Moses N. Wisewell ....................... 741 
Boston, RWeubentB 5) Mentioned2e: h-eetecsee tc cole hed eee eee ee eee 1007 
Boswell, Benjamin D. Mentioned................. SA RS te ASS 110, 128, 981 
Boteler, Alexander I MeniGion ede yecrscencrvee- ret ee eee 571, 578, 584 
Botsford, James L. For correspondence as A. A. G., see George Crook, 
Boughner, Oliver: Ps. .Mentionedss2es, Banesec es os set eee eee 389 
Bouldin, Wood, jr. Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Ang. 7-Nov. 28, 
1864. hove care weer SURO OR A. - SE ae 597 
Bowen, Chester. Bay. Mentioned) i325 5 sen aoe a eee et ee eee ee 550 
Bowen, Lot. 
Correspondence with Darius:N, Couch iso sae eeee eee. 2 eee eS 707 
Mien blomed sue Bact secverive arate dente ath we atin Ie ee 983 
Bowers, Alfred: Mentiomediepedern-v vse eese nee eee eee een ts GILES, 3 383 
Bowers, Theodore S. Correspondence with George K. Leet ...........--. 760, 952 
Bowman, Frank: (Mentioned iias.sassseacto ene eee ee ee 517 
Bowiuan;/Saniuel IV. Menitionedie ype cena eee ree ann 869, 970, 981 
Boyd, Carlile:,.. Meutiomed ccc. sthesttan See tene ee ae ee ee 977 
Boyd, Charles R. Mentioned 57 


Oe Chan Cp Et a MOM ONGC ace aa an oe eee Meee E Ne ete 568 
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PeoyCr sctuel kt Men Gone seo nee tee sees ee eRe a ew 1012 
ere Fee EA MORUIOB EG oo cece eens oe Semin ha OE « adn: 789 
moymin, Stephen Mao Mentioned & ces 9a cere visanusigneeaie-aaF: ---- es. 566, 595 
Boyle, UTD S GS SSSR SRS eS Se Oe giles ee BL ae 933 
Bewio tamara Menon ean oc niece. 22252-5125 52—Sagastaalhe.eone oe 416 
romple Edmund ©. Mentioned <......----..-§-csetectl+-a3- sonia A. 1012 
Bradbury, Albert W. 
{ACTIN GTZ Vi ES ON ee ee ae ie 109, 128, 134, 319, 321, 85%, 824, 986 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1894............. 3856 
Bradford, Auenatus W. Mentioned ........-. -bsaesssjndd. - -& ee dieerecbt 755,970 
For correspondence, etc., see Maryland, Governor of. 
Bradford, S. Nelson. Mentioned ............ =o dine tde—o <8? pret e- s3 782 
Puatanom,. oun J. Mentioned... 2.54 a5. basteclgepele - - 35. <ene tlle 224, 249 
Bragg, Braxton. 
Correspondence with Jubal A. Barly ...- 2. jssc0is.2 ---)-snect Jake diss 1008 
Mentipnetie 4. ocean 62-9558- eth Be ase $e eee eR = SSE ae eee a 1004 
Branham d. W. Mentioned._*- sonst - 2994.88 eo kact seed. -csspe----~.s 640, 641 
PAPAL oD RONRGs a MENTION yaa outs IT - state is= 9 = -'-= ose = BE eet “ERE = 148 
etastOUtatter . MennOned eo ae oon once ee cosine ee 555, 567, 1000, 1011 
Breckinridge, John C. 
Correspondence with 
ST et a ee ee ee eee 991-993, 1000, 1001, 1005-1007, 1010 
Hiebols, JOUD < s< 5 ocnai-seOe sae apps aoe Apo So pened 9 BY + se snag 2 ss ae's 641 
MeIGeWeMnel, ALOK ANOCTES cr accae sec ce.s = =) eee Rae ci eee eae 644 
LIGNE AT 20 C7i eee ee a ae er een Se eee ee ere 17, 21, 23, 


24, 28, 85, 95, 98, 101, 155, 424, 425,440, 444, 455, 490, 516, 517, 554, 555, 557, 
559, 567-569, 573, 574, 597, 737, 773, 833, 881, 898, 905, 910-912, 917, 925, 934, 
937, 951-953, 960, 961, 965, 966, 969, 1000, 1005, 1008, 1018-1020, 1022, 1024 


IBvecc EC WAtG bre MOGNtIONCG cen oe 5 aa ime ee ae aas - OG aa Ee ain 119 
Brenaman, A. T. Correspondence with Benjamin I, Kelley -.-..--------- 829, 838 
Brewer, TEE Gb En ee eee ne eee Reet sae nee © cee ae Seem 949 
Brewer, Melvin. 

CT ATG Ren ea eee eee ee 111, 119, 446, 454, 455, 458, 462, 986 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864......------ 468 
Brewerton, Henry F. Mentioned.....---------.---.---+---+-- 129, 413-416, 419-421 
Brewster, John M...Mentioneds. ..- .. -0- 4252 2H ip yeni ns one ow me cic scien inane 540 
ante William. Mentioned. 20. s- << nocess os teyen te tab 6 ge apes re SSEE = 980 


Bridgewater, Va. Skirmish at, Oct. 2,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Cam- 
paign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Report of Lomax, p. 612; itineraries, 
pp. 99, 102. 


Brigden, George M. Mentioned ..-....---------------------+--+-+-+-++++- mace 40D 
Briggs, Alvah W. Mentioned.--.-..-----------------------+-----+-------- 126, 977 
Briggs, Benjamin A. Mentioned..----.---- eRe ee oe ere ee 220 
Briggs, George G. Mentioned.-.--.-----.-------------------+--++----++---- 954 
Brinton, JohnH. Mentioned -........------------------+--+ --252-- 2-22 - eee 141 
Brinton, William P. Mentioned..-...........-.-.------------ 111, 518, 519, 912, 987 
Britton, John. Mentioned ......----..---------+-- 42+ +--+ -20+ e02- +--+ ---- 540, 541 
Brock’s Gap, Va. Skirmish near, Oct. 6, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Cam- 
paign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. Report of Torbert, p. 430; itinerary, 
p. 102; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 578. 
981 


Bronson, Nelson. Mentioned...--...--.------------- +--+ --+-ee2 e222 eee 
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Brooks, Daniel. Mentioned.-.....--.---------------------++ +--+ +--+ -+------ 975 
Brooks, George W. Mentioned ....-.---.--------------------++------+-+--- 978 
Brooks, Horace. Mentioned......-----------------------------------+-++-- 976 
Brough, John. Mentioned....-.-......--. +--+. ------------ 2-222 22 et eee eee 781 
For correspondence, etc., see Ohio, Governor of. 
Brower, Jabez M. Mentioned...-..---.--------------------- 108, 126, 138, 215, 985 
Brower, Jacob. Mentioned ...-.....-2:22+s2025+2--26-2 2552-2225 2022 55 -s 124 
Brown; Addison, jr. Mentioned......--..:-+------<--+++---+-22s2------5 107, 208 
Brown; Allison I. ‘Mentioned ts 22 soso soins 2 = ae er 627 
Brown; Charles’ C..’ "Mentioned 7a tapi Fae a a tte 130 
Brown, 5.) Parmly.) Mentioned) 220 22a ee aa ee eee ee eels tae sets 331 
Brown, Hamilton’ A. Mentioned: 25222.22s2 eects se- - 5 ee ee ee 1012 
Brown, J. Thompson’ 7 Mentioned = os) sasac a0 neues aoe eee ee a eet 582 
Brown, -William’ He Mentioned: 221255 2 ssacesses ee see aa re ae ere hee TA. 
Brown, William’ R:- Mentioned 222226 s<s25sts5es oe eee oest Joo ees 110, 129, 982 
Brownell, William Hi. P. : Mentioned... 22-22-22. 22222 ss ssseecduee owen en 331 
Brownell;“Williani-R: ‘Mentioned .....-2-5-2oe ee ee ae 300 
Brown’s Gap, Va. Skirmish at, Sept. 26, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Cam- 
paign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of 
Kidd, James H. Merritt, Wesley. Powell, William H. 
Also itinerary, p. 85; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 576. 
Bruce, John’ M: Mentioned! s22522 252225522 S22 Stic ase coe e eee eae ates 977 
Brucetown, Va. Skirmishes near Winchester, Va.,and near, Sept. 7, 1864. 
See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 Itiner- 
ary, p. 105; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 572. 
Bryan, Goode. Mentionedigassusc ce seen saan eee eee 566, 589, 593, 594, 893 
Bryan, timothy M., jr. Mlenvionedeas sce sen aoa ne eee eee 470 
Buckhannon, W. Va. Skirmishes at, Sept. 27-28,1864. See West Virginia. 
Witcher’s Expedition into, Sept. 17-28, 1864. 
Buckley; fhomas, Mentioned s-csh.--s- ss 8c eee eee cease nae eae 277 
Buckley Willian W.) Mentioned ssaesssescenece neces saa se nese ee eee 986 
Bucklyn,John* Ke “Mentioned! cco sc se so ccece tetas nat eae eee 272 
Buell, Marquis D.L. Mentioned -...-....-. BRE RO Ree hei hotties Wass fesseee 854 
Buffington’ Stanard.. Mentioned sca. eaten ese anon e nee eee ee 641 
Bukey, Van H. 
Correspondence with Miltom Wellsesaceasess assoc see cee eee ae meee 395 
Mentioned ier sig iter. tas cn ence eee tree eee eee ee 110, 129, 387, 390, 982 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 ............ 394 
Bulkley; William" S." Mentioned asses oe re een ee ae 118, 316 
Bulltown, W.Va. Skirmish at, Aug. 20, 1864: .2-. 22.222. 25 eee ee 1 
Bumegard, Jd.) Mentioned ce secces ae eae eee eee tee eee ee ene ee eee 640 


Bunker, E. EB. 
Correspondence with Benjamin F. Kelley....................--.--.---- 705, 716 
Mentioned ear elses Soest ne Oot en a 705, 724 
Bunker Hill, W. Va. 
Actions at. 
Sept. 2, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of Averell, p. 497; Sheridan, p. 22; jowrnal of Hotchkiss, 
p. 572. 
Sept. 3, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864, 
Reports of Averell, p. 497; Sheridan, p. 45. 
Skirmish at, Sept. 13, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 
28, 1864. Report of Averell, p. 498. 
Burbridge;Tenatius) Ci Mentioned s.nsssacee ee eeeaeee ee careers ee 393 
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Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864............ 255 
Burgess, William. Correspondence with Darius N. Couch..._.......__... 928, 960 
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Burnows poe. oaussure., Mentioned. su. <2. 2s 222 Sede senc- ece.2s = eG 595 
Bseccner nomas, P.. Mentioned): faces .<=-J022-- . hee eee ee EE co 147, 148 
Buber, benjamin ©. . Mentioned: Jerse 2! .. .22-2- hose eek 791, 997 
BteLlormGeorees 1; Mentioned os. an Se ee as teen ai5 ce HCE Sat ee 331, 333, 340 
exton, Charles. Mentioned! “3-3 © Ashe sacs osesce) -- Oseangad: <4 119 
yas stteOree WV «ue MONLIORON. fe coo. she ss as2 2s center isa sees Reo 978 
Byers, John A. 
Correspondence with 
PAVELOUL WIlisGN OW, ee eae tere ree oe coo Dae eee ete te 781 
KeVey, a OUIaINOR oo te ee ony. Sette oe Bepege wide: | Cee 690 
Mentioned). ..22-s Pole Getter soma: GeDae- ates lanss s2a0> ented: ok Gels! 715 
BytnessAndtowad. Meviloned).. 2p4.<-~---.-2--.< 38 Sees aise <= -s == 175 
Sables George wv. Mentioned)2ac22 2222 .:. .-- -hee es 2 See Barty) (32 649 
Caboteotephen. Mentioned = frees tes. -5- 2-2 22122 ee ee eee 2 989 
Cadot, Lemuel Z. 
WIGS TOTS Ae I ee Ee RE OSE SAR OSE Ee | Here emer 110, 129, 410, 411 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864.....--.. 412, 413 
Cadwalader, George. 
Assionmenss! tO Command --~. 2 2-23. )4o es. 2 2 ericson Series seisis o-- + ese 840, 928 
Correspondence with 
Outi in DORs S- Sapo conn eatenosoe seteres eS CSeRStea eer ac one) so58 809 
War Department, U. S---------.----: Oe . Sab sree Soe Sen CUES 
Mentioned goss) sa. = seHert setae 2. ae See 55, 106, 774, 782, 808, 840, 928, 973, 980 
Cahill, Thomas W. Mentioned ---..-----.-----..----<s--------- 109, 282, 325, 986 
Caldwell, (SEROTEC hte Ate ae Beer POR Ee BeOR ano Redo Ges sat cs98 Beac 959 
Callan, Owen. Mentioned —-.-2--- --- =<. 2-22 on - oe oe - sl 6 
Callis, John B. Mentioned .......---. ---2+-< +--+ 22-2 0-2-2 een eee eee ee = +e: 975 
Campbell, Edward L. 
Congratulatory Orders. 
Fisher’s Hill, Va. 
Battle of, Sept. 22, 1864 -....----.----------- -----4-+----+ +--+ ---- 170 
Skirmish at, Sept. 21, 1864 .....-....--.------ -+----------+------- 170 
Winchester (or the Opequon), Va. Battle of, Sept. 19, 1864...-....--- LO 
Mentioned... 107, 112, 120, 125, 181, 151, 154, 162-164, 166, 167, 174, 175, 179, 181, 984 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 -......----. 168 
Campbell, Levi, jr. Mentioned ..-.-..----.-------+-+++-+++++ 227+ ++ 2-72 --°- 395 
Canadian Line. Affairs on, generally. Communication from Albert M. Har- 
[UG Pissoeseccibeg Pee 929 
Canby, Edward R.S. Mentioned .-.--.-.-.---..--------++---+---+----++-+--- 807 


Candee, FranklinJ. Mentioned.-...-..-----.------------ +--+ -+++-+--+------ 118 
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Page. 
Cannon, HenryG. Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 
ilies eres! Ack Omi tioe oe PRIOR Ss is st | aioe S35 2 595 
Capehart, Charles BH. Mentioned --..-.--------------------------+---- 715 See 983 
Capehart, Henry. Mentioned. 84, 111, 117, 124, 130, 136, 499, 506, 509, 510, 512, 514, 678 
Capron, Albert. Mentioned .--.----------- HEE 2 LSS. Eat ena fae dene sce 540 
Captured Property. Sce Property Captured. 
Carlin; John. Mentionedss. ese. 5-s20ce~- ce ec cee ~-- oan = ed eee, 983 
Carpenter, James W. Mentioned.......----.------2---+---------+-+------: 537 
Carpenter, John C. Mentioned -....----.-------.-------------------------- 573 
Carpenter, OrrinB. Mentioned...-.-...-------------+---------+----- 138, 229, 257 
Garr, Henry B.- Mentioned 222. ores csssesccsas == 72 sete R Bee. epee 359 
Carr, John W.- Mentioned . 225. - <¢s-02 402 pace ~ aes aoe =e Sete 355 
Carr, Gouverneur. 
Correspondence with William H. Emory --.---.-----.---.-----5-----+----- 846 
Mentionéd!:- 32:2 2s.223 s<cgesee teoss see so3 eos aes setane s = eee | 109, 127, 985 
Carrineton, W'. A.--Montioned 2222 sacsa2 525 «cde stee ese ea mark See eee ae 589 
Carroll, JohniS:P-- ‘Mentioned: =. =5:-22.--.-----teeen seek - = ae sees 129, 410, 411 
Carse, George B. Mentioned.-.........---------- re pa POLO BOR. . SSeneer, 979 
Carson, James O. Correspondence with Darius N. Couch ......-.--.------- 929 
Carter, Asa B.- “Mentioned.2::...2:s2ssc28ecesccs tose vesiiee «= be ~ sen raeee 119, 402 
Carter, John.B.. Mentioned ste: ta 28 ise See ae See ee ci ee a ee eee 119 
Carter,-rhomas He = wentioned) ss cer ee 557, 559, 563, 567, 580 
Cartwright, John W.- Mentioned: 22222 222. -<es cess seeds. See es eeee 138 
Casey; Silas-~-Mentioned=: 2.2 25'2s6-=2fsi22202.2 Saeed ae eee = eee 975 
Casualties in Action. See Confederate Troops and Union Troops. Casualties. 
Returns of. 
Caswell,*Charles“W 3 Mentioned: f222 22-222 22-2228 See eee 2 ee eee 147, 148 
Catine, James -Mentionédl 2225. sce eee sen cee 5a ee ee Seen 474, 477. 
Catlin, Lynde. Correspondence with 
Wallaceslew= «2. ohs 12 iB Ys ees cs eet eee eos ORR eR 806 
Webb, Francis SD" 220 e276 Sires 3 Sa Re SS Ee ao et 765 
Cavalry Corps, Middle Military Division. 
Itineraries. Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 -...---. 89-106 
Torbert, Alfred TAU yassigned to command Of <s2....-.s- sees senate eee 501 
Cedar Creek, Va. 
Actions at. 
Oct. 13, 1864. Casualties. Returns of. Union troops.-..-...:..----- 372 
See also Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of 
Crook, George. Harris, Thomas M. Tortert, Alfred T. A. 
Devin, Thomas C. 
Also itineraries, pp. 82, 83, 100, 103; journal of Hotchkiss, p.579. 
Noy. 12,1864, See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug.7-Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of 
Birdseye, Mortimer B. Ives, Brayton. Torbert, Alfred T. A. 
Cummings, William G. Pennington, Alexander C. M. 
Also itineraries, pp. 91, 100, 103; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 584. 
Battle of, Oct. 19, 1864. 
Casualties. Returns of. Union troops....-.-. 131-139, 176, 230, 252, 325, 366 
Communications from 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S.A... Son basses on enn cine eee 452 
Bukey, Vainble os. cco sce sete tence ee eee ey ee OEE ERIEAS 395 
Custer, ‘George Ato. ence eee en ee ee en ee 528 
Kellogy, Morace. recs eee eae ek 385 


INDEX. 1061 
Cedar Creek, Va.—Continued. i 
Battle of, Oct. 19, 1864. 
Communications from 

IMSEriti SW este ya coos os ds ese os cate acer Bios ee asa Sh nce 452, 453 

otler. Amero witrse sae t sues te fein i ard Eat 382 

HUbOI) OR NieN Ne sao hash S52 sashes ahs aS eT 392 

Peters, “Weil Berges doc sats. adi os ebeesseeatt =~ SP ine Siac 384 

Wells Milton ROS se oy o2es so facwre tees MS = RFE re eRe 397 

SWallltes Mirador cia cect 5083 ass Seat are 4. 43 Fos 383 
(Wathers vrGnrye tee eo Sees Po ey a he ee i ae Be get 393 


See also Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of 


Allen, Charles F. Gibbs, Frank C. Neafie, Alfred. 
Ball, William H. Goggin, James M. Parr, John G. 
Bennett, John W. “Graham, Harvey. Pennington. Alexander ©. M. 
Binkley, Otho H. Granger, Moses M. Potter, Andrew. 
Birdseye. Mortimer B. Grant, Lewis A. Robertson, Peter. 
Birge. Henry W. Grimes. Bryan. Salsbury. John A. 
Bukey, Van H. Harris, Thomas M. Sheridan, Philip H. 
Cadot, Lemuel] Z. Hayes, Rutherford B. Shunk. David. 
Chandler, Charles G. Healy, John G. Simms, James P. 
Coates, Benjamin F. Hill, Joseph C. Snow, John 8. 
Comly, James M. Hoge. George W. Snyder, James W. 
Cowand, David G. Howard, Ocran H. Suter, John. 
Crook, George. Hufty, Baldwin. Teters, Wilbert B. 
Crowninshield, Casper. Hyde, Thomas W. Thurber, Benjamin F. 
Custer, George A. Ives, Brayton. Torbert, Alfred T. A, 
Darnall, William W. Janeway, Jacob J. Van Etten, Orsamus R. 
Devin, Thomas C. Keifer, J. Warren. Warner, Jaines M. 
Devol, Hiram F. Kellogg, Horace. Wells, Milton. 
Du Pont, Henry A. Kidd, James H. Wildes, Thomas F. 
Early, Jubal A. Lee. Robert E. Wilkie, Frederick C. 
Emerson. William. Lomax, Lunsford L. Winston, John R. 
Emory, William H. McKnight, James. Withers, Henry H. 
Farmer, George E. MeMillan, James W Wolcott, John A. 
Ferguson, William D. May. Lewis A. Wright, Edward. 
French, Winsor B. Merritt, Wesley. Wright, Horatio G. 
Getty, George W. Molineux, Edward L. Young. John F. 
Ghiselin. James T. Munk, William. 
Skirmishes at. 
Aug. 12,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of 
Crook, George. 


Devin, Thomas C. 
Kidd, James H. 


Also itineraries, pp. 92,98; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 568. 
Aug. 15, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. 

Journal of Hotchkiss, p. 569. 

Cedar Run Church, Va. Affair at, Oct. 17, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Report of Torbert, p. 432; itin- 
eraries, pp. 100, 103. 

Cedarville, Va. Skirmish near, Sept. 20, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Cam- 
paign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Report of Averell, p. 499. 

Cedarville (Guard Hill, or Front Royal), Va. Engagement at, Aug. 16, 
1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7Nov. 28, 1864, 
Reports of 


Sheridan, Philip H. 
Torbert, Alfred T. A. 


Lowell, Charles R., jr. 
Merritt, Wesley. 


Deane, Charles W. 
Devin, Thomas C. 
Gibbs. Alfred. 


Kidd, James H. 
Lee, Robert E. 
Merritt, Wesley. 


Sheridan, Philip H. 


Torbert, Alfred T. A, 


Also itinerary, p. 92; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 569. 
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Centerville, W. Va. Skirmish near, Sept. 14, 1864. Report of Harrison H. 
Hioang)ac ce 22 oe eas ee sea eee ree a ae aie eet ete ee eee 639 
Chaffin, William Hl. Mentioned’..-.-.-.--....----- 222222522 2-9 aches Somes Lil) 
Chamberlin, George H. Mentioned.......:--+..-----+------++--+5- ge eis 211 
Chamberlin, James. Mentioned .......--.--.--+---+---------+--++s+------- 758 
Ghamberlin, John WwW. Mentioned==2 sseseasscs 2] == 22s = ee 110, 377, 379 
Chamberlin, William N. Mentioned ...........--..----------------+++-- 480, 485 
Chambers, William'R. Wi. Mentioned) -..-..2.-2: -s2accss> eens sen eres 980 
Chancellor, Mentioned s:2a- 22223 scs05se00cs ct eo ee ee esc eee 502 
Chandler, Alexander B; ‘Mentioned i222 -22 522 2scccess= se eee eel = eee 549 
Chandler, Charles G. 
Mentionediz - . See .. oop asc cee See See. cee See eee ae eee 229 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. T-Noy. 28, 1864...-..------- 244 
Chandler, Robert. For correspondence as A. A.G., see Martin D. Hardin. 
Chapman, George H. 
Correspondence with James H. Wilson ........-.-.---.---..s2----- 867, 885, 971 
Mentioned ss St eens - = ee eee 25, 38, 39, 55, 101, 104, 105, 111, 117, 424, 
428, 470, 516-520, 675, 676, 779, 795, 835, 848, 903, 912, 913, 936, 964, 965, 987 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 .....-..---- 542 
Chapman; Samuelrh Mentioned S2.-. sree. cee ccesesaesce eee eee eee es 634 
Chapman) William?His Mentioned! <2. cm. esee axteien te eee eee eee 441, 634 
Charles, WalliantSMlentioned -~-_ <5. serie tte reer 109, 128, 137, 305, 348 
Charlestown, W. Va. 
Skirmishes at. 
Aug. 22,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of 
Duval, Isaac H. Sheridan, Philip H. Torbert, Alfred T, A. 
Lowell, Charles R., jr. 
Also itineraries, pp. 94, 101, 104; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 570. 
Aug. 29, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Report of Merritt, p. 441; itinerary, p. 73. 
Nov. 29,1864. Report of Nathaniel Payne .......................-00- 673 
Skirmishes near. 
Aue DSI SOLE. ta WaSt tees See eine see one cern ae eae aeeeee rei 8 
Aug. 21, 1864. See Welch’s (or Flowing) Spring, near Charlestown, W. 
Va. Skirmish at. 
Aug. 26,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Report of Sheridan, p.21; journal of Hotchkiss, p.571. 
Chase;Frederick, “Mention edaasae see ce eee te eae eee 109; 128 
Cheney ;NathaniC™ Mentionedl.c acces ee oe enone coat ee eta ones 139 
Cherrington; HomeriG. Mentioned sme. seen meee mee eee eae ee 363, 364 
Chester, Henry Wa Mentioned secen se ecce tee ceeenee eee eee eee ee eee . 540 
Chester) JohnzAyme Mentioned! sec ve ccc ce meee ee eres eee 542 
Chewning, A. J.) Mentioned <2. : odeccmes tates ce ee eee ee ee 705 
Chichester Arthur ivines Mentionedmaceca ee seer ee meee eee ee eee 573, 578 
Child, Willard A. Mentioned ............... Bie ba 5, 8 pit Se Beylénn S: 2 ee 230 
Chipman, Norton P. 
Correspondence with 
ASI VNU EN TY Why iso hs sBemgaadeacGe ceases BS dW ces deinen 823, 858, 877 
cintcoln, Abraham cco eastcas ee cte mace eee ee ee ee eee 870 
Sheridan, Plauiligy Eee ees oe ees eee eee ee eee 953 
War Departiient US 2... 22-1). oe ee eee 792, 


812, 822, 823, 842, 858, 859, 870, 871, 880, 881, 896, 906, 917, 932, 940, 953, 954. 
Mentioned) sccm a eae tecccs cine nee eee 43, 779, 781, 792, 867, 957 
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Churchman, Caleb. nee 

Correspondence with 

Baek cad Een a Me un es ce ee Las ae eae tee VAS 
Wiallaces beWet trate Sock - teste tcent Lares dons eet ile Bao ecne 716 

INSTR OEs SS a ee ee seer tery ae or ena ae 717, 718 
Gratin TragWV Men tiQuG (se oes So5 oe <2 os  Sentigteot. eras 107, 125, 975 
Ctamme#n Jacobs Menhigned: 22. 02.02 <2 once seo aaesen th (8 eee A 395 
ClaricgCharicns A seMenionete a2 <8 226. one. ams en neeee esa eee ees 542 
Clark) Busepius S.spMentionen yen! tae -saeiclenoeerstle- «An ones. o- ces8te 119, 326 
Clark, Ezra W., jr. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Alfred N. Duffié. 
Clark, Gideon. 

Mentioned oan cos ete eee acest. cress eeetiee eG dak <--- ss 0.s: 107, 125, 984 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 .......-... 189 
Clarke sohsert meoMentoneds. <2. <5 222s eaekhe Base soaks eens 751, 766, 869, 981 
@lorik. Leander. - Mentioned ten. casio: s9a08 Sus eked arent 128, 353 
elartomlponard.. Mentioned a .< scaecgess gos 2x2 ee eeda qatSecn As 495, 505, 726, 736 
Spire LOnies. e MentONOG «a... amass c5 +222 seee oss -. ea pee hee 305 
Clark, Sidney BE. 

Mentone dies? 126 aac s5aa. Sapien cséeids tet <vde decks suse racedd. te ahs 108 

Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 ........- 315, 316 
ClaricgwWilliamy Es. jEos Mentioned ace —. ja. .-mid -epels= - - -c idsh ed a8 o- aces 138 
iliatke. Asaph M., Mentioned 222% bee eb. cased a> desieSee S «ose 266 
etarke, Augustus 2. Mentioned 2. q 2a) .cn spoons tre te <- A- Sepeieesk 23 474 
eiaypool, Charles Do.  Menjionsd 2. en..ccssctesa ccc nese enosesone=- see 125 
Clesidenin, Georpe, jr. Mentioned: -....2-2..- <.-bowrds ante = sere ee 199, 200, 202 
Cleveland, Chester D ta Mentioned 2 ct. Hi: (63. « otecguust---senshecwunt tae hs1 76 
Ciitz, Henrypbe. Menvioned 24-0 to. tb Fete IME E ee aq togeeebeces tee 988 
Clothing, Camp and Garrison Equipage. See Munitions of War. 
ClowardgSamuch Wa, Meniioned!: 262 G6 222 ase askiss -- ckcem age Baw aenh 138, 270 
Cly bur ssenjamain R. eientione ds: sc Le sack cbs ~ Tease! 52 2 ais: - ee 566, 595 
Clyde f£ucene.. Mentioned 222-2-=. =... asp eee 2a ee Be SE aS 147 


Coalsmouth, W. Va. Skirmish at, Sept. 30, 1864. See Kanawha Valley, W. 
Va. Nounnan’s Expedition into, Sept. 23-Oct. 1, 1864. 
Coates, Benjamin F. 


Ash (ESEU G7 WE (6 eS a ee 110, 116, 123, 129, 135, 403, 404, 409, 410, 412, 982 

Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864.....--.. 410, 411 
Coates, Hdwin M. Mentioned..............--.-secsmeesses- + of stems sacejes- 5 987 
Cobb; Norvell” Mentioned -._--- .-----22<ee5 soe soya leet - 28> ees seee 1012 
Cobb, Willian: t;. Mentioned: -- <2: -<--- 2-22. -omeieteaciiae- == o> deere Sse 377 
Cogswell, William H. Mentioned..........---------.----------------=-2-- 118 
Coit, Joseph H. Mentioned...-.----------.-------------------+-+--+++--+-- 568 
GolbpurmArtemas Ba Mentioned << 8 ree oo nana neni mini tinine = mie 119 
Cole, Gabriel. Mentioned .......--..----------------------------+-++2--=:- 550 
Cole, Henry A. Mentioned .-.--..------------------------------+---- 745, 849, 983 
Coleman, Henry BH. Mentioned...-... Aes Seemaaeneecacew es seeds oeeere eh = 1018 
Coleman, James H. 

Mien GhOMeC = S455 A BAS wn.n opm nino sie niin s seers eines 107, 126, 138, 196, 198, 200, 201 

Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, VSGA ews cee cae 202, 203 
Coles, Frank H. Mentioned...-.....-...-----------+---+-- -- +--+ +2222 ---- 980. 
Collett, William H. Mentioned .-.......--.------------ Peete ete. tet Be os 395 
Colt, Thomas G. Mentioned -.--.-.---...----------------+----+----+ -++--- eo tkels) 


Columbia Furnace, Va. Skirmish near, Oct. 7, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28,1864. Reports of 
Bennett, John W. Lee, Robert E. Torbert, Alfred Il’. A. 
Also itinerary, p. 100. 
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Colvin, Sidney T. Mentioned.-....-.---.----.---------- +--+ +++-++ +--+ --5--> 248 
Comly, James M. 

Mentioned 32, far hack tnaeen esas stsess estas age sarcen eee ee 110, 129, 982 

Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864.....----- 407, 408 
Compson, Hartwell B. Mentioned .-.....---.-.---------------+--+++--+---- 542-544 
Comstock, Apollos. Mentioned ......-----------------------+-++-+--+-++-+-- 340 
Conant; Oliver.d) Mentioned :isecsms 222155005422 25 nner beens eeeeet seme 976 


Confederate Troops. 
Casualties. Returns of. Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 
S64 Ce See he eel dt 22. BE EE ES FOF, oa caret an setae 557 
Mentioned. Engineers—Reg/ments: 3d, 584. 
For Volunteers, see respective States. 
Organization, strength, etc. 


Valley District, Army, of the:...:2-- 2=-+-:2--: 564-567, 1002, 1003, 1011-1013 
Western Virginia and East Teunessee, Department of----. - “2 DL 1013 
Congdon; James) A; --Mentioned: 325.5. 35-25: ss2s2e2s2 se eee 619, 620, 738 
Conger, Seymour By: Mentioned) sen: . 22.52 see -cm sas so ele eee = 495, 505, 726, 735 


Congress, U.S. 
Medals of Honor awarded by, for distingnished services in Shenandoah 


Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864....-.-.----0.----.--2.-- 550 

Thanks of, to Philip H. Sheridan, for victories in Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign, Aug.-7-Nov.-28, 1864.22... J22U0 20 cae ee 63 
Conkling; Frederick -A.. Mentioned. - 3-232 .s25.0e ae 2s oe ee 979 
Conn Elite Mentioned 2222 -n=s- > scree sees ee cater ce ee enema Bihee 2 LOS 204 


Connecticut Troops. Mentioned: 
Artillery, Heavy—Regiments : 2d, 107, 112, 120, 1 
Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 100, 103, 111, 117, 130, 5: 
987. 
Infantry—Regiments : 9th, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 282, 319, 325-328, 727, 986; 
12th, 108, 114, 122, 127, 133, 290, 291, 294, 302, 314-317, 985; 13th, 109, 114, 
122, 128, 133, 330, 334, 340; 18th, 981. 
Conner, James. 


131, 162, 163, 173-182, 984. 
532, 533, 535, 536, 675, 978, 


? 
d 


Mention ede (22 aereer- pe iene ence we eialsianeise nla ceeena scons OOO 1070, 590/091 OBO: 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 ............ 592 
Connors; James) Mentioneds+..e2.8aent aso scanaacacscausetee sen 550 
Conover; William’ Wi «Mentioned: Se anens aot > 2 ee eens Sek ene 224 
Coogle,, Benjamin: F.4 Mentionedycssss 5552426 s-cee nace see eee eee 88 
Cook, Benjamin.©. Mentioned ss. 4 ssaass ease ese este eee ee eee 979 
Cook, Frederick: ‘W.- -Mentioned: «25555 snsceaassssctee ne nae ee eee 546 
Cook, Philip. 

Assignment to, commands) 5225455552052 05 5525 sces assent ee ats 993 

Mienbilome dl raetastot tat semtel telatatey t-te terra tere 564, 598-601, 993, 1002, 1011, 1013 


Cook, Roger E. 
Correspondence with 


Howe, Albion P tasssjasactss don: cscs nas canteens ee see eee 724 

Weber, Masog. xia cet occ. a cisiam oereiaiewic ests SiGe 724 

Men tioned Joe tyt. S285 218 5 ote eh ince bee ee ee 620, 623, 628, 630, 858, 982 
Reports of skirmish in Loudoun County, Va., Aug. 21, 1864...............- 636 
Cooke, John S. Mentioned........ WS ASE siete atateiet ae SE ta tees ee 128 
Cooley; Alfred) Menitionedimaa any sees ane aac aos seeee ae 128, 348, 344 
Coons, Jonas. Mentioned ..................... aves PO OS, - St ROE . 331, 335 
Cooper Aaron Ks (Mentioned mas. th eens eee See ee See 139 
Cooper, Samuel. > Mentioned yess eee eee ee ee 993, 996, 1008 


For correspondence, ete., see Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S A. 
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Mem tonedi so: so .cestee ence eee Eee SEERTARR ches coco 3 624-627, 629, 720 
McGowan, Thomas'S. ~Mentioneds., -emusscatee meee eco eee eee 979 
McGregor, James. 
Mentioned. 0 = at ae Quod. adem Ree ee ee cere ere ee 198, 200 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864 ........-.2. 205 
MeGuire, Hunter. “Mentioned! oe 8 eee eee ee ee oe ee eres 556, 583 
Melintire, Samuel Bo Mentioned <--0--- eee ce oe eet eens pene nee 549, 550. 
McIntosh, John B. ; 
Correspondence with 
Bacon, William Poo laccss se cacace cata. ae ieee eee eae 849 
Wilson, James H.......... 763, 787, 818, 835, 836, 848, 867, 885, 892, 936, 937, 965 
Mentioned. ...... 24, 25, 46, 47, 55, 98, 99, 101, 104, 105, 111, 117, 424, 427, 428, 516-520, 
531, 730, 746, 779, 795, 835, 848, 890-899, 903, 912, 913, 924, 936, 964, 965, 987 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Cathpaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 ..... Bo-5 029, Dol 
Molrvang Samuel.) Mentionediee ener nee. te eee een eee "519 
Mckay, James. | Mentioned): see scr esteem ea 542 
McKean, James PF. “Mentioned cease te ee nese eee 138 


McKee, George W. Mentioned 59 
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mecieivy. Samuel. “Mentioned 94s 200 eM Mibar Ueaettiieis - .aqoore : co 
MeKentry, Arehibala. Bvemuronetle: vat oe Hee fe Meat = RRONSUSa ys 47, 98, 130 
Mackenzie, Ranald S. 
Mentioned 2 <2. ae es-- 33, 55, 107, 125, 131, 151, 154, 159, 162, 163, 175, 176, 178, 984 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. DS BOL! eae Sans tere = 179 
MeKilipearcnipald w. ) Mentionee. 2... of). fe ee Se eh ES GOS 979 
PRC RINO YS INO Valo eMeEMmuOnets:< oh cccx seek cds tceetsrecteewseeease eee 983 
McKinley, William, jr. Mentioned__....-. SRS etcies sat ees ee see Sees 363, 364 
McKinney, Edward P. 
Cerrespondence witir Alired GODS. oeS eee es ee 621 
Momntianed!=s: no eee eee. St. ff ttre), fh. Les Be 484, 622, 631, 632 
McKnight, James. 
Men TOneUs seme ae ewes ote 2 be: le lene 108, 127, 152, 154, 226, 233, 271, 985 
‘Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Ang. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 _........... 278 
McLaughiin, George H-" Mentioned 2222-22... Se Se ee: 127 
ive iigehrin 1 homas) Mentioned. eee Oe eee 984 
Me Lauehii. Ww ilar. Mentioned oes 2. san. SIS Se See eh: 1011 
MecHcair JOnn- Et. Mentioned Ao. 22: Swe Le RS ee eer 753 
fre tioster: Cnarics: --Montionedl (22.22 ee ee 441 
McMenamin, John. Mentioned -.-.-- Mrs Esa eis sates Ah Ss Akg Se eee ae 762 
Me Michael, Paul A. Mentioned-2¢ -28P ee A eee 595 
mre Milian, -tenry Pb. > Mentioned task nan eo ee 310 
McMillan, James W. 
Mentioned: 2. 22252 4.<05 A Ss 5 a0 ee ET 53, 77, 108, 114, 122, 127, 
133, 280, 281, 284, 285, 288-291, 293, 302, 305, 308-310, 316-318, 322, 824, 985 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864.......--- 308, 313 
ate Millan,¢ sohn-C.-> Mentioned). 2222 <i os LAPS Boe 564 
MoeMurray, Mitchell. = Mentioned... 25. ne ee eis eb ee 198 
MeoNamara, Daniel 'C:. Mentioned -:.2-...- Set see UTI ee 359 
mre Neil. donutt.- + Mentioned-c sss) tee oer Se Sa I: 30, 
89, 653, 660, 668, 692, 726, 741, 806, 829, 887, 888, 893, 951, 959, 968, 972 2 
meNulty, Caleb.d... . Mentioned 25122222 cae a UA ss Pe Et 835 
DrcNuity.Jonw,. Mentioned saz... oen ee Se PAABAEES & PAPAS 5 
MenNulty. William Go) Mentioned ...<..2<.-eceesesceces we UE Foe FT. 765 
Macomber, Horatio be Mentioned orate 22 Pos. ob E ees 343, 369 
MePherson,; Jamies A. Mentioned (222.54. . 09205. UL PSE 2 cde Pieces wees 977 
MePherson, Samuel Way Mentionedi2s sis 2. oS. od leet at 861 
McQuesten, James F. 
Correspondence with WesleyuMerritt:5223 2222002 2.605 SSP acess 956 
DYCUIONCO g2aepsaree ew cena ch askeetsanassuiceceesscetesretheeanesseaees 119, 446 
BAe ViGAll yd OW. J MeEMtLONCd \eo.csicwcucs tetas saeete ee cue toh ees bets false 544 
iveVvackersGeorpe W. Mentioned .:...3i220ssc25. cetera teoeee se sseces 853 
MMaddusyd ohuaws a Mentionedge. 203210 U eee elles .-c eet eee eee 331 
Madison Court-House, Va. Skirmish at, Dec. 21,1864. See Gordonsville, 
Va. Expedition from Winchester to near, Dec. 19-28, 1864, ete. 
iMahan, Andrew. -“Mentioned.....<<..scccccsede cc esec Slices: Roses 406, 408 
Mahnken, John H. Mentioned ..-.......2.--2eee -2 2222 eens cone eae 474, 480 
Mahoney evvalllam, Menvioneds 2) aelsuve-smems snc ca sea aerew ose cece = 233, 245, 246 
Mainssonn Gs Mentionets..2.22.s0stbescss ctewccecescessocecees <5 138, 479, 485 


Maine Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Heav y—Regiments: Ist, 989. 
Artillery, Light—Batter/es: 1st, 109, 115, 12¢ 
331, 351, 355-359, 824, 986; Sth, 108, 114, 1 
198, 271-273, 985. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 978. 


FS 


D) 
"132, 149 a, e 185, 192, 195, 


bo 
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Page. 
Maine Troops. Mentioned—Continued. 
Infantry—Battalions: Coast Guard, 976, 989. Companies: State Guards 
(Militia), 989. Regiments : Ast (Veteran), 126, 132, 215, 216; 7th, 108, 113, 
121, 212, 213, 217, 218, 221,985; 12th, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 299, 300, 325, ne 
340, 721, 986; 13th, 109, 985; 14th, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 325, 326, 
986; 15th, 109, 985; 29th, 108, 114, 121, 127, 133, 294, 312, 985; 3Oth,78, i 
127, 985. 
Malin, George W. Mentioned ......2.---.- -stoenejcseettr~rig- sess pre-e ne 540 
Manassas Junction, Va. Skirmish at, Nov. 11, 1864 -....-.-.--------------- 2 
Mandy, Harry J. Mentioned.............--.--------------+ --+-- 2022-2 2-2 -- 551 
Mann, James C. 
Correspondence with Andrew J. McGonnigle ..-.-.-------------------- 630, 786 
Ménbioniediwn... .theret ieee dad <5. ccs eni ces pee eee ae 620-622, 624-628, 630, 631 
Testimony of. Board of ingquizy, on attack on Union supply train, Aug. 
13; 1864.2. Sos censc cic Sos eee pe Se eee ee eee aes 628-630 
Mann, Nehemiah H. +» Mentioned 222.3 22..425. 2 25,.cn ass ads sae ee eae 475 
Manning, George A... \/Mentioneds<. 2222534... Pag eee oes see - Seo 911 
Marcy, George O:. Mentioned —.-2...20... 52.22 2-2 a paseees cities. hares 103, 111 
Mark, Penrose'G. Mentioned -..2c 222.222. 2.0h.. soedthe ee eeadeneis eee 198 
Marker, Caleb. 
Correspondence with Benjamin F. Kelley.......-..-..--.-------2--+s--- 938 
Mentioned ai tnenc. 21 She OSE nn oa os deanna eee tte he. < See eee 915 
Marker, Bugene:: Mentioned. ........20.2002cce02 sees ccen st oe ease see 421 
Marsh, Charles Hi. §(Private:)) Mentioned...... -.<....2----454 eee 551 
Marsh; CharlesiHie (Scouts) Mentioned. -cs. cee. 255.220. 18. 89s.9et-- ee 773 
Marsh; John’ Ey.) .Menjioneds ete a: saacaceeee 2 sss Lesheseoed Be beeches 976 
Marshall, Charles. Mentionedt:.... 2-2 .-----: «dees eee oe no oeee  ee ee 616 
For correspondence as A. D.C., see Robert EF. Lee. 
Marston, Oliver Hi. ‘Mentioned :2:......2.5.2-haswSande. 22 pte Ee eee 128 
Martin, James W.) Mentioned 22s. .<.....2.::2..-4. Seeeettee e-em 350 
Martin; Joseph W.soMentioned see sh sane - 2s. Sa eee eee eee 112, 130, 975 
Martin;,WalterE;. Mentioned) :-2.<:::-:-: 2 52se asset niet eee eee be 
Martindale, Franklin G: Mentioned ..----.-2<.:...fashseeee Hu GRE 435, 51 
Martinsburg, W. Va. 
Action near, Sept. 18, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 
28, 1864. Report of Averell, p. 498. 
Skirmish at, Ang. 31,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 
28, 1864, Meport of Sheridan, p. 45; itineraries, pp. 84, 85. 
Maryland. Operations in. Communications from 
Rp lo yg SHINee sven sec dice Selec ee Se sere Nae ee ee eee ee eee 949 
Wate; Johm Mess stsc255c5 2225 cents ete meceesc eee ae ee eer en ee 943 
Maryland, Bastern Shore of. 
Affairs in, generally. Communication from Henry H. Lockwood .....--- 927 
Operations on. Communications from George W. P. Smith ..........-- 785, 800 
Maryland, Governor of. Correspondence with 
Adpubant-General’s Office, U.S. Ao. seen oe eee ee 755 
- Lincoln “Abrahams. 2222250225) 25 et 5555s es Seepean ten ee = eee ere ee 755 


Maryland Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
Artillery, Light—Batter/es: 24, 567, 613. 
least re AUB 2d, 5, 6, 186, 468, 488, 566, 904, 994, 1004, 1019. 
ments: Ist, 5,6, 186, 994, 1004. : 
Maryland miCSis, Mentioned. (Union.) 
Arti'lery, Light—Batteries: A, 982; B, 983; D, 977; Baltimore, 982. 
Cavalry—Companies: Smith's, 644, 717, 927,981. Regiments: 1st P. 8. By 
94, 422, 567, 745, 849, 867, 890, 983, 986, 1023. 


Regi- 
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'Maryland Troops. Mentioned. (Union)—Continued. ae 

Infantry—Companies : Patapsco Guards, 808,979, Regiments: 1st B. S., 

765, 980, 981; Ist P. H. B., 982; 2d BE. S., 367,981; 2d P. H. B.,* 2,781, 

982, 983; 3d P. H. B., 623, 627, "628, 982; 6th, 108, 113, 121, 126, ‘132 , 223, 

224, 226, 246, 248, 250, 259-255, 262, 268, 269, 985; 11th, ‘765, 766, 773, 980; 

12th, 766, 781, 980. 
Mason, BC ECLOTIEG Seen TR a age ele eri ee ET 484 
Bano. James Wi. Meninonetl bee (cree 2k eee Peta hast eee epee in 989 
Massachusetts, Governor of. Correspondence with James B. Fry.......--- 767 
Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Heavy—Battalions: 1st (Batteries), A, 989; B, 988; C, 989; D, 

988; E, F, 989. Batteries: 3d Unattached Company, 977; 6th Un- 
attached Company, 976; 7th Unattached Company, 976; 8th Un- 
attached Company, 976; 9th Unattached Company, 976; 10th Unat- 
tached Company, 976; 11th Unattached Company, 976; 12th Unat- 
tached Company, 976; 14th Unattached Company, 976; 15th Un- 
attached Conipany, 977. Regiments: 34d, 976. 

Artillery, Light—B8atteries: 1st (4), 108, 121, 197, 271-274, 778, 985; 16th, 
975. 

Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 978; 2d, 24, 94, 95, 97, 111, 117, 180, 136, 422, 443, 
490-492, 672, 673, 762, 911, 986; 3d, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 322, 330, 332-334, 

339, 340, 727, 986; 5th (Color ed), 976. 

Infantry—Companies : 2d Unattached Company, 988; 15th Unattached 
Company. 989; 17th Unattached Company, 989; 19th Unattached 
Company, 989; 20th Unattached Company, 989; 21st Unattached 
Company, 988. Regiments: 5th (Militia), 766, 981; 6th (Militia), 861, 

879; 7th, 984; 8th (Militia), 981; 1Oth, 984; 26th, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 
325, 326, 727, 986; 30th, 76, 108, 114, 121, 127, 133, 283, 290, 293, 294, 308, 
312, 313, 985; 34th, 110, 115, 123, 128, 134, 372, 374-383, 388, 981; 37th, 67, 
107, 112, 125, 162-164, 173, 182, 185, 187, 190, 794, 984; 38th, 109, 115, 122, 
128, 134, 326, 340, 341, 343-345, 986; 42d, 977; 60th, 751, 773. 
Massey, George V. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Henry H. Lockwood. 
MatHer LUOMAS SS. « MONTHONOG oo ee x - ate ara aim eos Sia sos = 694 
Pact RODS sales, a MONON G We. 2 eb pag. sce soe xeple Sgt asin cea Safes === oh 464, 466 
Mathews, James D. Mentioned....-...-.-.--- a iy Re, OT eee 1012 
MIALLH OWS) Asp asd rs Met MONON cee tate noice eaters nese ee Ree tabi 462 
Matthews. LNOmMag. = MONiMONO (ne. : a em cnet aac ee Fer aes 980 
Maulsby, William P. 
Correspondence with Max Weber...--.------------------ deceeenerere cess 701 
IM ISTE GEOTN EC OE a I fe aoe eee ie Rare 0S ere re 619, 738 
iMaxson, B.Frank, Mentioned ...-.---.-..--22-- 2-9. .G-c-n- 8 -- -e- 332 on 119 
Maxwell, George R. Mentioned ........---..-.------- +2222) -- 222 ners eee 455 
May, Lewis A. 
NOUNS, moacle eerie re 8 Sea Aes See * eer ter ee 108, 126, 985 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaigns Ang. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 -....--- 269, 270 
Mayell, Henry. Mentioned.-.-..-.----..--------------+---------+-++-- 146, 147, 527 
Meach, George E. Mentioned.--....-.-.-------------------+++++++-+++-+-- 551 
Mead, John B. Mentioned ......-------------------+-----2220+ eet tee eee 127 
Meade, George G. Mentioned.-..--...-.-.--------------+---- +--+ -++5-5-- ¢ 52, 994. 
Means, James C. Mentioned.....-.--.-.------------0+++-----2 2202-00-07 820 
Means, Samuel C. Corr epont ene ith War Department, U.S -...-..----- - 799 
Medals of Honor. Awarded by U.S. Congress for distinguished services im 
Shenandoah Valley Pessanee Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 . SEPP cece aa 550 


~ Company F served as cavalry. 
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Page 
Meeks, David J. Mentioned .........-..---------+---2-2e2 ere r tree 550 
Mcem, A. Russell. Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov.. 
239i boot eaeeren IE a MA POSER IPE AEA SARE BEI SESE cy Stacia) Soar 589 
Moigs, John R. Mentioned...-....-----------+--------- 30, 56, 99, 102, 739, 793, 800 
Meigs, Montgomery C. Mentioned...-...--------------+-+++--+------------ 792 
For correspondence, etc., see Quartermaster-General’s Office, U. S. A. 
Melton, Samuel W. Mentioncd..........00 cece sceee ce ecee ceccee ce ccee cere 993 
Melvin, Thayer. 
Correspondence with William ’W. Averell ..... AS PRER ER UONPIAER AIS OEE 789, 804, 820 
duke ites tCi ben ren See ee re PSs ae eee Seo se aebeesor 738, 739, 762 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see David Hunter; also Philip H. Sheridan. 
Mercer, John T. Mentioned.. sap aeirecrs-wmaeenn ners smn Rama aR., IGS 
Merchant, Charles S. AfGnttoned Pleapee cts Se IN EY STE it 988 
Merrill; Joseph C; Mentioned a oor a ao ea ci pie = = wn sinning 400, 630 
Merritt, A. Clarkson. Mentioned -.--.----.---------.------------------- 147, 148 
WMerritt,-ROpert by. (eit OM eC areca arate ea ee 986 
Merritt, Wesley. 
Correspondence with 
Adjutant-General’st Once, Ui. Se Aone cease ee eee eerie ela 452 
WMevin, (NOMA, Cnn as. ssc cae ee es ee os oe eee cee eats ee eee 834 
Wir CesnolasOWis bo cease cess serie oe 770, 847, 864, 865, 890, 891, 921, 946 
Gibbs, Altreds: 22 soe See Sass se batas sae tien eer ei cee ce rake 825, 946 
MEOW Cll CMM ELOS En, [Ts Sea. reite ao oicge nies Se a) ole tae ereaeeg eatoe 956 
NIGCOIWES ten, CalneSth\. ~aeihe crete ecoie as.c ne ei elves cae au ie eee cee 956 
Myers, Edward...-.----.. 98 ISO Se er Aer, a ASE SEs A 834 
SHSM aN RUN tek acre se etre tere cee Sets alates ene eee 55, 711, 944, 945, 956 
‘Torbert: AMred th Ares. noe te ce caceclan a ontacie eee ee ee eee 453, 
701, 745, 769, 794, 802, 816, 825, 833, 846, 864, 873, 874, 883, 902, 921, 956 
Watson, ames: tes. cca. eSeietne coe cet cee © wee Rr re aoe ees 864, 874 
Men toned! Snare ce tae tetan re cee terse anaes 17-19, 21, 22, 26, 27, 29, 31, 33, 


36, 42-50, 52-56, 62, 97, 98, 101, 111, 116, 130, 136, 148, 194, 421-487, 442, 443, 
445, 446, 449, 450, 452-454, 457, 459-461, 464, 465, 470-472, 474, 477, 478, 482, 
483, 498, 499, 507, 516,517, 522, 523, 525, 537, 548, 553, 614, 621, 672, 677-679, 
711, 722, 745, 772, 797, 801, 822, 833, 835, 842, 847, 848, 851, 852, 861, 867, 875, 
880, 884, 885, 903, 912, 914, 922, 925, 942, 945, 947, 948, 952, 953, 958, 972, 986 
Reports of 
Fauquier and Loudoun Counties, Va. Expedition from Winchester 


into, Nov. 28-Dec. 3, 1864...... adepaaanen te teemere ent oe eeeee 671 
Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864.......- 438, 443, 446, 448 
Meyer, John. Mentioned arene. ceserecne tenner e ae eee eee te nn ener 128, 305 
MichigansUoS:S:" “Mentioned sca see en ee ree etre crete eran 930 


Michigan Troops. Mentioned 
Artillery, Light—8atter/es : 13th, 976; 14th, 975. 
Cavalry—Regiments : Ist, 107, 111, 116, 120, 125, 130, 136, 448, 455, 458-463, 
466, 468, 977, 978, 984, 986; Sth, 111, 116, 130, 136, 458-462, 465, 467, 978, 986; 
6th, 111, 116, 130, 136, 454, 455, 458-461, 463-469, 978, 986; 7th, 111, 116, 130, 
136, 454, 455, 458-461, 465, 467-469, 978, 986. 
Infantry—Regiments: 26th, 977. 
Mickles, Philo D., jr. Mentioned 


aia e's aie ele,s cree te Se eer len eis tacts Ione eee 63 

Middle Department (8th Army Corps). : 
‘Affairs in, generally. Communications from 

Dy ler, Brastus™ Bie ccs cer oo secere meer ears ene ne ae 895 

Wallace Lew ten ce at cern cle ene een eee ee eee 969 
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‘Middle Department (8th Army Corps)—Continued. ae 
Inspection of Ist Separate Brigade. Communication from Francis I. D. 
NSS ee ee Eo ae OR eee Be” MR ee 9 3 165 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from 
“TU Yileb a Bras (Se By a8 ao one coat aw okaee wee weeick Sea eceie ae eS 766 
ROE eae ee ee ee Se ers ee 766, 773, 854 
Operations in. Communications from 
Churebrngn Cale ek ase matali blieina venmweabee’S~ Sik e saae aks 718 
Tepakwinod | ep Dyas go ihe ae 66 apnpo p ciels « D ohaleyn: felel-isk% dls) hte 717, 718 
SE ler, OS URS ie oa RES 5 oe Sa NE oldie he Bias wane os Isc en 693 
Orders, General, series 1864—Wallace: No. 65, 869. 
Orders, Special, series 1864—Wallace: No. 194, 706; No. 197, 736; No. 
198, 751; No. 199, 766 ; No. 200,773; No. 201, 781; No. 202, 
790; No. 203, 799; No. 204, 808; No. 207, 839; No. 208, 854; 
No. 213, 908. Lockwood: No. 33, 869. 
Union troops in. Organization, strength,etc. See Middle Military Divi- 
sion. 
Middle Military Division. (Union.) 
Affairs in, generally. Communication from Joseph H. Taylor -........-. 762 
SI GHBREDU LOU so aoe a5 re Ra Pcie nia cid cine oo cee SORE REE UTS eee mte 719 
Orders, series 1864—Sheridan: Aug. 9, 739; Aug, 10, 760; Aug. 12, 775; 
Aug. 16, 813; Aug. 28, 941. Emory: Aug. 10,763. Kenly: 
Aug. 12, 628.’ Merritt: Aug. 16, 816. Russe//: Aug. 12, 778. 
Wilson: Aug. 14, 795; Aug. 25, 913; Aug. 27, 936; Aug. 30, 
964. Wright:. Aug. 9,743; Aug. 10, 762; Aug. 11 (two), 768; 
Aug. 12, 778; Aug, 13,785; Aug. 16, 814; Aug. 22, 883; Aug. 
30, 963. 
Orders, Circulars, series 1864—Sheridan: No. 3, 793; Aug. 10 (two), 760; 
Aug. 11, 767; Aug. 13, 784; Aug. 19,843; Aug. 25, 906; Aug. 
27, 933; Aug. 28, 941; Aug. 30,962. Di Cesnola: Aug.19, 847. 
Emory: Aug. 28, 944. Merritt: Aug. 19, 847. Torbert: Aug. 
21, 876. Wilson: Aug. 12 (two), 779; Aug. 16, 818; Aug. 26, 
923, 924; Aug. 30 (two), 964. 
Orders, General, series 1864—Sheridan: No. 1, 720,721; No. 2, 721,726; 
No. 3, 726; No. 4, 501; Nos. 6, 7, 8, 738; No. 9, 739; No. 11, 
784; No. 12, 800. Campbel/: No. 20, 170. Dwight: No. 50, 
307. Emory: No. 4, 845. Torbert: No. 1, 744; No. 6, 801; 
No. 7, 846; No. 13, 437. Wilson: No. 42, 876. 
Orders, Special, series 1864—Sheridan : No. 2, 726; No. 3, 739; No. 5, 793; 
No. 6, 800; No. 9, 842; No. 10, 619; No. 14, 896; No. 18, 
940; No.19, 620; No. 20, 962; No. 41, 505. Wilson: No. 76, 
795. Wright: No. 180, 920. 
Sheridan, Philip H. 
Assigned to command of..-.-.--.-- Do NER a ater sis ensts Sale e pahocicce aie <e 719 
TARSTIMES COMMATIO OL § cin noes ocbis secwislniccioels @esisinses sece)o as si00s cisiae- 721 
Torbert, Alfred T. A. 
Assigned as Chief of Cavalry of......---------+-----+-+-----++-+----- 501 
AgSUIeS COMMIT OL. CAVITY OL <6 aoa <n cn is een. ses occ na ce vcasinsensss 744 
Union troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 
Aug. 9, 1864 -....----- 22 222 oe nee cen cee ee cee nee eee eee 743 
Aug. 19, 1864 ......---- 22-2 e eee eee cee eee ee eect eee eee 848 
Aug. 24, 1864 2... 22. 05 e ee nee eee nee cece cee nn eee nee cerns 902, 903 
TATG. 30, 1804 no cae een oan wns m2 =e (SESSEE SO ODERRSaBOCe ar Caamba ee 965 


Aug. 31, 1864 ..2. 2.2... eee. eee cee cece ee cece ee cee ee cence es cerees 974-987 
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Page. 
Middle Military Division. (Union)—Continued. e 
Union troops in. Organization, strength, ete. 
Sept. 10, 1864....-..-.-.------ ---- 22-2 e222 ee ee ee coco ce con cee cece eee 61 
Sept. 19; 1864. Sees as sees 2. 28s octane nee nee er wie wane om eine 107-112 
Oct 19; 18642 -.2- 2225 2 ee et tte ee eee eee ee en mene eee 125-130 
Middleton, Gabriel. Mentioned ..--....---.-------+----------------------- 983 
Middletown, Va. 
Action at, See Newtown (or Middletown), Va. Action at, Nov. 12, 1864. 
Skirmish at, Sept. 20, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 
28, 1864. Reports of Devin, p. 475; Wilson, p. 518. 
Middleway, W.Va. Skirmish at, Aug. 21, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Cam- 
paign. Report of Horatio G. Wright, p. 155; Sheridan to Averell, 
p. 877; Wilson to Merritt, p. 874; Wilson to Torbert, p. 875. 
Miles, Nelson A. Mentioned.-..---.---.----------------+--+-------------- 64 
Miles, William W. Mentioned ....--------- ear arena ree Crear 111 
Milford, Va. Skirmishes at. 
Sept. 22, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of 
Merritt, Wesley. Stagg, Peter. Torbert, Alfred T. A. 
Sheridan, Philip H. 
Also itineraries, pp. 90, 95, 99, 105. 
Oct. 25-26, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of Robert E. Lee, p. 553; Powell, pp. 510, 511; journal of 
Hotchkiss, p. 583. 
Military Complications. Communications from 
Croolls EQOR suc a ossga nde saseeoosesase BesueSaucWssacsasssetsoe Shoscoose+ 968 
WYO Ie WEDS ASG on Goucige asp aceo des eOT Gass OSU ONS S ATED CONG POSES Os SocSS.coK8 886 
Militia. Calls for.,etc. Communications from. 
ING hou AC Gavergenl SOV ailUpiShA eRe eS OMS SSSSES CoocieBee Usemins woes 755, 756 
CouehyDantseN css s- sass Bee meen s eee ae eae kee ee 706, 737, 756 
WE nai eR CONNOR is 56 SoM Geode aaBonc Shee Seacise Hat Colne GUNS bose a5 a8 755 
Pennsylvania, Governor of -.........-..--.-- Seg 0S GERg Soo See oa Goad Coos 755 
West Virginia, Governor of sso s355 espe te See Sisal apace eee te eter 724 
Miller, Mentioned. pice 4226 fee. joss « 2 oso Sac OS eee ee 331 
Miller, Benjamin. Fy Mentioned! o! os. sees cee, tacl-nisiee toe Sulake Relate ee ee 232 
Miller, Charles H. Il or correspondence as A. A.G., see John B. McIntosh. 
Miller, Frank B. Correspondence with Benjamin I’. Kelley...-........... 894, 904 
Miller, Predemclo Ry gevlemiu One UU etter tacts aioe eee eee Steers 620, 627 
Miller, Thomas) dy Mentone tray. ec. see oe = eta tee ees eee eee ee 208 
Milligan gRobe ttre Vention ed ore. ae eae ee eee eee eee eee eee 717, 718, 766 
Milliken, Charles A. 
Mention edletees,..- tessaasatee soak sac scem nets cee Some: = eee 108, 126, 214 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 _........... 218 
Milroy, ,yRobertikives Mentioneds. sac - cise) ecel eee oe eee eee ere ee eee oe 752 
Miner qIViiltonwia.  Membiome dle ates. tpt. ee eee ee ee eee 109, 286, 287, 986 
Minnich EB dwn) Gime Mentionedite. ee ciscty ee See Seems ee en eee eee 138 
Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments: 13th, 17th, 18th, 21st, 566. 
MAbgef VM Ms icb ees Is. WiGemm els Shaka souar mae sosucu Saesus bear Mab aue de 545, 549 
Mitchell [John Kee embionediner a sees eee ae ae ee eee 997 
MitchellyP Jordany)) Mention demesne eee Seema eee ee aera 138 
Mitchell W illiamiMientioned [2.2.0.5 ee ee ae 980 


Mitzel Ale xand erivon. ss Menuion cua eee eee te eee 977 
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Mobberly, John W. Mentioned 
Molineux, Edward L. 


Correspondence with William H. Emory........-...--..22.22222. 2222-2. 687 


Mentioned -2f2ets S260 2h heii ts J 0h, eel 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 279, 280, 283, 
284, 304, 314, 315, 318-326, 332, 336, 340, 345, 346, 348, 349, 351, 357, 824, 986 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864.......... 329, 333 
Monaghan;-William.. Mentioned ::29..s. -¢2.-/-: Ae Lae 1003, 1012 
Monier; Henry'D.’ “Mentioned! 2222-2: sc2s2s225255:; 28 Toot ow 1003 
Montague, George L. Mentioned_..........-.--.-.------ 107, 125, 184, 185, 190, 984 
Montgomery County,Md. Operations in, Oct. 7-11, 1864. Report of Erastus 
Ba lyler) <= eeesteerass ssccssecssccsr2s PISON SE. on Beko 644 
Mooney, Niichaeles Mewngnediee® 5 2256 noc cncane on da snsine hoande Se ORE 358 
Moore, ————— nel entionedrs! Seb fen en snes fwewss Vee leet se ccecce 2. 592 
Moore, Alexander Car Mention oder ff oe TS PR a I. PE. oes 983 
Moore, Alpheus S. Mentioned .-.......-- 84, 111, 180, 136, 433, 434, 450, 509, 510, 514 
Moores Benjamins -Mentioned <2 2)20 esetesen ets 22s. oe 363, 364 
Moore; Caleb. “Mentioned .... 202-22. 222 111, 519, 544, 835, 866, 867, 937, 987 
Moore, Edwin L. 
Mentionede cect 322 a<-, <5 -e,.s ences oe eo ee- eee oie oe ee, RO Sg) A! 610 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864 ........-.-. 609 
Moore; George G.- ¢ Mentioned: - 225225: 2shosteccssscce yee Le... 551 
Nioore, Samuel J..C.4«Mentioneds <2: 5525 cscs cacnc2ete.t SUS i02 ISA. 600 
Moore, Shriver. Mentioed! =: 222 5-22s20ctsechssdsctsxeces Dll 2s 129, 410 
Noore;Lhomas ws iC; - Mentioned: 522: 2522222225 20202 02- ASA So: 720, 947 


Moorefield, W. Va. 5 
Engagement near. See Oldficlds, W. Va. Engagement at, near Moorefield, 
Aug. 7, 1864. 


Expedition from Kernstown to, ete., Nov. 28-Dec. 2, 1864 -..-....--2.-.-- 2 
Expedition from New Creek to, Noy. 6-8, 1864, and skirmish. Report of 
GEOL ger plat iaMios 4 last ta eae ee eee ee 652 


Skirmishes at, Nov. 27-28, 1864, affair at New Creek (28th), and skirmish 
(28th) at Piedmont. 
Communications from 


Welley-Bemjamiind s2esbs2- 2 22222224 22025562225%.-2°02 658, 659, 662, 669 
ibplaknrs,, (ECan ae Re oe ee ee ee eee 659, 661, 668, 669 
Reports of 
isher. JOnteweneeasetas sass Sse Saeee-2 eee ciao see nnn 665 
lemme, Ugieiph Mined 235 324422 -50s5sesa525s252-cee ees ese oe 662 
Harrison Gorge. Wes s24 Jones’ 22222022 232222 ee- teat 665 
Keller abenyanini bY s Mar). 82 ees. . ae eae dees een = 655 
Dvblaaie Georwe tne 52-9225 225S35—n22 hoe ne nea 660 
AAG OD Gi) tema sak b.5o5 52d ae A255. cae ee Peet oo, tee se eees ais 667 
Obes ObGiy oka aebenws sess cases seen POR Oe . SIP 663, 664 
[RossomMbhoniasel, § Jet. 12 99GA. Pe. PER ace Ry. SIRI IES Set 669 
Sheridan, Pali eee sere ae ae SS SS = SE S.-i oo 653 
Stewart,1G Seaforth)... 22te¥ tuewee- .----- =a bee See ee 654 
DWV taney by Elia, US eA = dy gph pend - ES oh cet gm been} Ss habid de mine ne meisie 666 
Morehouse, John B. Mentioned.....-.-.----------------+--+++-2++-+---- 585, 536 
Morford, William EB. Mentioned .-...-..-------.---------+---++-+++----+-+-- 630 
Morgan, Jobn H. Mentioned -.-..-----.---------4-+ 4--2-se0e- 22-8 ste 2-22: 983 
Morgan, JohnH. Mentioned -...------------------- 36, 37, 651, 936, 1010, 1011, 1013 
Morgan, Rollin H. Mentioned ...--...--------+-------+-+-++-+-+ 2-222 -2-5-- 540 
Morgan, William A. Mentioned ....-.--..-----------+---+++++2----------> Hdd 


Moriarty, David P. Mentioned...----.22.--------<--+-- 2st e224 22-7 5---- 982 
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Page. 
Morris, Casper W. Mentioned .-.....-----.----------- +--+ -+ee sere rere 771 
Morris, John B. Mentioned....-..----.-----------------+ e220 ee eeee reece 977 
Morris, William W. 
Correspondence with Lew. Wallace...-...-----------------+++e++ e222 ---- 908 
Mentioned/saise. 335-549.-Cip - Siac. ake Saas Seiaee be eet 766, 799, 839, 854, 908, 981 
Morrison, William S. Mentioned ....---.-----------.------+ 220+ 202+ -+--+- 139 
Morrow, Albert P. Mentioned ...-..-.-.-.-----------------+++-++- +--+ +--+ 489 
Morrow, John T. Mentioned......---------------------- +--+ +--+ 2-22 0-0--: 328 
Morse, Henry B. Mentioned ...---..---.----------------------++++++++++-- 127 
‘Morse, Llewellyn J. Mentioned......-.----.--.----------------+-+--+++-++- 989 
Morton, John BE. Mentioned .....-.....--------------------> 138, 323, 356, 358, 359 
Mosby, John S. 
Mentioned) .oss nas enema see eee ee tag bee 23, 24, 35, 55, 56, 84, 95, 184, 186, 428, 


464, 467, 484, 490, 508, 509, 536, 543, 553, 615-619, 622, 623, 633, 635-638, 644, 
646, 670, 672, 683, 684, 722, 724, 727, 729, 740, 742, 772, 776, 777, 783, 785, 792, 
798, 802, 811, 813, 814, 822, 823, 826, 828, 829, 831, 836, 841, 842, 845, 858-860, 
866, 877, 897, 899, 901, 902, 909-911, 919, 933, 942, 943, 963, 990, 1000, 1021 
Reports of Mosby’s operations, Aug. 9-Oct. 14, 1864-.-..-...--.--.-+----- 633, 635 
Mosby’s Operations, Aug. 9-Oct. 14, 1864. 
Communications from 


Augur Christopher, <2 -- cco pias. sate oss Ante te ee es ee -1e -Se eees 831 
Averell (William, Wes...b--- 332. be< tice been taatt - ance teeeoeee 828, 829 
Hd wards, Oliver jog sb ae = cee oe eee - ee See een eee 814 
Kmorys) Wallan Et aoe. s.<5 =e ec sooo ee ee teree 845 
Gansevoort, Henry: $2.25 «cine = 282. ~oa stewie aco ses oss. aa eee eee 832 
Gardner, Robert\S «<= ..0098% << 263. 228. chase: ast ee Sees 836 
‘Lazelle, Henry: Mis .204. osc esse ee soe ees eo eee ee ese 785, 933 
Lee, Robert EB. 2424 <6 - 5525, Sbssc6 Ses ne Gt ooetossatay! -aee -ASes eee 635 
Mann James; Casec 324-226 Soyer -62 ote = ee Ee eee 786 
Smith, Howard! Mun. -2< c-section SE oe ee ee 866 
Stevenson, John. snus $-veg st. tee pists BREE ete eet ee ee 826, 828, 829 
Taylor, Walter Hl 2: <aos< 2.5 s3sc ot eae a ae eee re ene 1000 
Wiaaten, Jon pi Mss Aisa che seems ees sare Sewliesicemesele 882 
Wiellswblenty pi osc ores ceccse sce7 se ssae i es< Sate eee ree 823, 910, 963 
Reports of 
Blazer, Richard <5 cjs..cscseye Sa ctseac-sp ac Be Ss Bk oes Geeta ci 615 
Gansevoort, enty sS sso oo eee eect te retake ey AE epee, eee lee 616, 618 
Gee pWRoberth 2s on2 tee hic acee ce ccin sas oa; SEES See oor ae 633 
Mosby, J Gb 8). oe cei t src cae cleecieea ony a eMC rae ee 633, 635 
See also Board of Inquiry. Attack on Union supply train, Aug. 13, 1864. 
Moses, Robert. Hos Mentioned. .22. 2.2. eos, ooo 2 oe eee ee ee 214 
Moson, Richard F.. Mentioned -2... 2.22 2ss-. . aa eee Se 978 
Moulton,Albert, P. .Mentioned) cs... o-lon =e eee ee eee 392 


Mount Crawford, Va. Skirmish at, Oct. 2, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign, lug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864, Reports of 
Devin, Thomas C. Merritt, Wesley. Torbert, Alfred T. A, 
Also itineraries, pp. 90, 92; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 577. 
Mount Jackson, Va. 
Action at Rude’s Hill, near. See Rude’s Hill, near Mount Jackson, Va. Ac- 
tion at, Nov. 22, 1864. 
Skirmishes at, 
Sept. 23, 1861. _ See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug.7-Nov: 28, 1864. 
Reports of Karly, p.656; Horatio G. Wright, p. 157; itinerary, p. 
93; journal of Hotchkiss, y). 575. 
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Mount Jackson, Va.—Continued. sin 

Skirmishes at. 

Sept. 24, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, -tug. *-Nor. 28, 1864. 
Report of Devin, p. 476; itinerary, p. 93. 
Oct. 3, 1864. See Shenandoah Falley Campaign, Aug. *—Nov. 28, (804. 
Reports of 
Edwards, Oliver. Nesmith, John H, Sheridan, Philip H. 
Hague, Albert G. 

Mountjoy; Robert. Ps + Mentioned: 22.) 532/225. eden Wie ieee 95, 490, 670 
Mower, Joseph A. Mentioned: 2222.4 65.222 7..2- 2. Sa eee 2s eae 9 167 
Mubleman Ho wala. Mentioned)... sence kel os tke notes e) AoE 147, 148 
Mullen, ‘William:S.. -Mentioned. ..-2.: ........-... 1 Sot GIL smmxgagd. s.’. 118, 331 
Mullikin, James C. Correspondence with Lew. Wallace ~......-2..22..2-.. 717 
Mundec; Charles.» Mentioned 2. 2). Polos sk. Sok NE EE eee 193, 195 
PAMMGrO Tomas fr. Mentioned. -. 0... 0. cco. s dee ae oe ae ee er ee. 3 
Munitions of War. Supplies of, ete. Communications from 

PEVGECIE. (WORIIROT Wigston tg one tte ae Fee sO Ne WE eb 690, 789 

Batdwin, briscoe 4G... 2) seach oes hac co Sos A OE SY Se 995 

Halleck, Henry wae hiss) ote 570 A ee soeohimsewree: 95% 2. 792, 260 

PT AS UB nao accra inca na on wna ERS. OT eb eee ae 686 

Hchoonmaker, James M >. ? Oe De AA t5 5: eee eas Te Sheattys 797 

sheridan, Philip, Hl. Ames Sassen! BI eee. = eer eka lee? Ses alits 860 

Torbert, Aimed tly Ace 21a OR tae tre SF Cet Pal Were tae eel 846, 848 

Wilson, J amessiieer. |” Ue Giatest Bh tere? . tae BA Shen ieee yd ak 948 
Munk, William. 

IMGNINOR OW eo 2 aor Soe ee oe ng ae @ inne a2 2 OLS SONG, cee 110, 129, 413, 414 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 .......--.--- 418 
Munroe, Robert. I 

Mensroned. tet it 0 pre. ie Aer. arate oS 107, 196, 198, 200, 205, 206, 984 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. .-.--.--.--. 204 
Munson; Ralphs: Mentionediies .: Gee _22e ee tee Us eer Per rh Seiad 180 
Murchison, Kenneth M.  Mentioned-_~ 120. 252 err ge. ee. et § Behe) 1012 
Murphy wonunss, sivienbionediss et 25 | sper * 24 itty... .2 Se eae 980 
Murphy. wilianicvw .. Mentioned wast -. 35.220 Sofi. Soe HS 2 514 
WMnrrays Wares, someone? 220.2. ire -eeberade- 2 - = - 2 = certo eset beeen 606 
Myers, DVLGHRLODICC Mc a eam SAE ROM Le Annan ea Sess rine) s 509 
Myers, Edward. Correspondence with Wesley Merritt.....-.---.------.---- 834 
WViverewcammes VWWe MemnOned oon oie eas eens we erin a ote 395 
Madenvonsen, JONIIO. Any MenelOue yo ore cc tee orice 28 eee eines 1012 
Wt L Grd BIOS ee LCTLDLOMC Ce a aiwe ene siete serene ayn pe oa Septet eee = Ses seated 981 
DS Cig daienentshig ae Dae eG le ee eee cee See soos sae eae 420 
IN eee Oma CH, MEMbLONCU cc cle ania Ei wale ae cele ea sm = = = = Reehtal- aatels 398 
Neafie, Alfred. 

IVECO DIO G Were orwiootajoage ns geie oot wes 109, 115, 128, 134, 280, 319, 321, 328, 325, 340, 986 

Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1864..-...---- 841, 344 
Neff, Harmanus. Mentioned.....-----.--------------4--- 002-22 0ngeee eee: 751 
Neill, Thomas H. Mentioned .......--------22,;---- ------ --20-+ee-22-2----- 186 
INolsotied OSEDIN et MOMULOM GC ca aac nee ao ine Gael on ne cic tele 634. 
Welson, William... Mentioned s..9ps- 905 29-225 v- wen mad- n¥is <== 2 567, 1001, 1011 
Nesmith, John H. 

IMGHULOMG(: ster ae star atta = ane en esl airs Sis. a > ofp as anan hres ss ae Rise = 2 ae 514 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1X64.-...-..----- 514. 
INetilClLOM TA PEA VALCO ne Men ONGC ss seems ae haan sac cane Se eeigiae nase 111,539 


Je R— VOL, XLII, PLT 


1106 INDEX. 


Page 
Netz, Richard. Mentioned........-.-.--0-2- 2-502 sees eee eee eee ee eee eee 250 
Neville, Edwin M. Mentioned ......-.-...--+--+-- ++ +--+ cree cere rere ee eee 538 
New Creek, W. Va. 
Action at, Aug. 4, 1864. 
Communications from 
@otuchp Darius Nat see oie 2s er eas see a mate sear ashe eter ee 693 
Hoyed ohn: Fas Waa. sie Ses sees soe es ya ee eee ets 692, 704 
Kelley,Benjamint i -2¢ 22 s2seca2 2 eee eee eee 688, 691, 692, 694, 702-706 
Stevenson, Robert .....---..---- +--+ +--+ 22+ eee eee eee eee eee eee 704 
Wilkinson, Nathane:ss: .22.02:+.<1<es > toeerte sae eee See ee 692 
Reports of 
Johnson, Bradley. Tl 22. .--..22-+e2--Seeee 3. ag. eee -s 4 
Kelley; Benjamin Qc. . 2022 2236 2aeeareeP - oe eee eee 2 


Affair at, Nov. 28, 1864. See Moorefield, W. Vu, Shirmishes at, Nov. 27- 
28, 1864, etc. 
Expedition to Moorefield from. See Moorefield, W. Va. apedition from 
New Creek to, Nov. 6-S, 1864, 
Newhall, Frederic'C: “Mentioned22s- ------- = --<- 222052 ear ere 720, 971 
For correspondence as A. D.C., see Philip H. Sheridan. 
New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Heavy—Batteries: 1st, 975; 2d, 976. 

Artillery, Light—8atteries : Lafayette (Militia), 989. 

Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 105, 111, 130, 519, 545, 549, 675, 676, 978, 987. 

Infantry—Companies: Martin Guards (WMilitia),989. Regiments: 14th, 
109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 290, 315, 325-327, 332, 727, 986. 

New Jersey Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 978; 3d, 24, 98, 102, 111, 117, 130, 427, 518, 520, 529- 
532, 534, 536, 537, 675, 876, 987. 

Infantry—Regiments: 1st (Militia), 765, 767; 4th, 107, 112, 120, 125, 131, 
166, 167, 170-173, 183, 984; LOth, 107, 112, 120, 125, 131, 166, 167, 169-172, 984 ; 
14th, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 231, 235, 236, 985; 15th, 107, 112, 120, 125, 131, 
162, 163, 166-169, 171, 172, 182, 335, 984. 

New Market, Va. Skirmish at, Sept. 24, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Cam- 
paign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of 
Randall, Francis J. Sheridan, Philip H. Torbert, Alfred T. A. 
Also journal of Hotchkiss, p. 576. 
Newt, Alonzo H. Mentioned’ iv 2ssm cee = ce eee sce eee eee en ee 208 
Newtown, Va. 
Action near, Aug. 11, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 
28, 1864. Reports of 
Devin, Thomas C. Sheridan, Philip H. Yorbert, Alfred I’, A. 
Gibbs, Alfred. 
Also itineraries, pp. 90, 92, 94; Scott to Gibbs, p. 770. 
Skirmish near, Och, 28,0804 2 ee some, oa eer so nt ee a ee 10 
Newtown (or Middletown), Va. Action at, Nov. 12,1864. See Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1804. Report of McCausland, 
p. 614; itineraries, pp. 77,93; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 584. 
New York Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Heavy—Regiments : 5th, 374, 375, 377, 380, 381, 385, 982; 5th (Bat- 
talions), 2d, 110, 115, 123, 128, 134, 382, 383, 981; 6th, 129, 135, 813, 975; 
8th, 765, 980; Oth, 108, 113, 126, 132, 223, 224, 229, 246, 248, 250-252, 255-257, 
260, 262, 270, 765, 882, 975, 980, 985; LOth, 872, 976. 
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New York Troops. Mentioned—Continued. 


Artillery, Light—Batteries : 1st, 108, 114, 121, 127, 132, 149, 150, 157, 164, 185, 
191, 271, 272, 274-277, 985; Sth, 109, 122, 127, 285, 287, 291, 294, 309, 317, 318, 
986; 6th, 112, 130, 136, 435, 447, 459, 460, 975; 20th, 28th, 988; 30th, 324, 
982. been Ast (Batteries) A, 106, 808, 809, 980; F, K, 977. 

Cavalry—Regiments: Ast (Lincoln), 111, 117, 124, 130, 425, 496, 506, 512, 651, 
733, 736, 765, 771, 852, 896, 914, 983; 1st igieea 958, 983; 2d (Harris 
Light), 99, 102, 103, 111, 117, 130, 137, 518, 520, 524, 529, 532-534, 536-540, 978, 
987; 3d, 978; 4th, 111, 116, 180, 184, 445, 470-475, 482, 978, 986; 5th, 99, 102, 
111, 117, 180, 187, 485, 520, 524-526, 529, 532-534, 547, 802 835, 922-925, 936, 
978, 987; 6th, 111, 116, 130, 136, 445, 470-476, 478-480, 489-485, 978, 986; 8th, 
101, 111, 117, 130, 137, 521, 541, 543-545, 549, 675, 676, 978, 987; 9th, 111, 116, 
130, — a 469-472, 475-478, 480-483, 834, 978, 986; 10th, 97 8; 13th, 616- 
619, 7 2, 873, 882, 918, 975, 977; 15th, 101, 650, 675, 958, 983; 16th, 618, 
638, a = 742, 762, 793, 813, 814, 833, 843, 862, 910, 918, 920, 933, 941, 942, 
955, 963, 977 ; 19th, 95, 111, 116, 130, 136, 447, 470, 475-479, 481-484, 487-490, 
833, 866, 921, 978, 986; 21st, 84, 512, 649, 765, 958, 983 ; 22d, 104, 105, 111,117, 
130, 521, 543, 544, 676, 978, 987; 25th, 94, 111, 116, 454, 455, 458, 460, 861, 978, 
986. 

Infantry—Regiments : 41st, 872, 882, 975; 43d, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 192, 
212, 213, 215, 216, 218, 221, 985; 49th, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 212-216, 220, 
985; 62d, 107, 113, 120, 126, 131, 196, 198-201, 206, 207, 984; 65th, 107, 
112, 120, 125, 131, 162, 163, 173-182, 984; 67th, 984; 69th (Militia), 987, 988; 
75th, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 325-329, 727, 986; 77th, 108, 113, 121, 126, 
132, 212-216, 219, 220, 985; 84th (Militia), 979; 9Oth, 76, 108, 114, 122, 
127, 133, 985; 91st, 908, 981; 93d (Militia), 765, 766, 980; 103d, 860, 861, 
872, 881, 977; LOGth, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 231, 232, 236-2 238, 985; 114th, 
76, 108, 114, 121, 127, 133, 280, 290, 292-294, 308, 312, 313, 985; 116th, 76, 
108, 114, 121, 127, 133, 280, 283, 294, 308, 312, 313, 985; 121st, 107, 112, 
120, 125, 131, 162, 163, 167, 173-178, 180-183, 984; 122d, 108, 113, 121, 126, 
132, 212, 213, 215, 216, 218, 219, 985; 128th, 109, 115, 122, 128, 134, 283, 
319, 332, 338-341, 343, 345, 986; 131st, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 280, 319, 
320, 326, 330, 332 335, 340, 727, "986; 133d, 73, 109, 127, 985; 151st, 108, 
113, 121, 126, 132, 231, 232, 238-240, 985; 153d, ‘108, 114, 121, 127, 133, 
280, 294, 308, 312, 313, 824, 825, 985; 156th, 109, 115, 122, 128, 134, 319, 322, 
323, 332, 339-346, 727, 986; 159th, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 330, 331, 333- 
335, 337, 727, 986; 160th, 108, 114, 122, 127, 133, 280, 290, 293, 294, 314, 
315, 985; 162d, 165th, 78, 109, 127, 985; 173d, 78, 109, 127, 536, 727, 985; 
175th, 109, 122, 128, 134, 322, 343, 986; 176th, 109, 115, 122, 128, 134, 
283, 319, 320, 322, 323, 330, 332, 340-343, 345, 347, 986; 184th, 126, 132, 
229, 241, 270. 


Nichols, George S. Mentioned ..-.....---.--.-.------ 111, 130, 474, 480, 482, 483, 986 
Nichols, Henry J. Mentioned .-..--.---..--.-------------- +--+ ++ -eee cee 200, 202 
Nichols, Thomas. Mentioned........-.-...------------e2ee cere e cere ee eeee 651 
Nicodemus, William J.L. Mentioned.......-.---.-.---.-----+ +--+ -+--e- 147 
Niebuhr, Caleb E. Mentioned.-.---.-..---------------------------++-++ + eee on 
Nieman, George W. Mentioned....-...-.---.------------------+----+--+-- 541 
Nims, Frederick A. Mont Ghai Be Wi tS es ie tars oes (8 hee oe aoe, marge 
Nineveh, Va. Action at, Nov. 12, 1864. See Shenandoah eee D (PREY 
Aug. 7-Nov. 28, pay ae ts of 
Powell, William H. Sheridan, Philip H. Torbert, Alfred T, A. 


Also itineraries, pp. 84, 86. 
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Page. 
Niven, Robert. Mentioncd. ......--------------+---- ++ 0-25 cree cere rete 544 
Norris, Hardman P. Mentioned.....----.---------------+-++++-+-+2 222205 --- 975 
North, George H. Mentioned.....----.-------------------++--++-+--------- 772, 790 
North, William O. Mentioned ..--..---------------------------+----- 119, 446, 458 
North Branch, Md., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with Benja- 
MUTE Welloy =< cts ease Sasi seas os saa Pe ae aac ae a 715 
North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
Infantry—Battal/ions : Ist Sharpshooters, 565, 1003, 1012; 2d, 564, 605- 
608, 1002, 1012. Regiments: 1st, 564, 1002, 1012; 2d, 564, 1002, 1013; 3d, 
564, 1002, 1012; 4th, 564, 601, 1002, 1013; 5th, 565, 1003, 1013; 6th, 565, 
1003, 1012; 12th, 565, 1003, 1013; 14th, 564, 1002, 1013; 20th, 565, 1003, 
1013; 21st, 565, 1003, 1012; 23d, 565, 1003, 1013; 30th, 564, 1002, 1013; 
32d, 564, 602, 603, 605-608, 1002, 1012; 43d, 564, 602-604, 606-608, 1002, 
1012; 45th, 564, 603, 605-608, 1002, 1012; 53d, 564, 602, 603, 606-608, 1002, 
1012; 54th, 57th, 565, 1003, 1012. 
Miscellaneous—Thomas Legion, 566. 
Northcott; Robert) S>~ Menmilomed). Sasee. . coer os cake cee es lene 110, 128, 368 
Northern Neck, Va. Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Lee, Robertcl) sete sree tats aie ae hats 2 mm Ses fer EE oer) See rs eee res 990 
WiareDe partment c@ns.-. saacccecctte soso clois oot see ies oa ole a eee ee 991 
Northern Virginia, Army of. 
Orders, Special, series 1864—Lee: No. 188, 993; No. 189, 995. 
North River, Va. Skirmish at, Oct. 3, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, 
Aug. 7—-Nov. 28, 1864. Journal of Hotchkiss, p.578. 
Norvell=Bavwin Foe Mentioned). esas se - amide tad et Scere ates ose eee 527 
Nounnan, Jamés H. 
Mentione sa Are. ee ce oe ce oe ree eke eens nce eee ee ee 641, 643 
Report of Nounnan’s expedition into Kanawha Valley, W. Va., Sept. 23- 
OCEMIEA SEL, ChE. oat fet terts = ree cee me aoe tea ee ee 642 
Nounnan’s Expedition into Kanawha Valley, W.Va. See Kanawha Valley, 
W.Va. Nounnan’s Expedition into, Sept. 23-Oct. 1, 1864, ete. 
INoyesnGwarcd len MemGOne di meen. sre ocean eters eee er 331 
INov.es; Rlent yabi.o aN leniulOxt6 (ie eee oie ler = ie eee ate 520, 817, 934, 936 
Nutter’s Hill) W- Va; Skirmish at) Aug. 27; 1864227, <2 =e Se ee 1 
Nye, George H.. Mentioned. 2-205. pie. wl cae ek ee eee 197 
Oakes;"George’d; Mentioned © trata sabe nero eee ee ee ke eee 224, 230 
O’Beirne, James R. Correspondence with Moses N. Wisewell............--- 721 
Obertenter Jonn Ho Mentioneda cose n eters eae een eee eee eae 976 
O’ Boyle, Michael. oMentionede ae ose ae tree ee ee ee eee 987 
O'Connell TSO Fe Mexreror eC cane aera ere ce eee ae 989 
Odell,George D. Report of affair at Cove Point, Md., Aug. 22, 1864 ......... 637 
Ohio, Governor of. Correspondence with 
Halleck, Went y Wc ous sete ck wee ako ee ee eee ee ere 931 
War Department, U.S.......---..--.... So Sea een eas ae 916, 931, 951, 960, 969 
Ohio Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries : Ist, 982. Regiments: 1st (Batteries), L, 110, 


124, 129, 135, 365, 366, 414-418, 982. 

Cavalry—Companies: 3d, 983; Union Light Guard, 976. Regiments: 1st, 
978; 2A, 24, 98, 102, 103, 111, 117, 130, 137, 427, 518, 520, 524, 529-534, 539, 
540, 978, 987; 6th, 978; Sth, 30, 32, 82, 87, 111, 117, 124, 130, 136, 496, 506, 
oy <— 647-649, 734, 735, 748, 764, 771, 772, 790, 797, 804, 819, 820, 908, 926, 
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Ohio Troops. Mentioned—Continued. out 
Infantry—Regiments: 23d, 110, 116, 123, 129, 135, 399, 402, 405, 407, 408, 982; 
34th, 110, 116, 123, 129, 135, 402, 408-411, 495, 878, 934, 982; 36th, 110, 116, 
123, 129, 135, 399, 400, 402, 405, 982; 91st, 110, 116, 123, 129, 399, 402, 403, 408- 
413, 982; 11Oth, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 222-224, 227, 246-248, 250-252, 254, 
258-260, 262, 266, 270, 985; 116th, 110, 115, 123, 128, 134, 374-380, 383-385, 
981; 122d, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 223, 224, 246, 248, 250, 252, 257, 258, 260-263, 
985; 123d, 110, 115, 123, 128, 134, 367, 375, 377, 380, 385, 386, 981; 126th, 
108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 223, 246, 248, 250, 252, 255, 259, 262-265, 985; 131st, 
839; 137th, 799; 139th, 845, 879; 140th, 879; 144th, 623, 627, 628, 765, 
790, 854; 145th, 916; 149th, 623, 627, 628, 765, 790, 855; 152d, 916; 1534, 
705; 154th, 2, 894, 904, 916; 156th, 915, 916, 938, 939; 159th, 799; 161st, 
796; 165th, 3; 170th, 702. 
Oblenschiager, mil; ‘Mentioned... --=:.. 222: es U9 es AES 32, 56, 142, 145 
Oeste: gd osephiss Mentionedetorse.-.- 21225522222. JASON. 57, 194, 720, 764 
Olcott, Egbert. 
Correspondence with Frank Wheaton ...:.......2...- 2). 225..21801.. 174 
fWentdenbdes S - Shese ewe! 26.24.5556 cneses 67, 125, 131, 154, 167, 168, 174-176, 984 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—-Nov. 28, 1864...-...--- 174, 181 
Oldfields, W.Va. Engagement at, near Moorefield, Aug. 7, 1864. 
Communications from 
Asverells Walliams Wee sts eee tn eee ees PO YY. MIOEA BS 734 
Davis;diererson t Sse ea tee at SO Ee PR AR EER 990 
-vonnson, BeatleyyTAc-<2- s-sn2ts22eecenecee ress RUE. . -VISaR. 994. 
Kelley whenjami cles bso oes MBA, . ot DEIROTS. 731, 736 
Beoatp bertidirric oe tn eee ee tee  .  e 990 
Shetidast. Philip bed ee oe ee tee ea SOMOS... te BAO. 725, 726 
ini bre aat p) othley teen tee Sete ee eee et OU RES Fd BOPIOL EW 991 
Congratulatory Orders. 
DEFOR EV ARNE DAT AW ieee Sais hee hao eile EE A Ns Soe SO 505 
Mo Well Aye Wann “bens eresk een a DOL. A RAO 735 
Reports of 
Johnson eBradleyyUSla-34>. See 2. Be Se a oh ak 4 
Eel eye abe rig ota Ie re tet rr eS, oe. RID REL Fok 2 
HCOMIVOUCED ies ptt es er or eet bi. heme eee ois, - beter e 551 
Oldswager, John Mentioned 222. entice. ee SS a ee 138, 229, 257 
Oley, John H. 
Correspondence with 
ETL Se Ae ee te 2 Pea Sa aioli Senin ean aaa tae 879 
ae loer, « Vigiils airy Eyes tes i SUA oes EO ean <p es ae ae 693 
Report of skirmish at Winfield, W. Va., Oct. 26, 1864-........--.-.------- 645 
Oliver, Dexter W. Mentioned.........--.---.---.---------------+4-+ +--+ 359 
Oltmanns, CW. )Mentioned*--...<=-= -<.-).-22-- 568-571, 573, 576, 578, 579, 582-588 


Opequon Creek, Va. 
Affair at. See Locke’s Ford, Opequon Creek, Va. Affair at, Sept. 13, 1864. 
Battle of. See Winchester (or the Opequon), Va. Battle of, Sept. 19, 1864. 
Skirmishes at. 
Aug. 18,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864, 
Report of Lowell, p. 486. 
Aug. 20, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Report of Lowell, p.486; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 570. 
Sept. 13, 1864. See Gilbert’s Ford, Opequon Creek, Va. Skirmish at. 
Sept. 15, 1864. See Seivers’ Ford, Opequon Creck, Va. Skirmish at. 
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Page. 
Opequon Creek, Va.—Continued 
Skirmish on Berryville and Winchester Pike near, Ang. 19, 1864. See 
Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Report of 
Lowell, p. 486. 
Opequon Creek, W. Va, 
Engagement at Smithfield Crossing of. See Smithfield Crossing of the Ope- 
quon, W. Va. Engagement at, Aug. 29, 1864. 
Skirmish at, Sept. 1, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 
28, 1864. Report of Sheridan, p. 22. 
Ord, Edward O.C. Mentioned .....-.---.----.---------------------- 495, 994, 995 
Organization, Strength, etc. 
Confederates Troops=. 2+ 222 2-82 --- -d ane Bees 564-567, 1002, 1003, 1011-1013 
Union Moo psaeasen sees ee 61, 107-112, 125-130, 743, 848, 902, 903, 965, 974-989 
O'Rourke, William. (Mentioned —.-. 2-2 epee oe = ie ee 180 
OrrsGeorgetS..> Mentioned... sages = = cele ee ee @ ee 214, 215, 217 
Orr,sRobert Is.) Mentioned oe neo ee oa 193 
Otis, Flmer...Menitioned 2... <- 1+... 2 Sage SP hea ae the sas nee 536 
Otisn Theodore Ca iMembione de ee ere i ea ar 306, 321 
Owver;Ewald... Mentioned 3.8 eck + eo) gang! t aoe att bee ee a 
Overturf, John W245 /Mention ed! .82-.)32—<<25- p= aaa == ee ee 400 
Owens, Walliam Al Montioned © 22.2 er ae eae eee 603, 1012 
Ovwines, Henry W .. Mentioned 22sec a i eee eee 738, 941 
Pace, Andrew. H.F..  Memtiomed ic ico. th. eye eee aa ere 581, 585 
Page Henry... Mentioned ooo eos pe ee ee pee 812, 846, 885 
Palmer; Erederic SS... Mentioned —. - 2-2. oe ce oa eee ee ee 976 
Palmer. Henry... «Mentioned... 7 222s) 3st sae Soe ee 980 
Palmer.Jgohn BB. Mentioned! 22.2 ae asians seo See ee 118 
Palmer, Thomas:H. Mentioned yan se ee oe oe ee 989 
Paradise; Benjamins | Mentioned: sec. 20 sea ee ae re ee eee ee eee 785 
Paris, Martin... Mentioned oo4- 26 oe ca eee ae ee re 395 
Parker, Charles. A. Mentioned 2225. ..222 556.000 Se ans ce Se pe EERE SP eee 978 
Parker, Chauncey A. (Mentioned <2 ac2o cetacean eee eee ce ee are 474 
Parker jbliv dr. Mentioned: eee 2.0 osc n se eee eee eee 668 
Parker, Francis M. Mentioned.---. aa ees ROC ee re Ss. ee 8 ae 1013 
Rarer, jSamicl-poMencione dca ee eee oe aes see 124, 985 
Parker inomas. sMen tioned. 2 en. ene cen earn ee ee ae re 190 
Parking Mill, Via. Skirmish at, Novs24-1864. coe eeeee sane eee ae ene 10 
Baris, Benjamin. D. Mentioned. o-.2-.2 ees sa ee 118 
Marks, Jeremiah, Mentioned<._ 2... ..2.. ss <n sae eee eee 551 
Parmelee; Uriah N.. Mentioned)... 2.- 2s. e cae ase eee eee ee 103 
Parnell, William R. Mentioned......._.. PEE Bae ee Ie Oe ae, See ee 986 
Parr, John G, 
Mentone dit Syst. 20 PEE occ 5 =e nuci2,3 acne Oe 126, 201 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—-Nov. 28, 1864.........---- 206 
ParriottiGeorgewwy;. .Mention eds ~ asc. soap eee eee eine = aerate 395 
Parrish, William slow Mentioned ack 2 2. cet) 45 42s ee ee ee re 256 
Parsons; ben, ji... Mendon oder oe sce aoe 2 een 321 
Parsons, Enos B. 
Correspondence with Philip E, shenidane esas ee ieee te een 60 
Mentioned ).o%4. 4. vee So mata ss cea es dee ates ee Oe a 720 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Philip H. Sheridan. 
Patchell, James. jeMentrone dace ee sce ae ene ree eee 126, 199, 201 
Patrick, MarsenaiR.” Mentioned) sscmeecee are eps eee eee te 998 
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Patton, Eredernck Hae Meéentioned ....- ....-.:.. beesttestt - acess. cde sectane: 738 
Patton wGeoreetSs: Mentiunoty 24.503: G5. Sue Se. Jee Se a SE STR 597, 1011 
PattonjJames Cj aMen tioned {555.2 Wels . co. oo ons 0d de DE claschectin tes aka 980 
Patton, Jonathan- Nz Mentioneild.. str eee. sagen Sheetal B48 eddiceeds 363, 364. 
PattonpiVWwilliamamMensionedt:, ceecice®. - 07 che. 2O0 Ber gate deoan i IN. 519 
Haul, Charle@R. MMentioneds. ee. «o>. -f> <s0. OU) EL Sth. 22). 280.201 oe 170, 171 
Baul; Henry S -eMoentionediedsot 2 .. <5). eM. .n ghd Me w.5-haeines de ced awed 119 
Pauls Lewis Bap Mentioned 29 Oe 23). siege he. Ret . ateceo tt abe. 250 
PaynoDaniel:e: (Mentioned). 254. = ance ... SFR A EY close ET 289 
Payne, Nathaniel. Report of skirmish at Charlestown, W. Va., Nov. 29, 1864. 673 
Payne, William H. (Brigadier-General.) Mentioned ...-.............---. 38, 39, 
82, 88, 89, 554, 567, 579-582, 584, 588, 656, 661, 667, 668, 675, 676, 1030, 1032 
Payne, William HB? s.(Captain:): Mentioned . 22. 20222: 526-204-280. 584.02 640, 641 
Peabody, Oliver. Das Moentioneds: 2e-5. 42 0S. Lee 22 Jee -es8e . TE ES AAS. 980 
Peabody William. W -q; Mentioned 277.227.822.218 ie. abs oes mee pee ee, 628 
Peachy Memanin F'.jrt “Mentionet!...... wae 29's she — cxledcS ~- decency 981 
ealegrrenryam Mentioned. s34-ecio8 - - (052 98 OY te F- = eoatedteS cee eee 981 
Pealepwamesst.reMentioned se p<c 2h -258-2 28. eee 088 86s TEs oes ert eel 978 
Pearsonh warner eM entioned. +90. 27% 22% .oh4. Pee ALS Lt. Pek. tee ee. 540 
Pease, Harry. 
Gorrespontience vith Benjamimi Kelley e2e.c8o 02822025 28-000 LES eee. 959 
Mentioned s3te-3 het 234. 32k O85. FOS. 28). S34 Se seem et. Ber Bes. er. 3, 983 
Peck F rank Hep Men tiouedisss -.j-: .28 pee - 9S -ae 108, 118, 291, 293, 314-316, 985 
PeelatiohmedaeMer tionedis 2c: PSP cet RE ee et . fy; bee. 262.282 0b 987 
Peck Jonna SeMentionell T02. £ fee .- 220 fy. 28 At Ret ee 2k Ope wees 977 
Peckysdneph. ze Vienisoved stOsf 1776 Uo). fee .210. daecie 2 See. ee 138, 374, 391 
Peck .sosnna. geMenhioned. 25%. 330 3. 2o8. Sey. Aes. 08. 2S. Ie. eee f. 87, 647-649 
Peck, mcwis, Mig Mentionediy. .22% -470t .Ge'. 2ts. 20: -. gees: Tee. 2 eee. 536 
Peck ~Nathanie-eiMeitioned so. +2228 --fer. oe. 20! - 44 PES. STR gee. 232 
Peck, Willame?: sMénutionedmec: - tes - set. 220-4. bE Pe a-e SS. : 1003, 1012 
Peebles vw illuam Hx Mentioned . ooo conn o, eR aTagae =: Pee Ree SS: ees 1013 
Pergsaniy) obn seo oniti onad per. 20). ee Se 20 tS... baa hse Me. Se aee ees 450, 561, 


562, 565, 568, 574-581, 583-587, 598, 599, 678, 1002, 1003, 1011, 1012, 1027-1032 
Peirce, Charles H. 


Moniiondde so9=4 Pane sac cette reese edeecses DMesiseee 99, 112, 130, 435, 522, 987 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1864.........--. 549 
Peirpoint, Larkin. Mentioned..-.... GE shri tamaeet: iad ayes | se VU georsetac 878 
Peirson, George H. Mentioned..--.....0..ses--ss0. Ase RSre Se = soi o-. 766, 981 
Pendleton, Alexander S. Mentioned ...... cc cccescesns csveecssccnccsce cues 575 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Jubal A. Early. 
Pendleton, Hdmund. Mentioned --..-.--------- 22206 cee eee n ee cbse tweens 1012 
Pendleton, William N. Mentioned... 2-..----- .--- iste ide eleie eo Se ceieels Sees 10 
Penns Davidson B.. Mentioned sa <n. enc moc ome ens cin walsUilestinn + = =io'sictainmel alse 1012 
Pennington, Alexander C. M. 
PMO tLONOC anes 5 alate) ala eh minininicin/> gin'e)siciainecseja'aa =o ADE aae cc ate TaN sera. ob 36, 
100, 102, 130, 137, 431, 520-522, 524, 527, 536, 537, 539, 541, 545, 546, 675, 676 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864 ...-....---. 532 
Pennsylvania, Department of. Designation of Department of the Susque- 
hanna changed t0.... 2.52... .00- sooo - eneces oseree -misdee -see 106 
Pennsylvania, Governor of. 
Address of, to Legislature of Pennsylvania...--..---------.-------------- 751 
Correspondence with 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S.A ..----.- Bd 2 OOD i 608 cece. ames 755 
MUM OI ATA AM cree can a cin ea cieiee ce ae 2 ame cane g Genes o-niserialane 755 


War Department, U.S....2-..2.-. --- 2-2 one eee cece eee e ene 708 
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Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Heavy—Regiments: 3d (Batteries), H, 644, 765, 980; Sth, 618; 
5th (Batteries), B, 619. 
Artillery, Light—Battal/ions: 1st, 882,975. Batteries: C, 975; F, 982; H, I, 

977; Keystone, 106, 707, 809, 979. Regiments: 1st (Batteries), D, 110, 124, 

129, 135, 365, 413-416, 418, 419, 983; G, 982; H, 976. 

Cavalry—Companies: Hebble’s, 106,980; Lambert’s, 106, 980; Philadel- 

phia City Scouts, 789; Sanno’s, 106, 789,979; Stroud’s, 782,797, 979 ; 

Warren’s, 106, 856, 973, 980. Regiments: 1st, 2d, 978; 3d, 739,978; 4th, 

978; 6th,95, 111, 487-490, 866, 978, 986 ; 8th,978; 12th,425, 673, 674, 724, 896, 

914,982; 13th, 949, 978; 14th, 94,111, 117,124,130, 136, 185, 422, 496, 506, 512, 

514, 515, 771, 983; 16th, 978; 17th, 111, 116, 125, 183, 186, 439, 469-473, 475, 

482, 487, 919, 978, 986; 18th, 102, 111, 117, 130, 137, 521, 532-534, 536, 540-542, 

544, 978, 987; 2Oth, 850, 958, 983; 21st, 106, 809, 980; 22d, 94, 111, 117, 124, 

130, 136, 186, 422, 496, 506, 513, 716, 733, 771, 803, 983. 

Engineers—Companies : Smith’s, * 982. . 
Infantry—Battalions : 1st, 808, 809, 979. Regiments: 23d, 622, 984; 47th, 

108, 114, 122, 127, 133, 290, 294, 312-315, 985; 49th. 107, 112, 125,185-188,744, 

982, 984; 54th, 110, 115, 123, 129, 135, 372, 381, 386-388, 390-392, 398, 982; 

61st, 108, 118, 121, 126, 132, 212-216, 218, 220, 221, 985; 67th, 108, 113, 121, 

126, 132, 222, 246, 247, 250, 252, 263,265-269,985 ; 74th, 881,977; 82d, 107,112, 

125, 186, 188, 984; 87th, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 231, 242, 985; 93d, 107, 113, 

120, 126, 131, 194-196, 198-201, 203, 205, 984; 95th, 107, 120, 125, 131, 174- 

179, 181-183, 984; 96th, 107, 120, 125. 131, 176, 177, 182, 183, 984; 98th, 107, 

118, 120, 126, 131, 196, 198-201, 203, 984; 102d, 107, 113, 120, 126, 131, 196- 

199, 201-204, 984; 104th, 919, 944, 963, 977; 119th, 107, 112, 125, 189, 190, 

984; 138th, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 222, 227, 246, 247, 250-252, 259, 266, 267, 
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Sept. 26,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Jug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
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See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of 
Averell, William W. Gibbs, Alfred. Sheridan, Philip H. 
Devin, Thomas C. Merritt, Wesley. Torbert, Alfred T. A. 
Di Cesnola, Louis P. 
Also itineraries, pp. 90,95; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 571; Sheridan to Averell, 
p. 966; Merritt to Lowell, p. 956. 
Snicker’s Gap, Va. 
Operations about, Oct. 28-29, 1864, and skirmish (29th) at Upperville. 
Reports, of Christopher ©, AuCury.< ...ncs-= «pe Socice ss wionnns 646 
Skirmishes at. 
Sept. 16-17, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 
1864, Report of Chapman, p. 543. 


ORO SOL = See ee ate obs oes do are ie clasts S = Eien cin wits 2 
Broderags, JOums sMombOnede 22. 2-2 <5 cmc ~ = am Rneuiaamrha- -<Pe saefeaaee <p cual OO) 
Snow. Alonzo Memhionedosca casa -le tees <i msisislsnis «a loisle “3 Vaagleseie cites = 983 
Snow, John S. 

MeniiOnedinn. Sneed Se Ss ines re S oteaser nage) 5 a5 oa lassie eee 128, 323, 356, 357 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864.-...--..---- 358 
Snowden, James M. Mentioned s:.22 2-255 se seme h tiarSE = = ae ~eniee' Sele - =e 176 
Snyder, James W. 

(Mien Gio cetera ae ee SAE hd es ro ane aie ens awe = 2 oo/nc 1 ee ele 126, 229, 975 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1864 ......------ 256 
Sodoin, A Gilard--eMentionedms., 2 ae= 22 2 - = sey = oa wee aa sete pa eat sisie 277 
Sorrel, G. Moxley. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Richard H. Anderson. 
Soule, Lewis. Mentioned....---.-----.-------.---------- +e - eee eee eee ete 989 
South, Zedekiah. Correspondence with Benjamin F. Kelley ......--------- 705 


South Carolina Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Battalions: 3d, 566. Regiments: 2d, 76,551, 566,595; 3d, 566, 
593,594; 7th, 566; Sth, 24, 46, 98, 102, 427, 517, 530, 566, 592, 593, 893; 15th, 
486, 566, 594; 20th, 566. 
Miscellaneous—Hampton Legion, 185. 
Southwest Virginia and Bast Tennessee, Department of. Affairs in, gen- 
erally. Communication from John Echols. ..---.---.---------- 1010 
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Page. 
Southworth, SamuelD. Mentioned ...--...---.------------- 139, 415, 416, 420, 421 
Spangler, ‘Aaron. Mentronedists 22st 2 enn 223, 224, 229, 248, 249, 254, 258 
Spear, Vivian K. Mentioned ......-.-.-------------+ 221+ e+e eee ee reer eee 981 
Spear, Wallace M. Mentioned -....-..---.---------- +--+ +--+ -+-+-+2++----- 977 
Spence, Beldin. Mentioned ......-----.------------ +--+ +--+ +++--+ +2222 2--- 982 
Spencer, Joseph H. Mentioned........---..--------.-----+-++---++-+++-+---- 149 
Spera, Weidner H. Mentioned ....-...---..--------------+ ++ +-++ eee eee eee 125 
Sperry, William J. Mentioned ........---..--------------------+--++------ 126 
Stafford, Leroy A: Mentioned.:..-.-.--..--22222--2-2---- 565, 609, 1003, 1011, 1012 
Stage, Peter. 
Memtronetteet anne eee teste nee ea tees = 97, 111, 448, 455, 458, 671, 673, 678 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1864.........-...- 461 
Stahel, Julius. 
Assignment to command .--- 2... .2-200 2225 eee 2s eee ses cece ne eons esieseces 731 
PNG CA Oa WG Mat OOUNUN Ree ee ee tle Seiettas ide cm Uae Se cnt Gore elec 686 
IW RVI OC IVesG le Aro RR an rene oe aye ules Bae a, Sil. 686, 731, 739 
Relieved from duty in Department of West Virginia .......-...--....---- 739 
Stanley, Wallace S. Mentioned-......--- Ibs Sha Be SASS fe ae l= 407 
Stanton;pHdwint Me Mentioned\a2 232-2. - sess seo a ae ae = eee ee 57, 
452, 635, 681, 755, 756, 774, 792, 809, 810, 836, 840, 855, 860, 867, 869, 908, 970 
For correspondence, ete., see War Department, U.S. 
Starr, James? * Mentioned Sarees... co go Seno oom eee meee 487, 866, 946, 986 
Stari Williams CP Mem tioned ris eat crea ae orate ra ee atae ett ote ere ere 363, 364 
Staunton, Va., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with Briscoe G. 
BAU Wil Ste, 5 Rae oe oe eae cele Sa INS ey a ee ate 995 
Steadman, ‘George Ws e Mentioned es oe org ea yer a eee 118, 316 
Stearns, Josephiyls.. Mentione dee vase a eae onan ere eae eee ee eee 540 
Stedman; Josephs -Mentionediet 225 Saas ees nso se ne eee eee 977 
Steen, Enoch: Mentromedit oss japaneses sinscni= na soe eee 988 
Stephens, Edward W. Memtronediaat ase. - 2 eee ae ee 363, 364, 410 
Stephenson’s Depot, Va. Skirmish near, Sept.5, 1864. See Shenandoah Val- 
ley Campaign, Aug.7-Nov. 28, 1864. Itinerary, p. 85; journal of 
Hotchkiss, p.572. 
Sterling, JohnideMlentioned te ascdhes Aen see ee ee eee 331, 551 
Steuart aGeorgena = Men tronedt= 22 ee) eee eee eee 609, 1004, 1012 
Stevens;*Charles bs Mentioned: 2:22.22 == nese = ene ee eee ee 220 
Stevens, Greenleaf T. 
Montiinédieeues« . ete aS Sere eee 108, 127, 152, 154, 271, 272, 985 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 .........--. 273 
Stevens, Hazard. (Mentioned: nie. Seg ien cee nee eee 193, 195 
Stevens, William'Si>Mentioned <-2-<e ee ee ee ee ae 331 
Stevenson; James He) Mentioned. ...22:.2....0. ce ese e none eee ee 982 
Stevenson, John D. 
Assleniment:to COMMANCM! s- 41a sate ee ee Oe © deka Se 803 
Correspondence with 
Adjutant-Generalis Oitice, Ws Gu Am ose e eee een a. eee 836, 966 
Asrerell WWiAlliainuWi mest ete nee eee ee 820, 828, 829, 836, &37, 850 
Dui xAl fred, News ea, Bier SOR aaT D 837, 893, 903, 914, 924 
Kelley;BénjaiiiniBanis..05.2.5...2 ae Oe OD: 829 
Sheridan, Philip H.....-.. 826, 849, 850, 867, 876, 877, 886, 892, 918, 924, 949, 957 
Sinich, Walliany Prescotteacc sec cee hoe ee see eee eae ae 966 
WarsDepartmentUaSiast.. 25-25 oe eee nee 948, 949, 957, 965, 966, 972 
Mentioned&. . ..heathinet. 2. te. 78, 185, 425, 619, 620, 623, 628, 630, 631, 


800, 803, 812, 850, 858, 859, 871, 873, 878, 886, 887, 896, 914, 941, 944, 969, 982 
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Page, 
Stevenson, Robert. 


Correspondence with Benjamin F. Kelley.. 692, 704, 715, 764, 853, 868, 887, 894, 916 


Wer Grong (ee. Serer ese os ok Ba ck 5 3, 86, 706, 714, 735, 904. 
Biro wart Charles... Mentioneds cnn srr srt oer oes LT Sy 782, 809, 979 
Stewart, C. Seaforth. Report of skirmishes at Moorefield, W. Va., Noy. 27- 

PS ESO ACG Ae ace asec re sees oroorso MT 2alled, . 654 
BRC WU aire LLGON | RAMON LOCC 5am mcrarsi satarcyereteeicie rwrererancrerorerovemcarere MMSE LED 402 
BticklevAupustus Cu. Mentionedesusc #2 col tleerr5.2 ute Ae dst 876 
Seen AVC Liam) Eo Sr. Mentioned coc socarecndcerrs Se A Fee So. 1012 
stocking, Soloas\Vq sMentioned.: uat. seen eM RO Aged ab ‘977 
Ptoddard,Fayette Bp eMentioned)s: . 25. 22420... hcp ees csc. 395 
Lone. Ed pargkt.) sMentioned ss Loss: . bowsyanc tt get Sond. kc 421 
SiLone, Georre- Ft. ) Mentioned ._.03% 4 Soviet oy.gaet i. 2358 ag Merk... 119 


Stone Chapel, Va. Skirmish near, Aug. 10, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of 


Gibbs, Alfred. Merritt, Wesley. Torbert, Alfred T. A. 
Lowell, Charles R., jr. 
Scouph werael: FMentioned:.....- 25-20-2000 588). 20 SORA ea 86, T05 
ptrein, Alexander, Mentioned st. 293: RAV eee. SS ee 127, 312 


Strasburg, Va. 
Skirmishes at. 
Aug. 15,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of 
Crook, George. Hufty, Baldwin. Wright, Horatio G. 
Sept. 20,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of 


Bidwell, Daniel D. Devin, Thomas C. Merritt, Wesley. 

Sept. 21,1864. Casualties. Returns of. Union troops ........--.- 121-123 
See also Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of 
Graham, Harvey. Taft, Elijah D. Wright, Edward. 


Sheridan, Philip H. 
Also itineraries, pp. 68, 69. 
Skirmishes near. 
Aug. 13, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864. 
: Report of Merritt, p. 439. 
Aug. 14, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of 
Crook, George. Hufty, Baldwin. Wright, Horatio G, 
yibbs, Alfred. 
Also journal of Hotchkiss, p. 569. 
Skirmish on the Back Road near. See Back Road, near Strasburg, Va. 
Skirmish on, Oct. 7, 1864. 
Strasburg (or Hupp’s Hill), Va. Skirmish at, Oct. 14, 1864, See Shenan- 
doah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nor. 28, 1864. Reports of Devin, 
p- 478; Simms, p. 590; itinerary, p. 935; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 


bys 

Stratton, Asa S. Mentioned......-.---..----------+ +++ -e eee eet tere 540 
Stratton, Edward L. Mentioned ...-.....--.-----------+-----++ eee e rere 980 
Strength of Troops. See Organization, Strength, ete, 

Strickland, Nelson J. Mentioned .....---..-----------------+--+----2--+++- 977 
Strong, Joseph G. Mentioned...-....-.--.--------- 2-2 e222 ete e eee cee 855 
Stroud, George D. Mentioned..--...--------------- +--+ +--+ ¢e-++2 2222 00-+- 979 
Stroup, Lawrence K. TN HECUU TCADINU'Cl aes aimee ae a as ae ee i nia 402 
Stuckey, John S. Mentioned ...--..--.--.-----------+ eee eee ee eee 248, 269 


Subsistence Stores. See Vunilions of War, 
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Page. 
Sullivan, Jeremiah C. 
Assignment to command..........-0+ 2-00 eee e cee eee cece ect e eee eee ee eee e ee 709 
Correspondence with 
Crampton, Harvey .......-.--- --20-- 22 eee cee ee cece ne cece ee eeee---- 905 
hunter, David? ie tesceds 2 see esemiee > leer eo ee <r 723 
Kelley, Benjamin FP. ...... .--<--.--2--2 +--+ 200 eee nie nt ee an eeanne esse 736, 806 
Mentioned ..25..- 2 iace pe itsteey sseescimie rain minima arninse aininsad =n fad olanlat satin) ==)<)ate late 709, 749, 983 
Report of Nounnan’s expedition into Kanawha Valley, W. Va., Sept. 23- 
Ott. AIS64) ebe ees. 5-cs cinco ets ee ap ee er GAL 
Summit Point, W.Va. Skirmish near, Ang. 21, 1864. See Shenandoah Val- 
ley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of Gibbs, p. 488; 
Sheridan, pp. 19, 104; journal of Hotchkiss, p.570; Wilson to Mer- 
ritt, p. 874; Wilson to Torbert, p. 875. 
Sumner, Alexander) B: Mentioned22.. 2-26 =-2222. -ss2get 2 -- eee sae 214, 216 
Sumner BawineVi.” Mentionediet: Sassen taser ate eae nee 739, 784, 805 
Susquehanna, Army of the. Itineraries. Shenandoah Valley Campaign, 
AmgiTeNov. (28,1864 25. FeSRe ee toes «sith setae Paes 106 
Susquehanna, Department of the. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from Darius N. Couch...........-- 694, 
774, 782, 830, 960 
Brandy wine District <discombinwed):-ee~. ses seca ere eee ee ere 106, 840 
Designation of, changed to Department of Pennsylvania. .....-.......... 106 
IncludedtintMiddlesMulitary Divisionts 24.2525 2224S ake See as ee 719 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from Darius N. 
Couch yc 225 ab oes 2 Bese Fs coe ee om sey ee 209, 928, 929 


Orders, Circular, series 1864—Couch : Aug. 4, 694, 695. 
Orders, General, series 1864—Couch: No. 45, 840; No. 48, 889. 
Orders, Special, series 1864—Couch: No. 181, 707; No. 183, 759; No. 
185, 782; No. 191, 856; No. 198, 928. 
Signal operations in. Communication from Amos M. Thayer...........-- 973 
Union troopsin. Organization, strength, ete. See Widdle Military Division. 
Suter, John. 


Correspondence nywitho Mil Cone ell S-fesencn sete eine ease eee 392 

Mentioned a2. 2225 Sea sate nla see a a ee Se 129, 398 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1864 .........2.. 391 
Sutherland); Roberti dn Mentionedss ease sac cd oo ate ee ane een en ee 981 
Suttons Ws Var Sleirmishy wey Alon oer LOOd cm en ereree ree eee eee ae ee itt 
SuydamyCharles'C.) Mentionedlaa.sassec soe eecee eee sees 130, 519, 530, 536, 987 
Swann; Thomas’ By "Mentioned sees aeeee = eee eee 651, 652 
Swearingen, T. Brent. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Darius N. Couch. . 
Sweeney, Janies. Mentioned si me cose tee 551 
Sweeney ncames W-, MemGrorve teers cts cetera ete are ere ee 5, 754 
Sweet, Williamer, © Mentionedies: sas. ose cane eee eee eee ee 402, 407 
Sweitzer, Nelson B= Mentioned ss eee oc ee ee eee te 487, 488 
Swift, Henrys Memon co yer erence eee re een rene eee 785 
Szink, Jacob. Correspondence with Darius N. Couch ..........-..--....... 929 
Tabor, Williams.” Mentioned)s.12.-23.1 se ee ee eee va Sh 138 
Tafft, Henry S. Correspondence with Amos M. Thayer ...............-.-... 973 
Taft, Elijah D. 

Menvtionediter-) ase eee 109, 115, 123, 127, 275, 291, 309, 317, 319, 357, 944, 986 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1864 ..........-- 286 
Laggart, George W.) Mentione des sss. eee ene ee 110, 402, 409, 982 
Taggert, Robert. Mentioned etc ee 930, 931 


aliaferro, Alexander G..” Meiitionedssen eee see eee eee te ee 1012 


aniatiwbnomas he AMenhionedees ssccss-ccs<ce5: Jeong. need las se 
pLaxbell, sDrwi Men timed ate) enti oan satecasteumaauseoeer ds. 795 
aan i POG E eM cmb cnet 220. 85201. TEL wOl...tcwmtlnal. ..cadassh-es 989 
mat bellvonathany p Mentioned 2-so2<scscn ences sitaa MS dS pie ee 981 
reate, Aueustus ClmMentioned 2. 2. ele kesh le bene corer 988 
PLO mM abs ap LON TLOneU GS ooo. cc cc hinc wn oe SERRE, | RE ro ene fd. aeons 198 
peeny. Gnarios Es. Men faned-tecee tes = 2 2D eitue Mt - oerrel sree 166 
Taylcr, David J. 
(Mem Gnome sere Seen acted ect cess ace cack Pe oT 108, 126, 138, 215 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 ........._.. 221 
waylor, Franck Bi.) Mentioned. . 2.22.0 2-252 28 112, 130, 433, 435, 449, 455, 476, 987 
maylor, Josephs Hienwoned 2.2202 2s ses 5 cc ee. : CR ea eee 1003 
Taylor, Joseph H. 
Correspondence with Christopher C. Augur ...........22. 00000000240 220- 762 
Mentioned Sita Siecn cet) Joe Ap aces these ce Set Rte OS PRRCANSe, SFr 899 
For correspondence as Chief of Staft, see Christopher C. Augur. 
cig tete MAC HATCis MEM UONCH 2254 fe So oa Sac TAs ees SEES OLE Ee oe See 348, 551 
Taylor, Robert F. 
Assipiment.Lo: Commands ss 7] le 5s ks Seca = Sek ete BEE. Je Rae 803 
Mengioned:2eoc 22 teee nacre cece tees ce chee Cate ae es eee. oc Benes Boe 803, 958 
Taylor, Walter H. Correspondence with Robert E. Lee .....-..-2......-.-. 1000 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Robert E. Lee. 
Taylortown, Va. Skirmish at, Dec. 24, 1864 ..... 2202222222. ene et 2 
Templeton, Mentioned tcc < cst es <tc ie seus tee ee eee. ee Seen 595 
Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 
Artillery, Light—Batteries: McClung’s, 1013; Rhett, 1013. 
Cavalry—8atta/ions: 12th, 16th, 1004. Regiments: Carter’s, 1004. 
Tenmeon, Mrs, -Mentioned..:.:2...2t2222-.e2 2.2 208s el. ROS. 639 
Terrell vw iluam J1.--Moentioned .\s2-= 222222 2222 OPP yt Maes 193 
SECULIN I eEe Sts se MEMGORCEe: cares mae tne ee Ie oS ene eae > 1012 
Mey, FHOmas iis MONUIOHCE sera ann ae ae Sates tae eee Pee nels cle cote 1003 
Terry, William. Mentioned ..........--. 25, 565, 570, 609, 1002, 1003, 1005, 1011, 1012 
Teters, Wilbert B. 
Correspoudencerw itn Thomas i? Wildest: + vscs cco on oa mies aioe majes wens 384 
ALG DANII fe cdenseghe hyena eects ll tele ated tel el idea ae ert poe ae 128, 381 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864...---..----- 383 
Thayer, Amos M, 
Correspondence with 
FRVOTC LD WL LAINe VW Slee tee a tees Sees cies satciecictas occa cis sn ei ceee ween ose 926 
Demet aks eens ee oe fe Sa Pee ae case te wicrd =viciem ets eivicinc == 706, 880, 939 
Joti Ts iG is: Ancx coos (HB SS BEBE yore OURE aCe ao Coa oo aen Aeoemesaes 973 
WiSrA GINS Jee RSLs GB AS Se SUS oe MII ese eee te ett aly pcarsey 694, 718, 979 
Thayer, pnos W. Mentioned - 3.222222 2 eee en ns wn ene ane 119 
Thoburn, Joseph. 
IWiGT i800 odie yaibciaHOe ees anemia amen ein 33, 54, 110, 115, 128, 128, 134, 
139, 280, 360-366, 368-376, 380-383, 386-390, 396, 399, 400, 402-404, 410, 981 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Ang. 7-Nov. 28, 1864..-.-.---- 367-369 
Thom, George. Mentioned. -..........-.-------------- +++ +2 22+ secre eee 52, 53 
Thomas, bdwin. Mentioned ......-.-.- <2. .6--0----- 2-2-2 - 0202 seen nin ee 977 
Thomas, Francis. Mentioned.......--.----------+------------0e2 22+ -2---- vis) 
Thomas, Gilbert F. Mentioned.......-...--.-----------+ - 222-2 cere eee 138, 220 
Thomas, Horace G. 
Correspondence with Martin D. Hardin.....-.--..------++--+--+++++-+----- 889 
975 
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Thomas, Lorenzo. Mentioned ...-...-------------------+++-+-+-++-+++--- 340, 855, 890 
For correspondence, etc., see Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A. 

Thomas, Stephen. Mentioned... 108, 127, 133, 162, 284, 292, 308-311, 814, 315, 551, 985 


Thomas, William B. Mentioned ...-.....---------------++-+----+--+--+++-+--+-- 766 
Thompson, Francis W. Meutioned.....--.-.------------------+---+++----- 983 
Thompson, George W. Mentioned ..........--..-----+-+-+-+-+-+---- 119, 369, 377 
Thompson, James. Mentioned ....-..----.----------------+-+--+-+++++------ 975 
Thompson, John K. Mentioned .............----.----2----+-- e002 -2 22-2 2-- 597 
Thompson, John L. Mentioned...-...--..--------------------------- 111, 130, 987 
Thompson, Lucas P. Mentioned .............--..----------- 22+ +--+ +++: 585 
Thompson, Lucian D. Mentioned .............-...---.-----+---++---- 189, 229, 245 
Thompson, Samuel F. Mentioned. -........-5-.-.----. ------ - +--+ 2222 2-22 118 
Thorn, award. Mentionedits-c.co- -s- eesecees =a see saa ese a= «ae Sere 975 
Thorp, Alexander K. — Mentioned - - ajo 8.09. cnsctees ls ale sialaat- SSS leelo pe 119, 482 


Thruston; Stephen D. Mentioned): 22.2 .cececccecs cevecoce soos cose soceieer nol 
Thurber, Benjamin F. 


Mentioned s2sses co 8S ease oo aes «towels isis sl tea Ee ee 109, 128, 304, 327 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 ........---- 328 
Thurber, William:D. [Mentioned s22) 325.2. 2.2 ee eee oe See 138 
Thurniond, Philip J Mentioned. ooo .c-.rrccsenerer tecess = neeee ee eee 641, 645, 693 
Thurmond, William D. Mentioned... 5 (52 2.ccekcc eso’ -. 2a sath 640, 641 
Thyng; George P:. Mentioned <.2..)-5 2.4 2. sek eee Rn eee Sees 976 
Tibbits, William B.. “Mentioned 6.23522. o.est) te tel eS 101, 512, 537, 723 
Tilden;"Albert L;" Mentioned: 22223 sae... Gee ee ee 138 


Timberville, Va. Skirmish at. See Forest Hill (or Timberville), Va.  Skir- 
mish at, Sept. 24, 1864. 


Tingle, Stewart: | Mentioned facwisth:.. loess eee de RS Se eas chp) 180 
Todd; Rutherford Ps Mentionedesese... es cee eee we cere tees eae oe 566, 595 
Tolles, Cornelius: W: Mentioned®22. 22. J. 22. baecud este -< 22% eee ere 32, 56 


Toll-Gate, near White Post, Va. Action at, Aug. 11, 1864. See Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of 
Devin, Thomas C. Sheridan, Philip H. Torbert, Alfred T. A. 
Merritt, Wesley. 
Also itineraries, pp. 90, 92, 94. 


Tolman, Flavel: La Mentionede.t pease iace - eee aes cee eee cece deoeee 109, 327 
Tomlinson; AbiavA..2 Mentionedics cos «o-4ac-6,285-enboot -fneteee cee eee ease 982 
zompkins; Alonzo. Mentionedia sca. Amieeos cmcl one eaeneeete eee eens 421 
Tompkins, Charles H. 
Mentioned....-.-.. 108, 114, 121, 127, 132, 150, 151, 195, 226, 273, 278, 743, 768, 902, 985 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864............- 271 
Tom’s Brook, Va. 
Engagement at, Oct. 9, 1864. 
Communication from War Department, U.S............--.- Meher yseetia'a 62 
Congratulatory Ordersmel onbert«cacceeeeeece ete s Ceeee eee 437 
See also Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of 
Benjamin, William H. Early, Jubal A. Phillips, John W. 
3ennett, John W. Hull, Walter C. Purington, George A. 
Crowninshield, Casper Kidd, James H. Sheridan, Philip H. 
Custer, George A. Merritt, Wesley. Torbert, Alfred 'T. A. 
Devin, Thomas C. Peirce, Charles A. 


Also itineraries, pp. 84, 91, 23, 96, 100, 108; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 578. 
Skirmish at, Oct. 8, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov, 28, 
1864, Reports of 


Devin, Thomas C. Merritt, Wesley. Sheridan, Philip H. 
Kidd, James H. Phillips, John W. 


Also itineraries, pp. 91, 93, 102; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 578. 


memnpeeny William. H.. Mentioned ..~ —-- 0. desea iieahy (cane > St ae asiteter cx nbs 
ROOM cE hones Mentioned 24/2. 56. Sodas coher akc ee ook dL elle 565, 1013 
Torbert, Alfred T. A 
Assignmentieo.coninandiy 2a. “es. tees ee: ROGh< Sackis. Se bias. 501 
Assumes command of cavalry of Middle Military Division..............-. 744 
Congratulatory Orders. 
Tow’s Brook, Va. Engagement at, Oct. 9, 1864 .........-2--- Soos odes 437 
Winchester (or the Opequor’ “’a. Battle of, Sept. 19, 1864 ........... 437 
Correspondence with 
Augur, Christopher C .......... peat hh, Sia ae aeRO CE 2 thes 682 
Aveorel BiWillinia-WWy28 © PRs ofandeess 42 ah. SEES Oe 502, 796, 827, 852, 903 
CUstBPAG OOD PE GAGE . ety. Jetis. se). decree oe. Sera 3 gh eat 528, 529, 921, 922 
DnGemALITOd EN = Jere EBs e Re SSS. Vet ts. Se ee oe 818, 851 
MerntinVesleves. see O08: Sober B55. ee ee he 453, 
701, 745, 769, 794, 802, 816, 825, 833, 846, 864, 873, 874, 883, 902, 921, 956 
ShendlansPhiliptiss. <2. 52.5. 252022 43, 437, 531, 711, 745, 769, 787, 816, 921 
Wilson, James H..-.-.....-- 531, 802, 834, 848, 866, 875, 884, 892, 912, 923, 948, 964 
DIGDRONOM Ftc saecatesdcues «.. Ws. Eten tA Seat eps 20, 22, 25, 27-29, 31, 33, 


36, 38, 39, 41, 42, 44-51, 53, 54, 56, 61, 62, 89, 94, 100, 110, 116, 118, 124, 129, 
136, 137, 155, 159, 166, 172, 362, 421, 436, 437, 446, 450, 461, 483, 496-504, 508- 
510, 512, 516, 517, 519, 556, 621, 630, 672, 675, 679, 680, 696, 708, 710, 719, 720, 
726, 738-740, 744, 745, 761, 762, 764, 769, 776, 803, 813, 820, 826, 827, 830, 831, 
834, 836-838, 846, 848, 852, 857, 863, 864, 876, 881, 883-885, 891-893, 908, 911- 
913, 917, 921-923, 925, 934, 935, 946, 947, 949, 958, 963-965, 972, 974, 986, 996 
Reports of 
Gordonsville, Va. Expedition from Winchester to near, Dec. 19-28, 


BG See ao ee aia aim alate laminae Siasciissiemsas tanned oe 39, 677 

Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864....-.--..-.--.-- 421, 437 

Dial iee ABNORNCeMIONISIO’ 26% foyer neers. Sa se nee ele 2 ee Sei eee- =i 842, 846 
Toubiti|i7il, wacutenaninn Mentionete: 223 222-2 Sc seiele Raia eri eee rem niga 772 
TowlepkRansomivi Mentioneds 25: ae2ceck eae ais- -blenlee se dissociate 119 
POW D1, ee PaDiclin bse Mem ttOn eC aoa a sn ae aw a ache aon aing= n= 962, 973 


Townsend, EdwardD. Forcorrespondence as A. A. G., see Adjutant-General’s 
Office, U. S.A. 


Tracy, AmasaS. Mentioned.......----..--- ---- 107, 118, 126, 1382, 208-211, 551, 984 
Tracy, Osgood V. Mentioned -......-.....---------------------- 224, 230, 233, 234 
Trammell, Phil. Mentioned..........---<-- .----- --------20 --- re eee ee eee 911 


Transportation. (Army.) See Munitions of War. 
Transportation. (Railroad and water.) Communications from 


Garrett, John W ...- ---- -------- 2-2 - ennin eseen n r en ene eee tenes 780 

Kelley, Benjamin F..-. - 2.02 2-2 = eee naeie cen cing anne nmin ne amen eines 748 

Ae NV Res lect pe ia oan apn alin aii mien sine amie Genie im ninlisin im inimin in eyeie mi iain + 780 
Traver, Charles. Mentioned.-......------.-----------------+---++-++++---- 180 
Traver, Robert N. Mentioned .-....---..--------------+--++-+++-2+ +220 eee 540 
Tremain, Alfred F. Mentioned .---..-----.---------+------ +--+ -+-+++---- 312, 313 
Trevor, John. Mentioned.......-----------------------+- +r ere tere eee eee 119 
Trimble, Alexander. Mentioned .-.-.---.---------------+----------- 119, 248, 258 
Trotter, Frederick E. Mentioned..-..-..------------------++---+-++---++--- 976 
Troutman, Adam. Mentioned .......----..------------------------ Hacnbeds 392 
Truesdell, Martin L. Mentioned ......-.-.--.-----------------+--++----+++--- 147 
Tuck, Matthew. Mentioned..-.....----------------+----+--22sere reer t cree 684 
Tucker, William H. Mentioned ....-....-------------------------------- 138, 176 
Tunis, Nehemiah. Mentioned -.....--.----.--------+--+++--+------+-202-+-- 171 
Turnbull, Charles N. Mentionéd -....----.----------------+--+-+-+-++++--- 782 


Turner, Alfred L, Mentioned........-------+ +++ seer cere errr eter eee 108, 127, 306 
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Page. 
Turner, William H., jr. Mentioned .-......-.-..-------------------+---- 110, 129 
Twitchell, Preston. Mentioned......-.---.---------------------------+---- 331 
Tyler, Albert M. Mentioned ...-...----.-----------------+++ +--+ +--+ +--+ 163, 164 
Tyler, Erastus B. 
Correspondence with 
mor ya Weiler El ers tee ere we ic ona ate orate atere ete eT TAN ato TAL 
WinklacerDiew sia so Sue ce tele tee Sam eo octane Mareen acne eaters 693, 766, 895 
MenitiOnedinrre ra act eee ect oe oar econ an tern 765, 767, 773, 781, 808, 854, 9X0 
Report of operations in Montgomery County, Md., Oct. 7-11, 1864 .--..-.-.-- 644 
Tyler; Nat. ‘Menbiowed tome sere ne 2c ccs seein e ea ekesiole eta atte a hate atc 582 
Underhill, Charles W. 
Correspondence with William Dwight. ..::2sx-2 12... .+-------52- +2. 299 
Mentioned ess eerie nt ee bec Se acre coe Smee en eae cinta oral pane aleten meneame 293 
Underhill Henty-P. Memtiome dite cnc sansa ociis tere yo se a erat acter aterel ti stetnorar 127 
Union Troops. 
Casualties. Returns of. 
Cedar Creek, Va. 
Wetion at Oct sd, LSOLe setae cee atte he tatate tale ercreterees cteteasterayat ater 372 
Battleof Oct19) 18642. see 131-139, 176, 230, 252, 325, 366 
Fisher’s Hill, Va. 
Battlorot Sept. 22: 1864 ons. steer teak tetera te 120-124, 294, 321 
Skirmish att. Septr2d, US64t rans as oe oe oot creel eet rsa 120-124 
Gordonsville, Va. Expedition from Winchester to near, Dec. 19-28, 
TSOR CGC a ec ees ssctaet ati te oo aes Fae TOTO ASE aT Sets se Te 679 
Strasburg, Va. Skirmish at, Septs2l1s6f 222. sees eee eee ae 121-123 
Winchester (or the Opequon), Va. Battle of, Sept. 19, 1864 ........--- 112- 
119, 294, 315, 321 
See also Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864, pp. 59, 60, 400, 
409, 436. 
Mentioned. 
Colored. 


Infantry—Companies : A* (Independent), 979. Regiments: 1st, 2d, 
19th, 23d,27th, 28th, 29th, 975; 31st, 975, 988; 39th, 43d, 975; 
45th, 975, 979; 102d, 975; 127th, 979. 

Regulars. 

Artillery, Light—Regiments : 1st, 988; 1st (Batleries), A, 768, 975; B, 
976; F, 768, 975; K, L, 112, 118, 130, 136, 433, 435, 449, 455, 476, 477, 
479, 482, 793, 987; 2d (Batteries), B, 99, 112, 118, 130, 187, 433, 435, 
471-473, 518, 520, 521, 523, 524, 532, 533, 549, 550, 987; C, 975; D, 112, 
487, 488, 987; B, 975; G, 976; H, 854, 98151, 975; K, 854, 981; L, 99, 
112, 118, 130, 137, 433, 435, 471-473, 518, 520, 521, 523, 524, 532, 538, 
549, 550, 987; M, 112, 516, 517,529, 779, 795, 848, 903, 913, 936, 964, 
965, 987; 3d (Batteries), C, FP, 112, 130, 137, 464, 466, 517, 987; G, 
975; I, 989; K, 112, 130, 137, 464, 466, 517, 987; L, M, 975; 4th ( Bat- 
teries), A, 975; C, B, 112, 779, 795, 848, 903, 913, 936, 965, 987; 5th, 
987; Sth (Batlerics), B, 58,59, 110, 124, 129, 135, 365, 366, 413-417, 
419-421, 983; L, 111, 124, 180, 435, 496, 506, 511, 827, 983; M, 108, 127, 
182, 149, 191, 197, 212, 233, 237, 245, 255, 271, 278, 279, 985. 

Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 97, 98, 111, 117, 130, 136, 441, 444, 457, 
487-492, 672, 673, 833, 978, 986; 2d, 97, 111, 117, 130, 136, 443, 444, 
487-492, 672, 673, 834, 866, 898, 978, 986; Sth, 111, 117, 130, 433, 
443, 447, 449, 457, 490, 492, 978, 986; 6th, 96, 97, 107, 120, 125, 672, 
673, 975, 978. 


———_——— 


* Sometimes called Southard’s Pennsylvania. 


INDEX. 1135 


— Page. 
Union Troops—Continued. 


Mentioned. 
Regulars. 
Intantry—Regiments: 3d, 987; 6th, 7th, 10th, 11th, 988; 12th, 
987; 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 989. 
Veteran Reserve Corps. 
Infantry—Batta/ions : 1st (Companies), 228th, 979; 2d, 809, 854, 
981; 2d (Companies), 46th, 980; 50th, 979, 980; 5ist, 52d, 53d, 
55th, 57th, 980; 71st, 72a, 89th, 95th, 96th, 981; 105th, 
108th, 109th, 980; 118th, 119th, 981; 131st, 980; 132d, 984; 
143d, 981; 162d, 980. Regiments: 1st, 976; 3a, 977; 4th, 696, 
889, 975; 6th, 976; 7th, 696,975; 9th, 976; LOth, 696, 889, 975, 
981; Lith, 976; 12th, 14th, 977; 16th, 106, 979; 18th, 979; 
19th, 976,979; 20th, 976; 21st, 975,980; 22d, 24th, 976, 
For Volunteers, see respective States. 
Organization, strength, etc. 
Busi VMepariment.of the. ccc. cs.<5sscaesesss sos ee eR 987-989 
Middle Military Division -. 61, 107-112, 125-130, 743, 848, 902, 903, 965, 974-987 
Recruitment, organization, etc., of. Conmeantenio’ from Governor of 
Massachasottsii.) . wes Ag © Jee el Pee 767 
Upperville, Va. Skirmish at, Oct. 29, 1864. See Snicker’s Gap, Va. Opera- 
tions about, Oct. 28-29, 1864. 
Upton, Emory. 
Mentioned sess seater ssa se oe ea cess eee eZ), 20; 
159, 162, 164, 165, 169, 173, 177, 182, 185, 188, 1 
is 


, 55, 66, 107, 112, 151, 152, 
9) 273, 274, 314, 362, 778, 984 


Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, hd, 1g@. T-Nov. 28, 1864. .-..2..-- 162, 173 
Urban, rGasparm Mentioned ott. 2329.255. 2s 2 SAX Ba ths 110, 379, 981 
Urban; Gustavusi Mentioned sseeesle es RRR 2 aos SIE wet 111, 130, 986 
Valley District, Army of the. (Confederate, ) 

Cook, Philip, assigned to command of Doles’ brigade, Rodes’ division .... 998 

Godwin, Archibald C., assigned to command of Hoke’s brigade, Karly’s 

divisioul S25. ok Ste ae ee. IS, ORS TE AEE TY 995 

Inspection of Gordon’s division. Communication from Henry EK. Peyton. 610 

Lomax, Lunsford L., assigned to command of cavalry of ...........------ 993 

Organization, strength, ete. 

AOU LS GLa mete iat teel faa ds Sa c)o eats ws Haw Sem Spiele to ent 1002, 1003 
geht iSGt AO OCR I TID. 2 IR IEA DE TEN 1011-1013 
eA GUA. PE PIE ES. 2D PI 564-567 

Ransom, Robert, jr., relieved from a Fivnaiitt OfiCavalry- Olle nes = 3 2ese 993 

Re-enforcements for. Communications from Robert E. Lee ...-..----- 5 557, DDS 


Reorganization of cavalry of. Communication from Robert Ransom, jr. 1003 
Vandeventer, Alexander S. 


Correspondence with John C. Breckinridge--.-.......---.----..--------- 644 

Mcimingncdien seer e regs. danse ose a see tee see Sees PP IIe Aces ds wend tees = 643, 1012 
Van Eaton, Joseph'Bs’ Mentioned 3). 0.2. 0... 20.2 ease eee eee. ZAK, 248, 258 
Van Etten, Orsamus R. 

Meminoneditee sea os O2 Sa ces Jenne atta ce dee oot2-- essa 108, 127, 152, 154, 157 

Reports of Shenandoah Valley Ganipainn® Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864........--- 274, 276 
Van Loan, Lyman W. Mentioned.........-----------------------+-------- 382 
Van Patten, Volkert V. iendioned. Ee ee er ie te seit hue te ance 985 
VanrteettenWobhn5, Mentioned !ss272225--2-2-2-------------- 108, 290, 298, 814, 985 
Vaughn, Henry D. Mentioned-....:--...-------+---:----------------+----- 158 
Vaughn, John C. Mentioned... aee . 22,92, 472, 


493, 570, 572, 652, 753 75 754, 7 773, 992, 1003, 1004, 1013, “1020, 1022, 1025, 1026 
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Page. 
Vermont Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Heavy—Regiments : 1st, 107, 113, 120, 126, 132, 207, 209, 211, 984. 
Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 105, 111, 117, 130, 137, 479, 4-5, 519, 525, 526, 533, 
541, 544-549, 676, 978, 987. 
Infantry—Regiments : 2a, 3d, 107, 113, 120, 126, 132, 210, 984; 4th, 107, 113, 
120, 126, 132, 984; Sth, 107, 113, 120, 126, 132, 207, 209, 984; 6th, 107, 113, 120, 
126, 132, 207-209, 984; 8th, 108, 114, 122, 127, 133, 290, 291, 294, 302, 314, 315, 
985; LOth, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 226, 231, 232, 243-246, 985. 
Vincent, Thomas M. Mentioned ..-.-..--------- ----------+----++++++-+-- 755 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A. 
Vines, Charles. - Mentioned ~..:..2---e-2-5- ---20--52- + 2---- OARS ERs cee 608 
Vinton, Harvey H. Mentioned.......--.--.2+-.----- +--+ +--+ -+-- e202 eee 4164 
Virginia, Northern. 

Movements and disposition of troops in. Communicatiqus from Robert E. 

166... +5: see ete-e ss Pee Set Ie eee + ee Se ee sees aes 995-997 

Operations in. Communications from 

Augur-Christopher© <2. 222 5.2 s22ce rene ete= tee oeeeae 909, 918, 941-943 
Lhazelle; Henry Mz: y -pes-o0s Ci 282.24... see wlth oozesied 910, 943, 955, 963 
Sheridan, Philip Weseeutee seed. = 0s. 028. . eee eee Sees 909 
Reported movements of Confederate troops in. Communications from 
Augur, ChristopleniCes.248-. 8582.59) 2983 38 - Sass. ce 872 
Lazelle, Henry M 
Virginia Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Alleghany, 192, 567, 573; Amherst, 567; 
Bryan’s, 567, 568; Charlottesville, 567; Courtney, 567; Fluvanna, 567; 
Jackson’s, 567; Johnston’s, 567; King William, 567; Lee, 567; Levi’s, 

1013; Lowry’s, 567, 568; Lurty’s, 512,567; McClanahan’s, 567; Mon- 
roe, 567; Morris, 567; Orange, 567; Shoemaker’s, 567; Stafford, 567; 
Staunton, 567; Thomson’s, 567. 

Cavalry—Sattalions : 27th, 6, 644, 994, 1004; 32d, 550; 34th, 566, 640, 1004; 

35th, 507, 636, 722, 777, 792, 831, 881; 36th, 530, 551, 566, 1004; 37th, 515, 
530, 566, 640, 1004; 41st, 649; 43d, 633-635, 722, 777, 792, 811, 831, 842, 847, 
849. 860, 865, 866, 877, 880-882, 898-900; 46th, 47th, 566, 1004. Companies: 
Amick’s Partisans, 640; Kincheloe’s, 862; McNeill’s Partisans, 7, 89, 
649, 655, 658, 664, 669, 691, 692, 716, 950, 959, 968; P. J. Thurmond’s Parti- 
sans, 640; W.D.Thurmond’s Partisans, 640. Regiments: 1st, 567; 
2d, 567, 8383; 3d, 474,551,567; 4th, 567,680; Sth, 567, 668; 6th, 441, 491, 
567, 668, 676, 697; 7th, 567; 8th, 5, 6,530, 566, 894, 1004; Lith, 567; 12th, 
530, 567; 14th, 512, 550, 566; 15th, 567,862; 16th, 17th, 512,566; 18th, 
19th, 20th, 566, 1004; 21st, 5, 512, 530, 531, 566, 994, 1004; 22d, 512,551, 
566; 23d, 566, 1004; 25th, 530, 566. 

Infantry—B8attalions : 13th Reserves, 1013; 23d, 26th, 30th, 566; 45th, 
89, 566, 596, 655, 664. Regiments : 2d, 185, 565, 1003, 1012; 4th, 5th, 565, 
1003, 1012; 7th, 185; LOth, 13th, 21st, 565, 1003, 1012; 22d, 566; 23a, 
25th, 27th, 31st, 33d, 565, 1003, 1012; 36th, 566; 37th, 42d, 565, 1003, 
1012; 44th, 228, 263, 565, 1003, 1012; 45th, 566,596; 48th, 49th, 565, 1003, 
1012; 50th, 565, 566, 1003, 1012; 51st, 566; 52a, 58th, 565, 1003, 1012; 
60th, 566; 62d, 512,566, 1004; 64th, 643, 644. 

Virginia Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Cavalry—Battalions : Loudoun Rangers, 636, 670, 777, 858, 867, 881, 982. 
Voorhes; George ww «|. Mentioned. 2222-0: ae oe eee eee eee 126, 229 
Vredenburgh, Peter, jr. Mentioned. -.25........J2s5e.e8 108, 119, 222, 231, 235, 985 
Wiade, John T'S :) Mentiomedie: (cod sae oe se ee cen 641 
Wadsworth, Silas A. Mentioned........ 
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Wageaman}Bugene. ‘Mentioneu/Oart! . uty) 2. es C008. 1012 
Wagner iiouis= = Mentronedisuies iaees eS eee edt hitay begs 979 
Waite, John M. 

Correspondence with Christopher C. Augur...........222. 2-22. eeeeeeeeee 683, 

697, 708, 729, 742, 793, 800, 823, 831, 844, 861, 862, 882, 919, 920, 942, 943, 954 

Mentionedy iss eF.. 693, 728, 742, 832, 859, 898, 918, 942, 943, 949, 955, 963, 971, 979 
WakelicldsWiltiant Hem Mentioned «. .. cn ced. eke clecnnccec se Ue 499 
Walcott, William H. Mentioned....-. Sthectenn eer etsc setae 755 ee 989 
Walon rrtiratire Mra One’ sascer err teeth tec eet et eh i 126 
Walker*Aidace PY =Mentioned |! is. ee YR aeoluscscat do ts 107, 208 
Walker, Duncan S. For correspondence as A. A. G., sec William H. Emory. 
Walker, WotaiS Mentioned icccihenscticire eid wee ane eewiiaccin ate ee ee 489 
Walker, Samuel. 

Correspondence with Darius N. Couch --..._..-2.. 2222-222 --ssse22 200 929, 960 

RST le Sa og poe eo SAG ea eae eee Me EE 928 
Mralldeu, Joseph Wi Mentionedssasansssson cso ae etic ee nay ee 119 


Wallace, Lew. 
Correspondence with 
Adjutant-General’s: Office, U.iSwArsa2< - cso ee RE 10) TTS 


Aver Ohristepremtss ers oo Aas frat sO Oe AES 879 
Cabling Bynde 22S set er! stem ee Sasa sae ne ee ee oo ee 806 
Churchman ‘Caleb = 222.25 Seeese saree Pe. 2 ee aes 716 
Dew ice Pav Bosseer22 Fes Pe Ponoaalt A 71088 nou 869 
WMeelawoods LiouE y Liar estan sarees a te eee ee ees eee eee 717, 924 
Worrisy WWidlianar Wise ser: Sass 955 INES Soe SPRITE UIA 908 
Matkatierd AICS Oe om sie state tS Re AS Ae nanas weno Sod ota tee oats 717 
Ghertitian; Whilagy Hil S9$s 55222 322239225492 2227 I ae 798, 854 
DRGs SOE) cere A ae eerie er erst OHSS SO Aes SCOP Les 693, 766, 895 
War Depatiunent, Ur wecrs assss ease tase er ace sient tase eo eacee aes 773, 969 
Mentioned. .-.-----.-.-- 55, 501, 717, 718, 728, 739, 753, 776, 806, 860, 869, 908, 974, 980 
Wy atacer teers C." -Montioned” => 2222222222 250228822. Jeacs eee se to cee "435 
Wialkcrmtensy i). Meriinned vos ana. a tne ste ei tte itiete arate oie inte amielo 988° 
Nigeb ts Choltite, WIE e OPES NS te set ay cee eG sa ich aaa 551 
Walsh Walter S.. /Mentioned i? 7 aise tetra case seer 2 2 2-2 Sewn e een 398 
Wialberre aioe srt MOntIONCUM Nae ee tema se tee ate ee han ois Joe sao 248, 269 
Waltermire, William. Mentioned..--...-.-..-.----------------- 109, 128, 335, 986 
Walton, Henry B. Mentioned.......2-7-.-.1.--.-------2 +++ +--+ 2+ +--+ 22 138 
War Department, C. S. Correspondence with 
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C.S. A -.-..--------------------- 991 
Davis, Jefferson ---.------------------------------++----------------+-- 991, 994 
Barly, Jwbhal Alls i 2-2. 2522 12522 2PI 5s 2s Picea eens saws e clean stew dn 998 
Pe ROMERO Biscteacecciaerad sicecce sets f22220 557, 55%, 650, 990, 993, 994, 1006 
‘War Department, U.S. Correspondence with 
Cadwalader, George. ------ -- PE Cae CR Ot LOO OE rs 707 
Chipman, Norton P..-----..--..-------- Bette et eremteua iat istoiain ae metancsausierane ate 792, 
812, 822, 823, 842, 858, 859, 870, 871, 880, 881, 896, 906, 917, 932, 940, 953, 954 
Couch, Darius AE a Oa eo et ao ae PE hI a I ei 706, 756, 840 
Dix, John A... ..-- 2-22-0022 eee eee eee ee eee nee eee eee eee eee 809, 961 
Garrett) JOHUNW i229 ce sce we een Forme tee = ae ae Satiew seh Pherae = 20 780 
Grants WHSle . Ras ee ea Sees S Ca ask 3 ob ees 767, 856 
Henry, Joseph -...-...-------+------- + +22 2-2-2222 eee eee ee eee ete ee 310 
Keyser, Benjamin U-..-------------------+------ +++ +++ 2005 ee eer ee pred: . 810 
Means, Samuel C..... 2.222.222. -- ee ees een et ste ne eee 799 


Ohio, Governor fe... -- -<ce--- seein ss - 1a 2e wn ne de 
72 R R—VOL XLII, PY L 
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Page. 
War Department, U. S.—Continned. Correspondence with r 
Pennsylvania, Governor of .......-.------------------+--2 220-2 er rere: 708 
SINC GHH AMID IIe OASe oon cate seco conde acoacconas aah cuEe 51, 61, 62, 857, 931, 969 
Stevenson, Jol Ie eae eee oe ae ene eee ee 948, 949, 957, 965, 966, 972 
Wiaillace, ews =e Soret Re aes eee ose tee ee eee ee eee 773, 969 
West Virginia, Governor of-...c-20.~ --2- -1a- 22S - Joe <= ia =| 681, 682, 960 
Warner, James M. 
Mentions... 222.2552 ese seers eae si ee ee epee oe aoe 107, 113, 120, 


126, 131, 151, 152, 154, 191-195, 201, 203, 208-211, 213, 217, 218, 221,271, 984 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864.. 199, 200, 207, 211 


Warner, Lineus F. Mentioned ........--...-------+-----+------------ 458, 510, 511 
Warren, Edward M. 

Correspondence with Darius N. Couch -...... .- Seas - 3 2 - ee = 973 

Mentioned <005< 32s soe se ieee = eee ee ee oi aes ers 856, 980 
Wrarren, Edward. Eb.) sMemtion Glee oe ee espe ele ete ele a 1012 
Wiaarren<GouvermeurK. Mentioned .-2.....---62 2225-22 - - seems 65, 73, 856 
IWiarthen, avvalltamgy Eso Len atOn eo iec cecal es ener bt Si 398 
Wreartnrans) dint, a eenitioned 2: 2 mrtateiciel omelet oa ae 991 
Washburn) Henry. Mentioned! s..o-n acer se ae ee eee eer 986 
Washburn, James. Mem ti one diet aes pasar re eee 981 
Wiashburm; Peter Ts Mentioned: 2... 522. a. ace oes eee eee 211 
Washbuime; A: Livingston Mentioned... == 2 5. nee ee eee 963 
Wiashburne,.GeorgerA.) Mentioned. 5.2 k 2. 2. te oi ee 976 


Washington, Department of (22d Army Corps). 


Ticluded in) Middle Militany, Division: sr <2) 22 ate eg ee te 719 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from 
Augur; Christopher Cs... 5... 2 <0 ee toes ee ee ee 728, 813, 879 
Halleck, Henry W ..-.--. BROCE Care SIO SR ESD se bee eter Cac on sees 727 
IS BaKhho na Eh ugha Deseomnc ode <0, eaBBeeeecesae ck nace hen See een oe a 696 
Operations in. Communications from 
Aueur, ChristopheriGr 35. 2. cast eee eee ee on 859, 898 
luazelle, Henry: Moo... 2525. . ses. saae i =- ) OOSNOSS ON Tou 2a 2 ld, oR SOR 
Wells; Hon rygils am fej «oye ey uo ae sang saree Cee ee 729 
Orders, General, series 1864—Augur: No. 75, 954. 
Orders, Special, series 1864—Augur: No.192, 696; No. 195, 741; No. 
205, 861; No. 207, 881; No. 215, 963. 
Union troops in. Organization, strength, etc. Sec Middle Military 
Division, 
Wiass, Ansel;D., (Mentioned) = 22: seas. oooh eee eee eee 751 
Waterman, Richard.) Mentioned) e-.ce- ace eee eee eee 985 
Wiathins) Maurice mem tio med orem eects sete ast eer 363, 364 
Woatrous.braniz Era Mentioned een se en enka eee eee eee 539 
Watson; Alexander Gis Mem tlomed ge ae gc cee terre eee 5s eae Sa 545 
Watson, William.D.” Mentioned cece eters eee ee 187, 348 
Waynesborough, Va. Skirmish at, Sept. 29,1864. See Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 25, 1864. Reports of 
Early, Jubal A. Lee, Robert E. Wilson, James H. 
Also itineraries, pp. 99, 102, 105; jownal of Hotchkiss, p.577. 
Weaver, Edward GileMentioned(issqsese-- 25-222 ee ees 421 
Webb, Francis I. D. Correspondence with Lynde Catlin ..............2.2. 765 
WebbjdamesiAns Mentronetl eee see occa. ace ee oes eet ee ne ee 421 
Webby Joseph Tse Menutione dete ecee. <a see ee ee ee en 


Webb, Robert F. Mentioned 
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Page. 
Weber, Max. 
Assumes command of Military District of Harper’s Ferry............--.- 731 
Correspondence with 
EGON COE manatee ee meme as estes seins ate ace eee ee ee 724. 
Gmook, GeorvOk 2) cues steer sie teats Se tee Sete eee ee 850, 886, 968 
Dahigedlired Wives Mt te heeseous: cot ke vat ber ek ol lM ees 748 
Parsing tony Preston: Mit. 22.)..-220.denaaeees aideen: Se. <mshore see 622 
Graham eNamueles5t eek so: eorene Seed lav. eae... eed 702 
Enunweyckohn tute Sack fo2 Joos tces ack dees see 5 cee OM ol teers 702 
Manisby, Walliany Pines c.2. sc dcendeti a: «Se, teepetasera eh ester, 701 
Sheridan, Philip AL. -1.2 aes) en Menderes 747, 772, 780, 788, 795, 805 
MOONE yeh Giolch Ol Ck es ee ee ee a ee Ae eA ee Sess ere Bae 796 
Mentioned eee re. Sees csusecesardteas 19, 701, 738, 739, 749, 762, 780, 784, 788 
Pivtimoen NHOUNCOMION GOL: coe os bon. Focccnstes SUIS ea sesso ee 788 
iw’ Chater Moulton S--Mentioned <2 522222252254 2222 222258 223 ae StOSS: ee 119 
iMeddlewacob.. Menmoned .(<1./~<j-sieras--imiowins soa aiaeh Co ee ee ee a eee 110, 128, 981 
Weir, Gulian V. Mentioned.......... eee sere 111, 130, 435, 496, 506, 511, 983 
Welch’s (or Flowing) Spring, near Charlestown, W. Va. Skirmish at, 
Aug. 21,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 
1864. Reports of 
Cowand, David G. Hufty, Baldwin. Torbert, Alfred T. A. 
Crook, George. Sheridan, Philip H. Warner, James M. 
Edwards, Oliver. Simms, James P. 
Also itineraries, pp. 64, 67, 70, 72, 73, 80, 98; journal of Hotchkiss, p.570. 
Meld, HoracerN an MenbiOned: 22-2 en. sox earaceaeaeo = Hee ceeeeaeas. 900 
Welles @haries, Ape) Mentioned We_ ers. 12a. 2 2-2 re ee eee sine = 988 
Vi ialvece ibe sighs ike te MM 60) et Wogoamieemon toa tuee Scoela Goo b daca. dorasn ae 248 
Wells, George D. 
Mentioned. --.--.----- 54, 83, 110, 115, 123, 164, 365, 368-372, 374-376, 378, 387, 390, 981 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864...-. 374, 375, 378 
Wells, Henry H. 
Correspondence with Christopher C. Augur...........----------.-------- 683, 
- 697, 709, 729, 742, 784, 813, 823, 832, 882, 899, 910, 963 
Mp BUS ceca... aoc veeew re oo ose se os ecsroasssee at -eeoae: 861, 890, 899, 977 
Report of skirmish at Annandale, Va., Aug. 24, 1864 ....-..--..--.------- 637 
Wells, Milton. 
Correspondence with 
Bukey, Van H .......... FCA SODIOC OCDE BEC BG S4 FOO0r PONG Ieee ens0 Scan 395 
Flarrisss Uivontad Mero... ccc corsinesirn = c2 css: ce Se oer se ome 397 
SuterPJOhn sie... seieeew os ascesce cere eros errs se eess See essesenan's 392 
Withers, Henry Fi 22.22. 2222 psec ne ce ore mone 92 oe ines aels's ol-'= 398 
INieribione die ss So oe ee es ee ole es rl aia 129, 135, 372-374, 397 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. T-Nov. 28, 1864 ...--...---. 397 
Wells, Omer O. Mentioned....-----..-------------------+--+-----+ 220-5: 544. 
Wells, Thomas M. Mentioned ..--..----------------+--- +--+ ---+-+++-++- 485, 551 
Wells, William. Mentioned-.--.---.--- Oe Ee OEE aE Sete SEP at 100, 
102, 111, 130, 137, 519-525, 527, 532, 534, 536, 543, 545, 546, 987 
Wentz, E.L. Mentioned ....--.------+---------2 22-22-22 ee eee ee eee cere 836 
Western, Charles B. Mentioned.........-..-------------------------+----* 343 
Western Virginia and East Tennessee, Department of. (Confederate. ) 
Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc., Aug. 31, 1864 -...---. 1013 


Echols, John, assigned to command of District of Southwestern Virginia. 1005 
Weston, Newcomb J. Mentioned .........---------- ++ +202 eee ee reece cess 475 
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Page. 
West Virginia. Witcher’s expedition into, Sept. 17-28, 1864, including skir- 
mishes at Buckhannon (27th-28th). Reports of 
Lee, Robert EB ..---.-----. -0 20 -- eens cece cece cone cone cee e eens cece ceee 639 
Witcher, Vincent A...... 2.222. cee eee coe ees cece core eee eee eeecereee oe ce O40) 


West Virginia, Army of. 
Averell, William W., relieved from command of 2d Cavalry Division of... 505 


~ Designation of Crook’s command. ....-------+-+2------2++eeeee 2 cere eee 726 
Itineraries. Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864....----- 81-89 
Powell, William H., assigned to command of 2d Cavalry Division of.. .--. 505 


West Virginia, Department of. (Union.) 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 


Crook, George .....- -- 22. ne nn enone termes cower wee cceces cece cerees 958 
War Department, U.S - 22. 22.2\-- 2 ccine cee eee coceeae sone tees anise 681, 682 
West Virginia, Governor Of ........-2-- seeeee cone eee e eee Sleleaieetnlsioe 682, 950 
Crook, George. 
Assigned to command of. ......-..- 220. ceeeee ote see-ntes -- eeeeseeen= 962 
Assigned to temporary command of......-.-..--- +--+ --+- 20-25 -ee-ee 739 
Assumes-temporary commandidfee ss -2HSs . oe cack asta ees eminence 747 
Hunter, David, relieved from command of S552. 202). .o. ore eociee es eos == 962 
Included'in’! Middle Military, Division-22:--=-- ~ 26 sae sete ee sece ieee 719 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from 
Averell Wallan Wim oer Sentero tees ce mtere: nie em ere sale ale ee ete toate 688, 689 
HMOny.) Wallianiidecemene seers PASI SC SAS AU OD DoE De KS IESSGSOKA 701, 710 
Grant PWS satan etree ae tererees eee ence etches Cee en eee eee ates see 695-697 
Halleeks= Henry sW te cece tales cite cio me eee meets See en eaia eee eee ee 708 
Hunter; Davide tise tea ct deca ccs sateeetee eeece see eset 687, 698, 710, 712 
Kelley, Benjamin i520). 2e aetna eerie eee nee co cctemete e eee 689 
Sheridan, Philp Hocssies sie. Joocss scene cieeecee wees sae ae meee 710, 7i1 
Wie Dery Maxie csi ststes ana cee Se se aioe nae ere ears sera eee 701, 702 
Win cht bora tioe Grrecen creer: seraree este mate tomee cae meee mate sen cieine amterntan 686 
Operations in. Communications from 
Averell; William (W:s2s6 2222252 o. 8 SOR ae. eee 718, 714 
DGS RA inCAUN Saee sees sees sees sete ode tere oats sees eter 713 
Godwin, Joséph-M c-cs.2<ss22222 2c. cee ee ete est ceee see cece ee eee 716 
Grant,-Us (Sovtesicc Praveses ceed sclctes Sete ee eee Cee ee ee 57 
Halleck, HentryaW'<-en. secmeccinsicace cose scsisiecsin mica steerer 932 
Farrison,. Charles: dicen ccerioce sweteceic = cle siecle Joe ace eee 959 
Hinkle, Av. oot 32.2.6 eeeh bk Set S44 ee PERRO ORES EERE Oe Dee a 959 
Kelley, Benjamin -B..<.2ccha.cceeecceeteeeees 714, 715, 724, 853, 868, 887, 927 
Oley, John Haucct ctuseccestesteetsn ses Gee eee eee ee ee eee eee 693 
Pease, Harty: 2-3. ccaa ches cst tunsee eee teeeeeee oe: cinco ee mementos 959 
Wilkinson, Nathani..: 2. oesehsckeonke ces desace eee setacleese see 895 


Orders, series 1864—Wright: Aug. 4, 686. 

Orders, Circular, series 1864—Kelley : Aug. 20, 868. 

Orders, General, series 1864—Hunter: No. 58, 686; No. 60,709; No. 63, 
723; No. 64, 731. Crook: No. 65, 747; No. 66, 803; No. 68, 
913. Averell: No. 22,505. Ouffé: No. 11, 803; No. 13, 958. 
Powell: Aug. 8, 735. Stevenson: No. 2, 827. - Weber: No. 595 
731; No. 60, 788. 

Orders, Special, series 1864—Hunter: No. 146, 709; No. 147, 731. Crook: 
No. 150, 826; No. 154, 914. Avere//: No. 31, 789. Duffié: 
No. 26, 733; No. 32, 886; No. 35, 914. Kelley: No. 21, 
732; No. 24, 821; No. 27, 904; No. 28, 915.. Stevenson: No. 
7, 893. 
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West Virginia, Department of. (Union)—Continued. e 
Quinn, Timothy, assigned to command of 2d Brigade, 1st Cavalry Divi- 
SUGU RUNGE (Ae eee eM LE Oh, ee A 886 
Reported movements of Confederate troops in. Communications from 
AWenells Walla 2. oo oie sc ke ce ctce ewe SEA OS i Se Sere 688, 689 
Biyeret POHnON Sect cs. ee Ek cw ARE, AOL 690 
amen @Bariini Ni Ass eens sac Sey ach sess eset ee 718, 719 
imine AI IFOdING fe cece cas icc cscs Cle ee a ae ea coed ee 703 
Gran te ee eee BEE SE ge peek og SER E re bn tee oe 952 
TR AT ALSIES tht Ng cll stk er RA paella ls ttt cl mea, Are 3 ld eel co 887 
TRC ee STS LE perc, Sell ek te adie le ipods Sth 1A! nah eee Dt 685, 699, TOL 
LEIS rot Dye Neate 5 oes § Sod pad taletidhceles ali lan Ma lyme con dieh eth 4 Ml 684, 699 
BSteal Nese DONTPOAY AD es es Ocha cen SE. SS EEE 685, 894 
ObiovGovernor wf. -4 Bete eee Sea Cen O Riee cman naan aes 951, 969 
PS ST PS yt ol eed ret Jp hh Stolp ch eto eee atplek Seieh keith RA deel aA ld 699 
PERT BPS SSG PP LSh Oo |! U/L S PMI AN cr ir © OS ane eel veel Sebi eh Ae a ae 960 
Sheridan, Philip H., assigned to command of all troops within the De- 
PanMNON bees nec ceeasechiad choses 4 tem nin tetemsche + san ceaesh 709 
Stahel, Julius. 
Aspipned togomporary command Of '/3..--...---<-caecee-s sence ce cece 731 
Rocio Net DanOUreaNN by, Ill eee a eee en cane arc Seennie x em aee cece nae 739 
Stevenson, John D., assigned to command of Military District of Harper’s 
ABSA - 252. 1B Seb cr gia eatin eae concen teh ec he eet, tether 803 
Taylor, Robert F., assigned to command of 2d Brigade, Ist Cavalry Divi- 
(STANT IGS £2, 25 x aL Se a an NRA eM TR 803 
Union troops in. Organization, strength, etc. See Middle Military Divi- 
sion. 
Weber, Max, assumes command of Military District of Harper’s Ferry ---- 731 
West Virginia, Governor of. Correspondence with 
Bicilew beni atti a” — ire: heater a neice s.ccc ps cores e see sine's'= 712, 724, 749, 838, 950 
Wiiserie mere Inerih, Cipro oo. rans oe eisai pininiie<yepminuns == 681, 682, 960 
West Virginia Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—8atter/es: A, 982; C, 977; D, 705, 731,983; B, 983; H, 2, 
89, 660, 732, 983. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 88, 111, 117, 124, 130, 136, 496, 506, 512, 639, 736, 771, 
797, 894, 909, 983; 2d, 111, 117, 124, 130, 495, 496, 506, 507, 736, 771, 983; 3d, 
111, 117, 124, 130, 495, 496, 505, 506, 512, 736, 771, 853, 983; Sth, 87, 89, 652,. 
662, 668, 705, 967, 983; 6th, 87, 89, 652, 668, 798, 820, 821, 839, 853, 967, 983; 
7th, 642, 645, 646, 651, 983. 
Infantry—Battalions: Exempts’, 984. Companies: Ramsay’s Militia, 693. 
Regiments: 1st, 110, 128, 367, 981; 4th, 110, 128, 981; 5th, 110, 116, 123, 129, 
135, 399, 400, 402, 405, 982; 6th, 2, 88, 89, 660, 665, 705, 781, 821, 878, 895, 983; 
9th, 110, 116, 123, 129, 135, 399, 401, 403, 408-411, 982; 10th, 110, 115, 123, 129, 
135, 372, 374, 376, 386-390, 392-394, 982; 11th, 3, 110, 115, 123, 129, 135, 372, 
374, 386-388, 390, 392, 394-396, 692, 764, 781, 821, 829, 887, 895, 982, 983; 12th, 
110, 128, 981; 13th, 110, 116, 123, 129, 135, 401, 402, 405, 406, 982; 14th, 110, 
116, 123, 129, 135, 399, 400, 402, 408-411, 982; 15th, 110, 115, 123, 129, 135, 367, 
372, 386-388, 390, 392, 394, 396-398, 982. 
Miscellaneous—Companies: Pendleton County Home Guards,* 645, 655, 
658, 659, 669. 
WWotneril dOnt WE geMentloned aes oss spins Lisle bse sleerce belly en -== 984 
Wettstein, Andrew. Mentioned ...---...----------------------------++---- 977 


* Commonly known as ‘‘ Swamps.” 
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Page, 
Weyer’s Cave, Va. Skirmishes at. 
Sept. 26, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. Re- 
port of Powell, p. 507. 
Sept. 27, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, lug. 7-Nor. 28, 1864. [e- 
ports of 
Devin, Thomas (. Merritt, Wesley. Powell, Willian FH. 
Lee, Kdwin G. 
Also itinerary, p.85; journal of Hotchkiss, p.576. 
Wharton, Gabriel'C.- Mentioned 22222220 ce see ane oe ee re eer ae eee a4, 
555, 557, 561, 562, 566, 568-581, 583-588, 911, 1005, 1011, 1020-1024, 1026-1031 
Wharten,.Rufus W. Mentioned _---2. 2-2-6... 62s 22 ee 1012 
Wharton, We Woodson. Mentioned 22-2222 - oe ee ee eee 608 
Wheaton, Frank. 
Correspondence with Egbert Olcott __..22e—.- 2.02.0 ose eae ee 174 
IMOnTLON CU ates ois se csins oie ae cee Stins see a reas cea eee 27, 64, 68, 107, 113, 120, 


195, 131, 149, 150, 152, 153, 159, 161, 167, 170, 174, 175, 178, 191-193, 197, 198, 
206-208, 212, 213, 218, 219, 221, 295, 227, 234, 256, 262, 271, 272, 276, 312, 984 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864....-..-.---- 196 
Wheeler, Jérome B. Mentionedl..2 22 2... -c0 coe coe eels ie == eee eee 474 
Wheeler, Moses'D:., jr. -Mentioned?x sae. ye oe es ee see eee 224 
Wiheecler” William BH. Mentioned! 2 ~-- 2.2) 2c. ee eee te eee eee 107, 125, 984 
Whelan, Major, Mentioned... .-2). 2... ----- ae ne pester terearce oo S855. FS8 998 
Whistler, JosephunaG.. Mentioned’ 5... ces-c-22 ses ee eee oe eee 727, 872, 976 
Whitaker EGwaLraduw es MeNMONCW sas ete sense ee a enone 56, 520, 536, 817 
wr nitcomb:s George F. “Mentioned... con. toe eee cece ee eee eee 138 
White: Elijalaven Mentioned.) eee oe eee seer tee ae eee meena eae 636 
White, BphrainnGs Mentioned. s.s-a.c- case eo cee setae ee eee eee 333 
White, GecreeS. Mentioned stete aan Ceree ens corer ee are Sere ewe 459 
White; Harmison’: Weminote dss eae oe eer eee ee eee ne 452, 474, 479, 480 
Write; Isaac: r Mentioned! ' 2222: ties. Sect see cee eee eee eee er eee ee 648 
AY Aah ols (Co) SR el Cy AKU Soe Mee sees odockoomagsae sos edocs Sdsadsdcs 909 
White Roberta Mem Guo melee scycre metres =, aio ee eatare ee eey tee ee 823, 328, 881 
White Plains) Vas mowirmish near Ochs 1864-2. =e eee ee ee ee 1 
White Post, Va. Action at Toll-Gate, near. See Toll-Gate, near White Post, 
Va. ection at, Aug. 11, 1864. 
Wi hitener, B JIM VenibiOn GC oct eet eee ee ee ee eee 566, 595 
Whiting, Daniel P. 
Correspondencerwitl i mDaniuseN.| Couch tas nears net ha: eee ee eens eee 970 
Méntioned 2o 2 2 Ts. St is as Ree see cee See ate ae nee ne 2 ee eee eee 980 
Whiting, Henry A. 
Mentioned oo fc Se. Shrasc Gnd te ete te een Ce ee eee eee 2 One ee ee 600 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 .........-.- 600 
Wrhittelsey Charles He Mentioned: =e ee aeen ee eee eee eee ee 743 
Whittier, Charles A. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Horatio G. 
Wright. 
Whittier, Edward N. Mentioned ......... Sa cise dye, eiie Coe EO eee ee 272, 551 
Whittier,"Prancis:e, sMentionced secs: ee: ee eee eee eee 985 
Wibley, William = "Mentioned @s..26-- - seen. een ae ene ee ee 540 
Wickham, Williams C. 
Correspondencery une biny zing Nelee seen eece see eee 1009 
Mentioned (a. 2a es, DEN ets. ie POG Ts ee ee 19, 28, 31, 95, 423, 428, 


439, 441, 465, 467, 472, 473, 475, 491, 554, 559, 567, 571, 574, 576, 577, 586, 588, 
611, 612, 615, 676, 822, 823, 936, 947, 952, 953, 1004, 1007, 1008, 1027, 1028 
Wiggins, John C." Mentioned 22.91 a2 j.9h essa eee. . Sennen een 148 


‘Wilbourn, RUE. Mentioned .:..043.5-seseee eee ee . «= Ole 
Wiloox, Cadmus M. Mentioned......i.-..:esceseesscecevcucen< 470, 791, 811, 1016 


INDEX. 1143 


Mico eyVilliam eg Mentioned'. Ws: - -Becesck Sone See hc co Bose nes “Se 
Wildes, Thomas F. 
Correspondence with 
BSoMO pS GUAGGR <2. ee cca ceees wan ge coh aa ME EE. tee a: 385 
NAOMLOR CAD ONO RIE. onary af ea on Dowie evcacics SS RR eA & 382 
Blehors Wu hemi ese sees 5S 585525 Soy awa esos ca ees aan A. 384. 
iumubiy Ge MerecherniG ky a oS. a ee AM net 383 
Men iene Qiaset 3 oo sesh ns oka 110, 128, 134, 372, 373, 376, 377, 379, 383, 384 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Ang. 7-Noy. 28, 1864........-.-- 379 
prnleiaek Abram Cs) Mentioned 2 2. 5.522 oo 5 oe ee See. 989 
Wilds, John OF Mentioned ..-..:--. ~~ <<<. 109, 128, 137, 305, 348, 349, 353, 354, 986 
Niiless Browariney Nee Mentione dite eM DI BE ccc nese ce cece cc escese 126, 240 
Wiley, Robert W. Mentioned....--......... 224, 229, 230, 248-250, 252, 254, 256, 258 
Walhehnetioman ap Neniioned.. 2. o5 ee sec exc Slee cass pease deee eee 977 
Wilkie, Frederick C. 
Correspondence with Thomas F, Wildes :.2:-...)-.2...22.J2..020.--. ---- 383 
Me gone de $2 55% Fee Le Cie See Pee Lee OF ORR jee eee free 128, 381 
Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—-Nov. 28, 1864 _........--- 382 
Wilkins, John D.geMentionedet.2--t sete eee oa heed ee Sees 988 
Wilkinson, Nathan. 
Correspondence with 
Beyerly,, W... Vs.,, Commandine-Ofiiceriatz...... Sesstase 2 2. 692 
PION OH GC NENG I CU a a a ag Scans asnte fac REE < = TRIOS ee 705 
Ea ser Bi EP TU OT A oe aan, scien EO a, SESE 750 
Kelloy. Benjamin Wo. .ssepe bs. eh Be <n Hee 705, 750, 839, 879, 894, 895, 904 
HMOUARU MODET ba acon naa hee = cree Ah. - =; DORA MSE a8 904. 
Reports of action at Beverly, W. Va., Oct. 29, 1864 _..........-222..---: 646, 647 
iputisssoo pRODCHE Fo | MOmNTMON EC Coe ci reer einen ager ase = ER Ae TO) LOO 
WillardJobn Ps. Mentioned) ..0-4=.=5. 4: -idetsees es esp suai 3b Soe 798 
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Williams, William G. Mentioned ...-..---- Wis faniyn c <vb re RAe SO a ais sane 248 
Williamson wames Ww. Mentioned )22.——2. 5 fen syesasste does ie eae ee Seeley 393 
Williamsport, Md. 
Affair at, Aug. 26,1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 
1864,. Report of Averell, p. 497. 
SlarmishiabwAne. 5, 1864 Sa seee) eee a * rea et See eee ene: 1 
Williamsport and Hagerstown, Md. Skirmishes at, Aug. 5, 1864. Commu- 
Ni¢ationsirom:Li0t. BOWeN Jaen fe Acie est Sie pet ghee lteieee. 707 
Willis, A.C. Mentioned -..-..-.-----+.------------ 2-2-2 2+ seen enon neeeee 509 
Willis; bdward.. Mentioned) ).-...2 222.22 2%- s225s-eete: = 22) -. 222-42. se58-- 1013 
Willis, William H. Mentioned.-..--..----.---..----.---------+-5+++--+------- 564 
Williston, Edward B. Mentioned ..-..-..-..---.---------+---+------- 112, 487, 987 
‘Wills, George D. Mentioned .....-.-----.---.----- +--+ +--+ +2 eee reece eee 388 
Wilson, Bartholomew W. 
IM ipa OILEC echoceeie 8 BOGE a= OSE Eee oeto ae Tee Fee 109, 128, 305, 320, 347, 348, 986 
Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864 ......... 854, 355 
Wilson, David. Mentioned ......---.------------------++--++ +--+ 202-05 -7-- 335 
Wilson, Edwin C. Mentioned ......-.----,---------------+++-++-2-+ +--+ 7° 989 
976 
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Wilson, James H. 

Cotrespondence with 
Augur, Christopher C ....-....---------------- 22-2 222-220 ---+ 730, 746, 719 
Averell,, William Wi<.2ssscngs222eaen8 cen ter ssess5 cee ener 925, 936 
Chapman, George H.i..sc.s.ssccase nasasbucizscess COE SeBOr Soe 
Custer, George A.... 22-22-2252 cece cee neces cna s ee cone ene eee eee 922 
Duthé, Alfred! Nijssen ens Sastre eee eee ee eal 819 
Johnston, ! LHOMase bites state et he. ata s oe lees aa eae tee 948 
McIntosh, John B....----- 763, 787, 818, 835, 836, 848, 867, 885, 892, 936, 937, 965 
Merritt, Wesley 2:55 s22a52ssseeshnnss Soest es - tee em 864, 874 
Sheridan Philiptl 222-002. os h225 asses sto nc. Sees Ota cei eee 730, 
746, 802, 817, 883, 884, 891, 911, 912, 923, 934, 935, 946-948 
Torbert, Alfred I’. A ....-. 531, 802, 834, 848, 866, 875, 884, 892, 912, 923, 948, 964 
Mentioned 2.23. c0s:22dseenceee ceses o oSetasssns eee. 19, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27, 29, 


43-49, 94, 95, 97, 98, 111, 117, 149, 150, 191, 219, 423-430, 436, 440, 441, 463, 
486, 490, 491, 552, 612, 696, 727, 728, 740, 741, 746, 762, 783, 792, 802, 811, 812, 
816, 818, 825, 827, 830, 831, 833-835, 842, 848, 351, 852, 861, 864, 874, 876, 885, 
890, 902, 908, 917, 921, 925, 937, 942, 945, 947, 948, 958, 965, 971, 972, 987, 1021 


Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864.-...-...--- 516 
Wilson, J, Arthur. -Mentioned —- 22222. 22225. << <5 = = are oe 588 
Wilson, John. Mentioned... 22 -. <2 25. 5censcnos 2 c= Se Oe 170, 171 
Walson,,R. EB... Mentioned. 22.2....223.2 52 LA St ee et. oe eee 565 
Wilson; RoOberE. a Membron ed ie cpcivare ona sorarorsrm ch orctarerasa tone etch oto ee ee 986 
Wilson), William. Mentioned 2.5.05 2.213 so--sscrerer aac reer 198 
WalsoneWwilliancaR ss Mentioned... .<csracaysec sensi cece a Ee et a nee eee 977 
Wilson, William. Mentioned soc 2 scp ite volts ero MR Se ee 981 
Winants, H. L. 

ECM BLOC co ore os) 2 date, taraaro yaterereretersrew wien roe Sena UO See Se PN em See 666, 748 

Report of skirmishes at, Moorefield, W. Va., Nov. 27-28, 1864, ete ........ 666 


Winchester, Va. 
Action at, Aug. 17, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 
1864, Reports of 
Hufty, Baldwin. Torbert, Alfred T, A. Wilson, James H. 
Lowell, Charles R., jr. 
Also itineraries, pp. 63,101; journal of Hotchkiss, p.569; Sheridan to Hal- 
leck, p. 830. 
Expedition from, into Fauquier and Loudoun Counties. See Fauquier and 
Loudoun Counties, Va. Expedition from Winchester into, Nov. 28- 
Dee. 3, 1864. 
Expedition from, to near Gordonsville. See Gordonsville, Va. Expedition 
Jrom Winchester to near, Dec. 19-28, 1864, ete. 
Skirmish at Abraham’s Creek, near. See Abraham’s Creek, near Winchester, 
Va. Skirmish at, Sept. 13, 1864. 
Skirmishes near, 
Aug. 11, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. 
Reports of 
Deane, Charles W. Lowell, Charles R., jr. Sheridan, Philip H. 
Kidd, James H. 
Also itinerary, p.90; journal of Hotchkiss, p. 568. 
Sept. 24, 1864. See Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. 
Report of Edwards, p. 183. 
Skirmishes near Brucetown and near. See Brucetown, Va. Skirmishes near 
Winchester and near, Sept. 7, 1864. 
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Battle of, Sept. 19, 1864. 
Returns of. Uniion troops..-...-......2.82254 


Charges and specifications against William Dwight ...............---. 300-306 

Communications from 
Dwight Walliam.. 99h. S82. Fis. ees seth kok Soe ee hee ees 295, 306-308 
DMOryAN HANTS. Sea. See). See oS. ee es. SE Se ee oa 300 
Grants SoA es 28 ATE. Bee i _aeaveerse 61 
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inmncotny Abraham 720. S32. 290. 202. 2905235. TI. SS. SE ee 61 
Ney OlOW ALG, Wire< aby soci Jeet son ee Te Ss, Sa 300 
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DaderhiliiChanlosswWaer se ieds S28 R RLS SSA SRR BAS 299 
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Congratulatory Orders. 
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See also Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov, 28, 1864. 


Adams, George W. 
Averell, William W. 


Fisk, Henry C. 
French, Winsor B. 


Reports of 
Munroe, Robert. 
Neafie, Alfred. 


Ball, William H. Getty, George W. Olcott, Egbert. 
Bassett, Isaac C. Ghiselin, James T. Prentiss, Clifton K. 
Beal, George L. Graham, Harvey. Randall, Francis J. 


Bidwell, Daniel D. Grant, John V. Rhodes, Elisha H. 
Binkley, Otho H. Grover, Cuvier. Ricketts, James B. 
Birge, Henry W. Hamblin, Joseph E. Robertson, Peter. 


Burgess, Charles. 
Cadot, Lemuel Z. 
Campbell, Edward L. 
Clark, Gideon. 
Clark, Sidney E, 
Coleman, James H. 
Cowand, David G. 
Crook, George. 
Custer, George A. 
Dalton, Henry R. 
Deane, Charles W. 
Devin, Thomas C. 
Doughty, John B. 
Douw, John D. P. 
Dwight, William. 
Early, Jubal A. 
Edwards, Oliver. 
Emerson, William. 
Emory, William H. 
Fay, Thomas M. 


Harris, Thomas M. 
Hayes, Rutherford B. 
Hickman, Baynton J. 
Hoge, George W. 
Hufty, Baldwin. 
Hunt, Lucius T. 
Janeway, Jacob J. 
Keifer, J. Warren. 
Kidd, James H. 
Lamb, Jacob H. 

Lee, Robert E. 
Lomax, Lunsford L. 
Lowell, Charles R., jr. 
McCartney, William H 
Mackenzie, Ranald S. 
McKnight, James. 
MeMillan, James W. 
May, Lewis A. 
Merritt, Wesley. 
Molineux, Edward L. 


Ruhl, Edgar M. 
Sheridan, Philip H. 
Shunk, David. 

Stagg, Peter. 

Stevens, Greenleaf 'T. 
Taft, Elijah D. 
Thoburn, Joseph. 
Tompkins, Charles H. 
Torbert, Alfred T. A. 
Upton, Emory. 

Van Etten, Orsamus R. 
Warner, James M. 
Wells, George D. 
Wheaton, Frank. 
Wilson, Bartholomew W. 
Wilson, James H. 
Wolcott, John A. 
Wright, Edward. 
Wright, Horatio G. 
Young, John F. 


Also itineraries, pp. 24, 47, 64, 65, 67-69, 71, 72, 74, 76-83, 85, 90, 95, 99, 102, 
105; journal of Hotchkiss, p.574. 


Winfield, W. Va. Skirmish at, Oct. 26,1864. Report of John H. Oley...--. 645 
Winston, John R. 

SVEN OIG Cee eee teeters eee tae iia o slalalaisia'e <a) ae ee age Ee 564 

Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864. ..--....-.-. 608 
Winters, John R. Mentioned....--....---.---------- +--+ -220 e222 eens eee 541 
Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Heavy—Reégiments: 1st (Batteries), A, 977. 

Artillery, Light—Batteries : 2d, 976. 

Infantry—Regiments: 5th, 107, 112, 125, 190, 191, 984. 
Wise, William. Mentioned....-.-.-.-..--------------- +--+ +2222 eee e eee 249, 258 
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Correspondence with William W. Averell ...-....---.------+----:----- 853, 878 
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Witcher, Vincent A. 
Mentioned : essa. as uisnag pectin sions see eee 87, 639, 642, 643, 645, 650 
Reports of 


Kanawha Valley, W. Va. Witcher’s operations in, Noy. 5-12,1864.. 650, 651 
West Virginia. Witcher’s expedition into, Sept. 17-28, 1864......-.-. 640 
Witcher, William A. Mentioned. .....:5........---.e2ees eee eee 1012 
Witcher’s Expedition into West Virginia. See West Virginia. Witcher’s 
Expedition into, Sept. 17-28, 1864, ete. 
Witcher’s Operations in Kanawha Valley, W. Va. See Kanawha Valley, 
W. Va. Witcher’s Operations in, Nov. 5-12, 1864, ete. 
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Withers, Henry H. 
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Report of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7—Nov. 28, 1864 ....-..--..- 392 
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Correspondence with William W. Averellly.. 0222. .... 2... See eee 714 
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Wright, Edward. ; 
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Reports of Shenandoah Valley Caiapaign, Aug. 7-Nov. 28, 1864.. 2... 349, 351, 352 


Wright, Horatio G. 
Correspondence with 
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Sheridany Philip meer cere ace a ee eee 51, 52, 743, 883, 902, 963 


INDEX. 1147 


P. 
Wright, Horatio G.—Continued. oe 


Membioned 72... 6. .-26 cascdads 18, 19, 25-27, 32, 34, 36, 40-42, 44, 45, 47-53, 55, 59, 
61, 63, 66, 74-76, 79, 80, 82, 101, 107, 112, 118, 120, 124, 125, 131, 137, 139, 140, 
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Reports of Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Aug. 7-Noy. 28, 1864.. 149, 152, 154, 158 
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